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to the Lyallpur. 403. 

AGRICULTURIST (S)— 

Resolution re Civil Court decrees and proceedings against . 193- 

216. 
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AHMED, ME. K.— 


Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1208, 1209, 1211. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select (!oinraitt<;e. 440, 441, 442. 452, 4.53 461 
465-67. ■ ’ 


Foreign Kelatious Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 960, 962, 966. 
Indian Press Bill — 


Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. :}19 XU 
336-37, 367, 529, 537, 54.). 546. ‘ ‘ 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1285, 1292, 1295. 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1305. 1309. 
Consideration of clause 3. 1335-36, 1337. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1446, 1447. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of Detenus at the llijli Detention 
Camp. 747, 758, 760, 761. 

Point of order raised by whether objection can be taken to a 

motion, of which two days previous notice has been given and 
on the Agenda and has been allowed by the President. 


Question (Supplementary) re — 

Alleged influence of Magistrates by Public Prosecutors. 93-94. 
Alternative procedure to questions. 1195-96. 

Ai^ointment of a Bengali Muslim to the Executive Council of the 
Governor General. 516. 

Appointment of a Revetment Time-Keeper at Chittagong. 2-3. 
^AssemSy”*^lCI6-07^'^“'*^ Member.s of the LegislatiTe 

Attendance of the Public Health Commissioner with the Government 
ot India at conferences outside India. 293. 

Conference on the Indian ipic.stion in South Africa. 395. 

Dumping of Japanese rice into India. 4-5. 

"'“bSuw K£“SSr'°''“ MMupmor oltter- 

Grievances of Indians on State Railways. 882-83. 

^"posrOffiee. *794^*^®^ ^^a^nzan Id at the Kai-achi General 

Passports for persons leaving India. 513-15, 


Purchase of the Assam Bengal Railway. 575. 

Recent Sterling Loan. 78. 

Reduction of freight on wiicat from the Punjab to Calcutta. 287. 
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AtlMBD, MR. K,—contd, 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Refusal of a passport to England to the Chief Reporter of the 
Hindustan Times, 26. 

Use of troops from the Indian Army outside India. 265. 

Resolution re — 

Control of money lending and rates of interest. 845. 

High Courts. 628, 632, 636. 

Rebellion in Burma. 863. 

Am FORCE— 

Question re — 

Formation of an Indian . 8-9. 

Reeruitments in the office of the Royal on the eve of mo^ ing 

to Delhi. 1129. 

AIR MAIL— 

Question re — 

(^ost of between England and India. 493-94. 

Income and Expenditure of the Posts and Telegraphs Department 
from the . 194-95. 

AIR ^lAlL SERVICE— 

Question re Messrs. Tata and Company's offers for running the 

in India. 400-01. 

AIR SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Indian from Karachi to Calcutta. 21-22. 

Organisation of the Indian States . 883. 

Recruitment of Muslim Rajputs to the and the Royal Indian 

Marine. 428. 


AlYAR, THE HONOURABLE 8IR C. P. RAMASWAMI— 

Pcreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 946-49. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers Bill) — 

Consideration of sub-clause (3) of clause 3. 1358, 1367-69, 1370. 
Consideration of clause 4. 1372, 1410, 1411-12, 1414-15, 1421, 1423- 
25, 1429, 1434, 1435. 

C^onsideration of clause 18. 1448. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1449, 1453-54. 

AJMER- 


Question re — 

A])pointment of Indians in the Carriage and Wagon shops of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway,. . 876. 

European and Indian ladies waiting rooms at — 

424. 


Railway Station. 


Frequent postponement of cases in the Civil Courts. 513. 

Government grant to the D. A. V. High School, . 1187-88. 
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ajmermerwara— 

Qaiifition re — 

Abolition of the court of the Judicial Commissioner of , 508-10. 

A])olition of the post of Assistant Superintendent of Education in 
. 394, 1135-36. 

Appointment of an untrained teacher in the Government Secondary 
School at Pisangan, . 1187. 

Appointment of Magistrates and Judicial Oflacers in iront 

a major province. 511-12. 

Dilatory methods of Civil Courts in . 512-13. 

Educational Code for . 1156. 

Inspection of schools in . 1136-49. 

Introduction of compulsory primary education in . 666-67. 

Non-transfer of Judicial Officers from 510. 

Progress of education in . 1155-56. 

Promotion of Ministerial Officers in to be Magistrates and 

Judicial Officers. 510-11. 

Regulation of motor vehicles in . 392-93. 

Sey)aration of the office of the District and Sessions Judge, Ajmer 
from that of Commissioner and Collector, . 508. 

AKBARPITRA— 

Question re restoration of property lost in the dacoity. 685. 

ALEXANDER, MR.— 

Ex])ressions of regret at the deaths of , Mr. Shahani and U Tok 

Kyi. 56-59. 

ALIGARH— 

Question re — 

Apjjointment of Babu Kamakhya Charan Mittra as Foreman Printer 
of the Government of India Press, . 821. 

Appointment of B. Bhawani Charan as Accountant in the Govern- 
ment of India Press at . 428-29. 

Appointment of Foreman Printer, Government of India Preas . 

430-31. 

Clerks appointed by Mr. Rai in the Postal Division, 797. 

Qualifications of employees in the Government of India Press, . 

430. 

Private press owned by the Foreman Printer of the Government of 
India Press, . 820. 

Rent for bungalows recovered from the Manager and Assistant 
Manager, Government of India Press, . 1407. 

Retrenchment in the Government of India Press, . 429. 

lletrenchment of Muslim employees of the Government of India 
Press, . 821. 

Tenders for repair work at the Government of India Pre«s, . 
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ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

Bee “ BiU(8) 

ALLAHABAD— 

Question re representation from Pandit Rashi Prasad Dikshit, forMer- 
Jy a clerk in the Government Press, . 523-24. 

ALLAH BAKSH KHAN TIWANA, KHAN BAHADUR MALIK— 
Question (Supplementary) re — 

Branding of mares in the Jhelum Uanal Colonies. 268, 274. 275. 
276. 

Complaints of horse breeding grantees of land i^ainst the Army 
Remount Officer, Sargodha. 271. 

Horse breeding in the Jhelum Canal Colonies. 274, 275, 276. 

Non-transfer of the Indian Officer of the Army Remount Depart- 
ment, Sargodha Circle. 281. 

ALL-INDIA MEDICAL CONFERENCE— 

Bee “ Conference (s) ”. 

ALL-INDIA MEDICAL COUNCIL— 

See “ Medical Council ”. 

ALL-INDIA POSTAL AND RAILWAY MAH. SERVICE UNION— 

Bee “ Union ”. 

ALLOWANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of separation and fixation of minimum pays. 1190. 

.IboJltion of the separation — of the Government of India Secre- 
tariat staff. 930, 985. 

of Crew staff on the East Indian Railway. 1390, 1391. 

of staffs of the Secretariat and attached offices in Delhi and 

Simla. 915, 916, 917. 

of the Frontier Regulation Committee and certain other .*,om- 

mittees. 102-03. 

of the ministerial staff of the Government of India offices in 

Delhi. 712. 

of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the East Indian Railway. 

1390. 

of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian Railwav. 

1391-92. 

- — paid to Accountants in the office of the Military Accountant 
General. 931-33. 

Conveyance paid to the Government of India staff at Delhi. 

S29, 985-86, 1189-90. 

Expenditure on overseas pay. exchange compensation and 

passages. 108. 

Euel for the Kodaikanal Observatory Post Office. 708. 

Halting payable at Delhi to the. Deputy Director for Explora- 

tion. 807-08. 

House-rent and Delhi Camp . 915. 
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ALLOWANCE {S)~contd, 

Question re — contd. 

H*)use.rent and paid to Telegraph and Postal Staff. 261-62. 

House-rent and house-rent 3-t Simla and Delhi. 916. 

Passage for subordinates of non-Asiatic domicile. 882. 

Pay and in the office of the Central Hoard of Revenue. 1114. 

Pay and of Indian Civil Service Officers. 930-31, 986-87. 

Pay and of staff of attached and subordinate* offices of the 

Government of India. 1114. 

Pay and of staff of the Government of India Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 1400-01 . 

Pay and of the Indian Civil Service. 1189. 

Pay and of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian 

Railway. 1395. 

Reduction of of traifi running staff to pre-war rates. 286. 

Reduction of travelling ~ — of Governmt'nt sei*vaiits and Members 
of the Central Legislatiin*. 611-12. 

Simla house-rent - — of Secretariat employees. 917. 

Travelling and haulage of motor cars of Members of the 

Central Legislature. 612. 

I'ravclling and railway faros. 1193. 

Travelling of probationers sent to ont statioiis on the North 

Western Railway. 679-80. 

Travelling of Public Works Department Uppei* Subordirates 

on State Railways. 486-88. 

Travelling of Railway :Mai] Service Officials transferred from 

Silchar. 898. 

ALUMINIUM— 

Question re alleged injurious effect of cooking vessels. 

AMALGAMATION— 

Question rc safeguarding of iUuslim interests oii tiie of Audit 

and Accounts offices in th<* North We.st Frontier Province. 1006, 
1007. 

AMENDMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

of the Cantonments Act. 786-87. 

of the Indian Factories Act. 1171. 

Judges’ remarks on to the Criminal Procedure Code. 479. 

AMERICA— 

Question re exportation of monkeys and birds to . 505. 

AMERICAN COTTON— 

Sec ‘‘ Cotton 

AMHAOTI— 

Question re trails from 


to Nagpur. 927-28. 
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AMBITSAR— 

Question re detention under Regulation III of 1818 of Mr. Aziz Hindi 
of . 151-53. 

ANCIENT MONUMENTS PRESERVATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 
See ‘‘ Bm(s) 

ANGLO INDIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Christmas holiday foreign line passes to and Europeans. 492- 

93. 

Conressions and privileges allowed on State Railways to and 

Indian subordinates. 681. 

Difference in pay of Indian, European and mechanics in the 

LiJlooah workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Europeans, and Indians appointed as mechanics in the Lillooah 

workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 
linlians, and Europeans retrenched from Railways and Govern- 

ment Departments. 14-15. 

Pay of European, and Indian apprentices of the Kharagpur 

workshops. 517. 

Preponderance of in the Departmental Telegraph Service. 

262-63. 

ANGLO-INDIAN APPRENTICES— 

Sec Apprentice (s) 

ANGLO-INDIAN OFPICER(S)— 

See ‘‘ Officer (s) 

ANGLO-INDIAN SUBORDINATE (S)— 

See Subordinate (s) 

ANKLESARIA, MR. N. N.— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 969. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer t^> Select Committee. 139-41. 

ANWAR-UTi-AZTM, MU. MUHAMMAD— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 973 
Indian Press Bill — 

Motions refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 541-44. 

Indian T'ross (Emergtuicy Powers) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 1488-89. 

Question re — 

Abolition of range offices of Deputy Postmasters-General. 7-8. 
Abolition of the post of female attendant for third class passengers 
at Dacca Railway station. 100. 

Allowances of the Frontier Regulation Committee and certain other 
committees. 102-03. 


L2B5LAD 
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ANWAR-UL-AZ IM, MR. Ml JHAMMAD— cowid. 

Question tb — contd. 

Alhuvances of the ministerial staff of the Government of India offices 
in Delhi. 712. 

Api)oiiitmeiit of a Muhammadan iii the Establishment section of the 
Ilfune Department. 479-80. 

Appointment of a Revetment Time-Keeper at (Chittagong. 2-3. 

Appointment of .Muslims on shition staff at Roorkee. JOO. 

Cadres in the TosLal Department in Durma. 1133. 

Clerical establishment of the Railway Board. 1132. 

CoJiOrmation of temporray Mnhainmadan em])loyees in the Govern- 
ment of India aiul Attached (Offices. 4/0. 

Cost of the (Iredgm's “ Karnalnii and ‘‘ Batunga 105. 

DecJ*ease in (Customs Revenue. 479. 

Dinnping of daj)anese rice into India. 4-5. 

Emi)loyment of Indians by Fort Trusts. 105. 

Establishment and cost of re-e(iuii)ment of the (Chittagong Telegraph 
office. 6. 

Extension of tlie Assam Bengal Railway to the border of Burma. 

101 . 

Fixation by statute of percentage of Muslim representation in Gov- 
ernment services. 7. 

Introduction of compulsory primary education in Ajmor-Merwara. 
666-67. 

Judges’ remarks on amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code* 
479. 

Lack of facilities for ]iassengers on certain platforms at the 
Chittagong Railway station. 101. 

Military pensions granted to residents in the Chittagong district. 4. 

Muslim population of Bengal and the Punjab. 5-6. 

Muslim representation in certain Government of India offices in 
(Calcutta. 6. 

Pay of the Agent and Superior Officers of the Assam Bengal Rail- 
way. 99-100. 

Position of minorities in servie.es under the control of the (Central 
(government. 476. 

Powers of the Privy (Council in respect of Ordinances promulgated 
by the Governor General in Council. 105-06. 

Pro])osed licensing of “ Muallims 106. 

Public holidays in India. 5. 

Raihvay to Patunga Point and the cost of the aerodrome there. 
104-05. 

Kwrnitment and promotion of l\Inslims in tho Secretariat, an-l 
Attached Offices. 1 129-31 . 

Repa r Ot the^Aracan road in the district of Chittagong. 104. 
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ANWAR-UL-AZIM, MR. MUHAMMAD— cowcJd. 

Question re — concld. 

Retrenchment in Government of India ofiSees in Calcutta. 1-2. 
Robberies in post offices in the districts of Chittagong and Dacca. 
7. 

. Sterling and rupee loans. 477-78. 

Temporary clerks retrenched by the Assam Bengal Railway. 103. 
Uni'unded debt of the Government of India. 104. 

Work at the Chittagong Jetties. 101-02. 

APPEAL (S)— 

Question re — 

Income-tax . 438. 

Reports of Income-tax Officers on made against their orders. 

96. 

APPOINTMENT(S)— 

Question re — 

and leave cases dealt with by Hindu clerks in certain post offices. 

796. 

in the Delhi General Post Office. 801. 

of a Bengali Muslim to the Executive Council of the Governor 

General. 516. 

of Indian Medical Service Officers by nomination. 528. 

of Magistrates and Judicial Officers in Ajmer-Merwara from 

a major province. 511-12. 

of officers to the Indian Medical Research Department. 526. 

Clerks dealing with and leave crises in the Postal Department. 

797. 

New’ created by Government of India Departments. 773-74. 

Permanent of temporary qualified clerks. 824. 

APPOINMENT CLBRK(S)— 

See Clerk (s) 

APPRENTICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged discrimination against Indian in the Bengal Nagpur 

Railway. 518. 

trained and appointed by the East Indian Railway. 521. 

Bonus for Indian “ A ” grade Railway . 519. 

Classification of on the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 518. 

Employment of students of the Benares Engine(*ring College as 

unpaid in the Lucknow’ Railway w^orkshops. 791. 

Pay of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian of tlie Kharagpur 

workshops. 517. 

Provision of a hostel for Indian at Kharagpur. 519. 

Qualifications of Anglo-ludian on the Bi‘nLO\l Nagpur Railwav. 

518. 
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APPKENTICE (S)— co«(d. 
titieslion re — contd. 

Qualifications required by Indiau and non-Indian Kailway . 

520. 

Racial discrimination in the appointment of in the Lillooah 

workshops. 520-21. 

Keduction in number of in the Kharagpur Railway workshops. 

518. 

Scales of pay of at the Kharagpur workshops. 518. 

Withdrawal of Provident Fund benefit for on the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 519. 

APPRENTICE MECHANIC (S)~ 

Sev “ Mcchanic(s) ”. 

ARAVANKADTJ- 
Question re — 

discharge of certain emidoyecs of the Cordite Factory at . 

473-76. 

(iratnitics for retrencherl men at the Cordite Factory at . 

986. 

Montlily and daily rates of pay at the Cordite Factory at . 

9:56. 

Ketrenchment at the Cordite Factory at . 934-36. 

“ ARt:ADK BUILDING 

Question re quarters of the Deputy Presidency Postmaster in the . 

898-99. 

AB( 1 1 yFiOLOGTCAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Retrenchment in the . 1005. 

•Stojipage of the activities of the bv way of retrenchment. 

610-11. 

ARCllAilOLOGKJAL RESEARCH- 

(,'neslion re encouragement of by private or semi-govemmont 

Indian societies. 570. 

ARCH AiJOLOGICAIi SECTION— 

Question re appointment of Superintendent. , Indian Museum. 

1005. 

AB( H.EOIiOGTCAL WORK— 

Question rc employment of Dr. Hunter on in India. 571. 

ARMS ACT— 

Sec “ Act(s) ”. 

ARMS LICENCES— 

See “ Lipence(s) 

ARMY— 

Question re — 

British and Indian troops and oiBcers in the Indian , 871-72. 
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AmiY—contd. 

Question re — conid. 

Capitation charges for British recruits in India. 12. 

High rents in Bombay paid by the authorities. 1113-14. 

Muslim Kajputs in British Indian . 427. 

Non-recruitment to the of Muslim Rajputs from the United 

Provinces. 428. 

Reports of committees on the Indiaiiisation of the in India. 

872-73. 

Use of troops from the Indian outside India. 265. 

ARMY AUTHORITIES-- 

Question re direct commuaication between the and the War Oflice. 

265-66. 

ARMY DEPARTMENT— 

<«juestion re — 

Alleged fa VO iiritisin in the secretariat. 595-96. 

Duties of an officer on special duty in. the . 924. 

Paucity of Muslims in the . 1000. 

Posts retrenched in the . 1153-54. 

Retrenchments in the . 592-93. 

Stores purchased by the . 607. 

ARMY HEADQUARTERS— 

Question re — 

Api)ointmcnt of officer suj)ervisors at . 1109-10. 

Recruitment f)f Muslims to the and Royal Air Force Head- 

quarters offices. 1000-01. 

Reduction of Dusehra holidays in the offices. 515. 

ARMY IN INDIA RESERVE OF OFFICERS— 

Question re . 47-49. 

ARMY ORDNANCE (7)RPS— 

' Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Indian . 1105-06. 

Safeguarding the in1cn*sts of Muslims in retrenchment in the Indian 
. 1106. 

ARMY REMOUNT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Employees of the , Sargodha circle. 282. 

Non-transference of the Indian officer of the , ^oa^rguuna circie. 

281. 

ARMY REMOUNT OFFICER— 

Question re complaints of horsc-breoding grantees of land against the 
, Sargodha. 270-71. 

ARMY RETRENCHMENT SUB-COMMITTEE— 

Question re appointment of Mr. Bovenschen to the . 396. 
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ARMY SECRETARY— 

Question re — . ^ „ i 

Correspondence dealing wit^ allegations against the lersonal 
.Assistant to the . 923-24. 

Promotion and pay of the Personal Assistant to the . 922-23. 

ABRACAN ROAD— 

Question rc repair of tlie in the district of Chittagong. 104. 

ARREST (S)— 

QiKistioTi re mid deporlatkin of Miss Geissler. 42o-2G. 

ARTICIjE(S) — 

Q ioji h'Hdiiiii — ' ‘ 111 ilie on the political {losition. 

401-02. 

ARTILLERY— 

Question re allotted for internal scenrity. 266-67. 

ARYA SAMAJ- 

Question re adnii.ssion to tlio — of Government servants. 875. 
ASHRAM— 

Question re non-restoration to the Congress of the in Thana 

Bilipur in Bihar. 771. 

ASIATIC OPPICER(S)— 

Question re grant of Cee passage eoneessions to non-superior uon 

in railway service. 598-99. 

ASSAM— 

Question re recruitment of Muslims in the Itengal and postal 

circle. 796. 

ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY— 

See Railway(s) ”. 

ASSESSMENT (S)- 

Questioii re income-tax . .821-2.5. 

ASSISTANT(S)— 

Que.stion re research papers piihlislied by olfieers and of the 

Meteorological Department. 611. 

ASSISTANT C0MM1SSTCNER(S1 OF INCOME-TAX- - 
Question re pay of in Botnhay and Sind. 97. 

ASSISTANT DIRECTO.R GEN.ER.AL O.E POSTS AND TELE- 
GRAPHS— 

iS'ee “ Director General of Posts and Telegraphs ”. 

ASSISTANT MANAGER ( S )— 

See “ Manager (s) 

ASSISTANT SURGEON— 

Question ™ trsmter «t Dr. Deish, . eombined hespital. New Delhi. 
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ASSISTANT TEAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT (S)— 

See “ Traffic Superintendent (s) 

ASSOCIATION(S)— 

Qi.iestion re — 

Appointments in tlie office oi* the Indian Research Fund . 1198- 

99. 

Constitution of the governing body of the Indian Rescjareh Fund 
. 568-69, 896-97. 

Duties of the General Secretary, Indian Jhdlvvciy Conference 

and his office. 912. 

Grant to the Indian l\es(‘arch Fund . 1197-98. 

Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund . 24-25. 

Press Employees’ , Calcutta. 1164-65. 

Reconstitution of the governing ])ody of llui Kesc^aivli Fund 

526, 892. 

Representation by tJie Indian Match Manufacturers’ . 1191. 

Repro.sentation from the East fiidian Railway Press Employees^ . 

1170. 

Retrenchnu'iit of grant and slatf of tiie Indian Research Fund 

1198. 

StafT of tin* Indian Research Fund . 1198. 

ATTACHED OFFK’ES - 
Queslion re — 

Absorption of and subordinate offices in iie]'>artnienls of the 

Serrefariat, 1115. 

Allowances of stalls of* I lie Secretariat and — - i:i Delhi and Simla. 
915, 916, 917. 

Annual examination For rccrnitiiKMit to the min ist(‘ rial cstablishiuent 

ol* ihe GoveiTimenl of India and 782. 

Ap])oin1inent of Orlvas. in the Government of liulia Sccrelariat and 

. 1116. 

Appointments in I Ik* Secretariat aiul . (884 -^*5. 

Confirmatio?! of tcniporar^' Muhammadan emplnv.'cs in the Govern- 
ment of India and . 479. 

Discriiiimatioii in ])ay between the Seeretariat and and sub- 

ordinate offices. Ill 5. 

Headquarters of the Government of India Seeretari it and . 

914. 

Pav and alloAvanees of stall of tlu' Government of India Secretariat 
and . 1400-01. 

Pay of clerks in the Secretariat and . 997-98. 

Reernitmont and promotion of Muslims iii the Secretariat and . 

1129-91. 

Recruitment to the clerical establishment of the Government of India 
Secretariat and . 1407-08. 

Rent-free accommodation for staff of in New Delhi. 917, 
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ATTACHED AND SUBORDINATE OFFICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Pay and allowances of staflE of of Government of India. 1114. 

Partial treatment of . 918. 

ATTACHMENT— 

Question re conflicting ruling.s on the Law of . 995-96. 

audit— 

Question re — 

schemes. 1149. 

Retrenchments due to amalgamation of and Accounts ofSces. 

909-11. 

AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in of the Govei-nment of India. 672-73. 

Grant of advance increments to Accountants in the State Railway 
. 180. 

AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Examination for appointments to the . 1159-60. 

Postponement of examinations for the Indian and the Indian 

Forest Service. 1196-97. 

AUDIT DEPARTMENT- 
Question re-- 

Appointment of JInsliins as Accountants and Auditors in and 

Accounts Dc|)ar<nicnt. 289. 

Retrr-ncinneni in Accounts Department and of State Railways. 

389. 

AUDIT OFFICE (S)— 

Question »■(?- - 

Communal inequalities in the staff of Accounts and in fhe 

United Pi’ovinecs. 806. 

Employment of frontier Muslims in Account and at Peshawar. 

581-82. 

Muslim repre.sentation in Pay and Accounts Offlees and in the 

North West Frontier Province. 298-99, 408-09, 1006. 

Retrenchment in the Account office and in Bengal. 1465-66. 

Safeguarding of Muslim interests in the Accounts offices and 

in Ihe North West Frontier Province. 383. 

Saleguarding of Muslim interests on the amalgamation of and 

iooT”’^'* Frontier Province. 1006, 

Safeguarding of the interests of minority communities in appoint- 
ments to • and Aeeounts Offices in the United Provinces. 806 - 
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AUDIT OFPICE(S)— confd. 

Question re — contd. 

Safeguarding the interests of Frontier Muslims in Pay and Accounts 
officers and in the North West Frontier Province. 409. 

Safeguarding the interests of Muslims in reductions of clerks in the 
Frontier Civil Accounts Offices and . 408. 

AUDITOR (S)— 

Question re appointments of Muslims as Accountants and in Audit 

and Accounts Department.s. 289. 

AUDITOR GENERAL— 

Question re paucity of Mussalmans in the ’s Department. 918. 

AUXILIARY FORCES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See ‘‘ Bill(s) 

AVIATION— 

Question re — 

Employment of Indians trained abroad in Civil . 883. 

Government policy in regard to Civil . 784. 

AZHAR ALI, MR. MUHAMMAD— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of Sec- 
tion 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 453-55. 

Election of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motion to consider and to circulate. 1302-04. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1356. 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in Railway Services. 987. 

Appointment of the Publicity Officer of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway after consultation with the Times of India.. 399. 

Closing down of the operations of the Railway Publicity Depart- 
intmt. 400. 

Communal representation in Central Government services. 579-80. 
Composition of the proposed Indian Medical Council. 890. 
Employees of the Times of India nominated to the Bombay Railway 
Advisory Committee. 399-400. 

Establishment of a Central Medical Research Institute. 892. 

Hindu and Muhammadan reserve clerks in the Calcutta General Post 
Office. 988. 

Illness of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail. 
899-900. 

Introduction of the Indian Medical Council Bill. 890. 

Lack of a shed and other facilities for passengers at Jhansi Railway 
station, 580. 

Licentiates of medical schools in Indian States. 891. 
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A7.TTAR ALl, Mil. MUHAMMAD— ctm#d. 

Question re — contdj. 

Names of members of the Bombay Advisory Committee of the Great 
Indian Peninsula llailway. 397-98. 

Paj'^ment by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway to the Times of 
India office for printing aiul .stores. 398-99. 

Reconstitution of the Goveriiing Body of the Research Fund Associa- 
tion. 892. 

Jleservation oi* i)()sts in the Medical Keseardi Department for officers 
of the Indian Medical Service. 891. 

Kesolution of tlie jMMndia Medical Conference re the Medical 
Jtejrister. 890-91. 

liesolutions passed at the All-India xMcdical Conference. 890. 
llesolution re — 

High Courts. 687-38. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkund and 
Kiimaon Railways. 1507-08. 

AZIZ HINDI, MR.— 

Questi(‘n re detention under Regulation HI of 1818 of of 

Amritsar. 151-53. 

AZIZUDDIN AHMAD BlLGRAMl, QAZi— 

Oath of Office. 1. 


B 


BADl-nZ-ZAMAN, MACLVl- 

Ouestiori re eominunities repr<\s(*nt('d in the staff of Ihe Income-tax 
Departnniils in Bih.n and Orissa. 590-92. 

BAOLA, lALA RAMRSIIW.* R PRASAD— 

Question re — 

A|>|)oiniTnoid el' Indiau Trade Commissioners. 881. 

.\pr.(»intinent to flu* lm»)eria] Department of Agriculture of candi- 
dates from tl:;' Trn()f‘rial In.'lilr.te of Agrienltr.ral Research, Pusa. 
31-32. 

Condition of woollen mills in India. 30-31. 

Depression in Ihe wool].'!i industry. 29-30. 

Development of India]] indnstrii . for the Chinese market. 880. 

liistablishment of an international Agricultural Credit Company. 
879. 

Tut(!ri)retatioii of the wordirio of treasury bills. 880. 

Protcetion of the Indian hosiery industry from .Japanese competi- 
tion. 880. ^ 

Sterling loans of the Government of India. 880-81. 
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BALUCHISTAN— 

Cjuestion re — 

Alleg«i.tions of communal bias in the Postal Division. 1380. 

Muslims employed in the Railway Mail Service, Sind and 

Circle. 793. 

Non-appointment of Muslims to the Railway Mail Service in the Sind 
and Circle. 793. 

Preponderance of Hindus in appointiiK'nts in tlie Xortfi West 
Frontier Province, Sind and . 1381. 

Rccniitment of Muslims in the Sind and Postal (Mrcle. 795. 

Rc'cruitment of staff in the Quetta II(‘ad Post Oflico and the 

Division. 796. 

Superintendents and Postmasters in the Sind and Postal Circle. 

798. 

BANK(S)— 

Question re — 

Exchange facilities of the Imperial of India. 1124. 

Ricnewal of the contract with the Imperial of India. 1124. 

BANNU— 

Question re — 

Lack of drinkinp: water at Marwat, district. 406-07. 

Persons killed and wounded in the riot in the district. North 

West Frontier Province. 1153. 

Prohibition of Candhi caps and Khaddar in Ckintonment. 

12-13. 

BAR COUNCIL(S)— 

See ‘‘ Indian (Amendment) Bill under “ Bill(s) 

BARA WAPAT-KHAJURI ROAD— 

Question re cost of the and the militar\' operations entailed in its 

construction. 405. 

BARDOLI— 

(Question re inquiries in and the North West Frontier Province. 

977. 

BARRACKPORE— 

Question re expulsion from ; Cantonment of Jasrannath Prasad 

Sinprh. 480-81. 

BATTTALIONS— 

Question re resolutions in the Madras Legislative Council to raise 
?»Iadras Infantry . 1112. 

BENARES— 

Question re employment of students of the Enprineerinpr College 

as unpaid apprentices in the Lucknow Railway Workshop. 791. 



28 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


BENGAL— 

Motion to reduce Demand for anppiementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate representation of at the Round Table 

(Jonference. 1228-32. 

Question re — 

and Bihar coal sent to Bombay. 700-1. 

and other Muslims appointed in Government services. 517 

(Jollieries owiied by Oo\'(>rniTient in , Bihar and the Ceutral 

Province's. S78. 

Giflb, Wakfs, etc., grunted by the lastNawab Nazim of , Bihar 

and Orissa. 579. 

Hindu and Sikh populations in and the Punjab. 878-79. 

Alasliin |)ui)ulatIon of - and the Punjab. 5-6. 

Retrenchment in Accounts and Audit Offices in . 1465-66. 

BENGAL AND ASSAM— 

Question re recruitment of Muslims in the Postal Circle. 796. 

BENGAL AND NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY— 

Bee “ Railway (s) ”. 

BENGAL lANDIIOLDERS— 
iSee “ Landholder(8) ”. 

BENGAL NAGJRJR RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway (s) ”. 

BENGALI MflSLBI- 
See “ Muslim(s) 

BERTHS— 

Question re, inconvenient arrangements at Calcutta for the restrvation 
of on the Ea,st Indian Railway. 410. 

BHAOALPURr- 

Que.stion re, allotment of tunds by the Road Committee for the impreve- 
ment of roads in the district. 868-69. 

BHARAT STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY— 

Qne.stion re Government help for the . 421-22. 

BHATNl — 

Question re ovei'worked railway .staff at station on the Bengal and 

North Western Railway. 1199-1200. 

BHAWANT CIIARAN, B.— 

Qiu'sLon re appointment of — as Accountant in the Government of 
india Press, at Aligarh. 428-29. 

BHUPITT SING. MR.— 

Heavy Chemical Industrj^ (Protection) Bill 

Motion to con.sider. 727-28. 
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BHUPUT SING, MR.—contd. 

Motion to reduce Demand tor Supplementary Grant for “ MiBcei- 
laneous ” re inadequate representation of the landholders and 
zamindars at the Round Table Conference. 1239. 

(Question re — 

Admission to the Arya Samaj of Government servants. 875. 

Advertisement of Indian Railways by Publicity officers abroad. 
376-77. 

Allotment of clerks’ quarters at Phagli, Simla. 1110-11. 

Appointment of a nephew of a, member of the Bengal and North 
Western Railway Enquiry Committee in the Traffic Service. 
885. 

Appointment of Indians in the Carriage and Wagon Shops of the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, Ajmer. 876. 

Bounties paid to the Tata Iron and Steel Company by Government. 
577. 

Complimentry tickets issued on the North Western Railwav. 
885. 

Construction of a Central Railway Station in Calcutta. 390. 
Construction of quarters for East Indian Railway employees, North 
of Howrah Station, 169-70. 

Contributions by Indiai to the League of Nations and the advantages 
secured. 498-99. 

Date of conclusion of the Round Table Conference and publication 
of its results. 1127. 

Decapitation of the bodies of certain Burman rebels hanged in 
Burma. 171. 

Deferred rebates system of British Shipping (Companies. 578-79. 

Deficits incurred in the administration of Burma and the Burma 
Railways. 390-91. 

Degrees in Mechanical Engineering and Metallurgy. 692. 

Delegates to the Round Table Conference from Bihar and Orissa. 
1126-27. 

Deputations to South Africa on behalf of Indian Settlers. 692-93. 

Directory of commodities available on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
system. 501. 

Duties of the Advertisement Agent for Government Publications. 
168-69. 

Expenditure by the Bengal and North Western Railway on its 
Enquiry Committee. 886, 

Facilities for Indian students joining universities in England. 668. 
Foreign competition with Indian Hosiery Factories. 875-76. 

Gifts, Wakfs, etc., granted by the last Nawab Nazim of Bengal, 
Bihar and Orissa. 579. 
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BHUPUT SING, MR.—concld. 

Question re — eoncld. 

Guarding of culverts in Eastern Bengal during floods. 513. 
Hydro-electric installations in British India. 667. 

Indian labour in Malaya. .577-78. 


Issue of 6i per cent, treasury bonds. 1126. 

Military telegraphists employed on civil duties. 177-78. 

Platform attendance by Bailway Mail Service sorters. 887. 
Postwala system at the Kalbadevi post office in Bombay. 886-87. 
Power Houses on the East Indian Kailway. 177. 

Powers of town Inspectors of Post Offices. 887-88. 

Proposals before tlie Ketrenehraent Committees. 392. 

Proscription of a book entitled “ The case for India ” by Dr. Will 
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Durant. 667-G8. 

Kate-war carried out against the Pioneer Motor Transport Steamer 
Company in Kast Benfjral. 391-92. 

Kecornmendations of Sir Arthur Salter. 170. 

Kecruitmont by the Public Service Commission. 171-72. 

Kemedies for the ecjonomic dei)rossion in India. 170. 

Kemoval of telegraph wires from the Deolali to the Nasik telegraph 
office. 886. 


Rent and purchase price of Thakersey House and ** Irwin 
House ’’ in Bombay. 888. 

Repatriation of Indian settlers from British Colonies. 388-89. 
Report of the Bengal and North Western Railway Inquiry Com- 
mittee. 885-86. 

Reported seizure of Congress property. 1126. 

Representatives recommended by Bihar and Orissa for the Round 
Taide Conference. 500. 

Restriction of .stores purchases. 389-90. 

Retrenchment at the Forest College, Dehra Dun. 176. 

Retrenchment in Aeeoiints and Audit Departments of State Railways. 
389. 


Eetrcnchnwmt projiosals oC the Jukes Report. 388. 

Sad plight of repatriated Indian Emigrants. 500-01. 

Stojipage of recrnitnienl for the Indian Civil Service and other 
Imperial services. 501-02. 

Resolution rc control of money lending and rates of interest. 847- 
48. 


BIHAR - 

Question re — 

Bengal and — coal, sent to Bombay. 700-01. 

C ollieries owned by Gnvmnment in Bengal, and the Central 

Provinces. 878. 

Non-re:. toration to the Congress of the Ashram in Thana Bihpur in 
. 771. ■ 
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BIHAR AND ORISSA— 

Question re — 

Communities represented in the staff of the Income-tax Departments 
in . 590-92. 

Deiej^ates to the Round Table Conference from . 1126-27. 

Development of Burma by immigrants from and the United 

Provinces. 779. 

Gifts, Wakfs, etc., granted by the last Nawab Nazim of Bengal, . 

579. 

Losses of iiiimigrantH’ from and the United Provinces settled 

in Burma. 779. 

Non-r(^presentation of tlie Province of on the East Indian Rail- 

way Advisory Committee. 21. 

Political prisoners in the Province of . 15. 

Representation of aborigines of at the Round Table ('onfercnce. 

770-801. 

R(‘f)resentativ(‘s recommended by for the Round Table Con- 

ference. 500. 

Smuggling of opium from Nepal into . 15-16. 

BIHPUR- 

Quoslion re non-restoration to the Congress of the Ashram in Thana 
- — in Bihar. 771. 


BILL(S)~ 

Aligarh Muslim University (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 67. 

Considered and passed. 564-65. 

Pa.ssed by the Council of State. 1055. 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 69. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1204-27. 

Referred to Select Committee. 1227. 

Auxiliar 3 ^ Force (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Cantonments (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) — (Amendment of sectioR 
144)— 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 439-73. 

Negatived. 473. 

Finance — 

Objection to introduction of a Second . 1202-04. 

Foreign Relations. — 

Introduced. 68. 

Motion to consider. 736-44. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 937-72. 
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BITili ( S ) — contd. 

Foreign Relations — contd. 

Leave to withdraw motion for circulation, not granted. 968. 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 972. 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 973-71. 
Motion to refer to Select Committee, adopted. 974. 

Gold Thread Industry (Protection) — 

Assent of Governor Gieneral. 60. 

Governor General’s as.sent to . 60. 

Heavy Chemical Industry (Protection) — 

Introduced. 68. 

Considered and passed. 715-35. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1202. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) — 

Motion to refer to Select (^onuriittee, negatived. 1008-29, 1038-64. 
Indian Factories (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary md Extending) — 

^Motion for leave to introduce. 1264-72. 

Introduced. 1272. 

Indian Income-tax (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) — 

^lotion to refer to Select Committee. 113-50. 

Indian Medical Council — 

Question re introduction of an . 525, 890. 

Indian Merchant Shipping (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 66. 

Considered and passed. 562-63. 
j’a.ssed by the (Council of State. 1055. 

Indian Naval Armament (Amendment) — 

Assejit or Governor General. 60. 

Indian Ports (Amendment) — 

As.s(*nt of Governor General. 60. 

Indian Press— ( Introduced on loth .January 1931)— 

Withdrawn. 61-65. 

Indian Press— (Introduced on 7fb September, 1931)— 

Introduced. 65-66. 

refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 300-40, 347, 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 562. 

Referred to Select Committee. 529-62. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 713. 
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BILL (S) — contd. 

TTi^^^^ul Press — (Introduced on 7th September 1931) — contd. 

Motion to consider as reported by the Select Committee. 1176. 
Withdrawn. 1273-74. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) — 

Introduced. 1274. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1274-1305. 

Motion to circulate, negatived. 1305. 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1305-26. 
Motion to refer to Select Committee, negatived. 1326. 

Motion to consider, adopted. 1326. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1327-72. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1372-75. 

Consideration of clause 5. 1437-39. 

Consideration of clause 6. 1439-40. 

Consideration of clause 7. 1440-44. 

Consideration of clause 8. 1444. 

Consideration of clause 9. 1445-46. 

Consideration of clauses 10 — 17. 1446. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1446-49. 

Consideration of clauses 19 — ^22. 1449. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1449-54. 

Consideration of clause 24. 1454. 

Consideration of clause 25. 1454-55. 

Consideration of clauses 26 — 29. 1455. 

Consideration of clause 30. 1455-59. 

Consideration of clauses 31 and 32. 1459. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1459-62. 

Consideration of the title and preamble. 1462-63. 

Motion to pass. 1469-91. 

Passed. 1492. 

Indian Reserve Forces (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 66-67. 

Considered and passed. 563. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1055. 

Indian Territorial Force (Amendment) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Land Customs (Amendment) — 

Introduced. 67. 

Considered and passed. 565-66. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1055. 

Press — 

Question re interview with Sir Samual Hoare bn the 1118. 

:AfU{LAD 
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Provisional Collection of Taxes — 

Introduced. 69. 

Considered and passed. 735^36. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1202. 

Punjab Criminal Procedure Amendment (Supplementary) — 
Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Question re interpretation of the wording of Treasury . 880 . 

Salt (Additional Import Duty) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Sheriff of Calcutta (Powers of Custody) — 

Introduced. 67. 

Considered and passed. 563-64. 

Passed by the Council of State. 1055. 

Steel Industry (Protection) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Treasury — 

Question re outstanding. 1123. 

Vizagapatam Port — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

Wheat (Import Duty) — 

Assent of Governor General. 60. 

BntDS-- 

Question re exportation of monkeys and to America. 505. 

BI8HAMBHAR DASS— 

Question re issue of a distress warrant against in Nowshera Can- 

tonment. 803. 

BOABO OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Question re — 

Ai^'ointment of a, superannuated officer as Secretary of the 
Bajputana . 1188. 

Cost of the in Eajputana. 1188-89. 

BOARDING HOUSE— 

Question ire quarters of the at the Government High School, 

BOMBAY— 


Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 

laneous re representation of non-Brahmins and Kamatak 

Conference and Minorities Sub-Committees. 


Question re — 

Bengal and Bihar coal sent to , 700-01. 
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BOMBAY— eontd. 

Question re — eontd). 

Creation of a post of Controller of Foreign Mails in . 482. 

Employees of the Times of India nominated to the Bailway 

Advisory Committee. 399-400. 

Frequent change of Directors of the HafEkine Institute, . 193- 

93, 569-70. 

Frequent changes in the appointment of Director of the Hoffkine- 
lustitute, . 897. 

High rents in paid by the Army Authorities. 1113-14. 

Inconveniently early departure of the Poona Mail from . 431- 

32. 

Issue of fidelity bonds by the currency office co-operative society, 

695. 

Length of service in of the present Commissioner of Income-tar, 

Presidency. 95-96. 

Non-appointment of Public Works Department Accountants on the 
Lloyd Barrage Scheme in . 604. 

Pay of Assistant Commissioners of Income-tax in and Sind. 

97. 

Postvrala igrstem at the Ealbadevi post office in . 886-87. 

Rent and purchase price of “ Thakersey House ” and “ Irwin 
Hoiise ” in . 888. 

Supersession in the — Currency Office. 693-94. 

Tenders for the conveyance of mails between and England. 

708. 

Unification of the Kanarese-Speaking Districts of Madras and 

Presidencies. 436, 437-38. 

Witnesses examined in by the Posts and Tclegi-aphs Retrench- 
ment Sub-Committee in . 709. 

BOMBAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

Employees of the Times of India nominated to the . 399- 

400. 

Names of Members of the of the Great Indian Peninsula Rail- 

way. 397. 

BOMBAY, BARODA AND CENTRAL INDIA RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway (s) ”. 

BOMBAY PRESIDENCY— 

Question re — 

Decline in the foreign trade of the . 610. 

Gradation list of Divisional Accountants in the . 603-04. 

BOIilBING OPERATIONS— 

Question re cost and effect of 


on the Frontier. 406. 
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BOND(S)— 

Question re — 

Issue of fidelity by the Bombay Currency Office Co-operative 

Credit Society. 696. 

Issue of per cent, treasury . 1126. 

BONUS— 

Question re for Indian “ A ” grade railway apprentices. 519. 

BOOKING OFFICE— 

Question re delay in opening of the third class at Patna junction 

railway station. 23-24. 

BOUNTIPIS— 

Question re paid to the Tata Iron and Steel Company by Govern- 

ment. 577. 

BOVBNSCHBN, MR.— 

Question re appointment of to the Army Retrenchment Sub- 

Committee. 396. 

BRAHMINS— 

, Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ” re representation of non and Bombay Karnatak 

at the Round Table Conference and Minorities Sub-Committees. 
1246-49. 

BRAND1NG-- 

Qirestion re of mares in the Jhelum canal colonies. 267-70. 

BRIDGE— 

Question re remodelling of the Kotri railway over the Indus. 

167-68. 

BRIJ K1 SHORE, RAI BAHADUR LADA- 

Question re — 

Duties of the General Secretary, Indian Railway Conference Associa- 
tion and his office. 912. 

Duties of the Staff and Assistant Staff Superintendent on the East 
Indian Railway. 912. 

Economy in the Publicity Departments of Railways. 913. 

Licences to supply food on State Railway systems. 911. 

Retrenchment of State railways. 911-12. 

Retrenchments due to amalgamation of Audit and Accounts offices. 
909-11. 

Train examiners at railway junctions. 913. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 238-39. 

Control of money lending and rates of interest. 851, 852. 

BRITAIN— 

Question re trade between India and Japui and India and — — . 
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BRITISH ABM7— 

See “ Army 

BRITISH COLONIES— 

Question re repatriation of Indian settlers from . 388-89. 

BRITISH INDIA— 

Question re hydro-electric installations in . 667. 

BRITISH SHIPPING COMPANIES— 

Question re deferred rebates system of . 578-79. 

BRITISH TRADE— 

Bee “ Trade(s) ”. 

BRITISH TRADE AGENCY— 

Question re inspection of the , Gartok, and pay of the British Trade 

Agent. 818. 

BRITISH TRADE AGENT— 

Question re inspection of the British Trade Agency, Gartok, and pay 
of the . 818. 

BROADCASTING— 

Question re future policy regarding . 1154-55. 

BROADCASTING COMPANY— 

Question re officers of the Indian maintained by Government. 

706. 

BROOKE- ELLIOTT, MR. C.— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (AmendmOnt 6f 
section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 467-69. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 943, 950, 953-59, 962, 971. 
Heavy Chemical Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 724-26. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1012, 1013-24, 1024, 1025, 
1026, 1027, 1040, 1042, 1048, 1049, 1050. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Question (Supplemmitary) re — 

Alleged influence of Magistrates by Public Prosecutors. 94. 
Passports for persons leaving India. 513-15. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 240-42. 

Control of money lending and rates of interest. 846-47. 

High Courts. 639-41, 643. 

BUDGET- 

Question re provision ip the in connection with post office cadi 

certificates. 901-02! 
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BUIIiDING&- 

Question re payments from Cantonment funds of compensation lor — — 
on sites resumed by Oovemment. 605. 

BULBS— 

Question re training of Indians in the manufacture of electric 

434. 


BUNGALOW (S)— 

Question re — 


for the Managing Staff of the Government of India Press, New 

Delhi. 1406. 

Rent for recovered from thie Manager and Assistant Manager, 

Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1407. 

Resumption of certain in Npwshera Cantonment. 605-06. 


BURHANPURr- 

Questiou re — 

Inconvenient use made of the passenger sheds and platforms at 

railway station. 107. 

Proiision of a road to the north of — — railway station. 107. 

Provision of an extra gate at railway station. 107. 

Removal of a public latrine from the proximity of the third class 
waiting room at railway station. 108. 

Storage of dry fish and hides on the passenger platform at rail- 

way station. 108. 


BURMA— , 

Question re — 

63 Indians as postal superintendents in the Circle. 

Assistance for Madrasi Cultivators in . 418. 

Cadres in the postal department in . 1133. 

Condition of Madrasi residents, traders and labourers in . 417- 

Correspondence on the subject of Madrasis in . 418. 

eeapitation of the bodies of certain Burman rebels hanged in . 

administration of and the railways. 

Departure of Indians from . 419 , 

^ Unite^Pro^n^ by^Jmmigrants from Bihar and Orissa and the 
Disturbances in . 10 - 11 . 

Effect of the Burmtese rebellion on Indian investments in 

Extmsion of the Assam Bengal Railway to the border of 

Financial aid for Indians in . 730 
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BUBMA--conf4 

Qu«stion re — contd. 

Inspectors of post offices in the circle. 1162. 

Losses of immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and the United Pro- 
vinces settled in . 779. 

Military wounded and murdered in . 778. 

Number of Xndians assaulted, robbed, etc., in . 778. 

Proclamation of Martial Law in . 778-79. 

Protection of Indians in 780. 

Bebellion in . 597-98, 993. 

Bepresentations on the plight of Indians in . 777. 

Serious situation of Indians in . 777-78. 

Besolution re rebellion in . 855-63. 

BUBMA RAILWAY— 

See “ Railway (s) ”. 

BUBMAN REBEL (S)— 

See “ Rebel(s) ”. 

BURMESE REBELLION— 

Question re — 

Effect of the on Indian investments in Burma. 176. 

Grant of pensions to the families of soldiers killed in the ■■ — 
976. 1 

BUSINESS— 

See “ Statement of Business ”. 

BYE-LAWS— 

Question re alleged reaetionary in Mardan Cantonment. 788. 
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CABLE COMPANIES— 

Question re merging of Wireless and in India. 11-12. 

CALCUTTA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Port Trust. 

595. • 

Case of Babu Abinash Chandra Chakravarti, a compositor invalided 

from the Government of India Press, . 1167. 

Clerks trained at the training school for Accountants at . 671. 

Construction of a central railway station in . 390, 494-95. 

Contracts for motor mail services in Madras and . 1191-93. 

Conviction for cheating of a clerk in the Crew Department, East 
Indian Railway, . 1384. 

Cost of Military students at the Medical College. 701-02. 
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CALCUTTA— coniA 
Question re — eontd. 

Dismissal of an itikrnan in the Eastern Bengal Railway Priess, 

1168. 

Hindu and Muhammadan reserve clerks in the General Post 

Office. 988. 

Inconvenient arrangements at for the reservation of berths on 

the East Indian Railway. 410. 

Indian air service from Karachi to — . 21-22. 

Indianisation of superior services in the Engineering Department of 
the Port Trust. 593-94, 595. 

Leave granted to an overseer at the Government of India Press, . 

1171. 

Medical certificates of employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Press, . 1168. 

Memorial for the introduction of a works Committee at the Bast 
Indian Railway Press, . 1171. 

Memorial for the introduction of a works committee at the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Press, . 1167. 

Memorial from the employees of the East Indian Railway Press, — 
1168-69. 

Memorials from employees of the East Indian and Eastern Bengal 
Railway Presses, . 1168. 

Mileage run by Messrs. Garage, Calcutta, Limited, in the conveyance 
of mails in . 256-57. 

Muslim representation in certain Government of India offices in . 

6. 

Non-grant of medical leave with pay to temporary pieceworkers in 
the Government of India Press, . 1165. 

Press employees’ Association, . 1164-65. 

Racial discrimination in pay in the Engineering Department of the 
Port Trust. 594-95. 

Reduction of freight on wheat from the Punjab to . 286-88. 

Reduction of Indian Engineers by the , Port Trust. 594. 

Retrenchment in Government of India offices in . 1-2. 

Strength of super\'ising and operating staffs in the East Indian Rail- 
way Press at and at Howrah. 1169. 

Students’ concessions for travelling between Jadabpur and — — . 
495-96. 

Training school for Railway Accounts in . 187. 

CALICUT— 

Question re transfer to remote stations of office bearers of fte 

Branch Postal Union. 426. 

CANDIDATE (S)— 

Question re — 

iees charged from for examinations in Rajputana. 1188. 

QtiaJificatiohs of for the Indian Medical Service. 25. 
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CANTONMBNT(S)— 

Question r«-^ 

Abolition of plural member constituencies for Boards. 802. 

Alleged reactionary bye-laws in Mardan . 788. 

Appointment of Advisory Boards in . 802-03. 

Appointment of President of the Secunderabad Board. 787. 

Creation of elected Boards in 787-88. 

Doctors appointed in charge of hospitals. 788-89. 

Drainage and water supply scheme required for Cawnpore . 

789-90. 

Expulsion from Barrackpore of Jagannath Prasad Singh. 

480-81. 

Poes charged from hawkers at fairs in Cawnpore . 789. 

Issue of a distress warrant against Bishambhar Dass in Nowshera 
. 803. 

Licences for carrying on trade in . 785-86. 

Non-representation of the people of at the Bound Table Con- 

xerence. 801-02. 

Prohibition of Gandhi caps and BIhaddar in Bannu . 12-13. 

Promotions to the post of Inspector Officers in . 1185-86. 

Be- admission to of persons expelled on account of political agita- 

tion. 497-98. 

Besidents expelled from . 606. 

Besnmption of certain bungalows in Nowshera . 605-06. 

Standard plans for houSes in Cawnpore . 804. 

Taxation in . 803-04. 

CANTONMENT ACT— 

See “ Act(s) ”. 

CANTONMENT BOARDS— 

Question re constitution of elected in the North West Frontier 

Province. 416-17. 

CANTONMENT FUNDS— 

Question re payments from of compensation for buildings on slti^S 

resumed by Government. 605. 

CANTONMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

CANVAS— 

Question re importation of cheap rubber and shoes from Japan. 

52-53. 

CAPITAL- 

Question re outflow of for sterling loans. 1123. 

CAPITATION CHARGES— 

Question re for British Army recruits in India. 12. 
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OAFS— 

Question re prohibition of Gandhi and Elhaddar in Banna Canton* 

ment. 12-13. 

CAEBIAGE AND WAGON SHOPS— 

Question re appointment of Indians in the of the Bombay, Boroda 

and Central India Railway, Ajmer. 876. 

CARRIAGES— 

Question re deterioration of passenger on the East Indian Railway. 

573. 

CASE FOR INDIA ”— 

Question re proscription of a book entitled the by Dr. Will Durant. 

667-68. 

CASH CERTIFICATE (S)— 

Question re — 

Provision in the Budget in connection with post office . 901- 

02 . 

Savings Bank, and Government Security work in post offices. 

194. 


CASUAL LEAVE— 

See “ Leave ”. 

GA8UALTY(IBS)— 

Question re — 

among Hindus and Muhammadans in the recent disorders in 

Dera Ismail Khan. 596. 

in the Peshawar riots of 1930. 404. 

CATERING DEPARTMENT— 

Question re transfer of control of the of the Eastern Bengal Rail- 

way from headquarters to the districts. 435. 

CATTLE— 

Question re storage of fodder for on the roofs of the lavatories of 

Indian clerks’ quarters in New Delhi. 975-76. 

CAWNPORE— 

Question re — 

Censorship of reports of the disturbances. 15. 

or? supply scheme required for Cantonment. 

Pees charged from hawkers at fairs in Cantonment. 789. 

Standard plans for houses in Cantonment. 804. 

CENSORSHIP— 

Question re of reports of the Cawnpore disturbances. 15. 
CENSUS— 


Questi^ re populations of the provinces according 


to the recent . 
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CENTRAL BOARD OP REVENUE— 

Question re pay and allowances in the office of the . 1114. 

CENTRAIi GOVERNMENT— 

Question re — 

Conununal representation in servicles. 579-80. 

Cost of the Lee Commissions* recommendations in the and the 

Provinces. 666. 

Paucity of Muslim clerks in offices of the . 999-1000. 

Position of minorities in services under the control of the — . 
476. 

CENTRAL JAIL— 

See “ Jail(s) ”. 

CENTRAL LEGISLATURE— 

See “ Legislature (s) ”. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES— 

Question re collieries owned by Government in Bengal, Bihar and the 
. 878. 

CEYLON - 

Question re Indian labourers in . 27-29. 

CHAIRMEN— 

Nomination of the Panel of and appointment of the Committee on 

Petitions. 60. 

CHAKRAVARTI, BABU ABINASH CHANDRA— 

Question re case of a compositor invalided from the Government 

of India Press, Calcutta. 1167. 

CHAMBER OP COMMERCE— 

Question rc representation of the Indian at the Round Table 

Conference. 867. 

CHANDI MAL GOLA, BHAGAT— 

Question re retrenchment in the Home Department. 1465. 

.CHEATING— 

Question re con\’iction for of a clerk in the Crew Department, 

East Indian Railway, Calcutta. 1384. 

CHBT'PY, MR. R. K. SHANMUKHAM— 

Question re manufactured in India. 40. 

CIIBTTY, MR. R. K. SHANMUKHAM— 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 117, 119-23. 

Question re export of gold from India. 1467-69. 

Resolution re — 

Draft convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1522. 
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CHBITY, MR. R. K. SHANMTJKHAH-confd 
Resolution re — contd. 

Exchange, Gold Reserves and the JSupplmentary Finance BilL 
1057-68, 1101-03. 

Statement on the Financial Position. 1031, 1033, 1036, 1037. 
CHIEF ENGINEEI^- 

Question re dischai^e on account of retrenchment of Mr. Abdul Rashid 
from the office of the , Surveys and Construction, Lahore. 582. 

CHIEF PERSONNEL OPPICERr- 
8ee “ Personnel Ofl8cer(s) ”. 


CHIEP REPORTBRr- 
8ee “ Reporter ”. 

CHIEP STORE-KEEPERr- 
Question re — 

Creation of an appointment of in the Central Public Works 

Department, Delhi. 998. 

Non-appointment of an Indian as in the Central Public Works 

Department, Dtelhi. 998-99. 

CHILD MARRIAGE RESTRAINT ACT— 

8ee “ Act(s) ”. 


CHILDREN— 

Question re lack of educational facilities for the of Press em- 

ployees in New Delhi. 1403, 


CHILDREN’S WARD— 

Question re — 

Provmion of a in the Peshawar hospital in memoiw of the 
children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 685. 

CHINESE MARKET- 

Question re development of Indian Industrie for the Chinese market. 

CHINESE TEA— 

Question re duty on . 996. 

CHINOY, MR. RAHIMTOOLA M.— 

Oath of OfiSce. 151. 

Question re p^ponement of examinations for the Indian Audit and 
Accounts Service and the Indian Forest service. 1196-97. 
CHITTAGONG— 


^‘'*615-17. at Dera Ismail Khan and at 

Q Ticsliioii y6' ** 

Aiyotataent ot a Bevetmeat Time-Kotpat at %3. 

.and cox ,( a Mapaph 
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CHITTAGONG— 

Question re — contd. 

Lack of facilities for passengers on certain platforms at the 

Railway station. 100. 

Military pensions granted to residents in tiie district. 4. 

Repair of the Arracan Road in the district of . 104. 

Robberies in post offices in the distripts of and Dacca. 7. 

Work at the Jetties. 101-02. 

CHOTKHAND— 

Question re transfer to another Tillage of the Sub-Post office. 

697. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY— 

Question re foreign line passes limited to Anglo-Indians and 

Europeans. 492-93. 

CINCHONA PLANTATIONS— 

Question re treatment of malaria and area of . 42-44. 

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION— 

See “ Administration 
CIVIL AVIATION— 

Question re Government policy in regard to . 784. 

CIVIL COURT (S)— 

See “ Coui-t(s) ” 

CIVIL LINES— 

Question re expenditure for electric charges for the Delhi Post 

Office. 984. 

CLASSIFICATION— 

Question re rules for the of prisoners. 86. 

CLEARING ACCOUNTS OFFICE- ‘ 

Question re appointment of Sikhs in the . 670. 

CLERICAL ESTABLISHMENTS- 
Question re — 

of Government of India Departments. 819. 

Recruitment to the of the Government of India Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 1407-08. 

of the Railway Board. 1132. 

CLERICAL SERVICE— 

Question re Sikh candidates at examinations for the in Govem-r 

ment of India offices. 775 

CLERICAL STAFF— 

Question re safeguarding the interests of Muslims in the of the 

Government of India offices. 1109. 
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CLBRK(S)— 

Question re — 

Admission of Railway Mail Service — r- to the Accountants' exami- 
nation. 1399. 

Admission of Railway Mail Service to the selection ^rade 

examination. 1400. 

Admission to the Public Service Commission Examination of un- 
qualified . 433-34. 

Allegations of communal bias against a in the office of the 

Public Service Commission. 1005. 

Allotment of ' quarters at Phagli, Simla. 1110-11. 

Appointment and leave cases dealt with by Hindu in certain 

post offices. 796. 

Appointment in the Delhi General Post Office. 1379-80. 

Appointment of in the office of the Development Commissioner 

of the North West Frontier Province. 1149-50. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Head on the North Western Railway. 

669. 

Appointment of temporary postal at Delhi and Simla. 798. 

Appointment of two brothers as Head in the Delhi General 

post office. 797. 

Casual leave for officers and of the North Western Railway. 

1163-64. 

Charge for letxc'ess water at the ' quarters, Phagli, Simla. 925- 

26. 

appointed by Mr. Rai in the Aligarh Postal Division. 797. 

dealing with appointment and leave eases in the Postal Depart- 
ment. 79^7. 

trained at the training school for Accountants at Calcutta. 

671. 

Conviction for cheating of a in the Crew Department, East 

Indian Railway, Calcutta. 1384. 

Death of Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim, in the Delhi Post Office. 

799. 

Employment of Muhammadan in the Engineering Branch of 

the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 290. 

Employment of relatives of the Head in the Government of 

India Press, Simla. 1160-61. 

Hindu and Muhammadan reserve in the Calcutta General 

Post Office. 988. 

Hours of work of Muslim in the Karachi General Post Office. 

795. 

Muslim —— and sub-postmasters employed on the Mekran Coast 
and the Persian Gulf. 792. 

Nomtransf er of Head and appointment from certain post 

omces. 799. * 

N^ber of Mu^m and Head in certain Postal Divisions. 
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CLEBKCS)— «oyrfd. 

Question re — eontd. 

Number of Muslim , etc., in certain Postal Circles. 800. 

OflScers’ and - — ’ grades on the North Western Bailway. 491. 

Paucity of Muslim in offices of the Central Government. 999- 

1000. 

Pay of in the Secretariat and Attached offices. 997-98. 

Pay of postal . 481-82. 

Pay of telegraphists and postal . 263-64. 

Permanent appointment of temporary qualified . 824. 

Promotion of to the lower division of the Secretariat. 1127- 

28. 

Punishment of a in the Madras General Post Office. 914. 

Qualifying examination for third division . 774. 

Recruitment of Sikh on the North Western Railway. 767-68. 

Rent for Government quarters paid by in Simla and Delhi 

during the months of April and October. 984-85. 

Representations from Pandit Kashi Prasad Dikshit, formerly a 

in the Government Press, Allahabad. 523-24. 

Safeguarding the interests of Muslims in reductions of in the 

Frontier Civil Accounts and Audit offices. 408. 

Shop run hy the Head Government of India Press, Simla. 

1160. 

Storage of fodder for cattle on the roofs of the lavatories of Indian 
quarters in New Delhi. 975-76. 

Supersession of certain in the Income-tax Commissioner’s 

Office, Punjab. 1004. 

Temporary retrenched by the Assam Bengal Railway. 103. 

Tennis court for Government of India at Phagli. 928. 

COAL— 

Question re — 

Alleged sale of of the power house in New Delhi. 1134. 

Bengal and Bihar sent to Bombay. 700-01. 

Import of African to India. 700. 

CODE— 

Question re Educational for Ajmer-Merwara. 1156. 

CODE OP CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL - 
See “ Bill(s) ”. 

COLLECTOR^ 

Question re separation of the office of the District and Sessions Judge, 

Ajmer, from that of Commissioner and , Ajmer-Merwara. 

508. 
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COLLEGE (S)— 

Question re — 

Candidates from the North-West Frontier Province sent to tiie Agri- 
cultural , Lyallpur. 403. 

Employment of students of the Benares Engineering as unpaid 

apprentices in the Lucknow Railway workshop. 791. 

Statement (laid on the Table) by the Honourable Khan Bahadur 
Minn Sir Fazl-i-Husaiu r^arding number of English High Schools 
and in India. 1175. 

COLLIERIES— 

Question re owned by Government in Bengal, Bihar and the 

Central Provinces. 878. 

COLONIES— 

Question re recruitment of GoanCse in Departments in the East 
African . 1401. 

COMBINED HOSPITAL— 

Question re transfer of Dr. Deish, Assistant Surgeon, , New 

Delhi. 1133. 

COMBINED OFFICES- 

Question re conversion of departmental telegraph offices into . 

197-99, 696-97, 708. 

COMMERCIAL AND ENGINEERING SUPERIOR SERVICES— 

Question re Indianisation of the of the North Western Railway. 

673-76. 


COMMISSION (S)— 

Question re — 

Cost of Royal and . 504. 

Grant of .senior to officers of the Indian Territorial Force and 

the University Training Corps. 790-91. 

Printing of reports of on labour, retrenchment, etc. 1166-67. 

Report of the Royal on Labour. 387, 1172. 

COMMISSIONER— 

Question re — 


Court of the Judicial of Ajmer-Merwara. 

508 - 10 . 


Separation of the office of 
from that of and 


the District and Sessions Judge, Ajmer, 
Collector, Ajmer-Merwara. 508. 


COMMISSIONER OP INCOME-TAX— 


Question re — 


^10^*°^*°* * Muslim as Assistant in the Punjab. 1008, 

^tty.‘'%5-96®® “ Bombay Presi- 

Supersession of. certain clerks in the office, Punjab. 1004. 
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COMMISSIONER OP SIND— 

Question re extra powers of the — — . 95. 

COMMITTBB(S)— 

Election of Members to the Advisory Publicity . 1176, 1327, 

1408. 

Election of Members to the Standing for the Depa rtment of 

Industries and Labour. 61, 529, 618. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for- - 
“ Miscellaneous ” re — 

Inadequate representation of Mu.ssalmans in the Pedoral Structure 

and Minority and the Round Table Conference. 1241-43. 

Non-participation of the representatives of the h^ederation of 
Indian Merchants' Chambers and Industries in the Federal 

Structure and the Round Tfible (Conference. 1232-34. 

Non-representation of tlie Jain community at the Federal Structure 

or the Itound Table Conference. 1243-44. 

Representation of noii-Brahmins and Bombay Karnatak at the 

Round Table Conference and the Minorities Sub . 1246- 

49. 

Question re — 

Allotment of funds by tli'e Ro*ad for the improvement of roads 

in the Bhagalpur district. 868-69. 

Allowances of the Frontier Regulation and certain other . 

102-03. 

Appointment of a nephew of a member of the Bengal and North 

Western Railway Inquiry in the Traffic Service. 8855. 

on Frontier Defence. 403-04. 

Cost of retrenchment sub and the retrenchment effected by 

them. 424-25. 

Delhi Text Book . 601. 

Discussion of the reports of the Retrencliment . 1194-95. 

Employees of the Times of India nominated to the Bombay Railway 
Advisory . 399-400. 

Expenditure by the Bengal and North Western Railway on its En- 
quiry . 886. 

Failure to appoint a Sikh to the Sandliurst . 586. 

League of Nations on economic and agricultural depression. 

904. 

Memorandum of the All-India Postal and Royal Mail Service Union 

to the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment Advisory . 711- 

12 . 

Memorial for the introduciion of a works at the Eastern Bengal 

Railway Press, Ca:cinta. 1167, 1171. 

Names of members of the Bombay Advisory of the Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 397-98. 

Opinions supporting the Hide Cess Enquiry Report. 1174-75, 

Proposals before the Retrenchment . 392. 

Recommendations of Drug . 32-38. 
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COSIMITTEE (S)— oowfd. 

Question re — contd. 

Recommendations of the Workshops Inquiry . 519. 

Refusal of the Tanganyika Indian delegation to attend the Joint 
Parliamentary . 422. 

Report of the Bengal and North Western Railway Enquiry . 

88r)-86. 

Report of the ai)]minted on the recommendation of the Defence 

Snb of the Round Table Conference. 872. 

Report of the Frontier Crimes Regulation — 813-14. 

Report of the Hides Cess Enquir>^ . 1174. 

Report of the Indian Sandhurst . 693. 

Report of the Posts and Telegraphs Accounts Enquiry . 697. 

Reports of on tJie Tndiajiisation of the Army in India. 872-73. 

Rei)orts of Retrencliment . 665-66, 813. 

Witnesses examined in Bombay by the Posts ami Telegraphs Re- 
trenchment Sub — in Bombay. 709. 

Statement laid on the table by tli(‘ Honourable Sir Ceorge Rainy re 

I'eport of the on the purchase of the Bengal and North 

Western and Rohilkiiiid and Kumaon Railways. 111-12. 

COMMITTEE ON PETITIONS— 

Nomination of the Panel of Chairman and appointment of the . 

60. 

COMMODITIES— 

Question re directory of available on the Bengal Nagpur Railway 

system. 501. 

COMMUNAL BIAS— 

Question re — 

Allegations of — ; — against a Ilindii clerk in tin* ofTicc of the Public 
Service Commission. 1005. 

Allegations of in the Baluchistan Postal Division. 1380. 

COMMUNAL COMPOSITION— 

Question re — 

of postal staff in certain ])ost offices. 1380-81. 

of postal staff in certain |)ostal divisions. 918-19. 

COMMUNAL CONSIDERATIONS— 

Question re in retremdiment of staff in Gov(‘rnmeiit Departments. 

665. 

COMMUNAL INEQUALITY— 

Question re — 

in GoverniiKiiit services. 106. 

Review of in the North-West Frontier Province. 1150. 

COMMUNAL PROPAGANDA— 

Hee Propaganda 
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COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION— 

Question re policy of on the North Western Railway. 767. 

See also ‘‘ Representation (s) 

COMMUNICATION— 

Question re direct between the Army authorities and the War 

Office. 265-66. 

COMMUNITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

affected in reductions made in the Forest Research Institute 

and the Survey of India Department at Dehra Dun. 685-86. 

of employees discharged from the Railway Clearing Ilouse, 

Delhi. 774. 

of employees discharged or reduced in certain North Western 

Railway Departments. 774. 

Qualification and of the employees of the Government of India 

Press, Simla. 1172. 

Representation of in the office of the Executive Engineer, VII 

Division, New Delhi. 1184-:15. 

Represent a ti on of various in appointments of Executive En- 

gineers in the Delhi Public Works Department. 979-80. 

Safeguarding of the interests of minority in appointments to 

Audit and Accounts oflices in the United Provinces. 806-07. 

COMMUTATION— 

Question re of death sentences. 22-23. 

COMPENSATION— 

Question re to Sardar Ganga Singh for the shooting of his 

children and wife. 768-69. 

COMPETITION- - 

Question re protection of the Indian hosiery industry from Japanese 
. 880. 

COMPOSITOR(S)— 

Question re case of Babu Abinash Chander Chakravarti, a invalid- 

ed from the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1167. 

COMPULSORY LABODE^ 

Resolution re draft convention on forced or . 1509-25. 

CONCBSSION(8)— 

Question re — 

and privileges allowed on State Railways to Anglo-Indians and 

Indian subordinates. 681. 

granted to Muslims during the Ramzan. 796. 

Grant of Lee passage to non-Asiatic non-superior officers in 

Railway Service. 598-99. 

Students’ for travelling between Jadabpur and Calcutta. 

495-96. 
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CONFERENCE (S)— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — 

“ Expenditure in England Secretary of State for India ” re — 

Non-representation of Nationalist Muslims in the Round Table 

. 1493-96. 

“ Miscellaneous ” re — 

Inadequate representation of Bengal at the Round Table -. 

1228-32. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in i,he Federal Structure 

and Minority Committees and the Round Table . 1241-43. 

Inadequate representation of the landholders and zamindars at 

the Round Table . 1237-41. 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federation of 
Tntlian Merchants’ Chambers and Industries in the Federal 

Structure Committee and the Round Table . 1232-34. 

Non-representation of Orissa at the Round Table . 1234-37. 

Non-representation of the Jain community at the Federal Structure 

Committe'e or the Round Table . 1243-44. 

Representation of non-Brahmins and Bombay Karnatak at the 
Round Table and Minorities Sub-Committees. 1246-49. 

Question re — 

Annual of Chief Faetoi’y Inspectors. 185. 

Attendance of the Public Health Commissioner with thei Govern- 
ment of India at outside India. 291-93, 568. 

at Paris on the silver question. 997. 

at Simla on retrenchment. 14. 

of wheat growing countries in London. 903-04. 

on the Indian question in South Africa. 395. 

relating to the International Convention on the treatment of 

foreigners. 52. 

Nominations from the Punjab for the Round Table . 582-85. 

Non-representation of the people of Cantonments at the Round Table 
. 801-02. 

Representation of aborigines of Bihar and Orissa at the Round Table 
. 770-71. 

Representation of Bengal landholders at the Round Table . 

573. 

Resolution of the All-India Medical re the Indian Medical Re- 

gister. 525. 

Resolution of the Tanganyika Indian . 421. 

Resolutions of the All-India Medical . 524. 

Result of the Divisional Personnel officers’ at Lahore. 767. 

Selection of a representative from the Karnatak for the Round Table 
. 438. 

World on silver. 902. 

Recommendation of the International Labour re prevention of 

industrial accidents. 1408-10. 
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CONFIRMATION ( S)— 

Question re of temporary employees in the Railway Board. 1193. 

CONGRESS— 

Question re — 

report on India’s financial obligations. 571-72. 

Correspondence relating to breaches of the pact with the . 592. 

Non-restoration to the of the Ashram in Thana Bihpiur in 

Bihar. 771. 

Reported seizure of property. 1126. 

CONGRESSMEN— 

Question re convictions of after the Irwin-Gandhi agreement. 

504-05. 

CONSTITUENCIES— 

Question re abolition of plural member for Cantonment Boards. 

802. 

CONSTITUTION— 

Resolution re powers of the Governor General under the new . 

643-52. 

CONTRACT (S)— 

Question re — 

for motor mail services in Madras and Calcutta. 1191-93. 

Exemption from the ncAV customs duty of outstanding for the 

importation of wheat. 384. 

Renewal of the with the Imperial Bank of India. 1124. 

CONTRACTOR (S)— 

Purchase by postal officials of motor cars from motor mail . 1105. 

CONTROL SYSTEM OFFICERS- 

Question re selection and pay of on the North Western Railway. 

91-92. 

CONTROLLER(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs as on the North Western Railway. 671. 

Creation of a post of of Foreign Mails in Bombay. 482. 

CONVENTION (Si- 

Question re conference relating to the International on the treat- 

ment of foreigners. 52. 

Resolution re — 

Draft on forced or compulsory labour. 1509-25. 

Draft regulating hours of work in offices, hotels, etc. 1525-31. 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCES— 

See “ Allowance (s) ”. 

CONVICT(S)— 

Question re employment of an ex in the Postal Department. 913. 
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CONVICTION(S)— 

Question re — 

for cheating of a clerk in the Crew Department, Bast Indian 

Railway, (Calcutta. 1384. 

- of Congressmen after the Irwin-Gandhi agreement. 504-05. 

COOLY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Arrangements on steamers carrying from Malaya to India. 

1111 - 12 . 

Employment of on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 1401- 

02 . 

CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT SO(UETY— 

Question re — 

Issue of fidelity bonds by the Bombay Currency Office, . 695. 

Procedure for admission to the Postal Department . 033-34. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES— 

Question re report on in Tanganyika by Mr. Strickland. 421. 

CORDITE FACTORY— 

Question re — 

Gratuities for retrenched men at the at Aravankadu. 936. 

Monthly and daily rates of ])ay at the at Aravankadu. 936 

Retrenchment at the — — nl Aravankadu. 934-36. 

See also Factory (ies) 

CORRESPONDENCE— 

Question re — 

on the subject of Madrasis in Burma. 418. 

relating to breaches of the pact with the Congress. 592. 

COTTON— 

Question re — 

Feared dumping of American into India. 597. 

Railway freight on wheat and . 1117. 

COUNCIL OP STATE— 

Address by His Excellency the Viceroy to the Members of the and 

the Legislative Assembly. 341-46. 

COURT (S)— 

Question re — 

Dilatory methods of Civil in Ajmer-Merwara. 512-13. 

Frequent postponement of cajses in the Ajmer Civil . 513. 

Resolution re Civil decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 
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COURT-FEE (S)— 

Question re — 

prescribed by Local Council Acts. 875. 

Enactment of a uniform Act for the whole of India. 875- 

Excessive prescribed by Local Governments. 874. 

COURT-FEES ACT— 

See Act(s) 

CRERAR, THE IIONOTTRABLE SIR JAMES— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of sec- 
tion 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 439, 460, 461, 470-71. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1051-52. 

Indian Press Bill — (Introduced on 15th January, 1931) — 

Motion for leave to withdraw. 61-62, 65. 

Indian Press Bill — (Introduced on 7th September, 1931) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 65, 66. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 300-05, 310. 

Motion to refer to Select Committees and to Circulate. 358, 360, 
364, 365, 535, 556-60. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee. 713. 

Motion to consider as re])orted by the Select Committee. 1176. 
Motion for leave to withdraw. 1273, 1274. 

Indian Press ( Emerf^ency Powers) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1274. 

Motion to consider. 1274, 1275-77. 

Motion to circulate. 1281-82, 1292. 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1318-19, 1320, 
1322, 1325-26. 

Motion to consider clause 3. 1329-30, 1334, 1344-47, 1353-54, 1354-55, 
1357-58, 1371-72. 

Consideration of clause, 4. 1373-74, 1375, 1430, 1432. 

Consideration of clause 5. 1438. 

Consideration of clause 6. 1439-40. 

Consideration of clause 7. 1441-43, 1444. 

Consideration of clause 9. 1445, 1446. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1449. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1450. 

Consideration of clause 25. 1454-55. 

Consideration of clause 30. 1459. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1461, 1462. 

Consideration of the title and preamble. 1463. 

Motion to pass. 1469, 1470, 1472, 1473, 1489-91. 

Motion for Adjournment re shooting of Detenus at the Hijli Deten- 
tion Camp. 713, 748-52, 753, 756, 757, 762-63. 
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CRERAR, THE HONOTTRABLE SIR JAMBS— cow#d. 

Motion for the election of members to the Advisory Publicity Com- 
mitteie. 1176. 

Resolution re — 

Control of money-lendinj? and rates of interest. 661-63, 855. 

Draft Convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1509-13, 1515, 
1516, 1521-22, 1525. 

High Couris. 628-30, 642. 

Rebellion in Burma. 863. 

CREW DEPARTMENT 
Question re — 

Allegations against certain Inspectors in the at Luclmow. 1385. 

Conviction for clieating of a elerk in the , Bast Indian Railway, 

Calcutta. 1384. 

CREW INSPBCTOR(S)— 

See “ Inspector (s) 

CREW STAFF— 

Question re — 

Allowances of on tlie East Indian Railway. 1390, 1391. 

Control of travelling ticket examiners and on the East Indian 

Railway. 1386. 

Employment of on other than their legitimate duties. 1385- 

86 . 

Prevention by of passengers from boarding trains. 1385. 

Uniforms siqiplied to — -- and travelling ticket examiners on the 
East Indian Railway. 1396. 

CREW SYSTEM— 

Question re — 

Charges against .Mr. Harris when in charge of the . 80-81. 

of Railway ticket che(tking. 79-80. 

Discharge of travelling ticket Inspectors on the abolition of the 

on the East Indian Railway. 1393-94. 

Qualifications and service of certain employees and their pay after 
abolition ot tJic on the East Indian Railway. 1394. 

CRIMES REGULATION COMMITTEE— 

Question re report of the P^rontier . 813-14. 

CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re employmiont as a Member of the Public Service Commis- 
sion of the head of the . 1118-19. 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE CODE— 

Question re — 

Application of section 144, . 412. 

Judges’ remarks on amendments to the . 479. 

CULTIVATORS— 

Question re assistance for Madrasi in Burma. 418. 
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CULVERTS— 

Qu’estion re gfiiarding of in Eastern Bengal daring floods. 533. 

CURRENCY— 

Question re withdrawn from circulation and Government of 

India’s new loan. 1401. 

CURRENCY OFFICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the , Lahore. 497. 

Issue of fidelity bonds by the Bombay Co-operative Credit 

Society. 695. 

Supersession in the Bombay . 693-94. 

CUSTOM(S)— 

Question re decrease in Revenue. 479. 

CUSTOMS DUTY— 

Question re exemption from the new of outstanding contracts 

for the importation of wheat. 384. 

D 


DACCA— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of female attendant for third class passengers 

at railway station. 100. 

Government loan to a private individual at . 613. 

Robberies in jiost offices in the districts of Chittagong and . 7. 

DACOITY— 

Question re restoration of property lost in the Akbarpura . 685. 

DAIRY FARMS— 

Question re appointment of Indians as Managers of Military 

668-69. 

DALAL, DR. R. D.— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1298-1300. 

Question (Supplementary) re alternative procedure to questions. 
1196. 

Resolution re the Imperial Bank of India. 866. 

DALVI, ME. N. A.— 

Question re reversion of from the post of accountant, Dharwar 

Head Post Office. 53-54. 

DAS, MR. A,— 

Question re — 

Facilities for training in agriculture at Pusa. 77-78. 

Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 414-15. 

Recent sterling loan. 78-79. 
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DAS, MB. B.— 

Heavy Chemical Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 721-23. 

Motion to insert a new clause as clause 4. 733. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1268. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to SeliHJt Committee. 135. 

Indian Press Bill — (Introduced on 15th January, 1931) — 

Motion to withdraw, 62-64. 

Indian Press Bill — ( rntrodiicod on 7th September, 1931) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 306-14, 318, 
320, 328, 353, 375, :^78, 533, 534, 535, 546. 

Point of order rais(‘d by .Mr. S. C. gen that the Bill as introduced in 
the Assembly has not been ])ublish'ed in the Gazette and therefore 
all proceedings taken then‘at‘t(u-, viz., the Beport of tlie Select Com- 
mittee, are ultra vires, illegal and void. 1181. 

Motion for leave to withdraw. 1273-74. 

Indian Press (Emergency J^owers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 3. 1339, 1350-52. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1410, 1415. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1449. 

Consideration of clause 30. 1455-56, 1457, 1458. 

Land Customs (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 565-66. 

Motion for adjournment shooting of detenus at the Ilijli detention 
camp. 755-57. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Snpjdementary Grant for — 

‘‘ Miscellaneous ” re — 

Inadequate re present at ioji of Bengal at the Round Table Con- 
ference. 1 230. 

Non-participation of th(» representatives of the Federation of 
Indian Merchants’ Chambers and Industries in the Federal 
Structure Committee and the Round Table Conference. 1232- 
33, 1234. 

Non-representation of Jain community at the Federal Structure 
Committee or the Round Table Confer'ence. 1244. 
Non-representation of Orissa at the Round Table Conference. 
1234-35, 1237. 

Point of order raised by re procedure for discussion of token cuts 

and cuts of larger amounts in Demands for Supplementary grants. 
1228. 

Point of order raised by that he objects under Standing Order 38 

to the motion that the Indian Press (Emergency Pow’ers) Bill be 
taken into consideration. 1274. 
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DAS, MR. B. — contd. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Public TI*e«llh Commissioner witii the Gov- 
ernment of India. 567-68. 

Allotment of quarters in New Delhi. 924-25. 

Appointment of Mr. Bovensehen to the Army Retrenchn\erit Sub- 
Committee. 396. 

Attendance of the Public Health (Commissioner with the Government 
of India at conferences outside India. 568. 

Conference at Paris on the silver question. 997. 

Conference on the Indian question in South Africa. 395. 
Constitution of the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund 
Association. 568-69. 

Frequent change of Director of the llaifkine Institute, Bombay. 
569-70. 

Gratuities paid to senior offic(‘rs of tlie Imperial Bank of India. 
996-97. 

Move to and from Simla. 397. 

Muslim ajritation ajyainst the Kashmir State. 991-92. 

National healtli insurance scheme for India. 567. 

Simla time and standard time. 996. 

Utilisation of thermal springs in India. 567. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Announcement bv the Premier regarding financial lielp it)r India. 
1124. 

Appointment of a J^engali 3tns'im to the Executive (Council of the 
Governor General. 516. 

Aj)pointment of magistrates and judicial officer in Ajmer Merwara 
from a major province. 511-12. 

Export of gold from India. 1468-69. 

Halting allowance payable at Delhi to llu* Deputy Directoi* for Ex- 
ploration. 807-08. 

High rents in Bombay paid by tlie Army authorities. 1113-14. 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 415-16. 

Investment of Provident Funds in single payment sterling insurance 
policies. 1467. 

Passports for persoms leaving India. 513-15. 

Pay of clerks in the Secretariat and Attached Offices. 998. 

Payment by the Great Indian PeniiLsula Railway to the Times of 
India Office for printing and stores. 399. 

Possibililv of reductions of pay and pensions of Government servants. 
502-03. 

Reduction of salaries of the Indian Civil Service. 1154. 
Repatriation of Indian settlers from British colonies. 389. 

Riots in the North-West Frontier Province. 609. 

Sentence of whipping given to a boy in Kenya. 420. 
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IVin. 13. — concldf. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Transfer of control of the civil administration of Aden from the 
Government of Bombay to the Government of India. 691. 
Recommendation of the^ International Labour Conference re prevention 
of industrial accidents. 1410. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 221-23, 229, 233. 

Control of money-lending and rates of interest. 834. 

Draft Convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1518, 1520, 1522- 
25. 

Exchange, gold reserves and the Supplementary Finance Bill. 1065, 
1068, 1086, 1091, 1099. 

Expenditure on roads. 1497. 

Statement by the Honourable Sir George Schuster on the financial 
position. 715, 1034. 

DAYANAND ANGLO-VBDIC HIGH SCHOOL— 

Question re Government grant to the , Ajmer. 1187*88. 

DEATH(S)— 

Expressions of regret on the of Mr. Alexander, Mr. Sahani and 

U. Tok Kyi. 56-58. 

Expressions of regret on the of Mr. K. C. Roy. 71-76. 

DEATH SENTENCES— 

Question re commutation of . 22-23. 

DEBT(S)— 

Question re — 

of Port Trusts. 1122. 

Effe^ of the moratorium and causes of present depression. 

Unfunded of the Government of India. 104 

DECAPITATION— 

Question re of the bodies of certain Burman rebels hanged in 

Burma. 171. 

DECREES-^ 

Resolution rc Civil Court and proceedings against agriculturists. 

199-218. 

DEFALCATION— 

Que^lra re of excess fare money on the East Indian Railway. 
1383-84. 

DEFENCE SUB-COMMITTEE— 

Question re report of the Committee appointed on the recommendation 
,• th® of the Round Table Conference. 872. 

DEFERRED REBATES— 

See “ Rebate(B) 
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DEFICITS— 

Question re incurred in the administration of Burma and the 

Burma Railways. 390-91. 

DEGREES— 

Question re in Mechanical Engineering and Metallurgy. 692. 

DEHRA DUN— 

Question re — 

Communities affected in reductions made in the Forest Research 
Institute and the Survey of India Department at 08.5-86. 

Retrenchment at tlici Forest College, . 176. 

DEISII, DR.— 

Question re transfer of , Assistant .Surgeon, Combined Hospital, 

New DeJhi. 113. 

DELEGATES— ‘ 

Question re. passages of Round Table Conference , etc. 867-68. 

DELEGATION— 

Question rc refusal of the Tanganyilva Indian to attend the Joint 

Parliamentary Committee. 422. 

DELHI-. 

Question re — 

Allegation against an Executive Engineer of the Public Works 
Department, . 1133. 

Allowances of ministerial staff of the Government of India offices 
in . 712. 

AlJow’ances of staffs of the Secretariat and Attaclic-d Offices in 

and Simla. 915, 916, 917. 

A])pointment clerk in the General Post Office. 1379-80. 

Appointment of Hindus hi the office of the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion, . 601-02. 

Appointment of Muslim teacliei’s in . 1108. 

Appointment of Muslims in the General Post Office. 801. 

A])pointment of Muslims to the office of the Deputy Accountant- 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, . 1383. 

Appointment of postmen in the General Post Office. 797-98. 

Appointment of temporarj^ postal clerks at and Simla. 798. 

A})pointment of two brotliers as Head Clerks in the General 

Post Office. 797. 

Appointments in the General Post Office. 801. 

Article in the Postal Advocate, . 795. 

Candidates nominated for examination by the Postmaster, . 

814-15. 

Charges against Mr. J. C. O’Loughlin, Postmaster, . 984. 

Communities of employees discharged from the Railway Clearing 
House, . 774. 

Conveyance allowance for Secretariat staff in . 1189-90. 
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DELHI 

Question re — contd. 

Conveyance allowance granted to the staff of the Government of 
India Seoretariat at . 985-86. 

Convevance allowance paid to Government of India staff at . 

929.*^ 

Corresj)ondenee staff in the General Post Office. 801. 

Creation of an appointment of ('liief Store-Keeper in the Central 
Public Works Department, . 998. 

Death of Mr. ?»[ol]amni«d !h^;^um, a clerk in the Post Office. 

799. 

Public Works Department examination for engiiiocrs. 983. 

Examinations for a])i)ointinent of subordinates in the Public 

Works Department. 980-82. 

Executiv(» Engineers appointed to the Public Works Depart- 

ment. 980. 

Expenditure for electric charges for the Civil Lines post office. 

984. 

Halting allowauc(* payable at to the Deputy Director for Ex- 

ploration. 807-08. 

Hindu and Muiiaiiiiiuulan teachers appointed and dismissed on the 

recommendation of llie District Inspector of Schools, . 602. 

House-rent and house-reiii allowance at Simla and . 916. 

Inconvenient timings of tlie Grant Trunk Ex[)ress between Madras 
and . 907-08. 

Indebtedness of jiostmaster. . 920. 

Maintenance of electric installations and road lighting in Old , 

1134. 

Motor mail mileage of the — - post office. 984. 

Names of officials holding certain educational iiosts in . 1108. 

Nomination for sehxjtion grade* of candidates in the General 

Post Office. 1379. 

Non-appointment of an Indian as Chief Store-Keeper in the Central 
Public Works Department, . 998-99. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan teachers employed in schools 

in . 1108. 

Numbers of Hindu and .Muslim schools iu . 1108. 

Provision of increased intermediate class accommodation for the 
move from Simla to . 1194. 

Quantity of electrical goods booked and used for the General Post 
Office, Kashmir Gate, . 1134. 

Quarters of the boarding house at the Government High School 

603. 6 , . 

Kecognitioii of Muliummadan educational institutions and appoint- 
ment of Muhammadan teaciiers in . 602-03. 

province to services in the Punjab. 

oil - 1 8 . 
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DELHI— concZd. 

Question re — concld. 

Rent for Government quarters paid by clerks in Simla and in 

the months of April and October. 984-85. 

Replacement of Hindus by Muslims in certain appointments in the 
Railway Mail Soi^dcf\ — — 1382-83. 

Representation of varioiis communities in appointments of Executive 
Engineers in the - — Public Works Department. 979-80. 

Temporary subordinates appointed to the Public Works Depart- 

ment. 982-83. 

Transfer of the District Inspector of Scliools, . 602. 

DELHI CAMP ALLOWANCE— 

See “ Allowance (s) 

DELHI TEXT BOOK (^Oi\lM ITTEE— 

Question re . 601. 

DELHI UNIVERSITY— 

See “ University 

DEMANDS FOR UPPLE.M ENTARY GRANTS— GENERAL BUD- 
GET— 

Expenditure in Eiiglaiul under the control of the Secretary of State 
for India. 1492. 

Misceliam'ous. 1 228. 

DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS -MOTIONS FOR 
REDl TCTION— GENEILNL BUDGET- - 

Expenditure in England — Secretary of State for India— 

Non-representation of Nationalist ^Muslims in the Round Table 
Conference. 1493-96. 

Miscellaneous—- 

Inadequate represeiiation of Bengal at the Round Table Conference. 
1228-32. 

Inadequate representation of landhoMers and zamindars at the 
Round Table Couforeiice. 1237-41. 

Inadequate representation of ^lussalmaus in the Federal Structure 
and Minority Committees and the Iiouncl Table Conference. 
1241-43. 

Non-participation of the rt‘prcsentatives of the Federation of Indian 
Merchants' Cliambers and luduslrits i.i the Federal Structure 
Committee and the Round Table (k)fifcr(‘nc('. 1232-34. 

Non-representation of Jain community at tiu? Federal Structure 
Committee or tlie Round Table Couicrence. 1243-44. 

Non-representation of Orissa at Ihe Round Table Conference. 1234- 
37. 

Representation of non-Brahinins and Bombay Kai*natak at the Round 
Table Conference and tlie Minorities Siih-Coiiuiiittee. 1246-49. 

DEMONSTRATORS— 

Question re appointment of Agricultural iu the North-West 

Frontier Province. 403. 
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DEOLALI— 

Question re removal of telegraph wires from the to the Masik tele- 

graph offiee. 886. 

DEPARTMENT OP INDUSTRIES AND LABOURr-- 

Election of Members to the Standing Committee for the . 61,618. 

DEPARTMENTAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE (S)— 

See “ Telegraph Office (s) 

DEPARTMENTAL TELEGRAPHISTS— 

See “ Telegraphists 
DEPORTATION— 

Question re arrest nnd — of Aliss Geiasler. 425-26. 

DEPRESSED CLASS(ES)-- 
Question re — 

Population of th;* in various provinces. 994. 

Recruitment of in Madras post offices. 994. 

Recruitment of in post offices. 994-95. 

Regiments admitting members of . 1112-13. 

Representation of in certain offices in Madras. 994. 

DEPRESSION— 

Question re in tlic woollen industry. 29-30. 

DEPUTATION— 

Question re to South Alrica on behalf of Indian settlers. 692-9.*l. 

DEPUTY ACCOUNTANT GENERAL- 
See “ Accountant General ”. 

DEPUTY CHIEF ENGINEER- 

Question re abolition of the post of the , Calcutta Port Trust. 595. 

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER- 

Question re British and Indian Political Agents and in the North 

West Frontier Province. 402. 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR EXPLORATION— 

Question re halting allowance i»ayable at Delhi to the . 807-03. 

DEPUTY POSTMASTER(S) GENERAL— 

Question re — 

Abolition of Range offices of . 708. 

Appointment of Sikhs as and Postmasters. 681-82.' 

Transfer of between Madras and Lahore. 51. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENCY POSTMASTER— 

See “ Pastma8ter(8) ”. 
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DBllA ISMAIL KHAN— 

Motion for adjournment re riots at and at Chittagong. 615-17. 

Question re — 

Casualties among Hindus and Muhammadans in the recent disorders 
in . 596. 

Riots at and Kulachi village. 608-09. 

DESOIJZA, MR. F. X.— 

Heavy (Mieinieal Industry (Protection) Bill — 

ATotion to consider. 728-29; 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motion to ret*(n* to Select ('oinmittee and to circulate. 374, 375, 
376-77. 

Indian Press ( Km ergon cy Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of elaiisi^ 3. 1340-42. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Resolution re - 

(;ivil Court decrees and proce('diiigs against agriculturists. 206-08. 
(V)ntrol of inon(‘y-lejKling and rates of interest. 658-60, 830. 

DET.BNIJ(S)- - 

Motion for adjoiu’nmcmt n sliooting of at the Hijli detention 

camp. 713, 7-U-64. 

Question ro illiiess and tieaiiiieiil, of Air. Ihsan IJalii, a — • under 

Kegulation IIT of 1818. 185-87. 

1 ) K V K L( )PM KNT ( ( >AI M BSS 1 ON E H ~ 

Question >v - 

Appointnuni of a - - - fur tin* North-West Frontier Province. 401- 
05. 

Appointment of elerh.s in tlie office of the of the North-West 

Frontier F^rovince. 1149-50. 

DHANNA SINGH, S.— 

Question rr ivleas(' of — - a prisoner of Lyallpur. 925. 
DHARWAR.- 

Question rr reversion of Mr. N. A. Dalvi from the post of accountant, 
Head Post Office. 53-54. 

DHOBI GHATS— 

Question /-e provided for Press employees in New Delhi. 1405. 

DIKSHJT, PANDIT KASHI PRASAD— 

Question re representation from , formerly a clerk in the Govern- 

ment Press, Allahabad. 523-24. 

DINAPORE— 

Question re Mussulman employees in the District Traffic Superin- 
tendent’s Office, . 920. 


L295LAD 
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DmECTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Allepfed differential treatment of Indian and non-Indian of iho 

Imperial Bank of India. 174-75. 

Frequent chanj^cs of of the Ilaffkine Institute, Bombay. 192- 

93, 569-70. 

DmECTOK(S) GPLNERAL - 

Question re pay of Posfmasters-General and Deputy — - of tlie post 
offices. 258. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL, INDIAN IMEDICAL SERVICE— 

Question rr representation of Sikhs in the office of the . 805-06. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Question re- - 

Ai)poiiitinent of a Muslim as Assistant . 919. 

Pay of Postmasters-General and the Senior Deputy of the post 

office. 258-59. 

DIRECTORY— 

Question re of commodities available on the Benpfal Nagpur Rail- 

way system. 501. 

DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE— 

Question re participation of the Government of India in the World 
. 264. 

DISCRIMINATION— 

Question re alleged against Indian apprentices in the Bengal 

Nagpur Railway. 518. 

DISEASE— 

Question re infectious in the Mullingar Estate at Mussoorie. 

580-81. 

DISTRICT AND SESSIONS JUDGE— 

Question re separation of the office of the , Ajmer, from that of 

Commissioner and Collector, Ajmer-Merwara. 508. 

DISTRICT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT- 

Question rr Mussaiinan employees in the *s office, Dinapore. 920. 

DISTURBANCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Censorship of reports of the Cawnpore . 15. 

in Burma. 10-11. 

DIVIDE AND RULE 
Question re the principle of . 992-93. 

DIVISION(S)— 

on Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali’s motion to amend sub-clause (1) 

of clause 3 of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill. 1356- 
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DIVISION(S)-^onW. 

on Mr. S. C. Mitra’s motion to amend sub-clause (1) ot clause 8 

of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill. 1354-55. 

on Sardar Sant Singh’s motion to amend sub-clause (5) of clause 

3 of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill. 1370-71. 

on the amendment moved by Mr. B. Das for circulation of the 

Indian Press Bill. 561-62. 

on the amendment moved by Mr. B. Das to clause 30 of the 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill. 1458-59. 

oil the amendment moved by IVIr. B. Sitaramaraju that sub-clause 

(I) of c.ause 3 of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill be 
omitted. 1347-48. 

on the motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli 

detention camp. 764. 

on the motion for leave to introduce the Indian Finance (Supple- 
mentary and Extending) Bill. 1271-72. 

on the motion that Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amend- 
ment) Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinions 
thereon. 1227. 

on the motion that clause 4 stand part of the Indian Press 

(Emergency Powers) Bill. 1436-37. 

on the motion that the Foreign Relations Bill be circulated for 

the purpose of eliciting opinions thereon by the 1st January 1932. 
971-72. 

on the motion that the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill, 

as amended, be passed. 1491-92. 

on the Resolution re exchange, gold reserves and the Supple- 
mentary Finance Bill. 1103-04. 

on the Resolution re High Courts. 642. 

DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS— 

Question re gradation list of in the Bombay Presidency. 603-04. 

DIVISIONAL ELECTRICIAN— 

Question re allegations of corruption against Mr. Smith, , North 

Western Railway, Multan. 612-13, 768. 

DIVISIONAL ENGINEERS— 

Question re qualifications of , Wireless. 1155. 

DIVISIONAL INSPECTOR ( S ) — 

See “ Inspector (s) 

DIVISIONAL OFFICES— 

Question re appointment of Superintendents in on the North 

Western Railway. 492. 

DIVISIONAL PERSONNEL OFFICERS’ CONFERENCE— 

Question re result of the at Lahore. 767. 

DOCTORS— 

Question re appointed in charge of cantonment hospitals. 788- 

89. 
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DOMICILE— 

Question re passage* allowance for subordinates of non- Asiatic . 

882. 

DRAFTSJ'/l RN- 

Question re appointment oi! Sikh.s and Hindus as on the North 

Western Railway. 491-92. 

DRA INAGE - 

(Juestior^ /(’ - and waler sn])ply scheme required for Cawiiporc 

canlonment. 789-90. 

DRAMA— 

Question re prolii'oition ol' a — in tin* North-West Frontier Province. 
9-10. 

DREDGERS 

Question re cost of tin* — “ Karnafuli and I’atunga 105. 

DRIVERS- 

(Juestion n retrenchnnail in the salaries of guards and on the 

North W(‘dei*n (vail way. 284-85. 

DRUG(S)-- 

(Jiiestion tv 

(hdlivation of - in India. 88-39. 

availabh* in huii * niirehasod by Govornmcnl Medical Stores. 

39, 

Res(^ai’cli(\s inio tlie arti: n of Indian — . 39-40. 

DRUG (UIMMITTBES-- 
Sec “ Uominittee(s) 

DRY FfSfKES) 

Hec Fisli(e.s) 


DUDHORIA, MP.. NAP.\Kr.MAi^ SiNG— 

Motion to reduce llemarnl Tor Supplementary Grant for “ Miscella- 
neous rr noii-rep resent atior of the Jain community «at the 
Federal Structure Uomraitlre or the Round Table Conference 
1 243-44. 


(Question rr- 

Bengal ;uid Jjihar coal sejit to Rombay. 700-0] . 

(Congress report on India’s iiiiancial obligations. 571-72. 

^^Ilowrih '^495 *'"***^^ •«diaii Railway of buildings at Salkea, 


Construction of a central railway station in Calcutta. 494-95. 

Cost of air mail between BngJand and India. 493-94. 

Cost of military students at the Calcutta Medical College. 701-02. 
Deterioration of passenger carriages on the Bast Indian Railway. 


Employment of students of the Benares Engineering College as un- 
paid apprentices ,n the Lucknow RailwJsr Workshop. 79L 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


DUDIIOUIA, MR. NABAKUMAR SlNG—contd. 

Question re — contd, 

Gvant of senior Commissions lo oi11cei;.s ol' tlie Tuclinn Territorial 
Force and the TlniversitA' Training 790-91. 

Import of African coal to India. 700. 

Indians repatriated from South. Africa. o72. 

Kapiandi systcmi hi Kenya colony. ‘?97. 

\'ovvs]mfM'i*M utilis'eri by tlie K’asi iri.^iaa iiaii./ay f.‘or li;<‘ publiealion 
(»:' a-: veri o72. 


^li'prc'scM • iot) oi Bemoal leiKUiobhas ;5- 


RoiiP.d Table f\»nr(‘r- 


enee. 578. 

iioli'eMchnicnt in Sekmli -.' a'nd Teidndeai llepa.rt)U(‘n1s. 190. 
Stndejdn' eoiu'csrioiis For rra^'(*!l;m^ !)p1\veen Jadabnnr and C.ii- 
ciitta. 495-96. 

T In i Forms of postal a?ul telepraph pooiis and sorters. 701. 
R'^sohition re control of money-lendin!'!: and rates of interest. S87-89. 


DL'MASIA, MB. N. M.— 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motion to refiM* to Seleel and to eirenlatc*. 872-74, 875. 


DURANT, J)R. WILL- 

Qnestion re piweription of a booh entitled The (hase for India ’’ by 
. 667-68. 


DLbSKDRA HIMjIDAYS-— 

Holiday (s) 

UTT i\iB A MAR KATir— 

Avci;]i1 rvb;n :i'’U‘'its i'^n^'er , atloo ( Ameiidinent ) Bill — 

Motio]! -: io consider aii'' to ( ircailate. 12*20-22. 

('Expression*', r<*.fn’0( (»n tlia <!"’a'i5 of ]\rr. I’l. C. Roy. 74-75 

Expressions oF rejrret on tli^^ deaths of Mr. Alexander, ]\lr, Sahani 
and U. 8’oh Kyi. 58. 

Indian Bar Councils (Aniendmont) Bill — 

Motion to rt'fer to Select Cojumitleo. 1046. 

Indian Licome-tax (Seeondi Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to re For to Se](*ct Committee. 144-45. 

Indian Press Ril! — (Introdu'v’d on 15th January, 1981) — 

Motion to withdraw. 62, 64, 65. 

Indian Press Bill — (Introduced on 7th September, 1931) — 

Motions to refer to Se’ect Committee and to circulate. 817, 855, 
856, 376, 554, 555. 

Point of order raised by Mr. S. C. Sen that the Bill as introduced in 
the Assembly has not been published in the Gazette, and tlievefore 
all pro©eedinp:s taken thereafter, vis., the report of the Select Com- 
mittee, arc ultra vires, i]lej.ral and void. 1179. 

Indian Press (Emcr^^ency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1277-81, 1285, 1287, 1298 
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DUTT, MR. AMAR ^ATH—contd. 

Indian Press (Emergencj'^ Powers) Bill — contd. 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1305-09 
1314. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1413-14, 1416, 1434-35. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1452-53, 1454. 

Motion to pass. 1474, 1481. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli detention 
camp. 751-53, 762. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscella- 
neous re — 

Inadequate representation of Benga- at the Round Table Conference. 
1228-30, 1231-32. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Federal Structure 
and Minority Committee's and the Round Table Conference. 1242. 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federation of Indian 
Merchants’ Chambers and Industries in the Federal Structure C'om- 
mittee and the Round Table Conference. 1233-34. 

Non-representation of Orissa at the Round Table Conference. 1235- 
36. 

Point of order raised by the Honourabre Sir George Rainy as to how 
failure to enquire into the causes of agricultural distress is r^*- 
lated to the expenses of the Round Table C'onfenence. 124445. 

Question re — 

Books supplied to Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the l^ahore ('Jentral 
Jail. 900. 

Imprisonment of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi. 901. 

Rules framed under Regulation TTT of 1818. 900-01. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of a Bengali Muslim to the Executive Council of thit 
Governor General. 516. 

Appointment of magistrates and judicial officers in Ajmer-Merwara 
from a major province. 511-12. 

Possibility of reductions of ()av and pensions of Governmeni ser- 
vants. 503. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 218-21, 249-51, 252, 253. 

High Courts. 626-28, 639, 641-42. 

DUTY(IES)-- 

Question re — 

on Chinese tea. 996. 

Import in Tanganyika on Indian imports. 420. 

DYER, MR. J. F.— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill— (Amendment of Se«- 

tion 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 444-47, 451, 461, 462. 
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I'iYEBi| J* P,— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 1. 1461. 

Oath of Offieei. 1. 

E 

BAST AFRICA— 

Question re appointment of a Trade Commissioner in . 423. 

Bee also “ Africa 

EAST AFRICAN COLONY(IBS)— 

Bee “ Colony (ies) ”. 

EAST BENGAL— 

Question re rate-war carried out against the Pioneer Motor Transport 
Steamer Company in . 391-92. 

EAST INDIAN RAILWAY— 

Bee “ Railway (s) 

BASTEILM BENGAL - 

Question re guarding of culverts in during floods. 513. 

EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY— 

Bee “ Railway (s) ”. 

ECONOMIC DEPRESSION— 

Question re — 

League of Nations Committees on and agricultural depression. 

904. 

Remedies for the present in India. 170. 

EDUCATION— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Hindus in the office of the Superintendent of — — , 
Delhi. 601-02. 

Ini.roduction of compulsory primary in Ajmer-Merwara. 

666-67. 

Pi ogress of in Ajmer-Merwara. 1155-56. 

EDUCATION, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF— 

Que.stion re abolition of the post of in Ajmer-Merwara. 394, 1135- 

36. 

EDUCATION, HEALTH AND LANDS, DEPARTMENT OF— 

Question re appointment of Joint Secretary . 928-29. 

EDUCATIONAL AND MEDICAL FACILITIES— 

Question re lack of — — for press employees in New Delhi. 1403. 

EDUCATIONAL CODE- 

Question re for Ajmer-Merwara. 1156. 

EDUCATIONAL COMMISSIONER— 

Question re abolition of the post of 
393-94. 


with the Government of India. 
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EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES— 

Question re lack of for the children of press employees in New 

Delhi. 1403. . 

EDUCATIONAL POSTS— 

Question re names of officials holding certain in Delhi. 1108. 

ELECTED BOARDS— 

Question re creation of in eantonm(5nts. 787-88. 

ELECTION— 

of Aleinljors to the Advisory Publicity Connniltoe. 1176, 1327, 

1408. 

of Members to the SliHuling Commilrri' Tor the Depfirlnient of 

Industries and Ijaboiir. 01, 529, 618. 

ELECTORAL ROLL— 

Question re (^)miiion — - fi»r flie ivonya Ijegishitive l.’ouncih 17 

ELECTORATES— 

Question re in Fiji. 424. 

ELECTRIC BULBS— 

Question re training of Tndiiins in Hio fOininfactiire of . !34. 

ELECTRIC CHARGES— 

Question re expenditure for far the Delhi rivil Lines Post Odice. 

984. 

ELECTRIC PAN(S)— 

See ‘‘ Fan(s) 

ELECTRIC^. INSTALLATIONS 

Question re maintenance of - aJul ro.ad liglilijjg in old Delhi. 1 i:U. 
ELEin^RICAL BRANCH— 

Question rc representation of Mu'^liins b.\ ilie of North Westion 

Railway. 178. 

ELECTRICAL FIRM— 

Question re partnership in an of the h^iecuiivc* Enginee.r, VII 

Project Division, New Delhi. 1184. 

ELECTRICAL GOODS— 

Question re (piantity of liooked and used for the general post 

office, Kashmere Gate, Delhi. 1134. 

ELECTRICIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Allegations made against Mr. Smith, Divisional , North- 

Western Railway, Mnltnn. 768. 

Appointment of Sadhu Singh, an , on the Noith- Western Rail- 

way. 766. 

EMIGRANTS— 

Question re sad plight of repatriated Indian . 500-01 . 
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EMPLOYBE(S)— 

Question rc — 

Confirmation oJ! temporary in the Railway Board. 1193. 

Employment in the Postal Department of the sous of postal . 51. 

Privileges of of Bengal and North-Western Kailwav Workshops. 

1200. 

ENGINEER(S)— 

Quest itju rc — 

Doiiii Public Works De|>artmont examination for . 983. 

Executive appointed (o the Oellii Public Works [ u'S'/eidincnt. 

98a 

Reduction of Indian - - by tijo ralcuilci Poi't db iist. 594. 
Kepiesentalioii of various eouuniUiiiir.s in apiU)iutiiicnt el' lO.v'cutive 

in the Delhi Public Works Departnieid . 979-80. 

Retrenchment of temporary railwi.y . jO. 

ENGINE ERIXC BRANCH- 

Question rc employment of Aiuliuiiiniadajt clerks in the - — of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Dcpart'iiieul. 290. 

ENGIN EERING (^OLL EGE- ~ 

Question re empJoyment .f stJidci bs uf Hie Ih‘irir> s as unpaid 

apprentices in the Lucknow Railway Workshop. 791. 

ENGINEERING DEPAIITJVImMT 
Question rc 

Apjjoiiitrnent of Sikhs <o IJie Teiegra[>]i , .Lahore ;)ivisioii. 

588-89. 

Iiidiaiiisaiion of superior .-.ervieco in tlic ' — of ihc (iaicutta PmC 

Trust. 593-94, 595. 

Racial discrimination in p.av in ;he — oC liiv' P.Jeiitta rmt Trust. 
594-95. 

ENGlNEEKiiNG, SUPERIOR SEKVn^EL^— 

Question iudianisation of the coanmereia! and of L e North- 

West cm Railway. 673-70. 

ENGLAND— 

Question re-— 

Age limit for the Indian Civil Service exainiiirlioTi in India and 
in . 889. 

Carriage of mails between India and — ^ — and India and the Straiti 
Settieinejits. 695-96. 

Cost of Air Mail between and India. 493-94. 

Pacillties for Indian students joining universities in . 668. 

Payment for the carriage of mails between India and . 933. 

; . Refusal of a passport to to the Chief Reporter of the Hindustan 

Times. 25-26. 

Tenders for the conveyance of mails between Bombay and - 

708. 
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ENGLISH HIGH SCHOOLS— 

See “ School (s) 

ENVELOPES— 

Question re enhanced cost of and parcel post rates. 438. 

BQUIPiJJENT- 

Question re establishment and cost of re of the Chittagong Tele- 

graph Office. 6. 

ECJROPBAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Arms licenses for and Indians in Tanj^anyika. 423. 

Christmas holiday foreign line passes limited to Anglo-Indians and 
. 492-93. 

DiiTerence in pay of Indian, and Anglo-Indian Mechanics in 

the Lillooah Workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

and Indian ladies waiting rooms at Ajmer Railway Station. 

424. 

, Anglo-Indians and Indians appointed as mechanics in the 

Lillooah Workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Indians, Anglo-Indians and retrenched from railways and Gov- 

ernment departments. 14-15. 

Medical facilities for — , Indians and Africans in Tanganyika. 422- 
23. 

Number of and Indian Port Commissioners in the major ports. 

1122. 

Pay of , Anglo-Indian and Indian apprentices of the Kharagpur 

Workshops. 517. 

Reservation of certain posts in the Indian Medical Service for . 

892-93. 

Reservation of specific posts in the Indian Medical Service for 

officers. 627. 

BXAMINATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Admission of Railway Mail Service clerks to the Accountants’ 

1399. 

Admission of Railwav Mail Service clerks to the selection grade 
. 1400. 

Admission to tlie lowest selection grade of junior officials from 

the Central Postal Circle. 765. 

Admission to the Public Service Commission of unqualified 

clerks. 433-34. 

Annual for recruitment to the ministerial establishment of the 

Government of India and Attached Offices. 782. 

Candidates nominated for by the Postmaster, Delhi. 814-15. 

Delhi Public Works Department for engineers. 983. 

for anpointment of subordinates in the Delhi Public Worli^ 

Department. 980-82. 
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BXAMINATION ( S ) — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

for appointments to the Audit and Accounts Service. 1159-60. 

for lower paid staff of railways. 1201. 

for postal accountants. 417. 

for the promotion of postal officials. 1158. 

for travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian Kailway. 

1396. ^ 

Pees charged from candidates for in Rajputana. 1188. 

Non-inclusion of Kanarese in the languages prescribed for the 
Indian Civil Service . 1402. 

Postponement of for the Indian Audit andi Accounts Service 

and the Indian Forest Service. 1196-97. 

Qualifying for third division clerks. 774. 

Sikh candidates at for the clerical service in Government of 

India Offices. 775. 

Syllabus of for inspectors of post offices. 1161-62. 

EXCESS FARES— 

Question re defalcation of money on the Bast Indian Railway. 

1383-84. 

EXCESS WATERr- 
8ee “ Water 
EXCHANGE— 

Question re — 

facilities of the Imperial Bank of India. 1124. 

Loss or gain by the maintenance of . 108-09. 

Reduction of the rate to l.s. 4d. 868. 

Resolution re , gold reserves and the Siipplementarv Finance Bill. 

1056-1104. 

EXCHANGE COMPENSATION ALLOWANCE— 

Question re expenditure on overseas pay. and passages. 108. 

EXCHANGE RATIO— 

Message from Ills Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General re 
disallowance of motion for adjournment relating to the — — . 
839. 

Motion for Adjournment re pronouncement re the . 825-26. 

Question re cost of maintenance of the at l.v. 6d. 46-47. 

EXCISE DEPARTMENT— 

Question re selection of officers for the Salt Department on its sepa>^ 

ration from the . 818. 

EXECUTIVE— 

Question re — 

Separation of the from the judicial tribunals. 94-95. 

Subordination of Resident Magistrates to Judicial Heads instead of 
to the Department. 95. 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL— 

Question re appointment of a Bengali Muslim to the of the 

Governor-General. 516. 

BXE( : [JT I VE ENG LNE Ell (S)— 

Questioji re — 

Allegations against an - — ni* the Public Works Doparlnient, Delhi. 
1133. 

appointed Lo the Delhi Works i heparIniCiil. 980. 

PartncrsluT) w ;jj] elcchic.d i-vni oi* the Vi I Project Division, 

New Delhi. 1131 

!u:pi*rse*n(arioii (u‘ ' - in tin* olTice oi tiu* , V.11 Divi- 

sion, New Delhi. 113‘1“3*"). 

liepre^eulalhm oi' varloii!^- .najieunities in appoint mejits ol' in 

thf' Delhi Piihlie Works Der)a:‘lTnerii . 979 80. 

EXPEND! TUllE— 

Question re — 

by tfK‘ Ihaigal ?‘.n8 vVesDuni Hail way oi» its Enquiry 

Committee. 886. 

- on ngrieullnral rese ,'ch. 416. 

Mesoliilion rr - - on road; 1496*99. 

EXPENDITIIKE D\ DNODAN^) iSECHETADY OF STATE FOR 

tndta— 

Motion to rrduce Demand Fee "**u|jplemen1 :}“y Gr:\A ier “ 

:ion-r(*jire entation ol* \k‘:tionnijst I\lnslim.''. in Du' T'onnd Table 
(.Conference. 1492-96. 

EXPliOPATION— 

(Question ?v’ baltiiig allowam-t* navahlc* at Del-u to the Deputy Director 
toj- . 807-08, 

EXPOIITOS) -- 

(4nv^slio!l re - - 

of gold from India. 1107-69. 

of monkeys from indi;;. 702*04, 780-81. 

EXPORT DUTY--- 

Question r’’ removal oP the - on hides and skins, 1174. 

EXPORTATION- - 

Question re of monkeys and birds to America. 505. 
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FACTORY (TES)— 

Question re — 

Discharge of certain emplovoes of the cordite at Aravankadu. 

475-76. 

Foreign competition with Indian Hosiery . 875-76. 

Protection for adolescent labour in . 184. 
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PACTORY(IES)— cow^d. 

Question re — contd. 

liecommendations ot the Royal Commission on Labour regarding 

houi’s of work in . 184. 

Supervision of female labour in . 183. 

FACTORY INSPECTION— 

Question re . 184. 

FACTORY INSPECTOR(S)— 

Question 7*e — 

Annual conferences of chief . 185. 

Appointment of women . 184. 

FACI’ORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See ‘‘ Indian under Bill(s) 

FAIRS— 

Question rj fees charged from hawkers at in Cawnpore Canton- 

ment. 789. 

“ FAMILY 

Question re definition of in the North-Western Railway Pa3S 

Rules. 678. 

PANS- 

Question re racial discrimination in the provision of electric — — in 
jails. 166-67, 

PAREtS)— 

Question re — 

Defalcation of excess rnonev on the East Indian Railway. 

1383-84. 

Travelling allowances and railway . 1193. 

PAEMfc?— 

Question re appointment of Indians as Managei*s of Military Dairy 
. 668-69. 

FAZAL HAQ PIRACJHA, SHAIKH— 

Question re — 

Accounts Crew Inspectors on the East Indian Railway. 1398. 
Allegations against certain Inspectors in the Crew Department at 
Lucknow. 1385. 

Allegations of communal bias in Baluchistan Postal Division. 1380. 
Allowances of crew staff on the East Indian Railway. 1390, 1391. 
Allowances of travelling ticket examiners on the East Indian Rail- 
way. 1390. 

Allowances of travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian Rail- 
way. 1391-92. 

Appointment clerk in the Delhi General Post Office. 1379-80. 
Appointment of Accounts Crew Inspectors on the Bast Indian Rail- 
way. 1397-98. 
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PAZAL HAQ PIRACHA, SRAlKlL—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Accounts Branches of certain post 
ofQces. 1382. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Indian Army Ordnance Corps. 
1105-06. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Peshawar General Post Office. 
1381-82. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Simla General Post Office. 1377, 
1378-79. 

Appointment of Muslims to the office of the Deputy Accountant 
General, Posts and Telej?raphs, Delhi. 1383. 

Arrangements for medical aid for Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. 1106-07. 

Communal composition of postal staff in certain post offices. 
1380-81. 

Control of travelling ticket examiners and crew staff on the East 
Indian Railway. 1386. 

Conviction for cheating of a clerk in the crew department, Bast 
Indian Railway, Calcutta. 1384. 

Defalcation of excess fare money on the East Indian Railway. 
1383-84. 

Discharge of travelling ticket inspectors on the abolition of the 
crew system on the East Indian Railway. 1393-94. 

Employment of crew staff on other than their legitimate duties. 
1385-86. 

Examinations for travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian 
Railway. 1396. 

Nomination for selection grade of candidates in the Delhi General 
post office. 1379. 

Number of ticket collectors at certain stations and checking of 
tickets at road-side stations. 1396-97. 

Paucity of Muslims in Government services in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 1381. 

Pay and allowances of travelling ticket inspectors on the East 
Indian Railway. 1395. 

Preponderance of Hindus in appointments in the North-West 
Frontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan. 1381. 

Prevention by crew staff of passengers from boarding trains. 1385. 

Promotion of travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian Railway. 
1393, 1395. 

Qualifications and service of certain employees and their pay after 
abolition of the crew system on the Bast Indian Railway. 1394. 

Replacement of Hindus by Muslims in certain appointments in the 
Railway Mail Service, Delhi. 1382-83. 

Rules for the ailmission of candidates to the Indian Civil Service and 
other Imperial Services. 977-78. 

Safeguarding the interests of Muslims in retrenchment in the Indian 
Army Ordnance Corps. 1106. 



INDEX TO liEGlSLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


79 


PAZAL HAQ PIRACHA, SHAIKH— cowcZd. 

Question re — concld. 

Sale and detection of used railway tickets at Gaya and Patna. 
1384-85. 

Selection grade posts in the Simla General Post Office. 1377. 
Service, qualifications, leave salary, etc. of certain divisional 
inspectors and travelling ticket inspectors on the East Indian 
Railway. 1394-95. 

Ticket cheeking on the East Indian Railway. 1387, 1388, 1389, 

1390, 1392-93, 1399. 

Ticket collectors discharged and reduced on the East Indian Railway. 
1397. 

Uniforms supplied to crew staff and travcjlling ticket examiners on 
the East Indian Railway. 1396. 

Resolution re control of money lending and rates of interest. 834-37. 
PAZL-l-HUSAIN, THE HONOURABLE KHAN BAHADUR MIAN 
SIR— 

Aligarh Muslim University (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 67. 

Motions to consider and pass. 564-65. 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 69. 

Motion to consider. 1204-07. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1209, 1218, 1223-25, 1226. 
Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 220, 227-34, 251-52, 253. 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 213-16. 
Resolution re — 

Control of money lending and rates of interest. 839-43. 

Statement (laid on the Table) by re number of residential 

English High Schools and Colleges in India. 1175. 

FEDERAL STRUCTURE COMMITTEE— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — 

“ Miscellaneous ’’ re — 

Inadequate i*epresentation of Mussalmans in the and 

Minoritv’^ Committees and the Round Table Conference. 1241- 
43. 

Non-participation oT the representatives of the Federation of 

Indian Merchants’ Chambers and Industries in the and 

the Round Table Conference. 1232-34. 

Non-representation of the Jain community at the or the 

Round Table Conference. 1243-44. 

PEES— 

Question re — 

charged from candidates for examinations in Bajputana. 1188. 

charged from hawkers at fairs in Cawnpore Cantonment. 

789. 
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FEMALE ATTENDANT— 

Question re abolition of the post o£ for tliird class passengers at 

Dacca Hallway station. 100. 

FEMALE LABOUli— 

See “ Labour ”. 

FIDELITY BOND(S)— 

See “ Bon<i(s) ”. 

FIJI— 

Question re — 

Electorates in . 424. 

Kepresentation of Indians on public bodies in . 769-70. 

Sedition Ordinance in . 424. 


FINANCE— 

Question re reports from certain Provincial (lovernments on and 

population of Oriya speaking tracts. 106. 

Re&(.lntion re Exchange, Cold Reserves and the Supplementary 

Bill. 10u6-1104. 


I'MNA.XCE 


( ENTAHY AND 


EXTENDI.NG) 


.S'ct “ Indian — ” under I!ill(s) 


BILL— 


F 1 N ANCl AL A DV IS Ell- 

Question re duties of the , Posts and Telegraphs. 259. 

Pr.NANClAL AID— 

Quc.stion re for Indians in Burma. 780. 

FINANCIAL HELP - 

Question re announcement by the Premier regarding for India. 

1124. 

FINANCIAL CB LIGATIONS— 

Question n Congress report on India’s . 571-72. 

FINANCr .\L POSITION— 

Statement by the Honourable Sir George Schuster on the . 713, 

1029-38, 1249-64. 

FIREARM LICENSES- 
See “ Licenses ”. 

FIREMAN- 

Question re promotion of a railway . 81. 

PISHES— 

Question re storage of dry and hides on the passenger platfoim 

at Burhanpur Railway station. 108. 

FLOODS— 

Question re guarding of culverts in Eastern Bengal during . 518. 
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FODDBKr- 

Question re storage of for cattle on the roofs of the lavatories of 

Indian Clerks’ quarters in New Delhi. 975-76. 

PUliEIGN COMPANIES— 

Question re insurance with of the property of the Madras Port 

Trust. 765-66. 

FOREIGN LINE PASSES— 

6‘ee “ Pass(es) 

FOREIGN MAILS— 

Question re creation of a post of Controller of in Bombay. 482. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS BILL— 

See- “ Bill(s) ”. 

FOREIGN TRADE— 

See “ Trade ”. 

FOREIGNERS— 

Question re conference relating to the International Convention on the 

treatment of 52. 

FOREMAN PRINTEEr- 
Question re — 

Appointment of Babu Kamakhya Charan Mittra as of the Gov- 

ernment of India Press, Aligarh. 821. 

Appointment of , Government of India Press, Aligarh. 430-31. 

Private press owned by the of the Government of India Press, 

Aligarh. 820. 

FOREST COLLEGE— 

Question re retrenchment at the , Dehra Dun. 176. 

FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE— 

Question re communities affected in reductions made in the and 

the Survey of India Department at Dehra Dun. — 685-86. 
FOUNDRY- 

Question re provision of a post office near the Tatanagar . 1201. 

FREIGHT— 

Question re — 

Grant of special railway — — rates for grains, seeds, etc., from 
Poona. 45. 

Railway on wheat and cotton 1117. 

Reduction of on wheat from the Punjab to Calcutta. 286-88. 

FRENCH, MR. J. C.— 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) . Bin — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1214-18. 

FRONTIER— 

Question re — 

Cost and effect of bombing operations on the . 406. 

Safeguarding the interests of Mr^ims in reductions of derks in the 
Civil Accounts and Audit Offices. 408. 


LS0SI^ 
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PRONTIEB CRIMES REGULATION COMMITTEE— 

Question re report of the • 813-14. 

FRONTIER DEFENCE— 

Question re committee on 403-04. 

FRONTIER MUSLIMS— 

See “ Muslim (s) 

FRONTIER REGULATION(S)— 

Question re in force in the North-West Frontier Province and 

Sind and decision of eases by jirgas. 98-99. 

FRONTIER REttUljATiOX' COMMITTEE— 

Question re allowances of the and certain other committees. 

102-03. 

FUEL Al.liOWANCE— 

See ‘‘ Allowanec(s) 

FUNDS— 

Question re allotment of by the Road Committee for the improve- 

ment of roads in the Bhagatpur district. 868-69. 

O 


GANDHI CAP(S)— 

See “ Cap(s) ”. 

GANGA SINGH, SARDAR— 

Question re — 

Compensation to and memorial for his children. 608. 

, Compensation to and memorial for his children at Peshawar. 

413-14. 

Compensation to for the sliooting of his children and wife. 

768-69. 

Con,struction of a Cliildren’s Ward at the Peshawar Hospital in 

memory of the children of . 769. 

Memorial to the children of . 769. 

Provision of a Children ’s Ward in the Peshawar Hospital in memory 

of the children of . 685. 

Shooting of the wife and sons of at Peshawar. 158. 

GARAGE CALCUTTA LIMITED, MESSRS.— 

Question re mileage run by in the conveyance of mails in 

Calcutta. 256-57. 

GARHWALI— 

Question re military prisoners. 10. 

GARTOK— 

Question re inspection of the British Trade Agency, , and pay of 

the British* Trade Agent. 818. 



INDKZ TO TiBQTSfiATIVa ASSSMBbT DBBATBB. 


GAKTOK AGENCY— 

Question re superior staff of the . 815-17. 

GATE(S)— 

Question re provision of an extra at Burhanpur railway station. 

107. 

GAYA— 

Question re sale and detection of used railway tickets at — and 

Patna. 1384-85. 

Gi^ZETTED OEFICER(S)— 

See “ Officer (s) ”. 

GEISSLEll, MISS— 

Question re arrest and deportation of . 425-26. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE (S)— 

Question re hours of work of Muslim clerks in the Karachi . 795. 

See also under “ Post Office (s) ”. 

GENEVA— 

Question re protest by Indian Employers’ Delegates at the Interna- 
tional Labour Conference at . 166. 

GHUZNAVI, MB. A. H.— 

Expressions of regret on the death of Mr. K. C. Roy. 74. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 322-27. 
Question re — 

Inconvenient arrangements at Calcutta for the reservation of berths 
on the East Indian Railway. 410. 

Lack of vacuum brakes on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 409-10. 

GIFT(S)— 

Question re , Wakfs, etc., granted by the last Nawab Nazim of 

Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. .579. 

GOANESE— 

Question re recruitment of in Departments in the East African 

colonies. 1401. 

GOLD— 

Question re export of from India. 1467-69. 

GOLD RESERVES— 

Resolution re exchange, and the Supplementary Finance Bill. 

1056-1104. 

GOLD THREAD INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILIj— 

See “ BiU(s) ”. 

GOUR, SIR HARI SINGH— 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1223-24 



84 


INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


GOUR, SIR HARI SINOH— 

Finance Bill — 

Objection to introduction of a Second . 1202-03. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 939-46, 947, 948. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1008-13, 1016, 1018, 1019, 
1020, 1021, 1022, 1043, 1044, 1052-53. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Bill — 

Motion lor leave to introduce. 1264-65. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 145-49. 

Indian Press Bill (Ititroduccd on 15th January, 1931) — 

Motion to withdraw. 64-65. 

Indian Press Bill ( Introduced on 7th September, 1931) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 66. 

Motion to refer to Select ('ommittee. 302-03. 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 358, 369, 

360-66. 

Point of order raised by Mr. S. C. Sen that the Bill, as introduced 
in the Assembly, has not been published in the Gazette, and there- 
fore all proceedings taken thereafter, viz., the presentation of the 
Report of the Select Committee are idtra vires, illegal and void. 
1178-79, 1180, 1181, 1182. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1319-20, 
1320-22, 1322-25. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1329, 1330, 1342-44, 1345, 1346, 1369. 
Consideration of clause 4. 1423, 1424. 

Motion to pass. 1460-74. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli Detention 
Camp. 759. 

Point of Order raised by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re his 
objection to the last paragraph of Mr. R. K. Shanumikham 
Chetty’s Resolution re Exchange, Gold Rei^rves and the Supple- 
mentary Finance Bill. 1056. 

Question re — 

Discussion of the reports of the Retrenchment Committees. 1194- 
95. 

Hindu and Sikh populations in Bengal and the Punjab. 878-79. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Export of gold from India. 1468. 

Indians repatriated to India from abroad). 21. 

Reduction in number of members of the Public Service CoimAission. 
1119-21. 

Resolution re High Courts. 629, 633-37. 

Statement on the financial position. 1088. 
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GOVERNING BODY— 

Question re — 

Constitution of the of the Indiiui Research Fund Association. 

293-94, 568-69. 

of the Indian Research Fund Association. 24-25. 

Reconstitution of the of the Research Fund Association. 892. 

GOVERNMENT— 

Question re — 

OflScers of the Indian Broadcasting Company maintained by . 

706. 

Payments from Cantonment funds of compensation for buildings 
on sites resumed by . 605. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS— 

Question re — 

Communal considerations in retrenchment of staff in . 665. 

Indians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans retrenched! from Railways 
and . 14-15. 

Recruitment of Muslims to . 822-23. 

Retrenchments carried out in . 614-15. 

GOVERNMENT GRANT— 

See " Grant(s) ”. 

GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL— 

See “ School (a). ” 

GOVERNMENT LOAN— 

Bee “ Loan(s) ”. 

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL STORES— 

Bee “ Medical Store (s) 

GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY— 

Question re trarisfcr of control of the civil administration of Aden 
from the to the Government of India. 686-92. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA— 

Qiicstion re — 

Abolition of the post of Public Health Commissioner with the . 

290, 567-68, 894. 

Abolition of the separation allowance o-f the Secretariat staff. 

930, 985. 

Allowances of the ministerial staff of the offices in Delhi. 712. 

Annua! examination for recruitment to the ministerial establish- 
ment of the and Attached Offices. 782. 

Appointment of Babn Kamakhya Charan Mittra as Foreman Printer 

of the Press, Aligarh. 821. 

Appointment of Hindus to the Press, Simla. 1172-73. 

Appointment of Orivas in the Secretariat and Attached Office! 

1116. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA— cowM. 

Question re — contd. 

Appointment of Sikhs in Audit and Accounts Departments of the 
. 672-73. 

Appointment of typists in Departments. 988-89. 

Attendance of the Public Health Commissioner with the at 

Conferences outside India. 291-93, 568, 895. 

Case of Babu Abinash Chandra Chakravarti, a compositor in- 
valided from the Press, Calcutta. 1167. 

Clerical establislinients of Departments. 819. 

Confirmation of icnii^orary IMnhammadan emplovees in the and 

Attached OfTices. 479. 

Conveyance Allowance oi*anted to the staff of the Secretariat 

at Delhi. 985-86. 

Conveyance allowance paid to staff at Delhi. 929. 

Currency withdrawn from circulation and ’s new loan. 1401. 

Employment of relatives of the Head clerk in the Press, Simla. 

1160-61. 

Frequent absences from India of the Public Health (Commissioner 
with the . 895. 

Headquarters of the Secretariat and Attached Offices. 914. 

Loans of the maturing in Enfrland and in India. 901. 

Muslim representation in certain oflSces in Calcutta. 6. 

New appointments created by Departments. 773-74. 

Non-grant of medical leave with pay to temporary piece-workers in 
the Press, Calcutta. 1165. 

Participation of the in the World Disamament Conference. 

264. 

Pay and allowances of staff of attaclied and subordinate offices of 
the . 1114. 

Pay and allow^ances of staff of the Secretariat and Attached 

Offices. 1400-01. 

Private press owned by Ihe Foi-emaii Printer of the Press, 

Aligarh. 820. 

Recruitment of Muslims to - - offices. 1001-02, 1002-03. 

Recruitment to the clerical establishment of the Secretariat 

and Attached Offices. 1407-08. 

Release to Provincial Governments of slocks of quinine lying with 
the . 529. 

Retrenchment in offices in (Jalcntta. 1-2. 

Retrenchment of Muslim employees of the Press, Aligarh. 821. 

Revenue realised by the . 666. 

Safeguarding Ihe interests of Muslims in the clerical staff of 

offices. 1109. 

Salary of the Health Commi.ssioner with the . 1157. 

Shop run by the Head clerk Press, Simla. 1160, 

Sikh candidates -at examinations for the clerical service in 

offices. 775. 
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GOVERNMENT OP INDIA— concZd. 

Question re — concld. 

Sterling loans of the . 880-81. 

Tennis court for clerks at Phagli. 928. 

Transfer of control of the civil administration of Aden from the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay to the . 686-92. 

Unfunded debt of the . 104. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA PRESS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Appointment cl! Babu Bhawani Charan tus Accountant in the 

at Aligarh. 428-29. 

Appointment of Foreman Printer, , Aligarh. 430-31. 

Qualifications of employees in the , Aligarh. 430. 

Retrenchment in the , Aligarh. 429. 

Tenders for repair work at the , Aligarh. 429-30. 

See also under Press (es) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA SECRETARIAT— 

See ‘‘ Secretariat 

GOVERNMENT OPFTCIAIjS— 

See “ Official(s) 

GOVERNMENT PRESS(ES)— 

Press(es) 

GOVERNMENT PROVIDENT FUND SCHEME— 

See ‘‘ Provident Fund Scheme 

GOVERNMENT Pll BUT CAT I ON ( S ) — 

See ‘‘ Publication (s) 

GOVERNMENT QUARTER(S)— 

See “ Quarter (S; 

GOVERNMENT SE(T)NI)ARY SCHOOL— 

See “ School (s) 

GOVERNMENT SECURITY(IES)— 

Question re savings Bank, Cash certificate and work in post 

offices. 194. 

GOVERNMENT SERVANT (S)— 

Question re — 

Attendance by at political meetings. 1157. 

Possibility of reductions of pay and pensions of . 502-03. 

Revision of the Pension rules of the inferior . 694-95. 

See also under ‘‘ Servant (s) 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES— 

Question re — 

Communal inequality in . 106. 
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GOVERNMENT SERVICES— conifd. 

Question re — contd. 

Muslim candidates for . 821-22. 

Number of Jains in . 506. 

Paucity of Muslims in in the North West Frontier Province* 

1381. 

Promotion of Muslims in . 823-24. 

Representation of Muslims in . 515-16. 

See also under Service (s) 

GOVERNOR^ 

Question re speech by the of the Punjab. 15. 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL— 

’s assent to Bills. 60. 

Messaj^e from His Excellency the Viceroy and re disallowance 

of motion for adjournment relating to the Exchange Ratio. 839. 
Question re — 

Appointment of a Bengali Muslim to the Executive Council of the 
. 516. 

Powers of the Privy Council in respect of Ordinances promulgated 
by the in Council. 105-06. 

Resolution re powers of the under the new constitution. 648- 

52 . 

GRADUATE (S)— 

Question re alleged prohibition of the employment of in the 

Postal Department, 411-12. 

GRAHAM, SIR LANCELOT— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 944. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1011, 1043-46. 1053. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select (^ommittee and to circulate. 535. 

Point of order raised by Mr. S. C. Sen that the Bill as introduced 
in the Assembly has not been published in the Gazette and there- 
fore all proceedings taken thereafter, viz., presentation of the 
Report of the Select Committee are ultra vires, illegal and void. 
1179, 1180, 1181, 1182. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 8. 1444. 

Considjeration of clause 30. 1457, 1458. 

Indian Succession (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 66-67. 

Motions to consider and to yjass. 563. 

Sheriff of Calcutta (Powers of Custody) Bill — 

Motion to introduce. 67. 

Motions to consider and to pass. 563-64. 
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GliAINS— 

Question re grant of special railway freight rates for , seeds, etc.,. 

from Poona. 45. 

GBAND TRUNK EXPRESS— 

Question re inconvenient timings of the — — between Madras and 
Delhi. 907-08. 

GRANT (S)— 

Question re — 

Government to the D. A. V. High School, Ajmer. 1187-88. 

to the Indian Research Fund Association. 1197-98. 

Retrenchment of and staff of the Indian Research Fund Asso- 

ciation. 1198. 

GRATUITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

for retrenched men at the cordite factory at Aravankadli. 936. 

paid to senior officers of the Imperial Bank of India. 996-97. 

GRATUITY RULES— 

Question re interpretation of a railway provident fund and . 

1200. 

GREAT INDIAN PENINSULA RAILWAY— 

See Railway(s» 

GREAT WARr— 

Question re materials supplied by India for the . 8. 

GRIFFITHS, MR. G. L— 

Indian l’*r(?ss (Emergeney Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1293-94. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Question re high rents in Bombay paid by army authorities. 1113-14. 
Resolution I'e Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agricul- 
turists. 217-18. 

QUARD(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of to the control system on the North-Western 

Railway. 193-94. 

Non-retrenchment in the salaries of and drivers on the North- 

Western Railway. 284, 285. 

Pay of Indian on the North-Western Railway. 1200-01. 

GUNJAL, MR. N. R.— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a nephew of a member of Bengal and) North- 
Western Railway Enquiry Committee in the traffic service. 885. 
Army in India Reserve of Officers. 47-49. 

Complimentary tickets issued on the North-Western Railway. 886. 
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vGUNJAL, MR. N. R.-^onW. 

Question re — contd. 

Expenditure by the Bengal and North-Western Railway on its 
Enquiry Committee. 886. 

Holders of Alghan passports refused permission to enter India. 
47. 

Imprisonment of Mr. Ihsan TIahi under ^Regulation TII of 1818. 
54-55. 

Inconveniently early de])artare of the Poona Mail from Bombay. 
431-32. 

Passports for Afghanistan granted to Indians. 47. 

Report of the Bengal and North Western Railway Enquiry Com- 
mittee. 885. 


^GURKHA(S)— 

Question re representation of 
523. 

HAFPKINE INSTITUTE— 


at the Round Table Conference. 


Question re frequent changes of Directors of the , Bombay. 

192-93, 569-70. 897. 

HAJ PILGRIM(S)— 

See “ Pilgrim (s) 

HAMBURG— 


Question re qiiartcu’ly report of the Indian Trade Commissioner at . 

1174. 

HARBANS SINGH HUAR, SIRDAR— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1288-92, 1293, 1297. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli Detention 
Camp. 759-60. 

Question re — ' 

Abolition of sei)aration allowance and fixation of minimum pays. 
1190. 

Agricultural depression and agrarian distress. 782-83. 

Allegations of corruption against Mr. Smith, Divisional Electrician, 
North Western Railway, Multan. 612-13. 

Cause of fall in prices in India. 783. 

Communities ot* emifioyees discharged from the Railway Clearing 
House, Delhi. 774. 

Communities of emi)loyc(*s discharged or reduced in certain North 
Western Railway Departments. 774. 

Contracts for motor mail services in Madras and Calcutta. 1191- 
93. 

Conveyance allowance for Secretariat staff in Delhi. 1189-90. 
Pall in the price of wheat. 783-84. 

Government loan to a private individual at Dacca. 613. 
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HABBANS SINGH BEAR, SIRDAR— cowM. 

Question re — canid. 

Government policy in regard to Civil Aviation. 784. 

Kitchens of the Assembly quarters at Longwood, Simla. 613-14. 

Low prices of wheat. 1116. 

New appointments created by Government of India Departments. 
773-74. 

Number of Sikhs employed in certain offices. 775-76. 

Pay and allowances of the Indian Civil Service. 1189. 

Populations of the provinces according to the recent cejisus. 773. 

Prosecutions of Sikhs for the i^ossession of “ Kirpans 772-73. 

Qualifying examination for Third Division clerks. 774. 

Railway freight on wheat and cotton. 1117. 

Railway officers discharged and reappointed. 773. 

Rent for Government quarters paid by clerks in Simla and Delhi 
during the months of April and October. 984-85. 

Rents charged at Longwood Hotel for Government officials and 
Members of the Central Legislature. 614. 

Representation of Sikhs in certain Accounts Offices and the Public 
Works Department. 613. 

Representation of Sikhs in the office of the Director-General, Indian 
Medical Service. 805-06. 

Retrenchment in the salaries of superior services. 784. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Sikhs in Pay and Accounts Offices. 
J76. 

Sikh candidates at examinations for the clerical service in Govern- 
ment of India Offices. 775. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Import of wheat under the Wheat (Import Duty) Act. 109-10. 

Protest by Indian Employers' Delegates at the International Labour 
Conference at Geneva. 166. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 237-38. 

Powers of the Governor-General under the new constitution. 643- 
44, 651, 652. 

HARDWAR- 

Question re treatment of Intermediate class passengers at rail- 

way station. 996. 

HARI RAJ SWARUP, LALA— " 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous " re inadequate representation of the landholders and 
zamindars at the Round Table Conference. 1237-39, 1241. 

Question re — 

Acute agrarian situation in the United Provinces. 873. 

Agricultural depression and agrarian distress. 782-83. 

Announcement bv the Premier regarding financial help for India. 
1124. 
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HAKl RAJ SWARUP, hlsJuA—contd, 

Question re — contd. 

Appointment of Sikh Gazetted Officers to the North Western Rail- 
way. 585. 

Appointment of Sikhs to Accounts Services on the North Western 
Railway. 585-86. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Indian Civil Service in the Punjab. 
587. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Telegraph Engineering Department, 
Lahore Division. 588-89. 

British and Indian troops and officers in the Indian Army. 871-72. 

Cause of fall in prices in India. 783. 

Communal considerations in retrenchment of staff in Government 
Departments. 665. 

Conference of wheat-growing countries in London. 903-04. 

Conflicting rulings oii the Law of Attachment. 995-96. 

Cost of the Lee Commission s recommendations in the Central Gov- 
ernment and the Provinces. 666. 

Debts of Port Trusts. 1122. 

Effect of the debts moratorium and causes of present dlepression. 
903. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Accounant General, 
Punjab. 587. 

Exchange facilities of the Imperial Bank of India. 1124. 

Expert inquiries carried out in India for the Round Table Con- 
ference. 869-71, 

Failure to appoint a Sikh to the Sandhurst (^ommittee. 586. 

Pall in the price of wheat. 783-84. 

Government policy in regard to Civil Aviation. 784. 

League o^ Nations Committees on economic and agricultural depres- 
sion. 904. 

Loans of the Government of India maturing in England and in 
India. 901. 

Nominations from the Punjab for the Round Table Conference. 
582-85. 

Number of European and Indian Port Commissioners in the major 
ports. 1122. 

Outflow of capital for sterling loans. 1123. 

Principles for investment of provident funds. 1123-24. 

Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 905. 

Provision in the Budget in connection with post office cash certi- 
fleates. 901-02. 

Purchase of stores through the Indian Stores Department. 607-08. 

Rates for sterling post office money orders. 1124-25. 

Renew’al of the contract with the Imperial Bank of India. 1124^ 

Report of Retrenchment Committees. 665-66. 

Report of Sir Arthur Salter. 904-05. 
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HABI RAJ SWARUP, LALA— concW. 

Question re — concld. 

Report of the coiumittee appointed on the recommendation of the 
defence sub-conunittee of the Round Table Conference. 872. 
Reports of committees on the Indianisation of the army in India. 
872.-73. 

Representation of Sikhs and Hindus on the Peshawar Municipal 
Committee. 587-88. 

Retrenchment in the salaries of superior services. 784. 
Retrenchments carried out in Government Department. 614. 
Revenue realised by the Government of India. 666. 

Stocks of silver in coin and bullion. 902-03. 

Stores purchased by Army Department. 607. 

Stores purchased by Indian Railways. 606-07. 

Treasury Bills outstanding. 1123. 

Wagon Industry. 1123. 

World Conference on silver. 902. 

Resolution re — 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 205-06. 
Control of money lending and rates of interest 826-29. 

High Courts. 630-32. 

HARRIS, MR.— 

Question re charges against when in charge of the Crew system. 

80-81. 

HAWKERS— 

Question re fees charged from at fairs in Cawnporc Cantonment. 

789. 

HEAD CLERK (S)— 

See “ Clerk (s) ”. 

HEALTH COMMISSIONER— 

Question re salary of the with the Government of India. 1157. 

HEALTH INSURANCE— 

See “ Insurance ”. 

HBATHCOTE, MR. L. V.— 

Indian Income-tax (Secemd Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 123-26. 

Question re Government employees liable to Indian income-tax. 
1128-29. 

Resolution re expenditure on roads. 1497-98. 

HEAVY CHEMICAL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See “ BiH(s) ”. 

HEDJAZ— 

Question re Lidian p%rims to the 


. 26-27. 
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HIDB(S)— 

Question re — 

Removal of the export duty on and skins. 1174. 

Storage of dry fish and on the passenger platform at Burhan- 

pur railway station. 108. 

HIDES CESS ENQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

Opinions supporting report. 1174-75. 

Report of the . 1174. 

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA— 

Statement laid on the table rc purchase of stores by tlie . 618-25. 

HIGH COURTS— 

Resolution re . 626-43. 

HIGH SCHOOLS— 

See ‘‘ School (s) 

HIJLI DETENTION CAMP— 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the . 713^ 

744-64. 

HINDU(S)— 

Question re — 

Allegations of communal bias against a clerk in the office of 

the Public Service Commission. 1005. 

Appointment and leave cases dealt with by clerks in certain 

post offices. 796. 

Appointment of as Deputy Postmasters-General and Superin- 

tendents of Post Offices. 1173-74. 

Appointment of in the office of the Superintendent of Bducationy 

Delhi. 601-02. 

Appointment of to the Government of India Press, Simla. 

1172-73. 

Appointment of non in Railway Accounts Departments. 905- 

07. 

Appointment of Sikhs and as draftsmen on the North-Western 

Railway. 491-92. 

Casualties among and Muhammadans in the recent disorders 

in Dera Ismail Khan. 596. 

and Muharamad'an reserve clerks in the Calcutta General Post 

Office. 988. 

and Muhammadan teachers appointed and dismissed, on the 

recommendation of the District Inspector of Schools, Delhi. 602. 

and Sikh populations in Bengal and the Punjab. 878-79. 

Numbers of and Muhammadan teachers employed in schools 

in Delhi. 1108. 

Numbers of and Muslim schools in Delhi. 1108. 
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HINDU(S)— 

Question re — conid. 

Number of Sahiti and Muslims employed in the Lower Sind and 

Persian Gulf Postal Division. 793. 

Preponderance of in appointments in tl.e North West Frontier 

Province, Sind and Baluchistan. 1381. 

Replacement of by Muslims in certain appointments in the 

Railway Mail Service, Delhi. 1382-83. 

Representation of , Muslims and Siths on the Peshawar Muni- 

cipality. 159-64. 

Repi-esentation of Sikhs and on the Peshawar Municipal C'om- 

mittee. 587-88. 

HINDUSTAN TIMES— 

Question re refusal of a passport to Kngland to the chief reporter of 
the . 25-26. 

HIS MAJESTY GOVERNMENT— 

Question rr correspondence with regarding British trade in Indian 

610. 

HOARS, SIR SAMUEL— 

Question re interview with on the Press Bill. 1118. 

HOLIDAY(S)— 

Question re — 

Curtailment of in the office of the Survey of India, Mussoorie. 

809. 

Jain . 505-06. 

Non-grant of a for the Ramzan Id at the Karachi General Post 

Office. 794. 

Public in India. 5. 

Reduction of Dusehra in the Army Headquarters offices. 515^ 

HOUK DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

A])])oinlmpnt of a Muhammadan in the Establishment Section of 
the . 479-80. 

Retrenchment in the . 1465. 

HONORARY MAGISTRATE(S)— 

See “ Magistrate (s) 

HOON, MR. A.— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of 

Section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 450-53, 464. 

Question re communal propaganda by Government officials. 879. 

HOOVER MORATORIUM— 

See “ Moratorium 
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HORSE BREEDING-- 
Questioa re — 

Complaints of grantees of land against the Army Remount 

Officer, Sargodha. 270-71. 

in the Jhelum canal colonies. 267, 270, 271-81. 

in the Sargodha Circle. 294-97. 

HORTICULTURAL DIVISION— 

Question re fraud in the Central Public Works , New Delhi. 999. 

HOSIERY PACTORY(IES)— 

See “ Factory (ies) ”. 

HOSIERY INDUSTRY— 

Question re protection of the Indian from Japanese competition. 

880. 

HOSPITAL (S)— 

Question re — 

Construction of a ehildrcu’s ward at the Peshawar in memory 

of the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 769. 

Doctors appointed in charge of cantonment . 788-89. 

Provision of a children’s ward in the Peshawar in memory of 

the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 685. 

Transfer of Dr. Deish, Assistant Surgeon, Combined , New 

Delhi. 1133. 

HOSTEL— 

Indian in Jerusalem. 26. 

Provision of a for Indian apprentices at Kharagpur. 519. 

HOTEL(S)— 

Question re rents charged at Longwood for Government officials 

and! Members of the Central Legislature. 614. 

Resolution re draft convention regulating hours of work in offices, , 

etc. 1525-31. 

HOURS OP WORK— 

Question re of the Presidency Postmaster, Madras. 914. 

Resolution re draft convention regulating in offices, hotels, etc. 

1525-31. 

HOUSE-RENT— 

-Question re and allowances paid to Telegraph and Postal staff. 

261-62. 

Bee also “ RentCs) ”. 

HOUSE-RENT ALLOWANCE— 

See “ Allowance (s) ”. 

HOWELL, MR. B. B.— 

Feieign Rdhtions Bill — 

Motion for leaye to introduce. 6S. 

Motion to consider. 736. 
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HOWELL, MR. B. B.— «o«*d. 

Foreign Relations Bill— con^d. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 942, 971. 

Statement laid on the Table by re riots in the North-West' 

Frontier Province. 1201-02. 

HOWRAH— 

Question re — 

Appointment at of a railway ofBcer retrenched at Tundla. S2, 

Construction by the East Indian Railway of buildings at Salkea, 
. 495. 

Construction of quarters for East Indian Railway employees, north 
of station. 169-70. 

Retrenchment of employees of the East Indian Railway TrafBo 
Accounts Office, . 976-77. 

Strength of supervising and operating staff in the East Indian Rail- 
way Press at Calcutta and at . 1169. 

Unsatisfactory accommodation for the staff of the Railway Mail Ser- 
vice at station. 576-77. 

HUNTER, DR.— 

Question re — 

Employment of on Archeological work in India. 571. 

Prohibition of a lecture by at the Delhi University. 570. 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC INSTALLATIONS— 

Question re in British India. 667. 

I 

IBRAHIM ALI KUAN, LIEUT. NAWAB MUHAMMAD— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslim teachers in Delhi. 1108. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Currency office, Lahore. 497. 

Appointment of officer supervisors at Army Headquarters. 1109- 

10 . 

Employment of Muhammadan clerks in the Engineering Branch 
of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 290. 

Inspection of the British Trade Agency, Cartok, and pay of the 
British Trade Agent. 818. 

Names of officials holding certain educational posts in Delhi. 
1108. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan teachers employed in 
schools in Delhi. 1108. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muslim schools in Delhi. 1108. 

Safeguading the interests of Muslims in the clerical staff of Gov- 
ernment of India Offices. 1109. 

.Superior staff of the Cartok Agency. 815-17. 

U95LAD 
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IBRAHIM, MR. MOHAMMAD— 

Question regarding death of a olerk in the Delhi post office. 

799. 

iD— 

Question regarding non-grant of a holiday for the Ramzan at 

the Karachi General post office. 794. 

I^AN ILAHI, MR.— 

Question re — 

Books supplied to — a prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail. 900. 

Grievances of a prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail. 1152- 

53. 

Ill health of a prisoner in the Central Jail, Lahore. 153, 185- 

,87. 

Illness and treatment of a detenu under Regulation HI of 

1818. 185-87. 

Illness of a prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail. 899-900. 

Imprisonment of . 901. 

Imprisonment of under Regulation III of 1818. 54-55. 

IMMIGRANT (S)— 

Question re — 

Development of Burma by from Bihar and Orissa and the 

United Provinces. 779. 

Losses of from Bihar and Orissa and the United Provinces 

'' settled in Burma. 779. 

IMPERIAL BANK OP INDIA— 

Question re — 

Alleged differential treatment of Indian and non-Indian Directors 
of the . 174-75. 

Amount of advances given to Indian merchants by the . 175. 

Appointment of a committee of inquiry into the workings of the 
. 174-75. 

Exchange facilities of the . 1124. 

Government deposits with the . 174. 

Gratuities paid to senior officers of the . 996-97. 

Renewal of the contract with the . 1124. 

Withdrawal of facilities granted to Indian merchants by the . 

175. 

Resolution regarding the . 865-66. 

IMPERIAL COUNCIL OP AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH— 

Question regarding the . 414-16, 

imperial department op AGRICULTURE— 

Question regarding appointment to the of candidates from the 

Imperial Inistitnte of Agricultural Research, Pusa. 31i^. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE OP AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH— 

Question regarding appointment to the Imperial Department of 
candidates from the , Posa. 31-32. 

IMPERIAL SERVICES— 

Question re — 

' Rules for the admission of candidates to the Indian Civil Service 

and other . 977-78, •' 

Stoppage of recruitment for the Indian Civil Service and other 
. 501-02. 

IMPORT- 

Question re — 

of African coal to India. 700. . . 

of wheat under the Wheat (Import Duty) Act. 109-10. 

IMPORT DUTIES— 

See “ DutyCies) ”. 

IMPORTATION— 

Question regarding of cheap rubber and canvas shoes from 

Japan. 52-53. 

IMPRISONMENT— 

Question regarding of Mr. Ishan Ilahi under Regulation III of 

1818. 54-55. 

INCOME-TAX— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant Commissioner of in the 

Punjab. 1003-04. 

Government employees liable to Indian . 1128-29. 

appeals. 438. 

assessments. 824-26. 

paid by Jains. 506. 

Length of service in Bombay of the present Commissioner of — *-?- 
Bombay Presidency. 95-96. 

Pay of Assistant Commissioner of in Bombay and Sind. 97. 

Recruitment to the ■ Department. 812-13. 

Supersession of certain clerks in the Conunissioner’s ofSce, 

Punjab. 1004. 

INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

INCOME-TAX DEPARTMENT- 
Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims to the in the Punjab. 1004. 

Communities represented in the staff of the in Bihar and 

Orissa. 590-92. 
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INCOME-TAX OFFICERS— 

Question re — 

Alleged confidential alid private instructions given to . 96- 

97. 

Appointment of Muslims as . 297-98. 

Reports of on appeals made against their orders. 96. 

INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Bill(s) 

INCREMENT (S)— 

Question regarding grant of advance to accountants in the 

State Railway Accounts and Audit Departments. 180. 

INDEBTEDNESS— 

Question r»— 

of officials in the General Post Office, Madras. 914. 

of the Postmaster, Delhi, 920. 

INDER, MR. VIRr- 

Question regarding arrest and detention of under Regulation 

III of 1818. 154. 

INDIA— 

Question regarding — 

Carriage of mails between and England and and the 

Straits Settlements. 695-96. 

Contributions by to the League of Nations and the advant- 

ages secured. 498-9,9. 

Cost of Air Mail between England and . 493-94. 

Export of monkeys from . 702-04. 

Import of African coal to . 700. 

Passports for persons leaving . 513-15, 

Payment for the carriage of mails between and ETiglaiid , 

933. 

INDIAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of as Managers of Military Dairy Farms. 668- 

69. 

Appointment of as Postal Superintendents in the Burma 

Circle. 1163. 

Appointment of Trade Commissioners. 881. 

Arms licences for Europeans and in Tanganyika. 423. 

Departure of from Burma. 419. 

Difference in pay of , European and Anglo-Indian Mechanics 

in the Lillooah Workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Employment of ^ trained abroad in Civil Aviation. 883. 
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INDIAN(S)— con#d. 

Qaestion re — contd, 

Soropean and ladies waiting rooms at Ajmer railway station. 

424. 

Europeans, Anglo-Indians and appointed as Mechanics in the 

Lillooah Workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Financial aid for in Burma. 780. 

Grievances of on State Railways. 882-83. 

, Anglo-Indians and Europeans retrenched from Railways and 

Government Departments. 14-15. 

repatriated from South Africa. 572. 

repatriated to India from abroad. 18-21. 

thrown out of work in Malaya. 507, 

Medical facilities for Europeans, and Africans in Tanganyika. 

422-23. 

Number of assaulted, robbed, etc., in Burma. 778. 

Passports for Afghanistan granted to . 47. 

Pay of European, Anglo-Indian and apprentices of the 

Kharagpur workshops. 517. 

Police action against two in Tanganyika. 790-91. 

Protection of in Burma. 780, 

Qualifications required of and non-Indian railway appren* 

tiees. 520. 

Representation of on public bodies in Fiji. 769-70. 

Representations on the plight of in Burma. 777. 

Serious situation of in Burma. 777-78. 

Training of in the manufacture of electric bulbs. 434. 

INDIAN “ A ” GRADE RAILWAY APPRENTICES— 

See “ Apprentice (s) ”. 

INDIAN AIR SERVICE— 

See “ Air Service 

INDIAN APPRENTICES— 

See “ Apprentice (s) ”.. 

INDIAN AUDIT AND ACCOUNTS SERVICE— 

Question regarding postponement of examinations for the and 

the Indian Forest Service. 1196-97. 

INDIAN BAR COUNCILS ACT, 1926— 

See “ BiU(s) ”. 

INDIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s).” 

INDIAN BROADCASTING COMPANY— 

See Broadcasting Company ”. 
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INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE— 

Qaestion re — 

Age limit for the in India and in England. 889. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the in the Punjab. 587. 

Auxiliary language required for the examination. 889-90. 

Non-inclusion of Kanarese in the languages prescribed for the 
examination. 1402. 

Pay and allowances of officers. 930-31, 986-87. 

Pay and allowances of the . 1189. 

Reduction of salaries of the — . 1154. 

Rules for the admission of candidates to the and other Im- 

perial Services. 977-78, 

Stoppage of recruitment for the and other Imperial Serviced 

501-02. 

INDIAN EMIGRANT (S)— 

See “ Emigrant(s) ”. 

INDIAN ENGINEER(S)— 

See “ Engineer (s) 

INDIAN FACTORIES ACT— 

See “ Act(8) ”, 

INDIAN FACTORIES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY AND EXTENDING) BILD— 
See ” Bm(8) 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE— 

Question re postponement of examinations for the Indian Audit and 
Accounts Service and the — — . 1196-97. 

INDIAN HOSTEL— 

See ” Hostel 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See ” Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN INCOME-TAX (SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL>- 
See ” Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN LABOURERS— 

See “ Labourer(8) ”, 

INDIAN MATCH COMPANT(IBS)— 

Question re absorption of by the Western . 1190-91. 

INDIAN MATCH MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION— 

See ” AssociationCs) ”. 

INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL BILL— 

See BilKs) ”. 

INDIAN MEDICAL REGISTER— 

See Medical Register ”, 
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INDIAN MEDICAL BESEABCH DEFABTMENT-- 
^00 “ Medical Beaearch ”v 

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of ofScers by nomination. 528. 

Civil duties of ofScers of the and Military Service for private 

medical practitioners. 893. 

Civil work by the and Military Service for the Indian Medi- 

cal profession. 528. 

Nomination of officers in the . 893. 

Qualifications of candidates for the . 25. 

Representation of Sikhs in the office of the Director General, . 

805-06. 

Reservation of certain posts in the for Europeans. 892-98. 

Reservation of posts in the Indian Medical Research Department 
for officers. 895-96. 

Rese^ation of posts in the Medical Research Department for 
officers of the . 891. 

Reservation of specific posts in the for European officers. 

527.' 

Service conditions of temporary officers of the . 893-94. 

Terms of retirement of temporary officers of the . 528-29. 

INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN MERCHANTS’ CHAMBERS— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Suplementary Grant for — 

“ Miscellaneous ’’ re — 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federation of 

and Industries in the Federal Structure Committee and 

the Round Table Conference. 1232-34. 

INDIAN MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN NAVAL ARMAMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIN PILGRIMS— 

See “ Pilgrim (s) 

INDIAN PORTS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN PRESS BILL- 
See “ Bill(s) “. 

INDIAN PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) BHjIj— 

See “ Bill(s) 

INDIAN RAILWAY CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION— 

Question re duties of the General Secretary and his office. 912. 
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INDIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY— 

Question re Officer of the Women’s Medical Service lent to the % 
771-72, 

INDIAN RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION— 

Question re constitution of the governing body of the . 293-94 

896-97. 

See also “ Association (s) ”, 

INDIAN RESERVE FORCES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ BiU(s) ”, 

INDIAN SANDHURST COMMITTEE— 

Question re report of the . 693. 

INDIAN SETTLER(S)— 

Question re deputations to South Africa on behalf of . 692-93. 

INDIAN STATE (S)— 

Question re licentiates of Medical Schools in . 525, 891. 

INDIAN STATE RAILWAYS— 

See “ Railway (s) ”. 

INDIAN STERLING LOAN— 

See “ Loan(s) ”. 

INDIAN STORES DEPARTMENT— 

Question re purchase of Stores through the . 607-08. 

INDIAN SUBORDINATE (S)— 

See “ Subordinates ”. 

INDIAN SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bm(s) ”. 

INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE— 

Question re — 

grant of senior commissions to officers of the and the University 

Training Corps. 790-91. 

in the United Provinces. 82-83. 

INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

INDIAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACT— 

See “ Act(s) ”. 

INTHANISATION— 

Question re — 

of Railways. 193. 

of superior services in the Engineering Department of the 

Calcutta Port Trust. 593-94, 595. 

of the Commercial and Engineering superior services of the 

North Western Railway. 673-76. 

Reports of committees on the of the Army in India. 872-73. 

INDUS— 

Question re remodelling of the Koti Railway Bridge over the 
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INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS— 

See “ Accideiit(s) 

INDUSTRY(IES)— ^ 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — 

*' Miscellaneous ” re— 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federation of 
Indian Merchants’ Chambers and in the Federal Struc- 

ture Committee and the Bound Table Conference. 1232-34. 
Question re— 

Depression in the woollen . 29-30. 

Development of Indian for the Chinese market. 880. 

Precarious state of the tanning . 53 

Protection for the match . 1190-91. 

Protection of the Indian hosiery from Japanese competition. 

880. 

Wagon . 1123. 

INDUSTRIES AND LABOUR, DEPARTMENT OP— 

Election of Members to the Standing Committee for the . 61, 

529, 618. 

INFANTRY BATTALION (S)— 

See “ Battalion(s) ”. 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES— 

See “ Disease (s) ”. 

INFERIOR GOVERNMENT SERVANTS— 

See “ Government Servant (s) ”. 

INKMAN— 

Question re dismissal of an in the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press, Calcutta. 1168. 

INLAND STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANIES— 

Question re creation of an Advisory Board for . 576. 

INSPECTING OFFICERS— 

Question re promotions to the post of in cantonments. 1185-86. 

INSPECTION— 

Question re of the British Trade Agency, Gartok, and pay of 

the British Trade Agent. 818. 

INSPECTOB(S)— 

Question re— 

Accounts Crew on the East Indian Railway. 1398. 

Allegations against certain in the Crew Department at Luck- 

now. 1385. 

Appointment of Accounts Crew on the East Indian Railway. 

1397-98. 

— of post offices in the Burma Circle. 1162. 
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INSPECTOB(S)— <!0«W. 

Question re — eonid. 

Names and qualifications of certain of post offices. 1162. 

Non-transfer of certain town of post offices in Rangoon. 

1163. 

Powers of town of post offices. 887-88. 

Qualifications of of post offices. 1161. 

Service, qualifications, leave-salary, etc., of certain Divisional 

and travelling ticket on the East Indian Railway. 1394- 

95. 

Syllabus of examination for of post offices. 1161-62. 

See also “ Ticket Inspectors ”. 

INSPECTOR OF SCHOOL (S)— 

Question re — 

Hindu and Muhammadan teachers appointed and dismissed on 
the recommendation of the District , Delhi. 602. 

Transfer of the District , Delhi. 602. 

INSTITUTE (S)— 

Question re — 

Establishment of a Central Medical Research . 526. 

Frequent change of Director of the Haffkine , Bombay. 

569-70. 

Retrenchment in salaries of Departmental heads of Research ^ 

527. 

INSTITUTION(S)— 

Question re recognition of Muhammadan Educational and 

appointment of Muhammadan teachers in Delhi. 602 — 03. 

INSTRUMENT SECTION— 

Question re abolition or reduction of the of the Meteorological 

Office, Poona. 589-90. 

INSURANCE— 

Questipn 

with Foreign Companies of the property of the Madras Port 

Trust. 765-66. 

National health scheme for India. 567, 894. 

INSURANCE POLICIES— 

Question re investment of Provident Funds in single payment ster- 
ling . 1466-67. 

INTEREST— 

Resolution re control of money lending and rates of 652-63, 

826-55. 

INTERMEDIATE CLASS— 

Question're — 

and second class North Western Railway passes to Puri. 

489. 
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INTERMEDIATE CLASS— «onM. 

Question re — contd. 

Provision of increased aoeommodation for the iaove from 

Simla to Delhi. 1194. 

Treatment of passengers at Ilardwar Railway station. 996. 

INTERNAL SECURITY— 

Question re — 

Artillery allotted for . 266-67. 

Nature, extent and scope of scheme. 266. 

INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL CREDIT COMPANY— 

See “ Company (ies) 

INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OP AGRICULTURE— 

Question re activities of the of Rome. 1164. 

INTERNATIONA CONVENTION— 

Question re conference relating to the on the treatment of 

foreigners. 52. 

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE- 

Question re the protest by the Indian Employers’ delegates at the 

at Geneva. 166. 

See also “ Conference (s) ”. 

INTERPRETATION(S)— 

Question re of a railway provident fund and gratuity rules. 

1200. 

INVESTMENT (S)— 

Question re effect of the Burmese rebellion on Indian in Burma. 

176. 

IRFAN, MAULANA MUHAMMAD— • 

Question re refusal of permission to Maulanas Muhammad Ishaq and 
to enter the North-West Frontier Province. 12. 

IRWIN-GANDHI AGREEMENT - 
See “ Agreement ”. 
ntWIN HOU,SE— 

Question re rent and purchase price of “ Thakersay House ” and 
“ ” in Bombay. 888. 

ISHAQ, MAULANA MUHAMMAD— 

Question re refusal of permission to Maulanas and Muham- 

mad Irfan to enter the North-West Frontier Province. 12. 

ISHWARSINHJI, NAWAB NAHARSINHJI— 

Question re appointment of Indians as Managers of Military Dairy 
Farms. 668-69. 

ISMAIL ALT KHAN, KUNWAR HAJEE— 

Election of as member to the Standing Committee for the De- 

partment of Industries and Labour. 618. 
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ISMAIL ALI KHAN, KUNWAR HAJEE— con^d. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

^ Motion to refer to Select Committee. 134. * 

Question re — 

Age limit for the Indian Civil Service examination in India and in 
England. 889. 

Allegations against certain Inspectors in the Crew Department at 
Lucknow. 1385. 

Allegations of communal bias in the Baluchistan Postal Division. 
1380. 

Appointment clerk in the Delhi General Post Office. 1379-80. 
Appointment of Muslims in the Accounts Branches of certain post 
offices. 1382. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Peshawar General Post Office. 
1381-82. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Simla General Post Office. 1377, 
1378-79. 

Appointment of Muslims to the office of the Deputy Accountant 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 1383. 

Auxiliary language required for the Indian Civil Service exa- 
mination. 889-90. 

('^ommunal composition of postal staff in certain post offices. 
1380-81. 

Communal inequalities in the staff of Accounts and Audit Offices 
in the United Provinces. 806. 

Control of travelling ticket examiners and Crew Staff on the East 
Indian Railway. 1386. 

Conviction for cheating of a clerk in the Crew Department, East 
Indian Railway, Calcutta. 1384. 

Curtailment of holidays ’in the office of the Survey of India. 
Mussoorie. 809. 

Defalcation of excess fare money on the Bast Indian Railway. 
1383-84. 

Employment of Crew Staff on other than their legitimate duties. 
1385-86. 

Employment of Muslims in the Survey of India. 432-33. 

Firearm licences confiscated in the United Provinces. 431. 
Government servants murdered during the last five years. 1185. 

Halting allowance payable at Delhi to the Deputy Director for 
Exploration. 807-08 

Indian hostel in Jerusalem. 26. . 

Indian pilgrims to the Hedjaz. 26-27. 

Infectious diseases in the Mullingar Estate at Mussoorie. 580-81. 
Introduction of compulsory primary education in Ajmer-Merwara. 
666-67. 

Muslim Rajput • population of each province. 926-27. 

Muslim Rajputs in the British Indian Army. 427. 
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ISMAIL ALI KHAN, KUNWAR HAJBE— cowcW. 

Question re — contd. 

Nomination for selection grade of candidates in the Delhi Gtene* 
ral Post Office. 1879. 

Non-recruitment to the Army of Muslim Rajputs from the United 
Provinces. 428. 

Paucity of Muslims in Qovemment services in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 1381. 

Preponderance of Hindus in appointments in the North-West 
IVontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan. 1381. 

Prevention by Crew Staff of passengers from boarding trains 
1385. 

Re-admission to cantonments of persons expelled on account of 
political agitation. 497-98. 

Recruitment of Muslim Rajputs to the Air Service and the Royal 
Indian Marine. 428. 

Recruitment to the Income-tax Department. 812-13. 

Reduction in number of class I officers of the Survey of India. 
927. 

Removal of the Survey of India Office from Mussoorie. 580. 

Replacement of Hindus by Muslims in certain appointments in 
the Railway Mail Service, Delhi. 1382-83. 

Report of the Retrenchment Committee. 813. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Minority Communities in appoint- 
ments to Audit and Accounts Offices in the United Provinces. 
806-07. 

Sale and detection of used railway tickets at Gava and Patna. 
1384-85. 

Selection grade posts in the Simla General Post Office. 1377. 

Tuberculosis cases at “ Ivan Ho ” in Mussoorie. 581. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Detention under Regulation III of 1818 of Mr. Aziz Hindi of 
Amritsar. 153. 

Garhwali military prisoners. 10. 

Regiments admitting Mussalmans from the United Provinces 
83. 

ISTIMRARDAR— 

Question re complaints against the of Pisangan. 395. 

ITALIAN STEAMERS— 

Question re racial discrimination on . 421. 

“ Ivan Ho 

Question re tuberculosis cases at in Mussoorie. 581. 
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JADABPUKr- 

Qnestion re students' concessions for travellings betweei^ and 

Calcutta. 495-96. 

JADHA.V, MR. B. V.— 

Question re — 

Emplojrment of Indians trained abroad in civil aviation. 883. 
Grievances of Indians on State Railways. 882-83. 

Leave reserve and officiating promotion in the headquarters office 
of the North Western RaUway. 881-82. 

Organisation of the Indian State Air Service. 883. 

Passage allowance for subordinates of non-Asiatie domicile. 882. 
Resolution re exchange, Gold Reserves and the Supplementary 
Finance Bill. 1078-80. 

Statement by the Honourable Sir George Schuster on the Finan- 
cial position. 715. 

JAGANNATH PRASAD SINGH— 

Question re expulsion from Barrackpore Cantonment of . 480- 

81. 

JAGAT RAM, PANDIT— 

Question re life sentences awarded to and Bhai Jawala Singh. 

49-50. 

JAILCS)--- 

Question re — 

Books supplied to Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Lahore Cen- 
tral . 900. 

Defective latrines and inspection of by visitors. 87-88. 

Grievances of Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Lahore Central . 

1152-53. 

Ill health of Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Central , Lahore. 

153. 

Illness of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Lahore Central . 

899-900. 

Racial discrimination in the provision of electric fans in 

166-67. 

Revision and improvement of rules. 86—87. 

JAIL RULE(S)— 

See “ Rule(s) ”. 

JAIN(S)— 

Question re— 

Income-tax paid by . 506. 

Number of in Government services. 506 
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JAIN COMMUNITY— 

Motion to reduce Demand fox Supplementitry Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ” re non-representation of the at the Federal 

Structure Committee or the Bound Table Conference. 1248-44. 

JAMAL MOHAMMAD SAIB, MB.— 

Question re — 

Conference relating to the International Convention on the treat- 
ment of foreigners. 52. 

Importation of cheap rubber and canvas shoes from Japan. 52-53. 
Insurance with foreign companies of the property of the Madras 
Port Trust. 765-66. 

Precarious state of the tanning industry. 53. 

JAPAN— 

Question re — 

Dumping of rice from into India. 4-5. 

Importation of cheap rubber and canvas shoes from . 52-53. 

Trade between India and and India and Britain. 609. 

JAPANESE COMPETITION— 

See ** Competition 

JAPANESE RICE— 

See ‘‘ Rice 

JAW ALA SINGH, BHAI— 

Question re life sentences awarded to Pandit Jagat Ram and 

49-50. 

JEHANGIR, SIR COWASJI— 

Expressions of regret on the death of Mr. K. C. Roy. 73. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 117, 124. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 366, 367- 

68 . 

Motion for Adjournment re pronouncement re the Exchange Ratio. 
826. 

Question re transfer of control of the Civil Administration of Aden 
from the Government of Bombay to the Government of 
India. 686-92. 

Question (Supplementary) re public holidays in India. 6. 
Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 242-44, 249, 252. 

Exchange, Gold Reserves and the Supplementary Finance Bill. 
1098-1101. 

Statement on the Financial Position. 1034, 1038. ' 
JERUSALEM— 

Question re Indian hostel in . 26. 
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.JETTIES— 

Question re work at the Chittagong . 101-02. 

JHA, PANDIT RAM KRISHNA— 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1024. 

Question re— 

Appointment of Hindus to the Government of India Press, Simla. 
1172-73. 

Court fees prescribed by Local Council Acts. 875. 

Enactment of a uniform court-fees Act for the whole of India. 
875. 

Excessive court-fees prescribed by Local Governments. 874. 
Qualifications and communities of the employees of the Govern- 
ment of India Press, Simla. 1172. 

Revision of the Court-fees Act. 873-74. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Delay in opening of the third class booking office at Patna junc- 
tion railway station. 23-24. 

Muslim population of Bengal and the Punjab. 5. 

JHANSI— 

Question re lack of a shed and other facilities for passengers at — 
railway station. 580. 

JHBLUM CANAL COLONY- 

Question re— 

Branding of mares in the . 267-70. 

Horse breeding in the . 267, 271-81. 

JIRGAS— 

Question re Frontier Regulations in force in the North-West Fron- 
tier Province and Sind and decision of cases by . 98-99. 

JOG, MR. S. G— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 969-70. 

Heavy Chemical Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 729. 

Motion to insert a new clause as clause 4. 734-35. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1373. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1447. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1453. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1459-60, 1461. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli deten- 
tion Camp. 747. 
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JOG, MR. S. O.—cantd. 

Motion to reduce Denianrl for Supplojnentary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ’’ re representation of non-iJriil'.tnins and IVnnbay Kar- 
natak at the Round Table Conference and the Minorities Sub- 
committee. 1247-48. 

Question re — * 

Banning of certain newspapers from Fathiawar States. 1111. 

Interview with Sir Samuel lloare on the Press Bill. 1118. 

Introduction of a new Goveriimeut I^rovident Fund S/'heine. 894. 

Issue of fidelity bonds by the Bombay Currency Otnee Co-opera- 
tive Credit Society. 01)5. 

Platform attendance by Railway Mail Service soricrs. 887. 

Powers of town Inspectors of post offiees. 887-88. 

Removal of telegraph wdres from the Devlaii to the Nasik Tele- 
graph Ofiice. 886. 

Rent and purchase price of Thakersay House and ‘‘ Irwin 
House ” in Bombay. 888. 

Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. Gf)8. 

Revision of the Pension Rules of inferior Government servants. 
694-95. 

Supersession in the Bombay Curreuey Office. 693-94. 

The administration of Aden. 927. 

The postwala system at the Kalbadevi post office in Bombay. 
886-87. 

Trains from Amraoti to Nagpur. 927-28. 

Question (Supplementary) rc — 

Indian Air Service from Karachi to Calcutta. 21-22. 

Indians repatriated to India from a])road. 19-20. 

Resolution re — 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 211- 
12, 217. 

Draft convention regulating hours of >vork in offices, Hotels, etc. 
1528-29. 

Expenditure on roads. 1497. 

JOGTNDARNAGARr- 

Question re — 

Roof of the Shanan Power House, . 681-85. 

Tenders for roofing of the Sliaiian Power il()u>:o, . 6S3-S4. 

JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE— 

Question re refusal of the Tanganyika Indian delegation to attend 
the . 422. 

JOINT SECRETARY(IES)- 

See “ Secretary (ics) 

JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER-^ 

See “ Commissioner 

L295LAD 
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JUDICIAL HEADS— 

Question re subordination of resident Magistrates to instead oi 

to the Executive Department. 95. • 

JUDICIAL OFFICERS— 

See Officer(s) 

JUDICIAL TRIBUNALS— 

Question re separation of the Executive from the — 94-95, 
JUKES REPORT— 

Question re retrenchment proposals of the . 388. 

E 


KALBADEVI— 

Question re the postwala system at the post office in Bombay 

886-87. 

KANARESE— 

Question re non-inelusion of in the languages prescribed foi 

the Indian Civil Service Examination. 1402. 

KANARESE SPEAKING DISTRICTS— 

Question re — 

Populations, revenue, etc., of certain . 436-37. 

Unification of the of Madras and Bombay Presidencies. 

436, 437-38. 

KAPIANDI SYSTEM— 

Question re the — — in Kenya Colony, 497. 

KARACHI— 

Question re — 

Hours of work of Muslim clerks in the General Post Office. 

195, 795. 

Indian Air Service from to Calcutta. 21-22. 

Non-grant of a holiday for the Ramzan Id at the General 

Post Office. 794. 

KARNAFUTJ 

Question re cost of the dn'dgers — — and “ Patunga 105. 
KARNATAIi— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ’’ re representation of non-Brahmins and Bombay 

at tlie Bpund Table Conference and Minorities Sub-Committees. 
1246-49. 

Question re selection of a representative from the for tJie Round 

Table Conference. 438. 

KARNATAK PROVINCE— 

Question re formation of a — . 


437 . 
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KASHMIR— 

Question re— 

Activities of British Indian Muslims in connection with the — 
State. 401. 

Articles in the Muslim Outlook about 989-90. 

Articles in the Statesman about . 990-91, 992. 

Muslim agitation against the State. 991-92. 

KATHIAWAR STATES— 

Question re banning of certain newspapers from . 1111. 

KENYA— 

Question re — 

Common electoral roll in the Legislative Council. 17. 

Kapiandi System in Colony. 497. 

Sentence of whipping given to a boy in . 419-20. 

KHADDAR— 

Question re prohibition of Gandhi caps and in Bannu Canton- 

ment. 12-13. 

KHARAGPURr- 
Question re — 

Pay of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian api)r entices of the 
workshops. 517. 

Provision of a hostel for Indian apprentices at . 519. 

Reduction in number of apprentices in the Railway work- 

shops. 518. 

Scales of pay of apprentices at the workshops. 518. 

KIIUDAI KHIDMATGARS— 

Question re action taken against volunteers of the Afghan Youth 

League or the in the North-West Frontier Province. 13- 

14. 

KIREANS— 

Question re prosecutions of Sikhs for the possession of . 772- 

773. 

KITCHENS— 

Question re of the Assembly quarters at Longwood, Simla. 

613-14* 

KNIGHT, MR. H. P.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

KODAIKANAL— 

Question re fuel allowance for the Observatory Post Office. 

708. 

Kotri railway bridge— 

Question re the remodelling of the — over the Indus. 167-68. 
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KRISHNAMACIIARIAR, RAJA BAHADUR G — 

Question re marriages registered under the Special Marriage (Amend- 
ment) Act. 765. 

KULACilT— 

Question re riots at Dcra Ismail Khan and Village. 608-09. 

KYAW MYINT, U— 

The Indian^ Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 549-51. 


I. 


LABOUR— 

Question rc — 

Indian in Mala 3 ’a. 577-78. 

Printinir of reports of commissions on , retrenchments, etc. 

116G-67. 

l^otoetion of adolescent in factories. 184. 

Recommendations of Royal Commission on re hours of work 

in factories. 184. 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on in regju'd to 

unomplojunent. 184 

Report oj* the Royal Commission on . 387, 1172. 

Su|)oi*\ision of fcnnale in factories. 183. 

Recomnieiida t ioFi of the riderriat ional Conference re preven- 

tion of industrinl accidents. 1408-10, 

RosolutioFi re draft convention on forced or ccmpulsorv . 

1509-25. 

LABOUR (/ONFURRNCE - 

Question rr piotest by Indian Employees' Delegates at the Inter- 
naiioTi.nl at Genova. 166. 

I..ABOUREILS— 

Question rc — 

Condition of Madrasi re.sidents, traders and in Burma 417- 

418. 

Indian in Ccjdon. 27-29. 

LADIES— 

Question re European and Indian waiting rooms at Aimer rail- 
way station. 424. * 

LAHTRI CllAUDiniRY, JIR. D. K.— 

Ancient Monuments Pre.servaticn (Amendment) Bill- 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1223, 1225-26. 

Indian Pres.s (Emergency Powers) Bill- 

Consideration of clause 4. 1.374-75, 1412-13. 

Consideration of clause 5. 1438. 

Consideration of elat’.sp 7. 1441. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1446. 
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LAHIRI CIIAUDIIURY, MR. D. K.—contd. 

Question rf . — 

Abolition of the post of Public Health Commissioner with the Gov- 
ernment of India. 894. 

Alleged assaults by railway officials. 899. 

Attendance of the Public Health Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India at conferences outside India. 895. 

Civil dulies of officers of the Indian Medical Service and Military 
Service for private medical i)ractitioners. 893. 

Composition of the proposed Indian Medical Council. 890. 

Constitution of the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund 
AssociaKon. 896-97. 

Establishment of a Central Medical Research Institute. 892. 

Frequent, absence from India of the Public Health Commissioner 
with the Government of India. 895. 

Frequent changes in the appointment of Director of the Ilaifkine 
Inslitute, Bombay. 897. 

Hindu and Sikli populations in Bengal and the Punjab. 878-79. 

Introduction of the Indian Medical Council Bill. 890. 

Licentiates of medical schools in Indian States. 891. 

National health insurance scheme for India. 894. 

Nomination of officers to the Indian Medical Service. 893. 

Quarters of the Deputy Presidency Postmaster in the “ Arcade 
Building 898-99. 

Reconstitution ^he Governing Body of the Research Fund 
Association. 892. 

Release to provincial Governments of stocks of quinine. 894. 

Reservation of certain posts in the Indian Medical Service for 
Europeans. 892-93. 

Reservation of posts in the Medical Research Department for offi- 
cers of the Indian Medical Service. 891, 895-96. 

Resolution of the All-India Medical Conference re the Medical 
Register. 890-91. 

Resolutions passed at the All-India Medical Conference. 890. 

Salaries of Heads of Research Institutes. 892. 

Service conditions of temporary officers of the Indian Medical Ser- 
vice. 893-94. 

Transfer from Silchar of office bearers of the local Postal Union. 
897-98. 

Travelling allowance of Railway Mail Service officials transferred 
from Silchar. 898. 

Utilisation of thermal springs in India. 894. 
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LAHORE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Currency OiSce, . 497. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Telegraph Engineering Department^ 
, Division. 588-89. 

Appointment of Sindhis as heads of Departments in the North 
AVestern Railway Office, . 174. 

Books supplied to Mr. Ihsan Ilahi a prisoner in the , Central 

Jail. 900. 

Discharge on account of retrenchment of Mr. Abdul Rashid from 

the office of the Chief Engineer, Surveys and Construction, 

582, 

Orievanees of Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Central Ja3. 

1152-53. 

Ill health of Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Central Jail . 153. 

Illness of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Central Jail. 899- 

900. 

Result of the Divisional Personnel Officers’ Conference at . 

767. 

Transfer of Deputy Postmasters General between Madras and 
51. 

LAL CHANl), HONORARY CAPTAIN RAO BAHADUR CITATJDHRI— 

Eh^ction of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408, 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1286, 1287-88. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1421-23. 

Oath of Office. 255. 

LALCHAND NAVALKAI, MR.- 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 459-64. 466. 

Expressions of regret by at the deaths of Mr. Alexander, Mr, 

Shahani and U Tok Kyi. 58-59. 

Expression of regret by on the death of Mr. K. C. Boy, 75. 

Foreign Relations Bill— 

Mction.s to consider and to circulate. 959-63. 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1038-43, 1049. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 819, 533, 

Point of order raised by Mr. S. 0. Sen, that the Bill as introduced 
in the Assembly has not been published in the Gazette, and 
therefore all proceedings taken thereafter, viz., the Report of 
the Select Committee, are ^Ura vires illegal and void. 1179, 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill— •; 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1301-02, 



tSWJX TO LBQtSLATXVX ASSEMBLY DSBATBS. 119 

LALCHAND NAVALRAI, UH.^-contd. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — contd. 

* Consideration of danse 4. 1433. 

Consideration of danse 5. 1439. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

Question rc — 

Abolition of the pnnishment of whipping. 88. 

Alleged confidential and private instructions given to Income-tax 
officers 96-97. 

Alleged influence of Magistrates by Public Prosecutors. 93-94. 

Alleged injurioiis effect of aluminium cooking vessels. 521-22. 

Appointment of guards to the control system on the North 
Western Railway. 193-94. 

Appointment of JSindhis as Heads of Departments in the North 
Western Railway Office, Lahore. 174. 

Appointment of Sindhis as Sanitary Inspectors on the North 
Western Railway. 173-74. 

Books supplied to Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Lahore Central 
Jail. 900. 

Defective jail latrines and inspection of jails by visitors. 87-88. 

Exemption of Members of the Legislature from the Arms Act Rules, 
99. 

Extra powers of the Commissioner of Sind. 95. 

Frontier Regulations in force in the North West Frontier Province 
and Sind and decision of cases by Jirgas. 98-99. 

Gradation list of Divisional Accountants in the Bombay Presi- 
dency. 603-04. 

Importation of Japanese rise. 172-73. 

Imprisonment of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi. 901. 

Indiaiiisation of railways. 193. 

Length of service in Bombay of the present Commissioner of 
Income-tax, Bombay Presidency. 95-96. 

Non-appointment of Public Works Department accountants on 
the IJoyd Barrage Scheme in Bombay. 604. : 

Pay of Assistant Commissioners of Income-tax in Bombay afld 
Sind. 97. 

Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 97-98. 

Release of political prisoners. 85-86. 

Reports of Income-tax Officers on appeals made against their 
orders. 96. 

Retrenchment of high officials. 88. 

Retrenchment on State Railways. 88-91. 

Retrenchment on the North Western Railway. 172. 

Revision and improvement of jail rules. 86-87. 

Rules for the classification of prisoners. 86. 

Rules framed under Regulation HI of 1818, 900-01. 
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LALCITAND NAVALRAI, llR.—concld. 

Question re — contd. 

Selection and pay of control system officers on the North Westem 
Railway. 91-92. 

Separation of the Exocutivc from Judicial Tribunals. 94-9^. 

Subordination of Resident Maiaristratcs to Judicial Heads instead 
of to the Executive Department. 95. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of non-ilindiis in Railway Accounts Departments. 
905-07. 

Appointment of Sihhs and Hindus as draftsmen on the North 
Western Railway. 491-!;*2. 

Cominulation of death sentences. 22-23. 

Crew system of railwaj^ ticket checking. 80. 

Disturbances in Durma. 11. 

Dumping of Japanese rice into India. 4. 

Fixation by statute ef percentage of Muslim representation in 
Government services. 7. 

Illness and treatment of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a detenu under Rcgula* 
tion ITT of .1818. ISO. 

Indian labourers in Cewlon. 27-29. 

Indians repatriated to India from abroad. 20. 

Move to Simla. 406. 

Passports for persons leaving India. 513-15. 

Prosecutions of Sikhs for the possession of “ Kirpans 772- 
73. 

Retrenchment in Government of India Offices in Calcutta. 2. 

Retrenchment of a Sikh from the Agent’s Office, North Western 
Railway. 671-72. 

Retrenchment on railways. 82. 

Salaries of Local Traffic Service Officers. 676. 

Transfer of control of the civil administration of Aden from the 
Government of Bombay to the Government of India. 691. 

Resolution, re Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agri- 
culturists. 209-11. 

Statement on the ifinaiicial position. 1036. 

LALL, MR. S— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

LAND AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICER— 

Question re appointment of a in the Public Works Department 

New Delhi. 1404-05. 

LAND CUSTOMS (AMENDMENT) BILL-- 

8te Bill(s) 
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LANDITOLDER(S)— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscella- 
neous re inadequate reproseiitation of the and Zamindars 

at the Round Table Conference. 1237-41. 

Question re representation of Bengal at the Round Table Con- 

ference. 573. 

LATRINE (S)— 

Question re — 

Defective jail and inspection of jails by visitors. 87-88. 

Removal of a public from the proximity of the third class 

waiting room at Burhanpur Railway Station. 108. 

LAVATORY(IES)— 

Question re storage of fodder for cattle on the roofs of the of 

Indian clerks^ quarters in New Delhi. 975-76. 

LAW OF ATTACHMENT— 

Question re conflicting rulings on the . 995-96. 

LEACH, MR. F. B.— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 455-58, 460, 463. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 328, 550. 
Oath of Office. 1. 

Resolution re reb(*llion in Burma. 858-61. 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS— 

Question rc — 

Contributions- by India to the and the advantages secured. 

498-99. 

committees on economic and agricultural depression. 904. 

LEAVE— 

Question re — 

Appointment and cases dealt with by Hindu clerks in certain 

post offices. 796. 

Casual of officers and clerks of the North Western Railway.. 

1163-64. 

— granted to an overseer at the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta. 1171. 

Non-grant of medical with pay to temporary piece-workers 

in the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1165. 

LEAVE RESERVE— 

Question re— 

Abolition of officers in the Meteorological Department. 589, 

590. 

•—and officiating promotion in the headquarters office of the 
North Woslcni ilaihvay. 881-82. 
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LEAVE RULES— 

QueRtion re racial discrimination in new on State Railways# 

492. 

LECTURE— 

Question re prohibition of a — by Dr. Hunter at the Delhi Univer- 
sity. 570. 

LEE COMMISSION— 

Question rc cost of the ’s recommendations in the Central Gov- 

ernment and the provinces. 606. 

LEE PASSAGE CONCESSION (S)— 

Hee “ Concession (s). 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 

Address by His Excellency the Viceroy to the Members of the Couxr 

cil of State and the . 341-46. 

Question rc — ' 

Arrangements for medical aid for Members 6f the — — . 1106-07. 

Kitchens of quarters at Longwood, Simla. 613-14. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL— 

Question n : — 

Common electoral roll for the Kenya . 19. 

Resolution in the Madras — — to raise Madraa Infantry Battalions. 

:in2. 

LEGISLATURE(S)— 

Question rc — 

Cost of haulage of motor cars of Members of the Central . 

612 . 

Exemption of Members of the from the Arms Act Rules. 

99. 

Reduction of travelling alliowance of Government servants and 

Members of the Central . 611-12. 

Rents charged at Longwood Hotel for Government officials and 

Members of the Central . 614. 

Travelling allowance and haulage of motor cars of Members of 

the Central- . 612. 

LETTERS— 

Question re complaint by Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru against tamper- 
ing with his ill the post office. 167. 

LICENSE(S)— 

Question re — 

Arms -for Europeans and Indians in Tanganyika. 423. 

l^re-arm confiscated in the United Provinces. 431. 

for carrying on trade in cantonments. 785-86. 

LICENTIATES— 

^ Question re of medical schools in Indian States. 525. 

LIFE SENTENCES— 

See ** Sentences 
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lilLLOOAH— 

Question Vi'~ 

Difference in pay of Indian, fciuropean and Anglo-Indian Mechanics 

in the workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians appointed as mechanics in 

the workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Racial discrimination in the appointment of apprentices in the 
workshops. 520-21. 

LITIGATION OFPlCEEr- 

Question re of the North Western Railway. 489. 

LLOYD BARRAGE SCHEME— 

Qiiestion re non-appointment of Public Works Department acount* 
ants on the in Bombay. 604. 

LOAN(S) 

Question ♦T — 

Currency withdrawn from circulation and Government of India's 
new . 1401 . 

Government to a private individual at Dacca. 613. 

of the Government of India maturing in England and in 

India. 901. 

Outflow of caiutal for sterling . 1123. 

Raising of for India in foreign countries. 411. 

Recent sterling . 78-79. 

Sterling and rupee . 477-78. 

Sterling of the Government of India. 880-81. 

The recent Indian sterling . 411. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS— 

Question re excessive court fees prescribed by . 874. 

LOCAL TRAFFIC SERVICE— 

Bee ‘‘ Traffic Service 

LOCAL TRAFFIC SERVICE OFFICERS— 

Bee “ Traffic Service Officers 

LONDON— 

Que^stion re conference of wheat growing countries in . 903-04. 

LONGWOOD— 

Question re kitchens of the Assembly quarters at , Simla. 613- 

614. 

LONGWOOD HOTEL— 

Bee ‘‘ Hotel(s) 

LOWER DIVISION— 

Question ro promotion of clerks in tfie of the Secretariat. 1127- 

1128. 

LOWER PAID STAFF— 

8^ “ StafE 
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LUCKNOW— 
t^ueHt.ioji re — 

Allegations against certain Inspectors in the Crew Department at 
. 1385. 

Employment of a Telegraph Master General at the Government 
Telegraph Office, . 260. 

Employment of students of the Benares Engineering College as 
unpaid apprentices in the Railway Workshop. 791. 

LYALLPUR— 

Question rc — 

Candidates from the North West Frontier Province sent to the 

Agricultural College, 403. 

Release of S. Dhanna Singh, a prisoner of . 925. 


MADRAS— 

Qiu^stioii — 

Contracts for motor mail services in and Calcutta. 1191-93. 

Hours op work of the Presidency Postmaster. 914. 

Inconvenieril timings of the Grand Trunk Express between 

and Delhi. 907-08. 

Indcd)tedno;ss of officials in the general post office, . 914. 

Lengthy retention of the post of superintendent of post offices 

circle, by Rao Bahadur Narasimha Naidu. 154-55. 

Punishment of a clerk in the general post office. 914. 

• Recruitment for the postal service in the Presidency. 804-05, 

Recruitment of depressed classes in post offices. 994. 

Representation of depressed classes in certain offices in . 994. 

Resolution in the Legislative Council to raise infantry 

battalions. 1112. 

Transfer of Deputy Postmasters-General between— — and Lahore. 
51. 

Unification of the Kanares^ 'speaking Districts of and Bombay 

Presidencies. 436, 437-38. 

MADRAS AND SOUTHERN MAIIRATTA RAILWAY— 

See ‘‘ Railway (s). 

MADRAS PORT TRUST— 

See ** Port Trusts. 

MADRASI(S)— 

Question re^ 

Assistance for cultivators in Burma. 418. 

Condition of residents, traders and labourers in Burma. 417- 

18. 

Correspondence on the subject of in Burma. 418. ^ 
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MAGISTRxV.TB(S)— 

Quealion rc — 

Alleged influence of by Public Prosecutors. 93-94. 

Appointment of and Judicial Officers in Ajmcr-Merwara from 

a Major Province. 511-12. 

Comment in a newspaper on a pending case by an Honorary . 

1186-87. 

Promotion of ministerial officers in Ajmer-Merwara to be and 

Judicial Officers. 510-11. 

Subordination of Resident to Judicial Heads instead of to 

the Executive Department. 95. 

MAIL(S)— 

Question m— 

Carriage of between India and England .and India and the 

Straits Settlements. 695-96. 

Carriage of to and from Straits Settlements. 933. 

Creation of a post of Controller of Foreign in Bombay. 482. 

Inconveniently early departure of the Poona from Bombay. 

•1.'n-32. 

JliTcage run by Messrs. Garage, Calcutta, Btd., in the conveyance 
of in Calcutta. 256-57. 

Payment for the carriage of between India and England. 

9 : 13 . 

Tenflers for the conveyance of between Bombay and England. 

708 . 

MAIL CONTRACTOR(S) — 

See “ Contractor(s). ” 

MAIL SERVrCE(S)— 

Question re contracts for motor in Madras and Calcutta. 1191- 

9 : 5 . 

MALABAR— 

Question re transfer of the Superintendent of Post Offices Divi- 

sion. 426. 

MALARIA— 

Question re — 

cases and the supply of quinine. 41-42. 

Treatment of and area of cinchona plantations. 42-44. 

MALAYA— 

Question re— 

arragoments on steamers carrying from to India. 1111-12. 

Indian labour in . 577-78. 

Indians thrown out of work in 507. 
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MA2^AGBR(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Indian as of Military Dairy Farms. 668-69. 

Rent of bungalows recovered from the and Assistant , 

Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1407. 

MANAGING STAFP-^ 

See “ Staff(s). 

MARDAN— 

Question re alleged reactionary bye-laws in Cantonment. 788. 

MARE(S)-- 

Question re branding of in the Jhelum Canal Colonies. 267-70. 

MARINE, ROYAL INDIAN— 

Question re recruitment of Muslim Rajputs to the Air Service and 
the 428. 

MARRIAGES— 

Question re registered under the Special Marriage (Amend- 

ment) Act. 765. 

MARTIAL LAW— 

Question re — 

Proclamation of in Burma. 778-79. 

Release of certain prisoners sentenced for life under . 766. 

IvlARWAT— 

Question re lack of drinking water at , Bannu district. 406-07. 

MASWOOD AHMAD, MR. M.— 

Election of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motion to consider. 743. 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 937-38, 968. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 973. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the 
Federal Structure and Minority Committees and the Bound 
Table Conference. 1241-43. 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant Director General of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 919. 

Appointment of Muslims as Income-tax OflScers. 297-98. 
Candidates nominated for examination by the Postmaster, Delhi. 
814-15. 

Charges against Mr. J. C. O'Loughlin, Postmaster, Delhi. 984. 
Communal composition of postal staff in certain postal divisions. 
918-19. 

Delhi Public Works Department Examination for engineers. 983. 
Disniissal of Muslims in the United Provinces postal circle. 815. 
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MASWOOD AHMAD, MR. M.— 

Question re — conid. 

Examinations for appointment of subordinates in the Delhi Publie 
Works Department. — ^980-82. 

Executive Ei^ineers appointed to the Delhi Public Works Depart- 
ment. 980. 

Expenditure for electric charges for the Delhi Civil Lines Post 
Office. 984. 

Indebtedness of the Postmaster, Delhi. 920. 

Motor mail mileage of the Delhi Post Office. 984. 

Muslim and non-Brahmin appoints in the Central Postal Circle. 
993. 

Mussalman employees in the District Traffic Superintendent’s 
office, Dinapore. 920. 

Mussalman employees on the East Indian Railway. 921. 

Mussalman station masters on the East Indian Railway. 921. 

Paucity of Mussalmans in the Auditor General’s Department. 
918. 

Protection for the sugar industry. 888*89. 

Representation of various communities in appointments of Exe- 
cutive Engineers in the Delhi Public Works Department. 979- 
80. 

Temporary subordinates api)ointed to the Delhi, Public Works 
Department. 982-83. 

Resolution re Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agricul- 
turists. 203-04. 

MATCH COMPANY (lES)— 

Question re absorption of Indian — — by the Western India 

1190-91. 

MATCH INDUSTRY— 

Question, re protection for the . 1190-91. 

MATCH MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION— 

See “ Association (s). ’’ 

MECHANIC(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of apprentice on the East Indian Railway. 18L 

Difference in pay of Indian, European and Anglo-Indian in 

the Lillooah workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians appointed as in the 

Lillooah workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING - 

Question re degrees in and metallurgy. 692. 

MEDICAL AID— 

Question re arrangements for for Members of the Legislative 

.JUsexnbly. 1106-07. 
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MEDICAL CEETIPICATE(B)— 

Qncslirm rc of employccij of the Eastern Bengal Bailway Press, 

Calcutta. 1168. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE— 

Question re cost of Military students at the Calcutta—, 701- 

02 . 

MEDICAL CONFERENCE— 

Question re — 

lle.solution of the All-India re the Indian Medical Register. 

52r., 800-91. 

Resolution passed at the All-India , 890. 

See also “ Conference (s). ” 

MEDICAL COUNCIL— 

Question re — 

Creation of an All-India . 2-1. 

Composition of the proposed Indian , 890. 

MEDICAL COUNCIL BILL— 

See “ Bill(s). ” 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re the abolition of the on Railways. 157. 

MEDICAL FACILITIES— 

Qu^^stion re — 

I)!iek of for Press employees in New Delhi. 1402, 1403. 

for Europeans, Indians and Africans in Tanganyika. 422- 

23. 

MEDICAL FACTIdTIES, EDUCATIONAL AND— 

Question re lack of for Press emph^yees in New Delhi. 1403. 

MEDICAL LEAl'E— 

See “ Leave ”. 

MEDICAL STORE (S)— 

Question rc dnigs available in India purchased bv Government——. 
39. 

MEDICAL REGISTER— 

Question re resolution of the All-India Medical Conference fe the 
Indian . 525, 890-91. 

MEDICAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re recruitment for the -. 191-92. 

MEDICAL SCHOOL (S)— 

Question re licentiates of in Indian States. 525, 891. 

MEDICAL SERVICE— 

See “ Indian Medical Service. ” 
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MEDICAL PROFESSION— 

Question ro «ivil work by tbe Indian Medical Service and Military 
Service for the Indian 528. 

MEDICAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of officer to the Indian . 526. 

Reservations of posts in the — — for officers of the Indian Medical 
Service. 891, 89o-96. 

MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE— 

S-ec “ Research Institute. 

MEETINOS— 

Question re attendance by Government serrants at political 

1157. 

MEKR.\N COAST— 

Question rc Muslim clerks and snb-pOvStm.asters employed on the — 
and the Persian Gulf. 792. 

irEMORTAL(S)— 

Q^iestion re — 

Compensation to Sardar Gan^a Singh and for his children 

at Peshawar. 413-14, 608. 

from employees of the EavSt Indian and Eastern Bengal 

Presses Calcutta. 1168. 

from employees of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta 

1168-69. 

■ for introduction of a works committee at the East Indian 

Railway Press, Calcutta, 1171. 

• for introduetion of a works committee at the Eastern Bengal 

Railway IVess, Calcutta, 1167. 

to the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 769. 

MERCANTILE COMMUNITY— 

Question re ndditiopfil representation of and agricultural classes 

on the Round Table Confcroiiee. 1007-03. 

MERCHANTS' CHAMBERS— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous " re non-participation of the representatives of the 
Federation of Indian and Industries in the Federal Struc- 

ture Committee and the Round Table Conference. 1232-34. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian luider “ Bill(s). '' • 

MESSAGE (S)— 

from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General re dis- 
allowance of motion for adjournment relating to the Exchange 
Ratio. 839. 
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METAL PASSES— 

Question re — 

Change of rules for . 678-79. 

lost or misused. 677-78. 

METALLURGY— 

Question re degrees in Mechanical Engineering and . 692. 

METER (S)— 

Question re — 

Litroduction of water cards in Simla aiid New Delhi. 97S* 

attached to clerks’ quarters at Phagli, Simla. 993. 

METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Al)olition of leave reserve officers in the . 589, 590. 

Research papers published by officers and assistants of the ■ ». 

611. 

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE— 

Question re abolition or reduction of the Instrument Section of the 
, Poona. 589-90. 

MILEAGE— 

Question re motor mail of the Delhi Post Office. 984. 

MILITARY— 

Question re wounded and murdered in Burma. 778. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTANT GENERATj— 

Question re — 

Allowances paid to Accountants in the office of the—. 931-33. 
Pay of Accountants in the office of the — , 931. 

MILITARY ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims to the ■. 809-10, 1150-52. 

Recruitment of Mussalmans to the . 84-85. 

MILITARY DAIRY PARM(S)— 

Question re appointment of Indians as Managers of . 668-69. 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re transfer from the to the Posts and Telegraphs De- 

partment of certain post offices. 255. 

MILITARY PRISONERS— 

(See “ Prinsoner(s). ”• 

MILITARY SERVICE— 

Question re civil work by the Indian Medical Service and foir 

the Indian Medical Profession. 528. 
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MILITARY STUDENTS— 

See “ Student(s). ” 

MILITARY TELEGRAPHIST (S)— 

See “ Telegraphist (s). ” 

^IILLS— 

Question re condition of woolen in India. 30-31. 

MINES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “Indian ” under “Bill(s).” 

MINISTERIAL OFFICERS— 

See “ Officer (s). ” 

MINISTERIAL STAFF— 

See “ Staff. ” 

MINORITY (lES) 

Question re position of in services under the control of the 

Central Government. 476. 

MINORITY COMMITTEE— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — 

“ Miscellaneous ” re — 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Federal Struc- 
ture Committee and and the Round Table Conference. 

1243-43. 

Representation of non-Brahmins and Bombay Kamatak at the 
Round Table Conference and the , 1246-49. 

MINORITY COMMUNTY(IBS)— 

Qxicstion re safeguarding of the interests of in appointments 

to Audit and Accounts Offices in the United Provinces. 806- 

07. 

hnSCELLANEOUS— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1228. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — 

“ ” re> — 

Ina<lequate representation of Bengal at the Round Table Con- 
ference. 1228-32. 

Inadequate representation of landholders and zamindars at the 
Round Table Conference. 1237-41. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Federal Struc- 
ture and Minority Committees and the Round Table Confer- 
ence. 1241-43. 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federation of 
Indian Merchants’ Chambers and Industries in the Federal 
Structure Committee and the Round Table Conference, 1232- 
34. 

Non-representation of Jain community at the Federal Structure 
Committee or the Round Table Conference. 1243-44. 
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M1S(^12LLANE0US— 

‘‘ — conlcL 

Non-representation of Orissa at the Round Table Conferenos. 
1234-37. 

Representation of iion-Braliinins and Bombay Kariiatak at the 
Round Table Conferenee and Minorities fciub-Coinmitteee, 
1245-49, 

MISR/V, MR. B. N.~ 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select ('ommitloc and to circulate. 324. 

Indian Press (Kinerj^eney Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1426-28, 

Motion to reduce Denuiud for ISupplemeiitary Grant for — 

“ E:Jl)en(litui*e in Kngland — — Secretary of hitato for India 
re — 

Non-representation of Nationalist Muslims in the Round Tablo 
(Conference. 1493-94, 1995-9G. 

Miscellaneous ’’ re — 

Non-representation of Orissa at the Round Table Conference. 
1236. 

Question re — 

Absorption of attached and subordinate offices in Departments 
of the Secretariat. 1115. 

Allotment of Government quarters in Simla. 883-84. 

Allowances of staffs of the Secretariat and Attaclied Offices in 
Delhi and Simla, 915, 910, 917, 

Appointment of Oriyas in the Government of India Secretariat 
and Attached Offices. 1116. 

Appointments in the Secretariat and Attached Offices. 884-85. 
Creation of an appointment of Chief Store Keeper in the Central 
Public Works Departmonty Delhi. — 998. 

Discrimination in pay between the Secretariat and attached and 
subordinate offices. 1115. 

Employment of an ex-convict in tlie Postal Department. 913. 

Fraud in the Central Public Works HorticulUiral Division, New 
Delhi. 999. 

Headquarters of the Government of India Secretariat and Attach- 
ed Offices. 914. 

House rent allowance and Delhi camp allowance. 915. 

House rent and house rent allowances at Simla and Delhi. 916. 

Hours of work of the Presidency Postmaster, Madras. 914. 

Indebtedness of officials in the General Post Office, Madras. 914. 

Partial treatment of attached and subordinate offices. 918. 

Pay and allowances in the office of the Central Board of BevenuCi 
1114-15. 
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MISRA, B. N.— c^nW. 

Question re — conid. 

Pay and allowances of staff of attached and subordinate offices of 
the Government of India. 1114. 

Pay and allowances of staff of the Government of India Secre.r 
tariat and Attached Offices. 1400-01. 

Pay of clerks in the Secretariat and Attached Offices. 997-98. 
Principle of Divide and Rule.'' 992-99. 

Provision of increased intermediate* class accommodation for the 
move from Simla to Delhi. 1194. 

Punishment of a clerk in the Madras General Post Office. 914. 
Purchase by postal officials of motor cars from motor mail con- 
tractors. 1105. 

Rent free accommodation for staff of Attached Offices in New 
Delhi. 917. 

Reports from certain Provincial Governments on finance and popu- 
lation of Oriya .speakinaf tracts. lOG. 

Simla house rent allowance of Secretariat employees. 917. 
Travelling allowances and railway fares. 1193. 

Resolution rc High Courts, 638-39. 

MITRA, ME. S. C.— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Conimitteer. 973. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 305, 326. 
Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to oon.sidcr and to circulate. 1282-83'. 

Consideration of clause 1. 1460-61, 1462. 

' Consideration of clause 3. 1348-50, 1355, 1357, 1358, 1369-70, 1371. 
Consideration of clau.so 4. 1372, 1374, 1412, 1425-2.6*, 1431. 
Consideration of clause 5. 1438-. 

Consideration of clause 6. 1439. 

Consideration of clause 7. 1440, 1443-44. 

Cottsideratioa of clause 19. 1447-48; 

Consideration of clause 23. 1449-501 

Consideration of clause 25. 1454. # 

Consideration of clause 30. 1458; 

Motion to pass. 1494-86. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of Detenus at the Hijli Deten- 
tion Camp. 744-48, 752, 754, 762. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Deputy Chief Engineer, Calcutta, Port' 
Trust. 595. 

Abolition of the separation allowance of the Goyeriuuent of India 
Secretariat staff. 930. 
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MITRA, MR. S. C. — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Activities of British Indian Muslims in connection with the 
Kashmir State. 401. 

Admission to the Public Service Commission Examination of un- 
qualified clerks. 433-34. 

Alleged discrimination against Indian apprentices in the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. 518. 

Alleged favouritism in the Army Department Seer eta vi cat. 595- 
96. 

Allowances paid to accountants in the ofiice of the Military 
Accountant General. 931-33. 

Amendment of the Indian Factories Act. 1171. 

Annual Examination for recruitment to the ministerial establish- 
ment of the Government of India and Attached Offices. 782. 

Appointment of a Bengali Muslim to the Executive Council of the- 
Governor General. 516. 

Appointment of a Development Commissioner for the North West 
Frontier Province. 404-05. 

Appointment of Agricultural Demonstrators in the North West 
Frontier Province. 403. 

Appointment of Indians as Postal Superintendents in the Burma 
Circle. 1163. 

Appointment of Jaint Secretary, Department of Education, Health 
and Lands. 928-29. 

Appointment of typists in Government of India Departments. 
988-89. 

Apprentices trained and appointed by the East Indian Railway. 
521. 

Articles in the Muslim. Outlook about Kashmir. 989-9t)‘. 

Articles in the Statesman about Kashmir. 990-91. 

Artillery allotted for Internal Security. 266-67. 

Bengal and other Muslims appointed in Government services.. 
517. 

Bonus for India ** A grade Railway apprentices. 519. 

British and Indian Political Agents and Deputy Commissioners in 
the North West Frontier Province. 402. 
bungalows for the Managing Staff of the Government of Indiir 
Plress, New Dolhi. 1406. 

Candidates from the North West Frontier Province sent to tho 
Agricultural College Lyallpur. 403. 

Carriage of mails between India and England and India and 
the Straits Settlements. 695-96. 

Carriage of mails to and from tho Straits Settlements. 933. 

Case of Babii Abinash Chandra Chakravarti a compositor invalided 
from the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1167. 

Casualties in the Peshawar riots of 1930. 404. 
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Mi'ri&A, MR. S. G.—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Combined offices in the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 196- 
97. 

Committee on Frontier Defence. 403-04. 

Compensation to Sardar Ganga Singh and memorial for his 
children at Peshawar. 413-14. 

Conversion of departmental Telegraph Offices into Combined 
Offices. 197, 199, 263, 696-97. 

Conveyance allowance paid to Government of India staff at Delhi. 
929. 

Cost and effect of bombing operations on the Frontier. 406. 

Cost of the Bara Wafat-Khajuri Road and the Military operations 
entailed in its constructions. 405. 

Creation of a post of Controller of Foreign Mails in Bombay. 
482. 

Creation of an Advisory Board for Inland Steam Navigation Com- 
panies. 576. 

Corespoiidence dealing with allegations against the Personal 
Assislant to the Army Secretary. 923-24. 

Departmental Telegraph Offices, their income, work and staff. 
197. 

Dhobi ghats provided for press employees in New Delhi. 1405. 

Difference in pav of Indian European and Anglo-Indian Mechanics 
in the Lillooah workshops. East Indian Railway. 620. 

Direct communication between the Army authorities and the War 
Office. 265-66. 

Dismissal of an inkman in the Eastern Bengal Railway Press, 
Calcutta. 1168. 

Duties of an officer on special duty in the Army Department. 
924. 

Duties of Financial Adviser, Posts and Telegraphs. 259. 

Duties of Superintendents of Telegraph Traffic. 195-96. 

Duties of Telephone Supervisors. 195. 

Employment by the Railways of staff to receive and deliver letters 
to Railway officials. 256. 

Employment of a Telegraph Master-General at the Government 
Telegraph Office, Lucknow. 260. 

Employment of relatives of the Head Clerk in the Government 
of India Press, Simla. 1160-61. 

Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indians appointed as Mechanics 
in the Lillooah workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Expulsion from Barrackpore Cantonment of Jagannath Prasad 
Singh. 480-81. 

Gazetted officers in the North West Frontier Province. 402. 

Government printing work placed with private presses. H66. 
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MITRA, MR. S. G,~fiontd, 

Question re — contd» 

Orio-vances of Ihsan Ilahi, a prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail 
1152-53. 

House rent and allowances paid to Telegraph and Postal Staff 
261-62. 

Income and expenditure of the Posts and Telegraphs DepartmenI 
from Air Mail. 194-95. 

Indianisation of su|)erior services in the Engineering Department 
of the Calcutta Port Trust. 593-94, 595. 

Inspectors of J^ost Ofhces in the Burma Circle. 1162. 

Investment of Providemt h'uiids in single payment sterling insur- 
ance policies. 1466-67. 

Lack of educationai and Medical facilities for Press employees 
in New Delhi. 1403. 

Ijack of educational facilities for the children of Press employees 
ill New Delhi. 1403. 

Lack of medical facilities for Press emploj’^ees in New Delhi. 
1402^03. 

Lf‘ading articles in the f^laiesman on the ix)lilical position. 401- 

02 . 

Ijeave j/ianted to an overseer of the Government of India PresSj 
Calcutta. 1171. 

Lowest selection grade examination for the Posts and Telegraphs 
Deparlinents. 698. 

Medical certiiicalcs of employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 
ihess, Calciitia. 

Memorial for tiie iiitrodiiel ion of a works committee at the East 
Indian Railway l^ross, Calcutta. 1171. 

Memorial tor liu; iniroduction of a works committee at the Eastern 
Bengal RaiGvay Press, (^deutta. 1167. 

l\lcM.noi*ial from tin* emidoyces of the East Indian Railway Press, 
Calcutta. 1168-69. 

iMeiiio-'kds from t)it* employees of the East Indian and Eastern 
Bengal Railway Presses, CaJeutta. 1168. 

Milea.ge run by Messrs. Caracivi Calcutta Ltd., in the conveyance 
of mails in Calcutta. 256-57. 

Move to Simla. 40G. 

Muslim representation in Government Departments in the North 
West Frontier Province. 298. 

Muslim representation hi Pay and Accounts and Audit Offices in 
the North West Frontier Province. 298-99. 

Names and qualifications of certain Inspectors of Post Offices. 
1162. 

Nat U'u-building services of the North West Frontier Province. 
412. 

Nature, extent and scoiie of internal security schemes. 266. 
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MITEA, MR. S. C.^contd. 

Question re — conid. 

Non-grant of medical leave with pay to temporary piece-workers 
in the Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1165. 

Non-transfer of certain Town Inspectors of Post OfSces in Rangoon. 
' 1163. 

Number of Members of various communities employed in Telegraph 
Offices. 260-61. 

Participation of the Government of India in the World Dis- 
armament Conference. 264. 

Pay and allowances of Indian Civil Service Officers. 930-31. 
Pay, appointments and dismissals of supervising and operating 
staffs of the East Indian Railway Press. 1169-70. 

Pay of Accountants in the office of the Military Accountant 
General. 931. 

Pay of European, Anglo-Indian , and Indian Apprentices of the 
Kharagpur workshops. 517. 

Pay of postal clerks. 481-82. 

Pay of Postmasters-General and Deputy Directors General of the 
Post Offices. 258. 

Pay of Postmasters-General and the Senior Deputy Director 
General of the Post Office. 258-59. 

Pay of Telegi’nphists and Postal Clerks. 263-64. 

Payment for the carriage of mails between India aAd England. 
933. 

Payments made to private presses for Government printing work. 
1166. 

Persons killed and wounded in the riot in the Bannu district, 
North West Frontier Province. 1153. 

Plan of quarters provided for Press employees in New Delhi. 
1406-07. 

Posts and Telegraphs Offices maintained for political purposes. 
256. 

Posts retrenched in the Army Department. 1153-54. 
Prepond(3rance of Anglo-Indians in the Departmental Telegraph 
service. 262-63. 

Press employees’ Association, Calcutta. 1164-65. 

Printing of reports of commissions on labour, retrenchment, etc. 
1166-67. 

Procedure for admission to the Postal Department Co-operative 
Credit Society. 933-34. 

Promotion and pay of the .Personal Assistant to the Army 
Secretary. 922-23. 

Promotion in the Postal Department. €98-99. 

Proportion of supervising staff to workers in the East Indian 
Railway Press. 1170. 
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MITRA, MR. S. C~contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Provision of a hostel for Indian Apprentices at Kharagpur, 
519. 

Purchase of the Assam Bengal Railway. 573-74. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 575tJ6, 

Qualifications of Anglo-Indian apprentices on the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 518. 

Qualifications of Inspectors of Post Offices. 1161. 

Qualifications required of Indian and Non-Indian Railway 
Apprentices. 520. 

Quarters allotted to Press emploj'^ees in New Delhi. 1403-04. 

Quarters provided for Press employees in Delhi. 1405-06. 

Racial discrimination in appointment of apprentices in the 
Lillooah workshops. 520-21. 

Racial discrimination in pay in the Engineering Department of the 
Calcutta Port Trust. 594-95. 

Recommendations of the Workshop? Inquiry Committee. 519. 

Recruitment to the clerical establishment of the Government of 
India Secretariat and Attached Offices. 1407-08. 

Reduction in number of aj^prentices in the Kharagpur Railway 
Workshops. 518. 

Reduction of Indian Engineers by the Calcutta Port Trust. 
594. 

Rent for bungalows recovered from the Manager and Assistant 
Manager, Government of India Press, Aligarh. 140T. 

Report of the Posts and Telegraphs Accounts Enquiry Committee-. 
697. 

Report of the Royal Commission on Labour. 1172. 

Representation from the East Indian Railway Press Employees’* 
Association. 1170. 

Representation of Muslims in Government services. 515-16. 

Retrenchment in Accounts and Audit Offices in Bengal. 1465-66.. 

Retrenchments in Army Department. 592-93. 

Safeguarding of Muslim interests in Accounts and Audit Offices 
in the North West Frontier Province. 333. 

Savings Bank, Cash Certificate and Government Security work 
in Post Offices. 194. 

Scales of pay of apprentices at the Kharagpur workshops. 518;. 

Shop run by the Head Clerk, Government of India Press, Simla. 
1160. 

Shortage of Supervisory Posts in Po.st Offices and the Railway 
Mail Service. 262. 

Strength of supervising and operating staffs in the East Indian 
Railway Press at Calcutta and at Howrah. 1169. 

Syllabus of examination for Inspectors of Post Offices. 1161-62. 
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MITRA, MR. S. C. — concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Teachers appointed to Technical S'chools by the Bengal Nagpur 
Railway. 519, 

Tennis Court for Government of India clerks at Phagli. 928. 

Training of Indians in the manufacture of electric bulbs. 434. 

Transfer from the Military Department to the Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department of certain Post Offices. 255. 

Transfer to another village of the Chotkhand Sub-Post Office. 
697. 

XJse of troops from the Indian Army outside India. 265. 

Unsatisfactory accommodation for the staff of the Railway Mail 
Service at Howrah Station. 576-77. 

Withdrawal of Provident Fund benefit for apprentices on the 
Bengal Nagpur Railway. 519. 

Question (Supplementary) rc passi)orts for persons leaving India. 
513-15. 

Resolution re — 

Expenditure on roads. 1497. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkund and 
Kumaon Railways. 1506-07. 

MITTRA, BABU KAMAKIIYA CHARAN— 

Question re appointment of as Foreman Printer of the Gov- 

ernment of India Press, Aligarh. 821. 

MODY, MR. H. P.— 

Heavy Chemical Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 723-24. 

Motion to insert a new clause as clause 4. 732-33. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 126-34. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 545-47. 

Question (Supplementary) re transfer of control of the Civil 
Administration of Aden from the Government of Bombay to 
the Government of India. 690-92. 

Resolution re Exchange, Gold Reserves and the Supplementary 
Finance Bill. 1068-72- 1083. 

Statement by the Honourable Sir George Schuster on the financial 
position. 714, 1033, 1036. 

MODY SYSTEM— 

Question re adoption of the of JBailway ticket checking. 81. 

MOGHALPURA— 

Question re officiating promotion of Mr. S. R. Woodmore at the - 

Railway workshops. 489. 
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MOMBASA— 

Question re residential segregation in . 16-17* 

MONEY LENDING— 

Resolution re control of and rates of interest. 652-63, 826-55.. 

MONEY ORDERS— 

Question re rates for sterling post of&ce . 1124-25. 

MONKEYS— 

Question re — 

Export of from India. 702-04, 780-81. 

Exportation of and birds to America. 505. 

MONTGOMERY, MR. H.— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
Section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 462, 464-65. 

MONUMENTS PRESERVATION (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See Ancient ” under Bill(s) 

MOORE, MR. ARTHUR— 

Appointment of to the Committee on Petitions. 60. 

Election of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408. 

Expressions of regret by — — on the deaths of— 

Mr. Alexander, Mr. Shahani and U Tok Kyi. 57-5 8* 

Mr. K. C. Roy. 73. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 964. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1267-68. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 316-2^?, 
329, 831, 3S2. 

Indian Press (Emergency Po'\vpr?j) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 1475-76, 1478, 1485. 

Motion for adjournment shooting of detenus at the Ilijli Deten- 
tion Camp. 747, 754-55. 

Nomination of to the Panel of Chairmen. 60. 

Point of order raised by whether an Honourable Member is in 

order in saying that another Member has taken a “ meau ad- 
vantage 1472. 

Point of order whether a reference to the Indian Finance (Supple- 
mentary and Extending) Bill is in order in a Resohition on the 
Financial statement made by the Honoumble the Finance 
Member. 1057. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

ArtioiLes in the ^ate^imn about Ka^uutir. 990-91. 

Export of gold from India. 1468. 
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MOORE, MR. ARTHUR-<!o?i#d. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 234. 

Exchange, Gold Reserves hnd the Supplementary Finance Bill. 

, 1080-83, 1085, 

. High Courts. 627. 

Powers of the Governor General under the new Constitution. 
650-51. 

Statement by the Honourable Sir George Schuster on the financial 
position. 714, 1033, 1034. 

MORAL AND MATERIAL PROGRESS REPORT— 

Question re preparation of the — - — of India. 380-87. 
MORATORIUM— 

Question re — 

Benefit secured by India under the Hoover — — . 165. 

BiTect of the debts and causes of present depression. 903. 

MORGAN, MR. G.— 

Election of as Member to the Standing Committee for the De- 

partment of Industries and Labour. 618. 

Question re— 

Alternative procedure to questions. 1195-96. 

Cost of Royal Commissions and Commissions. 504. 

Possibility of reductions of pay and pensions of Government 
servants.— 502-03. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Deferred rebates system of British Shipping Companies. 579. 
Reduction of freight on wlieat from the Punjab to Calcutta. 287. 
Resolution re control of money lending and rates of interest. 661. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT— 

See “ Adjournment ”. 

MOTOR CAR(S)— 

Question re — 

Cost of haulage of of Members of the Central Legislature. 

612. 

Purchase by postal officials of — ■ — from motor mail contractors. 
1105. 

Travelling allowance and haulage of of Members of the 

Central Legislature. 612. 

MOTOR MAIL 

Question re mileage of the Delhi Post Office. 984. 

MOTOR MAIL CONTRACTOR (S)— 

See “ Contractor (s) ”. 
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MOTOR MAIL SERVICES— 

See Mail Service(s) 

MOTOR VEHICLES— 

Question re regulation of -* — ^ in Ajmer-Mcrwara. 392-93^ 
MOVE— 

Question re — 

to and from Simla. 897. 

to Simla. 406. 

Provision of increased intermediate class accommodation tor the 
— — from Simla to Delhi. 1104. 

MUALLIMS 

Question re proposed licensing of — - — . 106. 

MUAZZAM SAHIB BAHADUR, MR. MUHAMMAD— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 970-71. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 973. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1300-01. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Ilijli Deten- 
tion Camp. 758-59. 

Question re — 

Allegations against an Executive Engineer of the Public Works 
Department, Delhi. 1133. 

Alleged sale of coal from the Power House in New Delhi. 1134. 
Appointment of Babu Kamakhya Charan Mittra as Foreman 
Printer of the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 821. 
Appointments in the office of the Indian Research Fund Associa- 
tion. 1198-9. 

Clerical establishments of Government of India Departments. 
819. 

Confirmation of temporary employees in the Railway Board. 
1193. 

Grant to the Indian Research Fund Association. 1197-98. 
Grievances of Salt Department Officers. 819. 

Maintenance of electric installation and road lighting in Old 
Delhi. 1134. 

Muslim candidates for Government service. 821-22. 

Partnership in an electrical firm of the Executive Engineer, VII 
Project Division, New Delhi. 1134. 

Permanent appointment of temporary qualified clerks. 824. 
Power House Superintendents in New Delhi. 1134. 

Private press owned by the Foreman Printer of the Government 
of India Press, Aligarh. 820. 

Promotion of- Muslims in Government service. 823-24. 
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MBAZZAM SAHIB BAHADUR, MB. MUHAMMAD— 

QUiestion re — contd- 

Quantity of electrical goods booked and used for the general 
post office, Kashmere, Gate, Delhi. 1134. 

Recruitment of Muslims to Goverument Departments. 822-23. 

Representation of communities in the office of the Executive 
Engineer, VII Division, New Delhi. 1134. 

Retrenchment of grant and staff of the Indian Research Fund, 
Association. 1198. 

Retrenchment of Muslim employees of the Government of India 
Press, Aligarh. 821 . 

SelectioU of officers for the Salt Department on its separation 
from the Excise Department. 818. 

Staff of the Indian Research Fund Association. 1198. 

Transfer of Dr. Deish, Assistant Surgeon, Combined Hospital, 
New Delhi. 1133. 

» 

MtJHAMMADAN(S)— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a in the Establishment section of the Home 

Department. 479-80. 

Confirmation of temporary employees in the Government of 

India and Attached Offices. 479. 

Casualties among Hindus and in the recent disorders in Dera 

Ismail Khan. 596. 

Employment of clerks in the Engineering Branch of the 

Posts and Telegraphs Department. 290. 

Hindu and reserve clerks in the Calcutta General Post 

Office. 988. 

Hindu and teachers appointed and dismissed on the recom- 

mendation of the District Inspector of Schools, Delhi. 602. 

Numbers of Hindu and teachers employed in schools in Delhi. 

1108. 

Represenation of Shia at the Round Table Conference. 523. 

See also ** Muslim(s) and ** Mussalman(s) 

MUHAMMADAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS— 

Question re recognition of and appointment of Muhammadan 

teachers in Delhi. 602-03. 

MUJUMDAR, SARDAR, G. N.— 

Question re — 

Introduction of a new Government Provident Fund Scheme. 
694. 

Report of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 693. 

Revision of the Pensions Rules of inferior Government servants. 
694-95. 

Supersession in the Bombay Currency Office. 693-94. 
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AIULLINOAR ESTATE— 

Question re infectious diseases in the — ^ — at Mussoprie. SSO^Sl* 

MULTAN— 

Question 

Allegations made against Mr. Smith, Divisional Eleetrician 
North Western Railway, . 768. 

Allegations of corruption against Mr. Smith, Divisional Electri 
cian, North Western Railway, . 612-13^ 

MUNICIPALITY(IES)— 

Question re— 

Representation of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs on the Peshawa: 
. 159-64. 

Representation of Sikhs and Hindus on the Peshawar — — Com 
mittee. 687-88. 

MURDERS— 

Question re — of Government servants during the last five years 

1185. 

MURTUZA SAIIEB BAHADUR, MAULVl SAYYAD— 

Foreign Relations Bill- 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 967-68. 

Motion t<o refer to Select Committee. 973. 

Question r & — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Superintendent of Education 
Ajmer-Merwara. 1136-36. 

Allegations of communal bias against a Hindu clerk in the office 
of the Public Service Commission. 1005. 

Admission of Railway Mail Service clerks to the Accountant} 
examination. 1399. 

Admission of Railway Mail Service clerks to the selection grad< 
examination. 1400. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant Commissioner of Income 
tax in the Punjab. 1003, 1DD4. 

Appointment of clerks in the ofSce of the Development Commis 
sioner of the Nortla West Frontier Province. 1149-50. 

Appointment of Muslims as Superintendents in certain offices 
979. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Income-tax Department in th< 
Punjab. 1004. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Military Accounts Department 
1150-52. 

Audit Schemes. 1149. 

Creation of an additional selection grade post in each Railwa} 
Mail Service Division. 1400. 

Inspection of schools in Ajmer-Merwara. 1136-49. 

Paucity of Muslim clerks in offices of the Cenlxal Government 
999-iOOO. * 
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MURTUZA SAHBB BAHADUR, MAULVI SAYYAD— conW. 

Question re — contd. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Army Department. 1000. 

Recruitment of Muslims to Army and Royal Air Force Head- 
quarters OfBces. 1000-01. 

Recruitment of Muslims to Government of India Offices. 1001-03. 

Recruitment in the office of the Royal Air Force on the eve of 
moving to Delhi. 1129. 

Review of communal inequalities in the North West Frontier 
Province. 1150. 

Supersession or certain clerks in the Income-tax Commissioner’s 
Office, Punjab. 1004. 

Working hours in the Secretariat. 1135. 

MUSEUM— 

Question re appointment of Superintendent, Archieological section 
Indian . 1005. 

MU8LIM(S)— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for 

** Expenditure in England — Secretary of State for India " 

re non-representation of Nationalist in the Round Table 

Conference. 1493-96. 

Question re — 

Activities of British Indian Muslims in connection with the 
Kashmir State. 401. 

Alleged persecution of in the Tanganyika. 422. 

Appointment of a Bengali to the Executive Council of the 

Governor General. 516. 

Appointment of a as Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax 

in the Punjab. 1003, 1004. 

Appointment of a as Assistant Director General of Posts and 

Telegraphs. 919. 

Appointment of as Accountants and Auditors in Audit and 

Accounts Department. 289. 

Appointment of as Accountants in the State Railway 

Accounts Department. 289. 

Appointment of as Income-tax Officers. 297-98. 

Appointment of as Superintendents in certain offices. 979. 

Appointment of in the Accounts branches of certain post 

offices. 1382. 

Appointment of in the Accounts Offices. 811-12. 

Appointment of in the Currency Office, Lahore. 497. 

Appointment of in the Delhi General Post Office. 801. 

Appointment of in the Indian Army Ordnance Corps. 

1105-06. 


L2e5LAD 
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MUSLIM(S)— con</i. . . 

Question re — contd. 

Appointment of in the Peshawar General Post Office. 

1381-82. 

Appointment of in the Bailway Accounts offices. 386. 

Appointment of in the Railway services. 987. 

Appointment of in the Simla General Post Office. 1377^ 

1378-79. 

Appointment of on the Station Staff at Boorkee. 100. 

Appointment of teachers in Delhi. 1108. 

Appointment of to the Government Departments in the 

North West Frontier Province. 1006. 

Appointment of to the Income-tax Department in the 

Punjab. 1004. 

Appointment of to the Militarv Accounts Department. 

809-10, 1150-52. 

Appointment of to the office of the Deputy Accountant 

General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 1383. 

Bengal and other appointed in Government services. 517. 

Concession granted to during the Ramzan. 796. 

Discharge of from the North Western Railway Accounts 

office. 180-81. 

Discharge of — - workmen from the North Western Railway. 

385. 

Dismissal of in the United Provinces Postal Circle. 815. 

Employment of frontier in Account and Audit Offices at 

Peshawar. 581-82. 

Employment of in the lower Sind and Persian Gulf Postal 

Division. 793. 

Employment of in the Postal Department. 800. 

Employment of in the Survey of Tntiia. 432-33. 

Fixation by statute of percentage of representation in Gov- 

ernment services. 7. 

Hours of work of clerks in the Karachi General Post Office. 

795. 

agitation against the Kashmir State. 991-92. 

and non-Brahmin appointments in the Central Postal 

Circle. 993. 

candidates for Government service. 821-22. 

clerks and sub-postmasters employed on the Mekran Coast 

and the Persian Gulf. 792. 

employed in the Railway Mail Service, Sind and Baluchistan 

Circle. 793. 

representation in certain Government of India offices in 

Calcutta. 6. 
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MUSIjIM(S)— coriW. 

Question re — contd- 

representation in Pay and Accounts and Audit offices in the 

North West Frontier Province. 298-99, 408-09, 1000. 

population of Bengal and the Punjab. 5-6. 

Rajput population of each province. 926-27. 

Non-appointment of to the Railway Mail Service in the Sind 

and Baluchistan Circle. 793. 

Number of r- clerks and head clerks in certain Postal Divi- 

sions. 798. 

Number of clerks, etc., in certain Postal Circles. 800. 

Number of employed in the lower Sind and Persian Gulf 

Postal Division. 792. 

Number of Sahiti Hindus and employed in the lower Sind 

and Persian Gulf Postal Division. 793. 

Number of Hindu and schools in Delhi. 1108. 

Paucity of clerks in offices of the Central Government. 

999-1000. 

Paucity of in Army Department. 1000. 

Paucity of in Government services in the North West 

Frontier Province. 1381 . 

Promotion of in Government service. 823-24. 

Recruitment and promotion of in the Secretariat and 

Attached offices. 1129-31. 

Recruitment of in the Bengal and Assam Postal Circle. 

796. 

Recruitment of in the Sind and Baluchistan Postal Circle. 

795. 

Recruitment of to Ai*my and Royal Air Force Headquarters 

offices. 1000-01. 

Recruitment of to Government Departments. 822-23. 

Recruitment of to Government of India offices. 1001-02, 

1003. 

Replacement of Hindus by in certain appointments in the 

Railway Mail Service, Delhi. 1382-83. 

Representation of Hindus, and Sikhs on the Peshawar 

Municipality. 159-64. 

Representation of in the electrical branch of the North 

Western Railway. 178-79. 

Representation of in the Government Departments in the 

North West Frontier Province. 298, 408. 

Representation of in the Government services. 515-16. 

Representation of in the Postal and Railway Mail Service. 

799-800. 

Representation of on the North Western Railway. 385-86. 
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UUSLIM ( S ) — concld. 

Question re — contd. 

Retrenchment of employees of the Government of India 

Press, Aligarh. 821. 

Safeguarding of interests in Accounts and Audit Offices in 

the North West Frontier Province. 383. 

Safeguarding of interests on the amalgamation of Audit and 

Accounts offices in the North West Frontier Province. 1006, 
1007. 

Safeguarding the interests of Frontier in Pay and Accounts 

and Audit offices in the North West Frontier Province. 409. 

Safeguarding the interests of in clerical staff of Government 

; of India offices. 1109. 

Safeguarding the interests of in reductions of clerks in 

Frontier Civil Accounts and Audit offices. 408. 

Safeguarding the interest of in retrenchment in the Indian 

Army Ordnance Corps. 1106. 

Statement laid on the table by Mr. A. A. L. Parsons re recruitment 
of on the North Western Railway. 60-61. 

See also Muhammadan(s) ” and “ Mussalman(s) 

MUSLIM OUTLOOK— 

Question re articles in the about Kashmir. 989-90. 

MUSLIM RAJPUTS— 

Question re — 

in British Indian Army. 427. 

Non-recruitment to the Army of from the United Provinces. 

428. 

Recruitment of to the Air Service and the Royal Indian 

Marine. 428. 

MUSLIM UNIVERSITY (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See ‘‘ Aligarh under Bill(s) 

MUSSALMAN(S)— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — Mis- 
cellaneous ’’ re inadequate representation of in the Federal 

Structure and Minority Committees and the Round Table 
Conference. 1241-43. 

Question re — 

employees in the District Traffic Superintendent's office, 
Dinapore. 920. 

employees on the East Indian Railway. 921. 

station masters on the East Indian Railway. 921. 

Paucity of in the Auditor General’s Department. 918. 

Recruitment of — — to the Military Accounts Department. 84-85. 

Regiments admitting . from the United Provinces. 83. 

Bee also ** Muhammadan(s) and Muslim(s) 
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MUSSOORIE— 

Question re — 

holidays in the office of the Survey of India, • 

o09. 

Infectious diseases in the Mullingar Estate at . 580-81. 

Removal of the Survey of India Office from . 580. 

Tuberculosis cases at “ Ivan Ho ” in . 581. 

N 


NAGPTJRr— 

Question re trains from Amraoti to . 927-28. 

NAIDU, RAO BAHADUR 0. NARASIMHA— 

Question re lengthy retention of the post of Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Madras Circle, by . 154-55. 

NASIK— 

Question re removal of telegraph wires from the Dcolali to the — • 
telegraph office. 886. 

NATION-BUILDING SERVICES— 

Question re of the North West Frontier Province. 412. 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE— 

See “ Insurance ”. 

NATION.VIjIST MUSLIMS— 

See “ Muslim (s) ”. 

NAVAL ARMAMENT (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

NAVIGATION COMPANY, BHARAT STEAM— 

Question re Government help for the . 421-22. 

NAZIM. NAWAB— 

Question re gifts, Wakfs, etc., granted by the last of Bengal 

and Bihar and Orissa. 579. 

NEHRU, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL— 

Question re complaint by against tampering with his letters 

in the Post Office. 167. 

NEOGY, MR. K. C.— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Public Health Commissioner with the 
Government of India. 567-68. 

Appointment of Mr. Bovenschen to the Army Retrenchment Sub- 
Committee. 396. 
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NEOGY, MR. K. C—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Attendance of the l*ublic Health Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India at Conferences outside India. 568. 

Conference on the Indian question in South Africa. 395. 

Constitution of the Governing Body of the Indian Eesearch Fund 
Association. 568-69. 

Frequent change of Director of the Haffkine Institute, Bombay. 
569-70. 

Move to and from Simla. 397. 

National Health Insurance scheme for India. 567. 

Utilisation of the thennal springs in India. 567. 

NEPAL— 

Question re smuggling of opium from into Bihar and Orissa. 

15-16. 

NEW DELHI— 

Question re — 

Alleged sale of coal from the power house. 1134. 

Allotment of quarters in . 924-25. 

Appointment of a Land and Development Officer in the Public 
Works Department, . 1404-05. 

Bungalows for the Managing staff of the Government of India 
Press, . 1406. 

Charge for excess water at Government quarters in Simla and 
926. 

Dhobi ghats provided for Press employees in . 1405. 

Fraud in the Central Public Works Horticultural Division, . 

999. 

Introduction of water meter cards in Simla and . 975. 

Lack of educational and medical facilities for Press employees in 
. 1403. 

Lack of educational facilities for the children of Press employees 
in . 1403. 

Lack of medical facilities for Press employees in . 1402-03. 

Partnership in an electrical firm of the Executive Engineer, VH 
Project Division, . 1134. 

Plan of quarters provided for Press employees in . 1406-0T. 

Power House Superintendents in . 1134. 

Quarters allotted to Press employees in . 1403-04. 

Quarters provided for Press employees in . 1405-06. 

Brat free accommodation for staff of attached offices in — ~- 
917. 

Representation of communities in the office of the Executive En- 
gineer, VII Division, . 1134-35. 
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NEW DBLHl-^jo«#d. 

Question re — contd. 

Storage of fodder for cattle on the roofs of the lavatories of Indian 
clerhs’ quarters in . 975-76. 

liansfer of Dr. Deish, As.si.stant Surgeon. Combined Hospital. 
" ■ IJLoo. 

NBWvSl\\PEK(S)— 

Question re — 

Banning of certain from Katliiawar State. 1111. 

Comment in a on a pending case ])y an Honorary Magistrate. 

1186-87. 

New rule for payment of two annas on value payable parcels and 
registered . 438. 

utilised by the East Indian Kailway for the publication of 

notices and advertisements. 572. 

NON-BRAHMIN(S)— 

Question re Muslim and appointments in the Central Postal 

Circle. 993. 

NON-INDIAN(S)— 

See Indian(s) 

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY— 

See Railway (s) ’’ . 

NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE— 

Question re — 

Action taken against volunteers of the Afghan Youth League or 
the Khudai Khidmatgars in the . 13-14. 

Appointment of a Development Commissioner for the . 404- 

05. 

Appointment of Agricultural Demonstrators in the . 403. 

Appointment of clerks in the office of the Development Commis- 
sioner of the . 1149-50. 

Appointment of Muslims to Government Departments in the 
. 1006. 

British and Indian Political Agents and Deputy Commissioners 
in the . 402. 

Candidates from the — - sent to the Agriculture College, Lyall- 
pur. 403. 

Constitution of elected Cantonment Boards in the . 416-17. 

Frontier Regulations in force in the and Sind and decision 

of cases by jirgas. 98-99. 

Gazetted officers in the . 402. 

Inquiries in Bardoli and the . 977. 

Muslim representation in Government Departments in the • 

298. 
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NORTH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE — eontd. 

Question re — contd. 

Muslim representation in Pay and Accounts and Audit Offices in 
the . 298-99, 408-09, 1006. 

Nation-building services of the . 412. 

Paucity of Muslims in Government services in the . 1381. 

Persons killed and wounded in the riot in the Bannu district, 
. 1153. 

Preponderance of Hindus in appointments in the , Sind and 

Baluchistan. 1381. 

Prohibition of a drama in the . 9-10. 

Refusal of permission to Maulanas Muhammad Ishaq and 
Muhammad Irfan to enter the . 12. 

Representation of Muslims in Government Departments in the 
. 408. 

Retrenchment in the Accounts Offices. 1007. 

Review of communal inequalities in the . 1150. 

Riots in the . 609. 

Safeguarding of Muslim interests in Accounts and Audit Offices 
in the . 383. 

Safeguarding of Muslim interests on the amalgamation of Audit 
and Accounts Offices in the . 1006, 1007. 

Safeguarding th(j interests of Frontier Muslims in Pay and 
Accounts and Audit Offices in the . 409. 

Statement laid on the Talde by Mr. E. B. Howell, re riots in the 
. 1201 - 02 . 

NOTARIES PUBLIC— 

Question re functions of -* in the mofussil. 412-13. 

NOTICE(S)- 

Question re newspapers utilised by the East Indian Railway for the 
publication of and advertisements. 572. 

NOWSHERA— 

Question re — 

Issue of a distress warrant against Bishembhar Dass in 

cantonment. 803. 

Resumption of certain bungalows in — — cantonment. 605-06. 

0 

OATH OP OFFICE— 

Azizuddin Alimad Bilgrami, Qazi. 1. 

Brooke-Elliott, Mr. C. 1. 

Chinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola, M. 151. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 1. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 1. 



INDEX TO liBOISLATIVB ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


15a 


OATH OP OFFICE — contd. 

Griffiths, Mr. Q. I. 1. 

Knight, Mr. H. P. 1. 

Lalchand, Honorary Captain Bao Bahadur Chaudhuri. 255. 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 1. 

Lall, Mr. S. 1. 

Leach, Mr. P. B. 1. 

Patil, Bao Bahadur B. L. 655. 

Rama Rao, Rai Bahadur U. 1. 

Ramchandra, Mr. 1273. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 1. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 1. 

Tait, Mr. John. 1. 

Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 1. 

OBSERVATORY— 

Question re fuel allowance for tlie Kodaikanal Post Office.. 

708. 

OFFICE BEARERS— 

Question re transfer to remote stations of - — of the Calicut Branch 
Postal Union. 426. 

OEFICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of leave reserve in the Metoomlnsjical Department. 

589, 590. 

Alleged favouritism of Anglo-Iiulian - and subordinates on 
the North Western Railway. 677. 

Appointment of a superannuated as Secretary of the Ra.r 

putana Board of Secondary Education. 1188. 

Appointment of Indian Medical Service bv nomination. 

528. 

Appointment of Indian — — as adjutants. 522-23. 

Appointment of Magistrates and Judicial - in Ajmer-M(M*wara 
from a major province. 511-12. 

Appointment of - to the Indian Medical Research Department. 

526. 

Appointment of Sikh gazetted to the North Western Rail- 

way. 585. 

Casual leave for and clerks of the Norlli Western Railwav, 

1163-64. 

Difference in pay of Local Traffic Service . 680-81. 

Gazetted in the North-West Frontier Province. 102. 

Indian in the Wireless Branch. 1155. 

Non-transfer of Judicial from Ajmer-Merwara. 510. 

and clerks’ grades on the North Western Railway. 491. 
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OPPICER(S)— con/d 
Question re — contd, 

of the Indian Broadcasting Company maintained by Govern- 
ment. 706. 

Pay and allowances ol* Indian Civil Service . 930-31. 

Pay of and stan of the l^osts and TclegJ-aphs Department. 

709-10. 

Promotion of iniiustLria] — - in Ajmer-Merwai*a to he Magistrates 

and Judicial . 510-11. 

Railway discharged and re-appointed. 773. 

Reduction in number of class i of the Survey of India. 927. 

Reduction of salaries of superior . 611. 

Research papers published by and assistants of the Meteoro- 

logical Department. 611. 

Reservation of specific posts in the Indian Medical Service for 
European . 527. 

Salaries of local traffic service . 676. 

Terms of retirement of temporary of the Indian Medical 

Service. 528-29. 

OJTICER ON SPECIAL DUTY— 

Question re duties of an in the Army Department. 924. 

OFFICER SUPERVTSOR(S)— 

See Supervisor (s) 

OPFICIAL(S)— 

Question re — 

Indebtedness of iii the General Post Office, Madras. 914. 

Rents charged at Longwood Hotel for Government and Mem- 

bers of the Central Legislature. 614. 

Retrenchment of high . 88. 

O^LOITGHLIN, Mb. J. C.-~ 

Question re charges against , Postmaster, Delhi. 984. 

OPIUM— 

Question re sraugglijig of from Nepal into Bihar and Orissa 

15-16. 

ORDINANCE(S)— 

Question re — 

Powers of the Privy Council ifi respect of promulgated by 

the Governor General in Council. 105-06. 

Sedition in Fiji. 424. 

ORDNANCE CORPS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the Indian Army . 1105-08. 

Safeguarding the interests of Muslims in retrenchment in rbe 
Indian Army 1106. 
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ORISSA— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re non-representation of at the Round Table Con- 

ference. 1234-37. 

Question re delegates to the Round Table Conference from Bihar 
and . 1126-27. 

.)Rri^A(S)— 

Question re appointment of in the Government of India Sec- 

retariat and Attacheil Offices. 1116. 

< *R1YA SPEAKING TRACTS— 

Question re reports from certain Pi*oviucial (xovernraents on finuuce 
and population of . 106. 

(UJDH AND ROHILKHAND RAIEWAY- 

8ee “ Railway(s) ”. 

OVERSEAS PAY— 

Question re expenditure on . exchange compensation allowance 

and passages. 108. 

OVERSEER(S)— 

Question re leave granted to an at the Government of India 

Press, Calcutta. 1171 . 


P 


PACKERS— 

Question re postmen and employed at the Rawalpindi Post 

Office. 683. 

PACT— 

Question re correspondence relating to breaches of the with the 

Congress. 592. 

PANDIAN, Mr. B. RAJARAM— 

Resolution re Rebellion in Burma. 855-58, 862, 863, 864. 

PANEL OP CHAIRMEN- 

Nomination of the and appointment of the. Committee on Peti- 

tions. 60. 

PARCEL(S)— 

Question re — 

Enhanced cost of envelopes and postal rates. 438. 

New rule for payment of two annas on V. P. and registered 

newspapers. 438. 

PARIS— 

Question re conference at on the silver question. 997. 

PARMA NAND, BHAI— 

Motion for adjournment re riots at Dera Ismail Khan and at 
Chittagong. 615-16. 
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PARMA NAND, BHAI— co«#d 

Question re — 

Abolition of the separation allowance of the Government of India 
Secretariat staff. 985. 

Appointment of Hindus as Deputy Postmaster General and 
Superintendents of Post Offices. 1173-74. 

Appointment of Hindus in the office of the Superintendent of 
Education, Delhi. 601-02. 

Appointment of non-Hindus in Railway Accounts Departments 
905-07. 

Appointments to Acconiits Department of the East Indian Kail- 
way. 50. 

Casualties among Hindus and Muhammadans in the recent dis- 
orders in Dera Ismail Khan. 596. 

Communal representation in th(‘ Noi-tli Western Railway \ceount* 
Department. 50-51. 

Communities affected in reductions made in the Forest Research 
Institute and the Survey of India Department at Dehra Dnn. 
685-86. 

Conveyance allowance granted to the staff of the Government of 
India Secretariat at Delhi. 985-86. 

Delhi Text Book Committee. 601. 

Examination for lower paid staff of railwavs. 1201. 

Feared dumping of American cotton into India. 597. 

Hindu and Muhammadan teachers appointed and dismissei' on 
the recommendation of the District Inspector of Schools, Delhi. 

Interpretation of a Railway provident fund and gratuity l uleH. 

Passports for persons leaving? India. 513-14. 

Pay and allowances of I. 0. S. Officers. 986-87. 

ay of Indian guards on the North Western Railway. 1200-01. 

in fbe Peshawar hospital in 

« ■ . ^ J children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 685. 

Onartp*^" r +t Tatanagar Foundry. 1201. 

DeliiL* 603 ^ °^^ding house at the Government High School. 

poSraent of educational institutions and ap- 

804-05. * Service in the Madras Presidency. 
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PARMA NAND, BHAI--c£mcZd. 

Question re — cantd. 

Reduction of Dushera holidays in the Army Headquarters offices. 
515. 

Release of S. Dhanna Singh, a prisoner of Lyallpur. 925. 

Restoration of property lost p the Akbarpura dacoity. 685. 

Retrenchment of temporarj'^ railway engineers. 50. 

Transfer of the District Inspector of Schools, Delhi. 602. 

Unemployment in India. 592. 

Resolution re Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agricul- 
turists. 212-13. 

PARSONS, Mb. A. A. L.— 

Statement* laid on the Table by — re recruitment of Muslims on 
the North Western liailway. 60-61. 

PASS(ES)— 

Question re — 

Change of rules for metal - — 678-79. 

Christmas holiday foreign lino limited to Anglo-Indians and 

Europeans. 492-93. 

Intermediate and second class North Westem Railway to 

Puri. 489. 

Metal railway lost or misused. 677-78. 

Railway for retired servants of the Oudh and Rohilkhand 

Railway. 84. 

l^ASS RULES— 

Question re definition of “ Family in the North Western Rail- 
way . 678. 

PASSAGE(S)— 

Question re — 

Expenditure on overseas pay, exchange compensation allowance 
and . 108. 

of Bound Table Conference delegates, etc. 867-68. 

PASSAGE ALLOWANCE— 

See Allowance 

PASSAGE MONEY— 

Question re refund of Haj pilgrim . 503-04. 

PASSBNGER(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of female attendant for third class at 

Dacca Railway Station. 100. 

Deterioration of carriages on the East Indian Railway. 573. 

Inconvenient use made of the sheds and platforms at Burhan- 

pur railway station. 107. 
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PASSBN GEB ( 8 ) — cofttd. 

Question re — contd- 

Lack of a shed and other facilities for at Jhansi railway 

station. 580. 

Lack of facilities for on certain platforms at the Chittagong: 

railway station. 100. 

Prevention by crew staff of from boarding trains. 1385. 

Storage of dry fish and hides on the platform at Burhanpur 

railway station. 108. 

Treatment of intermediate class at Haridwar railway station. 

996. 

PASSPORT(S)— 

Question re — 

Holders of Afghan refused permission to enter India. 47. 

for Afghanistan granted to Indians. 47. 

for persons leaving India. 513-15. 

Refusal of a to England to the Chief Reporter of the 

Hindustan Times. 25-26. 

PATTL, RAO BAHADUR B. L.-- 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ’’ re representation of non-Brahmins and Bombay Kar- 
natak at the Round Table Conference and the Minorities Sub- 
Committee. 1246-47, 1248-49. 

Oath of Office. 665. 

Question re — 

Employment of coolies on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 
1401-02. 

Enhanced cost of envelopes and parcel postal rates. 438. 

Formation of a “ Karnatak Province 437. 

Income-tax appeals. 438. 

New rule for payment of two annas on V. P. parcels and re- 
gistered newspapers. 438. 

Non-inclusion of Eanarese in the languages prescribed for the 
Indian Civil Service Examination. 1402. 

Populations, revenue, etc., of certain Kanarese-Speaking Districts. 
436-37. 

Reversion of Mr. N. A. Dalvi from the post of accountant, Dhar- 
war Head Post Office. 53-54. 

Selection of a representation from the Karnatak for the Bound 
Table Conference. 438. 

Unification of the Kanarese-Speaking Districts of Madras and 
Bombay Presidencies. 436, 437-38. 

PATNA— 

Question re — 

^ Delay in opening of third class booking office at junction 

railway station. 23-24. 
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PATNA — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Sale and detection of used railway tickets at Gaya and • 

1384-85. 

PATUNGA— 

Question re-- 

Cost of the dredgers Karnafuli ’’ and . 105. 

Railway to Point and the cost of the aerodrome there. 

104-05. 

PAY— 

Question re — 

Abolition of separation allowance and fixation of minimum . 

1190. 

Difference in of Indian, European and Anglo-Indian Mecha- 

nics in the Lillooah Workshops, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Difference in of local Traffic Service Officers. 680-81. 

Discrimination in between the Secretariat and attached and 

subordinate offices. 1115. 

Monthly and daily rates of at the Cordite Factory at 

Aravankadu. 936. 

and allowances in the office of the Central Board of Revenue. 

1114. 

and allowances of 1. C. S. officers. 930-31, 986-87. 

and allowances of staff of attached and subordinate offices 

of the Government of India. 1114. 

and allowances of staff of the Government of India Secre- 
tariat and attached offices. 1400-01. 

and allowances of the Indian Civil Service. 1189. 

and allowances of travelling ticket inspectors on the East 

Indian Railway. 1395. 

, appointments and dismissals of supervising and operating 

staffs of the East Indian Railway Press. 1169-70. 

of accountants in the office of the Military Accountant 

General. 931 . 

of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian apprentices of the 

■ Kharagpur workshops. 517. 

of Indian guards on the North Western Railway. 1200-01. 

of officers and staff of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

709-1. 

of postal clerks. 481-82. 

of Public Works Department upper subordinates on Indian 

State Railways. 482-85. 

of telegraphists and postal clerks. 263-64. 

Possibility of reductions of and pensions of Government 

servants. 502-03. 
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PAT — eontd. 

Question re — eontd- 

Promotion and of the Personal Assistant to the Army Seore- 

tary. 922-23. 

Racial discrimination in in the Engineering Department of 

the Calcutta Port Trust. 594-95. 

Scales of of apprentices at the Kharagpur workshops. 518. 

PAY AND ACCOUNTS OFFrCES— 

Question re — 

Muslim repnjsentation in and Audit OfBce.s in the North 

West Frontier Province. 298-99, 408-09. 1006. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Sikhs in . 776. 

Safeguarding the interests of Frontier Muslims in and Audit 

Offices in the North West Frontier Province. 409. 

PEASANTS— 

Question re satisfaction by the Raja of Pisangan of the demands of 
hia . 1156-57. 

PBNSION(S)— 

Question re — 

Grant of to the families of soldiers killed in the Burmese 

rebellion. 976. 

Military granted to residents in the Chittagong District. 4. 

Possibility of reductions of pav and of Government servants. 

502-03. 

PENSION ttULES- 

Question re revision of the of inferior Government aeiwants. 

694-95. 

PEONS— 

Question re uniforms of po.stal and telegraph and sorters. 701. 

PERSIAN GULF— 

Question re — 

Employment of Muslims in the Lower Sind and — ■ — Postal Divi- 
sion. 793. 

Muslim clerks and suh-postmasters employed on the Mekran Coast 
and . 792. 

Number of Muslims employed in the Lower Sind and Pi^stal 

Division. 792. 

Number of Sahiti Hindus and Muslims employed in the Lower Sind 
and Postal Division. 793. 

PERSONAL ASSISTANT— 

Question re — 

Co^espondence dealing with allegations against the to the 

Army Secretary. 92.3-24. 

Promotion and pay of the to the Army Secretary. 922-23. 
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PERSONAL OPPICEIV- 

Question re appointment Chief , North Western Railway. 488. 

PESHAWARr- 

Question re — 

Appointment of Muslims in the General Post Office. 1381-8^. 

Casualties in the riots of 1930. 404. 

Compensation to Saz^dar Ganga Singh and memorial for his 
children at . 413-14. 

Construction of a Children’s Ward at the Hospital in memory 

of the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 769. 

Employment of Frontier Muslims in Account and Audit offices at 
. 581-82. 

Provision of a Children’s Ward in the Hospital in memory 

of the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 685. 

Riepresentation of Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs, on the Muni- 

cipality. 159-64. 

Representation of Sikhs and Hindus on the Municipal Com- 

mittee. 587-88. 

Shooting of the wife and sons of Sardar Ganga Singh at . 

158. 

PETITIONS— 

Nomination of the Panel of Chairmen and appointment of the Com- 
mittee on . 60. 

PHAGLI— 

Question re — 

Allotment of clerks’ quarters at , Simla. 1110-11. 

Excess water rates charged for quarters in , Simla. 925-26, 

975. 

Meters attached to clerks’ quarters at , Simla. 993. 

Tennis court for Government of India clerks at . 928. 

PIECE-WORKERS— 

Question re non-grant of medical leave to temporary in the 

Government of India Press, Calcutta. 1165. 

PILGRIM (S)— 

Question re — 

Indian to the Hedjaz. 26-27. 

Refund of Haj passage money. 503-04. 

PIONEER MOTOR TRANSPORT STEAMER COMPANY— 

Question re rate war carried out against the in East Bengal. 

391-92. 

PISANGAN— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an untrained teacher in the Government Second- 
ary School at Ajmer-Merwara. 1187. 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of . 395. 

h29 SLAD 
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PISANGAN, RAJA OP— 

Question re satisfaction by the of the demands of his peasants. 

1156-57. 

PLANTATIONS— 

Question re treatment of malaria and area of cinchona — 42-44. 

PLATFORM (S)— 

Question re — 

Inconvenient use made of the passenger sheds and at Bur- 

haiipur railway station. 107. 

Lack of facilities for passengers on certain at the Chittagong 

railway station. 100. 

attendance by Railway Mail Service sorters. 887. 

Storage of dry fish and hides on the passenger at Burhanpur 

railway station. 108. 

POINI^ OF ORDER— 

raised by Mr. H. Das re procedure for discussion of token 

cuts and cuts of larger amounts on the Demand for Supple- 
mentary Grants. 1228. 

raised by Mr. B. Das that he objects under Standing Order 

38 to the motion that the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) 
Bill be taken into consideration. 1274. 

— — raised by Mr. K. Ahmed whether objections can be taken to a 
motion, of which two days’ previous notice has been given, and 
which is on the agenda and has been allowed by tlu» President. 
1245. 

raised by Mr. S. C. Sen that the Bill (the Indian Press Bill) 

as introduced in the Assembly has not been published in the 
Gazette, and therefore all proceedings taken thereafter, viz., the 
Report of the Select Committee, are ulfra vires, illegal and 
void. 1176-84. 

raised by the Honourable Sir George Schuster as to how failure 

to enquire into the causes of agricultural distress is related 
to the expenses of the Round Table Conference. 1224. 

raised by the Honourable Sir George Rainy that as the Supple- 
mentary Demand moved by the Finance Member does not con- 
tain any provision for the Orissa Boundary Commission, the 
question of non-inclusion of a Bengali in that Commission can- 
not be discussed under this Demand for Supplementary Grant. 
1245. 

raised by the Honourable Sir George Schuster re his objection 

to the last paragraph of Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty's Reso- 
lution re exchange, gold reserves and the Supplementary 
Finance Bill. 1056. 

POLICE— 

Question re action against two Indians in Tanganyika. 790- 
91. • 

POLICY- 

Question re Government in regard to Civil Aviation. 784 . 



INDEX TO LEOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY DEBATES. 


163 


POLITICAL AGENTS— 

Question re British and Indian and Deputy Commissioners in 

the North West Frontier Province. 402. 

POLITICAL AGITATION— 

Question re re-admission to cantonments of persons expelled on 
account of . 497-98. 

POLITICAL MEETINGS— 

Question re attendance by Government servants at . 1157. 

POLITICAL PRISONEliS— 

Question re release of in the Punjab. 85-86, 282. 

See also “ Prisoner (s) 

POONA— 

Question re — 

Abolition or reduction of the Instrument Section of the Meteorologi- 
cal Office, . 589-90. 

Grant of special railway freight rates for grains, seeds, etc., from 
. 45. 

Inconveniently early dei)arture of the Mail from Bombay. 431- 

32. 

POPULATION— 

Question re — 

Muslim — — of Bengal and the Punjab. 5-6. 

of the provinces according to the recent census. 773. 

, revenue, etc., of certain Kanarese-speaking districts. 436- 

437. 

Reports from certain Provincial Governments on finance and — — 
of Oriya-speaking tracts. 106. 

PORTS- 

Question re number of European and Indian Commissioners in the 

major . 1122. 

PORT COMMISSIONERS— 

Question re iium})er of European and Indian in the major ports. 

1122. 

PORT TRUST— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of the Deputy Chief Engineer, Calcutta . 

595. 

Debts of . 1122. 

Emx)loyment of Indians by . 105. 

India ni.sation of superior services in the Engineering Department of 
the Calcutta . 593-94, 595. 

Insurance with foreign companies of the property of the Madras 
. 765-66. 

Racial discrimination in pay in the Engineering Department of 
the Calcutta . 594-95. 

Reduction of Indian Engineers by the Calcutta 


594. 
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POBrS (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ’’ under “ Bill(s) 

POST OFFICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Allegations against the Superintendent of Lower Sind and 

Persian Gulf Division- 791-92. 

Appointment and leave cases dealt with by Hindu clerks in certain 
. 796. 

Appointment clerk in the Delhi General , 1379-80. 

Appointment of Hindus as Deputy Postmasters General and 

Superintendents of • 1173-74. 

Appointm'cnt of Muslims in Simla General . 1377, 1378-79. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Accounts Branches of certain . 

1382. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Delhi General . 801. 

Api)ointment of Muslims in the Peshawar General . 1381-82. 

Appointment of postmen in the Delhi General . 797-98. 

Appointment of two brothers as Head Clerks in the Delhi General 
. 797. 

Appointments in the Delhi General . 801. 

Complaint by Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru against tampering with his 
letters in . 167. 

Comolaints against Superintendents of . 909. 

Correspondence staff in the Delhi General . 801. 

Communal composition of postal staff in certain . 1380-81. 

Death of Mr. Mohammad Ibrahim, a clerk in the Delhi . 799. 

Expenditure for electric charges for the Delhi Civil Lines . 

984. 

Frauds in . 908-09. 

Fuel allowance for the Kodaikanal Observatory . 708. 

Hindu and Muhammadan reserve clerks in the Calcutta . 

988. 

Hours of work of Muslim clerks in the Karachi General 

795. 

Indebtedness of officials in the General , Madras. 914. 

Inspectors of in the Burma circle. 1162. 

Lengthy retention of the post of Superintendent of , Madrasi 

Circle, by Eao Bahadur 6. Narasinha Naidu. 154-55. 

Motor mail mileage of the Delhi . 984. 

Names and qualifications of certain Inspectors of . 1162. 

Nomination for selection grade of candidates in the Delhi General 
. 1379. 

Non-grant of a holiday for the Ramzan Id at the Karachi General 
. 794. 

Non-transfer of certain town Inspectors of in Rangoon. 1163. 

Non-transfer of Head Clerks and appointment clerks from- certain 
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POST OPi'ICB(S) — contd. 

QuestioD re — contd.. 

Pay of Postmaster-General and Deputy Directors-General of the 
. 258. 

Pay of Postmasters-Qeneral and the senior Deputy Director General 
of the . 258-59. 

Postmen and packers employed at the liawalpindi . 683. 

Postwala system at the Kalbadevi in Bombay. 886-87. 

Powers of town Inspectors of . 887-88. 

Provision of a near the Tatanagar Foundry. 1201. 

Provision in the Budget in connection with cash certificates. 

901-02. 

Punishment of a clerk in the Madras General . 914. 

Qualifications of Inspectors of . 1161. 

Quantity of electrical goods booked and used for the General 

Kashmiri Gate, Delhi. 1134. 

Bates for sterling money orders. 1124-25. 

Becruitmeift of depressed classes in Madras . 994. 

Recruitment of depressed classes in . 994-95. 

Recruitment of staff in the Quetta Head and the Baluchistan 

Division. 796. 

Reduction of Sui)erinteiidents of . 706-07. 

Robberies in in the districts of Chittagong and Dacca. 7. 

Savings Bank Certificate and Government securitv work in 

. 194. 

Select i(m grades posts in the Simla General . 1377. 

Shortage of .supervisors posts in — and the Railwav Mail Service. 
262. 

Syllabus of e-\amination for Inspectors of . ll()l-()2. 

Transfer of the Superintendent of Malabar Division. 426. 

Transfer from the Militar\ Department to the Posts ami Telegraph 

Department of certain . 255. 

Transfer to another village of the ("’hotkliand Snh, - 697. 

POSTAL ACCOUNTANTS— 

See Accountant (s) 

POSTAL ADVOCATE - 

Question re article in the , Delhi. 795. 

POSTAL AND RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE— 

Question re representation of Muslims in the . 799-800. 

POST.^L AND TELEDRAPTT PEON(S)— 

See “ Poons ”, 

POSTAL CrRCLE(S)— 

Question re — 

Admission to the Lowest Selection Grade Examination of junior 
ofhcials from the Central . 765. 
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POSTAL CIRCLE (S)—r.on^d. 

Question re — conid. 

Dismissal of Muslims in the United Provinces . 815. 

Muslim and Non-Brahmin appointments in the Central . 998. 

Number of Muslim clerJcs, etc., in certain . 800. 

Recruitment of Muslims in the Bengal and Assam . 795. 

Recruitment of Muslims in the Sind and Baluchistan . 795. 

Superintendents and Postmasters in the Sind and Baluchistan — , 

798. 

POSTAL CLERKS— 

See Clerk (s) 

POSTAL DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Alleged prohibition of the employment of graduates in the . 

411-12. 

Cadres in the in Burma. 1133. 

Clerks dealing with appointment and leave cases in the . 

797. 

Employment in the of the sons of postal employees. 51. 

Employment of an ex-conviet in the . 913. 

Employment of Muslims in the . 800. 

Procedure for admission to the Co-operative Credit Society. 

933-34. 

Promotion in the . 698-99. 

POSTAL DIVISION(S)— 

Question re — 

Allegations of communal bias in the Baluchistan . 1380. 

Clerks appointed by Mr. Rai in the Aligarh . 797. 

Communal composition of po.stal staif in certain . 918-19. 

Employment of Muslims in the Lower Sind and Persian Gulf . 

793. 

Number of Muslim clerks and head clerks in certain . 798. 

Number of Muslims employed in the Lower Sind and Persian Gulf 
. 792. 

Number of Sahiti Hindus and Muslims employed in the Lower Sind 
and Persian Gulf . 793. 

POSTAL EMPLOYEES— 

See Employees 
POSTAL OFFICIALS— 

Question re — 

Examinations for the promotion of . 1158. 

Purchase by of motor cars from motor mail contractors. 1109. 

POSTAL RATESt- 

Question re enhanced co.st of envelopes and parcel 


. 438. 
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POSTAL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Sikhs in the in the Punjab. 682. 

Recruitment for the in the Madras Presidency. 804-00. 

Retrenchment in the . 705. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Sikhs in the — . 682-8o. 

POSTAL SIGNALLER (S)— 

Sei “ Signallers 
POSTAL STAFF - 
Question re — 

Communal eomijosition of in certain post offices. 1380-81. 

Communal composition of in certain postal divisions. 918- 

919. 

House r(‘nl and allowances paid to telegraph and . 261-62. 

Overworked . 704-05. 

POSTAL SUPERINTENDENTS— 

Question re appointment of Indians as in the Burma circle. 

1163. 

POSTAL UNION— 

Question re — 

Transfer from Silchar of office bearers of the local . 897-98. 

Transfer to remote stations of office bearers of the Calicut Branch 

. 426 . 

See also “ Union (U.) 

POSTMAN(MEN)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of in the Delhi General Post Office. 797-98. 

and packiers employed at the Rawalpindi Post Office. 683. 

POSTMASTER (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Siklis ius Deputy Postmasters General and . 

681-82. 

Candidates nominated for examination by the , Delhi. 814- 

815. 

Charges against Mr. J. C. OTjoughliii, , Delhi. 984. 

Honrs of work of the Presidency , Madras. 914. 

Indebtedness of , Delhi. 920. 

Muslim clerks and sub employed on the Mekran Cofist and the 

Persian Gulf. 792. 

Quarters of the Deputy Presidency in the Arcade Building 

898-99. 

Superintendents and in the Sind and Baluchistan Postal Circle. 

798 . 
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POSTMASTBR(S)-QENERAL— 

Question re — 

Abolition of Range offices of Deputy . 7-8. 

Appointment of Hindus as Deputy and Superintendents of post 

offices. 1173-74. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Deputy and Postmasters. 681-82. 

Pay 01 and Deputy Directors General of the Post Office. 258. 

Pay of and the senior Deputy Director General of the post 

office. 258-59. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant Director General of . 

919. 

Appointment of Muslims to the office of the Deputy Accountant 

General, , Delhi. 1383. 

Duties of the Financial Adviser, . 259. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS Al^C^OUNTS ENQUIRY COMMITTEE— 
See ‘‘ Committee (s) 

^ POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Employment of Muhammadan clerks in the Engineering Branch of 
the . 290. 

Income and expenditure of the from Air Mail. 194-96. 

Lowest selection grade examination for the . 698. 

Necessity for post of Publicity Officer in the . 705-06. 

Pay of officers and staff of the . 709-10. 

The combined offices in . 196-97. 

Transfer from the Military Department to the of certain post 

offices. 255. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS OFFICES— 

Question re maintained for political purposes. 256. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS RETRENCHMENT ADVISORY COM- 
MITTEE— 

Question re memorandum of the All-India Postal and Railway Mail 
Service Union to the . 711-12. 

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS RETRENCHMENT STTB-C0M:\1TTTEE - 

Question re Avitnossc.s examined by the , in Bombay. liVJ. 

POWER HOUSE— 

Question re — 

Alleged sale of coal from the in New Delhi. 1134. 

on the East Indian Railway. 177. 

Superintendent in New Delhi. 1134. 

Roof of the Shanan , Jogindarnagar. 684-85. 

Tenders for roofing of the Shanan , Jogindarnagar. 683-84. 
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PBBM1ER-- 

Question re announcement by the regarding financial help lor 

India. 1124. 

PRESIDENT— 

Question re appointment of of the Secunderabad Cantonment 

Beard. 787. 

PRESIDENT, MR.— 

Expressions of regret by on the deaths of — 

Mr. Alexander, Mr. Shahani and U Tok Kyi. 59. 

Mr. K. C. Roy. 76. 

Remarks by that there is no obligation upon Government Members 

to answer any question, and the remedy which the non-official 
Benches have under the Rules and Standing Orders against any 
Government Member declining to answer questions which are 
legitimate is a vote of censure in the form of an adjournment mo- 
tion. 92. 

Suspension of Standing Order 38 in respect of the Indian Press 
(Emergency Powers) Bill by . 1274. 

See also Ruling (s) 

PRESIDENCY POSTMASTER— 

See Postmaster 
PRESS (ES)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Babu Hhawaiii Charan as accountant in the Govern- 
ment of India at Aligarh. 428-29. 

Appointment of Babu KainaKhya Charan Mitra as foreman printer 
of the Government of India , Aligarh. 821. 

Appointment of foreman printers, Government of India , 

Aligarh. 430-31. 

Appointment of Hindus to the Government of India , Simla. 

1172-73. 

Bungalows for the Managing staff of the Government of India , 

New Delhi. 1406. 

Case of Babu Abinash Chandra Chakravati, a compositor invalided 
from the Government of India , Calcutta. 1167. 

Dismissal of an iiikman in the Eastern Bengal Railway , 

Calcutta. 1168. 

Employment of relatives of the Head Clerk in the Government of 
India , Simla. 1160-61. 

Government printing work placed with private . 1166. 

Leave granted to an overseer at the Government of India , 

Calcutta. 1171. 

Medical certificates of employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway , 

Calcutta. 1168. 

Memorial for the introduction of a Works Committee at the East 
Indian Railway , Calcutta. 1167. 1171. 
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PRBSS(BS)— oonfd 
Question re — conid. 

Memorial from the employees of the Bast Indian Railway — 
Calcutta. 1168-69. 

Memorials from employees of the Bast Indian and Bastern Bengal 
Railway , Calcutta. 1168. 

Non-grant of medical leave with pay to temporary piece-workers in 

the Go\^rnment of India , Calcutta. 1165. 

Pay, appointments and disinis.sal.s of supervising and operating staffis 

of th(‘. East Indian Railway . 1169-70. 

Payment made to private for Government printing work. 

1166. 

Employees’ Association, Calcutta. 1164-65. 

Private press owned by the foreman printer of the Government of 
India , Aligarh. S20. 

Proportion of supervising staff to workers in the Bast Indian Rail- 
way . 1170. 

Qualifications and communities of the employees of the Government 
of India , Simla. 1172. 

Qualifications of employees in the Government of India , Aligarh. 

430. 

Rent for bungalows recovered from the Manager and Assistant 

Manager, Government of India Aligarh. 1407. 

Representation from Pandit Kashi Prasad Dikshit, formerly a clerk 

in the Government , Allahabad. 523-24. 

Retrenchment in the Government of India y Aligarh. 429. 

Retrenchment of Muslim employees of the Government of India , 

Aligarh. 821. 

Shop run by the Head Clerk. Government of India , Simla. 

1160. 

Strength of supervising and operating staffs in the East -Indian Rnfi- 

way at Calcutta and at Howrah. 1169. 

Tenders for repair work at the Government of India , Aligarh. 

429-30. 

PRESS BMPLOYEB(S)— 

Question re — 

Dhobi ghats provided for in New Delhi. 1405. 

Lack of educational facilities for the children of in New Delhi. 

1402. 1403. 

Plan of quarters provided for in New Delhi. 1406-07. 

Quarters allotted to in New Delhi. 1403-04, 1405-06. 

PRESS EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION— 

See “ Association (s) 

PRESS BILL— 

Bee ‘‘ Indian under “ Bill(s) 

PRICES- 

Question re cause of fall in in India. 783. 



INDEX TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEBfBLY DEBATES. 


171 


PRIMARY EDUCATION— 

Question re introduction of compulsory in Ajmer-Merwara. 666- 

667. 

PRINTING WORK— 

Question re — 

Government placed with private presses. 1166. 

Payments made to private pre.sses for Government . 1166. 

PRISONEK(S)— 

Question re — 

Garhwali military . 10. 

Ill health of Ihsan Ilahi, a in the Central Jail, Lahore. 153. 

Political in the province of Bihar and Orissa. 15. 

Release of certain sentenced for life under Martial Law. 

766. 

Release of political . 85-86. 

Release of political in Punjab. 282. 

Release of S. Dhanna Singh, a of Lyallpur. 925. 

Release of Sholapur . 524. 

Rules for the classification of . 86. 

PRIVATE PRESS(ES)— 

Sec Press(es) 

PRIVILEGES— 

Question re concessions and allowed on State Railways to Anglo- 

Indian and Indian Subordinates. 681. 

PRIVY COUNCIL— 

Question re powers of the in respect of Ordinance.s promulgated 

by the Governor General in Council. 105-06. 

PROBATIONERS— 

Question re travelling allowance of sent to out-stations on the 

North Western Railway. 679-80. 

PROCEDURE— 

Question re alternative to questions. 1195-96. 

PROCEEDINGS— 

Resolution re Ci\'Sl Court decrees and — against acrriculturLsts. 199- 
218. 

PROMOTION— 

Question re — 

Examinations for the of postal officials. 1158. 

Leave reserve and officiating in the headquarters office of the 

North Western Railway. 881-82. 

Officiating of Mr. S. R. Woodmore at the Moghalpura Railway 

workshops. 489. 

in the postal department. 698-99. 

of ministerial officers in Ajmer-Merwara to be Magistrates and 

Judicial Officers. 510-11. 
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PROMOTION— 

Question re — canid, 

of Muslims in Government Service. 823-24. 

of Public Works Department upper subordinates on State Rail- 
ways. 485. 

of travelling ticket iiLspectors on the East Indian Railway. 

1393, 1395. 

Recruitment and of Muslims in the Secretariat and Attached 

Offices. 1129-31. 

PROPAGANDA— 

Question re communal by Government officials. 879. 

PROPERTY— 

Question re restoration of lost in the Akbarpura dacoity. 685. 

PROSCRIPTION— 

Question re of a book entitled ‘‘ The Case for India ” by Dr. Will 

Durant. 667-68. 

PROSECUTION(S)— 

Question re — 

of Sikhs for the possession of “ Kirpans 772-73. 

under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 97-98. 

PEOTECTION(S)~ 

Question re for the match industry. 1190, 1191. 

PROVIDENT PnND(S)— 

Question re — 

Investment of in single payment sterling insurance policies. 

1466-67. 

Interpretation of a railway , and gratuity rules. 1200. 

PriiiCi»)les for investment of . 1123-24. 

Withdrawal of benefit for apprentices on the Bengal Nagpiu 

Railway. 519. 

PROVIDENT FUND SCHEME— 

Question n introduction of a new Government . 694. 

PROVINCE (S)— 

Question re — 

Cost of the Lee (5ommi>:sion’s rtntoTumendations in the Central 

Government and the . 666. 

Muslim Rajput population of each . 926-27. 

Population of the depre.ssed classes in various . 994. 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Release to of stocks of quinine. 894. 

Release to of stocks of quinine lying with the Government of 

India. 529. 
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PROVISIONAL COLLECTION OP TAXES BILL— 

See “ B3ll(s) 

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSIONERr- 
Queation re — 

Abolition of the post of with the Qovernment of India. 290^ 

567-68, 894. 

Attendance of the with the Government of India at conference» 

outside India. 291-94, 568, 895. 

Frequent absence from India of the with the Qovernment of 

India. 895. 

PUBLIC LATRINE (S)— 

She “ Latrine (s) ”. 

PUBLIC PROSECUTORS— 

Question re alleged influence of Magistrates by . 93-94. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION— 

Question re — 

Admission to the examination of unqualified clerks. 43.3-34. 

Advertisements of the . 489-90. 

iVJlegations of communal bias against a Hindu clerk in the office of 
the . 1005. 

Appointment and reductions in members of the . 1121. 

Employment as a member of the of the head of the Criminal 

Intelligence Department. 1118-19. 

Recruitment by the . 171-72. 

Reduction in number of members of the . 1119-21. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPAItTMENT— 

Question re — 

Allegations against an Executive Engineer of the , Delhi. 

1133. 

Appointment of a Land and Development Officer in the , New 

Delhi. 1404-05. 

Creation of an appointment of Chief Store -keeper in the Central 
, Delhi. 998. 

Delhi examination for Engineers. 983. 

Establishment of upper subordinates on State Railways. 485- 

486. 

Examinations for appointment of subordinates in the Delhi . 

980-82. 

Executive Engineers appointed to the Delhi . 980. 

Non-appointment of an Indian as Chief Store-keeper in the Central 
, Delhi. 998-99. 

Non-appointment of Accountants on the Lloyd Barrage Scheme 

in Bombay. 604. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT — <mtd. 

Question re — conid. 

Pay of upper subordinates on Indian State Railways. 482- 

85. 

Promotion of upper subordinates on State Railway. 485. 

Promotion of upper subordinates in the . 1125. 

Representation of Sikhs in certain Accounts Offices and the 

613. 

Representation of various communities in appointments of Exeeutive 

Engineers in the Delhi . 979-80, 

Temporary subordinates appointed to the Delhi . 982-8,3. 

Travelling allowances of upper subordinates on State Railways. 

486-88. 

PUBLIC WORKS HORTICULTURAL DIVISION- 

Question re fraud in the Central , New Delhi, 999. 

PUBLICATION(S)— 

Question re duties of the advertisement agent for Government . 

168-69. 

PUBLICITr DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 435-36. 

Closing down of the operations of the railway . 400. 

Economy in the of railways. 913. 

PUBLICITY OFPICER(S)— 

Question re — 

Advertisement of Indian Railways by abroad. 876-77. 

Appointment of the of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 

after consultation with the Times of India. 399. 

Necessity for post of in the Posts and Telegraph Department. 

705-06. 

PUNJAB— 

Question re— 

Appointment of a Muslim as A.ssistant Commissioner of Income-tax 
in the . 1003, 1004. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Income-tax Department in the — 
1004. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the postal service in the . 682. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Indian Civil Service in the • 

587. 

Employment of Sikhs in the office of the Accountant General, • 

587. 

Extension of the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926, to the . 49.3. 

Hindu and Sikh populations in Bengal and the . 878-79. 

Muslim population of Bengal and the . 5-6. 

Nominations from the for the Round Table Conference. 582- 

85, 
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PUNJAB — comtd^ ^ 

Question re — contd. 

Becruitment of residents of Delhi province to services in the . 

877-78. 

Reduction of freight on wheat from the to Calcutta. 286- 

288. 

Slump in the tea trade in the . 493. 

Speech by the Governor of the . 15. 

Supersession of certain clerks in the Income-tax Commissioner’s 
Office, . 1004. 

PUNJAB CRIMINAL PROCEDURE AMENDMENT (SUPPLE- 
MENTARY) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

PURCHASE (S)— 

Question re — 

of the Assam Bengal Railway. 573-74. 

of the Bengal and North Western Railway. 575-76. 

Statement laid on the table re of stores by the High Commissioner 

for India. 618-25. 

PURI- 

Question re intermediate and second class North Western Railway 
passes to . 489. 

PURI, MR. B. R.— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 962. 

Indian Bar {councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1025, 1047-50. 

Indian Press Bill- 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 375, 376, 
533-41. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli Detention 
Camp. 745, 754, 761. 

Question (Supplementary) re passports for persons leaving India. 
513-15. 

Resolution re — 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 208-09. 

Control of money lending and rates of interests. 843-45. 

PURI, MR. GOSWAMI M. R.— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
laneous ” re inadequate representation of the landholders and 
zamindars at the Round Table Conference. 1239-40. 

Question re examinations for the promotion of postal oflScials. 1158. 
PUSA — 

Question re — 

Appointment to the Imperial Department of Agriculture of candi- 
dates from the Imperial Institute of Agricultural Research, . 

31-32. 

Facilities for training in Agriculture at . 77-78. 
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QUARTBK(S)— 

Question re — 

Allotment of clerks’ at Phagli, Simla. 1110-11. 

Allotment of Government in Simla. 883-84. 

Allotment of in New Delhi. 924-25. 

Charge for excess water at clerks’ , Phagli, Simla. 925-26. 

Charge for excess water at Government in Simla and New 

Delhi. 926. 

Construction of for East Indian Eailway employees, North of 

Howrah station. 169-70. 

Excess water rates charged for in Phagli, Simla. 975. 

Kitchens of the Assembly at Longwood, Simla. 613-14. 

Meters attached to clerks’ at Phagli, Simla. 993. 

Plan of provided for Press employees in New Delhi. 1406-07. 

allotted to Press employees in New Delhi. 1403-04. 

of the boarding house at the Government High School, Delhi* 

603. 

of the Deputv Presidency Postmaster in the “ Arcade Build- 
ing ”. 898-99. 

provided for Press employees in New Delhi. 1405-06. 

Rent for Government paid by clerks in Simla and Delhi, during 

the months of April and October. 984-85. 

Storage of fodder for cattle on the roofs of the lavatories of Indian 
clerks’ in New Delhi. 975-76. 

QUESTION(S)— 

Question re alternative procedure to . 1195-96. 

Remarks by Mr. President that there is no obligation upon Government 

Members to answer any and the remedy which the non-oflficial 

Benches have under the Rules and Standing Orders against any 
Government Member declining to answer which are legiti- 

mate is a vote of censure in the form of an adjournment motion. 
92. 

QUETTA— 

Question re recruitment of staff in the Head Post OfiSce and the 

Baluchistan Division. 796. 

QUININE— 

Question re — 

Malaria cases and the supply of . 41-42. 

Prices of . 45. 

Release to Provincial Governments of stocks of . 894. 

Release to Provincial Governments of stocks of lying with tbo 

Government of India. 529. 

Stocks of in India. 40-41. 



immx TO IfflOIBULTffB A8SB1IHLT OXBATttS. 


m 


K 


racial discrimination— 

Qu^.stion re — 

in New Leave Rules on State Railways. 492. 

in pay in the Engineering Department of the Calcutta Port 

Trust. 594-95. 

in the appointment of apprentices in the Lillooah Workshop*. 

520-21. 

in the provision of electric fans in jails. 166-67. 

on Italian steamers. 421. 

RAGHUBIR SINGH, KUNWAR- 
Question re — 

Appointment of Indian Medical Service Officers by nomination. 528. 
Appointment of officers to the Indian Medical Research Department. 
526. 

Civil work by the Indian Medical Service and Military Service for 
the Indian Medical profession. 528. 

Establishment of a Central Medical Research Institute. 526. 

Export of monkeys from India. 702. 

Introduction of an Indian Medical Comicil Bill. 525. 

Licentiates of Medical schools in Indian States. 525. 
Reconstitution of the governing body of the Research Fund Associa- 
tion. 526. 

Release to Provincial Governments of stocks of quinine lying with 
the Government of India. 529. 

Reservation of specific posts in the Indian Medical Service for 
European officers. 527. 

Resolution of the All-India Medical Conference re the Indian Medi- 
cal Register. 52l5. 

Resolutions of the All-India Medical Conference. 524. 
Retrenchment in salaries of Departmental heads of Research Insti- 
tutes. 527. 

Terms of retirement of temporary officers of the Indian Medical 
Service. 528-29. 

Resolution rr agricultural distress. 239. 

RAI, MR.— 

Question re clerks appointed by in the Aligarh Postal Division 

797. 

Railway (8)— 

Assam Bengal — 

Question re — 

Extension of option to purchase the . 1117-18. 

Extension of the to the border of Burma. 101. 

Pay of the Agent and Superior Officers of the . 99-100. 

Purchase of the . 573-74. 

Temporary clerks retrenched by the . 103. 

b296LAD 
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KAILWAY(S)— cow/df. 

Bengal and North Western — 

Question re — 

Appointment of a nephew of a member of the Enquiry Com- 

mittee in the Traffic Service. 885. 

Exponditiirr’ hy the on its Enquiry Committee. 88G. 

Overworked railway staff at Bhatni station on the . 1199- 

1200. 

Privilejres of omplo>'(*es of workshops. 1200. 

Purchase by Government of the . 179. 

Purchase of tlie . 575-76. 

Report of the Enquiry Committee. 885-86. 

Fesolutioii re purchase of the and Rohilkund and Kumaon Rail- 

way. 1499-1509. 

statement laid on the table by the Honourable Sir Georg-e Rainy on 
the purchase of the and the Rohilkund and Kumaon Rail- 

way. 111-12. 

Bengal Nagpur — 

Question re — 

Alleged discrimination against Indian apprentices in the . 

518. 

Classification of apprentices on the . 518. 

Directory of commodities available^ on the system. 501. 

Qualifications of Anglo-Indian apprentices on the , 518. 

Teachers appointed to technical schools by the . 519. 

Withdrawal of Provident Fund benefit for apprentices on the 
. 519. 

Bombay, Baroda and (Central India — 

Question re appointment of Indians in the carriage and wagon shops 
of tlie , Ajmer. 876. 

Burma — 

Question re deficits incurred in the administration of Burma and 

the . 390-91. 

East Indian — 

Question re~ 

Accounts Crew Inspectors on the . 1398. 

Allowances of Crew Staff on the . 1390, 1391. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Examiners on the . 1390. 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the . 1391-92. 

Appointment of Accounts Crew Inspectors on the . 1397-98. 

Appointment of apprentice mechanics on the . 181. 

Appointments to Accounts Department of the . 50. 

Apprentices trained and appointed by the . 521. 

Construction by the of buildings at Salkea, Howrah. 495. 

Constraction of quarters for employees, north of Howrah 

station. 169-70. 
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railway (8)—contd. 

Bast Indian — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Control of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Crew Staff on the 
. 1386. 

Conviction for cheating of a clerk in the Crew Department ^ 

Calcutta. 1384. 

Defalcation of excess fare monej^ on the . 1383-84. 

Deterioration of passenger carriages on the . 573. 

Difference in pay of Indian, European and Anglo-Indian mecha- 
nics in the Lillooah workshops, . 520. 

Discharge of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the abolition of the 
Crew System on the — -. 1393-94. 

Duties of the Staff* and Assistant Staff Superintendents on the 
. 912. 

Examinations for Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the . 1396. 

Inconvenient arrangements at Calcutta for the reservation of 
berths on the . 410. 

Memorial for the introduction of a Works Committee at the 

Press, Calcutta. 1171. 

Memorial from tluei employees of the Press, Calcutta. 1168- 

69. 

Memorials from employees of the and the Eastern Bengal 

Railway Press. Calcutta. 1168. 

Mussalman employees on rhe . 921. 

Mussalman station masters on the . 921. 

Newspapers utilised by the for the publication of notices and 

advertisements. 572. 

Non-representation of the Province of Bihar and Orissa on the 
AdYi.s(;ry Coiumitlee. 21, 

Pay and allowances of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the 

1395. 

Pay, appointments and dismissals of suparvising and operating 
staffs of the Pre.s.s. 1169-70. 

Power houses on the — - 177. 

Promotion of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the . 1393-95. 

Proportion of supervising staff to workers in Press. 1170. 

Qualifications and service of certain 'employees and their pay after 
abolition of the crew system on the . 1394. 

Representation from the Press Employees’ Association. 

1170. 

Retrenchment of employees of the Traffic Accounts Office, 

Howrah. 976-77. 

Service, qualifications, leave salap, etc., of certain Divisional 

Inspectors and Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the . 

1394-95. 

Strength of supervising and operating staffs in Press at 

Calcutta and at Howrah. 1169. 
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lAlhW AY {8)—conid. 

East Indian — concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Ticket checkin" on the . 1387, 1388, 1389, 1390, 1392'*93, 

1399. 

Ticket collectors discharf,*ed and reduced on the . 1397. 

Uniforms supplied to crew staff and travelling ticket examinerg 

on the . 1396. 

Eastern Bonf?al — 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Publicity Department on the . 43o-36. 

Dismissal of an iid^nMu in the Press, ralciitta. 1168. 

Heavy work in districts of the . 436. 

Lack of vacuum brakes on the . 409-10. 

Medical certificates of employeas of the Press, Calcutta. 

1168. 

Memorial for the introduction of a works committee at the 

Press, Calcutta. 1167. 

Memorials from employees of the East Indian Railway Press and 

Press, Calcutta. 1168. 

Retrenchment of Indian stoff on the . *506. 

Term of ofBee of the Traffic j\Tana^er, . 435. 

Transfer of control of the caterin" Department of the from 

headquarters to the districts. 435. 

Great Indian Peninsula — 

Question re — 

Appointment of the Publicity Officer of the after consulta- 

tion with the Times of India, 399. 

Employment of coolies on the . 1401-02. 

Names of JMember.s of the Rornbav Advisory Committee of the 
. 397. 

Payment by the to the 7’ime.v of India office for printing and 

stores. 398-99. 

Indian — 

Question re stoiuvs puivl'Msod by , 606-07. 

Indian State — 

Question re pay of Public Works Departm’ent upper subordinates on 
. 482-85. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta — 

Question re economy on the . 475. 

Nonh Western — 

Question re — 

Abolition of travelling ticket examiners on the . 284. 

Allegations made against Mr. Smith, Divisional Electrician, ’i 

Multan. 768. 

Adegatlpns of corruption against Mr. Smith, Division.-il Bleetri- 
eian, , Multan. 612-13. 
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railway (8)~contd. 

North W-estem — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Alleged favouritism of Anglo-Indian officers and subordinates on 
the . 677. 

Appointment of Chief Pei*sonnel Officer, — — . 488-89. 

Appointment of guards to the control system on the . 193- 

94. 

Appointment of Janiter of the headquarters office of the . 

490. 

Appointment of 8 adhu Singh, an Electrician, o!» tlie . 766. 

Appointment of Sikh Gazetted Officers to the . •‘iSo. 

Appointment of Sikhs and Hindus as draftsmen on the • 

491-92. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Controllers on the . 671. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Head Clerks on the . 669. 

Appointment of Sikhs as staff and assistant staff wardens on thte 
. 670. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Traffic Inspectoi-s, etc., on the . 

669. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Accounts Department of the . 

669-70. 

Appointment of Sikhs on the . 155-57, 671. 

Appointment of Sikhs to Accounts services on the . 585-86. 

Appointm('nt of Sindhis as heads of departments in vhe office, 

Lahore. 174. 

Appointment of Sindhis as sanitarj^ inspectors on the . 173- 

74. 

Appointment of Superintendents in Divisional Offices on the . 

492. 

Casual leave* for officers and clerks of the . II 60 - 6 I. 

Communal representation in the Accounts Department. SC- 

SI. 

Communities of employees discharged i>r redm-f*d in certain 

Departments. 774. 

Complimentary tiel:ets issued on the . 885. 

Definition of “ Family ” in the . 678. 

Discharge of Muslim worloneii from the . 885. 

Discharge of Musliiius from the vAccoiuits Office. 180-81. 

Employment of Sikhs on the . 282. 

Indianisation of the Cvommercial and Engineering Superior Sler- 
vices of the . 673-76. 

Intermiediate and second class l>asses to Puri. 489. 

Leave reserve and officiating promotion in the headquarters office 
of the . 881-82. 

Litigation officer of the . 489. 
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RAILWAY(S)— coiled. 

North Western — concld. 

Question re — conoid. 

Non-retrenchment in the salaries of guards and drivers on the . 

284, 285. 

Officers’ and clerks’ grades on the . 491. 

Pay of Indian guards on the . 1200-01. 

Pay of ticket examiners on the . 286. 

Policy of communal representation on the . 767. 

Protection of Sikh interests on thfe . 672. 

Recruitment of Sikh clerks on the . 767. 

Representation of Muslims in the Electrical Branch of the . 

178-79. 

Representation of Muslims on the. . 385-86. 

Retrenchment of a Sikh from the Agent’s office . 671-72. 

Retrenchment of a Sikh from the Traffic Accounts Branch of tho 
. 672. 

Retrencliment on the . 172, 182-83, 283. 

Safeguarding the interests of Sikhs in retrenchment on the . 

283. 

Safeguarding tho interests of Sikhs on the . 768. 

Selection and pay of control system officers on the . 91-92. 

Special and travollinEr ticket examiners on the . 285. 

TravelliriLT allowance of probationers sent to ont-stations on l:h\5 
- 679-80. 

Statement lahl on the. table by Mr. A. A. Tj. Parsons rc recruitment} 

of Mus hns on the . 60-61. 

Oudh and Hohilkhand — 

Question rr — 

Raihvay })assrvs Tor tin* rctircxi sc^rvarits of the — - . 84. 

AdYcrtisenieiit oC Indian by Piiblicily Officers abroad. 876- 

77. 

.Alleged assaults by officials. 899. 

Apj)oin!nie)it at Howrah of a officer retrcnclicd at Tundla. 

82. 

Appointmeiit of non-rTimliis in , Accounts DeoarUnents. 905- 

07. 

Duties of the Gipuera! Secretary, Indian Oonforence Associa- 

tion and his office. 912. 

Economy in the publicity departments of . 913. 

Employment by the of staff to receive and deli^'e^ letters to 

officials. 256. 

Employment oi: students of the Benares Kngim^ering College as 

unpaid apprentices in the Lueknow workshop. 791. 

Establishment of Public Works Department upper subordinates on 
State . 485-80. 

Europeans, Anglo-lnd^'ins and Indians appointed as Mechanics in 
the Li looah worksliops, East Indian . 520. 
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RAILWAY ( S ) —concld, 

Ondh and Rohilkhand — contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Examination for lower paid staff of . 1201. 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non-Asiatic, non-superior 

officers in service. 598-99. 

Indianisatiou of — — . 193. 

Indians, An^io-lndian.s and Europeans retrenched L*om and 

Governmient Departments. 14-15. 

Promotion of a fireman. 81. 

— — to Patunjra Point and the cost of the aerodrome there. 104- 
05. 

Retrenchnient on . 81-82, 182. 

Train examiners at junctions. 913. 

Travollinjr ailoAvances and fares. 1193. 

Rohilkuiid and Knniaon — 

Resolntieni n piuvhase of the Bengal and North West<'rn Railway 
and . 1499-1509. 

Statement laid t n the table by the Honourable .Sir George Rainy on 
the purchase of the Bengal and North Western Railway and the 

. 111-12. 

State- 
Question re — 

Account ants appointed to the Accounts Deparrment. 288. 

Appointment of Muslims as accountants in tlie Accounts De- 

partment. 289. 

Concessio»!s and privileg<\s alloAved oti to Anglo Indians and 

ludi.an ubordiiiates. iiSl. 

Grant of atlvanee increments to accountants in tju' Aceonnts 

and Audit Departments. 180. 

Grievances of Indians ou . 882-83. 

Licences to supply food on — -systems. 911. 

Officers officiating in the lower gazetted service cm . 182. 

Promotion of Public Works Department upper subord.iiiafces on 
. 485. 

Racial discrimination in iieAV leave rules on - 192. 

Retrenchment in Accounts and Audit Deparliiicnts of . 389. 

Retrenchment in salaries on . 507-08. 

Retrenchment on . 88-91, 911-12. 

Travelling allowances of Public Works Department upper .subordi- 
nates on . 486-88. 

RADjWAY ACOOITNTANT(S)— 

See ‘‘ Accountant (s) 

railway accounts— 

Question re — 

Confirmation of employees in certain offices. 905. 

Training school for in Calcutta. 187. 
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RAILWAY ACCOUNTS OFFICES— 

See “ Accounts Offices 

RAILWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE(S)— 

See “ Committee (s) 

RAILWAY APPRENTICES— 

See “ Apprentice (s) 

RAILWAY BOARD— 

Question re — 

Clerical establishment of the . 1132. 

Confirmation of temporary employees in the . 1193. 

Powers of the of framing rules for the determination of salaries. 

677. 

RATI jW AY BRIDGE— 

See “ Bridge ”. 

RAILWAY CLEARING HOUSE— 

Question re communities of employees discharged from the , Delhi. 

774. 

RAH. WAY ENGINEERS— 

See “ Engineer (s) ”. 

RAILWAY PARES— 

See “ Pare(s) 

RAILWAY FREIGHT— 

See “ Freight 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Admission of clerks to the accounts’ examination. 1399. 

Allmission of clerks to the .selection grade examination. 1400. 

Creation of an additional selection grade po.st in each division. 

1400. 

Muslims employed in the , Sind and Baluchistan Circle. 793. 

Non-appointment of Muslims to the — in the Sind and Baluchistan 
Circle. 793. 

Platform attendance by sorters. 887. 

Replacement of Hindus by Muslims in certain appointments in the 
Delhi. 1382-83. 

Representation of Muslims in the Postal and . 799-800. 

Shortage of supervisory posts in post offices and the . 2C2. 

Unsatisfactory accommodation for the staff of the at Howrah 

8;tation. 576-77. 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE UNION— 

See “ Union 

RAILWAY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT— 

See ■' Medical Department 
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BAniWAT OFFICBB8— 

Question rt — 

Appointment of ‘‘ outside their own line of qualiftcations 

490. 

discharged and re-appointed. 773. 

KAIIiWAY PASS(ES)— 

See “ Pass(es) 

KAILUA AY PROVIDENT FUND— 

See Provident Fund 

RAILWAY PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT— 

Question re closing down of the operations of the . 400. 

RAILWAY SERVICE (S)— 

Question re appointment of Muslims in . 987. 

RAILWAY STAFF— 

Sec “ Staff''. 

RAILWAY STATION— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of female attendant for third class passengers 
at Dacca . 100. 

Construction of a central in Calcutta. 390, 494-95. 

Delay in opening of the third class booking office at Patna junction 
. 23-24. 

Inconvenient use made of th(* x^assenger sheds and platforms at 
Burhanpur . 107. 

Lack of a shed and otlier facilities for passengers at Jhansi . 

580. 

Lack of facilities for passengers on certain platforms at the Chitta- 
gong . 100. 

Provision of a — - to tlie north of Burhanpur . 107. 

Provision of an exti a gate at Burhanpur . 107. 

Removal of a public hitri.ne from the proximity of the third class 

waiting room at Burhanpur . 108. 

Storage of dry fish and h’des on the x)as,senger platform at Burhan- 
pur . 108. 

Treatment of Intermediate class pas.'>eiigers at Hardwar . 996, 

KAiLWAY TICKET (S) -- 
Question re — 

Adoption of the Mody system of checking. 81. 

Crew system of checking. 79-80. 

Side and detection of used at Gaya and Patna. 1384-85. 

Hail WAY wojiKSHOPs— 

See “ Workshop (s) 

rainy, the honourable sir GEORGE— 

Expressions of regret at the deaths of Mr. Alexander, Air. Shahani 
and U Tok Kyi. 56, 
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RAINY, THE HONOURABLE SIR GEORGE— cowW. 

Expressions of regret on the death of Mr. K. C. Roy. 71-72. 

Foreign Relations BiL — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 966-67. 

Heavy Chemical Indiistiy (Protection) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 68. 

Motion to consider. 715-21, 72>0-in. 

Motion to insert a now cbiuse as danse 4. 733-34. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to ScL ct Committee and to circulate. 380-82. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscella- 
neous re — 

Inadequate representation of Bengal at the Romid Table Confer- 
ence. 1231. 

Inadequate rei)rcseiitatioii of Mussalmans in the FcdeJ'al Structure 
and Minority Committees and the Round Table Confer(*rice. 1243. 

Inadequate representation of the landholders and zamnidar-; at the 
Round Table (./onference. 1240-41. 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federal ion of Indian 
Merchants' Chambers and Industries in the Fed(n*fil Structure 
Committee and the Round Table Conference. 1234. 

Non-representation of Orissa at the Round Table Confcreuce. 1236- 
37. 

Non-representation of the Jain community at the Federal Structure 
Committee or the Round Table Conference. 1244. 

Representation of non- Brahmins and Bombay Karnatak at the Round 
Table Conference and the Minorities Sub-Committee. 1248. 

Point of order raiserl by — to how failiinoi to enquire into the 
causes of agricultural distres.s is related to the expenses of the 
Round Table Conference. 1244. 

Point of orrior raised by — - tlmt as the Supplementary Demand mov- 
ed by the Phnauct* .Member does not contain any j)n)visi(>n for the 
Orissa Boir.idary (Jonimission, the question of non-inclusion of a 
Bengali in that Commission cannot be discussed und*’!* tins Demand 
for Supplementary Grant. 1245. 

Resolution re — 

Powers of the Governor General under the new constitidion. 644- 
46, 650. 

Purchase of tlic Bengal and North Western and Kohilkund and 
Kiimaon Railw^ays. 1499-1502, 1508-09. 

Statement :aid on the table l?y re report of the committee on tli^ 

purchase of the Bengal and XorMi Western and Rohilkund and 
Kumaon Railways. 111-12. 

Statement of Business by . 61, 299-300, 617-18, 936, 1055, 

Statement on the P^inancial Position. 1034, 1037. 

RA JAH, RAJA SIR VASUDEVA— 

Resolution re High Courts. 633. 
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BAJAJI, RAO BAHADUR M. C.— • 

Question re — 

Arranj^ements on steamers carrying coolies from Malaya to India. 
1111 - 12 . 

. Chargre for excess water at Government quarters in Simla and New 
Delhi. 92G. 

Charo:e for excess water at the clerks’ (quarters, Phalli, Simla. 925- 
26. 

Excess water rates charged for quarters in Phagli, Sinrl.i. 975. 
Future ])olicy re<rarditi" broadcasting. 1151-55. 

Improvement of wireless communication. 1155. 

Indian officers in the wireless branch. 1155. 

Introduction of water meter cards in Simla and New Delhi. 975. 
Meters attached to clerks’ quarters at Phagli, Simla. 99J1. 
Population of the depressed classes in various provinc-?s. 994. 
Qualifications of divisional eiij^ineers (wireless). 1155. 

Recruitment of depressed classes in Madras post offices. 994. 

. Recruitment of depressed classes in post offices. 994-95. 

Recruitment of residents of Delhi Province to services in Pun- 
jab. 877-78. 

Regiments admitting members of depressed classes. 1112-13. 
Representation of depressed classes in certain offices in jMadras. 994. 
Resolution in the Tdadras Legislative C/Oimcil to raise Madras Infant- 
ry l^atta lions. 1112. 

storage of fodder for cattle on the roofs of the lavatories of Indian 
(derks’ cjuart(»T*s in New Delhi. 975-76. 

The rebellion in Burma. 597-98. 

RAJPUT (S)— 

Question re — 

Muslim in the British Indian Army. 427. 

Muslim population of each province. 926-27. 

Non-recruitment to the Ariiiy of IMusIim from the United Pro- 

vinces. 428. 

Recruitment of Muslim to the Air Service and the Royal Indian 

Marine. 428. 

RAJPUTANA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of a super.i urinated officer as Secretary of the 

Board of Secondary Education. 118S. 

Cost of the Board of 3^^coiidary Kdiic;.tioii in . 1188-89. 

Fees charged from candidates for examinations in . 1188. 

BAilA EAO, RAI BAHADUR U.-~ 

Outh of office. 1. 
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RAMASWAMI AIYAR, THE HONOURABLE SIR C. P.— 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 352-56^ 358. 
RAJMCHANDRA, MR.— 

Oath of office. 1273. 

RAMZAN— 

Question re concession «rranted to Muslims during the . 796. 

RAMZAN ID- 
Sec Id 

RANOA IYER, MR. C. S.— 

Expressions of regret on the death of Mr. K. C. Roy. 75 76. 
lnd.i.an Mines (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 562. 

Indian Press Bil) — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 304. 317, 
327-40, 347-51. 

Point of order raised by Mr. S. C. .Sen that the Bill as introduced in 
the Assembly has. not been published in the Gazette and therefore 
all proccf^dings taken thereafter, viz., the presentation of the Re- 
port of tliv Select Committee are uHra vires, illegal and void. 
1182-83. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consifler and to refer to Select Committee. 1314, 1315- 
18. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1336-38, 1358, 1365-67. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1416. 

Consideration of clause 7. 1440. 

Motion to pass. 1476-80. 

Question re — 

Abolition of leave r(?sei\'e officers in the Meteorologial Department. 
589, 590. 

Abolition or I'educliori of the Instrument Section of the Meteorolo- 
gical office, Poona. 589-90. 

Annual confenmees of (^liief Factory Inspectors. 185. 
Appointment and reductions in members of the Public Service Com- 
mission. 1121. 

Appointment of women factory inspectors. 184. 

Assistance for Madrasi cultivators in Burma. 418. 

(vondition of Madrasi residents, traders and labourers in Burma. 
417-18. 

Conversion of Departmental Telegraph offices into combined offices. 
708. 

Correspondence on the subject of Madrasis in Burma. 418. 
r?orrespondence Delating to breaches of the pact with the Congress. 
592. 

Correspondence with His Majesty’s Government re British trade in 
India. 610. 
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BANOA IYER, MR. C. S.— conM. 

Question re — contd. 

Cost of haulage of motor cars of Members of the Central Lei^islature. 
612. 

Decline in the foreign trade of the Bombay Presidency. 010. 
Departure of Indians from Burma. 419. 

Development of Burma by immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and 
the United Provinces. 779. 

Bmploymir?nt as a member of the Public Service Commission of the 
head of the Criminal Intelligence Department. 1118-19. 

Export of monkeys from India. 708-04, 780-81. 

Factory inspection. 184. 

Financial aid for Indians in Burma. 780. 

Fuel allowance for the Kodaikanal Observatory post office. 708. 
Gratuities for retrenched men at the cordite factory at Aravankadu. 
936. 

Indian labourers in (<eylon. 27-29. 

Losses of Immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and the United Pro- 
vinc'CvS settled in Burma. 779. 

Memorandum of the All-India Postal and Railway Mail Service 
Union to the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment xVdvisory Com- 
* mittce. 711-12. 

^Military wounded and murdered in Burma. 778. 

Monthly and daily rates of pay at the cordite factory at Aravankadu. 
986. 

Necessity for post of Publicity Officer in the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, 705-06. 

Number of Indians assaulted, robbed, etc., in Burma. 778. 

Officers of the Indian Broadcasting Company maintaineil by Govern- 
ment. 706. 

Overworked postal statf. 704-05. 

i^ay of officers and staff of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
709-10. 

Postal signallers and Departmental telegraphists. 707. 

Preparation of the Moral and Material Progress Reoon of India. 
886-87. 

Proclamation of martial law in Burma. 778-79. 

Protection for adolescent labour in factories. 184. 

Protection of Indians in Burma. 780. 

Uecomiuendations of the Royal Commission on Labour in regard to 
hours of work in factories. 184. 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on Labour in regard to 
unemployment. 184. 

Reduction in number of members of the Public Service Commia- 
sion. 1119-21. 

lieductioii of number of Departmental telegraph offices. 711. 
Reduction of salaries of superior officers. 611. 
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BANGA IYER, MR. C. S.—concM. 

Question re — concld. 

Reduction of salaries of the Indian Civil Service. 1154. 

Reduction of Superintendents of Post Offices. 706-07. 

Reduction of travelling allowance of Government seiwants and Mem- 
bers of thi;‘ Central fj’ogislature. 611-12. 

Report of the Roya^ Commission on Labour. 387. 

Representations on Hie plight of Indians in Burma. 777. 

Research papers published by officers and assistants of the Meteoro- 
logical Department. 611. 

Retrenchment at the cordite factory at Aravankadu. 934-36. 

Retrenchment in the postal service. 705. 

Retrench nient of telcgrHi)hists. 710-11. 

Riots at Dora Ismail Khan and Kulachi village. 608-09. 

Riots in the North-West Frontier Province. 609. 

Serious situation of Indians in Burma. 777-78, 780. 

Stoppage of the activities of the Archaeological Dcparlnicnt by way 
of retrenchment. 610-11. 

Super\dsion of female labour in factories. 183. 

Tenders for the conveyance of mails between Bombav and England. 
708. 

Trade between India and Japan and India and Britain. 609. 

Travelling allowance and haulage of motor cars of Membci’s of the 
Central Legislature. 612. 

Witnesses examined in Bombay by the Posts and Telegraphs Re- 
trenchment Sub-Committ/cv in Bombay. 709. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Appointment of a Bengali Muslim to the Executive Council of the 
Governor General, 516. 

Attendance by Government servants at political meetiRg.s. 1157. 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non-Asiatic non-superior officers 
in railway service. 599-600. 

Indians repatriated to India from abroad. 19. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 234-37. 

Exchange, Gold Reserves and the Supplementary Finance Bill. 
1083-88. 

Control of money lending and rates of interest. 657-58. 

Powers of the Governor General under the new constitution. 646- 
51. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkund and 
Kumaon Railways. 1508. 

RANGACIIARIAR, DIWAN BAHADUR T.— 

Expressions of regret at the deaths of Mr. Alexander, Mr Shahaui 
and U Tqk Kyi. 56-57. 

Expressions of regret on the death of Mr. K. C. Roy. 72 r- 73 . 
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EANQACHAKIAR, DIWAN BAHADUR T.—contd. 

Indian Press Bill (introdneed on 7th September 1931) — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 65-66. 

RANGE OFFICE (S)— 

Que.stiou re abolition of of Deputy Po.stmasters-General. 7-8. 

RANGOON— 

Question re non-transfer of certain town inRi)eetors of po.st oflBces in 
. 1163. 

RASTOGI, MR. BADRI LAL— 

Election of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408. 

Question re — 

Cciujilaints against superintendents of post offices. 909. 

Frauds in post offices. 908-09. 

Grant of pensions to the families of soldiers killed in the Biirmeiie 
Rebellion. 976. 

Inquiries in Bardoli and the North West Frontier Province. 977. 
Promotion of clerks to the lower division of the Secretariat. 1127- 
28. 

Ketr.?nchment of employees of the Bast Indian Railway Traffic 
Accounts Office, Howrah. 976-77. 

BATES OF INTEREST— 

Resolution re control of money lending and . 826-55. 

BATE W.iR— 

Question re carried out against the Pioneer Motor Tran.sport 

Steamer Company in East Bengal. 391-92. 

RATIO— 

Message from His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General re 
disallowance of motion for adjournment relating to the Exchange 
. 839. 

Motion for Adjournment re pronouncement re the Exchange . 

825-26. 

Question re cost of maintenance of the exchange at Is. 6d. 46-47. 

RAWALPINDI— 

Question re postmen and packers employed at the post office. 

683. 

REBATE (S)— 

Question re deferred system of British Shipping Companies. 

578-79. 

rebel (S)— 

Question re — 

Decapitation of the bodies of certain Burman hanged in Burma. 

171. 

Severance and exhibition of the heads of certain Burmese . 

505. 
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REBELLION— 

Question re — 

Burma . 993. 

Effect of the Burmese on Indian investments in Burma. 176. 

Grant of pensions to the families of soldiers killed in the Burmese 
. 976. 

The in Burma. 597-98. 

Kesolution re in Burma. 866-63. 

RECOMMEND AT ION ( S)— 

of the International Labour Conference re prevention of indus- 
trial accidents. 1408-10. 

RECRUIT (S)— 

Question re capitation charges for British Army in India. 12. 

BECllUlTMENT— 

Question re — 

Annual examination for to the ministerial establishment of the 

Government of India and Attached Offices. 782. 

and promotion of Muslims in the Secretariat and Attached 

Offices. 1129-31. 

for the postal service in the Madras Presidency. 804-06. 

in the office of the Royal Air Force on the eve of moving to 

Delhi. 1129. 

of depressed classes in Madras post offices. 994. 

of depressed classes in post offices. 994-95. 

of Goanese in Departments in the East African Colonies. 1401 . 

of Muslims in the Bengal and Assam postal circle. 796. 

of Muslims in the Sind and Baluchistan postal circle. 795. 

of Muslims to Government Departments. 822-23. 

of Muslims to Government of India offices. 1001-02, 1002-03. 

of Muslims to the Army and Royal Air Force headquarters 

offices. 1000-01. 

of Musalmans to the Military Accounts Department. 84-85. 

— — of residents of Delhi Province to services in the Punjab. 

877-78. 

of Sikh clerks on the North Western Railway. 767-68. 

of staff in the Quetta Head Post Office and the Baluchistan 

Division. 796. 

^ to the clerical establishment of the Government of India 

Secretariat and Attached Offices. 1407-08. 

to the Income-tax Department. 812-13. 

Stoppage of for the Indian Civil Service and other Impei'ial 

Services. 501-02. 

RED CROSS SOCIETY— 

Question ra officer of the Women’s Medical Service lent to the Indian* 
. 771-72. 
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BEDDI, MB. P, O,— 

Election of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408. 

BEDDI, MR. T. N. EAMAKRISHNA— 

Question re — 

Alleged differential treatment of Indian and non-Indian Directors 
of the Imperial Bank of India. 174-75. 

Amount of advances granted to Indian merchants by the Imperial 
Bank of India. 175. 

Appointment of committee of inquiry into workings of the Imperial 
ISsink of India. 175-76. 

Deposits with the Imperial Bank of India. 174. 

Effect of Burmese rebellion on Indian investments in Burma. 176.- 

Loans of the Government of India maturing in England and im 
India. 901. 

Promotion of upper subordinates in the Public Works Department.. 
1125. 

Provision of the Budget in connection with post oflSce eash certi- 
ficates. 901-02. 

Stocks of silver in coin and bullion. 902-03. 

Withdrawal of facilities granted to Indian merchants by the 
Imperial Bank of India. 175. 

World conference on silver. 902. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Dumping of Japanese rice into India. 4-5. 

Resolution re the Imperial Bank of India. 865-66. 
REDUCTION(S)— 

Question re — 

Communities affected in made in the Forest Research Institute 

and the Survey of India Department at Dehra Dun. 685-86. 

Possibility of of pay and pensions of Government servants. 

502-03. 

in number of apprentices in the Kharagpur railway workshops. 

518. 

of number of Departmental telegraph offices. 711. 

of superintendents of post offices. 706-07. 

REPUND(S)— 

Question re of Haj Pilgrim passage money. 503-04. 

regiments— 

Question re — 

Cost of moving from one station to another. 523. 

admitting members of depressed classes. 1112-13. 

^ admitting Mussulmans from the United Provinces. 83. 
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IIBGIILATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Allowances of the Frontier Committee and certain other com- 

mittees. 102-03. 

Frontier in force in the North West Frontier Province and 

Sind and decisions of cases by Jirgas. 98-99. 

Illness and treatment of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a detenu under III 

of 1818. 185-87. 

Imprisonment of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi under III of 1818. 54-55. 

Rules framed under III of 1818. 900-01. 

Arrest and detention of Mr. Vir Inder under III of 1818. 154. 

Detention under III of 1818 of Mr. Aziz Hindi of Amritsar. 

151-53. 

REGULATION HI OF 1818— 

See “ Regulation (s) 

RENT(S)— 

Question re — 

High in Bombay paid by the Army authorities. 1113-14. 

House allowance and Delhi camp allowance. 915. 

House and house allowances at Simla and Delhi. 916. 

and price of ‘‘ Thakersey House and “ Irwin House in 

Bombay. 888. 

charged at Longwood Hotel for Government officials and 

Members of the Central Legislature. 614. 

for bungalows recovered from the Manager and Assistant 

Manager, Government of India Press, Aligarh. 1407. 

for Government quarters paid by clerks in Simla and Delhi 

during the months of April and October. 984-85. 

free accommodation for staff of Attached Offices in New Delhi. 

917. 

Simla house allowance of Secretariat employees. 917. 

REPATR(S)— 

Question re tenders for work at the Government of India Press, 

Aligarh. 429-30. 

REPATRIATION— 

Question re — 

of Indian settlers from British colonies. 388-89. 

of Indians from abroad. 18-21. 

REFORT(S)— 

Question re — 

Congress on India’s financial obligations. 571-72. 

Discussion of the of the Retrenchment Committees. 1194*95. 

Opinions supporting the Hide Cess Enquiry Committee’s - — 
1174-75. 

Preparation of the Moral and Material Progress of India. 

386-87. 
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REPORT (S)—cowW. 

Question re — contd. 

Printing of of commissions on labour, retrenchment etc. 

1166-67. 

Quarterly of the Indian Trade Commission at Hamburg. 

1274. 

of committees on the Indianisation of the Army in India. 

87?-73. 

of the Bengal and North Western Railway Enquiry Committee. 

885-86. 

of the committee appointed on the recommendation of the 

defence sub-committee of the Round Table Conference. 872. 

of the Frontier Crimes Regulation Committee. 813-14. 

of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee. 1174. 

of the Indian Sandhurst Committee. 693. 

of the Posts and Telegraphs Accounts Enquiry Committee. 

697. 

of the Retrenchment Committees. 665-66, 813. 

of the Royal Commission on Labour. 387, 1172. 

on Co-operative Societies in Tanganyika by Mr. Strickland. 

421. 

Retrenchment proposals of the Jukes . 388. 

Statement laid on the table by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re 

of the committee on the purchase of the Bengal and North 

Western and Rohilkund and Kumaon Railways. 111-12. 

KEPORTEEr- 

Question rc refusal of a passport to England to the Chief of the 

Hindustan Times, K-26. 

REPRE8ENTATION(S)— 

Question re — 

Additional of mercantile community, and agricultural classes 

on the Round Table Conference. 1007-08. 

Communal in Central Government services. 579-80. 

Communal in the North Western Railway Accounts Depart- 

ment. 50-51. 

Fixation by statute of percentage of Muslim in Government 

services. 7. 

Muslim in certain Government of India oflSces in Calcutta. 

6 . 

Muslim in Pay and Accounts and Audit oflSces in the North 

West Frontier Province. 1006. 

Policy of communal on the North Western Railway. 767. 

by the Indian Match Manufacturers’ Association. 1191. 

from the East Indian Railway Press Employees’ Association. 

1170. 

of aborigines of Bihar and Orissa at the Round Table Confer- 
ence. 770-71. 
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REPRESENTATION (S)—con^d. 

Question re — eontd. 

of depressed classes in certain ofBices in Madras. 994. 

of Indians on public bodies in Fiji. 769-70. 

of Muslims in Government services. 515-16. 

of Muslims in the Postal and Railway Mail Service. 799-800. 

of Sikhs in the office of the Director General, Indian Medical 

Service. 805-06. 

of various communities in appointments of Executive Engineers 

in the Delhi Public Works Department. 979-80. 

on the plight of Indians in Burma. 777. 

REPRESENTATIVE (S)— 

Question re selection of a from the Earnatak for the Bound Table 

Conference. 438. 

RESEARCH (ES)— 

Question re — 

Constitution of the Governing Body of the Indian Fund 

Association. 293-94. 

into the action of Indian dri^s. 39-40. 

papers published by officers and assistants of the Meteorological 

Department. 611. 

RESEARCH DEPARTMENT— 

Question re recruitment for the Medical . 191-92. 

RESEARCH FUND ASSOCIATION— 

Question re — 

Governing Body of the Indian . 24-25. 

Reconstitution of the Governing Body of the . 892. 

Salaries of European and Indian research workers paid from the 

Indian . 191. 

See also “ Association (s) 

RESEARCH INSTITTJTE(S)— 

Question re — 

Establishment of a Central Medical . 892. 

Salaries of heads of . 892. 

See also “ Institute (s) ”, 

RESERVE CLBRK(S)— 

See “ Clerk (s) ”. 

RESERVE FORCES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

RESERVE OF OFFICERS— 

Question re Army in India . 47-49. 

RESIDENT MAGISTRATE (S)— 

Question re subordination of to Judicial Heads instead of to the 

Executive Department. 95 
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RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION— 

Bee Segregation 
BESOLUTION(S)— 

Question re — 

in the Madras Legislative Council to raise Madras Infantry 

battalions. 1112. 

of the All-India Conference re the Medical Register. 890-91. 

of the All-India Medical Conference. 524. 

in the Tanganyika Indian Conference. 421. 

passed at the All-India Medical Conference. 890. 

re — 

Agricultural distress. 218-54. 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 199-218. 
Control of money lending and rates of interest. 652-63, 826-55. 
Draft convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1509-25. 

Draft convention regulating hours of work in offices, hotels, etc. 
1525-31. 

Exchange, Gold Reserves and the Supplementary Finance Bill. 
1056-1104. 

Expenditure on roads. 1496-99. 

High Courts. 626-43. 

Imperial Bank of India. 865-66. 

Powers of the Governor General under the new constitution. 643- 
52. 

Pur(!hasc of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkiind and 
Kumapn Railways. 1499-1509. 

Rebellion in Burma. 855-64, 

RETRENCHMENT— 

Question re — 

Communal considerations in of staff in Government Depart- 

ments. 665. 

Conference at Simla on . 14. 

Cost of sub-committees and the effected by them. 424-25. 

Discharge on account of of Mr. Abdul Rashid from the office 

of the Chief Engineer, Surveys and Construction, Lahore. 582. 

Non in tlie salaries of guards and drivers on the North Western 

Railway. 284-85. 

Printing of reports of commissions on labour, , etc. 1166-67. 

at the cordite factory at Aravankadu. 934-36. 

at the Forest College, Dehra Dun. 176. 

carried out in Government Departments. 614. 

due to amalgamation of Audit and Accounts offices. 909-11. 

in Accounts and Audit Departments of State Railways. 389. 

in Accounts and Audit offices in Bengal. 1465-66. 

in Government of India offices in Calcutta. 1-2. 

in salaries of Departmental heads of Research Institutes. 527. 
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BETKBNCHMENT— conW. 

Question re — contd. 

in salaries on State ^^Iways.* 507-08. 

in Scientific and Technical Departments. 496. 

in the Archaeological Department. 1005. 

in the Army Department. 592-93. 

in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 429. 

in the Home Department. 1465. 

in the North West Frontier Province Accounts Offices. 1007. 

in the postal service. 705. 

in the salaries of superior services. 784. 

of a Sikh from the Agent^s Office, North Western Railway. 

671-72. 

of a Sikh from the Traffic Accounts Branch of the North 

Western Railway. 672. 

of employees of the East Indian Railway Traffic Accounts 

Office, Howrah. 976-77. 

of grant and staff of the Indian Research Fund Association. 

1198. 

of high officials. 88. 

of Indian staff on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 606. 

of Muslim employees of the Government of India Press, 

Aligarh. 821. 

of posts in the Army Department. 1153-54. . 

of Telegraphists. 710-11. 

of temporary railway engineers. 50. 

on Railways. 81-82, 182-83. 

on State Railways. 88-91, 911-12. 

on the North Western Railway. 172, 182-83, 283. 

proposals of the Jukes Report. 388. 

Safeguarding the interests of Muslims in in the Indian Army 

Ordnance Corps. 1106. 

Safeguarding the interests of Sikhs in on the North Western 

Railway. 283. 

Stoppage of the activities of the Archaeological Department by way 
of . 610-11. 

RETRENCHMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE— 

Question re memorandum of the All -India Postal and Railway Mail 
Service Union to the Posts and Telegraphs . 711-12. 

RETRENCHMENT COMMITTEE (S)— 

Question re — 

Discussion of the reports of the . 1194-95. 

Proposals before the . 392. 

Report of the . 813, 665-66. 
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BETRENCHMENT SUB-COICMITTEE— 

Question re witnesses examined in Bombay by the Posts and Telegraphs 
in Bombay. 709. 

REVENUE (S) — 

Question re — 

Decrease in customs . 479. 

Population, , etc., of certain Eanarese speaking districts. 436- 

37. 

realised by tiie Government of India. 666. 

REVENUE ESTABLISHMENT— 

Question re promotion of Anglo-Indian subordinates to the superior 
. 681. 

RICE— 

Question re — 

Dumping of Japanese into India. 4-5. 

Importation of Japanese . 172-73. 

BIOT(S)- 

Motion for adjournment re at Dera Ismail Ehan and at Chitta- 

gong. 615-17. 

Question re— 

Casualties in the Peshawar of 1930. 404. 

Persons killed and wounded in the in the Bannu district. North 

West Frontier Province. 1153. 

at Dera Ismail Ehan and Kulachi village. 608-09. 

in the North West Frontier Province. 609. 

Statement laid on the table by Mr. E. B. Howell re in the North 

West Frontier Province. 1201-02. 

ROAD(S)— 

Question re — 

Cost of the Bara Wafat-Khajuri and the military operations 

entailed in its construction. 405. 

Provision of a to the North of Burhanpur railway station. 

107. 

Repair of the Arracan in the district of Chittagong. 104. 

Resolution re expenditure on . 1496-99. 

ROAD COMMITTEE— 

Sec “ Committee (s) ”. 

road lighting— 

Question re maintenance of electric installation and in Old 

Delhi. 1134. 

Road side station(S)— 

See “ Station(8) 

Robbery (lES)— 

Question re in post offices in the districts of Chittagong and 

Dacca. 7. 
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ROHTIjKUND and kumaon railway— 

See Railway (s) 

BOMB— 

Question re activities of tlie International Chamber of Agriculture of 

. 1164 . 

BOORICEE— 

Question re appointment of Muslims on the station staff at . 100. 

BOUND TABLE CONFERENCE— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for — 

“ Expenditure in England — Secretary of State for India ’’ re — 

Non-representation of Nationalist Muslims in the . 1493-96. 

“ Miscellaneous ” re — 

Inadequate representation of Bengal at the . 1228-32. 

Inadequate representation of Mussalmans in the Federal Struc- 
ture and Minority Committees and the . 1241-43. 

Inadequate representation of the landholders and zamindars at the 
. 1237-41. 

Non-participation of the representatives of the Federation of 
Indian Merchants^ Chambers and Industries in the Federal 

Structure Committee and the . 1232-34. 

Non -representation of Orissa at the . 1234-37. 

Non-representation of the Jain community at the Federal Struc- 
ture Committee or the . 1243-44. 

Representation of non-Brahmins and Bombay Karnatak at the 

and Minorities Sub-Committees. 1246-49. 

Question re — 

Additional representation of mercantile community and agricultunil 
classes on the . 1007-08. 

Date of conclusion of the and publication of its results. 1127. 

Delegates to the from Bihar and Orissa. 1126-27. 

Expert inquiries carried out in India for the . 869-71. 

Nominations from the Punjab for the . 582-85. 

Non -representation of the people of cantonments at the . 801- 

02. 

Passages of delegates, etc. 867-68. 

Report of the Committee appointed on the recommendation of the 
Defence Sub-Committee of the . 872. 

Representation of aborigines of Bihar and Orissa at the . 770- 

71. 

Representation of Bengal landholders at the . 573. 

Representation of Gurkhas at the . 523. 

Representation of Shia Muhammadans at the . 523. 

Repi’csentation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce at the *• 

867. 

Representatives recommended by Bihar and Orissa for the 

600. 

Selection of a representative from the Karnatak for the 438. 
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ROY, MB. K. 0.— 

Expressions of regret on the death of 71-76. 

BOY, MB. M. N.— 

Question re withholding of telegrams sent by . 524. 

ROY, MB. S. N.— 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 317. 

Oath of office. 1. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE— 

Question re — 

Reeiuitment of Muslims to the Army and headquarter offices. 

1000 - 01 . 

Recruitments in the office of the on the eve of moving to Delhi. 

1129 . 

ROYAL COMMISSION(S)— 

See “ Commission (s) 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON LABOUR^ 

Question re report of the . 1172. 

See also under “ Labour ”. 

ROYAL INDIAN MARINE— 

Question re recruitment of Muslim Rajputs to the Air Service and 
the . 428. 

ROYAL MAIL SERVICE— 

Question re travelling allowance of officials transferred from 

Silchar. 898. 

RUBBER— 

Question re importation of cheap and canvas shoes from Japan. 

52 - 53 . 

RULE (Si- 

Question re — 

Change of for Metal Passes. 678-79. 

Definition of “ P’amily ” in the North Western Railwav Pass, . 

678. 

Exemption of Members of the Legislature from the Arms Act . 

99. 

Interpretation of a railway provident fund and gratuity . 

1200. 

New for payment of two annas on V. P. Parcels and registered 

newspapers. 433. 

Powers of the Railway Board of framing for the determination 

of salaries. 677. 

Racial discrimination in new leave on State Railways. 492. 

Revision and improvement of jail . 86-87. 

for the classification of prisoners. 86. 
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BULING(S)— 

Bffl(8)— 

A motion to refer a to a Select Committee is perfectly ill 

order without previous publication of the in the Gazette of 

India, but no Report of the Select Committee can be made or 
considered by the Assembly without such previous x>ublication. 
1183-84. 

When an alternative amendment is moved the old ground is not 
allowed to be covered because that is repetition. 1429. 

Demands for Supplementary Grants — 

Honourable Members are entitled to say that they 'will give only 

one rupee against a made by Government but in that case 

they will have to deal more with the financial aspect than with a 
particular grievance. 1228. 

If the does not contain a provision for any item, that item 

cannot be discussed under that particular demand. 1245. 

The fact that a motion appears on the Order Paper does not mean 
that the Chair has allowed that motion. A point of order can 
always be raised when a motion is attempted to be moved and it is 
always open to the Chair to rule that motion out of order. 1245. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

All the amendments of which notice had been previously given *to 
the Indian Press Bill which had since been "withdrawn, would 
be allowed to be moved in respect of the , with such modifi- 

cations as might be called for. 1277. 

Miscellaneous — 

An Honourable Member maj" read a few extracts to support the 
point of view which he holds, but he cannot be allowed to read 
elaborate extracts in the course of the debate. 321. 

An Honourable Member should resume his seat when a point of 
order is raised. 325. 

As soon as any unparliamentary expression is used, it is open to 
any Honourable Member to call attention to it. 1350. 

Honourable Members are not entitled to speak again, but they can 
briefly explain the reasons for withdrawing their motions. 1495. 

If an Honourable Member quotes an extract in refutation of an- 
other Honourable Member’s argument, it is not a personal expla- 
nation. 331. 

In making personal explanations, Honourable Members must restrict 
themselves to them only and should not make a reply. 1226. 

It is only the Chair that has the right to call Honourable Members 
to order. 317. 

The expression ‘‘ mean advantage " is very oflfensive and is not 
allowed. 1473. 

Question (s) — 

Honourable Members are entitled to ask in regard to legisla- 

tion which stands on the Indian Statute-book and any supple- 
mentary which deals directiy with that legislation is admis- 

sible. 990. 
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RUIilNQ ( S)— coW'W. 

Question (s) — confd. 

Honourable Members giving notice of short notice should be 

in their seats to put them. The Chair cannot allow any other 
Honourable Member to put that . 427. 

There is no rule or Standing Order which compels Government to 

give answers to . Honourable Members on the Treasury 

Benches are entitled to say that they want notice of a put 

as a supplementary . 600. 

Question re — 

Conflicting on the Law of Attachment. 995-96. 

Resolution(s) — 

A reference to the Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Bill 

is in order in the on the financial statement made by the 

Finance Member. 1058. 

Time Limit-^ 

There is no when legislation is being discussed. 337. 

RUNNING STAFF— 

Question re reduction of allowance of train to pre-war rates. 

286. 

RUPEE LOANS— 

See Loan(s) 
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8ADIIU SINGH— 

Question re appointment of , an electrician, on the North Western 

Railway. 766. 

SAHI, MR. RAM PRASAD NARATAN— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 4. 1428. 

SALARY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Powers of the Railway Board of framing rules for the determina- 
tion of . 677. 

Reduction of of superior officers. 611. 

Reduction of of the Indian Civil Service. 1154. 

Retrenchment in of Departmental heads of Research Institute. 

527. 

Retrenchment in on State Railways. 507-08. 

Retrenchment in the of superior services. 784. 

of local traffic service officers. 676. 

of the Health Commissioner with the Government of India. 

1157. 
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SALKBA— 

Question re construction by the East Indian Bailway of buildings at 
, Howr^di. 495. 

SALT (ADDITIONAL IMPORT DUTY) BILL— 

See Bill(s) 

SALT DEPARTMENT— 

Question re — 

Grievances of officers. 819. 

Selection of officers for the on its separation from the Ezoiae 

DciJartment. 818. 

SALTER, SIR ARTHUB- 
Question re — 

KecoDJmendations of . 170. 

Report of . 904-05. 

SANDHURST COMMITTEE— 

Question re — 

Failure to appoint a Sikh to the . 586. 

Report of the Indian . 693. 

SANITARY INSPECTORS— 

Qu'JstioFi re appointment of Sindhis as on the North Western 

Railway. 173-74. 

SANJIVA ROW, MR. K.— 

Oath of Office. 1. 

SANT SINGH, SARDAR- 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
Section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 447. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 962. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 3. 1332-33, 1335, 1336, 1353, 1358-63, 1368, 
1369. 

f Consideration of clause 4. 1372-73, 1411, 1415-21, 1429, 1430, 1436. 
Consideration of clause 5. 1437. 

Consideration of clause 6. 1439. 

Consideration of clause 9. 1445, 1446. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1446, 1447, 1448, 1449. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1449, 1452. 

Consideration of clause 25. 1455. 

Consideration of clause 30. 1456-57. 

Consideration of the Title and Preamble. 1462. 

Motioii to pass'. 1486-88. 

Qn(?stion re — 

Abolition of the local traffic service and creation of a new service. 
677. 
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SANT SINGH, SABDAB— conW. 

Question re — contd. 

Abolition of the Bailway Medical Department. 157. 

Abolition of travelling ticket examiners on the North Western 
Bailway. 284. 

Allegations made against Mr. Smith, Divisional Electrician, North 
Western Bailway, Multan. 768. 

Alleged favouritism of Anglo-Indian officers and subordinates on 
the North Western Bailw'ay. 677. 

Application of section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. 412. 

Appointment of Sadhu Singh, an electrician, on the North Western 
Bailway. 766. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Controllers on the North Westeim Bailway. 
671. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Deputy Postmasters-General and Post- 
masters. 681-82. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Head clerks on the North Western Bailway. 
669. 

Appointment of Sikhs as Staff and Assistant Staff Wardens on the 
North Western Bailway. 670. 

A])pointment of Sikhs as Traffic Inspectors, etc., on the North 
Western Bailway. 669-70. 

Appointment of Sikhs in Audit and Accounts Departments of the 
Government of India. 672-73. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Accounts Department of the North 
Western Bailwaj*. 669-70. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Clearing Accounts Office. 670. 

Appointment of Sikhs in the Postal Service in the Punjab. 682. 

Appointment of Sikhs on the North Western Bailway. 155-57, 671. 

Arrest and detention of Mr. Vir Inder under Begulation III of 
1818. 154. 

Branding of mares in the Jhelum canal colonies. 267-70. 

Change of rules for metal passes. 678-79. 

Clerks trained at the Training School for Accountants at Calcutta. 
671. 

Compensation to Sardar Ganga Singh for the shooting of his 
children and wife. 768-69. 

Complaint of horse-breeding grantees of land against die Army 
Bemount Officer, Sargodha. 270-71. 

Concessions and privileges allowed on State Bailways to Anglo- 
Indians and Indian subordinates. 681. 

Construction of a children’s ward at the Peshawar Hospital itt 
memory of the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 769. 

Conversion of travelling ticket e.'tarainers into special ticket 
examiners. 285-86. 

Dednition of “ Family ” in the North Western Bailway Pass Buies. 
678. 
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SANT SINGH, SABDABr-contd, 

Question re — contd. 

Detention under Regulation III of 1818 of Mr. Aisiz Hindi of 
Amritsar. 151-53. 

Difference in pay of local traffic service officers. 680-81. 
Employees of the Army Remount Department, Sargodha Circle. 
282. 

Employment of Sikhs on the North Western Railway. 282. 
llorse-hreeding in the Jhelum Canal Colonies. 267, 271-81. 
Horse-breeding in the Sargodha Circle. 294-97. 

Tll-hcalth of Ihsan Ibihi, a prisoner in the Central Jail, Lahore. 
153. 

Import of wheat under the Wheat (Import Duty) Act. 109-10 
Indianisation of the Commercial and Engineering Superior Services 
of the North Western Railway. 673-76. 

Lengthy retention of the post of Superintendent of Post Offices, 
Madras Circle, by Kao Bahadur 6. Narasimha Naidu. 154-55. 
Loss or gain by the maintenance of exchange at Is. 6d. 108-09. 
Memorial to the children of Sardar Ganga Singh. 769. 

Metal railway passes lost or misused. 677-78. 

Non-retrenchment in the salaries of guards and drivers on the North 
Western Railway. 284, 285. 

Non- transference of the Indian officer of the Army Remount Depart - 
ment, Sargodha Circle. 281. 

Pay of ticket examiners on the North Western Railway. 286. 
Poliev of communal representation on the North Western Railway. 
767. 

Postmen and ])ackers employed at the Rawalpindi Post Office. 683. 
Powers of Assistant Traffic Superintendents. 679. 

Powers of the Railway Board of framing rules for the determina- 
tion of salaries. 677. 

Price of wheat. 157-58, 164-65. 

Promotion of Anglo-Indian subordinates to the superior revenue 
establishment. 681. 

Protection of Sikh interests on the North Western Railway. 672. 
Kecrnitment of Sikh clerks on the North Western Railway. 767-68. 
Reduction of allowance of train running staff to pre-war rates. 286. 
Release of political prisoners in the Punjab. 282. 

Release of S. Dhanna Singh, a prisoner of Lyallpur. 925. 
Representation of Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs on the Peshawar 
Municipality. 159-64. 

Result of the Divisional Personnel Officers' Conference at Lahore. 
767. 

Retrenchment of a Sikh from the Agent’s Office, North Western 
Railway. 671-72. 

Retrenchment of a Sikh from the Traffic Accounts Branch of the 
North Western Railway. 672. 
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3ANT SINQH, SABDAB— concld. 

Question re — concld. 

Betrencbment on the North Western Bailway. 283. 

Safei^ardiug of the interests of Sikhs in tiie postal service. 682- 
83. 

Sal'c(niarding the interests of Sikhs in retrenchment on the North 
Western Bailway. 283. 

Safeguarding the interests of Sikhs on the North Western Bailway. 
768. 

Salaries of local traflSc service ofScers. 676 

Separation of the office of the District and Sessions Judge, Ajmer, 
fx'om that of Commissioner and Collector, Ajmer-Merwara. 508. 

Shooting of the wife and sons of Sardar Ganga Singh at Peshawar. 
158. 

Special and travelling ticket eixaminers on the North Western 
Eailway; 285. 

TravoUing allowance of probationers sent to outstations on the 
North Western Railway. 679-80. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Complaint by Pandit Jaxvahar Lai Nehru against tampering with 
his letters in the post office. 167. 

Cost of retrenchment sub-committees and the retrenchment effected 
by them. 425. 

I’assports for pei'sons leaving India. 513-15. 

Position of minorities in services under the control of the Central 
Government. 477. 

Prosecutions of Siklis for the posses.sion of “ Kirpans ”. 772-73. 

Besolulion re agricultural distress. 227. 231. 

See also xinder “ Hari Raj Swarup. Lala ” for questions put on behalf 
of . 

SARDA, RAT SAHIB HARBHjAS— 

Ancient Jlonuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1207-14, 1215, 1217, 1218, 
1224, 1226-27. 

Indian Licome-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 135-36. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of Public Health Commissioner with the 
Government of India. 290. 

Admission to the Lowest Selection Grade Examination of junior 
oflieials from the Central Postal Circle. 765. 

Attendance of the Public Health Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India at conferences outnde India. 291-94. 

Compensation to Sardar Ganga Singh and memorial for his children. 
608. 

Constitution of the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund 
Association. 293-94. 
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SARDA, BAI SAHIB HABBILAS--eon«(2. 

Question re — eonid. 

Educational Code for Ajmer-Merwara. 1156. 

Examination for postal accountants. 417. 

Progress of education in Ajmer-Merwara. 1155-56. 

Salaiy of the Health Commissioner with the Government of India. 
1157. 

Satisfaction by the Raja of Pisangan of the demands of his peasants. 
1156-57. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Superintendent of Education, 
Ajmer-Merwara. 1135-36. 

Ap]Jointnient of magistrates and judicial officers in Ajmej’-Merwara 
from a major province. 511-12. 

Promotion of ministerial officers in Ajmer-Merwara to be magistrates 
and judicial officers. 510-11. 

SARGODHA— 

Question re — 

Complaints of horse-breeding grantees of land against the Army 
Remount Officer, . 270-71. 

Employees of the Army Remount Department, Circle. 282. 

Horse-breeding in the Circle. 294-97. 

Non -transference of the Indian officer of the Army Remount Depart- 
ment, Circle. 281. 

SARMA, MR. R. S.— 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 532-33. 
Rc.sol'ation re control of money lending and rates of interest. 833-34. 

SAVINGS BANK— 

Question re , cash certificate and Government security work in 

post offices. 194. 

SCHOOL{S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an untrained teacher in the Government Secondary 
at Pisangan, Ajmer-Merwara 1187. 

Clerks trained at the Training for accountants at Calcutta. 

671. 

Government grant to the D. A. V. High , Ajmer. 1187-b8. 

Hindu and Muhammadan teachers appointed and dismissed on the 
recommendation of the District Inspector of , Delhi. 602. 

Inspection of in Ajmer-Merwara. 113649. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan teachers employed in io 

Delhi. 1108. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muslim in Delhi. 1108. 

Quarters of the boarding house at the Government High -, Delhi- 

603. 
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8CJI00L(S) — contd. 

^^uestion re — contd. 

Teachers appointed to technical by the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

519. 

Transfer of the District Inspector of , Delhi. 602. 

Statement (laid on the table) by the Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian 

Sir h'azl'i'Husain regarding number of English high and 

colleges in India. 1175. 

gCHUSTBR, THE HONOURABLE SIB GEORGE— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant in respect of — 

Exi)enditure in England under the control of the Secretary of State 
for India. 1492. 

Miscellaneous. 1228. 

Finance Ftill — 

Ob j (action to introduction of a Second . 1203-04. 

Indian Finance (Supplementary and Extending) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1264, 1269-71, 1272. 

Indian Income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 113-19, 124, 130, 135. 

Land Customs (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 67. 

Motions to consider and pass. 566. 

Motion for adjournment re pronouncement re the exchange ratio. 
825-26. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Miscel- 
hmeous re inadequate representation of Bengal at the Round 
Table Conference. 1232. 

Point of order raised by re his objection to the last paragraph of 

Llr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty’s Resolution re exchange, gold 
reserves and the Supplementary Finance Bill. 1056-57. 
Provisional Collection of Taxes Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 69. 

IMotion to consider. 735-36. 

Motion to pass. 736. 

Resolution re agricultural distress. 244-49. 

Statement by on the financial position. 713-15, 1029-38, 1219-64. 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DEPARTMENTS— 

Question rc retrenchment in . 496. 

SCOTT, MR. J. RAMSAY— 

Resolution re exchange, gold reserves and the Supplementary Finance 
Bill. 1072-74. 1088-98, 1100. 

SECOND CLASS— 

Question re intermediate and North Western Railway passes to 

Puri. 489. 


USSLAD 
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SECOND DIVISION— 

See Lower Division 

SECONDARY SCHOOL— 

See ‘‘ Sehool(s) 

SECRETARIAT— 

Question re — 

AboJilioii of the separation allowance of the Government of India 
staff. 930, 985. 

Absorption of attached and subordinate offices in departments of 
the . 1115. 

Alleged favouritism in the Army Department . 595-96. 

Allowances of staffs of the — — and attached offices in Delhi and 
Simla. 915, 916, 917. 

Appointment of Oriyas in the Government of India and 

attached offices. 1116. 

Appointments in the - and attached offices. 884-85. 

Conveyance allowance for staff in Delhi. 1189-90. 

Conveyance allowance granted to the staff of the Government of 
India at Delhi. 985-86. 

Discri])iination in pay between the and attached and subordi- 

nate offices. 1115. 

Head.iiisrters of the Government of India and attached offices. 

934. 

Pay and allowances of staff of the Government of India and 

attached offices. 1400-01. 

Pay of clerks in tin* and attached offices. 997-98. 

Promotion of clerks to the lower division of the . 1127-28. 

Rceriiitment and promotion of Muslims in the and attached 

offices. 1129-31. 

Recrniiment to the clerical establishment of the Government of 
India and attached offices. 1407-08. 

Simla house-rent allowance of employees. 937. 

Working hours in the . 1135. 

SECRET AHY(IES) 

Question re — 

Appointment of a superannuated officer as of the Rajputana 

Board of Secondary Education. 1188. 

ApjMiintraent of Joint , Department of Education, Health and 

Lands. 928-29. 

SECKETARY OP STATE FOR INDIA— EXPENDITURE 

ENGLAND— 

Demand for Supplementary Grant. 1492. 

Motion to .reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ ' — ” 
non-representation of Nationalist Muslims in the Round TaW^ 
Conference. 1492-96. 
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SECUNDERABAD— 

Question re appointment of President of the Cantonment Board. 

787. 

SEEDS— 

Question re grant of special railway freight rates for grains, , etc., 

from Poona. 45. 

SEGREGATION— 

Question re residential in Mombasa. 16-17. 

SELECTION GRADE— 

Question re — 

Afimission of Railway Mail Service clerks to the examination. 

1400. 

Admission to the lowest examination of junior of&cials from the 

Central Postal Circle. 765. 

Creation of an additional post in each Railway Mail Service 

division. 1400. 

SELECTION GRADE EXAMINATION— 

Question re — 

Lowest — — for th<‘ Posts and Telegraphs Departments. 633. 

Nomination for of t*<Mndidates in the Delhi General Post Office. 

1379. 

SELECTION GRADE POSTS— 

Question re in the Simla General Post Office. 1377. 

SEN, MR. S. C.- - 

Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select (^mmittee. 1050-51. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Point of order raised by that the Bill aa introduced in the 

Assembly has not been published in the Gazette and therefore 
all proceedings taken thereafter, viz,, the report of the Select 
Committee, are ultra vires, illegal and void. 1176-78. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1312-14. 
Consideration of clause 3. 1353. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1430-31, 1432-33. 

Consideration of clause 23. 1450-52. 

Consideration of clause 30. 1458-59. 

SEN, PANDIT SATYENDRA NATH— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1304-05. 

Ct nsideration of clause 3. 1331-32. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1431-32. 

Consideration of clause 30. 1456. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli detention 

camp. 767-58. 
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SEN, PANDIT SATYENDRA NATH— conW; 

Question re — 

Collieries owned by Government in Bengal, Bihar and the Centra 
Provinces. 878. 

Correspondence dealing with allegations against the Persona 
Assistant to the Army Secretary. 923-24. 

Duties of an OfScer on Special Duty in the Army Department 
924. 

Promotion and pay of the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary 
922-23. 

SENTENCES— 

Question re life awarded to Pandit Jagat Ram and Bhai Jawah*] 

Singh. 49-50. 

SEPARATION ALLOWANCE— 

Question re abolition of the of the Government of India Secre- 

tariat staff. 985. 

&ee also under Allowance (s) 

SERVANTfS)— 

Question re — 

A.clniission to the Arya Samaj of Government . 875. 

Government murdered during the last five years. 1185. 

Reduction of travelling allowance of Government and Members 

of the Central Legislature. 611-12. 

SERVICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Abcliiion of the Local Traffic and creation of a new . 

677. 

Bengal and other Muslims appointed in Government . 517. 

Communal representation in Central Government . 579-80. 

Fixation by statute of percentage of Muslim representation in Gov- 
ernment . 7. 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non- Asiatic non-superior officer;! 
in railway . 598-99. 

I)idia:iisation of superior in the Engineering Department of 

the Calcutta Port Trust. 593-94, 595. 

Organisation of the Indian State Air . 883. 

Recruitment of residents of Delhi province to in the Punjab. 

877-78. 

Representation of Muslims in Government . 515-16. 

Rules for the admission of candidates to the Indian Civil and 

other Imperial . 977-78, 978. 

BESSIONb JUDGE— 

Question re separation of the office of the District and , 

from that of Commissioner and Collector, Ajmer-Merwara. 
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SHAFBE DAOODI, MAULVl MUHAMMAD— 

Qaestion re safegnarding of Muslim interests in accounts and audit 
offices in the North West Frontier Province. 383. 

SHAHANI, MR.— 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of Mr. Alexander. and U Tok 

Kyi. 56-59. 

SHAH NAWAZ, MIAN MUHAMMAD— 

Expressions of regret on the death of Mr. K. C. Roy. 76. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 314-16. 
Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 30. 1456, 1457. 

Question re horse-breeding in the Jhclum Canal Colonies. 279, 230. 
Question (Supplementary) re horse-breeding in the Sargodha Circle. 
295. 

Resolution re — 

Agricultural distress. 223-27, 229, 230, 231, 233. 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 211. 
Control of money lending and rates of interest. 659, 829-31, 811, 
850, 

Powers of the Governor General under the new constitution. 649, 
651. 

SIIANAN POWER HOUSE— 

See “ Power House ”. 
sriBD(S)— 

Question re — 

Inconvenient use made of the passenger and platforms at Bur- 

hanpur railway station. 107. 

Lack of a and other facilities for passengers at Jhansi railway 

station. 580. 

SHERIFF OF CAJjCTTTTA (POWERS OF CUSTODY) BILL ~ 

See “ BilKs) ”. 

SHIA MUHAMMADANS— 

See " Muhammadan (s) ”. 

SHILLIDY, MR. J. A.— 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 66. 

Motions to consider and pass. 562, 563. 

Recommendation of the International Labour Conference re pveven- 
tion of industrial accidents. 1408-10. 

Resolution re — 

Draft convention regulating hours of work in offices, hotel, etc, 
1529-31. 

Expenditure on roads. 1496-97, 1498-99. 

Statement laid on the table by re purchase of stores by the High 

Commissioner for India. 618-25. 
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SHIPPING COMPANIES— 

Question re deferred rebates system of British . 578-79. 

SHOES— 

Question re importation of cheap rubber and canvas from Japan. 

52-53. 

S.0OLAPUR— 

Question re release of prisoners. 524. 

SHOOTING (S)— 

Motion for adjournment re of detenus at the Hijli detention camp. 

713, 744-64. 

Question re — 

CoiU])eiisation to Sardar Ganj^a 8in^h for the of his children 

and i^ife. 768-69. 

of the wife and sons of Sardar Ganj^a Singh at Peshawar. 158. 

SEOP(S)— 

Question rc — 

Appointment of Indians in the carriage and wagon of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, Ajmer. 876. 

run by the Head Clerk, Government of India Press. Simla. 

1160. 

SIGNALLERS— 

Question re postal and departmental telegraphists. 707. 

SIKHfS)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of and Hindus as draftsmen on the North 

AVostern Railway. 491-92. 

Appointment of as Controllers on the North Western Railway. 

671. 

Appointment of as Deputy Postmaster-General and Post- 

masters. 681-82. 

Ap])ointment of as Head Clerks on the North Western Railway. 

669. 

Appointment of as Staff and Assistant Staff Wardens on the 

North Western Railway. 670. 

Appointment of as Traffic Inspectors, etc., on the North 

Western Railway. 669-70. 

Appointment of Gazetted Officers to the North Western Rail- 

way. 585. 

Appointment of in Audit and Accounts Departments of the 

Government of India. 672-73. 

Appointment of in the Accounts Department of the North 

Western Railway. 669-70. 

Appointment of in the Clearing Accounts Office. 670. 

Ap])ointment of in the postal service in the Punjab. 682. 

Appointment of on the North Western Railway. 155-57, 671. 
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SIKH(S)— conW. 

Question re — contd. 

ilppointment of to Accounts Services on the North Western 

Railway. 585-86. 

Appointment of to the Indian Oivil Service in the Punjab. 

587. 

Appointment of to the Tele^aph Engineering Department, 

Lahore Division. 588-89. 

Employment of in the office of the Accountant General, Punjab. 

587. 

Employment of on the North Western Railway. 282. 

Failure to appoint a to the Sandhurst Committee. 586. 

Hindu and population in Bengal and the Punjab. 878-79. 

Number of employed in certain offices. 775-76. 

Prosecutions of for the possession of ‘‘ Kirpans 772-73. 

Protection of interests on the North Western Railway. 672. 

Recruit/nent of clerks on the North Western Railway. 767-68. 

Representation of Hindus, Muslims and on the Peshawar 

Municipality. 159-64. 

Representation of and Hindus on the Peshawar Municipal 

Committee. 587-88. 

Representation of in certain Accounts offices and the Public 

Works Department. 613. 

Representation of in the office of the Director-General, Indian 

Medical Service. 805-06. 

Retrenchment of a from the Agent^s Office, North Western 

Railway. 671-72. 

Retrenchment of a from the Traffic Accounts Branch of the 

North Western Railway. 672. 

Safeguarding of the interests of in Pay and Accounts Offices. 

776. 

Safeguarding of the interests of in the postal service. 682-83. 

Safeguarding the interests of in retrenchment on the North 

Western Rail>vay. 283. 

Safeguarding the interests of on the North Western Railway, 

768. 

candidates at examinations for the clerical service in Govern- 
ment of India offices. 775. 

8ILCHAR— 

Question re — 

Transfer from of office bearers of the local postal union. 897- 

98. 

Travelling allowance of Railway Mail Service officials transferred 
from . 898. 
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SXLVEK— 

Question re — 

Conference at Paris on the question. 997. 

Stocks of in coin and bullion. 902-03. 

Wc^rld Conference on . 902. 

SIMLA— 

Question re — 

Allotment of clerks’ quarters at Phagli, . 1110-11. 

Allotment of Government quarters in . 883-84. 

Allowances of staffs of the Secretariat and attached offices in Delhi 
and . 915, 916, 917. 

Appointment of Hindus to the Government of India Press, . 

1172-73. 

Appointment of Muslims in the General Post Ofnee. 1377, 

1378-79. 

Appointment of temporary postal clerks at Dellii and . 798. 

Charge for excess ’water at Government quarters in and Nevr 

Delhi. 926. 

Charge for excess water a1 the clerks’ quarters, Phagli, — 925- 

26.' 

Conference at on retrenchment. 14. 

Employment of relatives of the head clerk in the Government of 
India Press, . 1160-61. 

Excess water rates charged for quarters in Phagli, . 973. 

House-rent and house-rent allowance at and Delhi. 916. 

Introduction of water meter cards in and New Delhi. 975. 

Kitchens of the Assembly quarters at Longwood, . 613-14. 

Meters attached to clerks’ (luarters at Phagli, . 993. 

Move to and from . 397. 

Move to . 406. 

Provision of increased intermediate class accommodation for the 
move from to Delhi. 1194. 

Qualifications and communities of the employees of the Government 
of India Press, . 1172. 

Rent lor Government quarters paid by clerks in and Delhi 

during the months of April and October. 984-85. 

Selection grade posts in the General Post Office. 1377. 

Shop run by the Head Clerk, Government of India Press. . 

1160. 

SIMLA HOUSE-RENT ALLOWANCE— 

See ‘‘ Allowance (s) ”. 

SIMLA TDIE— 

Question re 


-. and standard time. 996. 
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SIND— 

Question re — 

Allep:ations against the Superintendent of Post Offices, Lower 

and Persian Gulf Division. 791-92. 

Employment of Muslims in the Lower and Persian Gulf Postal 

Division. 793. 

Extra powers of the Commissioner of . 95. 

Frontier Begulations in force in the North West Frontier Province 

and and decision of cases by jirgas. 98-99. 

Muslims employed in the Railway Mail Service, and Baluchis- 

tan circle. 793. 

N(.n- appointment of Muslims to the Railway Mail Service in the 

and Baluchistan circle. 793. 

Number of Muslims employed in the Lower and Persian Gulf 

Postal Division. 792. 

Number of Sahiti Hindus and Muslims employed in the Lower 

and Persian Gulf Postal Division. 793. 

Fay of Assistant Commissioners of Income-tax in Bombay and . 

97. 

Preponderance of Hindus in appointments in the North West 

Frontier Province, and Baluchistan. 1381. 

Rfici*aitment of Muslims in the and Baluchistan Postal Circle. 

795. 

Su])erinteijdents and Postmasters in the and Baluchistan Postal 

Circle. 798. 

81NDHI(S)— 

Question n — 

Appointment of as heads of departmejit^ in the North AVestern 

Railway Offices, Lahore. 174. 

Appointment of as Sanitarj^ Inspectors on the North Western 

Railway. 173-74. 

81NGH, MR. GAYA PRASAD— 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 1206-07. 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of 
section 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 43944, 448, 449, 453, 456, 
465, 471-73. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 736, 947. 

Indian Mines (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 562. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 303, 318, 319,. 
325, 326, 337, 540. 

Motion for leave to withdraw. 1273. 
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SINGH, MR. GAYA mASAD—eontd. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1284, 1285. 

Consideration of clause 3. 1333, 1334, 1340, 1341, 1351. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1411, 1433-34. 

Motion for adjournment re shooting of detenus at the Hijli detention 
camp. 745, 754. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for Miscel- 
laneous re inadequate nipresentation of the landholders and 
zainindars at the Round Table Conference. 1238. 

Question re — 

Action taken against volunteers of the Afghan Youth League or the 
Khudai Khidrnatgars in the North West Frontier Province. 13- 
14. 

Alleged differential treatment of Indian and non-Indian Directors 
of the Imperial Bank of India. 174-75. 

Alleged persecution of Muslims in Tanganyika. 422. 

Amount of advances given to Indian merchants by the Imperial 
Bank of India. 175. 

Appointment of a committee of inquiry on the working of the 
Impel ial Bank of India. 175-76. 

Appointment of a Land and Development Officer in the Public 
Works Department, New Delhi. 1404-05. 

Aiipointment of a Trade Commissioner in East Africa. 423. 

Appointment of Indian Officers as Adjutants. 522-23. 

Arms licenses for Europeans and Indians in Tanganyika. 423. 

Arrest and deportation of Miss Gcissler. 425-26. 

AttendaTice by Gov('rnment servants at political meetings. 1157. 

Benefit secured by India under the Hoover Moratorium. 165. 

Capitation charges for British Army recruits in India. 12. 

Censorship of reports of the Cawnpore disturbances. 15. 

Chemical preparations manufactured in India. 49. 

Common electoral roll for the Kenya Legislative Council. 17. 

Commutation of death sentences. 23. 

Complaint by Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru against tampering with 
his letters in the post office. 167. 

Conference at Simla on retrenchment. 14. 

Cost of moving regiments from one station to another. 523. 

Cost of retrenchment sub-committees and the retrenchment effected 
by them. 424-25. 

Creation of an All-India Medical Council. 24. 

Cultivation of drugs in India. 38-39. 

Delay in opening of the Third Class Booking Office at Patna Junc- 
tion Railway station. 23-24. 

Deposits with the Imperial Bank of India. 174. 

Disturbances in Burma. 10-11. 
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SINOH, MR. GAYA PRASAD — conid. 

Question re — contd. 

Drugs available in India purchased by Government Medical Stores. 
39. 

Effect of the Burmese rebellion on Indian investments in Burma. 
176. 

Electorates in Fiji. 424. 

European and Indian ladies waiting rooms at Ajmer railway station. 
424. 

Formation of an Indian Air Force. 8-9. 

Frequent changes of Directors of the Ilafflcine Institute, Bombay. 
19293. 

Garhwali military prisoners. 10. 

Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund Association. 24-25. 

Government help for the Bharat Steam Navigation Company. 421- 

22 . 

Grant of special railway freight rates for grains, seeds, etc., from 
Poona. 45. 

Import duties in Tanganyika on Indian imports. 420. 

Indian Air Service from Karachi to Calcutta. 21-22. 

Indians, Anglo-Indians and Europeans retrenched from railways 
and Government departments. 14-15. 

Indians repatriated to India from abroad. 18-21. 

Malaria cases and the supply of quinine. 41-42. 

Materials supplied by India for the Great War. 8. 

Medical facilities for Europeans, Indians and Africans in Tang- 
anyiKa. 422-23. 

Merging of Wireless and Cable companies in India. 11-12. 

Messrs. Tata and Company ^s offers for running the Air Mail Service 
in India. 400-01. 

Non-representation of the province of Bihar and Orissa on ihc East 
Indian Railway Advisory Committee. 21. 

Non-restoration to the Congress of the Ashram in Tliana Bihpur 
in Bihar. 771. 

Officer of the Women’s Medical Service lent to the Indian Red Cross 
Society. 771-72. 

Police action against two Indians in Tanganyika. 790-91. 

Political prisoners in the province of Bihar and Orissa. 15. 

Prices of quinine. -45. 

Proliibition of a drama in the North-West Frontier Province. 9-10. 

Prohibition of Gandhi caps and khaddar m Bannu cantonment. 12- 
13. 

Protest by Indian employers’ delegates at the International Labour 
Conference, Geneva. 166. 

Quali/lcations of candidates for Indian Medical Service. 25. 

Racial discrimination in the provision of electric fans in jaib. 166 - 

W. 



290 


INDBZ TO T.HWTST.ATIVII ASSBMBLt' DKBATSB. * 


SINOH, ME. GAYA mASAD—contd. 

Question re — condd. 

Eaeial discrimination on Italian steamers. 421. 

JRecommendations of Drug Committees. 32>3S. 

Kccniitment for the Medical Ecsearch Department. 191-92. 

Eecruitment of Goanese in Departments in the East African colonies. 
1401 

Refusal of a passport to England to the Chief Reporter of the 
llwdmtan Times, 25. 

Refusal of permission to Maulanas Muhammad Ishaq and Muham- 
mad Irfan to enter the North West Frontier Province. 12. 

Refusal of the Tanganyika Indian delegation to attend the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee. 422. 

Release of Sholapur prisoners. 524. 

Report on co-operative societies in Tanganyika bv Mr. Strickland. 
421. 

Kejiresentation from Pandit Kashi Prasad Dikshit, formerly a clerk 
in the Government Press, Allahabad. 523-24. 

Eepresentation of aborigines of Bihar and Orissa at the Round 
Table Conference. 770-71. 

Eepresentation of Gurkhas at the Round Table Conferenci;. 523. 

Representation of Indians on public bodies in Fiji. 709-70. 

Representation of Shia Muhammadans at the Round I’able Confer- 
ence. 523. 

Researches into the action of Indian Drugs. 39-40. 

Residential segregation in Mombasa. 16-17. 

Resolution of the Tanganyika Indian Conference. 421. 

Salaries of Europeans and Indian research workers paid by Indian 
Research Fund Association. 191. 

Scheme for closer union in East Africa. 17-18. 

Sedition Ordinance in Fiji. 424. 

Sentence of whipping given to a boy in Kenya. 419-20. 

Smuggling of opium from Nepal into Bihar and Orissa. 15-16. 

Speech by the Governor of the Punjab. 15. 

Stocks of quinine in India. 4041. 

Treatment of malaria and area of cinchona plantation.s. 42-44. 

Withdrawal of facilities granted tn Indian merchants by the Imperial 
Bank of India. 175. 

Withholding of telegrams sent by Mr. M. N. Roy. 524. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Abolition of the post of A.ssistant Superintendent of Education, 
Ajmer-Merwara. 1135-36. 

Appointment of magistrates and judicial officers in Ajmer-Merwara 
from a major province. 511-12. 

Appointment of Mr. Bovenschen to the Army Retrenchment Sub- 
committee. 386. 
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81 NGH, MR. GAYA PRASAD— concW. 

Question (Supplements^) re — contd. 

Appointment of Muslims on the station staff at Roorkee. 100. 

Articles in the Statesman about Kashmir. 990-91. 

Detention under Regulation III of 1818 of Mr. Aziz Hindi of 
Amritsar. 153. 

Discussion of the reports of the retrenchment committees. 1195. 

Employment of Indians trained abroad in Civil Aviation. 883. 

Frontier Regulations in force in the North West Frontier Province 
and Sind and decision of cases by jirgas. 98. 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non-Asiatic non-superior officeins 
in Railway Service. 599. 

Halting allowance payable at Delhi to the Deputy Director for 
Exploration. 807-08 . 

Horse-breeding in the Jhelum Canal Colonies. 278, 280. 

Lack of a shed and other facilities for passengers at Jhansi Railway 
station. 580. 

Move to and from Simla. 397. 

Paucity of Muslim clerks in offices of the Central Government. 999- 

1000. 

Paucity of Muslims in the Army Department. 1000. 

Possibility of reductions of pay and pensions of Government servants. 
503. 

Posts retrenched in the Army Department. 1153-54. 

Purchase of the Assam Bengal Raihvfiy. 574. 

Recruitment of Muslims to Government of India offices. 1001-02, 
1002-03. 

Recruitment of Muslims to the Army and Royal Air Force Head- 
quarters offices. 1001. 

Reduction in number of members of the Public Service Commission. 
1119-21. 

Repatriation of Indian settlers from British colonies. 389. 

Reports of retrenchment committees. 665-66. 

Representation of Sikhs in the office of the Director Oeneral, Indian 
Medical Service. 805-06. 

Retrenchment in the Archneological Department. 1005. 

Retrenchment on railways. 82. 

Retrenchments carried out in Government departments. 615. 

Transfer of control of tlie civil administration of Aden from the 
Government of Bombay to the Government of India. 690. 
Resolution re — 

Draft convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1513-17, 1518. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkund and 
Kumaon Railways. 1505-06. 

^^ITARAMARAJU, MR. B.— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill 

Consideration of clause 3. 1330-31, 
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SITAEAAIAltAJU, MR. B.—contd. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — contd. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1414. 

Question re — 

Alleged prohibition of the emplo3nnent of graduates in the postal 
department. 411-1 2. 

Employment in the postal department of the sons of postal employees. 
51. 

Expenditure on Agricultural Research. 416. 

Inconvenient timings of the Grand Trunk Ex])ress between Madras 
and Delhi. 907-08. 

Raising of loans for India in foreign countries. 411. 

The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 414-16. 

The recent Indian sterling loan. 411. 

Transfer of Deputy Postmaster-General between Madras and Lahore. 
61. 

Bequest by to the Chair to give a ruling on the point whether the 

amendments to the Indian Press Bill, notice of which had already 
been given, would be taken into consideration in the course of dis- 
cussion on the Indian Press (Emergency Power) Bill. 1277. 

Resolution re — 

Draft convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1520-21. 

Draft convention regulating hours of work in ofiBces, hotels, etc. 
1525-27, 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkund and 
Kumaon Railways. 1502. 

SKINS— 

Question re removal of the export duty on hides and . 1174. 

SMITH, MK.- 

Question re — 

Allegations made against , Divisional Electrician, North Western 

Railway, Multan. 768. 

Allegations of corruption against , Divisional Electrician, North 

Western Railway, Multan. 612-13. 

SMUGGLING— 

Question re of opium from Nepal into Bihar and Orissa. 15-16. 

SOCIETY(TES)-- 

Question re encouragement of Archaeological Research by private or 
semi-government Indian . 570. 

SOHAN SINGH, SIRDAR^ 

Election of to the Standing Committee for the Department of 

Industries and Labour. 618. 

Question re — 

Absorption of Indian Match Companies by the Western Indian Match 
Company. 1190-91. 
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SOHAN SINGH, SARDAI^-conW. 

Question re — cowtd. 

Currency withdrawn from circulation and the Government of India’s 
new loan. 1401. 

Low prices of wheat. 1116. 

Protection for the match industry. 1190, 1191. 

Railway freight on wheat and cotton. 1117. 

BeprcKcntation by the Indian Match Manufacutrers’ As.socistion. 
1191. 

SOLDIERS— 

Question re grant of pensions to the families of killed in the 

Burmese rebellion. 976. 

SORTER(S)— 

Resolution re — 

Platform attendance by Railway Mail Service . 887. 

Uniforms of postal and telegraph peons and — — . 701. 

SOUTH APRICA— 

Question re — 

Conference on the Indian question in . 395. 

Indians repatriated from . 572. 

See also “ Africa 

SPECIAL MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) ACT— 

See “ Act(s) 

SPEECH— 

Question le by the Governor of the Punjab. 15. 

SPRINGS— 

Question re utilisation of thermal in India. 894. 

STAFF — 

Question re — 

Allowance of the ministerial of the Government of India offices 

in Delhi. 712. 

Bungalows for the managing of the Government of India Press, 

New Delhi. 1406. 

Communal considerations in retrenchment of — — in Government 
departments. 665. 

Communities represented in the of the Income-tax Department 

in Bihar and Orissa. 590-92. 

Employment by the railways of to receive and deliver letters to 

railway officials. 256. 

Examination for lower paid of railways. 1201. 

Overworked postal . 704-05. 

Overworked railway at Bhatni station on the Bengal and North 

Western Railway. 1199-1200. 
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STAFF— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Pay, appointments and dismissals of supervising and operating 

of the East Indian Railway Press. 1169-70. 

Pay of officers and of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 

709-10. 

Retrenchment of grant and of the Indian Research Fund 

Association. 1198. 

Retrenchment of Indian on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 506. 

of the Indian Research Fund Association. 1198. 

Strength of supervising and operating in the East Indian Bail* 

way Press at Caleulta and at Howrah. 1169. 

Unsatisfactory accommodation for the of the Railway Mail Ser- 

vice at Howrah station. 576-77. 

STAFF SUPERINTENDENT— 

See ** Superintendent (s) 

STANDARD TIME— 

Question re Simla time and . 996. 

STANDING COMMITTEE— 

Election of Members to the for the Department of Industries aud 

Labour. 61, 529, 618. 

STATEMENT(S)— 

by the Honourable Sir George Schuster on the financial pasition. 

713, 1029-38, 1249-64. 

STATEMENT(S) (LAID ON THE TABLE)— 

by Mr. A. A. L. Parsons re recruitment of Muslims on the North 

Western Railway. 60-61. 

by Mr. E. B. Howell re riots in the North West Frontier Province. 

1201 - 02 . 

by Mr. J. A. Shillidy re purchase of stores by the High Commis- 
sioner for India. 618-25. 

by the Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husaiu re 

number of residential English High Schools and Colleges in India. 
1175. 

by the Honourable Sir George Rainy re report of the Committee 

on the purcha.se of the Bengal and North Westc^rn and Rohilk\ind 
and Kumaon Railways. 111-12. 

STATEMENT OP BUSINESS— 

by the Honourable Sir George Rainy. 61, 299-300, 617-18, 936- 

37, 1055. 

STATE RAILWAYS— 

See Railway (s) 

STATESMAN— 

Question re — 

Articles in the about Kashmir. 990-91, 992. 

Leading articles in the on the political position. 401-02. 
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STATIONS— ■ 

Question r« number of ticket coUeeton at certain and checking of 

tickets at road-side . 1396-97. 

STATION MASTER(S)— 

Question re Mussalman of the East Indian Railway. 921. 

STATION STAFF— 

Question re appointment of Muslims on the at Boorkee. 100. 

STATUTE— 

Question re fixation by of percentage of Muslim representation 

in Government services. 7. 

STOREKEEPER— 

Question re — 

(•reation of an appointment of Chief in the Central Public 

Works Department, Delhi. 998. 

Non-appointment of an Indian as Chief in the Central Public 

Works Department, Delhi. 998-99. 

STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANIES— 

Question re creation of an Advisory Board for Inland . 576. 

STEAMER COMPANY, PIONEER MOTOR TRANSPORT— 

Question re rate war carried out against the in East Bengal. 

391-92. 

STEAMER(S)— 

Question re — 

Arrangements on carrying coolies from Malaya to India. 1111- 

12 . 

Racial discrimination on Italian . 421. 

STEEL INDUSTRY (PROTECTION) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

STERLING— 

Question re rates for post office money orders. 1124-25. 

STERLING LOAN(S)— 

Question re — 

Outflow of capital for -. 1123, 

Recent . 78-79. 

See also “ Loan(8) 

STORES— 

Question re — 

Restriction of purchases. 389-90. 

Purchase of through the Indian Department. 607-08. 

purchased by Indian Railways. 606-07. 

purchased by the Army Department. 607. 

Statement laid on the table re purcha.se of by the High Commis- 

sioner for India. 618-25. 

t-assLAD 



I fW iNDKX TO i#ai^LAnys assdiiblt dvdaxw. 

I 

STBICKLAND, MR.— 

Question re report on co-operative societies in Tanganyika by . 

421. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS— 

Question re — 

Carriage of mails between India and England and India and the 
. 695-96. 

Carriage of mails lo and from the . 933. 

8TUDD, MR. E.— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 968-69. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee and circulate. 551-54. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1312. 
Consideration of clause 3. 1333. 

STUDENT(S)— 

Question re — 

Cost of military at the Calcutta Medical College. 701-02. 

Facilities for Indian joining Universities in England. 668. 

concessions for travelling between Jadabpur and Calcutta. 

495-96. 

SUBORDINATE (S)— 

Question re — 

Alleged favouritism of Anglo-Indian OfiBcers and on the North 

Western Railway. 677. 

Concessions and privileges allowed on State Railways to Anglo- 
Indians and Indian . 681. 

Establishment of Public Works Department Upper on State 

Raihvays. 485-86. 

Examinations for appointment of in the Delhi Public Works 

Department. 98^82. 

Pay of Public Works Department Upper on Indian State Rail- 

ways. 482-85. 

Promotion of Anglo-Indian to the Superior Revenue establish- 

ment. 681. 

Promotion of Public Works Department Upper on State Rail- 

ways. 485. 

Temporary appointed to the Delhi Public Works Department. 

982-83. 

Travelling allowances of Public Works Department Upper 

State Railways. 486-88. 

SUBORDINATE OFFICES— 

Question re partial treatment of attached and — . 918. 

See also Attached Office(s) 
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SUB-POST OFFICE— 

Question re transfer to another village of the Chotkhand . 697. 

SUCCESSION (AMENDMENT) BILD— 

See Indian ” under “ Bill(s) 

SUGAR INDUSTRY— 

Question re protection for the . 888-89. 

8UHRAWARDY, SIR ABDULLAH— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

MotioiLs to consider and to circulate. 1294, 1295-97, 1298. 

Motion;; to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1307. 
SUKHRAJ RAI, RAI BAHADUR— 

Question re — 

Allotment of funds by the Road Committee for the improvement of 
roads in the Bhagalpur district. 868-69. 

Articles in the Statesman about Elashmir. 992. 

Burma rebellion. 993. 

Convictions of Congressmen after the Irwin-Gandhi agreement. 
504-05. 

Exportation of monkeys and birds to America. 505. 

Income-tax assessments. 824-25. 

Income-tax paid by Jains. 506. 

Indians thrown out of work in Malaya. 507. 

Jain holidays. 505-06. 

Number of Jains in Government services. 506. 

Passages of Round Table Conference delegates, etc. 867-68. 
Reduction of the exchange rate to Is. ^d, 868. 

Representation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce at the Bound 
Table Conference. 867. 

Retrenchment in salaries on State Railways. 507-08. 

Retrenchment of Indian staff on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 506. 
Severance and exhibition of the heads of certain Burmese rebels. 
505. 

SUPERANNUATED OFFICER— 

See ‘‘ Officer(s) 

SUPERINTENDENT (S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of Hindus as Deputy Postmasters General and 

of Post Offices. 1173-74. 

Appointment of Muslims as in certain offices. 979. 

Appointment of , ArchsBological Section, Indian Museum. 1005. 

Appointment of in Divisional offices on the North Western Rail- 

way. 492. 

Complaints against of Post Offices. 909. 

Duties of the Staff and Assistant Staff on the East Indian Rail- 

way. 912. 
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8UPBRINTBNDENT(S)^c(mid. 

Question re — contd. 

Power house in New Delhi. 1134. 

and postmasters in the Sind and Baluchistan Postal Circle. 

798. 

Transfer of the of Post Offices, Malabax Division. 426. 

SUPERINTENDENT OP EDUCATION— 

Question re appointment of Hindus in the office of the , Delhi. 

601-02. 

MJPBRINTENDBNT OP POST OFFICES— 

Question re — 

Alleviations against the , Lower Sind and Persian Gulf Division. 

791-92. 

Lengthy retention of the post of , Madras Circle, by Rao 

Bahadur G. Narasimha Naidu. 154-55. 

Reduction of . 706-07. 

SUPERIOR OFFICER (S)— 

Question re- 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non-Asiatic non in railway 

service. 598-99. 

Pay of the Agent and of the Assam Bengal Railway. 99-l(K». 

See also “ Officer (s) ”. 

SUPERIOR REVENUE ESTABLISHMENT- 

Question re promotion of Anglo-Indian subordinates to the . 

681. 

SUPERIOR SERVICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Indianisation of the Commercial and Engineering of the North 

Western Railway. 673-76. 

Retrenchment in the salaries of . 784. 

See also “ Service (s) ”. 

SUPERVISING STAFF- 

Question re proportion of to workers in the East Indian Railway 

Press. 1170. 

SUPERVISORS— 

Question re appointment of Officer at Army Headquarters. 1109- 

10 . 

SUPERVISORY POSTS— 

Question re shortage of in post offices and the Railway Mail Ser- 

vice. 262. 

SURVEY OP INDIA— 

Question re — 

Communities affected in reductions made in the Forest Research 

Institute and the Department at Dehra Dun. 685-86. 

Curtailment of holidays in the office of the , Mussoorie. 809. 
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SURVEY OP mDIA—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Employment of Muslims in the 432-33. 

Reduction in number of class 1 ofScers of the . 927. 

Removal of the office from Mussoorie. 580. 

SYKES, MR. E. P.— 

Question re activities of the International Chamber of Agriculture of 
Rome. 1164. 

SYLLABUS— 

Question re of examination for inspectors of post offices. 1161- 

62. 
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TAIT, MR. J.— 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 357-58. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

TALIB MEHDI KHAN, NAWAB MAJOR MALIK— 

Election of to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1408. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 547-49. 
Question re — 

Additional representation of Mercantile Community and agricultural 
classes on the Round Table Conference. 1007-08. 

Cost of maintenance of the exchange ratio at Is,, 6d. 46-47. 
Examination for appointments to the audit and accounts service. 
1159-60. 

TANGANYIKA— 

Question re — 

Alleged persecution of Muslims in . 422. 

Arms licences for Europeans and Indians in . 423. 

Import duties in on Indian imports. 420. 

Medical facilities for Europeans, Indians and Africans in . 4S®- 

23. 

Police action against two Indians in . 790-91. 

Refusal of the Indian Delegation to attend the Joint Parlia- 

mentary Committee. 422. 

Report on Co-operative Societies in by Mr. Strickland. 421. 

Resolutions of the Indian Conference. 421. 

tanning industry— 

Question re precarious state of the . 53. 

TATA AND COMPANY, MESSRS.— 

Question re ’s offers for running' the Air Mail Service in India. 

400 - 01 . 
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TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY— 

Question re bounties paid to the by Qoveminent. 677. 

TATANAGAR— 

Question re provision of a post office near the Foundry. 1201. 

TAXATION— 

Question re in Cantonment. 803-04. 

TEA— 

Question re duty on Chinese . 996. 

TEA TRADE— 

Question re slump in the in the Punjab. 493. 

TEACHER(S)— 

Question re — 

Appointment of an untrained in the Government Secondary 

School at Pisangan, Ajmer-Merwara. 1187. 

Appointment of Muslim in Delhi. 1108. 

Hindu and Muhammadan appointed and dismissed on the re- 

commendation of the District Inspector of Schools, Delhi. 602. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan employed in schools in 

Delhi. 1108. 

Recognition of Muhammadan Educational institutions and appoint- 
ment of Muhammadan in Delhi. 602-03. 

appointed to Technical Schools by the Bengal Nagpur Railway. 

519. 

TECHNICAL SCHOOLS- 
Sec School (s) 

TELBGRAM(S)— 

Question re withholding of sent by Mr. M. N. Roy. 524. 

TELEGRAPH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT— 

ijuestion re appointment of Sikhs to the , Lahore Division. 688- 

89. 

TELEGRAPH MASTER GENERAL— 

Question re employment of a at the Government Telegraph Office, 

Lucknow. 260. 

TELEGRAPH OFFICE (S)— 

Question re — 

Conversion of Departmental into combined offices. 197-99, 263, 

696-97, 708. 

Departmental , their income, work and staff. 197. 

Employment of a Telegraph Master General at the Government 

Lucknow. 260. 

Establishment and cost of re-equipment of the Chittagong -r — . 6. 

Number of members of various communities employed in . 260- 

61. 

Reduction of number of Departmental . 711. 

Removal -of telegraph wires from the Deolali to the Nasik 
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TELEGRAPH SERVICE— 

Question re preponderance of Anglo-Indians in the Departmental . 

262-63. 

TELEGRAPH STAFF— 

Question re house rent and allowances paid to and Postal staff. 

261-62. 

TELEGRAPH TRAFFIC, SUPERINTENDENT (S) OP— 

Question re duties of . 195-96. 

TELEGRAPHIST (S)— 

Question re — ^ 

Jdilitaiy employed on civil duties. 177-78. 

Pay of and postal clerks. 263-64. 

Postal signallers and Departmental . 707. 

Retrenchment of . 710-11. 

TELEPHONE SUPERVISOR(S)— 

Question re duties of . 195. 

TBNDER(S)— 

Question re — 

for repair work at the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 

429-30. 

for roofing of the Shanan Power House, Jogindamagar. 683- 

84. 

for the conveyance of mails between Bombay and England. 

708. 

TENNIS COURT— 

' Question re for Government of India clerks at Phagli. 928. 

TERRITORIAL FORCE- 
Question re — 

Grant of senior commissions to officers of the Indian and the 

University Training Corps. 790-91. 

Indian in the United Provinces. 82-83. 

TERRITORIAL FORCES (AMENDMENT) BILL— 

See “ Indian ” under “ Bill(s) ”. 

TEXT BOOK COMMITTEE— 

Question re Delhi . 601. 

THAKERSET HOUSE— 

Question re rent and purchase price of and “ Irwin House " in 

Bombay. 888. 

THAMPAN, MR. K. P.— 

Heavy Chemical Industry (Protection) Bill — 

Motion to consider. 726-27. 

Lidian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1046-47. 
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THAMPAN, MR. K. P.— co«#d. 

Question re — 

Development of Burma by immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and 
the United Provinces. 779. 

Discharge of certain employees of the Cordite Factory at Aravan- 
kadu. 475-76. 

Duty on Chinese tea. 996. 

Economy on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 475. 
Export of monkeys from India. 780-81. 

Financial aid for Indians in Burma. 780. 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non-Asiatic non-superior officers 
in Railway Service. 598-99. 

Losses of Immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and the United Pro- 
vinces settled in Burma. 779. 

Military wounded and murdered in Burma. 778. 

Number of Indians assaulted, robbed, etc., in Burma. 778. 
Proclamation of Martial Law in Burma. 778-79. 

Protection of Indians in Burma. 780. 

Release of certain prisoners sentenced for life under Martial Law. 
766. 

Representations on the plight of Indians in Burma. 777. 

Serious situation of Indians in Burma. 777-78, 780. 

Transfer of the Superintendent of Post Offices, Malabar Division. 
426. 

Transfer to remote stations of office bearers of the Calicut Branch 
Postal Union. 426. 

Treatment of Intermediate class passengers at Hardwar Railway 
Station. 996. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Contracts for motor mail services in Madras and Calcutta. 1193. 
Departure of Indians from Burma. 419. 

Export of monkeys from India. 703. 

Reduction in number of members of the Public Service Commisnon. 
1119-21. 

Resolution re High Courts. 641. 

THERMAL SPRINGS- 

Question re utilisation of in India. 567. 

THIRD CLASS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the post of female attendant for — — passengers al 
Dacca Railway station. 100. 

Delay in opening of Booking office at Patna Junction railway 

station. 23-24. 
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THIBD CLASS— 

Question re — contd. 

Removal of a public latrine from the proximity of the waiting 

room at Burhanpur railway station. 108. 

THIRD DIVISION— 

Question re qualifying examination for clerks. 774. 

TICKET(S)— 

Question re — 

Adoption of the Mody system of Railway checking. 81. 

Complimentary issued on the North Western Railway. 885. 

Crew system of Railway checking. 79-80. 

Number of collectors at certain stations and cheeking of at 

road-side stations. 1396-97. 

Sale and detection of used railway at Qaya and Patna. 1384- 

85. 

TICKET CliECKING— 

Question re on the East Indian Railway. 1387, 1388, 1389, 1390, 

1392-93, 1399. 

TICKET COLLECTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Number of at certain stations and checking of tickets at road- 

side stations. 1396-97. 

discharged and reduced on the East Indian Railway. 1397. 

TICKET EXAMINER(S)— 

Question re — 

Abolition of travelling on the North Western Railway. 284. 

Allowances of Travelling on the East Indian Railway. 1390. 

Control of Travelling and Crew staff on the Bast Indian Rail- 

way 1386. 

Converaon of travelling into special . 285-86. 

Pay of on the North Western Railway. 286. 

Special and travelling on the North-Western Railway. 285. 

Uniforms supplied to Crew staff and Travelling on the East 

Indian Railway. 1396. 

TICKET INSPBCTOR(S)— 

Question re — 

Allowances of Travelling on the East Indian Railway. 

1391-92. 

Discharge of Travelling on the abolition of the Crew 

S 3 rstem on the East Indian Railway. 1393-94. 

Examinations for Travelling on the East Indian Railway. 

1396. 

Pay and allowances of Travelling on the East Indian Rail- 

way. 1395. 
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TICKET INSPECTOR(S)— con^d. 

Question re — contd. 

Promotion of Travelling . etc., on the East Indian Bailwaf. 

1395. 

Promotion of Travelling on the East Indian Railway. 1898. 

TIME-KEEPER— 

Question re appointment of a Revetment at Chittagong. 2 — 8. 

TIMES OF INDIA— 

Question re — 

Appointment of the Publicity OflScer of the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway after consultation with the . 399. 

Employees of the nominated to the Bombay Railway Advisory 

Committee. 399 — 400. 

Payment by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway to the OfBoe 

for printing and stores. 398-99. 

TODD, MB. A. H. A.— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill (Amendment of 
Section 144) Motion to refer to Select Committee. 443, 462. 
Indian Bar Councils (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 1008. 

Oath of Office. 1. 

TOK KYI, TJ— 

Expressions of regret at the deaths of Mr. Alexander, Mr. Shahani 
and . 56-59. 

TOWN INSPECTOR(S)— 

See “ Tnspector(s) ”. 1163. 

TRADE— 

Question re — 

Correspondence with Ilis Majesty's Government regarding British 
in India. 610. 

Decline in the foreign of the Bombay Presidency. 610. 

Licences for carrying on in Cantonments. 785-86. 

between India and Japan and India and Britain. 609. 

TRADE COMMISSIONER(S)— 

•j 

Question re — 

Appointment of a in East Africa. 423. 

Appointment of Indian . 881. 

Quarterly Report of the Indian at Hamburg. 1174. 

TRADER(S)— 

Question re. condition of Madrasi residents, and labourers iu 

Burma. 417-18. 



OnnOE TO LBOULATtVa .iSSEUBIiY DBBATB8. 


TRAFFIC ACCOUNTR- 
Question re — 

Retrenchment of a Sikh from the Branch of the North- 

Western Railway. 672. 

Retrenchment of employees of the East Indian Railway 

OfSce, Howrah. 976-77. 

TRAFFIC INSPECTOR(S)— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs as , etc., on the North- 

Western Railway. 669-70. 

TRAFFIC MANAGER(S)— 

Question re term of office of the , Eastern Bengal Railway. 

435. 

TRAFFIC SERVICE— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the local and creation of a new service. 677. 

Appointment of a nephew of a member of the Bengal and North- 

Westeim Railway Enquiry Committee in the . 885. 

Difference in pay of local Officers. 680-81. 

Salaries of local Officers. 676. 

TRAFFIC SUPERINTBNDENT(S)— 

Question re powers of Assistant . 679. 

TRAIN(S)— 

Question re — 

Prevention by Crew staff of passengers from boarding . 1385. 

from Amraoti to Nagpur. 927-28. 

TRAIN EXAMINBR(S)— 

Question re at railway junctions. 913. 

TRAINING SCHOOL— 

See “ School ”. 

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE (S)— 

See “ Allowance (s) ”. 

TRAVELLING TICKET EXAMINERS— 

Question re — 

Abolition of on the North-Western Railway. 284. 

Conversion of into special ticket examiners. 285-86. 

Special and on the North-Western Railway. 285. 

See also “ Ticket Bxaminer(s) ”. 

travelling ticket INSPECTOR(S)— 

See “ Ticket Inspector (s) 

treasury BILLS— 

See “ Bill(8) 
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TREASURY BONDS— 

Question re issue of 6^ per cent. . 1126. 

TBJBUNAIj(S)— 

Question re separation of the Executive from judicial . 94-95. 

TROOP<S)— 

Question re — 

British and Indian and officers in the Indian Army. 871-72. 

Use of from the Indian Army outside India. 265. 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

Question re cases at “ Ivan Ho ” in Mussorie. 681. 

TUN AUNG, U— 

Indian Press Bill — 

Motions to refer to Select Committee and to circulate. 377-80. 
Resolution re rebellion in Burma. 861, 862, 863. 

TDNDLA— 

Question re appointment at Howrah of a railway officer retrenched 
at . 82. 

TYPIST (S)— 

Question re appointment of in Government of India Depart- 

ments. — ^988-89. 

U 

UNEMPLOYMENT— 

Question re — 

Recommendations of the Royal Commission on Labour regarding 

. 184. 

in India. 592. 

UNFUNDED DEBT(S)— 

See “ Debt(s) ”. 

DNIPORM(S)— 

Question re — 

of postal and telegraph peons and sorters. 701. 

supplied to crew staff and travelling ticket examiners on the 

East Indian Railway. 1396. 

UNION(S)— 

Question re — 

Memorandum of the All-Tndia Postal and Railway Mail Serviee 
to the Posts and Telegraphs Retrenchment Advisory Com- 
mittee. 711-12. 

Transfer to remote stations of office bearers of the Calicut Branch 
Postal — . 426. 



IMDSX TO JJOaiSLA.'mU ASSBKBLT DEBISU. 


sar 


UNITED PROVINCES— 

Question re — 

Acute agrarian situation in the 873. 

Communal inequalities in the staff of Accounts and Audit Offices 
in Ihe . 806. 

Development of Burma by immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and 
the . 779. 

Dismissal of Muslims in the Postal Circle. 815. 

Firearm licences confiscated in the . 431. 

Indian Territorial Force in the . 82-83. 

Losses of immigrants from Bihar and Orissa and the settled 

in Burma. 779. 

Non-recruitment to the Army of Muslim Rajputs from the . 

428. 

Regiments admitting Mussalmans from the . 83. 

Safeguarding of the interests of Minority Commvmities in appoint- 
ments to Audit and Accounts Offices in the . 806-07. 

UNIVBRSITY(IES)— 

Question re — 

Facilities for Indian students joining in England. 668. 

Prohibition of a lecture by Dr. Hunter at the Delhi . 570. 

UNIVERSITY TRAINING CORPS— 

Question re grant of senior commissions to officers of the Indian 
Territorial Force and the . 790-91. 

UPPER SUBORDINATES— 

Question re promotion of in the Public Works Department. 

1125. 

See also “ Subordinate (s) 

UPPI SAHEB BAHADUR, MR — 

Resolution re rebellion in Burma. 858. 

V 

VACUUM BRAKES— 

Question re lack of on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 409-10. 

VALUE— PAYABLE PARCELS— 

Question re new rule for payment of two annas on and re- 

gistered newspapers. 438. 

VICEROY, HIS EXCELLENCY THE— 

Address by to the Members of the Council of State and the 

Legislative Assembly. 341-46. 

Message from and Governor General re disallowance of motion 

for adjournment relating to the Exchange Ratio. 839. 

See also “ Governor General, His Excellency the ”. 
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VIZAGAPATAM PORT (AMEMMBNT) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) 

VOLUNTEERS— 

Question re action taken against of the Afghan Youth League 

or the Ehudai Khidmatgars in the North West. Frontier Pro- 
vince. 13-14. 


W 

WAGON— 

Question re industry. 1123. 

WAGONSHOPS- 

Question re appointment of Indians in the Carriage and of the 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, Ajmer. 876. 

WAITING ROOM(S)— 

Question re — 

European and Indian ladies at Ajmer railway station. 424. 

Removal of a public latrine from the proximity of the third class 
at Burhanpur railway station. 108. 

WAJIHUDDIN, KHAN BAHADUR HAJT— 

Question re — 

Abolition of plural member constituencies for Cantonment Boards. 
802. 

Abolition of the post of Assistant Superintendent of Education in 
Ajmer-Merwara. 394. 

Abolition of the post of Educational Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India. 893-94. 

Abolition of the Publicity Department on the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way. 435-36. 

Alleged reactionery bye-laws in Mardan Cantonment. 788. 

Amendment of the Cantonments Act. 786-87. 

Appointment of a superannuated oflScer as Secretary of the Rajpu- 
tana Board of Secondary Education. 1188. 

Appointment of Advisory Boards in Cantonments. 802-03. 

Appointment of an untrained teacher in the Government Secondary 
School at Pisangan, Ajmer-Merwara. 1187. 

Appointment of B. Bhawani Charan, as accountant in the Govern- 
ment of India Press at Aligarh. 428-29. 

Appointment of foreman, printers. Government of India Press, Ali- 
garh. 430-31. 

Appointment of President of the Secunderabad Cantonment. 787. 

Comment in a newspaper on a pending ease by an Honorary Magis- 
trate. 1186-87. 

Complaints against the Istimrardar of Pisangan. 395. 

Constitution of elected Cantonment Boards in the North-West 
Frontier Province. 416-17. 
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WAJIHUDDIN, KHAN BAHADUR HAJI— conW.. 

Question re — contd. 

Cost of th'e Board of Secondary Education in Rajpiitana. 11S8-89. 

Creation of elected boards in Cantonments. 787-88. 

Doctors appointed in charge of cantonment hospitals. 788-89. 

Drainage and water supply scheme required for Cawnpore Canton- 
ment. 789-90. 

Fees charged from candidates for examinations in Bajputana. 1188. 

Fees charged from hawkers at fairs in Cawnpore Cantonment. 789. 

Government gfrant to the D. A. V. High School, Ajmer. 1187-88. 

Heavy work in districts of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 436. 

Issue of a distress warrant {gainst Bishambhar Dass in Nowshers 
Cantonment. 803. 

Licenses for carrying on trade in Cantonments. 785-86. 

Non-representation of the people of Cantonments at the Round 
Table Conference. 801-02. 

Non-transfer of judicial ofiScers from Ajmer-Merwara. .510. 

Promotions to the post of Inspecting OfScers in Cantonments. 1185- 

86 . 

Qualifications of employees in the Government of Indi-i Press, Ali- 
garh. 430. 

Refund of Haj pilgrim passage money. 503-04. 

Regulation of motor vehicles in Ajmer-Merwara. 392.93. 

Retrenchment in the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 429. 

Standard plans for houses in Cawnpore Cantonment. 804. 

Taxation in cantonments. 803-04. 

Tenders for repair work at the Government of India Press, Aligarh. 
429-30. 

Term of office of the Traffic Manager, Eastern Bengal Railway. 435. 

Transfer of control of the Catering Department of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway from headquarters to the districts. 435. 

WAKFS— 

Question re gifts, , etc., granted by the last Nawab Nazira of 

Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 579. . 

WAR— • 

Question re materials supplied by India for the Great . 8. 

WAR OFFICE— 

Question re direct communications between the Army authorities and 
the . 265-66. 

WARDENS— 

Question re appointment of Sikhs as Staff and Assistant Staff on 

the North Western Railway. 670. 

WARRANT (S)— 

Question re issue of distress against Bishambhar Dass in Now- 

shera Cantonment. 803. 
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WATBIl— 

Question re — 

Charge for excess at clerks’ quarters, Phagli, Simla. 925-26. 

Charge for excess at OoTemment quarters in Simla and New 

Delhi. 926. 

Lack of drinking at Marwat, Bannu district. 406-07. 

WATER METRE CARDS— 

Question re introduction of in Simla and New Delhi. 975. 

WATER RATES— 

Question re excess charge for quarters in Phagli, Simla. 975. 

WATER SUPPLY— 

Question re drainage and scheme required for Cawnpore Canton- 

ment. 789-90. 

WEIGHTS— 

Question re recognised by the Indian Weights and Measures Act. 

909. 

WESTERN INDIA MATCH COMPANY— 

Question re absorption of Indian Match Companies by the . 1190- 

91. 

WHEAT— 

Question re — 

Conference of growing countries in London. 903-04. 

Exemption from the new customs duty of outstanding contracts 

for the importation of . 384. 

Pall in the price of . 783-84. 

Import of under the (Import Duty) Act. 109-10. 

Low prices of . 1116. 

Price of . 157-58, 164-65. 

Railway freight on and cotton. 1117. 

Reduction of freight on from the Punjab to Calcutta. 286- 

88 . 

WHEAT (IMPORT DUTY) BILL— 

See “ Bill(s) ”. 

WHIPPING— 

Question re — 

Abolition of the punishment of . 88. 

Sentence of giviem to a boy in Kenya. 419-20. 

WILAYATULLAH, KHAN BAHADUR H. M.— 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 952-53. 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 973. 

Question re — 

Employment of Dr. Hunter on arelueological work in India. 571. 
Encouragement of archeological research by private or semi-gov- 
ernment Indian societies. 570. 
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WILAYATULLAH. KHAN BAIIAHTIR H. M.— ronM. 

Question re — contd. 

Prohibition of a lecture by Dr. Hunter at the Delhi University. 
570. 

WIRKDESS— 

Question re — 

Improvement of communication. 115.'). 

Indian officers in the Branch. 1155. . . 

(Qualifications of Divisional Engineers, . 1155. 

WIRELESS COMPANIES— 

Qu(>stion re merging of and Cable in India. 11-12. 

WOMAN (MEN)— 

Question re ap])ointment of Factory Inspectors. 184. 

WOMEN S MEDICAL SERVICE— 

(Question re oflicer of the lent to the Indian Red Cross Societv. 

771-72. 

WOODMORE, MB. S. B— 

Que.stion re officiating promotion of at the Moghalpura Railway 

Workshops. 489. 

WOOLLEN INDUSTRY— 

Question re depression in the . 29-30. 

WOOLLEN MILLS— 

(Question rr condition of in India. 30-31. 

WORKING HOURS- 

(Question re in the Secretariat. 1135. 

WORKMEN— 

Question re. discharge of Muslim from the North Western Rail- 

way. 385. 

W'ORKS COMMITTEE(S)— 
b'et “ Committee (s) ”. 

WORKSHOP (S)— 

Question re — 

DilTerenci" in pay of Indian, European and xlmglo-ludiau mechanics 

in the fjillooah , East Indian Railway. 520. 

Employment of students of the Benares Enginceruig College as 

unpaid apprentices in tlie Lucknow Railway . 791. 

Euro|)eanB, Anglo-Indians and Indians as mechanics in tlie Lillooah 
, East Indian Railway. 520. 

Officiating promotion of Mr. S. R. Woodmore at the Jloghalpura 
Railway . 489. 

Pay of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian Apprentices of the 
Kharagpur . 517. 

Privilege's of employees of Bengal and North Western Railway . 

1200. 

Racial discrimination in the appointment of apprentices in the 
Lillooah . 520-21. 
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WORKSHOP (8)— contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Keduction in number of apprentices in the Kharagpur Railway 
518. 

Scales of pay of apprentices at the Kharagpur . 518. 

WORKSHOP INQUIRY COMMITTEE— 

Sre “ Committee (s) 

Y 


YAKUB, SIR MUHAMMAD— 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of sec- 
tion 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 454. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motion to pass. 1480-83, 1484, 1485. 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for “ Expendi- 
ture in England — Secretary of State for India re non-repre- 
sentation of Nationalist Muslims in the Round Table Conference. 
1494-95. 

Question (Supplementary) re appointment of Muslims in the Simla 
General Post Office. 1379. 

Resolution re control of money-lending and rates of interest. 652-57, 
661, 842, 844, 852-55. 

YAMIN KHAN, MR. MUHAMMAD— 

Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1218-20. 

Cnil(‘ of Criminal Proc(‘dure (Amendment) Bill — (Amendment of sec- 
tion 144) — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 447-50. 

Election of Members to the Advisory Publicity Committee. 1176. 

Expressions of regret on the deaths of — 

Mr. Alexander, Mr. Shahani and U Tok Kyi. 58. 

Mr. K. C. Roy. 73-74. 

Indian Finance (Sujiplementary and Extending) Bill — 

Motion for leave to introduce. 1268-69. 

Indian Press Bill — 

Point of order raised by Mr. S. C. Sen that the Bill as introduced 
in the Assembly has not been published in the Gazette, and thtere- 
fore all proceedings taken thereafter, viz., the Report of the 
Select Committee, are ultra vires, illegal and void. 1182. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Consideration of clause 3. 1338-40, 1356. 

Resolution re — 

Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agriculturists. 204-05, 
208, 2Cf9. 

[ Control of money-lending and rates of interest. 831-33. 
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ZAMINDARS— 

Motion to reduce Demand for Supplementary Grant for ‘‘ Miscella- 
neous re inadequate representation of the landholders and 

at the Round Table (Vujference. 1237-41. 

ZIAUDDTN AHMAD, DR.— 

Ancient Monuments Pre.servation (Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select C^ommittee. 1228. 

Foreign Relations Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 963-66, 967, 968. 

Motions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 973. 

Indian income-tax (Second Amendment) Bill — 

Motion to refer to Select Committee. 137-39. 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

^.lotions to consider and to refer to Select Committee. 1309-12. 
Consideration of clause 3. 1327-20, 1352-53. 

Consideration of clause 4. 1375. 1436. 

Consideration of clause 7. 1441. 

Consideration of clause 18. 1446. 

Question re — 

Abolition of the Court of the Judicial Commissioner of Ajmer- 
Merwara. 508-10. 

Adoption of the Mody system of railway ticket checking. 81. 
Alleged reactionary bye-laws in Mardan Cantonment. 788. 
Amendment of the Cantonments Act. 786-87. 

Appointment at Howrah of a railway officer retrenched at Tundla. 
82. 

Appointment of Magistratx's and Judicial Officers in Ajmer-Merwara 
from a major province. 511-12. 

Appointment of Muslimsi in Accounts Offices. 811-12. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Military Accounts Department. 
809-10. 

Appointment of President of the Secunderabad Cantonment Board. 
787. 

Charges against Mr. Harris when in charge of the (’row System. 
80-81. 

Communal inequality in Government services. 106. 

Creation of elected boards in Cantonments. 787-88. 

Crew system of railway ticket checking. 79-80. 

Dilatory methods of Civil Courts in Ajmer-Merwara. 512-13. 
Discharge on account of retrenchment Of Mr. Abdur Rasliid from 
the office of the Chief Engine’er, Surveys and Construction, Lahore. 
582. 

Doctors appointed in charge of cantonment hospitals. 788-89. 
Drainage and water supply scheme required for Cawupore Canton- 
ment. 789-90. 
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ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, BK—contd. 

Question re — contd. 

Broploynieiit of frontier Muslims in Account and Audit OiBces at 
Peshawar. 581-82. 

Expenditure on overseas pay, exchange compensation allowance and 
passages. 108. 

Extension of option to purchase the Assam Bengal Railway. 1117- 
18. 

Pees charged from hawkers at fairs in Cawnpore Cantonment. 789, 

Frequent postponement of cases in the. Ajmer Civil Courts. 513. 

Inconvenient use made of the passenger sheds and platforms at 
Burhanpur railway station. 107. 

Indian Territorial F^orees in the United Provinces. 82-83. 

Lack of drinking water at Marwat, Bannu district. 40G-07. 

Licenses for carrying on trade in cantonments. 785-86. 

!Non-transfer of Judicial Officers from Ajmer-Merwara. 510. 

Opinions supporting the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee Report. 
1174-75. 

Payments from cantonment funds of compensation for buildings 
on sites resumed by Government. 605. 

Promotion of a railway fireman. 81. 

Promotion of ministerial officers in Ajmer-ilerwara to be Magistrates 
and Judicial Officers. 510-11. 

Provision of a road to the North of Burhanpur railway station. 
107. 

Provision of an extra gate at Burhanpur railway station. 107. 

Quarterly report of the Indian Trade Commissioner at Hamburg. 
1174. 

Railway passes for retired servants of the Oudh and Rohilkliand 
. Railway. 84. 

Recruitment of Mussalmaus to the Military Accounts Department. 
84-85. 

Regiments admitting Mussalmans from the United Provinces. 83. 

Removal of a public latrine from the proximity of the third class 
waiting room at Burhanpur railway station. 108. 

lieinoval of the export duty on hides and skins. 1174. 

Report of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee. 1174. 

Residents expelled from cantonments. 606. 

Resumption of certain bungalows in Nowshera Cantonment. 605-06. 

Retrenchment on railways. 81-82. . 

Storage of dry fish and hides on the passenger platform at Biirhan- 
pur railway station. 108. 

Question (Supplementary) re — 

Action taken against volunteers of the Afghan Youth League or the 
Khudai Khidmatgars in the North-West Frontier Province. 14. 

Appointment of Sikhs to the Telegraph Engineering Department, 
Lahore Division. 589. 
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ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, DR.— cowcid. 

Question (Supplementary) re — contd. 

Detention under Regulation 111 of 1818 of Mr. Aziz Hindi of Amrit- 
sar. 153. 

Examination for appointments to the Audit and Accounts Service. 
1159-60. 

Fall in the price of wheat. 784. 

Grant of Lee passage concessions to non -Asiatic non-superior officers 
in Railway Service. 599. 

Illness and treatment of Mr. Ihsan llahi, a detenu under Regulation 
III of 1818. 186, 187. 

import of wheat under the Wheat (Import Duty) Act. 109-10. 
Lack of a shed and other facilities for passengers at Jhansi railway 
station. 580. 

Number of Sikhs employed in certain offices. 775-76. 

Position of minorities in services under the control of the Central 
Government. 476. 

Price of wheat. 164-65. 

Prohibition of a lecture by Dr. Hunter at the Delhi University. 570- 
71. 

J’urchase of the Assam Bengal Railway. 574-76. 

Recent sterling loan. 79. 

Recruitment of Muslims to Goveimuient of India offices. 1001-02. 
Reduction in number of Members of the Public Service Commission. 
1119-21. 

Representation of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs on the Peshawar Muni- 
cipality. 164. 

Work at the Chittagong jetties. 101-02. 

Resolution re — 

Control of money-lending and rates of interest. 855. 

Draft convention on forced or compulsory labour. 1518-20. 

Draft convention regulating hours of work in offices, hotels, etc. 
1527-28. 

Exchange, Gold Reserves and the Supplementary Finance Dill. 
1074-77. 

Purchase of the Bengal and North Western and Rohilkund and 
Kumaou Railways. 1502-05. 

Statement on the financial position. 1034-35, 1036. 

ZULPIQAR ALI KHAN, SIR— 

Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Bill — 

Motions to consider and to circulate. 1283, 1284, 1285. 

Resolution re Civil Court decrees and proceedings against agricul- 
turists. 216-17. 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 23rd September, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Representation op the Indian Chamber op Commerce at the Bound 

Table Conference. 

748. *Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that there was an understanding with the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce by the Government that three representatives would 
be invited from it to the Round Table Conference ? 

(6) If so why was only one representative invited to the Conference ? 

(c) Has that representative refused to attend the Conference ujiless 
all the three are invited to attend ? 

(d) What correspondence passed between the India Government and 
the British Government on the subject of representation of the Chamber ? 
Are Government prepared to disclose it to the public ? 

(e) Are Government aware that Mr. G. D. Birla, one of the proposed 
iepresentatives, has already sailed for England with Mahatma Gandhi f 
Are Government going to invite him to attend the Conference ? 

(/) Is the question of inviting three representatives still under con- 
siileration or has the matter been closed ? 

(g) Are Government in a position to state whether the failure of the 
Government to invite three representatives was due to the pressure from 
British merchants and commercial interests ? 

(/?) Did Government ask Sir Purshotamdass Thakurdass to re-consider 
his decision not to attend the Conference in view of the Congress decision 
to participate in the Conference ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Gteorge Rainy : (a) to {h). As I have already 
stated in reply to previous questions on the subject, the selection of dele- 
gates to the Round Table Conference is not primarily the concern of the 
Governor General in Council. I am therefore unable to make any state* 
ment on the subject. 

Passages of Bound Table Conference Delegates, etc. 

749i *Bai Bahadur Sukhraj Rai : Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(a) the names of the delegates to the Bound Table Conference who 
have gone to England to attend the Conference at their own 
expense and have not charged anything from €k>vemment 
’ including the booking of passages ; 

( 867 ) 
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(() the names of the delegates to the Conference who have travelled 
in the lowest class on the steamer ; 

(c) if it is proposed to hold the Federal Structure Committee in 

abeyance till the arrival of the Congress delegation in 
liondou ; 

(d) when the proceedings of the Conference are expected to be con- 

cluded ; and 

(e) if there is any proposal for holding a third Round Table Con- 

ference in India before the new constitution is introduced ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) and (6). The British India 
delegates proceeding from India to the Conference have been supplied 
with passage certificates entitling them to 1st class passages at Government 
expense. Government have no information as to what delegates, if any, 
have declined to avail themselves of this facility or of any of the other 
facilities offered them by Government. 

(c) The Congress delegation has already arrived in London. 

(d) I have no material for an estimate. 

(e) No, Sir. 


Reduction of the Exchange Rate to la. 4 d . 

750. *Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Bai : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if there is any truth in the rumour that Government is proposing 
to change the ratio of exchange from Is. 6d. to Is. 4d. in the near future ? 

(6) Was the Agent of the Imperial Bank of India recently called by 
Government to discuss this matter at Simla ? 

(c) If so, what has been the result of this discussion and whether the 
proposal has been approved or not ? 

(d) What will be the approximate amount of savings to India in 
Home charges, if the ratio be reduced to Is. 4d. from Is. Bd. ? 

(e) Will Government please state their whole policy on this matter 
and remove the doubts and uncertainties that are pre^^alent at present 
regarding the ratio question ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) No. 

(ft) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) There would be no savings but, on the contrary, a very substan- 
tial increase in rupee expenditure. I would refer the Honourable Mem- 
ber to part (6) of my reply to starred question No. 98, given in the 
Assembly on the 9th September, 1931, in, which I pointed this out. 

(e) I would refer the Honourable Member to my answer to part (a) 
of this question. 

« 

Allotment of Funds by the Boad Committee fob the Impbovement of 
Bqads in the Bhaoalfub Distbict. 

751. *Bai Bahadtar Snldiraj Bai : (a) Will Govemment be pleased 
to state vrhat is the constitution of the Koad Conmiittee recently formed t 
Who are the members of the Committee from Bihar and Orissa f 
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What is the total income at the disposal of the Road Committee 
and what are the chief sources of such income ? 

(c) What is the income from Bihar and Orissa and from Bhagalpur 
District ? 

(d) What sums have been allotted to Bihar and Orissa and to Bhagal- 
pur District ? Are the sums allotted in proportion to their income ? If 
not, why not t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) The Honourable Member is referred to 
clause (6) of the Resolution on road development adopted by the Legis- 
late e Assembly on the 4th February, 1930. 

According to the terms of the Resolution, the members of the Com- 
mittee are not elected by provinces and it so happens that the Committee 
constituted for the year 1931-32 does not include any member from Bihar 
and Orissa. 

(b) The total amount credited to the Road Development Account up 
to the end of the. last financial year is Rs. 2,00,41,090. 

The income is derived from the share (2 annas “per gallon) of the 
import and excise duties on motor spirit. 

(c) Final figures are not available, but the income from motor spirit 
consumed in Bihar and Orissa up to the end of the last financial year was 
very roughly Rs. 6^ lakhs. Government have no information as to the 
income from the Bhagalpur District. 

id) Rs. 4.3 lakhs have already been allotted to Bihar and Orissa and 
a further sum of approximately Rs. 1,5 lakhs remains to be allotted in 
respect of the revenue up to the end of the last financial year. The Honour- 
able Member is referred to clause (3) of the Resolution to which I have 
referred for an explanation of the method on which the aiimial grant is 
divided. No separate allocation is made by districts. 

Expert Inquiries carried out in India for the Round Table 

Conference. 

752, *Lala Hari Raj Swarup : (a) What are the expert enquiries 
which the various Sub-Committees of the Round Table Conference recom- 
mended to be carried out in India 7 

(b) How many expert committees * did Government appoint in 
India 7 

(c) How many of them have reported 7 

(d) How many of these reports have been published 7 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the Press communique of the 13th June, 1931, issued by 
the Government of India of which I lay a copy on the table. 

(b) The Government of India with the approval of (he Secretary of 
have so far appointed (1) the North-West Frontier Province Sub- 
jects Committee, (2) the Indian Sandhurst Committee and (3) the Sind 
f’mancial Enquiry Committee. 

(c) The North-West Frontier Province Subjects Committee and the 
^i^dian Sandhurst Committee have submitted their reports. 

a2 
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(<Z) The report of the North-West Frontier Province Subjects Com- 
mittee has been published and copies have been supplied to the members 
of the Indian Legislature. 


Press CommuniquS, 

With tho recent announcement of the date for the re-assembly In London of the 
Federal Structure Committee, the public may be interested to learn how matters stand 
with regard to the preparation of constitutional material. 

2. The next stages of constitutional work, including the interval until the Round 
Table discussions are resumed, are governed by the Prime Minister’s observations made 
in the course of his speech on the 19th January to the final plenary session of the 
Conference. According to these observations the scope of work to be undertaken by 
the Government of India has necessarily been limited to the initiation of expert enquiry 
and investigation into certain subjects. The following statement describes action 
taken upon the specific recommendations of the Round Table Conference and indicates 
the progress made. 

3. ' The North-West Frontier Province Sub-Committee of the Round Table Con- 
ference observed in paragraph 5 of their Report that the precise discrimuiation of 
subjects between the Centre and the North-West Frontier Province will require careful 
investigation, if necessary, by a specially constituted committee following broadly the 
lines of the classification in other provinces. In paragraph 8 of their Report the Sub- 
committee suggested that there should be preliminary expert investigation into the 
allocation of expenditure betAveen central and provincial heads to supply the basis 
from which the financial subvention from central (or federal) revenues may be 
calculated. By a resolution, dated the 2nd May, the Government of India set up a 
single mixed committee of official^ and non-officials to investigate both these matters. 
The report of the committee is expected to be ready about the middle of June. 

4. In the concluding paragraph of their report the Sind Sub Committee recom- 
mended that ^ an expert committee in India should examine carefully the probable 
revenue and expenditure of a separated Sind and tho security of the debt on the 
Sukkur Barrage, and should also recommend an equitable adjustment of the financial 
commitments for Avliich Sind may properly be considered liable The Government of 
India hope very shortly to be in a position to announce the setting up of this coinmittee. 
The committee uill in no way be concerned with the merits of the separation cf Sind. 
Its task Avill be strictly limited to an unbiassed expert investigation of the financial 
aspects of separation. The committee will not be required even to report how any 
deficit should be met. In the words of the Sind Sub- Committee ’s Report, “ if the 
investigation shoAvs that separation would leave the ncAv province Avith a deficit, the 
Sub-Committee think that the representatives of Sind should be asked to show 
satisfactorily hoAv the deficit Avould be met before the new province is set up 

5. Unlike, Sind, Orissa was not made the subject of separate investigation by a 
Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference. The proceedings of the Conference 
contain no specific approval of Oriya claims, nor were directions given for their 
examination by committee or otherAvisc. At the same time tho Orissa case w.as not 
overlookerl. Bj the special permission of the Prime Minister the Raja of Pariakimedi, 
who had already ppplied the Conferoftee with a memorandum of Oriya claims, was 
given an opportunity to speak on the subject when tho whole Conference Avas in com- 
mittee on the Sind Report and Avas supported by other delegates who followed him. 
Though the claims of the Oriyas were not expressly endorsed, and cannot be said 
even to have been discussed or debated, no delegate spoke against them. In these 
circumstances the Government of India, with the approval of the Secretary of State, 
have decided to set up with the least possible delay a committee to examine the whole 
question of the separation of Orissa. They are at present in communication with the 
Local Governments concerned regarding the terms of reference, personnel, and other 
matters relevant to the appointment of tho committee, and hope that it may be possible 
for the committee to start work at an early date. 

6. Sub-Committee No. VI (Franchise) recommended the appointment of an expert 
Franchise Commission. There are, however, obvious obstacles in the way of its 
immedmto appointment. Political considerations will enter largely into its work. 
It would no doubt desire to have a clearer indication of the probable nature and method 
of return of the Federal Legislature ; and both as regards the federal and proirinciial 
legislatures it is clearly desirable that such matters as the arrangement of constituencies 
should be dealt with by the same body as is concerned with the franchise. In accordance 
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with what is understood to be a view held widely both inside and outside the Con- 
ference, the Secretary of State has agreed that it would be useless for the franchise 
enquiry to be initiated at present before a communal settlement has been reached. 
These considerations point to a postponement of the enquiry at least till the autumn. 
The present intention is that the enquiry, when taken up, will be initiated by His 
Majesty's Government ; and it is anticipated that probably not leas than six months 
will be required for the committee to complete its work. 

7. In paragraph 19 of their second report the Federal Structure Sub-Committee 

took note of the proposal that a Statutory Railway Authority should be established, 
and wore of opinion that this should be done, if after expert examination this course 
seemed desirable. Arrangements are being made to ensure that a full memorandum 
on the issues which have to be considered and on the experience of other countries 
prepared by experts shall be /available to the Federal Structure Sab-Committee when 
it re-assembles.^ • ' ‘ ‘ 

8. The appointment of an Indian Sandhurst Committee in accordance with the 
recommendation in paragraph 4 of the Defence Sub-Committee's Report has been 
announced and the Committee is at work. The other matters covered by the Report 
of that Sub-Committee are being examined. 

9. In this way the Government of India have planned to cover the ground mapped 
out by the Round Table Conference for intermediate expert exploration pending the 
resumption of the Conference negotiations. In addition, however, to these definite 
directions the Round Table Conference in various places, in their reports used expres- 
sions indicating that they would welcome expert administrative examination of 
incidental points. The most important of those related to the classification of subjects 
as federal, central and provincial in the two reports of the Federal Structure Sub- 
committee. As soon as papers became available all departments of tlie Government 
of India undertook a scrutiny of the administrative, not the political, aspects of the 
classification of subjects provisionally approved by the Federal Structure Snb-Committee. 
It is expected that this work will be completed by the end of the current mouth. 

10. It has also appeared to the Government of India that the Round Table Con- 
ference in its further discussions will require statistical material regarding financial 
matters generally. It is for obvious reasons essential that reliable enough material 
should be prepared beforehand to make it possible for' the Conference to visualise the 
financial implications of a Federal constitution and to form some estimate as to how 
a Federal budget could be prepared, for it is only with reliable data of this kind before 
it that the Conference can reach conclusions as to the practical form which a Federal 
constitution could take, and as to the relations between the Federatioa and its 
constitutent units. This objective examination of the position the ('onfcrence on the 
last occasion >vas unable to attempt even quite provisionally partly from lack of time, 
but also from lack of the special material needed. In particular the revenue prospects, 
which have undergone profound change since Sir Walter Layton drew his picture, will 
requiie careful examination. 

11. These financial materials together with the material collected on the classifica- 
tion of subjects will be available if the Round Table Conference at its next session 
should require to make use of them. They will also enable the Government of India, if 
so required, to supply facts and explanations in order to assist any intermediate pre- 
parations which interests represented at the forthcoming Round Table Conference may 
undertake. 

Reforms Office. (Sd.) W. H. LEWIS, 

Simla, the ISih June, 19St, Joint Secretary to the Government of India. 


British and Indian Troops and Officers in the Indian Army. 

753. ’■‘Lala Bbri Baj Swamp : Will the Government be pleased to 
state : 

(o) what is the total strength of Indian troops and British troops 
respectively in Indian Army at present ; 
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(i) what is the total number of Commissioned OfScers in all Arms 
of Indian troops in the Indian Army and how many of 
them are Indians ; 

(c) what is the total number of Commissioned Officers in the 

British troops of the Indian Army, and how many of them 
are Indians ; 

(d) what is the total annual wastage in the officer ranks under 

part (6) ; 

(e) what is the total annual wastage in the officer ranks under 

part (c) ? 

Mr. 0. M. Young : (a) The strength of units of the Indian Army 
is about 154,350 and that of units of the British Service' on the Indian 
Establishment about 64,700. 

(6) There are 1,734 British and 114 Indian officers holding the King’s 
Commission and 2,829 Indian officers holding the Viceroy 's Commission in 
the Cavalry, Infantry and Pioneer units of the Indian Army. 

(c) 2,219 British officers holding the King’s ConiTiiission and 445 
Indian officers holding the Viceroy’s Commission are employed in units 
of the British Service on the Indian Establishment. 

(d) In the cadre of King’s Commissioned officers of the Indian Army 
the annual wastage is about 120. 

(e) The number of British Service officers who leave India on retire- 
ment or on completion of their tour of duty varies from year to year. 
Replacomenis are made from the United Kingdom as casualties occur. 

Report of the Committee appointed on the Recommendation op the 
Defence Sub-Committee op the Round Table Conference. 

754. *Lala Hari Raj Swarup : (o) Has the Committee appointed in 
pursuance of the recommendations of the Defence Sub-Committee of the 
Round Table Conference submitted its Report ? 

(ft) Is it a unanimous report ? 

(c) Has the report been released for publication, and if not, why 
not ? 

(d) When do Government propose to publish this Eleport ? 

Mr. 0. M. Young : The Honourable Member is referred to the reply 
given to Mr. Jog’s starred question No. 598. 

Eepobts op Committees on the Indianisation op the Abmy in India. 

755. *Lala Hari Kaj Swarup : (u) Is it a fact that in Lord 
Beading’s time two Committees were appointed by the Government of 
India, one to go into the question of Indianisation and the other into the 
question of gradual replacement of British troops by Indian troops f 

(6) Why have these Reports not been published up to this time ? 

(c) Has a reference been made to these schemes in the Report of th^e 
Defence Sub-Committee of the 1st Indian Round Table Conference f i*- 
so, are Government prepared to publish these reports forthwith ? If 
why not ? 
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0. M. Toiuig : (a) Tes, except that the committee on Indianiza- 
tion was appointed by the Commander4n-Chief. 

(h) and (c). A summary of a scheme of Indianizatiou prepared in 
1921-22 by a committee of military officers appointed by the Commander- 
in-Chief was given to the Defence Sub-Committee of the Round Table 
Conference in January, and laid on the table of this House on the 17th 
February last. 

The reasons for not publishing the Report of the Indian Military 
Requirements Committee are tliat it contains much secret matter, and that 
the Committee themselves, in presenting it, made a strong and unanimous 
recoinj.iendation that its contents should in no circumstances ever be made 
public. 


Acute Agrarian Situation in the United Provinces. 


766. ^^Lala Hari Raj Swarup : (a) Are the Government aware that the 
agrarian situation in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh is very 
acute and alarming ? 


(6) Have the Government of India given any directions and sugges- 
tions to the Local Government concerned for dealing with the situation ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the correspondence 
that has passed between them and the United Provinces Government in 
this matter ? 


The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FaEl-i-Husam : {a) The 

Local Government is fully cognisant of the gravity of the situation, and 
tbe Honourable Member’s attention is invited to His 
Malcolm Hailey’s address to the Legislative Council of the United Pro- 
vinces on the 20th July, 1931, which has been widely published. A state- 
ment was also made in this House on the 10th September, 1931, during the 
course of the debate on the resolution bearing ou this subject. 


(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Revision of the Court Fees Act. 

757. «Pandit Bam Krishna Jha : (a) Are Government aware that the 
Court-fee Act VII of 1870 has been in existence for over half a century 
and almost all the High Courts have from time to time pointed out the 
defects in the framing and the policy of the Act i 

(b) Are Government aware that there have been a large number of 
amendments and repeals since then and vanous local Acts have been 
passed prescribing different scales of fees in different provinces I 

(c) Are the Government aware that several of the ^ou^a m 

India 4ve from time to time in their decision pointed out that a new 
Cour^fees Act should be enacted in the light of the 

the working of this fiscal enactment for the past several decades 1 

(d) Is it a fact that even after the Devolution Act (Act 

of in the year 1928, the Government of India addrewd the low 

Court Fees Act of 1870 and to bring it up to date, with due regard to w 
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other connected enactments^ as also perhaps to provide one uniform law 
of court-fccs for the whole of British India f 

(e) Is it a fact that a new Court-fees Bill in the light of the sug- 
gestions made by the local Governments, was actually drafted for enact- 
ment ? If so, do Government intend to proceed with the Bill 1 If so, 
when t If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) Government are aware that 
the Court-fees Act passed in 1870 has since undergone, as was natural, 
various amendments to meet defects brought to notice from time to time. 

(6) In 1922 and 1923 several Local Governments, acting under the 
powers conferred by the Devolution Rules, which made ‘‘ Judicial Stamps 
a provincial reserved subject, amended the schedules to the Act and 
certain provisions therein, in order to raise additional revenue. 

(c) I am not aware what particular decisions of the High Courts the 
Honourable Member has in mind. 

(d) and (c). It is a fact that in 1923 Local Governments were con- 
sulted on the desirability of amending some of the general provisions of 
the Act, in view of the conflicting judicial opinions and practical adminis- 
trative difficulties which had been brought to notice. A Bill to amend 
the Court-fees Act was introduced in the Assembly in March 1924 and 
was referred to a Select Committee,- but before the next stage could be 
reached the Report of the Taxation Inquiry Committee was published. 
This Committee made several recommendations which impinged on the 
Court-fees Act and the Bill as it emerged from the Select Committee. 
The Bill was accordingly further examined with reference to these recom- 
mendations and the Government of India finally decided that the amend- 
ments embodied in the Bill were not urgently necessary and that the ques- 
tion of its re-introduction should await the impending revision of the 
constitution. 


Excessive Court Fees prescribed by Local Governments. 

758. ^Pandit Ram Krishna Jha : Are Government aware that 
the court-fees prescribed by several Local Governments (i.e., Bihar and 
Orissa Act II of 1922) are much in excess of those prescribed by Act VTI 
of 1870, and are causing great hardship f 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : With your permission, Sir, I 
propose to answer questions Nos. 758, 759 and 760 together. 

Under the Devolution Rules “ Judicial Stamps ’’ is a provincial sub- 
ject only subject to legislation by the Indian Legislature as regards the 
amount of court fees levied in relation to suits and proceedings in the 
High Courts under their original jurisdiction. As I have explained in my 
reply to the Honourable Member's previous question, certain Local Legis- 
latures have passed Acts amending the Schedules to the Court-fees Act, 
1870, to raise additional revenue, and certain provisions of the Act itself, 
to suit local requirements. I am not aware of the fact mentioned in ques- 
tion No. 760 
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Court Pees prescribed by Local Council Acts. 

t769. *Paiidit Bam Krishna Jha : Are Government aware that 
some of thff Local Council Acts (i.a., Bihar and Orissa Act II of 1922) 
have not only increased the fees to a great extent but have prescribed 
no maximum amount or put any limit as to amount payable, as some 
other Local Council Acts (i.e., Bengal Act IV of 1922) have done ? 

Court Fees prescribed by Local Council Acts. 

t760- •Pandit Bam Krishna Jha : Are Government aware that 
in some cases litigants of one province, where no maximum fee has 
been prescribed, have been forced to file suits in another province where 
such maximum fee has been prescribed ? 

Enactment op a Uniform Court Fees Act for the whole of India. 

761. •Pandit Bam Krishna Jha • (a) Are Government prepared to 
take nj) at an early date the necessary legislation for providing one uniform 
scale of court fees for the whole of India, as was the case, before the 
Devolution Act (Act XXXVIII of 1920) ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) be in the negative, do Government propose 
to consider the advisability of repealing all the local Acts passed after 
the Devolution Act and of making the provision of Act VII of 1870, 
applicable to the whole of India, as one law on the subject ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : The decision which Government 
came to in this matter has been stated in reply to question No. 7«57. In 
view of the existing constitutional position, the Government of India regard 
it as impracticable or at any rate premature, to attempt to legislate for a 
uniform scale of court fees for the whole of India, and to repeal the A(fts 
which have been passed by the local Legislatures. 

Admission to the Arya Samaj of Government Servants. 

762. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : With reference to Government’s reply to 
Khan Bahadur Haji Wajih-ud-din’s unstarred question No. 223, dated 
February 23, 1931 (communicated to the latter personally), regarding 
political bodies forbidden to Government servants, will Government be 
pleased to state, for the information of the House, whether Arya 
Samhjes come under the category of political bodies f 

The Honpurable Sir James Ororar : I have made inquiries from the 
Local Governments, the results of which will be communicated to the 
Honourable Member as soon as I receive their replies. 

Foreign Competition with Indian Hosiery Factories. 

763. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : With reference to Government’s reply 
to Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla’s starred question No. 314, dated 
February 3, 1931, stating that Government have received representations 
containing statements to the effect that a number of Indian hosiery 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 758. 
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factories have recently been closed down owing to. foreign competition, 
particularly that of Japan, and that the representations were under 
the consideration of Government, will Government be pleased to state, 
for the information of the House, what relief they propose to give to the 
industry and what action has been taken on the said representations ? 

•The Honourable Sir Gteorge Rainy : The representations were 
examined. It would be contrary to the established policy of Government 
to impose a protective duty on hosiery without a recommendation from tlie 
Tariff Board, or to refer the hosiery industry to the Tariff Board for exami- 
nation unless the industry were first able to offer satisfactory prima facie 
evidence for believing that it could establish a case for protection, having 
regard to the principles laid down by the Fiscal Commission. No such 
evidence has been placed before Government. 

Appointment op Indians in the Carriage and Wagon Shops op the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway, Ajmer. 

764. *Mr. Bhuput fling : Will Government be pleased to place on 
the table, for the information of the House, the particulars asked for in 
parts (6) and (c) of unstarred question 165, by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, 
on February 2nd, 1931, regarding appointment of Indians in the Carriage 
and Wagon Shops of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway at 
Ajmer f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am having a copy of the reply sent to Mr. 
Gaya Prasad Singh sent to the Honourable Member. A copy is already 
in the Library. 

Advertisement op Indian Railways by Publicity Officers abroad. 

765. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : With reference to Government's reply 
to my starred question No. 442, dated February 11, 1931, regarding Pub- 
licity Officers for Indian Railways in England and America, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state, for the information of the House : 

(а) whether the Publicity Officers for Indian Railways in London 

and New York, or in other parts of the world (if one has 
since been appointed in addition) issue posters and other 
advertisement literature to advertise the interests of the 
Indian Railways in their respective territories, or simply 
make use of the posters and literature supplied to them by 
the Central Publicity Bureau of the Government of India 
Railway Board ; 

(б) if former be the case, whether a statement will be laid on 

the table giving the details of such publications and the cost 
incurred therefor in 1925-26, 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29, 

1929-30, 1930-31 ; 

(c) whether the said officers also advertise in papers and journals in 

their respective territories ; if so, what has been the cost 
therefor during 1925-26, 1926-27, 1927-28, 1928-29, 1929-30, 
and 1930-31 ; 

(d) if answer to the first portion of part (a) be in the negative, 

viz.f if it be the case that posters, pamphlets, brochures, 
and other advertisement literature are supplied to them by 
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the Qovernment of India Railway Board’s Central Publicity 
Bureau, what fraction of &e copies printed are given for 
distribution : 

(1) to the oflScersin England, 

(2) to the officer in America, and 

(3) retained for distribution or display in India ; 

[The actual numbers so distributed may be illustrated by citing 
figures in respect of the following posters and publications : 

Pamphlets : — Big Game Shooting ; Gaur ; Ajanta ; 

Ootacamund. 

Posters : 

Fatehpur Sikri, by Miss Newsome. 

Darjeeling (Lama Design), by Mr. Veevers. 

Benares, by Mr. Bagdatopolus. 

Kashmir (“ Lucky Dogs ” design), by Mr. Taite.] • 

(e) whether the advertisements of the Indian Railways are dis- 
played in Tasmania ; 

(/) what office, London or New York, conducts this advertising ; 

(g) whether any advertisements of Indian Railways are displayed 

in any of the States of Australia ; if so, what ofiBice, London 
or New York, eonductss advertising in that area ; and 

(h) whether Government are contemplating to open similar ofiBces 

in other territories ; if so, where ? 

Bfr. A. A. L. Parsons : I regret that I cannot undertake to impose 
on the Central Publicity Office the very laborious task of 
compiling all the information for which the Honourable Member asks. I 
am, however, asking him to let me know the replies to parts (a), (c), (/) 
and (g) of the question and also to part (d) if the figures are available, 
but not for the distribution of individual posters. If possible, I will also 
obtain for the Honourable Member the cost of posters and other advertising 
literature issued by the- Publicity Offices in London and New York since 
they were opened. The reply to the first part of (h) of the question is in 
the negative ; the second part does not arise. 

Recruitment of Residents of Delhi Province to Services in the Punjab. 

766. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) What steps have Government 
taken to safeguard the interests of the residents of Delhi Province as 
regards recruitment to various services in the Punjab 1 

(b) Has any quota been fixed for the Delhi Province in this connec- 
tion 1 If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) and (b). Recruitment to 
their services is entirely a matter for Local Governments, and jio steps h>ive 
been taken by the Government of India to interfere with their discretion 
in this matter. It has been ascertained from the Punjab Government that 
in the Ambala Division two out of twelve Sub-Inspectdrships of Excise 
are reserved foi residents of Delhi Province. For other services, with the 
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exception of the Punjab PoPest Service, Delhi candidates are considered 
but take their chance pari passu with Punjab candidates. 

Becruitment op Kesidents op Delhi Province to Services in the Punjab. 

767. *Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : Will Government please state how 
many residents of Delhi Province have been recruited to the following 
strvices in the Punjab since the formation of the Delhi Province : 

(a) Punjab Provincial Service (Executive and Judicial) ; 

C&) Imperial Police Service and Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of 
Police ; 

(c) Indian and Provincial Educational Service ; 

(d) Tehsildar and Naib Tehsildar ; and 

(e) OfiScer and Assistant Officer, Income-tax ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : The information is not readily 
available and cannot be collected without an amount of labour which 
would, I think, be disproportionate to the results. 

Collieries owned by Government in Bengal, Bihar and the Central 
" Provinces. 

768. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Will Government please 
state ; 

(а) what is the number of collieries owned by Government iu 

Bengal, Bihar and Central Provinces ; 

(б) what is the approximate average cost of working the collieries 

per 1,000 acres ; 

(c) what is the number of collieries which have stopped working ; 

(d) how many of these collieries are being worked by Govern- 

ment ,* 

(e) how many contracts have been granted to Bengalis, how many 

to Punjabis and how many to other Indians and Anglo- 
Indians ; 

(/) whether the supply from these collieries is sufficient to meet 
the demands of Government ; 

ig) if not, do Government contemplate acquiring further collieries 
to meet their own demands ; 

(A) what is the approximate amount involved in contracts of 
supply from private or company-owned collieries ; and 
(i) what amount of these contracts was given to European con- 
cerns and how many to Indians f 

Hr. A. A. L. Parsons : The information asked for is being obtained 
from the Chief Mining Engineer, Bailway Board, Calcutta, and will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member on receipt. 

Hindu and Sikh Populations in Bengal and the Punjab. 

769. *Sir Hari Singh Ckmr (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri 
Chaudhury) : Will Government please state the number of the Hindu 
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population (male and female) in Bengal and the Punjab according to the 
last Census and also of the Sikh pop^ation in the Punjab 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I lajr a statement on the table. 


Statement, 


The figures aeked for are as follows : 




Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Hindus — 

Bengal . • 

. . 

11,282,633 

10,265,388 

21,637,921 

Punjab 

. . 

3,465,634 

2,863,064 

6,328,688 

Sikhs-^ 

Punjab 


1,703,684 

1,360,660 

3,064,144 


Communal Propaganda by Government Officials. 

770. *Mr. A. Hoon : (a) Are Government aware of the fact that 
a very large number of the public declare that certain Government offi- 
cials holding very high positions openly carry on communal propaganda 
for the community to which they belong ? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
])lease explain what action they propose to take against them ? If Govern- 
ment do not propose to take any action against them, will they state why ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) and (6). The question is 
expressed in such general terms as to make it difficult to give a reply. 
The second part of the question may relate to action against members 
of the public or against Government officials. In either case the Honour- 
able Member will doubtless realise that action must depend on the parti- 
cular facts. 

Establishment of an International Agricultural Credit Company* 

771. ^Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state if any correspondence has been exchanged between them 
and the League of Nations regarding the establishment of an International 
Agricultural Credit! Company ? 

(6) If so, will they be pleased to place a copy of the same on the 
table ? 

(c) Will Government please state if they have signed the requisite 
Convention ? If not, why not ? 

id) Are Government aware that Great Britain, a non-agricultural 
country, has long ago accepted the scheme and signed the Convention ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) No^ 

such correspondence has passed. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) The Convention of the International Agricultural Mortgage 
Credit Company is not at present open to signature by Governments of 
non-European States. 

(d) So far as Government are aware. Great Britain has not signed the 
Convention, 
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Development of Indian Indusi^es fob the Chinese Mabket. 

772. ’'‘Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Has the attention of 
Government been drawn to a letter published in the Leader of the 30th 
^August, 1031, under the caption of “ Chinese Market and Indian Indus- 
tries ” 1 

(h) If the facts stated therein are true, will Government please state 
if they intend to take advantage of the situation, which has arisen in 
China, for the development of Indian industries f Will Government please 
state their reasons for their reply t 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government of India have no information regarding the 
conditions alleged in the letter to exist in China. The latter part of the 
question, therefore, does not arise. 

Pbotection of the Indian Hosieby Industby fbom Japanese Competition. 

773. ’^Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Will Government please 
state what steps, if any, they have taken during the current year for the 
protection of the hosiery industry in India from menace from Japan f 
Are they aware that Japan has been continually flooding the Indian 
markets with its cheap products ? 

(b) If no action has been taken so far, will Government please state 
the reasons ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : 1 would refer the Honourable 
Member to my answer to Mr. Bhuput Sing’s starred question No. 763. 

Intebpbetation of the Wobdingof Tbeasuby Bills. 

774. ’■‘Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to submit to the House the interpretation which they would put 
on the wordings of the Treasury Bill ? 

(6) Will Government please state whether by “ the revenues of the 
Government of India ”, they mean only that income which Government 
earn from land revenue or the total income of the Government from all 
sources t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The wording of a 
Treasury Bill clearly means that the holder is entitled to demand pay- 
ment on due date from the revenues of Government creditetl to the general 
balances of Government. 

(6) Treasury Bills, like other borrowings of the Government of India, 
arc a charge on all the revenues of Government, that is to say, the receipts 
from all sources and not on land revenue only. 

Steblino Loans of the Govebnment of India. 

775. *Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Does the Honourable the 
Finance Member remember the assurance given by him to the House while 
introducing the Budget on the 28th February, 1931, that “ No further 
sterling loans will be required ” 1 
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f&) If SO, will Government be pleased to state why, contrary to that 
undertaking. Government raised a further loan of £10,000,000 at such a 
high rate of interest t 

fc) Are Government aware that the issue of that loan, at the top of 
the heavy borrowings of last year has considerably aflEected the financial 
credit of India in the world market t 

(d) Are Government prepared to assure the House that in future 
they would sound the Members of the House before raising a loan, i)firti- 
cularly when issuing it outside the country ? 

(e) If the reply to part (d) be in the negative, is the House to under- 
stand that Government are intent upon pursuing a borrowing policy 
despite all protests from the public ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (o) and (6). The Honourable 
Member has net quoted the whole of my statement. What I said was 
Given normal conditions as regards borrowing and remittance from 
India, no further sterling loans will be required. But this, of course, 
will be dependent on the conditions to which I have referred.'' The Honour- 
able Member v;ill, I think, agree that conditions since I made this state- 
ment have been far from normal. 

(c) This is a matter of opinion about which Government are not 
prepared to make any statement. 

(d) and (e). The raising of loans is a function of the executive and it 
would be quite impossible to sound the Members of this House before raising 
loans. The Government are fully aware of the general feeling in the 
country that external borrowing should be restricted, and it is in fact 
the Government's i)resent policy to restrict such borrowing to the minimum 
which is absolutely necessary. 

Appointment op Indian Trade Commissioners. 

776 *Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to place on the table a statement containing the names of the Indian 
Trade Commissioners appointed as a result of the recommendations made 
by the Indian Trade Mission regarding market for the Indian cotton goods 
in the Near East, etc. ? 

(5) Are Government prepared to give an assurance to the House that 
in the course of one year from date, Indian Trade Commissioners will be 
appointed in all the countries which afford probable markets for the 
Indian manufactures ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : (a) No appointment of Indian 
Trade Commissioner has yet been made at any of the centres recommended 
by the Indian Trade Mission. 

(b) As progress even with the recently sanctioned scheme for the 
appointment of six Indian Trade Commissioners abroad lias been delayed 
by the existing financial stringency, the Government of India are unable 
lo give the assurance desired by the Honourable Member. 

Leave Reserve and Officiating Promotion in the Headquarters Office 
OP THE North Western Railway. 

777. ’'Mr. B. V. Jadhav (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) : 
(^0 Is it a fact that in the Headquarters OflSce, North Western Railway, 
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no leave reserve is^ bemg provided for the clerical establishment while the 
officers and the Divisional clerical staff have got such facilities f If so,, 
will Government please explain the reason for doing so ? 

(h) Will Government state the reasons for stopping the practice of 
engaging substitutes in the cases of privilege and medical leave ? 

(c) Is it the intention of the Railway Administration to debar the 
members of the Headquarters Office only from the privilege of officiating 
promotions 7 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have called for information and will com- 
municate with the Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Passage Allowance for Subordinates op Non-Asiatic Domicile. 

778. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) : 
Is it a fact that passage allowance for subordinates of non- Asiatic domicile 
ill India was sanctioned recently 7 If so, will Government kindly state 
reasons for the step at a time of financial stringency like the present ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Orders were passed in 1930' 
giving to certain classes of non-Superior Officers of non-Asiatic domicile 
serving under the Central Government passage benefits on the lines of 
those granted to officers of non-Asiatic domicile in the Superior Services, 
but at lower rates. The orders, with a description of the classes to whom 
they apply, will be found in the Home Department Office Memorandum 
No. P. 10|4-30-Bstablishments, dated the 6th August, 1930, a copy of 
which has been placed in the Library. The scheme was sanctioned some 
time before the present financial position developed. 

Grievances of Indians on State Railways. 

779. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) : 
(a) Is it a fact that a Special Officer of the Railway Board has been 
deputed to investigate the grievances of Muhammadans over the North 
Western Railway and other State Railways ? 

(b) If so, are Government prepared to appoint a similar officer to 
redress the grievances of Indians over the State Railways in different 
offices and out-door staff, i.e,, Workshops, Loco. Shed, Train Examining 
Staff, Electricians, Engineering, Operating and Commercial Branches re- 
garding recruitment, educational facilities and quarters and fix some per- 
centage for Anglo-Indians and Europeans and also other communities V 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Two officers have been placed on special 
duty to assist in the carrying out of the policy of Government with regard 
to the redress of communal inequalities in recruitment to the subordinate 
services on State-managed railways. 

(6) The grievances of the staff generally, including Indians, on State 
railways In respect of recruitment, educational facilities and quarters 
receive the constant attention of the Railway Board and of Railway Ad- 
ministrations and Government do not think that it is necessary to appoint 
a special officer at present for the purpose. 

With regard tG the second part of the question. Government do not 
propose to fix a percentage for the representation of each comBiunity in 
the services. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWIBS. S8S 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What is the name of the other ofScer in addition 
to Mr. Hassan t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I am afraid I cannot at the moment recall 
his name, hut he is a Sikh. « 

Organisation op the Indian State Air Service. 

780. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) : 

(a) Will Government be pleased to state if the State Air Service between 
Karachi and Delhi P4Jid Delhi and Calcutta will be inaugurated this year ; 
if so, when ? 

(b) Will Government kindly inform the House of the steps taken to 
train Indians as pilot and ground engineers for manning the State Air 
Service when it is inaugurated ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) and (b). 1 would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the reply given in this House on the 7th September, 
1931, to parts (a), (b) and (c) of starred question No. 33 by Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh. 

Employment of Indians trained abroad in Civil Aviation. 

781. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) ; 
(a) Are Government aware that a number of Indian youths are under- 
going training in civil aviation in England and other European countries 
and some have recently returned to this country after completing their 
course of training ? 

(b) Do Government propose to take steps to see that the services of 
Ihese young men are properly utilised by the State or by Flying Clubs 
subsidized by the State ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Yes. 

(b) It is not possible for Government to guarantee employment for 
Indians trained abroad in civil aviation. A certain number of qualified 
Indians, some of whom have been trained at Government expense, do at 
present hold appointments under Government and under certain of the 
Plying Clubs in India. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May 1 take it that the question of civil 
aviation will not be alfected by the recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : I think that is asking rather a big question. 

Allotment of Government Quarters in Simla. 

782. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government please state what 
action do they take in respect of those quarters in Simla whose occupants 
are permanently located in New Delhi with their offices or transferred from 
Simla for a long period ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government allow such quarters to stand in the 
names of those who are detained in New Delhi or transferred and allow 
them to sub-let the quarters to other persons 1 

(c) Do Government know that such persons do business and charge a 
'very heavy sum as rent t 

li234LAD 
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(d) Do Government propose to cancel such allotment I If not, Why 
not 1 . 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) and (ft). The quarters referred to are allotted 
annually to Government employees who are compelled to reside on duty 
ill Simla, and, in the event of any of the tenants of sucli quarters bein^ 
located permanently in New Delhi, or transferred from Siml^, subsequent 
to the allotment of the quarters, they are ordinarily allowed to sublet them 
with the permission of the Superinteliding Engineer concerned. 

(c) No. 

(d) Government contemplate the introduction of a rule in the next 
revision of rules for clerks^ quarters in Simla which would give the tenants 
the option of having the allotment cancelled in such eases. It does not, 
however, seem desirable to make it compulsory for tenants to surrender 
the quarters as it is likely to operate harshly in some cases without any 
corres])onding advantage to Government. 

Appointments in the Secretariat and Attached Offices. 

783. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that certain candidates who 
qualified for the Second Division of the Secretariat in 1926 are employed 
in the Lower Division of attached offices ? 

(ZO Is it a fact that the pay of the Lower Division of attached offices 
is equivalent to that of the Third Division of the Imperial Secretariat, i,e,, 
Rs. 75-175 f 

(c) Is it a fact that the candidates who qualified for the Second Divi- 
sion in 1931 have been offered appointments in the Second D*n ision of the 
Secretariat where the pay is Rs. 80 — 350 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the 1926 examination was strictly competitive like 
the one held in 1931 ? 

(e) If so, was there any reason for appointing 1931 candidates to the 
Secretariat in preference to the 1926 candidates ; if there was any, what 
was that reason ? 

(/) Is it a fact that some of the 1926 candidates are still serving in a 
temporary capacity whereas the 1931 candidates have been offered per- 
manent appointments f 

(g) Is it a fact that although there is a provision for inter-departmental 
transfer, tlie Public Service Commission are not concerned with the matter 
and are Government aware that such transfer is almost impossible in view 
of the increased provision for promotion from one Division to another 
within the Department ? 

(It) If so, are Government prepared to ask the Public Service Com- 
mission to maintain a list of these 19126 candidates and nominate them for 
future vacancies in the Second Division of the Secretariat ? If not, why 
not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) and (o). Yes. 

(b) There is a distinct Third Division in the Secretariat and among 
attached offices in Army Headquarters only. The pay of both of these is 
Bs. 75 — 170. In other attached offices there is no distinct Second or 
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Third Division below assistants. Clerks in those offices draw Bs. 75— 16S, 
with a selection grade on Rs. 160 — 175. 

(d) and (e). It was decided that as a matter of policy a reasonable 
proportion of vacancies should be thrown open to outside candidates in 
1931 by competitive examination. These vacancies were filled by the 
1931 candiduteb and were therefore not available for candidates who 
passed earlier examinations. 

(/) Yes. 

([;) Inter-departmental transfers, while not forbidden, are exceptional 
and not claimable as of right. The Public Service Commission are not 
concerned with them. 

(h) The Public Service Commission maintain a list of 1926 candi- 
dates who have not secured permanent employment under Government, and 
Government have already issued orders to Departments that in making 
departmental appointments to permanent vacancies from among qualified 
men temporarily- employed, those who qualified at the examination of 1926 
should be given preference. 

Complimentary Tickets issued on the North Western Railway. 

784. *BSr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. N. R. Gunjal) ; (a) Is it a 
fact that several complimentary tickets were issued to members of a 
marriage party of a relation of a member of the Bengal and North Western 
Railway Enquiry Committee ? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
rule governing the issue of complimentary tickets in Indian Railways f 

(c) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to lay a copy of that rule on the table f 

Mr. A. A L« Parsons : Government have no information. The issue 
of complimentary tickets or passes over the Bengal and North Western 
Railway is a matter entirely within the discretion of the Administration 
of that line. 

(b) There is no rule governing the issue of complimentary tickets 
or passes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Appointment op a Nephew of a Member of the Bengal and North 
Western Railway Enquiry Committee in the Traffic Service. 

785. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. N. R. Gunjal) : Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether a nephew of a member of the Bengal 
and North Western Railway Enquiry Committee has been promised an 
appointment in the Traffic Service ? If so, will Government be pleased to 
state if there is any rule for recruitment in the Traffic Service and whether 
the vacancies are advertised ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information. 

Report of the Bengal and North Western Railway Enquiry Committee. 

786. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. N. R. Gunjal) : Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state -when the Report of the Bengal and North 
Western Railway Enquiry Committee will be published ? 

3j234LAD 
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Mr. A. A. L. Pttnoxii : It was placed on the table on the 9ih Septem* 

.her. 

SjXPRNDITURE BY THE BENGAL AND NoRTH WESTERN RAILWAY ON ITS 

Enquiry Committee. 

787. Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. N. R. Gunjal) : Will Qoy- 
emment be pleased to state if the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
spent any money for the Enquiry Committee ? If so, will Goveniment be 
pleased to state the amount so spent and on what item ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No. 

Removal op Telegraph W^ires prom the Devlali to the Nasik Telegraph 

Ofpice. 

788. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. S. G. Jog) : Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state : 

(а) the reasons for the removal of the telegraph wires from 

Devlali Telegraph Office to Nasik Telegraph Office ; 

(б) the total cost incurred on account of removal of the wires and 

other connections from Devlali to Nasik ; 

(c) the Headquarters for the Sub-Divisional Engineering staff 

of the Telegraph branch supervising Nasik ; 

(d) whether Devlali is not nearer the railway station as compared 

with Nasik ; and 

(e) whether this change has necessitated the grant of increased 

travelling allowance for any officials of the Telegraph 
Branch on account of their visit to Nasik ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : The information is being collected and will be 
supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

The Postwala System at the Kalbadevi Post Office in Bombay. 

789. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. S. G. Jog) : Will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state in detail : 

(a) the Postwala System obtaining at the Kalbadevi Post Office 
in Bombay ; 

(i) whether it is a fact that Mr. Nowroji Postwala for v/hose benefit 
this system was permitted to be continued, has since died 
and that he has no direct descendants ; 

(c) whether on the death of Mr. Kazi, another Postwala of Mandvi 

Post Office in Bombay, the system at that office was 
abolished ; 

(d) what is the number of his constituents and the amount recover- 

ed by him from each of them for effecting delivery of their 
correspondence ; 

(e) whether the Postwala is himself a Post Box holder at Kalbadevi 

Post Office ; 

(/) whether it is a fact that his representatives have been allowed 
the use of the public hall on the first fioor of the Kalbadevi 
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Post Office and, if so, what rent is recovered from him for 
such use ; and 

(gf) whether it is the intention of Gtove^nment to farm out work of 
this nature by contract and, if so, whether they are prepared 
to permit other agencies to do such work t 

Sir Hubert Sams : Information is being collected and will 'be fur- 
lushed to the Honourable Member separately. 

Platform Attendance by R. M. S. Sorters. 

790. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. S. G. Jog) : Will Govern* 
ment be pleased to state' : 

(a) whether the enquiry referred to in the repW to the unstarred 

question No. 306, put in by Mr. N. R. Gunjal on the i6th 
March, 1931, has since been completed and, if so, with what 
result ; 

(b) whether it has since been further decided that the platform 

attendance of the R. M. S. sorters should be completely 
ignored and the additional set in the R. M. S. Section with* 
drawn under certain circumstances and, if so, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to place on the table a copy of these orders ; 

(c) whether it is the intention of these orders that the platform 

attendance even to the extent of two hours which is largely 
in excess of the permissible time; of 15 minutes, should neither 
be considered nor counted as duty t 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Tes ; the time spent in Record Offices hM 
not been included for determining terms of duty in vans. 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the negative. The second part 
does not arise. 

(c) Platform attendance is counted unless it should have the effect 
of reducing the weekly working hours in the van below prescribed 
limits. 


Powers op Town Inspectors of Post Offices. 

791: "'■ir. Bhuput Slug (on behalf of Mr. S. G. Jog) : Will' Govern- 
ment be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the examination of the question of giving powers to 

the Town Inspectors of Post Offices attached to the First 
Class Head Offices has beeu' compl^eted if ^il^ 
i-esult ; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Town Inspectors at the Presidency 

Towns of Madras and Calcutta, do exercise the powers of 
appointment, etc., of postmen and inferior servants and 
whether any administrative difficulty is experienced at those 
Presidency Towns ; 

(c) whether the delegation of these powers in Bombay would 

reduce considerably the work of the City Superintendents 
attached to Bombay General Post Office ; 
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(d) whether the inspection of First and Second Class Offices was 

carried on by the Town Inspectors even when these posts 
carried time-scale of pay ; and 

(e) wliether Government have explored the possibility ot reducing 
. one post of the City Superintendent by again delegating the 

work referred to in part (d) to the Town Inspectors ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) to (c). The subject is still under examina- 
tion. 

(d) and (c). An inquiry will be made. 

Bent and Purchase Price op “ Thakersey House ” and “ Irwin House ” 

IN Bombay. 

792. *Mr. Bhuput Sing (on behalf of Mr. S. G. Jog) : Will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state : 

(a) the amount of rent paid by the Post Office for the occupation of 
the Thakersey House in Bombay, per month inclusive of all 
municipal and other taxes ; 

(h) the total amount paid for the purchase of Irwin House in 
Bombay for the Post Office including the commission of the 
House Agent ; 

(c) the ground rent paid per month to the Bombay Port Tnist 

(d) the average monthly amount demanded by the Bombay 

Municipality by way of house and other taxes ; 

(e) the amount required to be spent per month for the purchase of 

disinfectants and the supervisory charges required to be* paid 
to the Bombay Municipality or otherwise ; 

(/) the total expenditure so far incurred on the,rep>airs to the 
Irwin House after its purchase and the recurring expenditure 
required annually for its repairs ; 

(g) the annual depreciation value of the building ; and 

(fc) the total monthly expenditure on account of all items men- 
tioned in parts (c), (d) and (e) including the average 
monthly interest on the purchase price ? 

lir Hubert Sams : (a) to (h). Information is being compiled and 
)e furnished to the Honourable Member separately. 

Protection for the Sugar Industry, 

796. *llr. M. Maswobd Ahmad (on behalf of Seth Haji Abdoola 
Haroon) : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether they are aware of the recommendations made by the 

Indian Tariff Board in February last in connection with 
protection to the sugar industry in India ; and if so, 

(б) whether a bill in respect thereof is expected to come before 

the Assembly during the ensuing session ; 

(c) if answer to (h) above is in the negative, when the bill should 
be expected to be , introduced in the Assembly t 
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The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. 

(b) Gtovemment do not propose to introduce a Bill during the cur- 
rent session. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

Age Limit for the Indian Civil Service Examination in India and in 

England. 

794. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : (n) Are Government aware 
that the age limit for the Indian Civil Service examination in India is 
twenty-three While the age limit in England is twenty-four years 9 

(b) Are Government aware that an Indian student has to pre- 
pare all his subjects in a foreign language while an English student in 
his own mother-language 1 

(c) If so, will they be pleased to explain the reasons why this dis- 
tinction in age is allowed t 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (u) Yes ; but as age in the case 
of the Indian examination is reckoned with reference to the 1st January, 
while in the case of the London examination it is reckoned with refer- 
ence to the 1st August, the distinction is not as great as would at first 
sight appear. 

(b) The language of instruction in both cases is English. 

(c) The reasons for the distinction are, first that it is considered 
desirable that all members of the Service should take up their duties 
before attaining the age of 26, and secondly, that it is considered desir- 
able that those recruited in India should have the advantage of two 
years’ training in England. 

Auxiliary Language required for the I. C. S. Examination. 

796. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : (a) Do Government know 

Ihat a student is not allowed to lake an Indian language as an auxiliary 
language for his I. Ci S. examination in England while he is allowed 
to take any of the European languages besides English 9 If. so, why 9 

(b) Do Government know that it causes a great ‘ hardship on the 
Indian students, who have to compete with English students in the* 
English language 9 

(c) Do Government propose to remove this grievance in the next 
I. C. S. examination to be held in London 9 

The Honourable Sir Jaines Grerar : (a) Yes. A European candidate 
is compelled to take a language other than his mother-tongue. There 
Would be practical difficulties in ascertaining which was the mother- 
tongue for an Indian candidate and also in finding examiners in London 
in the many languages which are mother-tongues in India. 1 may ob- 
serve that the candidate whose mother-tongue is an Indian language is 
allowed to take either General Anthropology or Special Anthropology 
instead of an auxiliary language, while a European candidate is not 
given this option. In practice, it has been found that the Indian candi- 
date does not suffer from this arrangement. 
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(b) In practice, no hardship is caused, fhe Indian candidates who 
compete in the London etamination have full command of English and 
they have studied the subjects which they take in that language. 

(c) As explained above, there is no real grievance and no action is, 
therefore, necessary. 

Resolutions passed at the All-India Medical Conference. 

796. *Mr. Muhanunad Azhar Ali (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri 
Chaudhury) : Will Government be pleased to state wlietber they received 
copies of the resolutions passed at the All-India Medical Conference, 
Seventh Session, held at Poona on 25th, 26th and 27th April, 1931, con- 
cerning questions affecting medical services, public health and meJical 
research f If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state what steps they propose to take in regard to the resolutions ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

Honourable Member is referred to the reply already given by me to 
the identical question No. 434 asked by Mr. K. C. Neogy. 

Introduction of the Indian Medical Council Bill. 

797. *Mr. Muhammad A^ar Ali (on behalf of Mr. D. E. Lahiri 
Chaudhury) : (a) Will Government kindly state when they propose to 
introduce the Indian Medical Council Bill ? Has the Draft Bill been 
circulated fcr public opinion t 

(b) Is it a fact that the Indian medical profession represented by 
the Indian Medical Association was not consulted or invited to the 
Conference, which was held by Government regarding this Bill t 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) and 

(6). The Honourable Member is referred to the reply already given by 
me to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s starred question No. 36. 

Composition op the proposed Indian Medical Council. 

798. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (on behalf of Mr. T). K. Lahiri 
Gliaudhuiy) ; Has« the attention of Government been drawn to a resolu- 
tion passed by the All-India Medical Conference urging that the Indian 
Medical Council, when formed, should be an independent and predomi- 
nantly non-official body with an adequate representation of the independent 
medical practitioners — ^both graduates and licentiates — and should have a 
non-official elected President from iis commencement ; that its function.^ 
should be, among others, to maintain a uniform and minimuni high stand- 
ard of medical education in India 7 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Tes. 

Resolution of the All-India Medical Conference re the Medical 

Register. 

799« ^Mr. Muhammad Adiar Ali (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri 
Chaudhury) ; (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to 
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Res(dution No. 4 passed at the All-India Medical Conference held at Poona 
on 25th, 26th and 27th April, 1931, which mns as follows : 

<< This Oonferenee is of opinion that no one who is not on the Indian Medleal 
itegister should be entertained in the Civil, Military, Naval or Air Services, of the 
country or be permitted to act as a ship’s Surgeon or in such other services. ” 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state what steps they propose to take in the matter ! Has 
the attention of the representatives nominated by Government to the 
Round Table Conference been drawn to this matter ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husaiu : (a) and (b). 
The Honourable Member is referred to the reply already given by me 
to Mr. K. C. Neogy’s starred question No. 436. As regards the last 
part of the question, the Honourable Member is probably under gome 
misapprehension. 

Licentiates op Medical Schools in Indian States. 

800. Muhammad Azhar AU (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri 
Chandhury) : (a) Is it a fact that the licentiates of medical schools in 
the different Indian States are not given the same status as the licentiates 
of medical institutions in British India ? 

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state what the difficulties are 
to prevent their having the same status ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) and (b). 
The Honourable Member is referred to the reply already given by me 
to Mr. K. C. Ncogy’s starred question No. 437. 

Reservation of Posts in the Medical Research Department for OtncERS 
OF THE Indian Medical Service. 

801. *Mr. M[uhammad Azhar All (ori behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri 
Chandhury) ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state how many posts 
in the Medical Research Department have been reserved for members of 
the Indian Medical Service f 

(b) Is it a fact that the Conference held in Simla in July, 1930, on 
the qiiestion of the creatibii of the Central Medical Resqai'ch Institute, the 
question of the' reservation of posts for Indiqh Medical Service officers i& 
tee Medical Research Department was unanihiouSly opposed by the nob- 
offieial representatives attending the Conference T 

(c) Is it a fact that in the resolution moved by Mr. Jisyakar in the 
Assembly, in accordance with which the above Conference was held in 
Sitelb in July, 1980,' ted question of the appointment of officers in the 
Ibdian Medical Research Department was one of the matters which was 
referred to the Conference for discussion t 

(d) Is it a ^t that Sir Frank Noyce who presided at the Confer- 
ence declined to allow the Conference to discuss the question of the posts 
in the Medical Research Department reserved for the I. M. S. officers t 
Is it a fact teat a large number of members at the Conference differed 
from the Chairman in regard to his ruling in this matter ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : The 

Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the reply given by me to 
the identical question No. 438 asked by Mr. K. C. Neogy. 
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Establishment op a Central Medical Research Institute. 

802. *1Si. Hidiaiimiad Adiar All (on behalf of Mr. D. K. Lahiri 
Chaudhury) : Will Oovemment be pleased to state what steps Govern- 
ment have taken in regard to the re-eonstitution and establishment of the 
Central Medical Research Institute as proposed bv the Fletcher Com- 
mittee t 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

Honourable Member is referred to the reply given by me to Mr. K. 0- 
Neogy’s starred question No. 439. 

Reconstitution op the Governing Body op the Research Fund 

Association. 

803. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (on behalf of Mr. 1). K. Lahiri 

Chaudhury) : Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken to reconstitute the Governing Body of the Research Fund Associa- 
tion as recomi!iended by the Conference held in Simla on July 21st and 

22nd, 1930 1 If not, why not 1 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

Honourable Member is referred to the reply given by me to part (a) of 
Mr. K. C. Neogy’s starred question No. 452. 

Salaries of Heads op Research Institutes. 

804. "^Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the attention of the Retrenchment Committee was drawn 
by Government to the following resolutions passed at the All-India Medi- 
cal Conference : 

** That this Conference is of opinion that the salaries paid to the Depart- 
mental Heads of Research Institutes in India are exhorbitant and that a thorough 
revision of the salaries of the Departmental Heads of these institutions is im- 
perative. ' ’ 

** That this Conference protests against the reservation of three out of six 
posts of Professorships for I. M. S. officers at the Public Health Institute, Calcutta, 
and against the raising of the salaries of these officers to Rs. 3,000 per month.” 

ibe Honourable Khan Bahadur IKDan Sir Fad-tHusain : The. 
Honourable Member is referred to the reply already given t.o a similar 
question No. 441 asked by Mr. K. C. Neogy. 

Beskbvation op certain Posts in the Indian Medicai. Service for 

Europeans. 

806. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Will Government be pleased 
to state -whether the attention of Government hfus been drawn to a resolu- 
tion passed at the All-India Medical Conference condemnii^ the action of 
Government in reserving certain specific posts in the Indian Medical Ser- 
vice cadre for European ofiBcers only of the Service and strongly urging 
that the 90 posts, contemplated to be released, under the ^vemment of 
India communique, of 1928, by the Indian Medical Servicsi, and to be 
handed over to the Provincial Medical Service whenever a temporary^ or 
permanent vacancy takes. place, .should be filled by Provincial Mgdical 
Service inen oidy t If so, what steps do Government propoire to take in 
the matter t 
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Dto Honourable Khan Bahadur KQan Sir Fad-i-Huaain, : , The 

attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 1 ha'^e al- 
ready given to Mr. K. C. Neogy’s question No. 442 on this subject. 

Nomination of Officers to the Indian Medical Service. 

806. *Mf. D. K. Lahiii Gluudhury : Has the attention of Govern* 
lucnt been drawn to a resolution passed at the All-India Medical Con* 
ference condemning the policy of Government in continuing to nomi- 
nate officers in the Indian Medical Service, in spite of the repeated 
protests of the medical profession as well as of the public, a^d urging 
that all nominations in that service should henceforth cease ; and 
further that the selection into the service should be by an annual com- 
petitive examination to be held in India, and open to all medical prae* 
titioners registered in India ? If so, what steps do Government pro- 
pose to take in the matter f 

Mr. O. M. Young : The reply to the first part of the question is in 
the affirmative. As stated in my reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ^s ques- 
tion No. 197 on the 29th January, 1931, Government do not propose to 
take up the question of altering the method of entry into the Indian 
Medical Service until after the constitutional changes at present under 
consideration by His Majesty ^s Government. 

Civil Duties of Officers of the Indian Medical Service and Military 
Service for Private Medical Practitioners. 

807. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ghaudhury : (a) Has the attention of Gov- 
ernment been drawn to the following resolution passed at the All-India 
Medical Conference : 

'' That this Conference is strongly of opinion that the transfer of officers 
of the Indian Medical SService to the ciyii side should henceforth be stopped and 
that this service should remain a purely Military Medical Service ; this Confer- 
ence further declares that the members of the Indian medical profession are pre- 
pared to offer themselves for military service in any war that may bp waged iUk 
the defence of their country ; and that they should thus serve as a reserve supply 
for recruitment in any defensive military necessity.^' 

(6) If SO, wibat steps do Government propose to take in the maftter f 

Mr. O. M. Tonng : (a) Yes. 

(ft) None at present, as the fpture of the Medical Services in India 
is now under consideration in connection with the recommendations 
made in this behalf by the Indian Round Table Conference. 

Service Conditions of Temporary Officers of the Indian Medical 

Service. 

806. *Blr. D. K. Labiri Ohaudlinry : (d) Has the attention of Gov- 
ernment been draw to the following resolution passed at the All-India 
Medical Conference : 

** That this Conference recommends that the Army Department, and the 60 Y> 
ernment of India should inquire into the service conditions as also the terms of 
retirement of the temporary officers in the Indian Medical Service ; and that these 
officers should be given a gratuity commensurate with the length of service they 

have put in as temporary officers. 

(ft) If so, what steps do Government propose to take in the matter T 
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Hr. 0. Hi Vdiiof : The Honourable Member is referred to the reply 
I gave on the 16th September to the identical question No. 445, asked by 
Mr. K. C. Neogy. 

Release to Provincial Governments of Stocks of Quinine. 

809. ‘■'Hr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Will Government be pleased 
to state what steps are being taken to release to provincial Governments 
tile lai^e stocks of quinine lying with the Government of India t 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasil-i-Husain : The atten* 
lion of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by me to 
Ifr. K. C. Neogy 's question No 446 on the 16th September, 1931. 

National Health Insurance Scheme for Indu. 

810. ’"Hr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : Will Government be pleased 
.to state whether Government contemplate the appointment of a committee 
to investigate and formulate a scheme of national health insurance for 

rndia t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
reply given by me to Mr. K. C. Neogy ’s starred question No. 447 on the 
17th September, 1931. 

Utilisation of Thermal Springs in India. 

811. ’"Mr. D K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : (a) Are Government aware 
that there are a large number of thermal springs existing in the various 
parts of India f Will Government be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken to utilise these springs f 

(b) Will Government be prepared to appoint a committee to investi* 
jiate and 'suggest how these springs can be utilised and developed to 
^eater advantage f 

Hw HomuiUblE Khan Bahadur IBan Sir Faal-LBtaaaiii : (a) and 

(b). The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given by me to 
Hr. K. C. Neogy ’s starred question No. 448. 

ASOUnON OF THE PoST OF PuBUC RDSALTH COMMISSIONER MTITH THE GbV* 

ERNMENT OF INDIA. 

819. D: K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : (a) Will Government^ be 

pl eaaed to state if the Inehcape Committee had recommended the abolition 
of the- post of the Public Health Commissioner with the Government of 
India T 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state why the post has not 
yet bem retrenched and also why the grade of the post has been 
raised from that of a Colonel to that of a Major-General with its added 
emoluments ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Htunin : (a) and 

(6). The Honourable Member is referred to the reply I have already, 
gd^en to Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda’s question No. 234 on this subject. 
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Fbkquent Absences from Indu of the Pdbuo Hkat/th Comicssioneb 

WITH THE GklYBENMENT OF INDIA. 

813. *Wc. ;D. K. Labiri Ohandlniry : Will Qovemment be pleassd 
to state : 

(a) bow often the Public Health Commissioner has gone out of 

India, either on deputation or otherwise, during the yeaiE 
1929 and 1930, respectively, giving the period of his absence 
out of India on each occasion and the reason thereof ; 

(b) whether his duties in India are not likely to be interfered with 

by his frequent absence out of the country ; and 

(c) whether this officer’s frequent absence out of India extends over 

several months in the course of the year, and if so, whether 
Government have considered the question of retrenching his 
post as recommended by the Inchcape Committee 1 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a), (b) 
and (c). The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
reply given to the identical question No. 235 asked by Rai Sahib Hajv 
bilas Sarda. 

Attendance of the Pubuc Health Commissioner with the Government 
OP India at Conferences outside Indu. 

814. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ghaudhury : Win Government be pleased 
to state : 

(«) if it is absolutely necessary for the Public Health Commissioner 
personally to attend various international conferences out- 
side India, which he has been doing at present ; 

(b) whether it is not possible for other officers either under the 

Central or Local Government, or under various municipalities 
and' local boards, or for members of the independent medical 
profession, to attend such conferences in the same way as is 
the ease in the matter of the Indian representation at the 
annual sessions of the League of Nations or of the Interna- 
tional Labour Conference at Geneva ; and 

(c) if they propose to consider the advisability of deputing different 

officers or members of the independent medical profession to 
attend the international conferences on health matters • 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Sfiaii Sir Fazl-i-Husain ; The atten- 
tion of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply already given by 
me to Rai 8ahib Harbilas Sarda ’s question No. 236 on the 11th Septem- 
ber, 1931. 

Reservation of Posts in the Medical Research Department for I. M. S 

Officers. 

816. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ghaudhury : (a) Has Government’s atten- 
tion been drawn to paragraph 34 in the Presidential address delivered 
*t the 7th All-IndiR Medical Conference, held in Poona in April, 1931 1 



legislative assembly. [23rb September 1931. 

(6) Will Gk)vermo^t be pleased ;to state on whose authority, Sir 
iFrauk Noyce, Kt., C.S.I., Secretary to the Department of Education, 
Health and Danda^ who had given an explicit assurance on the floor of this 
House on the 8th and 11th February, 1931, that the question of recruitment 
of the Medical Research Department would be considered at the Con- 
ference, which Government undertook to convene, of the representatives 
of the Government, the Central Legislature, the Medical Faculties, the 
Indian Medical Association and non-medical scientists and who also pre- 
sided over tihe said Conference on the 21st and 22nd July, 1930, had ruled 
out of order the proposition which was duly submitted to the Conference 
to consider whether any posts in the Medical Research Department should 
be specially reserved for I. M. S. officers ? 

(c) Will Government be further pleased to explain why the discussion 
on the above referred to ruling of the Chairman of the Conference IPiSted 
for over 12 minutes, as stated by the President of the 7th All-India Medical 
Conference in his address ? Is it a fact that during the course of the 
discussion the Chairman’s attention was drawn to his own remarks as well 
as to the remarks of the other Honourable members on the floor of this 
House on the 8th and 11th February, 1931 ? If so, why have those re- 
marks not been published in an otherwise verbatim report of the proceed- 
ings of the said Conference ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faxl-i-Husain ; (a) Tcs. 

(6) On his own authority as Chairman. The question that was ruled 
out of order was that of the reservation of certain posts in the Medical 
Research Department for members of the Indian Medical Service. Gov- 
ernment had given no undertaking that the Secretary of State’s orders 
on this subject would be open to discussion. 

(c) If the discussion lasted so long, it may have been perhaps be- 
cause some of the members did not accept the Chairman’s ruling. As 
regards the second part of the question, the facts may be as stated by 
the Honourable Member. The discussion on this point, which took 
place after the Chairman had given his ruling, was not taken down 
verbatim by the reporters and could not, therefore, be included in the 
proceedings. 

Constitution of the Governing Body op the Indian Research Fund 

Association. 

816. *Mr D. K. Lahiri Ohaudbury ; (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state : 

(i) if they have come to any conclusion with regard to the consti- 
tution of the Governing Body of the Indian Research Fund 
Association ; and 

(it) if not, whether they intend to give due weight to the recom- 
mendation in this connection of the Conference held at Simla 
on the 21st and 22nd July, 1930, of the representatives of 
Government, the Central Legislature, the Medical Faculties, 
the Indian Medical Association and non-medical scientists, 
a,nd enlarge the representation of the Medical Faculties, the 
independent medical profession and of non-medical scientists 
on that body as recommended at that Conference t 
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! :(&) . Will Gtoveram^nt be further pl^aeed to state when th^ hope to 
"bring the matter up for the consideration of this House t 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur IKian Sir FazU-Husain ; (a) and 
(6). The Honourable Member is referred to the reply which I gave to 
the identical question No. 237 asked by Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda. 

.Frequent Changes in the Appointment op Director op the Hapfkine 

Institute, Bombay. 

817. "^'Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : (1) Will Government be pleased 
to state ; 

(а) if the Director of the Ilaffkine Institute, Bombay, is appointed 

by or on the recommendation of the Department of Educa- 
tion, Health and Lands ; 

(б) if it is true that eight different I. M. S. officers acted as Direct- 

or of that Institute during the course of nine years, from 
January 1921 to December 1929, there being 11 changes of 
Directorships during this period, and on eight out of these 
11 occasions the directorship was held by different officers 
for periods of not more than 10 months’ duration at a time ; 
and 

(c) if so, whether Government will be pleased to explain 
(i) why such frequent changes were permitted, and 
(?V; if such changes are conducive to efficiency ? 

(2) Are Government prepared to order that such frequent changes 
will not be made at that as well as the other Bacteriological Institutes in 
the country whose Directors are either appointed' or recommended to be 
appointed by the Department of Education, Health and Lands ? Is it a 
fact that these Institutes obtain large grants for carrying out various re- 
searches at their Institutes from the funds of the I. R. F. A. to which 
the Assembly has been voting a grant of 7i lakhs a year, for several years 
past ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

Honourable Member is referred to the reply given by me to question 
No. 453 asked by Mr. K. C. Neogy. 

Transper prom,Silchar op Opfice Bearers op the Local Postal Union. 

818. *Mr. D. *K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : (a) Is it a fact that six R. M. S. 
sorters have recently been transferred from Silchar to different places ? 
If so, why ? 

(bj Is it a fact that they have been transferred because of their con- 
nection with the local Postal and R. M. S. TTnion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Superintendent, R. M. S. “ S ” Division, has 
taken others also who have any connection with the Union 1 

(d) Is 'it a fact that Mr. N. Banerjee, the present Superintendent, R. 

M. Division, transferred all the Union office-bearers from 

Chinsurah in 1927 while he was in charge of the Hooghly Division t 
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Sir Hubert Sanu : (a) to (d). Government have no informtioA. 
It is open to any official having a grievance to represent it through 
proper official channel. 

..Tiu^vBUimo Allowance or.H. M. S. Officials transferred from Silcelu. 

819. *fifr. D. K. Lahiii Ohaudhury : Will Government be pleased 
to state ; 

(a\ whether the B. M. S. officials transferred from Silchar since 
May last up to date have been sanctioned travelling allow- 
ance ; 

(b ) what amount has been sanctioned for the officials themselves and 
what amount for their families ; 

(e) whether Government issued any orders not to transfer Fost^ 
and R. M. 8. officials frequently in order to curtail expendi- 
ture on account of travelling expenses ; 

(d) whether it is proposed that the amount incurred by the Depart- 

ment in meeting the travelling allowances of the sorters 
transferred during the period mentioned' in part (a) will 
be recovered from the Superintendent who is responsible for 
this expenditure ; and 

(e) whether it is proposed to transfer the Superintendent from 

R. M. S. “ S ” Division 1 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) and (b). Government have no information. 
The payment of travelling allowance is governed by the rules on the 
subject. 

(c) I issued orders to restrict transfers, subject to the exigencies of 
the service. 

(d) Government have no information to show that the transfers 
were unnecessary. 

(e) His transfer is not yet due under the rules. 

Quarters of the Deputy Presidency Postmaster in the “ Arcade 

Buildino. ” 

820. ''Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : (a) Is it a fact that quarters in 
the third floor of the Arcade Building were constructed for the use of the 
Presidency Po.stmaster, the Deputy Presidency Postmaster and one of the 
Assistant Presidency Postmaster.s ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Deputy Presidency Postmaster refused to 
oceui)y the quarters ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the quarters meant for the Deputy Presidency 
Postmaster remained vacant for a few months t 

(d) Is it a fact that he was exempted from paying the occupier’s 
share of rent during the period the quarters remained vacant 1 

(e) Is it a fact that the quarters constructed for the Postal officials 
including postmen and menials in Darjeeling and Sikim Tibet Division aTo 
not often occupied by those officials for whom tiiey were constructed t 
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(/) Is it a fact that Government are recovering a certain percentage 
from their p^y in spite of the fact that they are not occupying those 
quarters ? 

ig) If so, why so ? 

Sir Hubert Sanu : (a) to {<j). The information is being collected 
and will be communicated to the Honourable Member separately. 

Alleged Assaults by Railway Officials. 

821. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : (g) Is it a fact that one Babu 
Eldcari Lai Sil, an official of the R. M. S. “ C ’’ Division attached to C-2 
Section was roughly handled on the 18th July last by the railway guard 
of the 41 Up Train at Howrah Station ? 

(b) Is it a fact tJiat one Bickhai Aihir, a van peon of the R. M. S. 

C ” Division attached to C-6-1 Section was badly assaulted by a rail- 
way crew man at Keul Junction on the 28th May, 1931 ? 

(c) Is it -a fact that one Babu Sudhir Kumar Banerjee, Mail Agent 
Lalmanirhat, R. M. S. was assaulted by the Assistant Station Master, 
Mr. K. C. Mandal on the 4th March, while on duty on the platform in time 
for the 228 Down Train ? 

(d) Is it a fact that one Babu Kshitish Chandra Roy, Mail Agent 
of Goalundo Ghat Station, was slapped on the platform while on duty on 
the 24th November, 1930, by one Mr. Vincent, the Assistant Station Master 
of Goalundo Ghat 1 

(e) If the reply to parts (^0, (c) and (d) be in the affirmative 

will Government be pleased to state what action was taken b}^ Government 
to bring to book those offenders and what action do Government propose 
to take to stop such recurrence of high-handedness by the railway officers 
on the postal officials ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : No reports of any of these occurrences have 
been received by the Railway Board, but I am sending a copy of the 
Honourable Member ^s question to the Agents of the East Indian and 
Eastern Bengal Railways who can be relied on to take any action that 
may be found to be required. 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a), (6) and (o). Government have no informa- 
tion, but I am ascertaining the facts and will take such action as is neccs 
sary in each case. 

(d) Government have information of a case of the kind which oc- 
curred on the 25th (not the 24th) November, 1930, and in which the 
Station Master (not the Assistant Station Master) was concerned. 

(e) The foregoing. case was taken into Court, but was subsequently 
settled tb the satisfaction of the Mail Agent, who stopped proceedings. 
Government do not propose to take any special action. 

Illness of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi, a Prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail. 

822. *Mr Muhammad Azhar Ali : {a) Will Government be pleased 
lo state if it is a fact that since his incarceration in the Lahore Central 
Jail, Mr. Ihsan Ilahi is segregated from other inmates and is kept praoti- 
<^ally in solitary confinement ? If so, why ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that he haa 
contracted heart disease t 

b234LAD C 
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(o) Will Government be pleased to state if their attention has been 
drawn to the report of the result of the medical examination of Mr. 
Ihsan Ilahi by the Principal, Tibbia College, Lahore, wherein he says that 
on account of the segregation of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi his health is in danger of 
being completely shattered f 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the 
weight of Mr. Ihsan Ilahi on entry into the jail was 153 lbs. and is at 
present 131 lbs. f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if they are aware thSit the 
cell in which he is housed is in a very dilapidated condition, rain water 
trickles through the roof, and the vicinity is very insanitary and that he 
has complained to the authorities without any redress ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) The State prisoner is not 
kept in solitary confinement, but he has complained of lack of companion- 
ship. This complaint is under consideration. 

(6) I have no information to suggest this. His health was certified 
to be good as recently as the 1st September. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given by me 
on the 10th September, to clauses (6), (c) and (d) of Mr. Jagan Nath 
AggarwaPs question No. 150. 

(d) On entry into jail Mr. Ihsan Ilahi ^s weight was 134 lbs. The 
latest medical report shows it to be 131 lbs. 

(e) . No ; the suggestion is baseless. 

Books supplied to Mr, Ihsan Ilahi, a Prisoner in the Lahore Central 

Jail. 

SI3. "‘"Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (on behalf of Mr. A.mar Nath Diitt; • 
W'ill Ooverninont b<? pleased to state if it is a fact that Mr. Ihsan Ilahi is 
not permitted to read books of his own choice ? If so, will Government 
please state the reasons for this restriction f 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : J would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply given by me on the 10th September, to clause 
(ft) of Sardar Sant Singh’s question No. 100. 

Hr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member be pleased 
to give us the gist of it 1 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : The reply is in the Honourable 
Member’s hands. 

Hr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member kindly refrest 
our memory by giving that reply f 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar ; I am afraid I must ask thi 
Honourable Member to undergo the inco-nvenience of reading the answer 

Rules framed under Regulation HI of 1818. 

824. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (on behalf of Mr. Amur Nath Dutt) : 
Will Government be pleased to inform the House, if any rules have beer 
framed under Regulation III of 1818 and, if so, to lay a copy of the 
same on the table f 
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Tbs Honourable Sir James Orerar : Rules have been made, bat I am 
not prepared to lay a copy of them on the table. In this connection I 
would refer the Honourable Member to the closing sentence of the reply 
given in the Legislative Assembly on the 8th February, 1926, to Mr. 
Neogy’s questions Nos. 711-713. 

Impbisonment op Mr. Ihsan Ilahi. 

826. ^'^Mr. Lalohand Navalrai (on behalf of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt) : 
(fl) Will Goveimmem be pleased to state how long it is proposed to keep 
Ml*. Ibsan Ilahi in confinement and why f 

(5) Will Government be pleased to state if they intend to produce 
him for trial before a regularly constituted court of law 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to the reply given by me on the 10th September to Sardar Sant 
Singh’s question No. 100. 

Loans of the Government op India maturing in England and in India. 

826. *Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Beddi (on behalf of Lala Hari Raj 
Swamp) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state what are the total 
loans that mature from year to year both in England and India up to the 
year 1937 ? 

(b) What provisions have Government made to meet these obliga- 
tions ? 

(c) What schemes Government propose to adopt for the conversion of 
short term loans into long term loans ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the statement which I laid on the 
Table on the 6th March, 1931, with refernce to his starred question No. 
832. The following additions should be made to that statement : 

1934 6% Sterling Bonds 1933-34. £10,000,000 

1935 6% Treasury Bonds 1935. Still under issue. 

(b) and (c). The obligations will be met in the usual way, from re- 
venue or fresh borrowing or by conversion. The methods adopted will 
depend on developments during the next few years. 

Provision in the Budget in connection with Post Office Cash 

Certificates. 

827. *Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (on behalf of Lala Hari Raj 
Swamp) : (c) Is it a fact that Government do not make any provision 
in its annual Budget to meet its liabilities in connection with the Post 
Office Cash Certificates f 

(b) Is it a fact that Sir Basil Blackett in 1928 made a special 
provision in that year’s budget in this behalf f 

(c) Why have similar provisions not been made in the following years 
after 1928 t 

(d) What systematic scheme do Government propose for meeting liabi- 
lities under this head t 
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The Honourable Sir George Sehiuiter : I presntne the Honourable 

Member is referring to provision for meeting the accrued liability for 
bonus on Post Office Cash Certificates. I would invite the attention 
of the Honourable Member to paragraph 28 of Sir Basil Blackett ^s speech 
introducing the budget for 1928-29, paragraphs 27-33 and paragraph 24 
of my speech introducing the Budget for 1929-30 and 1930-31, respectively. 
The position is that up till 1930-31, provision was; made for only the 
actual cash payments for bonus and not for the accrued liability ; and 
that since 1930-31, provision is being made for meeting the liability 
accruing during the year. I place on the table a statement showing 
the amount of Cash Certificates outstanding in each year since 1928-29 
and the actual provision made in each year in the Budget towards meet- 
ing interest. 


Statement showing;/ the amount of Cash Certificates outstanding in each year since 
19S8-fJ!) and the actual provision made in each year in the Budget towards meeting 
interest. 

Value of cash certi- 
ficates outstanding Provision made in 
at the beginning of Budget for bonus. 


1928-29 .. 




the year. 

Rs. 

30,70 lakhs. 

Rs. 

60 lakhs. 

1929-30 .. 

, , 



32,30 „ 

1,10 „ 

193031 .. 


. * 


36,00 

1,88 

1931-32 .. 

• . 


••• 

38,44 

2,10 „ 


World Conference on Silver. 

828. *IISr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (on behalf of Lala Hari Kaj 
Swarup) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that a 
World Conference on Silver was recently held f 

(b) What was the main purpose of this Conference and was India re- 
presented on it, if so, by whom ? 

(c) What were the conclusions reached by the Conference ? 

(d) What was the position adopted by the Indian delegation at the 
Conference with regard to stabilisation of the price of silver f 

The Honourable Sir Gtoorge Schuster : («(), (b), (c) and (dE). The 
Government of India understand that the International Chamber of 
Commerce, acting upon a resolution passed by the Chinese and American 
Committees, invited certain countries to send experts to advise the 
Council of the Chamber whether any action is feasible regarding the 
position resulting from the depression in the price of silver. The Con- 
ference is purely non-official. It is understood that non-official British 
American and Dutch experts are going to London this week and will 
report to the Council in due course. There is no representation from 
'India* as far as the^ Government of India are aware. 

Stocks op Silver in Coin and Bullion. 

829. ^Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (on behalf of Lula Hurl Raj 
.Swarup) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state what are its present 
total stocks of silver in coins and in bullion t 
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(b) How much of their silver holdingps have Government sold during 
■the current financial year and at what average price t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster i (a) The information is con- 
tained in weekly abstracts of the Accounts of the Currency Depart- 
ment published by the Controller of the Currency. 

( h) The Government of India consider that it would not be in the 
public interest to disclose this information at present. 

Effect of the Debts Moratarium and Causes of Present Depression. 

830. *Z.ala Hari Baj Swamp : Will Government be pleased to state 
how they propose to devote the year of debt holiday -brought about as a 
result V)f President Hoover’s proposals in order : 

(1) to consolidate their position with regard to : 

(a) their own Budget^ 

(?j) Budgets of Pro\dncial Governments, and 
(c) the public debt of India ; and 

(2) to find out the causes of the present depression ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Part {1)—1 would invite 
the attention of the Honourable Member to the Press communique dated 
the 26th June, 1931, which stated that the net relief to the Budget of 
the Government of India from the proposals of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would be about Rs. 33 lakhs in the current year and Rs. 48 lakhs 
in the next. Those proposals do not affect the Budgets of the Provin- 
cial Governments nor do they affect the public debt of India as no 
provision was included in the current year’s Budget for capital repay- 
ment of the outstanding war-loan liability. 

Part (J2), — ^President Hoover’s proposals were designed to alleviate 
one of the main causes of the present depression. I do not see the con- 
nection between them and a general enquiry into the matter. 

Conference of Wheat-Growing Countries in London. 

831. *Lala Hari Baj Swamp : (a) Is it a fact that a conference of 
wheat-growing countries was held in London ? 

(6) Was India represented on it ? 

(c) Wliat were the conclusions reached by the said conference ? 

{d) Was any export quota fixed for various countries ? If so, what 
quota was fixed for India f ^ 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) A con- 
ference of wheat exporting countries was held in London in May last. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The conference recommended : 

(1) that, where possible, reduction in tne areas devoted to wheat 
‘ should be undertaken in whatever way each country con- 
siders to be most effective and practical. 
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(2) that all avenues for the greater utilisation o£ wheat both for 

food and also for other purposes should be carefully ex- 
plored, 

(3) that a committee consisting of one representative of each State 

participating in the Conference should be established in 
order to frame definite proposals for the organisation of a 
clearing house of information and to explore all possible 
avenues for the greater utilisation of wheat. 

(rf) No export quota has been fixed for any country. 

League of Nations Committees on Economic and Agricultural 

Depression. 

832. *Lala Hari Saj Swamp : (a) Is it a fact that the League of 
Nations appointed Committees to go into the causes of : 

(i) General economic depression, and 
(ft) Agricultural depression f 

If so, have these Committees reported t 

(6) If the Committees have reported, have they also discussed causes 
of depression in India ? If so, do Government propose to reprint 
these reports and circulate them amongst the Members 9 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; (a) (i). At its eleventh session 
the Assembly of the League of Nations passed a Resolution directing 
the Economic and Financial Organisation of the League to undertake 
the study of the course and phases of the present depression and the 
circumstances which led up to it. A report on the subject was to be 
submitted to the Assembly of the League at its session which, is being 
held this month, but the Government of India have not yet been inform- 
ed whether this has been done. 

(U) The Economic Committee of the League, in co-operation with 
the International Institute of Agriculture, Rome, called a conference of 
agricultural experts of various countries to consider the agricultural 
crisis. The first volume of the Committee’s report on the subject has 
recently been published. 

(6) The Report of the Economic Committee on the agricultural crisis 
discusses causes of the depression as affecting the world agricultural 
economy, and there are no such special references to Indian conditions 
in the report as would justify its being reprinted and circulated to 
Honourable Members. 

REPcfRT OP Sir Arthur Salter. 

888. *Lala Hari Baj Swamp : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what action have the Government of India and the various Prcjvincial 
Governments taken on the report of Sir Arthur Salter, Economic and 
Financial Director of the League of Nations, who came to India last winter 
to advise them for establishing economic advisory organisations ? 

(h) Will his report be brought before a Committee of the Assembly 
for consideration f 
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Tbs Honourable Sir George Bainy : (a) No action has yet been 
taken on Sir Arthur Salter’s Report. 

(ft) No, Sir. 

Prosecutions under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 

884. *Lala Hari Baj Swamp : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many prosecutionis have taken place in each province under the 
Child Marriage Restraint Act since its enactment 1 

(h) Ip it a fact that the Act has remained a dead letter and the 
authorities have been very reluctant of taking action under the Act 1 If 
sc, why J 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what steps Government pro- 
pose to Jtake to make the provisions of the Act operative so as to check child 
marriages 1 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I refer the Honourable Member 
to the reply I gave in this House to starred question No. 72 on the 9th 
September, 1931, on the same subject. 

Confirmation op Employees in certain Railway Accounts Offices. 

836 . ^Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Is it a fact that paragraph 9 of the 
Railway Board’s memorandum No. 6665-F., dated the 31st July, 1929, 
lays it down that any person appointed to the Accounts Department of the 
East Indian Railway between the 30th November, 1925 and the 31st 
December, 1928, or to the Clearing Accounts office or to work connected 
with the clearing accounts experiment between the 16th November, 1925 
and the 31st December, 1928, or to the office of the Controller of Railway 
Accounts between the 1st October, 1928 and 31st December, 1928, will be 
eligible for confirmation in the actual rank or grade which he held on the 
1st April, 1929, without being required to pass any examination f 

(6) Are Government aware that a large number of employees, in 
the hope of being confirmed, have continued their service though they 
attained the age of 25 rendering them unfit for any other Government 
service t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I find that this very question was put by my 
Honourable friend as an unstarred question some days ago. He will 
find my reply to it on page 50 of the Legislative Assembly Debates, Vo- 
lume V, No. 1. 

Appointment op Non-Hindus in Railway Accounts Departments. 

836. ^Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Is it a fact that since the inauguration 
of the policy of communal representation in services the North-Western 
Railway Accounts Department have allowed non-Hindus much more than 
their due share in appointments ? 

{!)) Is it a fact that under the retrenchment that took place on the 
13th of June, 1931, as many as sixty or even more Hindus have been dis- 
charged as compared to six persons belonging to the so-called minority 
communities, and that non-Hindus with very little service have been 
retained in pi*eference to Hindus with long years of service to their 
credits ? 
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(c^ Is it a fact that some of these non-Hindus who were retained ifere 
recruited after 1st April, 1929, against temporary posts of specifi^ dura- 
tion under the clear understanding that such temporary staff will not be 
absorbed against the permanent posts without their passing prescribed 
examination ? Is it a fact that the Chief Accounts Officer, Lahore, 
passed definite orders on 1st April, 1931, that in the ease of substitute 
clerks appointed after 1st April, 1929, no reference to communal repre- 
sentatibn should be made in ordering their wholesale discharge which 
should be based solely on the length of service t 

(d) How many of the Hindus brought under reduction that took 
place on the 13th of June, 1931, had rendered one year’s service ? How 
many of the Hindus had rendered more than two years’ service ? How 
many of the non-Hindus retained on that date had done less than one 
year’s service ? 

ie) Is it a fact that a large number of telegrams and memorials have 
been sent to the authorities by Hindu employees who have been 
discharged at Delhi, Quetta, Karachi, Multan and Lahore 1 If so, what 
did the Financial Commissioner do, or what does he intend to do to 
maintain the principles of justice and fair play for the employees of all 
communities f 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. 

(6) Of the men discharged, 94 are Hindus and 47 non-Hindus. As it 
was decided that the proportion of members of minority communities to 
the total staff discharged from the Accounts Staff should not exceed one 
third some non-Hindus were retained in preference to Hindus with 
longer service. 

(c) Yes. This was done, when otherwise the proportion of members 
of the minority communities discharged to the total staff discharged 
would have exceeded the maximum limit of one-third. 

(d) Of the Hindus discharged, 23 had rendered more than one year’s 
service and 18 more than two year’s service. Three non-Hindus with 
less than one year’s service were retained. 

(e) Some telegrams and memorials have been received. As the reduc* 
tions were made in accordance with the orders of the Government of 
India it is not proposed to take any action on these representations. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : AVill the Honourable member please state 
whether it is a fact that men who have put in 16 years and 25 years 
service are being turned away on the ground of retrenchment f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I can not give a categorical answer, but as a 
general rule we have been discharging first people who have put in short 
service and then people who have put in longer service. There may be 
indmdual cases where men are approaching retirement, when much 
hardship would not be caused by discharging them. 

Mr. Lalc^nd Navalrai : May I take it that the railways will consi- 
der favorably those men who have put in long service ? After their 
services have been done away with, they should be provided in some other 
way as there would be no other source of income for them. 


. J®**; A* \ ParsoM : The difficulty there is that when you are 
retrenching in all departments of the railways, there is no other way 
of providing for them. 
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Ke. Lalcband Navalrai : Does not the Honourable Member think 
that it will be very hard for men who ha\ e put in a long service and who 
have spent their whole life in service, if their services are dispensed 
with ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I entirely agree with the Honourable Member. 

I think it is his contention that people with short service should be the 
first to be discharged. That has been the general rule applied in the 
discharges that have been made. I cannot, however, say that on occasions 
some people with longer service may not have been discharged, because 
obviously they might be very close to retirement and you would not cause 
wuch hardship in their case. 

Hr. Lalohand Navalrai : I know of some cases of the nature I refer 
to and they have applied to the railways for re-consideration. I hope 
the Hbno'urable Member will see that their cases are considered. 

(No reply was given.) 

Inconvenient Timings op the Grand Trunk Express between Madras 

AND Delhi. 

837. *Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : (a) Is it a fact that according to the 
revised timings which have come into force from the 1st September, 1931, 
the Down Grand Trunk Express leaves Madras at 7-50 a.m. (as before) and 
arrives at Delhi at 11 a.m., that is, one hour and thirty-five minutes later 
(han it used to arrive, and that the Up Grand Trunk Express leaves Delhi 
at 6-45 P.M., that is, an hour and fifty minutes earlier than before, and 
arrives at Madras at 7-50 p.m. (as before) ? Will Government be pleased to 
state the reasons for the same ? 

(b) Are Government aware that on account of these alterations the 
through journey between Madras and Delhi and vice versa has been pro- 
longed by two hours with the result that through passengers have to put up 
with greater hardships and inconvenience than before ? 

(c) Are Government aware that questions were put in the Legislative 
Assembly last March expressing dissatisfaction even with the old timings 
and suggesting improvements, and that as a result thereof Mr. Parsons 
definitely promised that he would keep an eye on the train with a view to 
accelerating the service ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the revised timings have greatly dis- 
appointed the through travelling public and that the arrival and 
departure timings at and from Delhi are particularly inconvenient ? 

{e) Are Government aware that, whereas there are a number of 
through mail and express trains connecting Bombay and Calcutta with 
Delhi and Peshawar, the Grand Trunk Express is the only train that con- 
nects Northern with Southern India t 

U) Are Government aware that similar through trains, such as the 
Frontier Mail, the Bombay-Punjab Mail, the Calcutta-Punjab Mail, the 
l^ombay-Calcutta Mail, etc., occupy much less time, distance for distance, 
in reaching their destinations ? 

^ (^) Do Government propose to take the earliest opportunity of so 
revising the timings as to make the Grand Trunk Express cover the whole 
distance between Madras and Delhi in not more than 45 hours at the utmost 
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by adopting the timings suggested in paragraph (h) o£ Question No. 1002 
pul by Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah in the Legislative Assembly on the 18th 
March, 1931, keeping the departure time from Delhi the same as before, 
namely, 8-35 p.m. t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (<a) Yes. The timings of the Grand Trunk 
Express had to be altered over the Great Indian Peninsula Iteilway, as 
owing to weak bridges the available types of locomotives suitable for 
hauling fast passenger trains could not be used on a section of the line. 
An attempt was made to use a light type of locomotive designed for 
working mixed trains on branch lines, but it was not found to give 
satisfactory results at high speeds. The speed of trains worked with 
these locomotives was, therefore, reduced to 40 miles per hour. Finan- 
cial stringency has prevented the work of strengthening the bridges 
being proceeded with. 

(6) and (d). T recognise the inconvenience caused to through pas- 
sengers by the longer time taken. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative, and as regards 
the second part I may assure the Honourable Member that we continue 
to watch the running of this train. 

(e) and (/), Yes. 

(g) The Railway Administrations concerned are aware that Govern- 
ment desire the acceleration of this service, and I am confident they 
will take the earliest opportunity of doing what is possible to improve 
the timings. 


Frauds in Post Offices. 

838* •Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi : (cr) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that the number of frauds in post offices have been increasing 
steadily of late and that the figures for the last year show rather a large 
increase f 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state if it is not a fact that the 
frequency of inspections of offices and the frequency of visits of officers 
even to headquarter stations of a district has been diminished ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken 
by the Department to put down the increase in the number of frauds t 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state if it is not a fact that when- 
ever the frequency of inspections has been curtailed, frauds have in- 
creased as a consequence ? 

(a) Will Government be pleased to state if they have reduced the 
number of inspections on grounds of economy while frauds have increased 
and they have issued circulars to the effect that inspections must be more 
thorough and so on T 

(f) Are Government prepared to order that all post offices are 
inspected at least twice a year as before and that officers from the office 
of the Post Master General show their face to the public at least once 
a year in all the important post offices t 
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Sir Hubert Same : (a) The facts are not as stated. Frauds were 
fewer in 1930-31 than in the previous year. 

(&) As a temporary and tentative measure of economy, after due 
consideration, it was ordered that the summary as distinguished from 
the detailed inspection of an office in the year may be dispensed with if 
no reason rendering it necessary exists. It has also been ordered that 
head ofBce balances should be verified four instead of six times in^the 
year. 

(c) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the reply to 
part (a) of this question. No special steps have been taken. 

(d) There is no reason to believe that the case is as stated. The 
measure mentioned in the reply to (h) of this question actually synchro- 
nized with a decrease in the number of frauds. 

(а) The first part does not arise in view of the replies to the pre- 
vious parts of the question. With respect to the second part, Govern- 
ment are not aware what Circulars are referred to by the Honourable 
Member. All inspections are required to be thorough. 

(/) For reasons already stated, Government do not consider that 
any special action as contemplated by the Honourable Member is called 
for. Government are not aware that the imblic are under a disability. 

Complaints against Superintendents op Post Offices. 

839. *Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
call for information from the Postmaster General of each Circle about the 
names of Postal Superintendents against whom frequent complaints of all 
.sorts have been made and the steps taken either to correct or to punish them 
and lay the information on the table f 

(б) Are Government prepared to call for all the files relating to 
the same and see whether Postmaster Generals have dealt with the eases 
properly ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) and (&). Government see no occasion to 
take the general action desired by the Honourable Member. 

Weights recognised by the Indian Weights and Measures Act. 

840. G. Morgan (on behalf of Mr. E. P. Sykes) : (a) Are Gov- 
ernment aware that wdieat is taxed by the hundredweight and its statistics 
recorded in tons while the only weights recognised by the Indian Weiglits 
and Measures Act are the ser and the man ? 

(6) Are Government prepared to take steps to remove this anomaly 1 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. 

(6) Government are not aware of any anomaly and do not see any 
necessity to alter the unit of assessment to duty. 

Retrenchments due to Amalgamation op Audit and Accounts Offices. 

841. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Are Government aware 
that about 273 employees of the audit and accounts oflBces, United 
Provinces have been served with the formal notice of discharge as a 
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result of the contemplated scrapping of the separation deheme of 
audit and accounts ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to place before the House the whole 
correspondence that has passed between the Secretary of State and the 
Government of India on the subject ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the scheme had been declared a 
success by the Auditor-General, Government of India, and the Secretary 
of State on several occasions ; If so, what are the reasons which have 
led Government now to declare the scheme as scrapped ? 

Th& Honourable Sir George Schuster : With your permission. Sir, I 
will deal with questions Nos. 841 and 842 together. 

The information is being collected and will be communicated to the 
Honourable Member when received. 

Retrenchments due to Amalgamation op Audit and Accounts Offices. 

t842. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Are Government aware 
that over 500 memorials have been sent to the Viceroy and about 250 to 
the Auditor-General by the victims of the audit and accounts amalgama- 
tion scheme ? 

(J) Are Government aware that two cablegrams have been sent to 
the Secretary of State by these persons requesting him to provide them 
in any other Departments or province ? 

(c) What steps do Government contemplate to take to provide the 
axed men in otlier Departments or provinces 1 

Retrenchments due to Amaiaiamation op Audit and Accounts Offices. 

843. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Do Government contem- 
plate to ask every Provincial Government to maintain a list of axed men 
and to instruct all the heads of Departments to stop all further recruit- 
ment till all the axed men are completely absorbed in their respective 
De};artments ? 

(h) Are Government aware that many of the axed men have all- 
round experience- and highest academic qualifications ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : With your permission. Sir, I 
propose to answer questions Nos. 843 and 844 together. 

Question No. 843 and (a) to (c) of question No. 844. Government 
are fully alive to the eifects upon retrenched officers of loss of their 
employment and are actively engaged in considering whether compen- 
sation should be granted in excess of that provided in the rules. The 
possibility of finding alternative employment will be duly explored, but m 
the nature of the case it is unlikely that much will be achievable in this 
direction and improbable that any Government, since all are faced with 
the same problem, will be able to do more than consider its own servants. 

Question No. 844. (d) The terms what will be allowed to retrench- 

ed men are still under consideration. 

fPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. ^ 41 . 
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844. {e) All avjenues are being explored for retrenchment and cuts, 
reductions and abolitions will be made wherever possible. 

Eetrenohments due to Amalgamation oir Audit and Accounts OtmcEB . 

t844. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Are Government aware ' 
that the British Government in England leave no stone unturned to save 
the unemployed, and spend millions a year on unemployment insurance 
and subsidies ! 

(6) Are Government prepared to see that the oontinuity of service 
of these axed men may not be broken and that over-age may not be re- 
garded as a bar for their employment in other Departments or pro- 
vinces f 

(c) Do Government propose to see that these axed men should be 
given preference to the juniors in offices under the Auditor General or 
in other Departments ? 

(d) Do Government propose to grant to these axed men suitable 
gratuity, one month’s pay for each year of service, and all the leave 
earned, in case Government fail to provide them elsewhere ? 

(e) Are Government aware that 3 lakhs a year could be saved from 
the Audit and Accounts Departments merely by the abolition of only a 
few of the highly or overpaid posts at the top without axing the lower 
paid staff ? 

Licences to Supply Food on State Railway Systems. 

846 *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Will Government be 

pleased to state on what principles the licence to cater food-staffs and 
other articles is granted on the State railway systems 1 

(6) What revenue is derived from this source t 

(c) Are these licences auctioned every year ? If not, why not t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Contracts for catering and licences to 
sell articles are given to those who, in the opinion of the Railway Admi- 
nistration, can be trusted to give efficient service. 

(b) The information is not available, but where a licence fee is re- 
covered the amount of the fee is generally small. 

(c) Licences are not auctioned, as to do so would tend to raise the 
price of the articles sold to the travelling public. 

Retrenchment on State Railways. 

846. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : Will Government be pleased 
to state : 

(a) the number of staff thrown out of employment due to the 
recent economy campaign on each State Bailway un^r the 
. follo^ring categories : 

(1) senior scale officers, (2) junior scale officers, (3) senior snb- 
. ordinates carryii^ a salary of over Bs. 250, (4) derioal 
staff, (5) low paid staff, and (6) workshop staff ; and 


f For answer to this question, tee answer to question No. 843. 
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(b) how much of this staff was from those nearing superannuation 
and how much from those with short service only f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (6). Statements showing the in- 
formation available are being sent to the Honourable Member. 

Duties op the Staff and Assistant Staff Superintendents on the East 

Indian Railway. 

847. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) What are the precise 
duties of the Staff and Assistant Staff Superintendent on the East Indian 
Railway and how do the same differ from the duties of the Personji^l 
Officer on the North Western Railway ? 

(6) Is it a fact that a responsible railway officer had recommended 
^ that there is no need for a senior scale officer to be appointed as Staff 
Superintendents in the Divisions ? 

(c) Do Government propose to give effect to this recommendation and 
effect a saving 1 If not, will Government be pleased to state reasons for 
their decision ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the same officer had recommended to make the 
principal sheds, yards and stations independent of D. S. office in matters of 
leave and passes of their staff and thereby effect a saving in the establish- 
ment branch of Divisional Offices ? 

(e) When do Government propose to give effect to these proposals ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I have called for certain information from 
the Agent, East Indian Railway, and will communicate with the Honour- 
able Member on its receipt. 


Duties of the General Secretary, Indian Railway Conference Asso- 
ciation and his Office. 


848. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore • Will Government be pleased 
to state what are the precise duties of the General Secretary, Indian 
Railway Conference Association and his office ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ^ The duty of the General Secretary, Indian 
Railway Conference Association, is to supervise the office of the Asso- 
ciation which is constituted to frame regulations for the management 
mu interchanged between railways represented in the Association. 

The Association also advises on other subjects relating to Indian railways 
which may be referred to them and acts as a Board of Conciliation. TiiC 
^cretary of the Association also acts as Secretary of ten Sections and 
three Standing Committees which have been constituted by the Associa- 
tion to facilitate the disposal of its work. He issues all notices conven- 
ing matings of the Executive Council, Sections and Committees, ques- 
tionnaires on behalf of the Committees, collects and collates data for 
them, supervises the printing of proceedings and reports and acts as a 
iimson officer betw^n t^ Committees to prevent overlapping. The Sec- 
retory is also ex^offiow Director of Wagon Interchange and as such has 
full authority to regulate the movement and distribution of goods stock 
as between railways who have pooled their stock. 
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Train Examiners at Railway Junctions. 

849. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Eishore : Will Oovernment be pleased 
to state if they have considered the feasibility of having neutral train 
examiners at each in-charge junction for the purpose of train examining 
and repairs instead of having separate staff of each of the Railway using 
the junction f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Yes. Neutral train examiners have been 
appointed by the Indian Railway Conference Association at 8 broad 
gauge junction stations. These examiners are not, however, respon- 
sible for carrying out repairs, and separate staffs are maintained for 
this work by each of the railways using the junction. 

The Indian Railway Conference Association carried out an ex- 
periment in 1930 of making the neutral train examiner responsible for 
wagon repairs of all using railway's wagons at two junctions. The ex- 
periment has been discontinued and a report on the working of the 
scheme is being considered by the Indian Railway Conference Associa- 
tion at its forthcoming meeting. I understand the experiment was not 
successful. 


Economy in the Publicity Departments op Railways. 

850. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Eishore : Will Government be pleased 
to state if any economies have been effected in the Publicity Depart- 
ments of the railways and give the total amount of the same ? 

Mr: A. A. L. Parsons : Yes, certainly. The Budget allotment for 
the Central Publicity Bureau in the current year was reduced to 

Rs. 5,85,000 compared with actual expenditure of Rs. 8,27,992 in 1930- 

31. Since this yearns Budget was framed, a number of posts, both in 

the Central Publicity Bureau and in the Publicity Departments of 

railways, have either been abolished or left unfilled, the amounts spent 
on allowances had been cut down and the running of cinem^i cars on 
railways had been discontinued Further measures of this kind are in 
contemplation ; but I cannot a-t present give an exact estimate of the 
total amount of savings which will result from them. 

Employment of an ex-Convict in the Postal Department. 

861. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if ex-convicts are employed in the Postal Department f 

(6) Are Government aware that a Post Office employee of the 
Madras Circle who was convicted and imprisoned for embezzlement 
was re-employed in the Department ? 

(c) If so, why was an exception made in his case and who was 
responsible for his re-employment 1 

(d) Is it a fact that since his reinstatement a shortage in his stamp 
imprest was detected t 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) The departmental orders are that an official 
convicted in a court of law need not be dismissed if the offence involves 
no dishonesty, or other moral turpitude and there are no circumstan- 
ces rendering it impossible or inexpedient to retain him in the service. 

(b) to (d). Enquiries are being made 
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Punishment of a Glebk in the Madras General Post Offioe. 

852. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that recently a .clerk in the 
Madras General Post Office was punished by the Presiilehcy' Postmaster 
for giving timely information to the Deputy Post Master General of a 
plot being hatched by certain officials to commit a huge Savings Bank 
fraud ? If so, why ? 

(5) Are Government prepared to call for papers and reconsider 
the case f 

Sir Hubert Bams : (a) Government have no information. 

(b) Government see no reason to call for papers. The matter is 
within the competence of the Postmaster-General and, if any official 
has a grievance, it is open to him to represent it through the proper 
official channel. 

Indebtedness op Officials in the General Post Office, Madras. 

853. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that there are a large num- 
ber of officials in the General Post Office, Madras, who are heavily involved 
in debts and that attachment orders come pouring in ? 

(6) Arc Government prepared to make an inquiry into this matter ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) and (b). An enquiry will be made. 

Hours of Work of the Presidency Postmaster, Madras* 

864. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the daily hours of work of the Presidency Postmaster, Aladras ? 

(6) Is it a fact that he attends office only for about two hours daily 
and is inaccessible even to his subordinate officers ? 

Sir Hubert Sams ; No fixed hours of duty are laid down for Pre- 
sidency Postmasters. 

(6) Government have no information. A copy of the question is 
being sent to the Postmaster-General, Madras. 

Headquarters op the Government op India Secretariat and Attached 

Offices. 

866. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that Delhi is regarded as 
the headquarters of the Secretariat and Simla as that of the attached 
offices ? 

(6) If so, will Government please state why one and the same station 
is not treated as the headquarters of both the Secretariat and the 
attached offices t 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) No. The headquarters of 
the Government of India and therefore of its Secretariat are Delhi and 
Simla. Some attached offices have their headquarters permanently 
locfited at Simla. ^ . 

(h) The reason is that all attached offices are not required to move 
with the Government of India. , 
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866. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that the ministerial staff of 
the Secretariat are paid house-rent allowance in Simla f 

(6) If so, will Government please state why this allowance is not paid 
to the ministerial staff of the attached offices instead of the Delhi camp 
allowance f 

The Honourable Bir James Orerar : With your permission, Sir, I 
propose to answer questions Nos, 856, 858, 859 and 863 together. The 
ministerial staff of the Secretariat, in pursuance of a pledge given in 
1907, receive free quarters or in lieu thereof house-rent allowance in 
Simla. When they move down to Delhi such of them as cannot be 
provided with Government quarters in Delhi and in consequence have to 
send their families away are given a “ separation ** allowance for the 
extra expense entailed in maintaining two establishments and for 
transporting their families to places other than Delhi. Those who 
draw the separation allowance are not granted any family travelling 
allowance. The attached offices do not all move with the Government 
of India. The establishments of such of them as do, do not get the sepa* 
ration allowance whose origin is different, but are granted a Delhi 
camp allowance, which is intended to compensate them for having to 
move between two stations and in addition are granted family travel^ 
ling allowance. The scales of these allowances have been fixed with 
reference to the conditions obtaining in Delhi and Simla, respectively. 
In connection with the general campaign for economy the feasibility of 
reducing or modifying these allowances is under consideration but no 
decision has yet been arrived at. 

Allowances of Staffs of the Secretariat and Attached Offices in 

Delhi and Simla. 

867. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (u) Is it a fact that the staffs of both the 
Secretariat and the attached offices have to live under the same circum- 
stances and to move between the same stations ? 

(6) If so, will Government please state why the staffs of both the 
Secretariat and the attached offices are not treated alike in the matter 
of compensatory allowances V 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar ; Some of the attached offices 
are located permanently either at Simla or Delhi and it is only in res- 
pect of those which move with the Government of India that it can be 
said that their staffs are subject to the same circumstances as those of 
the Secretariat. The latter are better off only in one respect in Simla, 

the privilege of free quarters or house rent in lieu thereof. On the 
other hand at Delhi the establishments of attached offices are in one 
sense slightly better off since all of them get the Delhi camp allowance 
^hile only such of the Secretariat men as are compelled to send their 
'amilies away get the “ separation attowance. 
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Allowances of Staffs of the Secretariat and Attached Offices in 

Delhi and Simla. 

t858. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that those members of the 
Secretariat staff who are not allotted Government quarters at their head- 
quarters in Delhi are paid a “ separation '' allowance ? 

(6) If so, will Government please state the circumstances under which 
such an allowance is paid at the headquarters station of the Secretariat ? 

(c) Is it a fact that no such allowance is paid to the staff of the 
attached offices, who are not provided with Government quarters at 
their headquarters in Simla ? If not, why not ? 

Allowances of Staffs of the Secretariat and Attached Offices in 

Delhi and Simla. 

t869. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that the staff of the attached 
offices are paid a <'a)np allowance in Delhi to compensate for the extra 
expenditure incurred by them consequent on their move from their head- 
quarters ? 

(6) Is it a fact that this allowance is paid at 2l3rd of the rates of the 
camp allowance which was paid while the offices moved to Calcutta and 
since then has never been enhanced ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a reduction of about 50 per cent, is being made in 
the rates of Delhi camp allowance ? If so, on what grounds ? 

(d) Do Government contemplate a similar reduction in the rates of 
Simla house-rent allowance ? If not, why not ? 

House Rent and House Rent Allowances at Simla and Delhi. 

860. '^Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that the Secretariat staff 
have to pay house rent for the period of their stay in Delhi only, i.e,, for 
about five months during the whole year ? 

(?;) Is it the general rule that all Government servants should be ex- 
pected to pay house-rent up to 10 per cent, of their salary for the 12 months 
of the year ? 

(c) If the replies to parts (a) and (b) above are in the affirmative, 
will Government please state (i) why those of the Secretariat staff who 
are provided with Government quarters at Simla are not charged house-rent 
up to the maximum of 10 per cent, of their salary, and (if) why those of 
the Secretariat staff who are not provided with Government quarters at 
Simla are paid anything more than the difference between the rates of the 
Simla house-rent allowance laid down by Government and one-tenth of 
their salary ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) Yes. House rent is 
charged for the actual period of allotment of the house. 

(ft) No, the rule is that Government servants provided with Gov- 
ernment quarters have to pay the assessed rent of the quarters for the 
period of actual allotment subject to a maximum of 10 per cent, of 
their emoluments. 

(e) The question does not arise. 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 856 . 
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Allowances of Staffs of the Secretariat and Attached Offices in 

Delhi and Simla. 

861. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government please state the amounts 
spent annually per individual by way of : 

(i) Simla house-rent allowance to the Secretariat Staff ; 

(it) Separation allowance to the Secretariat staff ; and 
(m) Delhi camp allowance to the attached offices staff ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the amount spent per individual by way of Simla 
house-rent allowance to the Secretariat staff is far in excess of that spent 
on the Delhi camp allowance for the attached offices ? If so, will Govern- 
ment please state whether the amount paid per individual per year in both 
tlie Secretariat and attached offices by way of these allowances is proposed 
to be equalized 9 If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) The amounts vary consi- 
derably from year to year accordinpr to the pay drawn by the individual 
and whether he resides with his family or not. I am not prepared to 
undertake to collect this information, but I shall be glad to send the 
Honourable Member information as to the rates of these allowances. 

(1) I am afaraid I am not in a position to answer the first part of 
this question for the reason I have just stated. As I have stated in 
reply to another of the Honourable Member question, the question of 
reducing or modifying these allowances is under consideration. 

Rent Free Accommodation for Staff of Attached Offices in New 

Delhi. 

862. *Mr. B. N, Misra : (a) Do Government propose to give rent- 
free accommodation to the attached and subordinate olfices staff during 
their stay in New Delhi in lieu of the reduced camp allowance ? 

(b) What is the rate rf the reduced camp allowance ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of India’s duration of stay in 
New Delhi has never exceeded six months ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) Government have no such 
proposal under consideration. 

(h) The allow'^ance has not yet been reduced. 

(c) Yes ; so far as I am aware. 

Simla House Rent Allowance of Secretariat Employees. 

t863. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that the Secretariat people 
get the Simla house-rent allowance or rent-free accommodation in Simla 
during the whole year ? 

(b) Do Government propose to reduce the Simla house rent allowance t. 
H not, why not 9 


tPor aABwer to thin question, see answer to question No. 856. 
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Partial Treatment of Attached and Subordinate Offices. 

864. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that all the memorials and 
representations sent by the Attached and Subordinate OfBces Association 
were turned down ? 

(b) Are Government aware that there is a general discontent among 
the persons employed in the attached and subordinate offices over the 
attitude adopted by the Secretariat ? 

(c) Will Government state their reasons for treating partially a section 
of their own men in such a way ? 

(d) Do Government propose to reduce the Simla house-rent allowance 
in the same proportion as the Delhi camp allowance is going to be ? If not, 
why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) I niidei*stand the Honour- 
able Member is referring to representations regarding allowances only. 
Some representations on the subject were received some time ago and 
were rejected. 

(b) No. 

(^•) and (d), I am unable to accept the statement that there is any 
partiality in the matter. As 1 have already stated the question of re- 
reducing or modifying the allowances is under examination. 

Paucity of Mussalmans in the Auditor General’s Department. 

866. *Mr. M. Haswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that in the Department 
of the Auditor General no gazetted officer is a Mussalman, no permanent 
Superintendent is a Mussalman, and no Assistant Superintendent is a Mus- 
salman ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state the percentage of the different 
communities holding the posts mentioned in part (a) above ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) It is a fact that there is 
no Mussalman gazetted officer, Superintendent or Assistant Superin- 
tendent in the office of the Auditor General. A Mussalman appren- 
tice was recruited last year for appointment to an Assistant Superin- 
tendent's post. 

(b) The percentage of different communities in the posts men- 
tioned in part (a) of the question is as follows : 

European. Hindus. 

Per cent. Per cent. 

Gazetter Officer . . . . 12.5 87.5 

Superintendents . . , . 100 

Assistant Superintendents . . . . 100 

Communal Composition of Postal Staff in certain Postal Divisions. 

866. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased 
state whether’ the figures of communal composition of the B.. M. S. staff 
in the D. and L. Divisions published on page 10 of the August' 1931 Issue 
of tte Postal Advocate^ Delhi, are correct 1 
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(6) Will Qcyeniment be^ t)leased to state whethei^ the figures of com- 
muTiaJ composition of R. M. S. porters in the D. Division published on the 
inner leaf of the title page of the August 1931 isstie of the Postal Advocate, 
Delhi, are Correct ? 

(r) Will Government be pleased to state the correct figui-es if the 
figures referred to in parts (a) and (6) above are not correct ? 

(d) Is it a fact that even in the Punjab and North-West Frontier 
circle, where Muslims form 55 per cent, of population, the posts of (a) Selec- 
tion grade, (&) clerks, (c) sorters, and (d) porters and menials are held 
as under : 

Hindus. Muslims. Total. 

(1) Superintendents, K. M. S., L. and D. 

Divisions . . . . 2 0 2 

(2) Selection grade appointments 35 9 44 

(3) Sorters .. .. ..696 203 899 

(4) Head Clerks, Accountant and Head 

Record Clerks . . . . 6 0 6 

(5) Inspectors, R. M. S. . . . . 17 7 24 

(6) Porters in D. Division . . .. 157 35 192 

Total .. 913 254 1,167 

Percentage . . 79 21 100 

(e) Do Government propose to take some effective steps to remove the 
inequality ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) to (e). Government have no information. 
With respect to (d) and (e), recruitment is not made on a population 
basis, while the orders regarding the adjustment of communal repre- 
sentation apply only to new recruitment and not to promotion or post- 
ings. Government are not aware that those orders are not being ob- 
served. A copy of the question is being sent to the Postmaster-General, 
Punjab and N. W. F. 

Appointment of a Muslim as Assistant Director General of Posts and 

Telegraphs. 

867. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that there is no 
Muslim Assistant Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, nor any Muslim 
Superintendent in the ofiSce of the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs 
against two Assistant Directors-General and sixteen Superintendents of the 
other communities 1 

(h) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of appoint- 
ing at least one Muslim Assistant Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) There is at present no Muslim Assistant 
Director-General or Superintendent in the Director-GeneraPs office. 

(6) Posts of Assistant Directors-General are filled by selection 
from the most suitable eligible officers without regard to seniority or 
fo communal considerations. 
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Indebtedness of the Postmaster, Delhi. 

868. ’^Kr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that Mr. J. C 0. 
Longhliu, Postmaster, Delhi, took a loan of rupees two thousand from 
the Postal Co-operative Credit Society, Delhi t 

(b) Is it a fact that no instalment of the said loan has yet been paid 
by the said Postmaster to the Society ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the said Postmaster took loans from 
the following subordinates of his : 

(1) Mr. Hira Lai, Head Clerk, Mails, Delhi, by signing a promissory 

note in favour of Hira LaPs father. 

(2) Mr. Bhagwant Sing, B.A., Clerk P. 0., Delhi, wlio appeared in 

the selection grade examination over the head of his senior 
graduates. 

(3) Mr. Harnarain, Sub-Postmaster, Imperial Secretariat, North. 

(4) Mr. Ham ('hand, Snb-Postmaster, Dareeba, Delhi. 

(5) Mr. Janki Ram, Sub-Postmaster, Chitli Kabar. 

(6) Mr. Gurbakhsh Sing, Sub-Postmaster, Civil Lines, Delhi. 

(7) Mr. Sri Ram, Sub-Postmaster, Mori Gate, Delhi. 

(8 ) ^Ir. Dina Natli, postman — now Lower Divison Clerk, Delhi. 

(9) Mr. Jawahir Lai, officiating Head Clerk, Correspondence, 
Delhi. 

(d) If reply to part (c) be in the aflBrmative, will Government be 
pleased to state whether'^the conduct of the said Postmaster and the officials 
named in part (c) above was objectionable according to the Government 
Servants Conduct Rules, and, if so, what action do Government propose to 
take against all those officials ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Yes. 

(6) Government have no information. The business of the Society 
is conducted by the Society itself. 

(e) and (d). An enquiry will be made. 


f869. 


Mussalman Employees in the District Traffic Superintendent’s Office, 

Dinapore. 

870. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : What was the percentage of 
Mussalman employees getting rupees thirty or upward in July, 1920, iu 
District Traffic Superintendent's Office in Dinapore on the East Indian 
Railway and what is the corresponding figure of July, 1931 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, I propose to 
answer questions Nos. 870, 871 and 872 together. Government regret 
that they are not prepared to supply figures of communal representation 
regarding individual offices or classes of offices. 


•tTIiis qiiestioii was withchawn by the questioner. 
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Mussalman Employees on the East Indian Railway. 

f871. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahm ad : What is the percentage in Dina- 
pore Di\dsion and in other Divisions on the Bast Indian Railway, of 
Mussalman employees : 

(a) in grades of Rs. 30 and upward up to Rs. 130 ; 

(h) in grades of Rs. 130 — 150 ; 

(c) in grades of Rs. 150 — 250 ; and 

(d) in grades of Rs. 250 and upward ? 

Mussalman Station Masters on the East Indian Railway. 

t872. ’^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : What is the percentage of 
Mussalman Station Masters in Dinapore Division on the East Indian 
Railway and what is the corresponding number in other Divisions on the 
East Indian Railway ? 

Appointment of Mussalman Station Masters on the East Indian Railway. 

873. ’^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that handling 
money is paid to Station Masters for loading and unloading the goods ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the following stations are first class stations in 
Dinapore Division as regards goods booking : 

Bliabhua Road, Dehri on gone, Daltonganj, gone Bast Bank, 
Sasarara, Jehanabad, Taregna, Burhee, Warisaligunj, Jamooee, 
Barh, Bihta, Raghunathpore, Arrah, Buxar, Behia, Dumraon, 
and Tarighat. 

(c) Is it a fact that except on temporary relieving duty no Mussalman 
Station Master has ever been appointed at the stations mentioned in 
part (b) 1 

(d) If the reply to part (e) be in the negative, will Government 
be pleased to state the names of Mussalman Station Masters apart from 
temporary relieving duties who have been appointed at the stations men- 
tioned in part (6) with their length of service at that post t 

(e) If the reply to part (c) be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to see that the claims of Mussalman Station Masters are not over- 
looked ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes, at certain stations on some railways 
in cases in which the contract for loading and unloading goods is not 
given to labour contractors. 

(h) Government have no information as to the classification of 
stations adopted by Railways for goods traffic. 

(c), (d) and (c). Government have no information. They presume, 
however, that the Honourable Member suggests that discrimination is 
exercised against Muslim employees in the posting of Station Masters 
at the stations referred to. Government propose, therefore, to bring the 
Honourable Member’s question and this answer to the notice of the 
Agent, East Indian RaiByay. 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 870. 




Fbomotiq^ ajud Pay of the Personal Assistant to the Army 

Secretary. 

874. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (on behalf of Mr. 8. 0. Mitra) : 
fa) Is it a fact that a proposal to classify the appointment of the Army 
Secretary's Personal Assistant as a Superintendent’s appointment was 
eri^inally rejected by the Home Department ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the proposal was put up to the Home Depart- 
ment again when the present Army Secretary (then Deputy Army Sec- 
retary) was placed on special duty in that Department ? 

(g) If the answer to part (ft) is in the affirmative, was the proposal 
sanctioned by him 1 

(d) Is it also a fact that having first secured a gazetted status for 
the appointment of the Army Secretary’s P. A., sanction of the Finance De- 
partment was obtained to grant of pay in the grade of Rs. 500 — 40 — 
700 in favour of the Personal Assistant ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. The Army Department sent to 
the Home Department a proposal that this official should be given gazet- 
ted status. The Home Department replied tliat it was not usual to 
confer such status as personal distinction on an individual, but that it 
would seem appropriate to classify the appointment as a Superintend- 
ent’s appointment, which would autoniatically give it the gazetted 
status. This was clone. 

(b) It is a fact that I was acting as Joint Secretary in the Home 
Department in 1926, when tlie case was referred to that Department by 
the Army Department. 

(ii;) 1 find, on reference to tlio records, that, in view of my connec- 
tion with the Army Department, I referred the case to the Home Secre- 
tary, who passed orders on it. T had, however, the satisfaction of 
strongly supporting the proposal. 

(d) Yes. 


Promotion and Pay op the Personal Assistant to the Army 

Secretary. 

875. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (on behalf of Mr. S. C. Mitra) : 
(a) Is it a fact that a proposal is now on foot to grant a charge allowance 
of Rs. 200 per mensem to the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary in 
respect of the Medal Section f 

(h) If the answer to part {a) is in the affirmative, what will be the 
total emoluments of the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary and 
what were his total emoluments in 1926 ? 

(g) What are the present duties of the Personal Assistant to the Army 
Secretary f 

Mr. O. M. Young ; (a) No, Sir. I may inform the House that the 
office^ of the Medal Section of the Army Department is situated in Old 
Demi for all the year round, while the Army Department itself migrates 
between Simla and New Delhi. It would therefore be physically im- 
possible, even if it were otherwise desirable, for the Personal Assistant 
to the Army Secretary to hold charge of that Section. 
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(6) Does not arise. 

(c) The Personal Assistant to Army Secretary combines the duties 
of Personal Assistant, with those of the Registrar of the Depai’t- 
ment. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it not a fact. Sir, that the Persoijal 
Assistant to the Army Secretary has rendered meritorious services to 
Government and fully deserves the trust which the Army Secretary has 
reposed in him ? 

Mr. 0. M. Young : I am very glad to have that testimonial to my 
Personal Assistant, from tJie Honourable Member. 

Promotion and Pay of the Personal Assistant to the Army 

Secretary. 

876. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (on behalf of Mr. S. 0. Mitra) : 
{a) Is it a fact that the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary was 
placed in charge of establisliment while he was a junior time-scale 
Assistant ? If so, why 1 Have there been any such instances in other 
Departments ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Personal Assistant has been promoted to a 
Superintendentship without being first promoted to the upper time-scale t 

(c) How many such instances arc there in other Departments t If 
there are none, why was an exception made in favour of the Personal 
Assistant to the Army Secretary ? 

Mr. O. M. Young : (a) The answer is in the ncgati\ e. 

(6) No, Sir ; as stated in iny reply to question No. 874, the appoint- 
ment is a special one and was graded as a Superintendentship, although 
it is not a Superintendentship in the regular line. 

(c) As explained in my reply to the Honourable Member ^s starred 
question No. 49«5 on the 17th Stndeiuber, there is no parallel to this ap- 
pointment in other Departments. The latter portion of this question 
does not therefore arise. 

Correspondence dealing with Allegations against the Personal Assis- 
tant TO THE Army Secretary. 

877. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (on behalf of ^r. S. C. Mitra) : 
in) Will Government kindly place on the table of this House a complete 
copy of the correspondence that passed between the Army Secretary and 
a prominent Member of this House dealing with certain allegations against 
the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary ? 

(6) Is it a fact that extracts from that correspondence were circulated 
in the Army Headquarters and Army Department and, if so, what was 
the object underlying this action ? 

Mr. 0. M. Young ; (a) The answer is in the negative. Three 
letters were received on the question of the recruitment of Muslim 
elorks to Army Headquarters, which the writer asserted to be for all 
practical purposes controlled by Hindu members of the establishment. 

last of these letters also contained unfounded allegations against 
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the Personal Assistant and the other Hindu members of the establish- 
ment. 

(b) As the information contained in these letters had clearly been 
supplied by some person or persons employed in the Army Department, 
and as it was generallv known that propajranda of this kind was going 

it was thought desirable to circulate the last of the three letters, 
with my reply, in order to make it clear to all concerned that the autho- 
rities in control of the Army Department and Army Headquarters estab- 
lishments were not being influenced by this propaganda. The identity 
of the writer of the letters was not disclosed. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are Government prepared to disclose the 
name of the gentleman who wrote Ihnt letter to the Army Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : No, 8ir. 

Duties of an Officer on Special Duty in the Army Department. 

878. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (on behalf of Mr, &. C. Mitra) ; 
(a) Is it a fact that the officer on special duty in the Army Department 
is in charge of the Kevision Section ? 

(b) Is it a tact that in order to save himself from the retrenchment 
axe, he is taking over work which is not properly his own ? 

(c) What was the number of cases dealt with by him as an officer 
of Revision Section in April last and what is their number now ? 

(d) Is it a fact that formerly he was responsible for merely issuing 
amendments 1o only a few books of regulations and that now he has taken 
upon himself the task of approving and issuing amendments to all books 
of regulations (without any specific orders to this effect) ? 

(e) Is it a fact that he approves all proposals put up by the Army 
Secretary’s Personal Assistant the latest being that all persons should 
report to the latter in person on return from leave ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(h) No, Sir. 

(;•) The information is not available. 

(d) The appointment was jiiade with the object that the holder of 
it should gradually take over the control and amendment of all forms, 
and, if possible, of all regulations also. The officer is also in charge of 
printing and stationer 3 \ The concentration of the above duties in a 
single officer has already resulted in large savings. In addition, the 
Officer on Special Duty has taken over most of the duties of the Estab- 
lishment Officer, thus making possible the abolition of the latter ap- 
pointment, a further consequential saving. 

(e) The answer to the first portion of this question is in the nega- 
tive. The ans^ver to the second portion is that the rule has been in force 
for a considerable time. 

Allotment of Quarters in New Delhi. 

879. ^Mr. B. Da.^ : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
details of allotment of accommodation for New Dehli for 1930-31 and' 



QUBST10N8 AND ANSWBM. 


935 


1931-32 for orthodox and un-orthodox quarters (with and without liens 
separately) for the Departments of the Government of India and their 
attached and subordinate ofHccs ? 

(6) How many applicants are there from each of the Departments for 
A, B, C and D classes, respectively, and how many were provided with 
accommodation ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in some cases those who are actually allotted 
quarters do not live in them but sublet them to unauthorised persons ? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) is in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to take any action 

(e) Do Government propose to extend the same privileges to the 
migratory staff as are enjoyed by the non-migratoiy staff, viz., the pri- 
vilege of remaining in the same quarter unless and until a quarter of a 
higher type to Avhieh lie is entitled becomes available ? If not, why not 1 

Mr, J. A. Shillidy : (a) and (b). Government do not propose to 
have the information compiled as the amount oF labour involvt^l in do- 
ing so would be incomnw?nsurate with the benefit attained. 

(l-O Government have no information on the subject. 

(cf) Does not arise. 

(e) It is not proposed to extend the privilege mentioned to the 
migratory staff as the reasons for which it was given in the case of non- 
migratory staff do not hold good in the case of migratory staff. 

Kelease of S. Dhanna Singh, a Prisoner of Lyallpur. 

880. ’^Bhai Parma Nand (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh) ; Will 
Government be pleased to state why S. Dhanna Singh and his companions 
have not been released so far under the Gandhi-Irwdn settlement ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : They were not released at the 
time as the offence for which they were convicted was not connected 
with the civil disobedience movement and their cases did not therefore 
come within the terms of the settlement. 

It is understood, however, that the Punjab Government as an act 
of grace have since remitted the sentences under section 401 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

Charge for Excess Water at the Clerk’s Quarters, Phagli, Simla. 

881. *Bao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that there are 
separate water meters attached to each of the. Indian clerks quarters, 
Phagli, Simla ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the water rates are not charged according to the 
readings of the meters attached to each quarter ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are Municipal meters attached 1o each 
group of SIX quarters, and, if so, is it a fact that the reading of the Munici- 
pal meter does not tally with the total readings of the separate meters 
attached to the six units in a block ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Municipality 
charges thd Public Works Department for excess water according to their 
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meters, if so, what are the reasons for putting separate meters in each 
qoarter f 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy ; (a), (6) and (c). Yes. 

(d) Yes. Originally, there were no separate meters in the quarters. 
This led to considerable discontent because some occupants (for example, 
those with large families) used more water than others, and so long as there 
were no meters, all had to pay alike. 

Charge for Excess Water at Government Quarters in Simla and New 

Delhi. 

882. ’®^Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (u) Are Government aware that 
the excess w^ater rate bill for the period, 15th April, 1931, to 14th May, 
1931, has been sent to the tenants in Phagli in the month of September, 
1931 without giving the tonan-s any intimation as io the excess water 
used by them during that mouth ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the number of gallons of 
water allowed free for a month to each tenant in A, B and 0 type ciuartcrs 
in Phagli, Simla, as wtII as in the unorthodox ([uarters in New Delhi 1 

(c) Are Government aware that the tenants of Government quarters 
in Simla and New Delhi are not intimated as to the excess water used 
by them during a month ? If so, do Government propose to have a chart 
attached to each Avater meter in Government quarters in Simla and New 
Delhi in which the monthly meter readings will be put down for the informa- 
tion of the tenants as is done for electric meter reading ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Yes. 

(b) The figures are, approximately, as follows ; 

Phagli, Simla, — A. 65 gallons, daily. 

B. 55 gallons, daily. 

C. 52 gallons, daily. 

Xtiiv Delhi. — No free allowance is given to tenants of unorthodox 
quarters. They are charged Rs. 1-8-0 per mensem, and are allowed to 
use up to 4,000 gallons per mensem without further payment. After 
this they arc billed at a rate of 6 annas per thousand gallons. 

(c) In Delhi, intimation is given when the bills are sent out. In 
Simla, no intimation is given, but the information may be obtained by 
any one who is interested on applying to the Phagli Public Works OfScc. 

The system suggested could be introduced, but would involve addi- 
tional work and expense. 


l^NSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Muslim Rajput Population op bach Province. 

71. Kmiwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : Will Government kindly state 
what is the Muslim Rajput population (male and female) of each province 
in India according to this latest census t * 
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The Honomuble Sir James Orerar : I regret the information is not 
jfcet available. 

Reduction in Number op Class I Officers op the Survey op India. 

72. Eunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : With reference to Maulvi 
Muiiairimad Yakub’s starred question No. 1577 (d), dated 3rd Septem- 
ber. 1924, will Government kindly state what reduction has been made 
up till now in the number of Class I officers of the Survey of India ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazil-i-Husain : The sanc- 
tioned cadre of Class I of the Survey of Tndia consists of 63 officers. 
The number actually employed at present is only 49. Recruitment from 
the Indian Army has been in abeyance since 1923 and the number of 
Royal Engineei, officers has also been gradually decreasing. The ques- 
tion of reduction is receiving the attention of Government in connection 
with the ;:>roposals for retrenchment. 

The Administration op Aden. 

73. Mr. S. O. Jog : (a) Will Government make an annoaneement 
of their future policy of administration in Aden ? 

(/;) Are Government aware that questions with reference to the Aden 
administration were put in the Bombay Council ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to improve the present 
state of administration 1 

Mr. B. B. Howell : (a) and (c). The Hononurable Member is referred 
to the answer given by me to question No. 595 put by Sir Cowasji 
Jehangir in this Assembly. 

(b) Yes. 


Trains prom Amraoti to Nagpur. 

74. Mr. 8. O. Jog ; (a) Will Government state as to how many 
trains run between Badnera and Nagpur on the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway ? 

(b) Have Government considered the question of running the same 
trains from Amraoti to Nagpur ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Railway has been put to a loss 
by tlie present arrangement f 

(d) Are Government aware that because the trains do not run from 
Amraoti the passenger traffic is diverted considerably by motor buses ? 

(e) Do Government propose to take steps to run the trains from 
Amraoti f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) Four passenger trains in each direction. 

(b) Government can take no part in the preparation of time tables. 

(^). (d) and (e). I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply 
1 gave to part (c) of his question No. 972 on the 16th March 1931. 
fhe Agenl^ Great Indian Penin.sula Railway, has since reported that tiie 
third class single journey fare between Badnera and Amraoti had been 
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rednced from Re. 0-2-0 to Re. 0-1-6 and return tickets at Re. 0-2-0 were 
introduced with effect from 1st October 1928, and that the train services 
on the section had also been intensified from time to time. These 
measures, it is stated, have proved effective to retain traffic against road 
competition. 

Tennis Court for GovKrvNMENT of Intka Clerks at Phagli. 

75. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : («) Is it a fact that there is a Government 
tenJiis court in Phagli for the Governineiit of India clerks ? If so, what 
is the annual rent charged from the clerks for the use of the court ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement of the 
tennis courts attached to the different officers’ bungalows- -with names 
of the officers — and the rent paid by them for the Simla season for the use 
of those courts ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Yes. The annual rent is Rs. 110 per season. 
This is a concessional rent. The full rent for the summer is Rs. 299 and 
for the year Rs. 513. 

(ft) Government are not prepared to undertake the labour of pre- 
paring the statement asked for. It might be mentioned, however, that 
in no case is the rent of a tennis court attached to an officer’s house, as 
low as what is charged for the Phagli court, nor is any officer given any 
concession. 

Appointment op Joint Secretary, Department op Education, ^Health and 

Lands. 

76. Mr, 8. C. Mitra : (a) What are the duties attached to the post 
of Joint Secretary in the Department of Education, Health and Ijands and 
what is the justification for keeping this post ? Was the post of Additional 
Deputy Secretary created for the very work which originally used to be 
done by the Joint Secretary ? 

(ft) What is the establishment attached to this post ? 

(c) How many times has the iiresent Joint Secretary gone overseas 
during the last three years and on what purpose ? For how many months 
has he br'cn away during that period and what arrangements were made 
to carry on his woi-k in his absence ? Does not the work suffer in any 
way ? 

(d) What are the arrangements made now when he is away 1 Can- 
not the same arrangements be kept throughout the year ? If not, why 
not ; 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian 8ir FazI-i-Rusain : (a) The 
duties performed by Joint Secretary and Additional Deputy Secretary 
in this Department and the reasons which necessitated the creation of 
these posts are fully explained in paragraphs 54 and 56 of the proceedings 
of the Standing Finance Committee, dated the 23rd January, 1931, 

14th February, 1930, respectively. Copies of these proceedings 
available in the Library of the House. 

(ft) 1 stenographer and 2 peons. 
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(c) The Honourable Member is presumably referring to Mr. 6. S. 
Bajpai. A statement containing the information desired by him ia 
annexed. The answer to the last part of the question is in tlic negative. 

(d) The Additional Deputy Secretary is officiating as Joint Secret 
tary. The post of Additional Deputy Secretary has been converted 
temporarily into that of Additional Under Secretary as a measure of 
economy. The question of the strength of the Secretariat establishment 
is being considered by the General Purposes Sub-Committee of the lie- 
trenchmeiLt ^Advisory Committee. 


Absences out of India of the Joint Secretary^ Department of Education^ Health and Ixinds, 
Year. Purpose and period of deputation. Arrangements made 

* during his absence. 


1929 


1930 


1931 


To Geneva in connection with the The Deputy Secretary offi- 
meeting of the I^eage of Nations. ciated as Joint Secre- 

30th July, 1929 to 29th November, 1929 tary. 

(4 months). 


To Geneva in connection vrith the 
meeting of the Lt^agueof Nations, 
and then to London in connection 
with the Imperial Conference and 
the Indian Round Table Conference. 

16th August, 1930 to 11th February, 
1931 (6 months and 27 days). 

To London to assist at the Round 
Table Conference. 

From 16th August, 1931. 


The Additional Deputy 
Secretary officiate as 
Joint Secretaiy. 


Tlie Additional Deputy 
Secretary is officiating 
as Joint Secretary. 


Conveyance Allowance paid to Govebnment op India Staff at Delhi. 

77. Mr. S. 0. Mitra ; (a) What is the rate of conveyance allowance 
granted to the staff of the Government of India while at Delhi ? Why 
and for what purpose was it sanctioned ? 

(&) Do Government contemplate to reduce this allowance in the case 
of the low paid clerks as well as in the case of high salaried officers ? If 
so, what is the percentage of reduction of this allowance in the case of 
both the classes of officers ? 

[c) Have Government considered the question as to wlietlior this 
allowance is really necessary in the case of gazetted officers drawing hand- 
some salaries / 

The Honurable Sir James Orerar : (a) Conveyance allowance is 
granted to those who apply for, but are not provided wuth, accommoda- 
tion, at or near the place of their work. It is meant to compensate for 
the expense entailed in transporting an officer to office from a distance. 
The rate was Rs. 32, but has recently been reduced to Rs. 28 for those 
drawing less than Rs. 500 per mensem. For those drawing more than 
that amount the rate was Rs. 100 which has been reduced to Rs. 50 per 
^iieiisem. 

(h) and (o). In connection with the general economy campaign the 
feasibility of further reducing this allowance is under consideration. 
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.Abolition or the Separation Allowance of the Qovebnuent or India 

Secretariat Statt. 

78. Mir. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Govenunent of India 
are contemplating to abolish the separation allowance of the Secretariat staff 
altogether 1 

(b) What is this allowance and when and why was it sanctioned t 
Have the grounds for which it was granted ceased to exist or are thqr 
still present f 

(c) Has the allowance been generally availed of by the low paid staff 
of the Secretariat who fail to get Government quarters in New Delhi f 

(d) If the answers to parts (a) and (c) be in the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propose to continue the allowance ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a), (b) and (d). I would 
refer the Honourable Member to the reply given by me on 17th September, 
1931, to parts (la) (i), (e) and (/) of Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim*s unstarred 
question No. 70. 

(c) I am unable to give any definite reply without detailed investi- 
gation which would involve a great deal of time and labour. 

Pay and Allowances of I. C. S. Officers. 

79. Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra : (a) What is the time-scale of pay of the 
I. 0. S. ? 

(6) What allowances are admissible to officers of the I. C. S. — ^both 
Indians and Europeans — as also the concessions enjoyed by them under the 
Lee Commission’s recommendations f 

(c) What were the grounds for which these concessions were allowed ? 
Have not these grounds since disappeared ? If so, do Government propose 
to withdraw the allowances and make a percentage cut in their salaries t 

(d) What special allowances or special pays are attached to the posts 
of Secretaries, Joint, Deputy and Under Secretaries in the various Depart- 
ments of the Government of India Secretariat ! 

(e) Is there any special reason for continuing these allowances when 
the allowances of the subordinate staff are being curtailed ? 

(f) Do Government contemplate to abolish these special pays ? If 
not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to Schedule I to the Superior Civil Services Rules, a copy 
of which will be found in the Library. 

(6) Government have no information as regards the allowances 
granted to Indian Civil Service officers by Local Governments under their 
own ])owers. In regard to the main Lee concessions I would refer the 
Honourable Member to rules 4, 8 and 12 of the Superior Civil Services 
Rules and Rule 45- A of the Fundamental Rules. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to Chapters VI and VH 
of the Report of the Lee Commission. 
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(d) Secretaries and Joint Secretaries to the Government of India 
do not receive any special pay in addition to the fixed pay of Bs. 4,00U 
and Bs. 3,000 a month, respectively. Indian Civil Service Deputy Secre- 
taries and Under Secretaries to the Government of India draw a special 
pay of Bs. 4Ck) and Bs. 300 a rnonth, respectively, in addition to grade 
pay subject to a maximum in the former case of Bs. 2,250 in all, exclusive 
of overseas pay. 

(e) and (/). An examination of the pay of all posts carrying a 
special rate of pay in the Government of India Secretariat is being 
carried out in connection with the present retrenchment campaign. 

Pay op Accountants in the Office of the Military Accountant 

General. 

80. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
(i) the number of accountants and their scale of pay, and (ii) the num- 
ber of clerks and their scale of pay at present employed in the office of the 
Military Accountant General 1 

(b) Is it a fact that the scale of pay and the increments of accountants 
employed in the Office of the Military Accountant General are higher than 
those of the 1st Division assistants employed in the Imperial Secretariat ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) (i) and (ii). A statement 
containing the required information is laid on the table. 


Category of staff. Number. Scale of pay. 

Accountants . . . . . . 18 Bs. 210 — ^20 — 410 — 30 — 500. 

Clerks who have passed the Subordinate Ac- 
counts Service Examination of the Mill- 


taiy Accounts Department 

Clerks who have not passed the Subordinate 
Accounts Service Examination of the 

58 

Rs. 11&— 10— 225. 

Military Accounts Department 

11 

Rs. 56—6—115-^5—170—6— 
200. 

Routine Grade Clerks — ^permanent . . 

15 

R8.9Q— 4 130-4—170. 

Routine Grade Clerks — officiating . . 

2 

R8.75. 


(b) There are two classes of First Division Secretariat Assistants : 
(«) Assistants — Upper time scale. 

Scale of pay — Bs. 375 — 25—500. 

(ii) Assistants — ^Lower time scale. 

Scale of pay — ^Bs. 200 — 15 — 500. 

It will be seen that the accountants employed in the office of the 
Military Accountant General are on a scale which is considerably lower 
than that of First Division Secretariat Assistants who are in the Upper 
Time Scale but slightly higher than that of Assistants in the Lower 
Time Scale. 


Allowances paid to Accountants in the Office op the Military 
Accountant General. 

. 81. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : («) Is it a fact that the accountants employed 

the Office of the Military Accountant General get, in addition to their 
b234LAD K 
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time-scale of pay, (i) local allowance ranging from Bs. 50 to Bs. 80 a 
month ; (it) duty allowance of 20 per cent, on their pay ; and (m) Simla 
house rent f 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Military Accountant General's Office is 
only an Attached Office f 

(c) Is it a fact that the 1st Division assistants in the Imperial 
Secretariat get only Simla house rent and no local or duty allowances in 
addition to their substantive pay ? If so, will Government be pleased to 
state tJie circumstances and the reasons for the grant of local and duty 
allowances to the accountants of the Military Accountant General's Office t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) (i), (ii) and (iii). The 

answer is in the affirmative except that the rate of local allowance for 
accountants ranges from Rs. 70 to Rs. 80 a month. 

(b) The Military Accountant General's office is an attached office, 
which in some respects functions as a Section of the Military Finance 
Department. The work carried out in the Military Accountant General's 
office is of a different nature to that carried out in Secretariat offices but 
is of a very responsible nature. It is not possible to make a comparison 
of responsibility. 

<c) It is a fact that First Division assistants in the Imperial Secre- 
tariat di’aw no local or duty allowances in addition to their substantive pay. 
The Secretariat scale of pay is a consolidated rate based on the conditions 
prevailing at the Headquarters of the Government of India. The accoun- 
tants employed in the Military Accountant General's office belong to an 
all-India " Department. Under their terms of service they are liable 
for general service in India and Field Service in or out of India, and are 
transferred to the head office only for limited periods. In addition to their 
pay on the general time-scale they are granted a local allowance to cover 
the high cost of living in Simla and a duty allowance in view of the more 
responsible duties which they have to perform in the Headquarter office 
in comparison with those in subordinate offices. 

Allowances paid to Accountants in the Office of the Military 

Accountant General. 

82. Ur. S. 0. Ultra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
actuals of the amounts paid to the accountants of the Military Accountant 
General's Office in 1930-31 towards (i) local allowance ; and (ii) duty 
allowance f 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to 
abolish the local and duty allowances of the accountants employed in the 
Military Accountant General's Office ? If so, when 1 If not, why not t 

(c) Is it a fact that duty allowances are granted to the superior ser- 
vice officers and the subordinate service officers employed in the Office of 
the Military Accountant General and that officers of similar status employed 
in the Secretariat offices of the Government of India get no such allow- 
ances f If so, will Government be pleased to state whether, and if so, 
when they propose to abolish these allowapces 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) (i) Local allowance 

Rs. 15,o89. 
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(n) Duty allowance Bs. 15,146. 

(&) Local and duty allowances were granted to accountants in tKe 
Hilitar}’ Accountant General’s office after eareMly considering the cir-* 
cumstances necessitating their grant and as the grounds on which they 
were granted still exist the Government of India do not propose to abolii^ 
them. 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
Both in the case of officers employed in the Secretariat and the office of 
the Military Accountant General the rates of pay and allowances have been 
fixed after careful consideration and with due regard to the nature of the 
duties which the officers are called upon to perform and their responsibi- 
lities and it is not proposed to abolish the duly allowances at present 
auctioned. 

With regard to the general question of local and duty allowances it is 
possible that the present rules will have to be reviewed if they are affected 
by any proposal made by the Retrenchment Committee. 

Payment for the Carriage of Mails between India and England. 

83. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) What is the amount paid to the steamer 
company that carries mails to and from England t 

(b) Do the Government in England bear any share ? 

(c) If so, how much ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) to (c). The Honourable Member’s attention 
is invited to the concluding sentences of parts (oi) and (6) of the reply 
j'iven to his starred question No. 603 on the 21st September, 1931. 

Carriage of Mails to and from the Straits Settlements. 

84. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) With wdiat company have Government 
made a contract for carrying the mails to and from the Straits Settle- 
ment ? 

(/>) What is the amount paid to the company ? 

(c) Do the Straits Settlement authorities pay any share 1 

(d) Is it a fact that under the contract the company has to carry 
the mails in steamers which run at an ascertained speed ? 

(e) Does the said company carry the mails in such steamers ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) and (5). The Honourable Member’s attention 
is invited to parts (a), (ft) and (d) of the reply given to his starred 
<|uestion No. 603 on the 21st September, 1931. 

(c) No. 

(d) and (e). Yes. 

Procedure for Admission to the Postal Department Co-operative 

Credit Society. 

85. Mr. 8. p. Mitra: Are Government aware that the Government 
of Bengal have decided that a member of gazetted rank may join the 
Writers’ Building Co- operative Society but will not participate in a loan f 
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Do Government propose to follow a similar procedure iii the Post Office 
Department t 

Sir Hubert Bams : Government have no information. The adoption 
of the principle suggested is already being examined by me. 

Ketrenchment at the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu. 

86. Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : (a) Will Government please state whe- 
ther it is a fact that the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu is the only 
factory in India manufacturing cordite for the use of the Military De- 
partment and was at the time of the war employing as many as 1,200 
men ; if not, what are the facts ? Has the factory come under retrench- 
ment ? If so, how has the retrenchment been effected t 

(b) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that owin^ 
to retrenchment 116 workmen, of whom 13 men have put in service of 
between 10 and 20 years and 79 men of under 10 years of service, 
have been discharged without any gratuity being paid to them 1 

(c) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that although 
many of these men have been working on the daily wage system and des- 
cribed as temporary establishment, they have been working in the factory 
for long periods of time ? 

Mr. 0. M. Young : (u) The answer to the first portion is in the 
affirmative. A number of temporary employees in this factory, as in other 
Ordnance and Clothing Factories, have been discharged, at least one 
month ^s notice being given in all cases. 

' (b) The figures given by the Honourable Member are correct, except 

that 23, and not 13, of these men have service of between 10 and 20 years. 
24 of tlic discharged men have been given small gratuities from the Fine 
Fund. The question of granting further gratuities is under consideration. 

(c) Yes. 

Retrenchment at the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu. 

87® Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer .* (a) Will Government please state whe- 
ther it is a fact that there has not been in the Cordite Factory at Aravan- 
kadu any system of provident fund or gratuity ? If so, why t 

(h) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that a Pines 
Fund was instituted in November, 1930, according to which gratuities 
so far as the funds permit may be granted out of the said funds to such 
of the workmen as are discharged owing to sickness or old age after long 
and approved service T 

(c) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that therein 

was provided only a maximum gratuity of six months’ pay to a workman 
who has put in not less than 20 years of service or Bs. 720 whichever is 
less f 'h 

(d) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that it was also 
provided therein that if the state of the Fines Fund would not permit of 
payment according to the full scale, the scale might be fui-ther reduced • 
if not, what are the facts t 
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( 0 ) Will GovemmeDt please state whether it is a fact that fines not 
being frequent or heavy in this factory, there is only 875 or there- 
about in the Fines Fund ; if not, what are the facts Y 

Mr. G. M. Young : (o) A contributory provident fund was instituted 
in all Ordnance and Clothing Factories on the 1st April, 1931. 

(6) No. The Fine Fund has been in existence for many years, 
j^vised rules for the grant of gratuities from this Fund were published 
in November 1930. The object of these rules is as stated by the Honourable 
Member. 

(c) and (d). Yes. 

(e) Yes. The balance of Es. 375 has been distributed among 24 of 
the discharged men. 

Retrenchment at the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu. 

88. Hr. C. 8. Banga Iyer : (a) Will Government please state whe- 
ther It is a fact that men of long service were suddenly discharged at the 
end of their caireer, in the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu Y 

(6) Will Government please state whether they are aware that there 
was no saving to support them in their old age and no provident fund or 
gratuity to come to their rescue Y 

(c) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that they sub- 
mitted a memorial to the Master General of Ordnance Factories in India 
pointing out the above facts ? 

(d) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the Union 
in their memorial to the Master General of Ordnance Factories in India 
prayed that the discharged men may be treated in the same manner as 
the employees on the South Indian Railway, when they were retrench- 
ed about three years ago by the grant of one month ^s pay for every year 
of service Y Was this prayer granted ; if not, why not Y 

(^?) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that in reply 
to the Union memorial, the Master General of Ordnance stated that 
gratuities would be paid so far as the Fines Fund permitted Y If not, 
what are the facts Y 

(/) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that he also 
stated that the grant from army funds will be made to pay a gratuity 
to men who are 50 years old and over, on the following scale : 20 — 30 
years of service 3 months' pay ; 30 — 35 years of service 6 months' pay I 
If not, what are the facts Y 

Mr. 0. M. Young : (a) No. They were all given a month's notice 
of discharge. 

(h) Government have already instituted a contrii)i'tor.v provident 
fund. The question of the grant of gratuities to the retreiudied personnel 
is under consideration. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. The memorial is receiving . sympathetic consideration, but 
Oovernment are unlikely to agree to so high a scale c»f gr::tiiities as is 
suggested. 
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(«) and (/). Y«s. The Master (General of tbe Ord'iiauce in India also 
stated that when sufficient funds were not available in the Fine Fund, a 
gratuity may be granted from Army funds to a discharged man of over 
50 years of age. 

Monthly and Daily Rates of Pay at the Cordite Factory at 

Aravankadu. 

89. Mr. 0. 8. Banga ]^er : (a) Will Government please state wlie- 
fher it is a fact that distinction has been made between monthly paid and 
daily rated men in the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu t If so, what 
are the distinctions and why are they made t 

(5) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that although 
they enjoy now a scheme of provident fund, casual and privilege leave, 
still they are called temporary t If so, why t 

Mr. O. M. Young : (a) Distinction has been made only in matters 
of leave and pension. Monthly paid men get leave under the Civil Service 
Regulations and pension after 35 years’ service, subject to certain conditions 
being fulfilled. They are entitled to one month’s notice of discharge under 
tile Civil Service Regulations. 

Daily-rated men get leave under separate rules and ordinarily are not 
eligible for pension. Th^ are not entitled to any notice of discharge. 

(6) Yes, because of the fluctuating iiatiii’e of their work which deiiends 
on the extent of orders placed on the Factory. 

Gratuities for Retrenched Men at the Cordite Factory at Aravankadu. 

90. Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : (a) Will Government please state whe- 
ther it i.s a fact that the gratuity intended to be paid out of the fines fund 
in the Cordite Factorj' at Aravankadu was meant to cover only cases where 
an occasional case might arise in normal times ? 

(5) Will Government please state whether it is a fact that the 
Labour Union has applied to Government that special funds must be 
found in jnaking reparations, and gratuity be paid to the retrenched men 
at least equivalent to a month’s pay for every year of service as is done 
on State Railways, out of the army funds ; if the answer is in the 
affirmative, do Government propose to .sanction this special fund ; if not, 
why not ? 

Mr. G. M. Young ; (a) Tes. 

(5) Yes, but as already stated Government are unlikely to agree to 
the .suggested scale. 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Leader of the House) : Ton 
12 Noon. remember. Sir, that in the statement I mad* 

on Friday last about this week’s business I said 
that it might be necessary for me to ask you to direct that the House 
should sit on Friday of this week. That necessity. Sir, has how arisen. 
If you make that direction, the business which we shall put down wul 
be in the first place business on to-day’s list, not concluded when we rise 
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this evening, and, secondly, the motion to take ihto co^iderktiott^ the 
f^ess Bill as reported by the Select Committee. 1 believe. Sir, that 
Members are in the main agreeable to taking this motion on Friday, but 
I am of course aware that, if any Member takes objection, we shall hot 
be able to proceed with that motion on iViday unless you, Sir, suspend 
the Standing Orders. I should like to make it clear that Government will 
not ask you to do this unless it appears that we have the feeling of the 
House with us. 

Sir Hari Six^ Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : What will be the position on Pridav ? I have no ob- 
jection to the Bill being taken up on Friday, but the business which will 
not be concluded to-day will be taken up on Friday, and after disposal 
of that business there will be very little time left for this Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Kainy : I should like to explain that we 
shall put the Press Bill first on the paper. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I will agree to 
this course provided we are not asked to work on Saturday. 

Mr. President : The position has been clearly explained by the 
Honourable the Leader of the House. Government are putting this item 
on the Agenda Paper on Friday. Whether it will be considered or not 
will depend upon the suspension of the Standing Orders by the Chair. 
The Chair will only suspend the Standing Orders and enable the Press 
Bill to be brought forward two days earlier if there is a consensus of 
opinion m the House to th^at effect. 


i. ' 

THE FOREIGN RELATIONS BILL— cowfd. 

Mr. President : The House will now resume discussion on the motion 
that the Bill to provide against the publication of statements likely to 
promote unfriendly relations between His Majesy's Government and the 
Government of foreign States, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa : 
Muhammadan) : Sir, to continue my speech on my motion for circulation. 
Many of our friends and relatives have left their homes to settle perma- 
nently in various parts of the world, i.e,, in Africa, Ceylon, and other 
foreign States. There are others who have left their mother country 
temporarily to earn their living in those countries. The rights and 
Welfare of these are by no means subjects about which we can afford to 
be indiftereiit. So many times their rights as Indians have been 
seriously molested by the foreign Governments. 

Sir, jf this Bill becomes an Act, it will deprive us of one of our most 
effective means of protest against the ill-treatment of our countrymen 
the hands of foreign Governments. Besides, the interests of the 
Indip Mussalmans are very much allied to those of their brethren in 
Hedjaz, Turkey, Afghanistan, Africa, etc., and they can never remain 
indifferent to the sorrows and troubles of their co-religionists in those 
foreign countries. This Bill is a serious encroachment upon the liberties 
®f the Muslims of India and seeks to prevent them from voicing the 
discontents of their brethren or from censuring and protesting against the 
*naltreatment meted out to them by the Government of those countries. 

Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons says : 

“ The English common law punishes such libels on the ground that they imperil ths 
relations ol: His Majesty with foreign States.'* 
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But I find in clause 2 of the Bill, the wording is ; 

** unfriendly relations between His Majesty ^s Government and the Government of 
foreign State.** 

Again, at the time of introducing the Bill the Honourable the Foreign 
Secretary said : 

** No matter how malicious, how griituilous, or how false those attacks might be, 
or how disastrous the consequeneces of them* might be to the country concerned, the 
Government of India was impotent.” 

Then he said : 

** Against such consequences the rulers of these States have a right to be pro- 
tected.” 

Now, Sir, I think foreign States includes Indian States also 

{Several Honourable Members : ‘‘ No, no. That has been made clear 
by the Foreign Secretary. 

Some of my lawyer friends told me that it goes so far. If a man 
goes to Mecca and comes back from that place and says that he had troubles 
there and the Government of Mecca was not good and did not treat him 
well, then under this Bill that man can be proceeded with. So, we cannot 
say a single word against any erne. 

Sir, the Bill which is before the House intends to gag the Press for 
expressing its true and unbiassed opinion on foreign matters, while the 
one which was discussed a few days ago prohibited the fair criticisms on 
affairs connected with this country. It is impossible even to imagine bow 
a Press can be called a free and independent Press when legislation 
denying it the privilege of expressing its views is brought forward both 
for foreign as well as Indian matters. Sir, the Government move is very 
nice according to their point of view. Government have divided the old 
Bill into two parts and want to divide the opposition in this way. Sir, it 
has always been seen that a free Press is an eye-sore and an inconvenient 
factor for the Government of India and they are bent on forging new 
weapons for their armoury to put the free activities of the Press in India 
to an end. I do not know when such a state of affairs will be over and 
the Government will recover its senses. We are told that the Foreign 
Belations Bill has been devised merely to prevent libels against the heads 
pf foreign States, but I say with all the force at my command that this 
is not the true object of this malicious Bill. It is simply intended to check 
the free and fair criticism which I believe is no offence at all. To libel 
against the head of a foreign State is altogether a separate thing from that 
of expressing true opinions. The Foreign Secretary has given so many 
instances in this connection, but I say that it is not a true picture of the 
real affairs. For the sake of argument only, let it be granted for a moment 
that there are a very few papers which are bent upon such activities, and 
if the Government so desire, they can always take such action as they con- 
sider necessary under the ordinary law of the country. In that case it is 
all the more unnecessary for Government to place this legislation perma- 
nently on the Statute-book. 

With these words, Sir, I move the motion standing in my name. ’ 
Mr. President Motion moved : 

lit January^^lD^^”^^ circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
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lir Hari Singh Ocmr (Central Provinces liindi Divisions Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, as I have given notice of a similar motion and as I 
wish the Honourable the Foreign Secretary to see that the Bill as it is 
drafted is not in accordance with the English law, in other words, it goes 
against the spirit of the English law, I wish to offer a few observations in a 
friendly si.)irit. If the Honourable the Foreign Secretary will turn to 
Russell on Crimes he will find that so far as foreign potentates and Heads 
of States are concerned, the English law punishes a British subject only 
in three cases and in no other, namely, when one compasses or counsels 
murder of a foreign Sovereign or the head of a foreign State, secondly, 
if there is a conspiracy to commit murder of the head of a foreign State ; 
and thirdly, cases of libel upon a foreign State which would correspond to 
cases of defamation of the head of a foreign State. These are the only three 
cases known to the common law of England in which the tribunal would 
punish the delinquent. I get these facts from Russell on “ Grimes and 
Misdemeanours ”, Volume I, page 299 and page 793, ct seq. That being 
the case 1 do not think it is quite correct to state that the Bill in hand is 
intended to bring Indian law into conformity with English law. As 
regards the previous history of the Indian law, the Honourable the 
Foreign Secretary said that his distinguished predecessor, Sir Denys Bray, 
had introduced in this House in 1928 a similar Bill intended to amend sec- 
tion 50? of th(; Indian Penal Code. May I just remind the Honourable 
the Foreign Secretary that even that short Bill of 1928 was more in con- 
formity >yit.h English law than the Bill which he wants this House to take 
into consideration to-day. As Honourable Members may not have a copy 
of that Bill before them, I venture to read the operative clause of^ that 
Bill. It says that in section 505 of the Indian Penal Code after clause (c) 
liie following clause shall be inserted, namely : 

** with intent to promote or which is likely to promote unfriendly relations between His 
Majesty's Government and the Government of any foreign State." 

The Honourable the Foreign Secretary has referred to the stubborn 
opposition this Bill encountered upon its introduction in this House, and 
I feel that though we may not be numerically strong we shall not be 
lacking in the stubbornness of the opposition which we shall offer to the 
Bill as it is drafted to-day, as it was offered in the year 1928. If Honour- 
able Members will turn to clause 2 of the present Bill, which is the operative 
clause, they will find that it reads as follows : 

“Whoever makes, publishes or circulates any statement, rumour or report with 
intent to promote, or which is likely to promote, or whereof the making, publishing 
or circulating is likely to promote, unfriendly relations between His Majesty's Govem- 
Dieiit and the Government of any foreign State shall bo punishable with imprisonment 
which may extend to two years or with line or with both." 

My legal friends will at once see that the criminality, or the mem rea in 
this ease does not depend upon the offence but upon the effect it is likely to 
produce upon any foreign State. The crux of the criminality of this offence 
therefore must vary in each ease. We may have the head of a foreign 
State who may be more sensitive to criticism than the head of another 
State and it is the resultant effect upon the foreign State that will determine 
the criminality of the offender. Sir, I submit that is a serious defect in 
the Bill. , If you really wish to punish a person for libelling the head of « 
forei^ State then you have no difflenlty in defining your offence. £1 
1923, an Act was p^ed, popularly known as the Princes’ Protection Acl!> 
the language of which seems to me to be more in conformity with the 
*pint of English law than the language of the Bill in hand. In this Bill 
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.vliich was certified by Lord Beading and which 1 may point out waa thrown 
out upon its introduction in this House, showing how jeatons guardians o£ 
popular rights are the Members of this House and have been in previous 
Assemblies, the language was couched in the following terms ; 

Wlioovci* eilitB, pnuts or pubiishes or is the author of any book, newspaper or 
Other document which brings or is intended to bring into hatred or contempt or eieites 
or is intended to oxcite disaffection towards any Prince, or Chief of a State in India 
or the government or administration established in any such State shall be punishable 
with imprisonment which may extend to five years or with fine or with both. * * 

What is laid down here is that the offender shall not intentionally commit 
■d .11 offence, excite disaffection or do the various other things which consti- 
tute the offence. It is a sufficient notice to the offender that he must 
possess the mens rea or the criminal intention of a particular character and 
must avoid any reference to the Prince which would have the effect of 
^aiisitig disaffection or bringing into hatred or contempt. J can well 
tinderstand the meaning of the words “ hatred, contempt or disaffection 
and if you tell the conductor of a newspaper in India that you shall not, 
hy your language, bring into hatred or contempt the head of a foreign 
‘State to the same extent that you shall not bring into hatred or contempt 
the head of an Indian State, there would not be a close analogy between the 
present Bill and the Princes’ Protection Act of 1923, but there would 
be a closer analogy between the Indian law and English law, but as I have 
epbmitted, clause 2, which is the operative clause of the Bill, is so widely 
v^rded that it takes no note of your intention or of your knowledge. 
It concentrates upon the effect it is likely to produce upon the aggrieved 
party. You may have a noble intention. You may be inspired by the 
most patriotic of motives, but if the effect is to produce or there is any 
likelihood of producing an unfriendly relation, apart from your intention 
and knowledge, it will imperil your liberty. That, I submit, is a vicious 
principle. Sir, only last Sunday I was reading the Statesman newspaper, 
and curiously I find the following passages in that newspaper, it is dated 
201 h September, 1931, on page 19. Let me read a very short passage to 
Honourable Members. It says : 

** Over two thousanfl yours ngo Aristotle drew the classic features of the tyrant 
■and there is little in his terrible sketch to which Mussolini does not conform ; 

To build up one’s personal power by ruthless and unqualified repression. 

To slay or banish the best citizens of the commonwealth, 

To render dangerous by espionage all freedom of intercourse. 

To forbid all association for intellectual or social purposes, 

To devise vast enterprises, whether of peace or war, 

To keep the people occupied, 

To inspire the rich and poor with a distrust of each other, and confidence in 
himself, siding always, when choice must be made, with the stronger. 

Is there any clement in this portrait which is not recognizable as a picture of the 
present Italian regime f ” 

Then, after 8 a 3 rins very many nasty things about Massolini and paint- 
lllg his picture black (Laughter), we find the following closing lines : 

- Tyranny such as Mussolini’s softens the moral fibre of a people:” 

V (Mr. K. Ahmed : ” Hear, hear.”) 
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Sir, if there is one man in this world who will feel dissatisfied with 
tiie llovarnment of India upon reading this castigation df himself, it is 
llussolini. (Hear, hear.)^ Are the Government of bdia prepared to; 
prosecute the writer of this article t {Mr. 8. C. Mitra : “ This is Anglo* 
Indian Press.”) Further, Sir, my Honourable friend’s predecessor in 
office. Sir Henry Dobbs, on that very page, writes, and what does he write t 
He wrote an article in the London Daily Telegraph, and he says that the 
world is now full of tyrants. {An Honout^le Member : “ Full of 
what f ”) Tyrants. I will read to you some more extracts : 

• 

Non -hereditary tyranny is of its essence unstable, since it depends on one man’s 
life and energy. His death or weakness may at any mpinent leave his country without 
n head and throw it into chaos, which must affect its ntnghbours and rause storms over 
the whole surface of world-politics. 

Let us turn to a rapid survey of the ‘ Ten Tyrannies taking them from West 
to East. They are Portugal, Italy, Poland, Hungary, Bussia, Turkey, Arabia, Irak, 
Persia and Afghanistan. ” ^ , 

1 am quite sure, Sir, that the heads of these States will be extremely 
angry witli my .Honourable friend ’s predecessor in office for having charac- 
terised them as tyrants and giving a column and a half to showing "what 
sort of tyrants they were. If, therefore, you judge the crimiiialty of a 
crime tlie susceptibilities of the person against whom criticism is 

directed, you punish the man not for what he lias done but for remotely 
wounding the susceptibilities of another person of which he may know 
nothing. A fair criticism of the ruler and the ruled, a fair criticism of the 
oppression and tyranny of people, herein lies the birthright of every man 
and every citizen (Hear, hear) ; and if a newspaper is to be mulcted for 
such criticism — ^whether it be of a neighbouring Indian State or of a 
foreigner beyond the seas is immaterial — I submit the liberties of the 
Press in India would be seriously encroached upon and the Press would be 
jdaced in a position of great jeopardy if you were to make them the vic- 
tim of the fancies and whims of foreign potentates, — and it is this that 
this Pull proposes to do. 

Sir, I have shown to Honourable Members that this Bill is not in 
aecordance with the English law. T have showni to Honourable Members 
tliat this Bill is not in accordance with the provisions of the law which 
tliey themselves enacted relating to Indian States. I have shown, Sir, 
that this Bill would place an embargo upon fair criticism and W'ould place 
the k(?e]iers and printers of newspapers in this country at 
the abject mercy of the executive Government. The Hon- 
ourable the Foreign Secretary knew what was passing through 
the minds of the Honourable Members on this side of the House, and in 
the very opening words of his speech he said, “ Don't you for a moment 
think that ray Bill is going to deal with Indian States My Honour- 
able friend presumably has not consulted his legal advisers as to what 
would be its legal effect. I quite admit that that is the personal view of the 
Foreign Secretary, and it is entitled to great weight. But may I remind him 
as to what is laid down in the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, section 16 t The 
expression ‘‘ a foreign country means any country or place out of His 
Majesty's Dominions ", and does the Foreign Secretary not knowr that it 
is under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act that he extends the British Indian 
laws to Berar, which is a leasehold from His Exalted Highness the Nizam 
ef Hyderabad ? Sir, so far as this Bill is concerned, it may possibly ex- 
tend to the Indian States unless you make it clear that it does not. Are the 
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States foreign territories or not f My Honourable friend nods 
his head that they are not. I say you have here the Foreign Jurisdiction 
Act (An Honourable Member : And also the judgments of the Indian 
States are judgements of a foreign court. and you have heard, as my 
Honourable firehd pointed out, that all the judgments of the Indian States 
are the judgments of a foreign court. You cannot by a mere ipse dixit 
say that the Indian States would be .excluded ; and until you have excluded 
them by not merely a remote implication, but by an Act in terms exclud- 
ing them from tlie purview of this Act, the position remains as I have stat- 
ed. My Honourable friend who spoke last said that he had consulted 
lawyers and that they are of opinion that this Bill would be construed in 
a court of law as not only extending to foreigners outside the frontiers of 
India, but also to foreign States within the confines of India. You have 
therefore to make it plain that it is intended to apply only to foreign 
States outside the borders of India. I have therefore shown. Sir, that 
this Bill is very seriously defective. It is not a hasty production. It 
was on Uie brain of two Foreign Secretaries, Sir Denys Bray and my Hon- 
ourable friend Mr. Howell. They have been cogitating over the terms of 
a Bill of this character. The Bill of 1928 was thrown out by this House 
because j1 was a seriously defective Bill, and we then pointed out that if 
you really wish to circumscribe the liberty of the Press in this country, 
you have to make good your claim that you are only coping with the mis- 
chief and that the scope of the Bill should not be too wide to let in an 
unwary innocent. Sir Denys Bray was not able to frame a piece of legis- 
lation which would satisfy the Assembly of 1928. After three years or 
more we have the present Bill, and as I have pointed out it is honeycombed 
with defects, — defects from beginning to end ; and I am surprised that this 
small mouse has come out of this colossal mountain after three years of 
labour. Surely, Sir, I should have .expected the Foreign Secretary to read 
up the proceedings of 1928 and the criticisms that were directed against 
that Bill, and he would have immediately told his legal advisers that what 
he really wants is to punish a libel or conspiracy to commit murder or 
murder upon foreign States or upon heads of foreign States and by doing 
so we shall be holding fast the sheet-anchor of English law. lie could 
say. Here is the English law clear on this point and we wish to arm 
ourselves with a similar power so that we may not perchance come to open 
hostility willi a neighbouring State on account of a libel uttered by one 
of our subjects”. I am quite sure that if the Bill had been drafted in that 
way and limited to that extent, there would have been no opposition from 
these Benches. But the Bill as it is, if I may be permitted to say so con- 
centrates and localises all the defects of the previous Bills, all the defects 
that a Bill of the Imperial Legislature can possibly contain, and it would 
leave entirely to the executive Government to decide whether a man sliould 
be punished or not. The Foreign Secretary said that under the Princes' 
Protection Act of 1923, no person shall be proceeded against unless a com- 
plaint is made against him by the Governor General in Council, and quite 
unconsciously I hope, he said that we have made the same provision in 
this Bill. 

Mr. E. B. Howell (Foreign Secretary) : I did not say that. 

8ir’ Hari Singh Ctour : Oh, very well. Well, in a case of the Princes' 
Protection Act ixo prosecution is to be launched except on the complaint 
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of the Governor Gteneral in Council. A prosecution under this Bill might 
be initiated, — ^mark the words in clause 3, — “ by the Governor General in 
Council, the Local (Jovemment or some officer empowered by the Governor 
General in Council in this behalf ”. I know. Sir, what these officers are. 
These officers may be a District Magistrate or a District Collector, a 
District Superintendent of Police, or he may be some sub-sub-sub-Direc- 
tor of the C. I. D. Thus you take carte blanche to prosecute anybody and 
you give carte blanche to any officer of Government to launch this prose- 
cution. Sir, the other day I was reading a very interesting book written 
by the present Chief Justice of England, Lord Hewart. The title of that 
book is “ NewTlespotism ”, and he was there pointing out how the execu- 
tive have encroached upon the power of Parliament. Sir, some of us may 
well write another companion volume of “ New Despotism ” in India, of 
how the executive have encroached upon the domain of the Legislature by 
giving themselves ample and plenary powers and depriving the Legisla- 
ture and the judiciary of their legitimate functions. This is one of those 
cases in which any officer of the Government may launch a prosecution on 
a likelihood. Who is to be the judge of that likelihood ? 1 ask the 

Foreign Secretary to tell me what he means by “ anything which is likely 
to promote unfriendly relations ”. I ask the question, who is to be the 
judge of this likelihood 1 The officer launching the prosecution, and he 
will say to the court, “ I think that the statement of this accused is likely 
to imperil the relations of the Government of India with the head of a 
foreign State ”. If I had the liberty of calling that head of the foreign 
State, he might say, “ Oh, I enjoyed the reading of that article, it was 
such a humorous article. I do not in the slightest degree apprehend that 
there will be any breach in the friendly relations between myself and the 
Government of India ”. You ask your officers, you ask your Judges to 
consider what are likely to be the feelings of a fore^ potentate, and that 
is to be the whole judgment. I do not know if the Foreign Department 
have devised .some scheme of thought reading so that they might be able 
to choose an expert thought reader who might come into court and say, 
“ I know what is passing through the convolutions of the brain of the head 
of that particular State ”. 

Mr. C. Brooke Elliott (Madras : European) ; Does the Honourable 
and learned Member suggest that that would be evidence in a court of 
law ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour: Expert evidence. Well, Sir, if .such a thing were 
done I could understand it. But the Bill as it is framed leaves the ques- 
tion of likelihood, which means the state of mentality of the head of a 
foreign State, to be judged without recourse to that foreign State, without 
examining the head of that foreign State, without asking him what he 
thinks about it, but merely because that is a Ukdihood which passes 
through the brain of one of the accredited officers of the Government of 
India. I ask the Foreign Secretary, can he justiify a Bill of this charac- 
ter ? Can he say that a Bill of this character could possibly have been 
passed and placed on the Statute-book of India in 1928 f Ami whatever 
may be the clumge in the complexion of the Legislative Assembly in 1931, 
be sure that this Assembly is jealous of the rights of tike people and would 
not allow a Bill of such a retrograde character to find its way upon the 
Statute-book. 

. I do not wish to labour this point but I would ask the Honourable 
the horeign Secretary, if he is anxious to improve this Bill, to obtain the 
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gratuitous services of volunteers on this side who will be able to help him 
and make this Bill more workable than his own Department has been able 
to do. I wish that some one of my Honourable friends had given notice of 
a motion to refer this Bill to a Select Committee ; and if the Honourable 
the Foreign Secretary will accept that motion, he will get the co- operation 
and assistance of Members on this side of the House to put this impossible 
Bill into shape and make it a workable piece of Indian legislation, some- 
thing upon the lines of the English law and something upon the lines of 
the laws of other countries to Avhich the Honourable the Foreign Secretary 
had made passing allusion in his extremely interesting and eloquent 
speech. Sir, [ do not wish to labour this point any further, as I have 
said ; but I cannot help feeling that there is a dissonance betv/een the 
Statement of <)bjects and Reasons which he has appended to the Bill and 
the draft Bill itself. T would ask Honourable Members of this House ta 
turn to the Statement of Objects and Reasons and they will see that while 
he has correctly stated what the English common law is, and while he 
WKilies to reproduce the stereotyped English common law in the Statute- 
book of India, when he drafted or had drafted or got drafted section 2 
of the Bill, the draft entirely overlooked the provisions of the English law 
and the Statement of Objects and Reasons, by which that clause is pur- 
ported to be justified. If Honourable Members will turn to the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, they will find this : 

“It is a recognised principle of international law that States in their relations 
with other States arc responsible for acts committed by persons within their jurisdiction. 
In accordance with this principle, most modern systems of law have made provision for 
the punishment of libels against the heads of foreign States.” 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department) : Read 
the next sentence. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr ; Yes. : 

“ The English common law punishes such libels on the ground that they imperil 
the peaceful relations of His Majesty with foreign States.” 

Any more to he read 1 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; That is just what I wanted. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr : This statement is a perfectly correct 
enunciation of the English common law, of the international law, namely, 
that the law of the world is to punish libels, which mems defamation, as 
defined in section 500 or rather section 499 of the Indian Penal Code. 
But you have given a go-bye to the very principle you said you were going 
to enact in section 2 of your Bill. Is there a word of libel, is there the 
verj' savouring of libel, i.s there any statement which in the remotest 
degree could establish a kinship with libel 1 I therefore submit that the 
statement of Objects and Reasons must have been written by some one 
different to the gentleman who drafted this Bill. The two seem to be 
so absolutely antagonistic that I cannot believe that the two should have 
flown from the same pen. Honourable Members will see that I am not 
misrepresenting them. See the opening lines of the last sentence of the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons ; 

“ The Bin ia intended to bring the Indian law into line with the Kngliiih commoi* 

Nothing could he clearer. You eannot get away from the fact that, what 
you want to do ifi to extend the provisions of the English common law to 
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this country and you have said that the English couunon law ponisiMi 
libels upon foreign States. Therefore, you by your own statement should 
have provided fur the punishment of libels in the operative clause of this 
Bill. But yon have done nothing of the kind, and 1 am astounded that 
any draftsman in the Government of India should justify the provisions 
of clause 2 as being in consonance with the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons by which that clause purports to be justified. I say, Sir, there* 
fore, that it is impossible for this House to take into consideration this 
extremely defective Bill, and the least we can do and the least we are pre- 
pared to do— and I make an offer to the Honourable the Foreign Sec- 
retary— is, if he is prepared to accept our motion, to go to the Select Com- 
mittee. He will be doubly blessed. He will lose no unnecessary time and 
at the same time he will get from the Opposition Beaches* that co- 
ojieration and constructive criticism without which he and his Department 
have been unable to fashion a workable Bill during the last three years. 

Sir, I cannot sit down without referring to the appeal which the 
Foreign Secretary has made. He was good enough to give me in confi- 
(lence copies of certain judgments. I have read them and I feel strongly, 
as strongly as he does, that he must put down this libel upon foreign States 
without remorse and without compunction. But at same time if the Honour- 
able the Foreign Secretary will give us an opportunity to define the law 
and to limit it to the mischief which it is intended to safeguard, we shall be 
perfectly willing to help him. He might say that the session is now draw- 
ing to a close and if the Select Committee is to meet, it is not likely to 
finish its labours within the next few days when we shaU be occupied with 
another Bill of a similar retrograde character. He might therefore ask, 
if this mischief is to continue between now and our assembling at Delhi, 
what provision do we make to arm the Government of India with power to 
prevent a recrudescence of this mischief. My reply to that is two- fold. If 
tlic Foreign Secretary wishes that he should have a workable Bill, I can 
offer no other alternative. If he had asked ns in the January Session that 
he wanted to provide for a piece of legislation dealing with libels upon 
foreign States, we should have assisted him at that time and if he has 
come at the fyg end of the session to ask for our co-operation, it is not our 
fault, but his, in that he has not given us sufficient time to reframe or 
redraft the whole Bill and the whole Bill will have to be redrafted so as 
to bring it into conformity with English common law. Meanwhile the 
Honourable the Foreign Secretary knows that there is such a thing as an 
ordinance. He has issued an ordinance and that ordinance was as badly 
worded as this. This shows with what care the Honourable the Foreign 
oeevetary frames ordinances to circumscribe the liberties of the people. Jf 
there is one thing which this part of the House strongly resents more than 
any other, it is the promulgation of loosely worded ordinances which are 
before this House to be permanently placed upon 
e shrine of their Statute-book. This is loose language with which you 
iiave come up before us, exactly as you did in connection with the Press 
tml. Loosely worded sections, some of them meaningless, a great many of 
em ambiguous, were drafted and hurled ‘at us on the ground that the 
wnole country was in danger unless we passed it. That is the situation 
nto whidi we have been launched by the Honourable the Foreign Sec- 
eiarj'. Our responsibility is to help the Government so far as the Gov- 
nmeut ^m to be right, and to resist them when we know that thw are 
This is one of those occasions when Members of all interests and 
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in all parts of the House who have any responsibility to their constitu- 
encies will foregather to resist a serious encroachment upon the liberty of 
the Press. I oppose the consideration at this stage. 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar (Law Member) : Mr. 
President, 1 suppose I ought to rise in fear and trembling as the champion 
of that ijioust 3 which according to the Honourable the Leader of the Qppo- 
sition the iiionntain has laboured to produce. My Honourable friend was 
very strong in his characterisation of the language of this Bill, and he drew 
a very lurid contrast between the Bill and the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. He was good enough to assure the House that if the co-operatioii 
and the assistance of Honourable Members on the other side of the House 
were secured, this hopelessly formless measure would be put into proper 
form. I think I am in a position to say this : that Members on this side of 
the House alwaj’s welcome the co-operation especially of such trained' 
lawyers as the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition in regard to a 
legal matter ; and I think on behalf of my colleagues 1 can say that the 
Government do not intend to oppose any Resolution designed to place this 
matter for consideration before a Select Committee. 

Having said that, I think it yet remains for me to justify ourselves in 
view’ of the sweeping denunciations which emanated from the Honourable 
the Leader of the Opposition, both with regard to the content and the 
form of this Bill. He was especially strong on the Foreign Jurisdiction 
Act. I am afraid he did less than justice to himself with regard to the 
comments that he made on the application of the Foreign Jurisdiction Act. 
May I, with the permission of the House, talk shop for a moment especially 
as that procedure was not originated by me but is a feeble imitation of the 
procedure of my Honourable friend. In the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, what is stated ? 

** Whereas by treaty, capitulation, grant, usage, sufferance and other lawful means, 
Her Majesty the Queen has jurisdiction within diverse foreign countries and it is 
expedient to consolidate the Acts relating to Her Majesty’s exercise of jurisdiction out 
of her dominions , — (mark the words ) — the object of the Foreign Jurisdiction Act is to 
enable Her Majesty to exercise jurisdiction over certain categories of subjects and 
persons who are outside the technical ambit of Her Majesty’s jurisdiction.” 

That having been stated, what does the Act propose to do f When a 
foreign country is not subject to any Government from whom Her Majesty 
might obtain jurisdiction Her Majesty may by virtue of this Act hav(5 
jurisdiction, etc., etc. The particular matter to which advertence was 
drawn by my Honourable friend arises out of section 16 of the Foreign 
Jurisdiction Act. in this Act the expression “ foreign country ’’ means 
any country or place out of Her Majesty’s Dominions. What does that 
mean 1 For the purpose of the Act, for the limited purpose of the Foreign 
Jurisdiction Act, certain places outside British India, including the terri- 
tories and dominions of the Indian princes, may be dealt with as if they 
were foreign countries ordinarily so-called and known. In other words, 
as my Honourable friend, that very expert lawyer, will realise, for th«? 
purpose of a particular Act a procedure is adumbrated which would have 
operation for the purposes of that Act and that limited purpose. But I 
do not wish to go into those technical matters any further. 

Ijet me place before you clause 2 of the Bill. What does it say i 
Whoever makes, publishes, etc., unfriendly relations between his Majes- 
ty's Gov^rjiment and the Government of any foreign State ” I ani 
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making a very few observations arising from what fell from my Honour- 
able friend relating to the possible applicability of this Bill, unless it is 
amended and improved .by the co-operation of the other side> to the Indian 
States. My point is this : that under no circumstances can the Bill as. 
framed or drafted have any the remotest reference to Indian States. The 
reason is this : whatever the relations between the Indian States and the 
paramount power may be, by virtue of treaty or usage, there is no doubt 
that the suzerainty of India, British and Indian India, is vested in His 
Majesty the King Emperor 

Bit Hstri Singh Gour : Does the Nizam admit that } 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : And the Nizam has 
had an answer. I do not wish to pursue that matter, because my Honour- 
able friend will realise that this is not a matter which demands further 
discussion on the floor of this House and it is also not expedient to bring 
those matters for discussion here. I knew that my friend allowed that 
expression to escape him and if a rejoinder escaped me, let us both forget 
the answer and the question. After having said that, I shall now proceed. 
Whatever the exact details of the relations between the Indian States and 
the paramount power may be, the relation of suzerainty does exist. That 
existing, there is no question that no unfriendly relations can arise in the 
sense in which that expression is used here. ‘‘ Unfriendly relations is 
ordinarily understood as between two powers, great or small, between whom 
the doctrines of public international law apply ; and it is well known that 
although for certain purposes of international law the relations with 
Indian States are assimilated to those with foreign countries, yet the 
doctrines of public international law% in so far as independent interna- 
tional entities are concerned, such as the right of declaring M^ar or peace, 
the right of making separate treaties, do not apply to the Indian States. 
I do not wish to pursue this matter further ; but as a humble student of 
international law and speaking subject to correction by ray friend or those 
who have bestowed greater attention to this subject, I venture to assert 
with some emphasis that this Bill wall not bring within its connotation the 
Indian States. 

I next proceed to deal with the divergences, the startling divergences^ 
between the Statement of Objects and Beasons and the Bill. On this let 
w say just one thing and conclude. I take it that my Honourable friend 
will realise that the American law is a law enacted by a freedom-loving 
race, bred up in tlie highest and the most sublimated forms of liberty. 
What js the American law on this subject ? 

Sir Haii Singh Oour : What is the Statement of Objects and 

Reasons — English Law ? 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : My humble endeavour 
M p is to show that the American law is the English law, 

the English law is the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, and the Statement of Objects and Beasons is the Bill. My 
Honourable friend may nod his head, but I venture to differ from him 

Mr. Gajra Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Ghamparan : Nou-Muham- 
Hiadan) : It is not so. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : It is easy for my 
friend opposite to say it is not so, but my very humble endeavour is to show 
fkat it is so. Let me proceed. The words ‘‘ seditious libel ” are used in 
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a kind of special sense under the English law, but the gist, the kernel of 
the matter is this, “ Any conduct in one of our citizens, or in a foreigner 
within our borders is punishable — which tends to involve our Government 
in diflSculty with a foreign power ”, That is the statement of the law on 
the subject as enunciated in Bishop’s Criminal Law, which my Honour- 
able friend would be the first to admit is a leading text book and the re- 
cognised text-book in American Federal and State Courts 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : The language used is ** tend ”, but does it 
mean likely 1 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : My Honourable friend 
would have heard that discussion elsewhere, and I take it he will continue 
that discussion here- Let us have that matter thrashed out if necessary in 
Select Committee. But at the present moment 1 am concerned with the 
fundamental legal position, which is this, that in America Any conduct 
in one of our citizens, or in a foreigner within our borders is punishable 
which tends to involve our Government in diflSculty with a foreign power ” 
And mark the words that follow, The offence, with us, would be against 
the United States, not the State ; and should be indictable in the United 
States courts without the aid of a Statute but such is not common profes- 
sional understanding. Under the English unwritten law it is so And 
then — ‘ ‘ endeavours to create a revolt against a government in amity with 
ours, libelling a foreign prince or other person in oflficial station abroad 

” or if necessary against the law of nations. Thus, therefore, the 

American law with which I start is that endeavours to embarrass the re- 
lations between America and a foreign power, to libel the head of a foreign 
State which would have the result of such an embarrassment are within the 
common law, and my Honourable friend will realise that the English com- 
mon law is assimilated bodily under the American common law excepting 
the extent to which it is modified by the innumerable statutes which diver- 
sify and adorn the American Statute-book. 

Then my Honourable friend referred to Russell and made some scath- 
ing remarks, but at page 299 of Russell, which again is the standard 
treatise on the subject, — I do not desire to quote Law Reports and text- 
books more than absolutely necessary in this House, — but let me just point 
out one passage : 

" Upon the ground that malicious and scurrilous reflections upon foreign 
sovereigns or their representatives may tend to involve this country in disputes, 
animosities and warfare, it has been held that publications tending to degrade and 
defame such persons are indictable.” 

And Kiissell uses the word “ tending ”, and therefore it is permissible for 
the humble Indian Legislature also to indulge in the luxury of using the 
- word “ tending ” : 

Thus an information was filed, by the command of the Crown, for a libel on the 
French Ambassador at the British Court,, consisting principally of angry reflections on 
his public conduct and fitness, and charging him with ignorance in his official 
capacity " — 

an attack upon a French Ambassador for being unfit for his office was held 
to come :^thin the ambit of the common law of England for the reason 
that sufeh attacks, if encouraged, would embroil the two countries. Mr. 
President, I do not desire to embark on a further discussion on this matter. 
All that I desire to point out is that the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
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is a summary of the English law, and that has been admitted by my 
lionourable friend. The Bill says this — “ likely to promoiie unfriendly 
relations The words ‘‘ seditious libel ” are not used, but what we do 
is that we go further and deeper into the matter and point out that the mis- 
chief sought to be eradicated and to be combated is the promoting of un- 
friendly relations. I submit that this is in essence what my lionourable 
friend wants to achieve, and I therefore suggest that he will be satisfied 
with the assurance which I am in a position to give, namely, that Govern- 
ment have no objection to take the Bill to the Select Committee where my 
friend will have ample opportunity for bringing to bear upon this Bill all 
that capacity for draftsmanship and for accurate expression which I have 
no doubt will be utilised for the benefit and advantage of this Bill and the 
House. 

Mr. President : I should like to ask, before the discussion proceeds 
further, whether the intention of Honourable Members is to continue the 
debate on the circulation motion or whether it should be withdrawn and a 
motion for Select Committee may be put 

Several Honourable Members : Circulation, Sir. 

Sir Abdur Bahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, both nij' friends Sir Hari Singh Gour and the Honourable the Law 
Member have not dealt with the question as to the necessity for the circula- 
tion of the Bill. There cannot be the least doubt that the Bill is a most 
important measure creating a new offence, according to the case of the 
Government itself, unknown to the Penal Code of the country. Nor can 
there be the least doubt that it is likely to affect the liberty of the Press 
in so far as comments on foreign affairs are concerned. If you look at the 
history of the measure, you will find that this measure or practically the 
same measure was attempted to be brought forward in 1928, and it met 
with strenuous opposition in this House, so that in the end it had to be 
dropi)ed. Does that show' that this is a noil-controversial and simple 
measure to be rushed through the House in this fashion ? My friend the 
Foreign Secretary has treated it as an absolutely non-controversial, inno- 
cent measure which has to be only placed before the House to be passed, 
forgetting its previous history, forgetting that the Assembly had refused 
to y»ass such a measure before. So far as the English law is concerned, I 
must say that I am very much surprised to hear from the Honourable the 
Tjijw IVIember that what is sought to be enacted here is the same as the 
English law. It is nothing of the kind whatever. I shall refer him to 
Sir James PitzJames Stephen's “ Digest of the Criminal Law Sir 
James PitzJames Stephen is not unknown to India. He was one of the 
greatest authorities on criminal jurisprudence that England has ever pro- 
duced, and mind you, he was one of the severest criminal judges that sat 
ou the English Bench. You will find that in Article 133 of the “ Digest '' 
wt page 96 — ^you will excuse me if I have to refer to this book — this is what 
be says : 

“ Foreign Affairs. Every one is guilty ot misdemeanour who publishes any 
bbel tending to degrade, revile, or expose to hatred or contempt any foreign prince, or 
potentate, ambassador, or other foreign dignitary with intent (not merely * likely to ') 
to disturb the peace and friendship between the United Kingdom and the country to 
which such person belongs.'' 

there is a vast difference between the law of libel and the law as it is 
sought to be enacted here. Here it is promoting unfriendly feelings. 
Eibel is something definite, some allegation against some particular person 

f2 
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\ 9 hich is likely to degrade or to bring that person Into contempt. “ Pro- 
moting unfriendly relations is as vague as it can possibly be. ^ Where is 
the analogy between the two 1 And might I draw the attention of the 
Honourable the Law Member that intention '' is something different 
from what is likely to happen ? It is the mens rea ; it Is the criminal inten- 
tion that is to be punished, that is the gist of the English law. The man 
roust publish the libel with a particular intent, not that he 
publishes something and that is likely to bring about certain 
result in the opinion of a Magistrate or any other judicial 
author ity. No. He must have that intent, that must he his object 
in publishing the libel. Is there not a vast difference between the two 
things 1 A man may be perfectly innocent, he may say something, for in- 
stance, about jM ussolini, or the king or potentate of a neighbouring state or 
power, perfectly innocent, he might have meant good to him, he might have 
pointed out that he is putting himself in a diflSculty with liis o^vn subjects by 
certain measures, and he may be perfectly right. His intention may be 
•perfectly innocent, but under this Bill he will be punishable. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Stephen’s Digest is not an enactment of 
Parliament. It is only a digest. 

Sir Abdur Rahim : I never said it is an enactment. I used the word 
enactment in connection with this Bill which is sought to be placed on the 
Statute-book. I do not think iny Honourable friend has followed me pro- 
perly. Therefore, anything which is published, which in Uie opinion of a 
Magistrate — ^tlie Magistrate may not be a lawyer ; most of the ^lagistrates 
in this country are not lawyers, they are partly executive authorities and 
partly judicial, something of a mixture unknown to other countries— if in 
his opinion any publication, however innocent the intention, however meri- 
torious the intention, is likely to promote unfriendly relations, he is liable 
to be brought under this enactment. Will my Honourable friend the Law 
Membf*r point out any English law which has a provision to that effect ? 
What is this English law ? It is an old, obsolete thing. The last prose- 
cution was in 1803, and so far as I can find, there have been only four 
cases, one in 1764, one in 1778, of another I forget the exact date, and the 
last one was in 1803. What is the state of things all over the civilised 
world V Every newspaper has comments every day on foreign affairs. Do 
you mean to say that these papers are liable to be prosecuted for libel or for 
disturbing the relations of Ilis Majesty’s Government with foreign powers f 
Most certainly not. This is so not only in England but all over the Con- 
tinent. 

Now, Sir, the Honourable the Foreign Secretary has given us many 
assurances. But may I tell him that these assurances are of no use what- 
ever in the interpretation of a statute. If he will just ask his colleague the 
Law Member be will tell him at once that these assurances are of no use 
whatever. He or the Law Member or the entire Government Benches 
may give us any assurances they like in the course of this debate, but 
every lawyer knows that that is of no use in interpreting a statute. Now, 
for instance, we are told that this statute wijl not apply to Indian States. 
Well, we have heard two conflicting opinions, one from Sir Hari Singh 
Gour, undoubtedly a very well read lawyer, and a very able lawyer of 
great distinction, and another from an equally distinguished lawyer, the 
Law Member,^l:hey do not agree. Are we going to decide who is right f 
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Most certainly not. I am afraid even between these two such distinguished 
lawyers the ordinary Magistrate will have to decide, and how is he to de- 
cide ? He will have to look into the statute itself. What is there t He 
will be confronted with the Foreign Jurisdiction Act with regard ,to foreign 
judgments, and all that, and I am absolutely sure that he will find it most 
difficult to decide whether it does or does not apply to Indian States. 
Another thing. Whether you, are dealing with Indian Sta^tes, or not, 
what about mandated territories ? May I ask the Honourable the Foreign 
Secretary to enlighten us on that point ? Is the Honourable the Law Mem- 
ber himself in a position to enlighten us whether a mandated State is a 
foreign State or not ? I wonder if any such question has come up before 
any court. It is a most difficult question for any one to decide. That is 
a legal puzzle which I am sure will take days of argument before it can 
be decided if this Bill is rushed through. Then, does not the Foreign Sec- 
retary know that 77 millions of Indians have got vital religious interests 
in those mandated territories ? Palestine, Iraq, Mesopotamia, — these are 
mandated territories. (An Honourahle Member : Tanganyika. V*) I 
do not know what is the condition of Hedjaz at present ; probably my 
Honourable friend knows better than we do whether it is a mandated 
territory or not. But supposing it is a foreign State, can any one deny 
that 77 millions of Muhammadans of India have got most vital religious 
interests there, much more vital than anywhere else ? What are you doing 
here f Do you not remember the episode which happened the other day, 
and the agitation that was there in the country ? And even now, the minds 
of numerous Mussalmans arc not at rest as regards what has been done 
to the ancient tombs and monuments of Hedjaz. How vitally interested 
are these 77 millions in Hedjaz, and will they be debarred from comment- 
ing on what happens there f Then the Honourable the Foreign Secretary 
assured us that any fair comment will not be brought within the purview 
of this measure. Has he provided anything for it f Look at the English 
law which he wanted to reprodu,ce. I shall refer again to Stephen’s 
“ Digest ” : 

“ Nothing is an offence against this Article, which is a fair criticism on a matter 
of pablic interest as defined in Article 392.” 

I will now give the gist of Article 392. It is rather long : 

” The publication of a libel is not a misdemeanour if the defamatory matter con- 
sists of comments upon the persons who submit themselves or upon things submitted by 
their authors or owners to public criticism provided that such comments are fair. 

A fair comment is a comment which is either true or which if false expresses the 
Teal opinion of its author but such opinion having been formed with a reasonable degree 
of care and on reasonable grounds.” 

If a comment is true, it is exempted. Does this Bill seek to exempt that ? 
Most certainly not. I am afraid the Honourable the Law Member did not 
look into the English law carefully, he will pardon my saying so, when 
he said that this Bill is substantially the same. I do not think I should 
he justified in adverting to American law which you may take it is more 
Or less a reproduction of English law. Now, Sir, there is great necessity 
for circulating a measure of this far reaching effect. Certainly 
that ought to be obvious. On the merits of the Bill, I say 
that it especially affects the interests of 77 millions of Mussal- 
^ans in India who have such vital interests in so many foreign 
countries gnd they should be heard. You have to hear what the people 
have to say. After all the Select Committee means only four or five or 
half a dozen Members of this House. You ought to hear the general 
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public and also how it affects the press. I do not know if any attempt 
was made to consult public opinion on this matter at all. It could not 
have been. I should like the Government to realise the serious conse- 
quences that will follow if public opinion is not taken with them. My 
friend the Honourable the Foreign Secretary has said that foreign rela- 
tions are a reserved subject. 1 do not know what he implied by that. 
The reasonable and proper implication of that is that if the legislature 
is precluded from controlling foreign relations of this country, then it 
is all the more reason why public opinion should be allowed free play 
upon the foreign relations that are entered into on behalf of India. I 
say that is all the more reason why public opinion should be heard and 
should be given a chance. Surely His Majesty’s Government in Britain 
ought to know at least what is the public opinion in this country. I 
have spoken* of mandated territories. Take another instance, South 
Africa. Is that a foreign State f Are we not to discuss the affairs of 
South Africa, Uganda and all those places where so many Indians have 
settled. Tliese are questions which are discussed every day in tJiis 
House. Then if you look at the scope of this Bill, that is another reason 
why, I submit, it ought to go for circulation before any attempt is made 
to pass it in this House. 

There is yet another matter. The Treeisury Benches seem to have 
ignored the existing provisions of the Indian Penal Code. We have got 
as many as three sections in the Indian Penal Code dealing with the 
question of foreign relations. We have also the Foreign Enlistment 
Act, an English Act which is also applicable to India. If that is so, 
where is the necessity of hurrying a measure like this. If there is any 
lacuna at all, let the public be consulted. Let the matter be con- 
sidered properly in all its aspects and then if you find it necessary to 
pass a measure of this kind, you can come up to the legislature with a 
proper Bill. So far as this Bill is concerned, as has been pointed out 
by Sir Ilari Singh Gour, it is defective from beginning to end. The 
Select Committee can do nothing to a Bill of this kind. It ought to be 
recast altogether. There has to be a separate measure altogether, a 
measure tor libel, if you want, but not this Bill. There is no question 
of libel here at all. I submit this is not a matter which ought to be 
dealt with by the Select Committee. It must go for circulation and as 
a Muhammadan I say that, unless you consult Muhammadan opinion 
among others throughout India, you ought not to place this Bill on the 
Statute-book. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Ten Minutes to Three 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Ten Minutes to Three 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Khan Bahadur H. M. WilayatuUah (Central Provinces : Muham- 
madan) : Sir, this Bill which has been introduced by the Honourable 
the Foreign Secretary constitutes an inroad on the liberty of the Press 
(Hear, hear), and it is very much directed I think in its application 
gainst the Mussalmans. (Criss of “ No, no '' from the Official Benches.) 
For that reason there is a considerable feeling all over the country, and 
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I find myself compelled to say a few words in regard to the Bill. So 
far as the principle of the Bill is concerned, I have no quarrel. Nobody 
will deny that it is highly reprehensible that the people of one country 
should meddle with the affairs of another country which is on frien^y 
terms with it, and anyone who gets mixed up, and participates in mis- 
chievous movements of a subversive character must always be con- 
demned. A man who makes a libel upon another person must bear the 
consequences of his act ; and similarly a man who libels and uses scurri- 
lous language against the head of another State ought not to escape the 
consequences of his act simply because the laws and regulations of that 
country cannot reach him. But there are other matters, Sir, which are 
involved. The Bill goes far beyond libel. The scope of the Bill has not 
been defined anywhere, and I think that in its application it may be used 
also in cases where it ought not to be used. After all, people ffeel for their 
co-religionists or for their fellow-countrymen or for humanity in general 
in other countries. And if you look into history, you will find that there 
was a great deal of talk about the Congo people, about the Armenians, 
about the Greeks and about the Sick Man of Europe. At that time England 
was at peace with Turkey. This solicitude of Government to keep intact 
their friendly relations with other countries by curbing the tendencies of 
its own people who show sympathy with the people of other countries seems 
to me to be of recent origin. However, I do not find fault with the Bill 
on that account. But I must point out that quite recently we heard that 
the Holy Shrines in a particular country were ..in great danger and there 
was considerable agitation in this country on that account. The Khilafat 
question is still unsettled. The head of a foreign State may assume the 
role of Khalifa without being appointed as such by all the Mussalmans. I 
think we have then to go into the merits and demerits of such a claim 
necessarily, and I do not think it will be sufficient to say that because the 
foreign relations of the Government of India are brought to a breaking 
point on account of the attitude of the people, we should remain quiet. I 
think we ought to be enabled to go into the merits and demerits of such 
cases. Sir, pilgrimages to Mecca and Medina and Kerbala are obligatory 
ontus. Now, if unfair restrictions are imposed upon the pilgrims, or if 
there are any troubles created, is it possible that the people of this 
country, and particularly the Mussalmans, will remain quiet ? I think 
if this Bill is passed, there will be considerable feeling all over the country, 
and I do not think that the Bill should be passed in its present form. Tt 
requires drastic changes. If it is necessary, in order to maintain friendly 
relations with other States, that there should be some provision of law, let 
it be so, but let it be clearly for libellous and scurrilous language used 
against the head' of a State. It should not be so general in its form as it 
is, and I think in its application it will be very unpopular, and there will 
be a great hue and cry in the country. Therefore I recommend the pro- 
posal that the Bill should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion, and that all important Mussalman bodies, particularly Anjumans 
and other political organizations, should be consulted before this Bill is 
passed into law. 

BBr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Sir, I read in the Book this morning, Be 
swift to hear, slow to speak That is why I am speaking. Sir, I 
suppose nothing provides more genuine fun for the layman than to hear 
two or three lawyers arguing the pros and cons of Proposition — ^whic^ I 
shall assume is associated usually with this side — and of Opposition, 
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associated with that side. (Laughter.) Sir, the duty of the Opposition 
is to oppose ; but, Sir, I reserve to myself, sitting here between the 
Benches of the Proposition— gentlemen who propose, and the Opposition, 
the shy lady who sieems strangely reluctant to accept the overtures even 
of such a charming suitor as the Honourable Member in charge of this 
Bill ; and 1, Sir, truly enjoy this engaging spectacle. Now, Sir, may I 
just as a layman forget that I am a lawyer. Some of my friends say 
that they also wish to forget that fact. So may I just get down to the 
bedrock principle of the English common law ? Sir, the English 
common law and the American common law give the most perfect freedom 
to the Press. Will anybody question that ? Not even my learned and 
silent friend here (pointing to Mr. K. Ahmed). (Laughter.) So I take 
it that that proposition is not going to be quarrelled with by the 
Opposition. The next point is that we are all agreed that obnoxious 
statements of the kind outlined in the two cases, with copies of which 
we have been provided, obviously are a disgrace to the advanced civiliza- 
tion of J[ndia. Does anybody dispute that proposition? No 

Then, Sir, if we consider how much all of us in this House are already 

in delightful agreement, and then set out to find out the grounds of 

disagreement, if any, we shall see that these disagreements have almost dis- 
appeared. Now, Sir, what is the sound sense of the common law of 

England ? May I just ppint out first, that the English law is full of 

interesting anomalies. Treason is punishable under a specific statute 
of Edward the Third, before any Honourable Member present, probably, 
was born. That was put into a statute because it seemed good to 
Englishmen of that century ; but many other offences in England are 
•misdemeanours at common law because, to use the trite phrase, they are 
not done by decent people who will not so misdemean themselves. And, 
Sir, the difference between the Indian Penal Code and the English law 
is that sometimes you have a statute in England and a corresponding 
section of the Penal Code, a special statute in India, and then you can 
put statute versus statute ; then you can compare like with like. But 
thj beauty of the English common law, as a famous American, I think, once 
said, lies largely in this that it is sound tradition, compounded of the 
wisdom and experience of the past. That man, by the way, said that the 
two best things ever exported from England to America were the 
English Bible and the English common law, — and. Sir, I always suggest 
a third, the third best thing, I think, ever exported from England was 
ericket (Laughter). Well, Sir, what is the fundamental proposition in 
this Bill as regards the Press ? And here let me say at once that I do 
not sqppose there is anybody in this House in whose veins so much ink 
“flows as in my own. Is there anybody in this House whose grandfather, 
a merchant in Calcutta, founded a newspaper 100 years ago ? From 
liim Qomes what I might call the Brooke of ink in my blood. Again 
another grandfather of mine, a doctor, about 90 years ago founded the 
Ceylon^ Observer,^ And I am proud to count amongst my Indian friends 
euunent Indian editor, Mr. Bangaswami Iyengar of the Hindu, to 
wh(^ journal have had the honour to contribute, and who is now 
busily eng^ed in hammering out a square deal at a round table in 
Ei^gl^d. 1 recall again with pleasure that the very first cheque I ever 
earned in^y life was a cheq;ue for an article which I had written when 
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I first arrived in Ceylon as a briefless barrister. {Mr. B. B. Puri : “ Was 
it honoured '/ '*) My article was, Sir 1 (Laughter.) Now, Sir, lest 
anybody should think that I am a newspaper proprietor or an editor or 
anything of the kind, let me at once make the confession that I have 
not got a journalistic rag to my back. I am just an amateur scribbler, 
but a keen one ! And, Sir, if I may make one 
other journalistic allusion, I am going to make an 
attemp1>— a big attempt I am afraid and perhaps beyond my powers— 
but I am going to try and lift this part of the debate from The Statesman, 
to statesmanship. This Bill is a problem of statesmanship and do let 
us get away high up in the hills of debate and not dwell in the dusty and 
arid plains of journalistic controversy. To go back, Sir, I ask what is 
the true principle of the English common law as regards a Bill like 
this ? As usual, it is simple common sense. The law says, you may 
write what you like ; but if you choose to write articles, however honest 
they may be in your opinion and however true, — the greater the truth, 
often the greater the libel ! — ^but if you choose to write articles about 
Sovereigns or Foreign Potentates ruling across the waters, or across the 
land frontiers, and the safety of your own State is thereby put in 
danger, it does not matter tuppence whether you are honest or true or 
anything else in what you write ; because the old maxim comes in, salus 
populi suprema lex. I think everybody knows the meaning of that. In 
case any one does not, — in the galleries of the House possibly — I would 
say that it means that the highest form of law is the safety, honour, and 
welfare of the nation. And, Sir, if once that principle is grasped, 
—it does not matter whether you like it personally or not — ^but if once 
that principle is grasjied, the law says that if you want to attack the 
King of Ruritania, for example, across the frontier, you may do it as 
long as it is not going to endanger the friendly relations between our 
country and his. But if you are going to wTite or compose anything — 
admirable as it may be — such as a lampoon, a cartoon, or some vile and 
scurrilous article, or possibly even a very trenchant clever political 
article, you cannot be permitted to write and publish it in your own 
country if it is intended, or likely — quite apart from intent — to cause 
international trouble. In other words a journalist must be patriotic in 

such matters, and is there a true journalist who is not patriotic ? As 

there is no answer I take it there is no such journalist, — and so every 
journalist must put his patriotism before his pen and his pocket. That, 
rightly or wrongly, is common sense, the real common law principle ; 
and accordingly the Americans, who cannot improve in this respect on 
the English common law, use that striking and succinct phrase which 
read to the House by Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyair ; to which phrase 
1 have not heard one syllable of criticism directed as yet. And, Sir, when 
you remember that eagle with outstretched wings which is always hover- 
iJJg over American liberty, you may take it that with regard to the law 
of the United States, that eagle of liberty is always hovering above the 
oeads or in front of the eyes of American Legislators. Surely we ought 
w be very slow in criticising that country for having accepted such a 
against the so-called liberty of the Presjs. But, Sir, let us bring 
ois matter down from high international politics to suburban ones. I4et 
imagine that I am living in one of those nice suburban villas some: 
«ore in Upper Tooting with a little fence round the garden, — ^fence is 
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only a small word for frontier,— and suppose a neighbour is living in 
the house on the other side of the fence ; and suppose that when I go 
off to office hurriedly in the morning to catch the 9-15 train to Town, 
my neighbour’s small boy runs down the path on his side of the fence 
hurling abuse at me. That, Sir, would not be very pleasant for me, and 
it certainly would not be very neighbourly. What can I do ? I just take 
no notice ; and go off to my work again as usual next morning. The 
small boy naturally thinks now that as I did not do anything painful to 
him yesterday he can increase his volley of abuse to-day, and he brings 
his little sister or his little brother and they abuse me even more scurri- 
lously than yesterday. This kind of thing feeds on itself, and in the end 
what will happen ? I should be forced to go to the father of these children 
next door and say, “ T very strongly object to your children hurling 
abuse at me, and asking me to clear out of my house as they say they 
want somebody nicer than myself to come into it ” ; and I should say 
with some asperity to the father, “ Can’t you keep your ill-mannered 
children in order ? Imagine my surprise if the father replied to me, 
“ I am very sorry. Sir, but I really cannot interfere ; as I have no control 
whatever over my children Well, what happens after that ? The 
next time the abusive little urchin comes out, I thrash him ; and his 
father and I go to law. Now, Sir, there is a sound principle, which is 
in the Bible, it is in the Qoran, and I am sure it is in the sacred books 
of the Hindus — Do unto others as ye would that they should do unto 
you Sum it up in one word— reciprocity, (which has nothing of 
course to do with atrocity). And now, translate my little fable from 
England to India and her frontiers, and, if similar trouble arises you 
don’t go to law ; you go to war. And that is just the difference between 
international relations and suburban relations. Now, would not any 
Honourable Member living in the next house resent bitterly my child 
hurling volleys of abuse at him across the fence in that way f Of course 

he would Here again there is no contradiction from any body. 

And it is obvious that w^hen you get down to the bedrock of English 
common law, you will alw^ays find that it is upon a solid basis of common 
sense. Common sense is not the sole prerogative of the English public 
as I stated plainly the other day. There is plenty of common sense in 
India if one does not cloud the real issue with words. As Lord Esher 
used to say, a thing is often as clear as daylight until you cloud it with 
words. I hope there is now no intellectual fog with regard to the points 
I claim to have established. I have invited courteous interruption and 
criticism, but it has not been forthcoming. I claim, therefore, that I 
have established my proposition that no gentleman would ever allow his 
child to treat me in this way. Then, Sir, why should the Government 
of India allow her children, only a few little rascals, to hurl abuse and 
nsk war ? I have read the substance of those articles, for which the 
authors have been recently convicted. I do not know how many Members 
have read those cases carefully. The full articles were not transcribed 
in the judgments because the Magistrate in each case, I think, said he 
would not soil the paper upon which he was writing by giving those 
articles further publicity in detail. But each judgment shows what the 
poisonous nature of those articles was. They were despicable articles, 
which obviously degrade the Press in India, and my sole desire in this, 
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incidentally and in the Press Bill, is to co-operate with everybody in 
this House, — proposition and opposition, whether happily married or tem- 
porarily divorced, — ^to co-operate in anything that will ennoble the Press of 
India and not degrade it. Very often I have heard talk which I venture to 
decry about the so called “ Anglo-Indian Press. I stand for a much 
pleasanter classification. I am not going to call it an “ A-I Press but 
an A-1 Press. But if you prefer to call it the A-I ’’ Press, I would 
prefer to call it the All-India Press and not the Anglo-Indian Press. 
There may be also a C-3 Press ; and the only way in which an honest 
man and a decent man judges the Press of a country is on its merits. 
Sir, we have much that is splendid in our Indian Press ; as I have 
observed in Madras. I do not always see eye to eye with the Hindu in 
all things, and we have mutually agreed that, if I do not see eye to eye 
with them, any article I contribute may be courteously rejected. I can 
only say that it has never happened yet, possibly because I do not write 
very much in connection with politics. But I stand here to-day, as 
strongly and stoutly as anybody in this House, to champion the true 
freedom of the Press. But while I am always ready to license the Press 
here or anywhere else for liberty, I am wholly against giving liberty to 

the Press for licence. Does anybody question that proposition ? 

No Then, Sir, we are all happily agreed again on the principle. 

As I said, Sir, I have been hoping and expecting this agreement, and 
apparently I am merely echoing the sound sentiments of my Honourable 
friends all round the House on this point. 

Now, Sir, I will go a little further. But may I say just one word 
about the speech of my Honourable friend Mr. Howell seated over there 1 
We were told by him that the curtains of diplomacy were going to be 
withdrawn a little, as they sometimes are literally in this House, and we 
Avere to be allowed for a short time to learn a little of the hidden 
mysteries of the foreign relations of the Empire, as conducted by the 
Foreign Office in London with the help of the Foreign Department in 
India. Personally I was very grateful for the clear and sparkling 
exposition given by the Honourable Mr. Howell to the House. He said 
he was not a lawyer. But if he comes into the profession we will all 
Aveleome him, merely hoping he will practise in another Presidency from 
that in which we have elected to practise as he would be a formidable 
competitor ! Sir, that speech was very clear ; it was very frank ; and 
the Foreign Secretary put all his cards on the table — a very pleasant 
thing to do when you have got such a nic^e hand. With four aces, four 
kings, four queens, and one knave, there is not much harm in putting 
your hand doAvn on the table. And I feel that he made a legislative 
grand slam straight off ! Sir, it was an enlightening speech, both in sub- 
stance and in form, and the sooner we get round a square table or a round 
table in Select Committee and put our heads together, to discuss the details 
of this Bill, the better. If the words of the Bill are not quite all right, or 
if they are not in accordance with the English common law, which (as 
at present advised) I still think they are, then no doubt amendment and 
improvement can be made. But before I sit down I want, if I may, to 
do something that I do not often do, and that is to take refuge for a 
moment in the written word — littera scripta mmet. I do so only becau^ 
of the appeal made by Mr. Howell in his speech, and because I do not 
wish to go one hair’s breadth beyond the limits of judicious debate which 
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he invited us to observe strictly. It may be asked with a certain amount 
of very good reason why powerful foreign States should need support 
from the Government of India to protect them from the malice of distant 
and very often obscure journals. I suggest to Honourable Members 
throughout the House that young nations are like young Governments 
and young people ; and, Sir, it may not be long before a translation of 
a few yards across the floor of this House will see a young Government 
in power in India ; and then I think that they will find that one of the 
best arrows in their legislative quiver will be the arrow of this Bill, set 
ready in the bow to be shot at offenders if, unhappily, it should be 
necessary. Sir, these young nations and young Governments are like 
young people ; and therefore are more ambitious and, very naturally, 
rather more resentful of hostile criticism than older nations. In their 
swiftly accelerated march towards progress they are rightly proud of 
the achievement that has been already attained ; they are rightly ambitious 
for the still greater achievement to come ; and when people are proud, 
high-spirited, and ambitious, they are often inclined to be hyper- 
sensitive as well. I would also remind my Honourable friends that just 
at the moment when a nation has come through the troubled waters of 
political revolution, neighbouring nations should remember with 
sympathy the difficulties that have been surmounted. Outsiders who 
desire counter-revolution need ammunition. Any ammunition is good 
enough at a pinch for such people but if the ammunition bears a foreign 
brand it is all the more welcome, because it is deemed likely to have 
higher powers of penetration. 

May I here quote from a despatch recently sent to the Times in 
London from one of the most senior of its special correspondents, who 
recently returned to India after visiting a certain friendly adjacent 
State, and who was, I believe, the first British journalist to enter those 
territories after a lapse of 2 very critical years ? Sir, I welcome this 
evidence, as a lawyer, because it is the only direct evidence that has 
come into my possession and T desire to share it with my Honourable 
friends including my Honourable and learned friend Sir Abdur Rahim, 
who, as a former High Court Judge, will appreciate such direct and cogent 
evidence. It is also that of a highly qu^ified expert ; though it is not 
quite of the nature of that peculiar expert testimony, namelj^ of thought- 
reading, which Sir Hari Singh Gour mentioned, apparently forgetful 
thaA^ such a curious form of expert as thought-reading evidence is 
outside the provisions of the Evidence Act. I wish now to draw special 
attention to some of the striking conclusions arrived at by that gifted 
and trained observer. He left by car from a certain city that I will 
-call P — Cleaving the other seven letters to be guessed by cross-word 
experts. In due course he entered a country we will label A and 
reached the capital, expressed by the letter K, As the result of his trip 
to this land of my fancy, his most abiding impression was the intense 
concentration by the people of that friendly State on the promotion of 
inteimal trade, internal security, and internal progress of every sort. He 
said in one of his despatches to the Times, ** The very phrase ' external rela- 
tions’ spells embarrassment to a country the boundaries of which are spann- 
ed by racial affinities on either side That seems to me to be a very 
pregnant sentence with implications which I need not implicate, or rather 
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explicate, further. He continues : Is it small wonder then that for 

the moment the first desire of that Gk>vemment is to draw its curtain of 
mountains closer around the country and go about its affairs untroubled 
by complications with the outer world 1 ” Again, Sir, I repeat that 
question and ask whether any one will quarrel with him ? Now in view 
of this evidence and that expert opinion which is so relevant and admissible,. 
I want to suggest to Honourable Members throughout the House that if 
those neighbours of ours, with whom our King Emperor is on terms of 
peace and amity, desire to pursue their peaceful way untroubled by 
complications with the outer world, should it not be a point of honour 
with every one of us in India to assist them to the fullest attainment of 
their high ideals ? I do not think. Sir, anybody will seriously question 
that. We in India for our part must inevitably be the gainers in the 
end for, I believe, in helping to make for peace on the other side of our 
frontiers we shall go a long way towards taking out a most valuable 
political insurance policy for peace, not only in our own time and in the 
time of the present Government, but also in times of Indian Governments 
to come. 


Mr. Lalchand Navt^ai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I wish 
to associate myself in this debate on the Bill which is entitled as drafted, 
“ A Bill to provide against the publication of statements likely to pro- 
mote unfriendly relations between His Majesty’s Government and the 
Governments of foreign States Sir, my apology for speaking on this 
Bill is two-fold. One is that the interpretation of this Bill and the rend- 
ering of certain words contained in it have entered into this debate. On 
this point it is no doubt that three great lawyers of India have spoken. 
I am c'onscious I cannot get into the shoes of these three lawyers, Honour- 
able Members of this House. But as a humble lawyer myself, I feel 
that I should put forward my views and my interpretation of this Bill 
before this House for consideration. (Hear, hear.) It will be observed 
that Sir Hari Singh Gour, who is a very competent and able lawyer of 
India, has put forward his interpretation showing that there is a great 
difference between the Statement of Objects and Reasons and the Bill 
Itself. He has condemned the Bill as having been drafted in hatete. He 
liM condemned it as having been drafted by two men, one not knowing what 
the other was doing. Then a difference of opinion arose on the wording 
of the clauses between the two great lawyers, I mean the Honourable Sir 
?■ .?«*“»swami Aiyar and our friend. Sir Abdur Rahim. As I have said 
that I have got two reasons to speak on this Bill, I must say what the 
second is. The other is that I know the history of this Bill personally, 
ihis 18 not a new measure that is being brought before us today. I was in 
the third Assembly when a Bill, I think exactly in the same words as this 
niil, was attempted to be introduced by Sir Denys Bray. And what hap- 
^ history is plain. The point is that that Bill 
wme at a time when that unfortunate and notorious Public Safety Bill 
was on the anvil of this House ; and everybody knows what the fate of that 
opinion was against the Bill. There was a verj’ 
^rong public opinion, and I must also say that the House on this side then 

— composed of very able politicians ; and they 
in tL?* I must say that now we are at a disadvantage 

thatif-n"*’ attended ; but it must not be forgotten h^ 

aneiiioir BM?*. brought in. This was only an 

neiUary Bill to that Public Safety one ahd' when that Public Safety 'Bill 
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was before this House the imblic opinion being so very strongly against it 
Government were compelled to drop it. What then became of this ancil- 
lary Bill we did not even hear ; it went ofiE into the air. 

What happened then ? An ordinance was made. We know how 
these ordSnances are made and how easily they are promulgated. We had 
an experience of it even yesterday. The House gave their votes in favour 
of an adjournment of the House for discussing a motion regarding the 
Gold and! Sterling Standard Pronouncement brought forward by Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir and leave was given that it would be taken up at 4 o'clodk. 
But what happened ? Immediately, rather miraculously, we got an. 
ordinance, an order from the Governor Generali to say that it should not 
be debated. Ordinances are passed like that. We know’ that ordinances 
are not based on public opinion. If therefore ordinances are pasfeed and 
public opinion is gagged like this and you get Press Bills .and Bills like 
this through, I submit it cannot be said that India has a good Govern- 
ment. , 

When the settlement Avas arrived at between Mahatma Gandhi and 
Lord Ir\vin that ordinance w^as done away with. Now what is it that 
is sought to be done ? The settlement is still there ; Mahatma Gandhi 
and all others, even Lord Irwin, are sitting there in London to decide our 
fate ; and' yet here a Bill comes from the Foreign Secretary who says 
Pass it here ; do not wait for what they are doing there in London 
I say that is not right. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What reference has that to this Bill t 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I did not hear you, but I thought a 
security had been taken from you to keep silence. Proceeding with the 
subject, I must say that what is being asked for now is that this House 
should pass this Bill. In other words, the country should give sanction 
to this Bill. At what time is that being asked ? Without circulation, 
without public opinion being consulted and without those affected being 
asked whether this is a good or a bad Bill. It is wrong to get through 
it esi)ecially when you see in this very House so many interpretations 
are being put on it. I say, do not make haste. It will be indecent haste 
if you do so. Wait for public opinion. I am strongly for the circula- 
tion of this Bill. I know that in this session this or any other Bill can 
be passed as a matter of course in favour of the Government. Our 
Benches are thinly attended ; we have not got a majority. The reasons 
are that some Honourable Members have gone to the Round Table Con- 
ference and the others have gone away on account of illness or some such 
reason ; at any rate our Leader has gone for that reason 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Whose fault is that ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Nobody's ; yours only. I submit that 
there ought to be no difference of opinion with regard to circulation. I 
cannot understand that if this Bill is not passed now something very 
horrible is going to happen between the foreign Governments and this 
Government and therefore this Bill must be passed this very moment. I 
say, there seems to be no such fear. But even if such a contingency 
arises, do not worry us ; your ordinance can be repeated. But let it be 
repeated on the Government's own responsibility. Why do you ask our 
sanction when you don't allow the country to be consulted ? 
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Do it in your own way as you have been doing all along. Whatever 
ordinances you pass we cannot fight them. Their provisions are acted 
upon immediately. Therefore do not ask for our sanction at this 
moment. 

Oh this point I do not think I need go further than ask the Foreign 
Secretary to take a leaf from the book of his the then Leader, now the 
Honourable the Home Member for whom I have so much reverence, I mean 
Sir James Crerar. He has approved of the principle of circulation and 
he laid down a fundamental principle that important Bills should be 
circulated. I think the Foreign Secretary should consult him and ask 
whether there has been any change in that fundamental principle. 
Fundamental principles never change, I will read tihe exact words of 
the Honourable the Home Member — from Vol. V (1927) of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly Debates — page 4417. I do not want to make any lengthy 
quotation as I might be pulled up by the President, but I shall only quote 
a short passage : 

I do not intend to go into the particular merits of this Bill. Furshotamdas 
Thakurdas in a. powerful speech has just urged upon the House and the Government 
should exercise caution in the matter. I confess that note of caution seemed to me to 
be a wise counsel. I think that before the House proceeds to consider this Bill in 
greater detail it ought to pass the motion which I move for further eliciting opinion 
thereon. Legislation, however well-intentioned, if it is hasty, ps not likely in the end 
to promote the purpose for which it is intended. Legislation which is passed without 
due consideration may have consequences very remote from those which were intended. 

I am not opposed to the main principle of the Honourable Member’s Bill on its merits, 
but I do appeal to the House to show that spirit of caution which is enjoined by Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas. I ask the House to agree that this motion for the purpose 
of further eliciting opinion upon the Bill be passed.” 

It is the same caution that I am asking the Honourable the Foreign 
Secretary to lake. It may be asked on what Bill was this principle stated f 
This was given on the Eestraint of Child Marriage Bill. I purposely say 
this in order to convince the House that this Bill is more important than 
the one in which the aforesaid principle was stated, I therefore submit 
that a strong case has been made out for circulation. 

So far as the merits of the Bill are concerned, I am not at present 
objecting to the principle of the Bill but I must say that the Bill, as it 
has been drafted, is very vaguely worded. The phraseology is sudh that 
it can be misconstrued and several different interpretations can be put 
upon it. Therefore, I fully endorse the opinion of my friend Sir Hari 
Singh Gour that the objects of the Bill are entirely different from what 
the Bill itself intends to achieve. It is referring to libel and other things, 
whereas the phraseology used* in the Bill refers to “ unfriendly re- 
lations Now, what is “ unfriendly relations”? Disaffection can 
come under unfriendly relations, but certain things which are published 
niay be of such a nature as may or may not create disaffection, and yet 
they may be twisted and turned so as to bring them under unfriendly 
relations. Then again there might be a case of a simple abuse in some 
of the writing, and that also can be brought under the category of un- 
friendly relations. Therefore, I say , that this Bill is very vaguely 
Worded. 

Not only that^ but there are also some other defects in the Bill. May 
1 ask which Magistrate will try these cases t Has any provision been 
rjade to that effect in this Bill f Has any procedure been provided for 
the Magistrates to follow t I do not find any procedure at idl! I am of 
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wnrse anticipating a question from my lawyer friends, aud 1 am pre- 
pared to reply to that too. Clause 2 of the Bill only say this t 

Whoever laakes, publishes, or circulates any statement, rumour or report with 
intent to promote, or which is likely to promote, or whereof the making, publishing or 
circulating is likely to promote unfriendly relations between His Majesty 's Government 
and the Government of any foreign State shall be punishable with Imprisonment which 
may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both.*' 

Now, the clause provides punishment for two years, no doubt, and at 
the same time it provides one caution in paragraph 3, that no court 
shall try this case without the sanction of the Governor General in 
Council. That is quite true, but the Bill does not say which Magistrate 
will try these cases 

Mr. B. R. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Is my friend 
aware that there is such a thing as the* Criminal Procedure Code f 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Honourable Member is evidently re- 
ferring to the definition of the word “ offence and also the. procedure 
that is laid down there. Please allow me to finish my arguments 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Is it not the sphere of the district court lawyers 
to appear ? ^ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : In this Bill the procedure to be followed 
by the trying Magistrate is not specified. It is true that there are certain 
provisions in the Criminal Procedure Codie which would guide this Bill, 
but may I ask if in other Bills which have been passed special provisions 
of procedure to be followed by particular Magistrates have not been em- 
boiUed 9 Look at the Sa;fety Bill itself. Look at the Press Bill 

Sardar Bant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : There is a special pro- 
vimon in Schedule II of the Criminal Procedure Code for all enactments 
not falling within 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What I am pointing out is that the special 
procedure in this Bill should have been provided. That is the first 
point. 

The second) pbint is, if you are going to entrust these powers to 
First Class Magistrates, they are likely to be misused and abused. As I 
said the other day young civilians become First Class Magistrates in a 
short time, arid you are going to give such wide powers to such young 
and inexperienced people to twist and turn 

Mr. C. Brooke Elliott : Did not the Honourable Member charac- 
terise them just now as being “ First Class ’’ Magistrates 9 

M!r. Lalchand Nav^rai : I said the other day that a young civilian 
who works for a short time as a junior Magistrate is soon promoted as a 
First Class Magistrate before he acquires the necessary expeirience ; so 
I say if you give these powers to such young and inexperienced officers, 
they are likely to be abused very much, and therefore in the absence of 
any special provision for the class of Magistrates and the special procedure 
to be followed! I should call this measure as a bald Bill. The Magistrates 
wil® be under the impression that they have to try the cases coming under 
this measure not in a judicial manner, but executively. I therefore sub- 
mit thaft this Bin shoTfld be entirely recast ; it should be sent out for 
public opinioin, and wkew it comes back again, the House can consider it* 
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One word more, Sir, and 1 have done. It was sajd that there is no 
provision in the Penal Code which can serve the purposes which this Bill 
aims at. May I draw the attention of the Honourable House to section 
108-A of the Indian Penal Code which is a new provision added to the 
Code. Formerly there was no provision in the I. P. C. providing for 
abetments that were committed in India for offences being done outside 
India. The new section which has been incorporated in the Indiaju Penal 
Code reads thus : 

** A person abets an offence within the meaning of this Code, who,. . . . . .m British 
India, abets the commission of any act without and beyond British India which would 
constitute an offence if committed in British India.” 

At any rate this is a point of law which has to be considered very care- 
fully by the HonouraHD'le the Law Member and! other lawyer Members of 
this House. I therefore strongly recommend that the Bill be sent out 
for circulation, and I would appeal to the Honourable the Foreign Sec- 
retary to consider the matter over again, and that he should not attempt 
to rush this measure through in the teeith of opposition from this side 
of tlie House. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the present Bill is practically the annexe 
of the Press Bill, and for some reasons known only to the Treasury 
Benches, which are not clear to us, this measure has been separated from 
the Press Bill. This Bill however goes further than the Press Bill in 
three different respects. In the first place, the Press Bill is only for one 
year, w'hereas this Bill is a permanent enactment. Secondly, the 
Press Bill prescribes only a penalty of confiscation of surety, whereas 
here the penalties of imprisonment and fine are imposed. It is prac- 
tically an addition to the Indian Penal Code, that is to say, you create 
a new penal offence. Thirdly, it differs from the Press Bill in that under 
the Press Bill only publication is considered to be an offence, whereas 
under this, the circtilation of any statement, rumour, or report is also 
considered to be an ofi'ence. Therefore, in these three respects, the pre- 
sent Bill goes much further than the Press Bill. I do maintain, follow- 
ing the speeches that have been made on this side, that the enactment of 
this nature at Simla, without giving any opportunity to the public to 
express their opinions thereon, is really a legalised form of ordinance. 
Any enactment framed by Government votes alone is in reality not an 
Act, but an ordinance. You know very well that some of the Members 
on this side of the House have gone to the Round Table Conference, 
There are some Members who cannot stand the height of this station and 
cannot possibly come to Simla. Therefore, it is rather unfair on the 
part, of the Treasury Benches to take advantage of the thinness of the 
Opposition and) pass an important measure of this kind by votes com- 
manded by the Government. You not only introduce this measure 
before the Assembly, but you press that it should be made into law at 
once. 

Sir, my Honourable friend Mr. Brooke Elliott — ^unfortunately he is 
ffot here — said, here is one side, the Government Benches, and here is the 
Opposition on the other side, suggesting that he is neutral. I would like 
to see if he will assume this neutrality and give proof of his statement 
in the. course of this or any other motion. He also said that he was a 
'?fi'eat champion of the freedom of the Press. This is a statement which 
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we would very much like to see materialise in the course of the debate 
which will come up in a few days. But the point which is really im- 
portant for me, which I want specially to mention, is this, that we admit 
that there are certain troubles. But the remedy suggested from the Gov- 
ernment side is much more than is justified by the trouble. It is a 
truism that when(*ver a medical man is himself ill, then he is not the 
proper authority to ])rescribe medicine for himself ; tlie medicine must 
be prescribed by some])ody else. Mr. ./Vrthur Moore, the Leader of the 
European Grouj), the otlior day mentioned the difficult position in which 
the Europeans in Bengal arc placed. I entirely sympathise with him 
and the whole Iloiisf? will really go and help him in this difficulty, but 
when he comes forward to make a suggestion himself, he is really acting 
like a sick doctor prescribing medicine for himself, lie suggested the 
other day that we ought to introduce the Frontier Crimes Regulation in 
Bengal. Honourable friend does not know what the Frontier Crimes 
Regulations arc. By these Regulations 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : On a point of personal 
explanation. Sir. All that I said was that the European Association of 
Chittagong jmssed a Resolution to that effect. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : That is the point I want to make out, that 
the prescription which they proscribe as a remedy is really no remedy 
alt all, and it goes much further and makes the whole case worse. The 
Frontier Oimes Regulations are no remedy for the troubles in which he is 
placed’ in spite of the fact that the whole House whole-heartedly sympa- 
thise with, him in those troubles. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : On a point of order, Sir. May I ask if this 
is relevant to the Bill under discussiem ? 

Mr. President : I think he is quite in order. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : By Frontier Crimes Regulations wives are 
interchanged, civil suits worth several lakhs are instituted on 8 annas 
stamp and the debtor is sent to jail before the hearing of the case. This 
is no remedy to Mr. Arthur Moore's complaints. 

It was pointed out to us that the reasons for introducing this enact- 
ment are the two articles written by the Zemindar ; and this is the only 
argument that has been brought forward in ^nlpport of this Bill. I have 
read those articles, and T myself have no sympathy with them. But is 
this the remedy which tliey are going to jiropose in order to overcome this 
particular difficulty ? In order to meet one small difficulty they arc 
gbing to rouse the whole country into a commotion. 

Sir, this House is prohibited from discussing foreign affairs. We 
cannot propose any Resolution and wc cannot ask any questions about 
the foreign policy of the CoverTiment of India. We know how the chess 
game of Afghanistan has been played, and we w^ere debarred from dis- 
cussing the question on the floor of this House. This Bill says that not 
only 'the Assembly should he debarred hut the whole country should be 
prohibited from discussing verbally or in the Press any question con- 
cerning the foreign affairs not onlv of this country but of Great Britain. 
This is a large order and is likely to lead to a very difficult situation. 
The Government may, without cf.nsulting the country, commit it to a 
war and the poor tax-payer will have to bear its cast. It majr be the 
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outcome of the mistakes committed by the Foreign Office, but the whole 
country will have to pay for tlieir mistakes. This privilege is .unfor- 
tunately denied to us, and wc are asked to legislate that In future no 
j)erson should be permitted to discuss any question alout foreign 
alfains. 

The Honourable the Foreign Secretary gave us an important 
argument. He said that India will bo placed among the more civilised 
countries of the world if we pass this particular law. I say, if this is 
the only test of civilisation, I would rather remain uncivilised and not 
pass this enactment without giving any opportunity to the people who 
are affected by it to express their opinionij. There are some more 
important matters in which wc are treated in an uncivilised manner, for 
example, whipping. Whipping is a punishment administered in India 
alone, and I do not thinl: it is a punishment given in any civilised 
country. If my Honourable friend the Mover of this Bill is anxious 
about the civilisation of this country', then 1 will request him to come for- 
ward first with a motion that v/liipping should be disallowed in this 
country. 

Sir, this Bill will undoubtedly affect every Indian who is interested 
in foreign affairs. There arc Indians in America, there are Indians in 
Japan and other countries, and if any of us discusses the position of tho 
Indians there and the lu)rrii)le tn^atuumt that they may be receiving, 
he will at once be penalised and Avill be proliibited from doing it. In 
this way this Bill will practically ail'oet every Indian, and all com- 
ijiunities. But in one particular respect it will affect the Mussalman 
community more than any otlun* coimiiunity. The Hindu community 
have got all their shrines in tliis country. The Mussalmaris on the other 
hand have got most of their shrines in foreign countries and not in India 
and so they are naturally interested in the affairs of foreign countries. This 
interest is often misunderstood. Home people who really carry on a pro- 
paganda against the Mussalmans, call this interest a pan-Islamic move- 
ment. Pan-Islamism is really a creation of the British mind. It does 
not exist among the Mussalmans, and it has been intentionally created in 
order to prejudice other i)e()ple against the Mussalmans. We have in 
fact real and genuine interest in the shrines and other things which are 
sacred in our religion. (Interruption by Mr. K. Ahmed.) I would 
request you, Mr. President, to allow Mr. Kabiruddin to deliver his whole 
speech at one time and not interruptions. I shall take one illustra- 
tion. Take the case of Ibn Saud. There arc some Mussalmans who 
honestly believe that tlie soul of the saint always hovers round and 
recognises its grave and it is for that reason that they go to the graves 
with genuine religious sentiments. Others take the opposite view. They 
consider that the soul after leaving the body ceases to have interest 
in this world end hence offering prayers near the graA^e are equivalent to 
idolatory. The latter is the view of Ibn Saud, and for tliat reason he 
has removed tombs from the shrines in Arabia. This action is honestly 
resented by those Mussalmans wlio hold the other opinion and some of 
the hajis who had gone there and wanted to sit near the graves in 
joeditation were lashed by the servants of Ibii Saud and they had to 
cave the place in great disgust. After this enactment it will be im- 
possible for any of these people to say anything about their sad ex- 
Peri'ences in that country. 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : Certainly not. 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmad : I next refer to Jerusalem. There is an 
honest conviction in the minds of Mussalmans about the sanctity of the 
wailing wall, and an equally honest conviction in the mind of the Jews, 
and it is really a matter of religious importance to the Mussalmans not 
to remain silent on this question. The Honourable the Mover *>f this 
motion might perhaps say, “You had better draw our attention to this 
and we will do the needful That is not the experience of those who 
do not sit on the Treasury Benches. We know that the Government 
will not move unless there is agitation in the country. Had the correct 
and honest repersentation by a single individual been enough for Gov- 
ernment to take action the present situation would never have arisen. 
Sir, I know something of the Muslim community, and if a measure of 
this kind is passed without consulting them, there will be a first-rate agi- 
tation in the whole country. It is not wisdom, it will be bad policy and a 
lack of statesmanship to create such a position at a time when our atten- 
tion is directed to more important issues. This is a question in which the 
Muslims are not only politically but religiously interested and they 
consider the issue as dear as their life, an issue for which they will lose 
anything in order to achieve their rcjligious beliefs. T beseech once more 
the Members of the Treasury Benches not to press this Bill in this session. 
I request them to give an opportunity to the Muslim community and the 
country to express their opinion and submit their genuine grievances. 
Those who have first-hand information ought to have an opportunity to 
relate their experiences. This is a matter in which the Mussalmans and 
the whole Indian public are extremely interested. If this Bill is pressed 
on the House, I will refrain from taking any further part in the dis- 
cussion, nor shall I move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. 
With these words I support the motion for circulation. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Member for Commercti and 
Railways) : I do not intervene in this discussion with any controversial 
intention. Indeed I should be temerarious to do so, for when eminent 
lay^’ers are on the war path, if a layman comes between these fell and 
mighty opposites, he is apt to receive rather more than he likes or ex- 
pects. But ae I listened to the discussion, it seemed to me that the differ- 
ence between the two sides of the House was somewhat les.5 than it 
appeared to be at first sight. There is, I think, general agreement that 
articles have appeared in some Indian newspapers which might have very 
dangerous consequences and which I think the House generally feels ought 
not to be allowed to continue. There is, I think, therefore, general agree- 
ment as to the underlying principle and Government attach importance to 
the affirmation by this House of that principle. On the other hand it 
has been represented to Government from the non-oflScial Benches that this 
iA a very important measure, that when we are dealing with the freedom of 
the Pr^s, caution is necessary and Government have shown that they 
appreciate the fairness of that demand by saying, as my Honourable 
colleague, the Law Member, did this morning, that we would offer no 
opposition to referring the Bill to a Select Committee. But since my 

4 p. M. Honourable colleague spoke, it has been represented by 
more than one Member that that does not quitet meet what 
they have in their minds. What they feel is that this is an occasion on 
which public opinion ought to be elicited, and in particular the opinion of 
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one of the great communities of India who are perhaps peculiaidy interest- 
ed in our relations with some foreign powers. It occurred to me, Mr. 
President, that the gulf between the two sides might be bridged with- 
out any sacrifice of principle on eithejr side. What I should be pre- 
pared to say on behalf of the Government is this, — that if the Bill is 
referred to a Select Committee, we should be quite prepared to cir- 
culate it by executive order, and the Committee would meet when 
the opinions had been received, and in the ordinary course their 
report would be submitted to the House next session. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Why do you press for a Select Committee 1 
Why not circulate at once ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I mention this, Sir, in the 
hope that it may abbreviate the discussion and may prove to be a 
solution which will commend itself to the House, generally. 

Sir Abdur Rahim : May I ask. Sir, one question ? If we agree 
to a Select Committee, should we not be committing ourselves to the prin- 
ciple of the Bill ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : There is no question about 
that, but the point 1 tried to make in that connection was that there 
is agreement as regards a great underlying principle, that here is 
something which badly requires to be controlled. 

Haulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (South Madras : Muham- 
madan) : Sir, a very strong case has been made out by the Leader of 
our Party, Sir Abdur Rahim, and other speakers on this side for the 
motion for circulation, and I do not propose to take much time of the 
House. But I shall try to put before the House a short history of this 
measure. It was in April last, Sir, that Lord Irwin promulgated 
Ordinance No. V of 1931. The reason was this. -B.c-King Amanullah 
had published a letter in the paper Afghanistan which was translated 
and published in another paper Zamindar, Prior to this, this Government 
had been on friendly terms and in international amity with the 
Kings of Afghanistan. Amir Abdur Rahaman Khan, Amir IlabibuUah 
Khan, Amir Amanullah Khan — they were all friends of this Govern- 
ment. It was not felt necessary to promulgate any Ordinance or a 
measure of this kind in their time. So far as King IlabibuUah Khan 
was concerned, he was eulogised in London itself for the services he 
had rendered to the Indian Government by maintaining order 
iu his own territory and also on the North-West Frontier during the 
time of the war. Even at that time, no necessity for such a measure 
as this was felt, but the necessity was felt simply because a letter 
of ea;-King Amanullah Khan making allegations against the present 
^*uler, Shah Nadir Khan, was published, and that letter was 
published again in Afghanistan, which I have not seen myself, and 
some comments were made by Afghanistan and Zamindar, and these 
have been brought to book ! Sir, we are not in sympathy with those 
persons in their dealings. We feel it necessary that friendly relations 
between this kingdom and foreign rulers should be kept up and kept 
up very strongly. But at the same time we cannot put up with a 
measure of this kind, which is calculated to curb the freedom, the 
uberty of the Press. Such a measure no one can be a party to. (Hear, 
hear.) Here, Sir, our simple request is that it should be circulated 
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for eliciting public opinion. Ever since the days we were at school 
and college, we heard that the English Government was attaching much 
importance to public opinion. So we feel it an injustice that such a 
measure should be rushed through and in such a way as not to have pre- 
viously been circulated for eliciting public opinion. With these words, 
Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Ghota Nagpur cum Orissa : 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I want to make it clear, after the assurance given 
by the Honourable the Leader of the, House that the Select Committee will 
sit in Delhi and that by executive order this Bill will be circulated, 
that I do not want to press my motion and I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw the motion. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I also gave notice of a similar motion, and 1 
do not wish to withdraw it 

Mr. President : That is not the point. I will have to ask the 
opinion of the House whether the}^ arc prepared to grant leave to the 
Honourable tlie Mover of the amendment to withdraw his motion for cir- 
culation. I have to put that question to the House. The question is : 

“ That leave be granted to the Honourable Member to withdraw his motion for 
circulation. * ^ 

As many as arc of that opinion will say, “ Aye {Several IlonourahU 
Members : ‘‘ Ay.e ’’). Those of the contrary opinion will say, No 
(Several Honourable Members : ‘‘ No.'^) Leave to withdraw the motion 
is not granted. 

Mr. E. Studd (Bengal : European) : Sir, T am not sure whether a 
humble business-man ought to have the temerity to take part in this 
debate which it seems to me is largely a battle between the conflicting 
opinions of legal luminaries whose names are famed all over India, 
r^ut, Sir, what is the poor business-man to do when lawyers proceed to 
give him opposite opinions ? I confess that some of the legal points 
which they tried to argue were completely above my head. But it does 
seem to me that if we can get down to bedrock, this. Sir, is really, a 
simple matter. Apart from points of law, I have listened carefully to 
the various speeches that have been made against this measure urging 
circulation and so on, but I do not think I have heard one Member ex- 
press opposition to the principle which is contained in the, Bill, namely, 
that it should be possible to punish papers which publish articles and 
news matter which are likely to result in unfriendly relations with 
foxeign powers. Some Members have expressed the fear that the powers 
in the Bill arc too wide. I have not heard anybody suggest that it is 
the intention of Government to use them for any other purpose than 
the definite and spe»cific one of the preservation of friendy relations. 
It has only been suggested that the Bill is so wide that it may be mis- 
undex;stood or misinterpreted by Magistrates. Sir, I submit that if 
that is the main bone of contention, there is no reason why the Select 
Committee should not be able to put in the necessary provisos in the 
Bill to make sure that it is not so abused. Therefore, Sir, it does not 
seem to me that the opposition have made out a very strong case. 
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Sir, there is one thing which I fully expected to hear. Knowing 
hat an anathema the word “ Ordinance is to my Honourable 
riends on the other side of the House, I fully expected to hear some 
: them referring to the Ordinance which is at present in force and 
iiich this Bill is meant to replace. I thought that if they were going to 
ppose this Bill, they would do it on the ground that this so-called 
liquitous Ordinance had already been in force for nearly six months, 
liat it had been grossly abused, and that it was therefore absolutely 
[Tiproper that it should be continued. Not one word has been said 
rvainst that Ordinance ; and I doubt if there has ever been an Ordinance 
inder which fewer cases have been brought thaw under this one. As 
ar as I know, there have been only four or six cases, and I do not 
hink anybody has any fault to find with those cases or with the judg- 
nents that have been given in those cases. I know a number of 
louourable Members have read the judgments in two particular cases. 

: am perfectly certain that no one who has read those judgments can 
lossibly say that they are anything but just, or can possibly maintain 
hat some law is not necessary to deal with an evil of that kind. 

Now, Sir, it has been urged that this is an important measure and 
hat it should not be rushed through without the country having a 
jhance to express its opinion. It seems to me that it has already had 
a chance, in an indirect way at any rate, of expressing an opinion on 
liis Bill, for it has had this Ordinance actually in operation for nearly 
dx months. I certainly have not heard of any objections. Honour- 
able Members on the other side have not spoken of cany objections to 
this Ordinance and I think it is a fair inference to draw that that 
being so, the general principle of this Bill is not opposed and has the 
general acceptance of the country. 

Now, Sir, I do not propose to keep the House any longer. The 
debate has gone on for a long time, but I do appeal to Members to 
realise that it is a necessary measure and that it should be passed into 
law, modified if necessary, so that they may be satisfied that their 
fears are without foundation. I do appeal to this House to realise 
that it is necessary to curb the evil which is not only a disgrace to the 
Indian Press but a disgrace to the Indian nation. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Miiham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I move that the closure be now put. 

Mr. 8. O. Jog (Berar Representative) : Sir, it is very unfortunate 
that a Bill brought before this House with a view to provide against the 
publication of statements which are likely to promote unfriendly relations 
between llis Majesty’s Government and tin? Governments of foreign Slates 
has in the present resulted in creating unfriendly relations between one im- 
portant community in India and the Government. How far tlu* Bill will 
have the effect of preventing the creation of unfriendly relations is there- 
fore very doubtful. But for the present wei are seeing this result that there 
js a division created between one important group in the House ajid the 
Government. This is the first time that this new Bill and this new legisla- 
hou is being introduced and it is but fair that the Government should not 
^ush it through. I am in entire sympathy with the speakt?rs who have pro- 
posed that the Bill sould be circulated for public opinion. It is tlie first 
principle of legislation that no legislation of a revoiutioiiarv character or 
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which introduces an innovation shouM be hurried through without ascer- 
taining public opinion. As observed by my Honourable friend, nothing 
will be lost by circulating it and waiting for two or three months more. 
There is no immediate danger which is likely to happen and nothing will be 
lost by waiting for two months. There are also some misconceptions about 
the Bill, f must congratulate the Honourable the Mover on his clear 
explanation of the position. It was thought for some time that even 
the Indian States came within the purview of the Bill. But at the outset 
he made it clear that they did not come within the purview of the Bill. 
One more thing he has made clear. Unfortunately this Bill has taken a 
communal turn and my Muslim friends are somehow or other taking it as 
an attack against them or against the States of which the rulers are Mus- 
lims. The Honourable the Mover has made it clear while making his 
speech that the Bill is not designed against any particular foreign ruler. 
It is a general thing and all the foreign rulers arc included in it, bu? some- 
how or other my LIuhammadan friends have taken this peculiar attitude, 
which has resulted in creating a lot of stir in the House. The Bill is in 
very general terms. It wants to create friendly relations between British 
India and the foreign States. At the same time it does not stand in the 
way of any healthy criticism of the actions of those Governments. The 
Honourable the Mover admitted in his statement that there is no doubt 
it creates a sort of restraint on writings, but I think some such restraint 
is essential. But the Bill, as it stands now, and specially clause 2, is ex- 
tremely wide and vague ; and although the Honourable the Mover has 
justified his Bill by saying that it is a very mild and innocent one and is 
not so obnoxious or mischievous as the Press Bill,~and he may take some 
credit for that, — still the wording of clause 2 is extremely vjigue and it 
requires large modification and improvement. I therefore agi’ee with the 
recommendation that has been made that the Bill should he circulated for 
public opinioij. 

Mr. MiAammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur (North Madras : Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I have listened very carefully to the remarks Tvhich have 
fallen from my Honourable friend, Mr. Studd. I gatliei' that he intended 
to say that the principle of the Bill had not been attacked by the Opposi- 
tion. I maiiitaiu, Sir, that Dr. Gour in his scholarly speech this morning 
hi)s made it clear to the House that what was sought to be enacted in lliis 
Bill is not the English common law but something else. That is one reason 
why I say that tlie principle of the Bill has been attacked. It has been 
attacked and very ably attacked by my Honourable friend. 

The next reason which T would put forward against the principle of 
the Bill is this. Is there, I ask, any enactment or any legislation in any 
neighbouring country analogous to what is sought to" be enacted in this 
House now ? I can well understand that a Bill has been introduced in this 
House which aims at curtailing the liberty of the Press. Are we to go on 
with this Bill when another legislation put forwawrd before this House is 
pending ? I do not know if the matter is still vih judice because we have 
already got the report of the Select Committee before us. Now that was 
the first attempt in this House to gag the Press. It has been followed with 
hardly an interval Of one week by another BiU whose object primarily is to 
stifle the Press. It seems to me that Simla is particularly suitable for the 
introduction of Bills which are intended to stifle the Press. The mist here 
is so very thick that it almost- makes the whole mountain disappear and 
these Bills will probably make the Press disappear altogether from this 
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country. The effect of this Bill is not only to enact what is not the exist- 
ing common law in England or for the matter of that in any country, but 
it goes much further in the way it is framed. Sir, you will note that sec- 
tion 2 of the Bill, which is the really operative section, reads thus : “ Who- 
ever makes a statement, whoever publishes a statement, whoever circulates 
a statement, rumour or report ’ ’ and so on. It is not distinctly stated whe- 
ther it should be actually libellous or not. Under the existing law what is 
puniAed is not slander but libel and that i^ainst the ruler of a foreign 
State. Here what is sought to be done is this. Section 2 which is an all- 
coniprehensive section, is so worded as to include anything and everything. 
If toroorrov.^ I make an allegation against the ruler of Afghanistan or I 
circulate something which may be perfectly harmless, I will be liable to 
be punished under that section and probably sentenced to two years im- 
])risonment, rigorous or simple, depending on the discretion of the Magist- 
rate. 


Then, Sir, it is said that legislation on this subject has to be passed 
very soon as the period of the Ordinance promulgated by IT. E. the 
Viceroy in April last is about to expire. 1 believe it is lapsing on the 5th 
of next month. But 1 ask the Honourable Mr. Howell, has the Viceroy 
not got power to pass another Ordinance of the same type extending over 
another period of six months, and will it not be possible to pass this mea- 
sure, which is sought to be passed in such a hurry at Simla, at the Delhi 
Session, circulating it meanwhile for eliciting opinion thereon ? It is a 
matter which cuts at the very root of the Indian Press. If th(»re is any- 
tliing in this country which Indians respect and enjoy, it is tlie freedom 
of the Press, and if, on the eve of reforms, the liberty of the Press which we 
value so dearly is to be curtailed in this way, if the Press is to be stifled to 
the degree to which it is sought to be stifled, I really do not know what the 
effect of that is gxuiig to be. We have to reciprocate the good faith of those 
who IniNti framed such legislation. My friend, Mr. Brooke Elliott, very 
wisely alluded iu his remarks saying that reciprocity was the thing which 
was really wanted. He told us that you should <lo unto others as you 
would wish to be done by them. But I ask, is the Englishman in India ob- 
serving that principle ? Is he practising that rule ? If really he had any 
regard for that principle and if he had adhered to it, I dare say, I venture 
to say, that no complications would enter into the deliberations in this House 
and every measure brought forw^ard by the Treasury Bimehes would have 
our hearty acceptance. I therefore commend this motion for circulation. 


Mr. 0. Brookd Elliott i If the Honourable Member would put my 

text into the text of the Bill, I should have no objection. 

Several Honourable Members : The question may now be put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. E. B. Howell : I have no wish to make any reply, Sir. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the 
January, 19S2.’' . ^ 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES— 35. 


Abdoola Haroon, Seth Haji. 
Abdur Bahim, Sir. ^ 
Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
I^234LAD 


Badi-uz-Zaman, Maulvi. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukham. 
Chinoy, Mr. Bahiintoola M. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

H 
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AYBS—conW. 


Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Muham> 

’ ^ mad. 

Jadhav, Mr. B. V. 

Jahangir, Sir Gowasji. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Kyaw Myint, IT 
Lalohand Navalrai, Mr. 

MSlsra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitraj Mr. S. C. 

Mody, Mr. H. P. 

Muaezam Sahib Bahadur Mr. Muhammad. 
Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Pandian, Mr. R. Hajaram. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 


Bajan Bakhah Sliah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

PiPddi, Mr. T. N. Bamakrishua. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

ITppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Wilayatullah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Zinuddiii Ahmad, Dr. 

Ziilfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


NOES— 58. 


Allah Bnksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklosaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Bauer ji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Brij Kishore, Rai Bahadur Lain. 

Crorar, The Honourable Sir Janies. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakuniar Sing. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 

Elliott, Mr. C. B. 

Fazl-i-Hiisain, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

Pox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. G. I. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Jshwarsingji, Nawab Naliarsingji. 
Ismtiil Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lai, Mr.'"S. . ' ' . ' ' 

La^ehandv* Rao Bahadur Captai^ 

Leach,’ Mr. F. B. 

•JJhe motion was negatived^ 


Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

JMukherjee,, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Puri, Mr. Oos^vami M. R. 

Raghnbir Singh, Kunwar. 

Rainy, The Honourablo Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Rai Bahadur U. 

Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shcr Muhammad Khaii Gakhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. .1. A. 

Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Studd, Mr. E. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sukhrnj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Tait. Mr. John. 

Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


Mrr Precdfleat »I. now call upon Mr. Maswood Ahmad to move his 
ext amendment, for refdtx'rice to Select Committee. 



' .THE SO^mON RBI^TIONS BILL. 97& 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That the Bill be referred to a ^Select Committee consisting of Mr. B. Howell, 
^ir Lancelot Graham, Sir Muhammad Yakub, Khan Bahadur Wilayatullkh, Kunwar 
Ha,jee Ismail All Khan, Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty, Mt. Muhammad .Vamia Khan, 
Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, Sir Hari Sin^ Gour, Mr. Muhammad 
Mmtzzani Sahib Bahadur, Lala Hariraj Swarup, Mr. Brooke Elliott, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, Mr. B. R. Puri, Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal, Mr. Murtuza Sahib Bahadur, Seth 
iinji Abdulla Haroon, Mr. Laic hand Navalrai and the Mover and that the number of 
members whose i)re8euce shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee 
fshall be five.'* 

Bb. Muhammad Huazzam Sahib Bahadur : I would suggest, Sir, 

that Mr. Jog’s name be included in the list. 

Hr. President : One more name has been suggested for addition, 
.Mr. Jog. I should like to know whether the Mover is agreeable. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 have no objection. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : May I know whether the rest of the House cannot 
be added ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, as I do not agree with the principle of 

the nil], I wish to withdraw my name from the Select Committee. 

Maulvi Sayyad Murtuza Sahib Bahadur : I am also not willing to 

serve on the Select ('omrnittee. 

Khan Bahadur H. M. Wilayatullah : Sir, I have not been in a fit 

state 01 health to serve on the Select Committee. 

An Honourable Member : The Select Committee will meet only in 

Delhi. Do you expect to li! ill then also ? 

Mr. President ; The Select Committee will meet in Simla. I want to 
kiiov,* if the Honourable Member is willing to serve on ih»‘ Selecd Committee 
or he is not. 

Khan BiAadur H. M. Wilayatullah : I do not wish to serve on the 
Select Committee. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : I request, Sir, that my 

lunne lx* withdrawn from the list. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division : Muham- 
itiadan Rural) : T propose that the name of Mr. K. Ahmed be added to the 

list. 


Mr. President ; Do you object, Mr. Maswood Ahmad 1 
Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I don’t object, Sir. 

Mr, President : The question is : 

** That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee eonsistiiig of : 
Mr. Howell, 

Sir Laneclot Graham, 

Sir Muhammad Y“akub, 

Kimwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan, 

Mr. Shanmukham Chetty, 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan, 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy, 

Sir Hari Singh Gour, 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup, 
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Mr. Brooke Elliott, 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh, 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 

Mr. B. B. Puri, 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggaiwal, 

Haji Abdulla Haroon, 

Mr. K. Ahmed, 

Mr. S. G. Jog, and the Mover.’* 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : I should like to know whether the House wishes to 
proceed with the next Bill. 

Several Honourable Members : No, Sir ; it is now too late. 


The Honourable Sir Oeorge Bainy : I do not think the next Bill will 
take very long. 


Mr. President : There are several amendments. If there were no 
amenflmonts to the ne.xt Bill T would have taken it up now. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorgfe Rainy ; You might allow the Bill to h 
formally moved. T would remind the House that if we do not get through 
our business, we may have to sit longer at the end of the Session. 

Mr. President : Yesterday the House had ±o be adjourned for want 
of a quorum. • 


Several Honourable Members : Adjourn, adjourn. 

1 President : Is it the general feeling that the next Bill should be 

placed before the House by the Mover ? 

Several Honourable Members : No, Sir ; it is now too late. 

Mr. President : Those who are in favour of adjourning the House 
will pJeasc rise in their seats. 


(A larfjte number of Members stood up.) 

then iid.journed till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday 
the 241 li September, 1931. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday y 24th September, 1931. 


The Assembly mol in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of lhc» Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. President : 1 understand that the Leader of the House v;ishes 
to make an important statement, and I call upon him to do so. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : I should 
like in the first place, Mr. President, to apologise on behalf of my Honour- 
able colleague the Finance Member for his inability to be present here 
to answer questions this morning. I shall, however, endeavour to answer 
the questions relating to his Department to the best of my ability. I 
should like to add that, with your permission, Mr. President, my Honour- 
able colleague will desire to make a statement, when the House re- 
assembles after Lunch, upon the financial position. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Introduction op Water Meter Cards in Simla and New Delhi. 

883 *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : Will' Government be pleased 
to state the reasons why water meter cards have not been introduced 
so long for recording the water meter readings ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Government see no reason to introduce such 
cards. They would serve no useful purpose and their maintenance would 
involve extra work and expense. 

Excess Water Rates charged for Quarters in Phagli, Simla. 

884. •Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah ; (g) Will Government be pleased 
to state the numbers of the blocks in Phagli which have paid the lowest 
amount of excess water rate during the last five years ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state tha number of the units in 
Phagli which have been charged excess water less than a rupee a month 
during the last five summers ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) The question is not understood, because only 
one block can have the lowest reading. That block is "C-9. 

(b) Government do not propose to supply the information as the 
amount of labour involved in doing so would be incommensurate with 
fhe benefit attained. 

Storage of Fodder for Cattle on the Roofs op the Lavatories op 
Indian Clerks’ Quarters in New Delhi. 

886. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that fodder for 
cows, buffaloes and goats is not allowed to be kept on the roofs of the 
lavatories in the Indian Clerks quarters in New Delhi ? If so, why ? 

( 976 ) 
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(6) Have Government received any representation from tlie residents 
of the Government quarters in New Delhi on the subject t If so, what 
action, if any, has been taken thereon f 

(c; Is it a fact that the lavatories in Indian clerks quarters are quite 
detached from the main building f 

(d) Do Government propose to build small sheds with corrugated 
iron sheets in the court-yard of quarters for the storage of fodder t If 
the answer is in the negative, do Government propose to consider the ad- 
visability of relaxii^ the rule for the storage of fodder t 

Efr J. A. ShilUdy '• (a) There are no orders specially prohibiting 
the storage of fodder, etc., on the roofs of the lavatories of Indian clerks’ 
quarters. The only orders issued under which the storage of fodder is 
prohibited are orders of a general nature prohibiting the storing of 
inflammable material on roofs and in verandahs. 

(6) No such representation is traceable. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (»)• No. 

(w) No. 

Grant of Pensions to the Families op Soldiers killed in the Burmese 

Rebeluon. 

886. *Mr. Badri Lai Bastogi (on behalf of Bai Bahadur Sukhraj 
Rai} : (rt) What rewards and pensions have been granted to the families 
of the soldiers who laid down their lives in suppressing the Burma 
rebellion 7 

, (?») Do Government contemplate to publish a White Paper on the 
Burma rebellion for the information of the public in India f 

The Konourable Sir James Crerar : (a) I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to the reply given by the Army Secretary to part (c) of 
Mr. Banga Iyer’s starred question No. 651. 

(®) A report by the Local Government was published on the 6th 
July, 1931 and weekly appreciations of the situation have since been and 
are being issued regularly. It is not proposed to issue any further 
statement at present, but the Honourable Member may rest assured that 
the public will be kept fully informed. 

Retrenchment of Employees op the East Indian Railway Traffic 
Accounts Opwcb, Howrah. 

887. ^Mr. Badri Lai Bastogi (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Sukhraj 
Rai) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they are aware 
that over 40 young men belonging to the East Indian Railway Traffic 

. Accounts Office, Howrah, have been turned out into the streets on 24 hours 
notice to swell the ranks of the unemployed definitely against the orders 
of the Railway Board that no further discharge should take place ? 

(6) If the answer to part (a )- is in the affirmative, is it a fact that 
, considerable reduction had already taken place and no further reduction 
was contemplated t 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


977 


(c) Are Government aware that in the name of economy all sorts of 
favouritism and injustice are being perpetrated in railway retrenchment f 

(d) Is there any chance of these youngmen being reinstated in their 
services ? 

(а) Are Government aware that many of these are graduates and that 
they rendered good service during the time of their employment ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No. Twenty-three temporary clerks 
engaged for purely temporary purposes were discharged on the termina- 
tion of their work. This was not against the orders of the Railway 
Board. 

(б) Does not arise. ' 

(c) No. 

(d) I can see no present likelihood. 

(e) Some of these men were graduates but they could not be kept on 
when the work for which they were entertained temporarily was 
finished. 

t888. 

Inquiries in Bardoli and the North-West Frontier Province. 

889. "^Mr. Badri Lai Bastogi (on behalf of Bai Bahadur Sukfiraj 
Rai) : (a) When will the Bardoli Inquiry Committee begin its work ? 
What is the reason of the delay ? Is it proposed to hold any iriquir}'- into 
the alleged breaches of the truce terms in the North-West Frontier Pro- 
vbice, as pressed by the “ Frontier Gandhi ” ? 

(6) What is the general policy of Government with regard to the 
treatment of “ Red Shirts ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) The Bardoli inquiry is ex- 
pected to commence about the 1st October. The delay is due both to 
the difficulty of relieving Mr. Gordon who is to conduct the inquiry 
and of travelling at this season in Bardoli Taluka for the purpose of 
visiting villages. It is not proposed to hold any inquiry into the alleged 
brojichcs of the Delhi Settlement in the North-West Frontier Province, 
In this connection I would refer the Honourable Member to the com- 
niuniquo and correspondence published on August 28th last. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to the letter dated August 
19th last addressed by His Excellency the Viceroy to Mr. Gandhi which 
contains a statement of policy of general application. 

Rules for the Admission of Candidates to the Indian Civil Service 
< f ' ‘V. and OTHER Imperial Services. 

890. ’^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha ; (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if a candidate who has been deprived of a regular degree under 
the technicality of the Regulation No. 11-A., pages 184-85, Punjab Uni- 
versity Calendar, 1930-31 for the simple reason of his passing any of the 
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Honours examinations in the Oriental Faculty of the Punjab University 
\Huhsequent and not prior to his lawfully passing the B.A. examination in 
the subject of English only on the strength of any of the vernacular 
languages examinations, viz^t Urdu (vide Regulation No. 7- A, pages 163-64, 
Punjab University Calendar, 1930-31), which examination he might have 
previously T>a.ssed, is eligible under the proviso to the rule (8) of the Rules 
for the Indian Civil Service Examination or any other Imperial Services 
examinations for which such a proviso exists ? If not, why not t 

(6) Do Government propose to remove this obvious stitobling block 
in the way of aspiring candidates ? If so, how ? If not, why not ? 

(c) Are Government aware that one such candidate has applied to 
tilt Public Service Commission for admission to the I. C. S. open compe* 
tition examination to be held in January, 1932, under the proviso to 
rule (8) of the Rules for the I. C. S. examination, through the Deputy 
Commissioner, Rawalpindi District ? 

The? Honourable Sir James Grerar : (a) No ; because the proviso 
relates only to examinations conducted by institutions other than Uni- 
versities. 

(b) If there is -niy case for amendment the matter seems to be one 
foi* tlie Punjab University. 

(c) Yes. 

Rules for the Admission op Candidates to the Indian Civil Service 

AND OTHER IMPERIAL SERVICES. 

891. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what are the exceptional cases ** that are contemplated in the 
proviso to rule (8) of the Rules for the I. C. S. examination or any 
other Imperial Service examinations, for which it is so provided V 

(h) Will Government be pleased also to state how many candidates 
have hitherto been admitted under the said proviso and what were their 
educational qualifications ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar . (a) Cases in which there are in 
the opinion of the Local Government and the Public Service Commis- 
sion adequate reasons for giving a candidate the benefit of the exception 
provided by the rule. 

(b) Two ; one to the Indian Audit and Accounts Service examina- 
tion and one to the Indian Police Service examination- A statement 
.showing their educational qualifications is placed on the table : 

Candidate for the Indian Audit and Accounts Service — 

Passed — 

1. Government Diploma Examination in Accountancy. 

2. Advanced test in Book-keeping, Banking and Method of Machinery and Busi- 

ness of the London Chamber of Commerce. 

3. Advanced Accountjincy test of the National Union of Teachers, liondon. 
Candidate for the Indian Police Service — 

1. Passed Matriculation Examination (Punjab University). 

2. Stuflied at the Royal Indian Military College, Dehra Dun, 

3. Obtained two years' training at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. 
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Appointment op Muslims as Superintendents in certain Offices. 

892, *Mftulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will Government 
please state the number of Muslim Superintendents in the followiner 
offices ? 

1. Director General, Indian Medical Service. 

2. Director, Public Information Bureau. 

3. Director, Intelligence Bureau, Home Department. 

4. Director General of Archaeology. 

5. Central Board of Revenue. 

(6"' Are there no Muslims in these offices who could be appointed as 
Superintendents on the retirement of existing members on account of 
impending retrenchment ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the posts of Superintendents in these offices have 
been held by non-Muslims for the last half a century or so ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the claims o£ Muslims in 
filling the posts of Superintendents in these offices when they fall vacant 
and thus redress the longstanding grievances of the Muslims ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (a) There are no Muslim Super- 
intendents at present in the offices mentioned. 

(b) I am informed that there are no Muslim assistants in these offices 
sufficiently senior to be selected at the moment for promotion to tlie post 
of Superintendent. 

(c) No. 

(d) The claims of candidates for promotion to the post of Superin- 
tendent live invariably considered on their merits. 

Representation of various Communities in Appointments of Executive 
Engineers in the Delhi P. W. D. 

893. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the percentage 
of Sikhs and Christians is higher than that of Hindus and Muslims in 
the permanent cadre of Executive Engineers in the Delhi P. W. D. ? If 
so, will Government kindly give reasons for this ? 

(b) Will Government kindly state the respective nuiiiher of Hindu, 
Muslim, Sikh and Christian Engineers permanently appointed in the Delhi 
P. W. D. in 1930 to work as Executive Engineers, with their percentage to 
the total in each case f 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (It is assumed that the information asked for 
in questions Nos. 893 — 896 is in respect of the Central Public Works De- 
partment and not the Delhi Public Works Department alone as the latter 
forms part of the Central Public Works Department and is not a separate 
organization. With this remark, the answers are as follows) : 

(a) Yes, it is so at present. The reason is that officers already 
in the Department had prior claims to permanent appoint- 
ment as Executive Engineers in the Department in prefer- 
ence to any others who might have been eligible for such 
appointment. 
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(5) Hindu 
Muslim 
Sikhs 

Christians (European) 


1 16.67 per cent. 

1 16.67 per cent. 

2 33.33 per cent. 

2 33.33 per cent. 


Executive Engineers appointed to the Delhi P./W. D. 

894. *Mr M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that the Engineers, who 
were permanently appointed in the Delhi P. W. D. to work as Executive 
Engineers, were on deputation in the Delhi P. W. D. ? If so, will Govern- 
ment kindly state what rank they were holding before permanency in the 
Delhi P. W. D. t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Yes. They were all holding the rank of Execu- 
tive Engineer, four of them permanently and two of them temporarily. 
The permanent rank of the latter two was that of Assistant Engineer. 


Executive Engineers appointed to the Delhi P. W. D. 

896. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that some of the En- 
gineers, who are permanently appointed in the Delhi P. W. D. have not 
passed the recognised Civil Engineer’s examination ; if so, will Govern- 
ment kindly state the reasons for appointing such men as Executive En- 
gineers in the Central P. W. D., Delhi f 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Yes, two of the officers concerned have not passed 
the Civil Engineer’s examination but they passed the Upper Subordi- 
nate’s examination. They have been appointed as Executive Engineers 
on account of their long experience of the work in the Department, 
coupled with their seniority and fitness for holding such rank. 

Executive Engineers appointed to the Delhi P. W. D. 

896* *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that some Engineers of 
recognised qualification, who are serving in the Delhi P. W. D. as .Executive 
Engineers are not brought into the permanent cadre ? If so, will Govern- 
ment kindly slate their names and give reasons of preferring the men of 
lower (jualification for permanent cadre in presence of those of higher 
qualification f 

m. J. A. ShUlidy : Yes. The names of such officers are Messrs. 
Wazir Dayal and S. P. Bett, The reasons have already been given in 
reply to questions Nos. 893 (o) and 895. 

Examinations for Appointment op Subordinates in the Delhi Public 

Works Department. 

897. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that a professional 
departmental examination for the posts of subordinates took place in the 
Delhi P. W. D. in 1930 f 

(5) Is it a fact that Executive Engineers of the Delhi P. W. D. were 
informed of the said departmental examination under Circular Memo- 
randum No. 01412|E., dated 6th May, 1930 t 
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(c) Has this examination been allowed by the Public Service CommiSf- 
sion or the Government of India f 

(d) What are the names of the examiners with their designations f 

(e) What is the total amount of the honorarium paid to examiners 
and from which fund ¥ 

(/) What is the total number of candidates who appeared in the 
examination f 

(g) For how many days the examination was held f 

(h) How many candidates were outsiders and how many belonging 
to the Department 1 

(i) WTiat are the rules and regulations for candidates to appear in 
this examination f What educational and technical qualifications are re- 
quired for this examination ¥ 

(j) What was the respective number of candidates of different com- 
munities who appeared in the said examination ¥ 

(fc) How many candidates passed the examination and to which com- 
munity they belong ¥ 

(l) What are the educational and technical qualifications of passed 
candidates ¥ 

(m) Are the passed candidates given the posts of subordinates ¥ 

(n) Have Government considered the question of conducting the 
examination through the Engineering College, Roorkee ¥ If not, why not ¥ 

(o) What is the number of qualified registered candidates from re- 
cognised colleges for the posts of subordinates in the Delhi P. W. D. ¥ 

(p) Have all of them been provided with some job ¥ 

(q) Why were the vacancies not advertised for public information to 
get duly qualified candidates of recognised colleges ¥ 

(r) How many candidates were residents of the Delhi Province in 
the said departmental examination ¥ 

(s) Has the said examination taken place this year too ? Have all 
the candidates, who sat in the examination, passed ¥ 

(t) Has the said examination ever been held in the Delhi P. W. D. 
before 1930 ; if not, why was such an examination devised in the Delhi 
P. W. D. in 1930 ¥ 

Mr. J. A. BhiUldy : (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, on the 16th May, 1930. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. 

id) Mr. F. T. Jones, C.I.E., M.V.O., Superintending Engineer. 

Sardar Bahadur Teja Singh Malik, C.I.E., Superintending Engineer. 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Solaiman, Executive Engineer. Mr. G. B. 
Davidson, Assistant Accounts Officer. Mr. R. T. Macclesfield, Quantity 
Surveyor. 

(e) Rs. j 74 — ^against office contingweies. 
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(/) Nineteen. 

{g) Three days. 

(/i) Outsider one. Departmental 18. 

(i) The reply to the first part of the question is that the examination 
was of)en to all work charged men of not less than five years' approved 
service in the Delhi Public Works Department. The reply to the second 
part is that a Subordinate who desired to be examined should apply 
through his immediate superior for admission to the examination. This 
application should be accompanied by a report on his fitness to be exa- 
mined by a Divisional Officer under whom he is serving. 

(j) Muslims 8. 

Hindus 6. 

Sikhs 5. 

(k) Four i)asscd — Namely, one Muslim and three Sikhs. 

{1) Bluigwant Singh — Matriculate and Overseer from Civil Engineer- 
ing (JoHege, Ludhiana, and practical experience i]i the work charged 
establishment in the Delhi Public Works Department for about three years. 

Badruddin — Intermediate Arts, work charged service experience in 
Delhi Public Works Department since 1921. 

Nahar Singh. —Studied up to Matric, work charged service in the 
Delhi Public Works Department since 1920. 

Labh Singh — ^Matriculate. Passed Sub-Engineers class from Hewett 
Engineering School, Lucknow, work charged service in Delhi Public 
Works Department since 1924. 

(m) Three were appointed to temporary posts. One is now being 
discharged owing to reduction of establishment. 

(n) No. This was only a Departmental test. 

(o) The names of 32 qualified candidates have been registered since 

1928. 

(p) Two only. 

(q) As the examination was one of a purely departmental nature, it 
was not considered necessary to advertise it. 

(r) The information is not readily available. 

(s) The reply to both the parts is in the affirmative. 

(J) The reply to the first part is in the negative. The examination 
was introduced by the Chief Engineer to help him to decide who should 
receive promotion. 

Temporary Subordinates appointed to the Delhi Public Works 

Department. 

898. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government kindly state 
how many temporary subordinates were appointed in the Delhi P. W. D. 
during the years 19M and 1930 t 
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(6) Is it a fact that all the temporary subordinates, who were appoint- 
ed in the regular establishment of the Delhi P. W. D. in 1929 and 1930, 
were ordered to appear in the departmental examination of subordinates 
held in 1930 in the Delhi P. W. D. ? If not, how many men were exempted 
from the examination ? What are their educational and technical quali- 
fications ? What are the reasons for exempting them from the examina- 
tion ? What is the past experience of these men ? What pay were they 
given at the time of appointment ? What is the starting pay for a new 
subordinate in the Delhi P. W. D. ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Eighteen including two officiating appoint- 
ments. 

(d) Yes, those who were recruited from the work charged establish- 
ment and excluding those who had acquired degrees from recognised 
institutions. 

Only one was exempted and his qualifications are : Matriculate. 

Overseer from the Ludhiana Civil Engineering School. 

Practical training for wood seasoning at the Forest Research Insti- 
tute, Dehra Dun. 

The reason for exempting him was that his work was entirely of a 
different character from that of the members of the Subordinate Engi- 
neering Service in the general line. His duties are confined only to 
wood work activities for which he has received a practical training from 
the Forest Research Institute. His past experience was work charged ser- 
vice in the Department since 1920. He vvns given a pay of Rs. 192 per 
mensem on appointment. The starting pay for a new subordinate in 
the Central Public Works Department is Rs. 80 in the grade of Rs. 80 — 7 
—255. 

Temporary Subordinates appointed to the Delhi Public Works 

Department. 

899. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that the work-charged 
people wIjo were brought into the rt^gular establishment of temporary sub- 
ordinates in the Delhi P. W. D. before 1929 were not ordered to appear in 
the said departmental examination ? If so, will Government kindly state 
when those temporary subordinates will be i*xamined ; if not. why not t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The reply to the first part of the question is in 
the affirmative. As to the second part the reply is in the negative. 

The decision to institute tliis examination was only made in 1929. 


Delhi Public Works Department Examination for Engineers. 

900. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government kindly state 
whether any departmental examination mil be held in the Delhi P. W. D. 
this year for the post of Engineers ; if so, when, and if not, why not 1 

Mr. J. A, ShUlidy : The reply to the first part of the question is 
in the negative. As to the second part, reductions are being made 
and the prospects of any fresh recruitment in the near future are re- 
mote. 
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Expenditure for Electric Charges for the Delhi Civil Lines 
Post Office. 

901. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : {a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the total amount spent on account of electric charges for the Delhi 
Civil Lines Post OflBce, by the Postal Department during the last three 
years and the amount spent during the preceding three years ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons for any abnormal 
increase in the charges incurred during the last three years ? 

(e) What action do Government propose to take to save them from 
such increases in future ‘f 

Sir Hubert Sams : It is regretted that the information is not avail- 
able and could not easily be collected. 

Charges against Mr. J. C. O’Loughlin, Postmaster, Delhi. 

902. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state in detail the charges which resulted in the degradation and transfer 
of Mr. J. C. O’Louglilin, Postmaster, Delhi, as Assistant Postmaster, Bom- 
bay t 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state what action they have taken 
or propose to take against the persons who helped Mr. O^LougLlin in his 
irregular actions ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Government do not consider that any useful 
purpose would be served by furnishing the information asked for. 

(6) Government have no information. The matter is within the 
competence of the Postmaster General. 

Motor Mail Mileage of the Delhi Post Office. 

903. •Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the records show the extra motor mail mileage in the 
Delhi Post Office ? 

(b) Will Government say in whose custody and instructions and under 
whom the record of the extra motor mail mileage in the Delhi Post Office 
is kept f 

(c) Is it a fact that the cost of petrol used by Mr. O'Loughlin, the late 
Postmaster of Delhi, for his and for trips of certain officials, was made good 
out of this extra mileage ? 

(d) Do Government propose to inquire into the matter ? 

Sir Hubert Sams ; Enquiries are being made and the information 
asked for by the Honourable Member will be sent to him separately. 

Rent for Government Quarters paid by Clerks in Simla and Delhi 

DURING THE MoNTHS OP ApRIL AND OCTOBER. 

904. ♦Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : (a) Is it a fact that clerks Qf 

attached and subordinate offices who are provided with Government 
quar^rs at Simla are required to pay full rent during the months of April 
and October every year in addition to the redt of quarters at Delhi, though 
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there have been overlapping periods in these months on account of the 
move of their offices ? 

(b) Is it a fact that officers who are availing themselves the same 
privileges are only paying actual rent for Government buildings during 
the months of April and October (from the date of their occupation in 
Simla quarters to date of vacation or from the date of opening and closing 
of their offices whichever is earUer) and are thus given the advantage of the 
move of their departments f 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (6) above are in the affirmative, 
will Government please give reasons for the differential treatment meted 
out to clerks ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that repeated representations to Government on 
the subject to remove this distinction and to refund the extra rent recovered 
to the individuals concerned have been turned down ? 

(e) If the answer to part (d) above is in the affirmative, are Gov- 
ernment prepared to give reconsideration to their decision and take early 
steps to refund the excess rent recovered from clerks ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : I am examining the point raised by the Honour- 
able Member and will communicate the result to him in due course. 

Abolition of the Separation Allowance of the Government of India 

Secretariat Staff. 

905. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India are contemplating to abolish the separation allowance of the Secre- 
tariat staff, altogether i 

(b) What is this allowance and when and why was it sanctioned 1 
Have the grou»id&, on which it was grant(3d, ceased to exist or are they 
stili in existence ? 

(c) Has the allowance been generally availed of by the low paid staff 
of the Secretariat who fail to get Government quarters in New Delhi t 

(J) Do Government propose to fix a minimum standard of pay of 
an individual, below which the pay and allowance of any servant, grant- 
ed before the war when the prices were at par with the present prices, 
should not be reduced ? If not, why not ! 

(e) If the answers to parts (a) and (c) be in the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propose to let this allowance stand as it is ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a), (b) and (e). I would 
refer the Honourable Member to tihe reply given by me on the 17th Sep- 
tember, 1931, to parts (a) (i), (e) and (/) of Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim’s un- 
starred question No. 70. 

(c) I am unable to give any definite reply without detailed investi- 
gation which would involve a great deal of time and labour. 

(d) I am afraid the suggestion has not yet been considered. 

Conveyance Allowance granted to the Staff of the Government 
India Secretariat at Delhi. 

900. *Bhai Parma Nand ; (a) Will Government pleased to 
state what is the rate of conveyance allowance granted to the staff of the 
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Government of India while at Delhi f Why and for what purpose was it 
sanctioned ? 

(6) Do Government contemplate to reduce this allowance in the case of 
the low paid clerks as well as in the case of high salaried officers also ? 
If so, what is the percentage of reduction of this allowance in the case of 
both ? 

(c) Have Government considered the question as to whether this 
allowance is really necessary in the case of gazetted officers drawing 
handsome salaries ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : {a) Conveyance allowance is 
granted to those who apply for, but are not provided with accommoda- 
tion, at or near the place of their work. It is meant to compensate for 
the expense entailed in transporting an officer to office from a distance. 
The rate was Es. 32 but has recently been reduced to Es. 28 for those 
drawing less than Es. 500 per mensem. For those drawing more than 
that amount the rate was Es. 100 which has been reduced to Bs. 50 ptr 
mensem. 

(b) and (c). In connection with the general economy campaign the 
feasibility of further reducing this allowance is under consideration. 

Pay and Allowances of I. C. S. Officers. 

907. '^Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Government be ploas^ed to 
state what is the time-scale of pay of the I. C. S. officers ? 

(i) What allowances are admissible to officers of the I. C. S. — ^both 
Indians and Europeans — as also the concessions enjoyed by them under 
the Lee Commission’s recommendations ? 

(c) What were the grounds for which these concessions were 
allowed ? Hfive not those grounds since disappeared ? If so, do f4ov- 
ernment propose to withdraw the allowances and make a poi'centage 
cut in their salaries t 

(d) What special allowances or special pays are attached to the posts 
of Secretaries, Joint, Deputy and Under Secretaries in the various Depart- 
ments of the Government of India Secretariat t 

(e) Is there any special reason for continuing these allowances when 
the allowances of subordinate statf arc being curtailed ? 

(/) Do Government contemplate to abolish these special pays ? If 
not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (r/) I would refer the Honour- 
able Member to Schedule T to the Superior Civil Services Eules, a eoi)y 
of which will be found in the Library. 

(6) Government have no information as regards the allowances 
granted to Indian Civil Service officers by Local Governments under 
their own powers. In regard to the main Lee concessions, I would refer 
the Honourable Member to Eules 4, 8 and 12 of the Superior Civil Ser- 
vices Eules and Eule 45-A of the Fundamental Eules. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to Chapters VI and VTI of 
the Eeport of the Lee Commission. 
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(d) Secretaries and Joint Secretaries to the Government of India 
do not receive any special pay in addition to the fixed pay of Rs. 4,000 
and Rs. 3,000 a month respectively. Indian Civil Service Deputy Sec- 
retaries and Under Secretaries to the Government of India draw a 
special pay of Rs. 400 and Rs. 300 a month respectively in addition to 
grade pay subject to a maximum in the former case of Rs. 2,250 in aU, 
exclusive of overseas pay. 

(e) and (/). An examination of the pay of all posts carrying a 
special rate of pay in the Government of India Secretariat is being car- 
ried out in connection with the present retrenchment campaign. 

t908— 913. 


ApPOIXTMKNT of MuSLIM.S IX RaILW.'.'- Skrvices. 

914. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar All : (a) With reference to the state- 
ment made by the llon’ble Sir George Rainy on the floor of this House in 
the last Delhi Session to the effect that special measures will have to be 
adopted by the Railway Department to give the Muslims their due share 
of Government services, will Government be pleased to state what special 
measures were actually adopted by the Railway Administration and with 
what result ? 

(6) What instructions were issued to the two Muslim Deputy Ageuts, 
specially deputed for the purpose of safeguarding the interests of Muslims 
when recruitments are made for various branches of Railway Services and 
the extent to which the interests were actually safeguarded ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) Recruitment on railways has been prac- 
tically suspended since the last Delhi Session, but action has been taken 
by the Railway Department to implement the undertaking given in order 
to pave the way for securing to Muslims a fair share of representation 
in the railway services when normal recruitment is resumed. 

(6) Of the officers mentioned by the Honourable Member, one was a 
Muslim and the other a Sikh. Their instructions were : 

(i) to visit the headquarters of Railway Administrations and 
also places on the State-managed Railways and offices under 
the Railway Board and Financial Commissioner of Railways 
where recruitment or promotions of non-gazetted employees 
are made and to observe the manner in which these matters 
are conducted and also the practical application of the rules 
relating to the training of the subordinate staff, 

(ii) to advise and assist the Agents and other controlling auflio- 
rities in the instruction of such arrangements as may be 
necessary to secure the fullest compliance with the policy 
of Government regarding the adequate representation of 
Muslims and other minority communities in the various 
classes of non-gazetted establishments, and 

(m) to report on these matters to the Railway Board. 


t These questions were withdrawn by the questioners. 
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Hindu and Muhammadan Besebve Clerks in the Caloutta General 

Post Office. 

915. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar All : (a) In how many places did 

the reserve clerks named Zahur Ahmad, B.A., Mokulesur Kahman, B.A., 
Jittar Rahman, B.A., Waziullah Majumdar, B.A., Zulfikar Ali, B.A., of the 
Calcutta General Post Office, work during the last two years 1 

(6) In how many places did the reserve clerks named Makham Lai 
Ganguly, Prayagdeb Gangulj', Tarak Chandra Chatterjee and Ilarendra 
Nath Bose of Calcutta General Post Office work during the last two 
years ? 

(c) Is it a fact that whenever a Muhammadan reserve clerk is put 
in the Correspondence Department, Babu Sailendra Nath Banerjec, the 
Office Superintendent takes the earliest possible opportunity to relieve him 
from the Correspondence Department ? 

{d) Is it a fact that the reserve clerks mentioned in part (ft) are 
never relieved from the Correspondence Department ? 

(a) Is it a fact that the reserve clerks mentioned in part (b) have 
been placed to work in some important places of the Correspondence 
Department permanently, removing the permanent incumbents from those 
places T 

(/) Is it a fact that a Reserve Clerk has to learn all sorts of executive 
work during his reserve period ? 

{g) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, are 
Government prepared to take steps against the Office Superintendent and 
relieve the Reserve Clerks mentioned in part (6) from the Correspondence 
Department so that they may learn work of all the Departments of the 
Post Office T 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) to (a). Government have no information. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) The matter is within the competence of the Postmaster General^ 
to whom a copy of the question is being sent. 

Appointment of Typists in Government of India Departments. 

916. *Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Are Government aware that the candi- 
dates who passed in the last competitive examination of the Public Service 
Oommission in the third Division cannot lype even from typewritten 
matter T 

(6) Is it a fact that the abovementioned candidates have been pro- 
vided with appointments before their typing examination was held 1 

(c) If the answer to parts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, 
do Government propose not to appoint them before they pass the typing 
test 1 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) No. 

(b) Candidates are appointed subject to their passing a test in 
typing as soon a.^ this Can be arranged. Some of those so appointed 
have failed in that test. 
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(e) I will enquire from the Pnblie Service Commission whether it 
could be arranged to hold the typing test at the same time as the 
written examination. 

Appointment op Typists in Government of India Departments, 

917. ♦!&. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the 
percentage of unpassed candidates replaced by the passed candidates in 
each department and the number of years Government service these un- 
passed candidates have f 

(6) Is it a fact that in certain offices of the Government of India the 
percentage of replacement made is much higher than in other offices ? If 
so, why ? 

(c) Do Government propose to have a uniform percentage of replace- 
ment made in each ofSce ? 

(d) Are Government aware that almost all the unpassed candidates 
are being replaced in Headquarters, Eoyal Air Force, whereas no replace- 
ment at all is made in the Medical Directorate ? Is it a fact that in the 
Indian Stores Department they have appointed about 12 unpassed men 
against 40 vacancies t If so, why in the Royal Air Force Headquarters 
are all the unpassed men being served with notices f 

(c) Is it a fact that 12 candidates appeared at the typing test held 
on the 29th August, 1931 ? If so, will Government be pleased to state the 
names of the candidates and the number of words per minute each of the 
candidates have typed in that test t 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the number of candidates 
amongst those 12 who were successful at the typing test ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (a) and (h). The information 
is not readily available as the labour involved in collecting it would 
not be commensurate with the results obtained. 

(c) No. The rules regarding the recruitment to the clerical staff 
of the Government of India Secretariat and attached offices, lay down 
that permanent posts should not be filled by unqualified men except 
temporarily when no qualified candidates are available. 

(d) Under the orders relating to recruitment, permanent vacancies 
are to be filled by qualified candidates or those specially exempted by the 
Public Service Commission. In pursuance of these orders the Royal 
Air Force and the Medical Directorate are replacing their unqualified 
candidates by qualified ones. In the Indian Stores Department no un- 
passed clerks are at the moment employed against permanent vacancies. 

(e) The reply to the first portion is in the affirmative. I am not 
prepared to furnish the names. 

(/) Three. 

Articles in the “Muslim Outlook” about Kashmir. 

918. *Mr. 8. 0. Uitra : (a) Has the attention of Governiiitmt been 
drawn to a series of articles in the Muslim Outlook of Lahore regarding 
the Indian State of Kashmir t 
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(&) Have Government taken legal opinion or do they propose to take 
such oi)inion as to whether these articles contravene the provisious of the 
Princes Protection Act ? 

Mr. E. B. Howell : {a) Yes. 

(h) No. 


Articles in the “ Statesman ” about Kashmir. 

919. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Has the attention of Government been drawn 
to a series of articles and communications from special correspondents 
in the Statesman on the subject of the internal administration of Kashmir 
State and have they taken legal opinion on those articles as to how far they 
are calculated to bring the administration of Kashmir into contempt and 
offend against the provisions of the Princes Protection Act ? 

Mr. E. B. Hovrell : Tlie answer to the first part of the question is in 
the negative. The second part does not therefore arise. 

Mr. Oa^ Prasad Singh : Was not the Statesman allowed to carry 
on its nefarious propaganda against Kashmir on the eve of the Bound 
Table Conference to show that communal trouble was not confined to British 
India alone i 

Mr. E. B. Howell : I have no information on the point. 

Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh : Why was no action taken against this 
offending journal under the Princes Protection Act ? 

Mr. E. B. Howell : I must invoke your protection, Sir, on the 
strength of Rule 8 (w) of the Rules, in which it is laid down that no 
question ‘ shall be asked in regard to any matter affecting the relations 
of any Prince or Chief under the suzerainty of Ilis Majesty with His 
Majesty’s Government or the Governor General in Council ’. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member knows that the Chair took 
a great deal of care in admitting the question. It was admitted in spite of 
the Rule to which the Honourable Member has drawn attention on the 
ground that the question relates to an Act of the Indian Legislature. 
The Chair holds that Honourable Members arc entitled to ask questions 
in regard to legislation which stands on the Indian Statute Book. That 
being so, any supplementary questions which deal directly with that 
legislation are admissible. If any questions are asked which come with- 
in the purview of the Rule to which the attention of the Chair has been 
drawn by the Honourable Member, they will be disallowed^ 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I have an answer to my question ? 

Mr. E. B. Howell : I have already said that I have no information 
on the subject. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : May 1 ask the Honourable Member to explain 
to what propaganda the supplementary question refers ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the Honourable Member refer to the 
files of his own paper t My next question is why was not the provision 
of the Princes Protection Act invoked against the Statesman t 

Mr. E. B. Howell ; The Ruler of the State did not ask for the appli- 
cation of the measure. 
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Mr. Arthur Moore : May I ask what is the Honourable Member re- 
ferring to, in respect of which this Act has to be invoked t 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I am not here to answer questions put by 
Mr. Moore. 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member put such supplemen- 
tary questions as will help him to obtain from the Member in charge 
such information as will elucidate his point t 

Mr. Arthur Moore : May I ask the Honourable Member who is ask- 
ing supplementary questions to elucidate his question ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : It is for the member of the Government 
to say whether the question is sufficiently clear or not. I was 
going to ask another question. Is it provided in the Princes’ Protection 
Act that the Buler of the State must have to apply, before action is taken 
against the offending journal t 

Mr. E. B. Howell : I believe not, Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Then may I know why the Government 

oi India did not of its own accord proceed against the offending jour- 
nal ? 

Mr. E. B. Howell : Because it was not asked for. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it mentioned in the Princes’ Protection 
Act that, before action is taken against an offending journal, the Ruler 
of the State miist ask for action to be taken ? 

Mr. Arthur Moore : May 1 ask the question, has the journal 
offended ” t 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I may perhaps reply, Sir, to 
the question put by the Honourable Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. 1 should 
Kay this, that the Honourable Member is assuming that Government 
admit that there were grounds for proceeding under the Act. The Gov- 
ernment of India have made no such admission. (Loud Applause.) 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Did the Government of India take legal 
opinion on the subject of the articles that appeared in the Statesman 
relating to the internal administration of Eas^ir t It not, why not t 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : That is a question of Avhich the 
Honourable Member should give notice. 

Mr. Gajra Prasad Singh : That is a fine way of getting out of an 
inconvenient position. 

Muslim Agitation against thb ELashmir State. 

920. *Mr. B. Das (on behalf of Bhai Parma Nand) : Will Qovem- 
nient be pleased to state : 

(a) whether they are aware of the agitation which is being carried 
on by a section of the Muslim Press and of the Mussalman 
community against the Kashmir State in various parts of 
British India : 

L241LAD B 
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(b) \vhether they are aware that this agitation originated in the 

Punjab ; and 

(c) whether Qovemmcnt propose to exercise their powers under 

the Princes’ Protection Act t 

Hr. E. B. Howell : (a) I have seen articles in the Press on the aub- 

ject, 

(ft) The Government of India have no information. 

(c) No. 

Articles in the “ Statesman ” about Kashmir. 

921. *Bai Bahadur Sukhraj Bai : (a) Will Government he pleased 
to state whether they are aware of the prop^anda carried on by the 
Statesman for the last few weeks against tlie Hindus and nationalist Press 
in general 1 

(b) If so, what action has been taken by them against the paper t 

(c) Are Government aware that this paper has opened its columns 
to a {(ystematic campaign against the Hindu Midiarajah of Kashmir f- If 
BO, why has not the Princes’ Protection Act been used against it 1 

Mr. E. B. Howell : (a) Government are not aware of any article.^ 
which have appeared in the journal mentioned that exceed the bounds 
of reasonable criticism. 

(b) Government have taken no action. 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is in the negative 
and the second part does not arise. 

The Principle op “ Divide and Rule ”. 

922. ’''Mr. B. N. Misra (on behalf of Mr. A. Hoon) : (a) Are Govern- 
ment aware of the fact that in a Despatch, dated the 14th May, IS.®)!), Lord 
Elphinston, Governor of Bombay, in a Minute wrote “ Divide Et Impera 
was the old Roman motto and it should be ours ” 1 

(b) Arc Government prepared to say that this motto is not followed 
by them now in carrying on the administration of this country t 

(c) Are Government aware of the fact that it has been declared 
publicly in newspapers and on the platform in India that the basic 
principle of administration in India is divide and rule f 

(d) If so, will Government .state why they have not taken any action 
against any one for making such an allegation 1 

(e) If the answer to part (c) is in the negative, will Government 
please say if they have got a Department whose duty it is to report all 
such matters, if they appear in any newspaper t 

The HiHioarRble Sir James Orerar : (a) I have failed to trace the 
Minute to which the Honourable Member refers. 

(b) I can say most emphatically that the principle is not followed. 

(c) , (d) and (e). The allegation is sometimes made. The question 
as to whether such an allegation Avould be actionable depends on tlie 
context in which it is made. Even it were actionable, it would be con- 
trary to the policy of Government to file a prosecution under section 
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124-A, of the Indian Penal Code unless they regarded the conSSquenees 
of such an allegation as serious. This, of course, would not ordinarily be 
the case. 

Meters attached to Clerks’ Quarters at Phagli, Simla. 

923. *Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the total cost of the meters attached to the quarters in 
Phagli 1 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state from whom these meters 
were purchased by the officers of the Public Works Department t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Ks. 11,061. 

(b) Messrs. Balmer Lawrie and Company, Calcutta. 

The Burma Rebellion. 

924. *Bai Bahadur Sukhraj Bai : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state what are the direct and the indirect causes that led to the recent 
armed rebellion in Burma t 

(b) What is the approximate number of lives, Indian and Burman, 
that were lost in the rebellion f What were the casualties on the part of 
the military forces that were sent to quell the rebellion in Burma f 

(e) What is the estimate of the damage to property occasioned by the 
rebellion t 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : 1 would invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to parts (a) and (6) of the answer given by me to 
Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah’s question No. 505 on the 17th September. 
As regards casualties among the military forces, I would refer to the 
reply given by the Army Secretary to part (a) of Mr. Raiiga Iyer s 
starred question No. 651. 

Muslim and Non-Brahmin Appointments in the Central Postal Circle. 

925. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to an article, “ Dignified Support of a Broad-minded 
Hindu ”, which appeared on pages 22 and 23 of the Postal Advocate, Delhi. 
August, 1931 issue t 

(b) Arc Government aware that the Muslims and non-Brahmins who 
belong to the minority community in the Central Postal Circle are very 
badly treated there ? 

(o) Do Government propose to take any action in the matter t 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Government have seen the article. 

(b) Government are not aw^are that the case is as stated. 

(c) The matter will be looked into. 

t926. 


tThis qiieation iraa withdrawn by the questioner. 
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Population of the Depressed Classes in tabious Pbovinoes. 

927. ’"Rao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : Will Govemment be pleased to 
state tlie population of the depressed classes in the various provinees in 
India according to the latest census T 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : The figures are not yet avail- 
able. 

Bepbesentation of Depressed Classes in certain Offices in Madras. 

928. "'Bao Bahadur M. C. Bajah : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state either the number or the percentage of depressed classes repre- 
sentation in the following offices in Madras : — ^in the superior, subordinate 
and menial grades ? — 

(1) the Accountant General's Office, 

(2) the Currency Office, 

(3) the General Post Office, 

(4) the Post Master General’s Office, 

(5) the Office of the Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, 

(6) the Office of the Commissioner of Income-tax, and 

(7) the various Post Offices in the city of Madras. 

(J) What steps, if any, have Government taken so far, to recruit 
depressed classes in these offices f 

(o) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to give the 
depressed classes, a minority community, their due share of representation 
in these offices ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The information is being 
collected and will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due 
course. 


BEORXnTMENT OF DEPRESSED CLASSES IN 'MADRAS POST OFFICES. 

929. '"Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : Will Government be pleased te 
state : 

(<i> how mi^ persons belonging to the depressed classes have been 
recruited in the Madras General Post Office during the last 
six months, in the subordinate and in the menial grades ; 
and 

(b) how many in the Madras Town Sub-Post Offices in the sub- 
ordinate and in the menial grades t 

Sir Hubert Sams : The information is being compiled and will be 
furnished to the Honourable Member separately. • 

Becbuithent of Depressed Classes in Post Offices. 

9S0. "Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(o) if the Inspectors of Post Offices have been instructed to enter- 
tain men of the depressed classes as attenders, pa<^ers, mail 
peons, etc.; 



QUBSTTONS ANfe AirsWBBS. d86 

(6) if doj h&Yr many hive been ehteritaitied theSoi dtcriiig the last 
six months ; and 

(c) what is the total number of depressed classes candidates on 
their waiting lists t 

Sir Hubert Sams : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos* 930 and 931 together. 

In the new rules issued by me on the 16th April, 1931, for the re- 
cruitment of boy peons and inferior servants in all branches of the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department and for their promotion to su}»erior 
non-clerical posts, it is laid down that in making recruitment due regard 
should be paid by the respective appointing officers, among whom arq 
included Inspectors of post offices, to the claims of the various comi* 
munities residing in the officers^ jurisdictions and that the principles to 
be followed in this connection should be those laid down by the Gof« 
emment of India for the adjustment of communal inequalities in clerical 
establishments, namely, by the reservation of one-third of permanent 
vacancies for the purpose. 

Depressed classes are covered by those orders. 

It is'presumed that the appointing officers are carrying out the 
rules referred to above, which are specific ones. The results under 
those rules will be revealed in the reports made for the purpose of the 
annual reports, after March, 1932, the rules having been issued in Aprilf 
1931, as already stated. 

RfiCRUfTMENT OF DEPRESSED CLASSES IN PoST OFFICES. 

t931. *Bao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

{a) if definite instructions have been given to the Inspectors of 
Post Offices regarding the recruitment of depressed classes 
as boy messengers, etc.; and 

(6) if so, what steps have been taken by them in the matter ? 

Conflicting Rulings on the Law op Attachment. 

932. *Lala Hari Raj Swamp (on behalf of Mr. S. G. Jog) : 
(a) Are Government aware that different High Courts have given different 
rulings on the point Avhether an attachment before judgment ceases as 
soon as the first application for execution is dismissed ? 

(6) Are Government aware that the Allahabad and Calcutta High 
Courts have taken one view and the Bombay and Madras High Courts a 
different view ? 

(c) Are Government aware that an anomalous position has been 
created by such conflicting vie^vs ? 

(d) Do Government propose to take steps to make the law^ clear 

by amending the Civil Procedure Code or by adding an explanation to 
Order XXI, Rule 57 t t 

fFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 930. 
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'Hm Boaomilkte lir JaniM Onnur : (a) and (8). Toa / 

(e) and (d). Qovenunent are aware of the eon|Betin|r deeiuona but 
they do not propose to take any action as the High Courts are com- 
petent under section 122 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, to make 
rules to annul, alter or add to all or any of the rules in the First Schedule 
to Ute Code. 


Simla Timk and Stamdard Time. 

988. ^Mr. B. Das (on behalf of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt) : Is it a fact 
that the local time at Simla is far behind the standard time f If so, what 
il :1ifae difference between tiiese two 1 

Ilf. S. A. ’Bllillldy : The time locally observed in Simla is standard 
tlkA (Latt|(bter.) 

l^lSATMkMT OF ImtERMBDIATE ClASS PAf^EMGERS AT HaRDWAB RaIlWaIT 

Station. 

934. *!&. E. P. Thampan (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) : 
(a) Is it a fact that Intermediate class passengers are not allowed access 
to the railway station platform at Hardwar before the arrival of the trains 
at all but are kept in a fenced area and are only allowed to come on to the 
platform after the arrival of trains f 

(8) Is such treatment meted out to Intermediate class passei^rs 
eai4ny other railway station and on any other railway line ? If not, 'Whst 
is the justification for this treatment on this particular railway station 
where large numbers of Hindus of all classes of society go for pilgrimage T 

Bfr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (8). Government haVe no informa- 
tion as to the actual practice at Hardwar and other Stations, but they 
understand that the admission of passengers to a station platform beforo 
the arrival of a train is regulated according to local conditions. 

Duty on Chinese Tea. 

986. *Mr. K. P. Thampan (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal) : 
(a) Have Government remitted the duty on Chinese tea which is imported 
into Afghanistan from Bombay f 

(8) Are Government aware that such remission of duty has ad- 
tersely affected the tea industry in India generally and in the Punjab in 
particular f 

(e) Have Government considered the desirability of reimposing this 
duty t 

Uu Honourable Sir Ooorge Rainy : (a) A refund of Indian im- 
port duties is allowed on all goods imported into India and re-exported 
to Afghanistan. This concession dates from August, 1923. 

(8) No. 

(e) No. 

dlUtOilTBS FAID TO SlENIOR OFFICERS OF THE ImfERUL BaMX OF Iimita. 

*||r. B..Daa (on behalf of Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla) : 
Are Government airare that large amounts, to thd tune of one lakh of 
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ntpees »d over, are given aw^jr by way of fatuities . to the senior ofSeers 
of •the Jmponal Bank <of fndia and that ifiiese amounts are not shown 
.aajnvbene in. the halanee sheet of the Bax^ 1 

The HononnEMe ‘l^orge ’Sihttster : No. 

Gonfbbbnxxb at Paris on the BinvMt Question. 

937. ^Mr. B. Oaa (on behalf of Lala Bamcshwar Prasad Bagla) : 
(,t) Are Government aware that an nnofScial conference of flnancial 
experts is to be held on the 17th September, 1931, at Pari.s under the 
auspices of the International Chamber of Commerce to discuss the silver 
problem ? 

(b) If answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative and if Govern- 
ment have already sent any representation or views on the question, will 
they be pleased to place a copy of the same on the table t 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Sohnster : The attention of the Honour- 
able Member is invited to the reply given by me to Lala Hati Raj 
Swamp ’s starred question No. 828. 

Pay of Clerks in the Secretarut and Attached Offices. 

988. *llr. B. H. Mism : (a) Is it a fact that the i>ay of the First 
and Second Divisions of the clerical establishment of tiie Imperial Secre- 
tariat is Rs. 175—500 and Rs. 100—350 respectively ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the pay of the First Division of Attached Offices 
is Rs. 120—350 t 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no grade for Second Division clerks in 
Attached Offices corresponding to the Second Division of the Secretariat 1 

(d) Is it a fact that clerks in the First and Second Divisions of the 
Secretariat and Attached Offices who are reemited on the results of one 
and the same examination are required to perform almost similar kinds 
of duties ? 

U) Is it a fact that many dei’ks of Attached Offices who are qualified 
for the First and Second Division frequently seek transfer to the Secre- 
tariat t 

(/) Is it a fact that such transfers cau.se dislocation of work in 
Attached Offices ? 

(g) Were any 'recommendations for removing the differentiation in pay 
given to the SeorCtariat and the Attached Offices’ staff by reducing .the 
First and Second Division pay of the Secretariat, by raising the First 
Division pay of the Attached Offices, by introducing a Second Division for 
Attached Offices or by any other means ever made to Government by any 
Attached Office, Staff Selection Board or the Public Service Commission T 

(h) If the reply to part ig) is in the affirmative, will Governmeirt 
please place the papers on the table t 

(t) Are Government prepared to take steps for removing the dis- 
parity t If not why not t 

the JloBOunihle iHr Juaes Orerar : (a) to (c). Yes. 
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(d) No. Government have consistently held that, generally speak* 
ing, the duties of assistants and, clerks in the Secretariat are more 
onerous and a higher standard of work is expected from them than from 
officials of corresponding status in the attached offices. 

(6) Yes. 

(/) I am not aware that any serious dislocation results from such 
transfers. 

(g) Yes. • 

(h) Government are not prepared to lay the papers on the table. 

(i) For the reasons indicated in my reply to part (df) above, the 
reply is in the negative. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : Will it not be more economical to revise the scales 
of pay of the Secretariat and attached offices so as to make the differ- 
ence in pay not so great and invidious as it is now ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I am not prepared to admit, 
Sir, that the distinction is great and invidious. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : And will it not be desirable to remove the dis- 
content among the persons employed in the attached offices ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I do not think that there is 
any great discontent on this point. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that the subject is under the considera- 
tion of the Eetrenchment Committee t 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I understand that that is the 

case. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : Was the Public Service Commission consulted in 
this matter, and is it not the function of the Public Service Commission 
to advise Government in matters of pay, etc., of tlio central services ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I understand, Sir, that they 
have been consulted in the matter. 

Cbeation of an Appointment of Chief Store-Keeper in the Central 
Public Works Department, Delhi. 

939. *Mr. B. N. Misra ; (a) Is it a fact that the Stores of the New 
Delhi Central Public Works Department are now being centralised and 
that a new post for the Chief Store-Keeper has been created at a very 
high rate of pay (t.a., Rs. 900 per mensem) ? 

(ft) Will Government kindly say why the rates of stores are being 
thus enhanced by creating so highly paid an appointment ? Is it a fact 
that all the New Delhi construction works are practically completed t 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy : (a) The reply to the first part of the question is 
in the affirmative and to the second part in the negative. 

(b) No question of the enhancement of stock rates arises. The reply 
to the second part is in the affirmative. 

Non-appointment op an Indian as Chief Stobe-Keepeb in the Centbal 
Public Wobks Department, Delhi. 

940. ^Ifr. B..H. Iffisrs : Will Government kindly give reasons why a 
preference has been given to a European officer by the Central Public 
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Works Department anthorities over a very experienced Indian Btore* 
keeper t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The Honourable Member is referred tb my. 
reply, to part (a) of his question No. 939. 

Fraud in the Central Public Works Horticultural Division, New 

Delhi. 

941. *Mr. B. N. BKisra : Is it a fact that long ago a very serious case 
of fraud of Government money was detected by the Audit in the Central 
Public Works Horticultural Division, New Delhi, which is under a European 
officer ? If the reply is in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state why this fraud case has not been filed in court t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The Honourable Member apparently refers tq| 
the alleged tampering with muster rolls in the Horticultural Division, 
New Delhi, which first came to light in July, 1930. If so, the case is as 
yet under investigation by the police whose report is shortly expected. 

Paucity of Muslim Clerks in Offices of the Central Government. 

942 ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Manlvi 
Badi-nz-Zaman) ; (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a 
scries of articles in the vernacular daily InqUah of Lahore published in the 
last week of June, 1931, regarding the paucity of Muslims in the clerical 
staff of the offices of the Central Government ! 

(6) Is it a fact that the Muslim clerks holding temporary and officiat- 
ing appointments in those offices are being turned out owing to their having 
failed to pass the requisite examinations of the Public Service Commis- 
sion ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to issue a supplementary list of qualified 
Muslims from amongst those who have failed to obtain the prescribed num- 
ber of marks, and pending the issue of such list, do Government propose to 
issue orders for the retention of unqualified Muslims temporarily employed 
in the offices of the Central Government ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : {a) No. 

(6) Under the orders relating to recruitment for the clerical staff 
of the Government of India offices at headquarters, permanent vacancies 
are to be filled by qualified candidates or candidates specially exempted 
by the Public Service Commission. In pursuance of these orders D#* 
partmehts may be replacing unqualified Muslims by qualified Muslims, 
but I have no definite information. As regards temporary appointments, 
the matter is left to the discretion of Departments. 

(c) The reply to the first part is in the negative. When qualified 
Muslims are not available, unqualified Muslims temporarily holding 
permanent vacancies intended for Muslims are generally being allowed 
to continue to hold those vacancies temporarily until qualified Muslims 
are available. 

Mr. Oa 3 ra Prasad Singh : Are Government aware that there are 
Hindus also who have failed to pass the Public Service Commission 
examination, and will similar concessions be granted to them also i 
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Vlw <Bwoia«lil0.fir James Orerar : I nmst aak for aotiee of tkat 
question. 

Mr.' Oaya Prasad Bingh : It is merely a question of fair-play 1 

Paucity op Muslims in the Abmy Depabtmbnt. 

943 *Manlvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvi 
Badi-uz-Zaman) : (a) Is it a fact that the Army Department have issued 
definite instructions for the filling of cci*tain 3rd Division vacancies in the 
offiees under that Department by Hindus in preference to any other candi- 
dates ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there has always been a paucity of Muslims in 
the offices under the Army Department but sudi orders haw never been 
^issued for the recruitment of candidates from that community t 

(c) 'Will Government please state the reasons ^tor the issue of orders 
for the reemitment of one particular community to the total exclusion df 
otlter-eeanmutiitaeB t 

(d) In view of the paucity of Muslims in the Army Department and 

the subordinate thereto, are Government prepared to issue similw 

orders for the recruitment of Muslims alone in the Government of India 
offices ; if not, why not f 

(e) Do Government propose to issue similar orders for every eom- 
munity, if and when occasion arises ? If not, why not t 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. Instructions were received by the 
Army Department that certain vacancies which were reserved for 
minority communities should be filled permanently by qualified Hindu 
candidates, as there was no qualified candidates from the minority com- 
munities available at the time. These instructions were accordingly 
issued to Branches but were shortly afterwards withdrawn. 

(&) to (e). Do not arise. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it not a fact that the Muslims who failed 

to pass the examination were held to be disqualified t 

G. M. Young : So far as my recollection goes all the Muslim 
candidates who qualified were appointed, but I do not know whether 
there were any Muslims who failed to qualify. 

’BktatuiTMENT OP Muslims to the Ab3[y and Boyal Air Toroe ‘®!AD- 

quarters Offices. 

<Mft. Sayyid 'Mtirtuza IMiib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvi 

Ba'di-nz‘Zainan} : (a) Is it a fact that Muslims are not adequately repre- 
sented in the ministerial establishment of the Army and the Royal x\ir 
'Rorce .Headquarters offices f 

(h) Is it « faet that no Muslim candidate succeeded to pass the last 
‘qnriifying azamination of the Publie Service Gemmknion and that many 
of the Mnslhas: holding temporary appointments in those o^es have con- 
sequently been replaced by non-Muslims t 

(e) .Are Government aware that this couiae of .aetien.has led to an 
enormous uedn^on of the-Mnslim element in the effiees in question and 
has resulted. iu the preponderance of non-MusMms in the-service 1 
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(if) Is it A fact that the standard of pass laarks fixed for the last 
qualifying examination was very much higher than that fixed for similar 
previous examinations f 

(e) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of lowering 
the standard of the pass marks in the case of the Muslim candidates and to 
declare at least 30 Muslims as successful for the 3rd Division 1 

Bb. 0. M. Young : (a) Out of a total establishment of 733 clerks, 
the minority communities number 270, of whom 153 are Muslims. 

(i) The answer to the first part of this question is in the negative : 
as regards the second part, I am making inquiries. 

(c) No, Sir. The proportion of the various communities has beeu 
stated in the answer to part (a). 

id) I am informed by the Public Service Commission that this is not 
the case. 

{e) No, Sir. I am informed that the qualifying standard is alreadiy 
quite low enough. 

Mr. Oagrai Pitaaad Bin^ : "Witb regard to part (d), may I Icnow' 
whether the standard of pass marks is the same for all communities, 
or only for a particular community t 

. Bfr. O. M. Young : I must ask the Honourable Member to address 
bis quesfiion to the department coneemed. 

Beoruithedt of Mpsums to the Army and Boyal Air Force Head' 

QUARTERS OFFICES. 

9^. *ManM Sayyid Mnrtnza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvi 
Kadi-uz-Zaman ) : (a) Will Government please state the total number of 
appointments, both permanent and temporary, in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Dittisions, in the Army and Boyal Air Force Headquarters (dBoos, as dhey 
stood on the 31st December, IQSO and the 31st August, l93l ? 

(b) Will Government please state the number of Muslims bolding per- 
manent appointments in each Division in the offices referred to in part (o) 
on the dates specified therein ? 

(6) Will Government please state further the number of tempera^ 
appointments held by Muslims in the three Divisions in the offices in 
question on the dates quoted above ? 

(d) Is it a fact that of the permanent vacancies in the 3rd Division 
in the Army and Boyal Air Force Headquarters Offices, approximately 
forty were intimated to the Public Service Commission as having been 
reserved for Muslims f 

Mr. 0. M. Young : (a), (b) and {c). The information is being 
collected, and will be sent to the Honourable Member as soon as possible. 

(d) No, Sir. The eorreet number of vacancies reserved for minor- 
ity communities (not for Muslims alone) is 29. 

RECBinTMENT OF MuSUMS TO Gk>yERNMENT OF INDIA OFFICES. 

916. •Blanliri IsTTid Knrtua Babib Bahadar (on behalf of MaiUvi 
Badi-uz-fSaman) : (a) Is it a fact that in their communiqu<A regarding UM 
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last comt>etitive Sxajnmation, the Public Service Commission notified 48 
vacancies in the 3rd Division of the Government of India offices of which 
15 were stated to have been reserved for Muslims ? 

(h) Is it a fact that nearly 100 candidates were declared by the 
Public Service Commission to have qualified for employment in the 3rd 
Division of whom only 10 are Muslims ? 

(c) Will Government please state why contrary to the notification 
issued by the Public Service Commission : 

(1) the number of qualified candidates was raised from 48 to 100, 

(2) the number of Muslims was not proportionately increased, 

and 

(3) fifteen Muslims as notified were not ultimatbly selected 1 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) Yes. 

(b) 100 candidates were declared qualified, of whom eight were 
Muslims. 

(c) (1). The number of qualified candidates was not raised. The 
qnalifying standard in this examination was fixed independently of the 
number of vacancies available. 

(2) Does not arise. 

(3) Because only eight Muslims reached the qualifying standard. 

Iffir. Qaya Prasad Singh : Do Government realise that the retention 
of unqualified men of any community in the public service tends to 
lower the efficiency of the work t 

The Honourable Sir James Orenur : Government after considering 
all the circumstances of the case are satisfied that the action taken was 
reasonable one. 

Mr. Qaya Prasad ffingh : May I take it that the action taken unde^ 

ihc circumstances will apply equally to all communities f 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : They are not of general appli- 
cation. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : What is the definition of “ qualification ” t 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I think the Honourable Member 
will find that in the dictionary. 

Kecbuitment op Muslims to Govebnmbnt op India Offices. 

947. *Manlvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvi 
Badi-uz-7aman) : (a) Is it a fact that a sufficient number of Muslims did 
not succeed in the 1926 examination of the Public Service Commission and 
that to make up communal inequalities some of the failed candidates bad 
consequently to be included in the list of passed individuals ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a supplementary list of ten qualified Muslims 
was issued by the Public Service Commission some months after the 
declaration of the examination results T 

(c) Is it a fact that a deputation of respectable Muslims waited upon 
the Home Secretary to the Government of India and the President of the 
Public Service Commission with the request that on the analogy of the 
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action taken in the 1926 examination, some more Muslims may be declared 
as qualified for employment in the 3rd Division ? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) above is in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please state what action has been taken by them to comply with the 
request of the deputation ? 

The Honourable James Orerar : (a) The original list of candi* 
dates successful in the 1926 examination, which was a competitive one, 
was a list of those to whom it was anticipated that vacancies could be 
offered. It omitted many who were qualified but for whom there were 
no vacancies. As Departments asked for members of a particular minor- 
ity community in excess of the number mentioned in the original list, 
the Commission added to that list the names of a sufficient number 
of qualified candidates belonging to that community. It is not correct 
to say that these candidates had failed. 

(b) Yes, except that the number was fifteen. 

(c) This proposal was made to the Chairman, Public Service Com- 
mission but not to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Dc 
partment. 

(d) The Chairman Public Service Commission explained to tho 
deputation that the analogy did not exist, as the addition made in 1926 
was an addition of qualified candidates and the addition suggested ui 
1931 was of unqualified candidates. The Government of India have 
arranged that unqualified Muslims should be allowed to continue to hold 
temporarily permanent vacancies reserved for members of that com- 
munity until qualified candidates are available. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know if the scandal of including 
failed candidates in the list of successful candidates was perpetrated 
by the Public Service Commission or the Government of India f 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : As I have pointed out, it is not 
correct to say that the candidates had failed. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I was referring to part (a) of the question. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Precisely : I have pointed out 
there that it is not correct to say that the candidates had failed. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I am sorry. 

Appointment op a Muslim as Assistant Commissioner op Income-tax 

IN THE Punjab. 

948. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvi 
B»'\di-uz-Zamaii) : (a) Is it a fact that the Central Board of Revenue issued 
an order in 1926 to the Commissioner of Income-Tax, Punjab, that the next 
appointment of the Assistant Commissioner, if and when it falls vacant, 
should be given to the senior Muslim Income-Tax Officer ? 

(6) If the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, is it a fact that 
those ord'ers could not be carried out because the Hindu Superintendent 
of the Commissioner’s office did not bring the papers to the notice of the 
Commissioner, who was quite new to the job t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Atfointment of a MusLiM AS Assistant Oouhissioner of Inooicb^^ax 

IN THE Punjab. 

949. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuxa Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvi 
Badi-uz-Zaman) ; (o) Is it a fact that under paragraph 24 (2; of the 
Income-Tax Manual the Commissioner of Income-Tax should consult the 
L(K'al Government before appointing an Assistant Commissioner or an 
Income-Tax Officer ? ^ 

(6) Is it a fact that the above paragraph has never been complied 
with in the Punjab Province ? If so, why ? 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster : (a) The Local Qoyernment 
has to be consulted before the appointment of any person to the substan- 
tive post of Assistant Commissioner of Income-tax or Income-tax Officer. 

(6) No. 

Supersession of certain Clerks in the Income-tax Commissioner’s 

Office, Punjab. 

960. ^'Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maulvt 
Badi-uz-Zaman) : Is it a fact that one of the juniormost Hindu assistant 
sClerks, named Hans Raj of the Income-Tax Commissioner’s Office, Punjab, 
has.boMji promoted to the higher grade by the supersession of many senior 
clerks, of whom five are graduates ? If so, why 1 

The Honourable Sir Qeorge Schuster : The facts are not exactly as 
stated and the implications are incorrect. Promotions to the higher 
grades are made by selection and before the man in question was pro- 
moted, careful consideration was given to the merits of all those above 
him. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Income-tax Department in the Punjab. 

961. ^Maiilvi Sayyid Murtuza Sahib Bahadur (on behalf of Maiilvi 
Radi-uz-Zaman) : (a) Is it a fact that there is very poor reprfjsentatiou ol* 
Muslims in the Punjab in the non-gazetted cadre of the Income-Tax 
Department ? 

(6) yVre Government pre])Hred to consider the advisability of giving 
an adequate representation to the Muslim community by reserving for them 
a sufficient number of vacancies in all grades of the Income-Tax Department 
of the Punjab Province, as laid down by the Government of India in their 
Home Department letter of the 5th February, 1926 ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) I lay a statement on the 
table, from which it will be seen that the Muhammadan community is 
very substantially represented in the non-gazetted establishment of thv^ 
Punjab Income-tax Department. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Statement shovnng the communal composition of the non-gasetted staff of the Income-tax 
Department, Punjab (as on Slst December, 1930), 



Total 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

1 Others. 


No. 



1 

1 

1. Inspectors of Income-tax 

35 

20 

1 10 

3 

2 

1 

2. Clerical Posts ... 

161 

95 

1 47 

i 

15 1 

( 

4 
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iiUBQATIOMS OM CoiflfUXAL BlAS AOAIM8T A HlMDU GlEBK IN HU OmHOB 
OF THE PdBUC SbbVIOX CoMMISSIOM. 

962. *Manlvi Sayyid Wnrttua Sahib Bahadtir (on behalf of Manlvi 
Badi-uz-Zaman) : (a) Is it a fact that since its constitution the Public 
Service Commission has always had a Hindu clerk to deal with the estab- 
lishment matters of the ministerial staff of the Government of India 
Offices ? 

(b) Is it a fact that many of the Central Offices have, on various 
occasions, volunteered to accept, even non-qualified Muslims for temporary 
vacancies but the Hindu clerk in the Public Service Commission has nomi- 
nated non-Muslims instead f 

(e) Are Government prepared to take steps to replace this clerk by a 
non-Hindu ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) No. 

(l») I am not aware of any such cases. 

(c) No. 

Appointment op Supebintendent, ABCH.asoi.ooiCAL Section, Indian 

Museum. 

963. *8eth Haji Abdoola Haroon ; Is it a fact that the Superintend- 
ent, Archaeological Section, Indian Museum, is about to retire f If so, 
do Government propose to consider the claims of senior officers of the 
Department who have on previous occasions held charge of the Archieo- 
logieal Section in filling the vacancy 1 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Yes. In 
selecting a successor the claims of all officers have been considered. 

Betbenchment in the Abcnjeological Depabtment. 

954. *Setii Haji Abdoola Haroon : (la) - Have the activities of the 
Archaeological Department in connection with exploration been curtailed 
to a considerable extent ? If so, will Government please state, what is 
the justification for retaining the posts of Deputy Director for Explora- 
tion, Special Officer for Exploration and an Assistant Superintendent for 
Exploration ? 

(b) Have Government considered the question of retrenching two 
out of these three posts, vk., Deputy Director for Exploration and Assistant 
Su]ierintendent for Exploration ; if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) and 
{b). The question of the curtailment of the activities of the Arclueo* 
logical Department, particularly in regard to excavations, is under the 
consideration of Government in connection with the recommendations 
made by the General Purposes Sub-Committee of the Betrenchment Ad- 
visory Committee. Already four posts in the Department are vacant and 
have, not been filled, 

Mn Ckiya PnuMd Singh : May I know whether these offleen wKosd 

retrenchment is recommended are Muslims or non-Mbslims t 

The Honourable Shan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Hnsain : I can not 

answer that without notice. 
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Appointmbnt of Muslims to GtovBRNMBMx DsPARTifENTs im thb Ncxbts* 
West Frobtibr Provincb. 

966. *8etli Eaji Abdoola Haroon : {a) Will Government please state, 
whether there exist any orders to the effect that a minimum figure of 60 
per cent, of Muslim representation in the various Government Departments 
in the North-West Frontier Province will be maintained in view of the 
fact that they form above 95 per cent, of the whole population ? If so, 
will Government please state whether such orders have actually been 
brought into force in the North-West Frontier Province ? 

(&) Will Government please lay on the table the figures department- 
wise showing in detail the total strength, Muslims, non-Muslims prior to 
these orders and after they had been in force in the North-West Frontier, 
Province f 

Mr. E. B. Howell : The Honourable Member is referred to the 
answer given to question No. 248 asked in this Assembly by Maulvi 
Muhammad Shafee Daoodi. 

Muslim Eepresentation in Pay and Accounts and Audit Offices in the 
North-West Frontier Province. 

966. *8eth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Is it a fact that the Muslim 
representation in the ministerial staff of the Pay and Accounts and Audit 
Offices North-West Frontier Province is 43 per cent. \ If so, what measures 
are being adopted to raise this percentage to 60 per cent, t 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster : With your permission, Sir, I 
will deal with questions 956 to 960 together. The Honourable Member 
is referred to the replies given on the 9th September, 1931, to Dr. Zia- 
uddin Ahmad’s starred question No. 90 and to Maulvi Muhammad 
Shafee Daoodi ’s starred questions Nos. 249 and 250, on the 11th and 15th 
September, 1931, respectively. 

Safeguarding of Muslim Interests on the Amalgamation of Audit and 
Accounts Offices in the North-West Frontier Province. 

t957. Seth Haji Abdoola Huoon : (a) Is it a fact that the scheme 
of reamalgamation of audit and accounts will be operative in the North' 
West Frontier Province also f 

(ft) If so, have any orders been issued to revert, reduce or repatriate 
the non-Muslims only with a view to maintain the minimum figure of 60 
per cent, of the Muslim representation f If not, why not t 

Safeguarding of Muslim Interests on the Amalgamation of Audit and 
Accounts Offices in the North-West Frontier Province. 

t958. ’1‘Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government please state 
what steps have been or wiU be taken to safeguard the rights of frontier 
recruits at the time of curtailment, reduction or reversion of establidunent 
on the occasion of , amalgamation of the Pay and Accounts and Audit 
Offices in the Nortii-West Frontier Province t 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 956 . 
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Safeguarding of Muslim Interests on tub Amalgamation of Audit and 
Accounts Offices in tRe North-West Frontier Province. 

: t9S9. '^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Has the attention of Qov« 
ernment been drawn to a message in the Mudim Outlook of the 19th July^ 
1931, regarding reduction of about 24 Peshawari clerks as the result of the 
proposed amalgamation of the Frontier Civil Accounts and Audit Offices f 

(6) Are Government aware that this news has created an alarm in 
the educated circles of the province since the local Muslim employees in 
these offices are temporary V 

(e) Is it a fact that : 

I ' ({) Muslims form only 43 per cent, of the present total strength 

of the Accounts Offices at Peshawar ; 

{ii) out of it only 20 per cent, belong to that Province ; 

(m) while the share of this community in the supervising staff ia. 
about 22 per cent. ; and 

(irO the combined ratio of Muslims and non-Muslims of the Frontier' 
in these offices is about 30 per cent, t 

(d) Is it a fact that the Muslim community constitutes more than 95 . 
per cent, of the population of that province ? 

(e) If the reply to parts (a) and (6) above be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state, what specific steps, they propose to take 
to safeguard the Muslim interests at the time of the proposed retrench- 
ment t 

Retrenchment in the North-West Frontier Province Accounts Offices. 

t960. *8eth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Has the attention of Govern* 
ment been drawn to an article in the daily Inqilah, Lahore, of the 2ist 
July, last, regarding retrenchment in the North-West Frontier Province 
Accounts Offices f 

(&) Is it a fact that the proportion of Muslims in the Civil Accounts 
Department in India is barely 6 per cent, and in the Accounts Offices at 
Peshawar it is only 43 per cent, against the population of over 95 per 
cent. ? 

(c) Have Government considered the desirability of repatriating 
the persons imported from out of the North-West Frontier Province 
instead of throwing out of employment junior Muslim employees at the 
time of the proposed reduction in these offices f 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER. 

Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan : Will Government be pleased 

to state the reasons for the recent addition to the Round Table Confer- 
ence of two gentlemen of the mercantile community, and are Govern- 
ment prepared to set against those nominations the appointment of an 
c<luivalent number of representatives of the popular Muslim Party from 
among the agricultural classes ? 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 956. 
L241LAD 
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&» ■oatoBiUa Sir George Btijar : As I have explained in answer 
to previous ^inestions on the subject the selection of delegates to the 
Bound Table Conference is not primarily the concern of the Governor 
CKsieral in Ceandl. 1 regret, thevtfore, that I am not in a position to 
make any statement on the questions asked by the Honourable Member. 


THE INDIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Sir Rari Singh dour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions ; 

' Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I move : 

'''That the Bill further to amend the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926 (Amendment 
oi section be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable the Home 
Member, Sir Muhammad Yakub, Mr. B. B. Puri, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. A. Hoon,^ 
Mr. T. N. Kamakrishna Reddi, Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be four.'^ 

Sir, this ifli a highly technical Bill and I am quite sure that a very large 
numlber of Members of this House are not really conversant with the ante- 
cedent facts in connection with it. I shall, therefore, very briefly recapi- 
tulate these facts for the information of Honourable Members. In the first 
Assembly of 1921, my friend, one of the members of the Allahabad Bar, 
Mundii Tswar Saran, moved a Resolution to the effect that the Indian Bar 
should be made self-contained. Honourable Members will rememiber that 
this desire on the part of the Indian Bar followed a general feeling in the 
country that Indians must not, by reason of the fact that they are Indians, 
be diebarred from the position of acquiring the higher status available to 
the subjects of the Brifish Crown. A strong movement was set on foot 
that Indians who had distinguished themselves in the field should not be 
debaired from obtaining the coveted rank of Victoria Cross. For a very 
long time an opposition was made to Indians obtaining the V. C. on the 
ground that it was the emblem of the Christian faith and ckmsequontly 
Indians, who were not Christians, could not be given the Cross. But 
during the War this invidious distinction between British and Indian 
soldiers was done away with and some of your countrymen and mine have 
merited and acquired this highly coveted distinction. 

Mr. A. H. A. Todd (Madras : Nominated Official) ; Was it not at 
the Durbar of 1911 that the Victoria Cross was thrown open to the 
Indians 1 

Sir Hari Singh Ck>ur : Yes, I was talking of the period before that. 
The question about Indians being eligible to obtain the King’s Commis- 
sibn was another grievance of the Indian people, and Honourable Memibers 
will remember that Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India, passed a rule that 
Indians would be given the King’s Commission upon their retirement, so 
that they would not be placed in a position of Command over Europeans 
during their term of office. But that agitation also succeeded, and we have 
today a movement on foot that Indians who obtained' the King’s Commis- 
sion should obtain it in increasing numbers. Following upon this agita- 
tion, the members of the Vakil Bar in this House set up an agitation that 
the perpetual inferiority of the vakil at the Indian Bar was a disability 
which should be removed. Honourable Members will remember that, prior 
to the passing of the Bar Councils Act, a barrister of the Inns of Court 
in England or a member of the Faculty of Advocates in Scotland or a mem- 
ber of the Trish Bar was entitled to seniority over all vakills and advocates of 



icliAtever standing. That was a grievance which'' tiic linnbww ef the 
Bav and indeed members of indigenous Bar mghtl]r Mt. Gour 
impientiy a motion was eanied in this Hooaa in 19^ that stei>s duoaU 
he tsh«a to devote the memhete of the Indian Bar to the same posittoit 
erbid} is enjoyed by ntendtens of the English Bar. A strang cemunittee iraa 
ep^oi^ed and that eMumittee submitted its reemnmendaiiau -which is oaon ' 
tained in this printed book and in which I widi to draw Honourable Mem* 
hers’ attention to three passages. The Bar Committee said that EngHah 
barristers in India — and by English barristers I mean Indian or English 
barristers called to the English Bar — enjoyed a status of seniority by 
the mere fact that ~Qiey have been called to the English Bar and Indians 
of ability, though they have reached a position of great eminence, irres- 

j ieetivc of their seniority and their merit, are classed in a degree in- 
erior to that of the English barristers. This grievance must be rranov- 
ed, and consequently they recommended the enactment of the Act which 
afterwards became the Indian Bar Councils Act, grading practitioners 
according to the date of their enrolment in the High Court. But when 
the Bill came up before this House, I raised an objection and I said that 
that position which the Members of the English Bar had been hitherto en- 
joying at the Bar in India could not by one stroke of the Legislature be 
destroj'cd, and the Honourable Sir Alexander Muddimau> who was tbcu 
the Home Member, acceded to my contention and he agreed to circidate 
that clause of the Bill dealing -with the graduation of legal practitiosArs 
in India for eliciting public opinion thereon. Honourable Members -will 
find this recorded in the Assembly debates of the 24th August 1926. I 
have before me pages 398 and 399 of the Assembly debates from which 
I have made the statement. WeU, Sir, my opposition to that clause, though 
grs^Qgly. conceded hy the Honourable tho Hmno Member, roedTed 
a chorus of approval both from the Judgeh as -well as from tbs members 
of the Bar and indeed from the lay public with the result that a year 
aSerwhids, ip 1927—^1 w glad Sir Jwes Creiar is here bwause he will 
support me if anybody stands up to oppose me on this motion— he iatro* 
duceid a Billl and he saidi that tlm public opinion in the country has been 
sounded and he -wished to give effect to the recommendation of the Bar 
Committee by grading the Indian practitioners in the foUo-wing order : 

First, Ad,yocate-GbnerM ; secondly, Ein|'s Counsel ; thirdly, hu! 
ri^rs who will count their seniority from the date of their 
calling ; fourthly. Advocates who count their seniority from 
the date of their enrolment in the High Court. 

Let me give you the ipmsima verba of the Honourable the Home Member, 
Sir James Crerar, spoken on the 18th August 1927, page 3094 of the 
Assembly Debates. This is what he said, introducing this Bill in 1927. 
He said, “ The purpose of the Bill which I now adc House to taka 
into consideration is to give effect suhstantialty to the reebmmendations 
of the Bar Committee ”. The words are perfectly clear. The Bill of 
1927 -was drawn to give eflPedt' to the recompmndation of the Indian Bar 
Committee of 1921. That Committee had recommmidled' the gradation o# 
practitioners in the order I have indicated, and in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons appended to the Bill which became law in 1927, it was 
again reiterated that, foUowing the public opinion and the recommendation 
of the Indian Bar Committee, that Bill was drawn up. That BiU, as I hav* 
arid, grades the Indian l^al practitioners in the order I have named. You 
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have first the Advocate General ; the King’s Counsel ; thiMly 

barristers who rank their seniority from thdir date of call ; and fourthly, 
you have Advocates who rank their seniority from their date of enrol* 
ment in the High Court. The introduction of ‘King’s Counsel in the 
class of practitioners in this country was introduced for the first time 
in 1926 ; and it was introduced, as the Honourable Sir James Crerar 
pointed out in introducing this Bill, to carry out a recommendation of 
the Bar Committee. If Honourable Members will turn to the specific re- 
commendation of that Committee, they will find it in paragraph 16 (page 
11) of that Report. What they say is this : 

** We have also evidence — it may or it may not be desirable — ^to provide for the 
recognition of distinguished merit at the bar by elevation to the highest grade of 

S ractitioners. This is a question which docs not properly come within the terms of our 
iqniry, but if it is desirable, we consider that a more suitable form of recognition 
such as the grant of rank of King’s Counsel can be devised than elevation to a gradd 
which while it may contain the highest average outstanding talent, caunpt possibly. 

regarded as exclusively composed of successful practitioners. Vte do not therefore 
think that this consideration detracts in any way from the desirability of unifying 
the grades.” 

To paraphrase this recommendation, Honourable Members will find 
that what the Indian Bar Committee said was this : they said that this 
artificial distinction between Barristers and Advocates or Vakils in India 
is unjustified. You have a very large body of very able practitioners in 
this country ; and therefore if you are merely to grade all legal practi- 
tioners from the date of their call or enrolment, you would not recognise 
special merit which it is the fundamental idea of all forensic practitioners 
in all parts of the British Commonwealth that it should be recognised. 
Therefore tliey recommended that while the barristers were losing their 
seniority, their unquestionable and unquestioned seniority, they were given 
the solatium of being lifted to the decree of King’s Counsel, and tlius a 
grade was created in which their special merit and talent would be recog- 
nised. That was the principle of the Bar Council Committee. That was 
the principle which the Honourable the Home Member said he was going 
to give effect to in introducing the King’s Counsel amongst the grade of 
practitioners in the Act of 1927. That Bill became law. From 1927 to 
1931, down to the present time, it was expected that this grade of practi- 
tioi^rs called King’s Counsel, for which a special position has been giveif 
by the Act of 1927, would become a reality. As Honourable Members are 
aware, in 1927 there was no such class of practitioners as King’s Counsel 
in this country. But the Honourable the Home Member, when he 
introduced his^ Bill of 192i7, must have had it in his mind that this 
clnss of practitioners would be brought into being in this country, 
because you cannot legislate for a non-existing entity, and consequently 
I submit it was up the Government to take steps to bring into existence 
this special grade of practitioners for which provision had been 
made in the Act of 1927. They have done nothing of the kind. 
But if that was all, I would not be here to trouble this House. Enumera* 
tion of King’s Counsel in the list of legal practitioners in India has 
created an anomaly which every patriotic Indian and every member of 
the Indian Bar would righteously resent. It is this : that when we intro- 
duced this grade of King’s Counsel in the Act of 1927, we were enumerat- 
ing the legal practitioners in India ; but the known definition of King’s 
Counsel in the Act of 1927 woitldi now lead to the ambiguity and anomaly 
of permitting King’s Counsel from across the seas, foreign King’s Counsel 
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from England and the Dominions and the small oOloniefii like Ceylon and 
British Guiana, to. come to this country ^nd claim seniority over barristers 
who are old enough to be their grandfathers.. That I submit is an anomaly 
which must be removed. You have only two alternatives before you. I£ 
you think that, ypu committed a mistake in intro^cing the term King’s 
Counsel amongst the grade of existing practitioners in India in 1927 and 
you are not able to inake good your promise,, then held out, then delete 
that term. Amend the Act of 1927. The. other alternative is that you 
must make provision to make that clause relating to King’.s Counsel a 
reality. These are the two alternatives which present themselves to the Gov- 
ernment, and) there is* no other alternative. When I introduced my Bill on 
this subject, Sir Lancelot Graham said that we must sound puibiic opinion. 
I am quite sure he is one of those people who has great respect for public 
opinion ; but whether he has respect for public opinion or not we shall 
see presently. For the present let me give this House the result of the 
public opinion collected upon this Bill. There are printed in this com- 
pilation, from which I have analysed all the opinion, pro and con ; and 
Honourable Members will find what a singular unanimity of opinion 
there is in favour of this Bill. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary : Legislative Department) : Did I 
understand the Honourable Member to say there was singular unanimity 
in favour of his Bill ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gk>ur : T did. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Thai is a most singular remark. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr : Let me give Honourable Members the opinions, 
and for the benefit of my friend, Sir Lancelot Graham, I will give him 
the pages of this compilation, and if he further challenges me, I shall 
read the very statements contained in them. You have first of all the 
opinion of the Calcutta Bar Association at page 11, of the Calcutta Bar 
meeting at page 19, of the Incorporated Law Society of Calcutta at 
page 20, the opinion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce at page 20, 
and the opinion of the Indian Chamber of Commere’e on the same p^. 

The opinion of the British Indian Association, 
pages 14-16 ; Ihe opinion of the Bombay Bar, 
Council, page 35 ; the opinion of the Bombay Ad.Vocates’ Association, 
page 28 ; the opinion of the Bihar and Orissa Government and of the 
High Court, page 21, all in favour ; the opinion of the C. P. Govern- 
ment and Judges, at Daee 4 : the opinion of the Punjab Government — 
they say that the majority of 50 per cent, of them are in favour, and 
reference is made to the Country League, page 12 ; the N.-W. P. Pro- 
vince, page 2 ; Delhi Government and Bar, page 1 ; the opinion of the 
Bar Association of Ajmer, page 4 ; the opinion of the Administration 
of Coorg, page 2, You have thus a strong phalanx of opinion in support 
of this Bill. The Calcutta High Court at page 1 of the compilation is 
neutral. The learned Judges say that this is entirely a matter for the 
legal practitioners in this country. The European Association of Cal- 
cutta, — ^and I ask the Honourable Members to listen to what their own 
Association have said at page 1 — are netitral ; they are neither for nor 
against this Bill. After recounting ♦hesp opinions can anybody have the 
(hardihood to say that the chorus of approval from the Bench and the 
Bar, the public* bodies and the Governments is not in favour of this Bill t 
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%ete tu*e only two opinions io which 1 would like to ^veirt in this tpk- 
tieciaon, and thq^ entirely bear out the contention I wu& to mtike 
this Souse. Soskramble Members will find ihat tiie Calcutta High Cttttlt 
and the C. P. Cknremment — and their opinions are Contained on pages i 
and 4— seem to labour under a misapprehension that this Bang’s Counsel 
in the Act of 1927 was intended to give Binglish Counsels superiority and 
seniority over Indian practitioners 

ttr. 0. Brooke Zlliott (Madras : European) : No, Sir 

Sir Hari Singh Ckrar : That is a misapprehension which occurs ^ 
the opinion of the Honourable Judges of ^ Galeutta High Coi^. it 
will jbe for the Honourable Sir James Crerar, the author of this BUI, 
to dispel that view. Did he se<metiy intend to insert a clause in the Act 
1927 to destroy the autonmny of the Indian Bar by insetting therein 
a clause giving the forei(pi King’s Counsel a position of seniority over 
indigeiieens barristei^ advocates and vakUst I say. Sir, that couid not 
have been the machiavellian intention, and that cannot be the con^ruc- 
tion of the danse of 1927. Can you say that when the legal practitioners 
in India are to be classed in the following order yon do not mean to' 
imply that those are the legal praetitionen who habitually live and prac- 
tise in India f That, T submit, is the plain meaning of the clause in- 
serted in 1927. But because tW clause has remained in abeyance, an 
opinion has grown up in this country voiced by certain English barristers 
and English bodies that this was only intended to give English barnsters 
coming to India a position of seniority. Sir, I l^ow that the dictates 
of ]^am make <uie who to Meeea a Haji,. but I hailw never fot keard 
(d a. dictate of the Englidnnan that no one shall be King’s Counsel 
unless he lives in Enghuid, and that is the podtion of King’s Counsel 
so far as England is Concerned. Look at the position of humiliation to 
wluch Indian legal practitioners are exposed if you do not accede to the 
motion I lam making before you today. It has been decided in England 
t^t a King’s .Counsel ean only be given to a barrister who lives and 
practises in the English courts ineluding of conrse the Indian Privy 
Council, but an English barrister who practises in India, mind ypu, will 
•pgyer bSfiv^ EnghiA. status. If that is the view of the Lord Chancellor, 
and if that is the view whieh the Government of India wish humbly to 
Unbmit to, it raises a vast constitutional issue. Are the barristers in 
Indiia always to remain as sepoys and never rise to commissioned' rank T 

Bb. G. Brooke Elliot : Sergeants perhaps. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : That is the position of humiliation to which 
Indian barristers,^ Indian advocates and Indian vakils would be reduced 
if this clause is misinterpreted and misunderstood' to apply only to foreign 
Hing’s Counsel, and the In^an practitioners will not be given the posi- 
tion of Kind’s Counsel in s^te of the recommendation of the Indiaii' Bap 
CohUnittoe, in spite of the statemeut of the Honourable Sir Jam^ Crerar 
that he wa$ givii^ effect to that recommendation by introducing tbio 
Bill of 1927, in spite of the specifio provision m the Act and in opito 
of the fact that the deelaredi poliev of the Gtovemment of India follow- 
ing the . recommendation of the Indian .Bar Committee that they would 
give effect to Jthe refsommendations of the Bay. Committee, Tw*;- Sir» 
m h politic froni tyhich thtto ho escape. I have therefore taibUd tm 
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Resolution in the hope that this House wiU sup{MlH it on tile grotiai .ihat 
it is too la,te now to go back upon the Acit of 1927, and anybodgr who 
opposes this ftesolutiofi would be doixig a great ham to the devdioptti^ 
of the Indian Bar and to the declared poli^ of the Government of litfiBa 
that it (diould be an autonomous one. Members of the Bar aU over ^ 
eeuntf::r looking forward to this belated reform. I have p(dnted outt 
the opinions, singularly unanimous, of large bodies of members of 
le^ profession and of the other non-^Iegal associations and corporations 
showing that this is a reform which has been long overdue. If you do 
not give this reform, you certainly will not look the Indian Bar in the 
face, who wifi my that, so tar as ym are concerned, you fmi hiteadfed to 
efuatt that clause inserted xn the Act of 1927 with the ulterior motive 'Of 
providing a foothold for all foreign counsels. That, I submit, is a pom- 
tioft whicli would be intolerable. Ho not look at the faces of Meinbm^ 
but look Within your own conscience, and say whether you can possibly 
oppose my motion, which is intended to give effect to your own declared 
policy, to your own declarations in this House, to your own declared decision 
which culminated in the enactment of ISSTT. I move, Sir, that fte Bill 
be referred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. G. Brooke Elliott : Sir, I desire to express my regret to Sir 
Flari Singh Gour that I was not in my place at the start of this debate 
3 wing to the early collapse of questions to-day, and a slight indisposi- 
tion on my part. I, however, did hear a good deal of what he said, and 
[ may say that I have taken a great aeal of time and trouble to try and 
iice all that can be said on this matter. 

Sir, I am speaking to-day, proud to be a member of the Indian Bar, 
ind the one thought that is uppermost in my mind is to try and contri- 
3ute something definitely constructive to the end which we all have in 
new, namely, that in due time and subject to due preparation, and with 
i sufficient knowledge of facts, there should be in India a superior grade 
)f advocate corresponding to the superior grade of barrister in England 
‘ommonly known as a King’s Counsel. Sir, King’s Counsel have the 
lonour to robe themselves similarly to the way in which you are robed ; 
nit when I use the word silk ”, I mean that I am not speaking of the 
aw material that King’s Counsel actually wear, but of the finished 
nrensic human, product that they are. In England, Bar^ters arb 
cnown as “ Silks ” if they are King’s Counsel. Below them you have 
he stuff goAvnsmen, who wear a gown of a different pattern, made (rf 
ituff not silk. So when I talk of ” Silk ” I mean a King’s Counsel, and 
vhen I talk of stuff gownsmen, I mean the junior barristers in. England. 

Sir, I think I must make one point at the start. The singular nn- 
inimity of which my Honourable and learned friend the Mover spoke 
s by no means singularly unanimous. That very fine lawyer, our 
Vdvocate-General and Leader of the Bar in Madras, can hardly be said 
0 be unanimous with the Mover, when he gave this opinion : 

** At the present stage of the bar in this country and in view of the fact that eveh 
ual agency has not become a common feature in the several courts in India, I am not 
n fa\our of the inslilution of King’s Counsel. At any rate the matter may be def erred 
iil after the proposed constitutional changes in the Government of India and any 
eneral reorganisation of the bar that may take place in consequence of such changes.'' 

f I understand the English language, that does not display a singultt 
Ajdiimity. Thdt is the generally expressed, conveyed through its Leadat. 
'PiniOn in MadMS. I respeetfnlly agree with our Advocate-Gener'af^ 
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coiuidered ,o^nion. We are not againat t^ie making of a somewhat higher 
degree in the prdfession, as I shall show you presently, but rwe must first 
have a clear background, so that Honourable Members may really under- 
stand what the .position is. And if I venture to giVe a brief historical 
sketch of what silk in England is, I trust the House will forgive me 
because this is a matter of deep and vital import to every lawyer in India. 
And don't forget that in India the Bar, as in England, is the most highly 
organised and powerful Trade Union in the land. 

Sir, the history of silk " so far as my researches go is this. Some- 
where in Tudor times English sovereigns, who were somewhat masterful, 
if my reading of history is right, conceived the happy thought of picking 
out rising barristers and conferring upon them the honour of a silk gown 
with a patent of precedence a3id a fee of, I think, £100 sterling per annum, 
so that that barrister should not appear against the Crown. That is why 
they were called King's Counsel. The most eminent and one of the earlier 
examples of silk, — ^and here every Member who is also a member of Gray's 
Inn will be associated with me — ^was that of Bacon. He is the great glory 
of our Inn. lie was a rising and ambitious man and he might perhaps 
have been troublesome if he had not had silken fetters laid, upon him by his 
sovereign. The silk gown has come down to us from that early form, and 
to-day in England the profession is organised thus. When you are called 
to the Bar, you are a member of the outer Bar, or as the expression goes, 
an utter " barrister ; — utter is a corruption of the word outer ; — and 
after a certain period, when you have attained eminence at the Bar in 
England, you can apply to the Lord Chancellor to be translated from the 
outer Bar and called within the Bar as a King's Counsel. You have to 
apply for that distinction to the Lord Chancellor, after you have given 
due notice to the profession of your intention so to do. It solely depends 
upon the judgment of the Lord Chancellor whether such an application is 
granted by His Majesty or not. Once you take a silk gown, you sit where 
my leader in this House appropriately enough sits, in the front bench 
instead of sitting in the back rows of the court ; but, once assumed, the 
silken fetters alw^ays remain. There are a number of things which a 
King’s Counsel, by the etiquette of the Bar, which is very strictly observed, 
may not Many a man has taken silk who has been making £3,000, 
£4,000 or %5,000 at the Bar and yet has failed as a leader and regretted 
having taken silk : but once a silk, always a silk ; and you cannot be dis- 
robed and return to the fold of the junior Bar. That is a very important 
point, and we have to consider its applicability to Indian conditions as I 
shall show you presently. 

Well, Sir, the first suggestion that I venture to make to the Honourable 
and learned Mover, and if I may, to the Government of India, is this ; — 
let us have fuller information. So I would suggest that an application be 
made to the Lord Chancellor inviting him to furnish the Government of 
India with a clear memorandum tracing the historical origin and growth 
of silk in England. That is the first constructive suggestion I venture to 
make. Next I w’ould invite the Government to write to the Secretary of 
the Bar Council in England, and obtain from him a reasonably detailed 
statement of the policy, rules, and organisation, of the English Bar to-day. 
Sir, I think most of my learned friends in India, when they see such a 
statement, will ^ see at once that it is hardly possible to introduce silk as 
known in England into India because of the totally different conditions, 
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that obtain. And I would like to give some of my* i^asbiis jCor sayii^‘ so. 
In England the whole foundation of the legal (porofession is this, there is 
a system of dual a^ncy. No barrister or King’s Counsel in England can 
ever take a fee direct from the lay client ; there must always be inter- 
posed the solicitor ; for the fundamental principle upon which the Bar in 
England is organised is this, that the barrister must never come in actual 
direct contact with the lay client. Sir, a simple illustration and a useful 
one, will make that clear. The system in England is a sort of legal 
sandwich. You have one piece of bread the lay client, then a bit of meat, 
the solicitor — he sometimes takes most of the meat — , and on the other 
side, the barrister. That barrister bread can never directly meet the lay 
client bread because there is the solicitor meat in between. (Laughter.)] 
Now, Sir, the moment you see that, you will observe the fundamental 
difference between the organisation of! tlje profession in England and in 
India, where to-day we are all enrolled and practise as advocates. Should 
an3’^body in this House require the services of the learned Mover he can 
go straight to him as an advocate and arrange directly with him about the 
fee, and so forth. Tn Madras, though we have several eminent firms of 
solicitors, .still they are such a comparatively small portion of the Bar 
that we must regard their intervention as the exception rather than the 
rule. In the mofussil we have, 1 tliink, no solicitors in practice at all, 
except i)erhaps at Ootacaniu^d. Calcutta, in this respect, I know, is 
different from Madras : and so is Bombay. Please remember that I am 
now speaking chiefly of the Presidency, of which I have first . hand 
knowledge. The moment you compare the English system with the general 
system in India you find this difference. Every brief in England must 
come to a K. C. through a solicitor. Therefore it is very easy to make rules 
as to what the K. C. shall do, because a solicitor only can instruct him. 
If we have silk in India, except in the rare cases where an Advocate is 
instructed by a solicitor in one of the three Presidency towns or very 
occasionally’^ in the mofussil, in such cases, what is the position of a silk 
going to be ? And before we introduce silk into India and seek to give 
practical effect to it, it is difficult to understand what the practical working 
of the suggested system for India is going to be. Nobody wants a mere 
alphabetical addition of K. C. after his name. It would be only artificial 
silk, whicli is a very different proposition from real. I am asking for all 
this information to be laid before the public (who are deeply interested), 
and the whole profession before we come to any final decision. Whether 
you take the title K. C. or a better one is a matter to my mind of very 
little importance. It is not the shadow that we want, but the substance 
of seniority, and I think that Sir Hari Singh Gour would be well advised 
to welcome such information as I have mentioned, in order that all the 
members of the profession throughout India, who cannot get access to such 
information easily, may be fully informed as to what the existing English 
system is. Before yon transplant a thing from England into India, do let 
us see exactly what is the professional soil that is required. I have spent 
many hours reading these opinions of various legal bodies throughout 
India with very great interest and I find that some of the information 
desired has already been given. I would only pk that it may be given 
in a more authoritative form. I notice with interest that one civilian 
judge has made some very interesting suggestions, well worthy of considera- 
tion, as to whether it is possible to introduce into India a higher order of 
barristers somewhat on the lines that obtain in Germany. I merely say 
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tta* that is « BaggMtioii eoaiidsvlaf. 1 muk, SSt, I tawe notr 
umvB mat until w» g«t that infomatioti H is a little Memsture to prossad 
with this BiU. 

The ne^ point I want to make is this. I want to explode, if I tatff, 
one or two ideas which have, I think, rather tended to excite feeling in the 
minds of some members of the profession. I read in the Objeets and 
Bessons of this Bill these words : 

“ Four years bare since passed, but that assumption has not been realised with tbe 
Tesnlt that under the existing law English and colonial barristers raised to the rank 
of King's Counsel though, it may be, math junior in seniority and standing to their 
eonfeieMeB in India hare become entitled to rank abote them, and tlic Tatter are 
penalised >>y the sole fact of their having practised in India.” 

Now, Sir, I will ask Sir Hari Singh Gkmr to give me the name of one 
single English silk who has come to India to practise. Could you give nne 
such a name ? 

An Honourable Member : Mr. Kenrick. 

Mr. 0. Brodee Elliott : I was going to cite him, but he is Adyocate- 
Qeneral and would like our Advocate-General wear a silk gown in any 
ease. 

8ir Hari Singh Gonr : He would not. The Advocate-General bad 
no recognised statutory status before you gave it to him. 

Mr. 0. Brooke BUiOtt : He is the Advocate-General of Bengal and 
as such would have precedence, so that if that is practically the only case, 
there is not much harm done. (An Honourable Member : ** There may be 
other cases also.^’) I have hunted for this inf ormation and have asked 
many people. I may tell you that Mr. Eardley Norton was a personal 
friend of mine and we discussed this matter often, and his considered 
opinion was that as conditions are in India he did not wish to see En^ish 
silk introduced into India. He was toldi by the Lord C'hancellor some 
years ago — I could not tell you which Lord Chancellor it was, but 
Mr. Norton told me this himself — ^that by reason of his eminence at the 
Indian Bar English silk would be given him, but, under existing condi- 
tions, only after he bad retired from India. I do not think I am at all 
unsympathetic to the natural aspirations of the Indian Bar. On the con- 
trary I am most sympathetic in the whole matter : but surely the best way 
to show one’s sympathy as a keen member of the profession is to do what 
you can to help, not to have something introduced which might prove to be 
unsuitable. 

Sir Hari Singh Qour : My friend is entirely besides the mark. I 
am introducing nothing. I want to interpret the clause as it exists in the 
Act of 1927. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : By seeking to interpret a clause in that 
way, surely you are doing a great deal. That is the point I want to make. 
Surely that is quite to the point and I don’t think I have strayed one inch 
from the point. I am going to tell my learned friend that on one 
interwting occasion in this House many many years ago, an English silk, 
Mr. Stephen Q. C. (afterwards Sir James Fitz James Stephen, who tried 
the famous Maybrick ease)' said, speaking on the Indian Evidence Bill : 

” I sm itiyself a bairiktet of IS years' standing, abd a Queen’s Counsel of fear 
years ’ standing. T believe that there is no barrister in British India ’ ’ (No h^rrisiCTt 



Hind yon) ** of whom I should not be entitled to taiio ;pieedllH0 9roif8Bte if 
I chose to practise here.” . . 

This is tile only reference that I have ever keen able to find and it* is 
ysinM in tbe jfippwdix to Aiiieer Ali and WsodroCe en the BvidsMi 
Aet. Mr Stephen, as he then wBBy an Bnglittii Q. G. vms very careftd to 
say that he could only claim precedence over barristers in India, not otSO 
anybody else in the profession. The fact that one K. C. has come to In^ 
is hardly an invasion for which we want veiy prompt legislative actieli 
taken. So I venture to ask my learned friend — does he not agree with ihe 
that it would be very usefujl to have the information I have mentionafl, 
and to have the Bill circulated again among the bar in India, f ud I think 
my learned friend himself would very much like to have accurate informa- 
tion on these points such as I have indicated. 

Then, Sir, I come to the next point. And here again I want definitb 
information as to how silk has been translated from England to tllS 
Colonies and the Dominions. Personally I would very much like to 
knew, because I think it would help us if Government could tell us through 
the channels of information I have indicated' — I suppose it would mainly 
be the Colonial Office — under what eonditio>ns and whether by some Order 
in Council or by statute (local or Imperial) siBc was extended to Canada, 
when Canada was not a Dominion but a Colony. That would be very 
int^esting and helpful because at that time Canada no doubt had an 
indigenous Bar, or rather a French Bar in full working order. In some 
parts of Cfanada I believe, I am not quite sure, there is fusion of the pro- 
fession. Possibly you may have one firm of lawyers practising in partner- 
ship, one of whom is a K.* C. It would, I think, be helpful therefore it 
we teew under what conditions silk was ffirst introduced in Canada. I db 
not know if my learned friend could give me this information ? If he ooitid 
I should be very interested to hear what the position exactly is. 

Then, Sir, next point is this. When Canada became a Dominion,' 
there any legislation regulating this matter T I should like to know that 
very much. Next, Sir, in South Africa you have a somewhat similar cafli, 
because there the Dutch Bar was in full being at the time that South Africa 
passed under British control ; and T should like to know, if I might, wbrft 
communications passed between the Colonial Office at home and the Gov- 
ernment and the legal profession in South Africa, and under what condi- 
tions silk was introdiiced there. As regards that, T confess I am entirely 
in the dark and I would like to be enlightened. Now I have tried tb 
sketch, very imperfectly T fear, the history and the present day position 
of silk in England. T am inviting full information, which only the Gov- 
ernment can get, as to the introduction of silk into Canada and South 
Africa. In Australia, Sir. the qiie^^tion was a different one. AVisti^^ik 
had no Bar of its bWh at anv time before colonisation by England. Tho 
English barristers went out there in due cour^-^ and naturally, practising 
amongst Englishmen, and being members of the English Bar, they took 
their English traditions with them. It had not to be super-imposed upOh 
any existing system. At the same time I would like to know under whatt 
conditions silk was first sanctioned and introduced into Australia, and 
whether, when Australia became a Commonwealth, there was any legisla- 
tion dealing with the matter in any way. I am not aware m.vself what fte 
exact procedure is in either Australia or Canada or South Africa when a 
barrister wiskes to take silk. I think that would be very valuable jttfbmk- 
ticn djs to the ctniditibus under Which it is granted in those DomittitJnS, tte 
anthoffty that actnafly confers it, and thfe c6ttse<pcrelieea that fky# fnottl 
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when you divide the profession into IL. ,Cs.. and juniors. Sir, there only 
remainid the question of silk in Crown Colonies. Well» sometimes the sng^ 
gestion is made here that there may be an influx, a large wholesale impor- 
tation of silks, into India which would be a great hardship on the Indian 
Bar. Well, Sir, I am only aware of one colonial silk who has oome to 
India. I do not know if my friend can give me the names of anybody 
else : and one swallow, one Colonial King’s Counsel, would hardly swamp 
the Indian Bar. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : You are one ! 

Mr. C. Brooke Elliott : I am, as you have so courteously elicited. I 
do not deny it. (Laughter.) I admit the allegation, — and I thank the 
genial al legator. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Miiharamadari Rural) : You 
will be easily one, having the English silk or Dominion silk, if this Bill 
is passed. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : May I thank my learned friend for his 
prophetic gifts ? Sir, I accept the compliment in the spirit in which it 
was meant ; .'jiid may I say that, coming up here to the Assembly as a 
child among his elders, or rather as a baby lion into a den full of Daniels, 
it is extremely pleasant to meet members of my profession so ready to help 
me in every way possible ! Now, Sir, may I just draw attention to one 
peculiar fact that the advent of one Colonial silk should cause any flutter- 
ing in our forensic well-stocked dovecotes. Sir, suppose a man came to 
India and said, I am a Colonial silk ” — and the suggestion I gather is 
that he might get it while very young. My learned friends apparently 
do not know that in the Ceylon Bar of some hundreds of Advoc^ates, only 
4 silks ever exist at one time, besides the two Law Ofiicers of the Crown. 
Sir, you cannot take silk in a Colony in a few years — ^my learned friends 
are very much mistaken if they think so. But, Sir, if a silk from the 
Colonies or, I feel sure, from the Dominions, came here and wished to wear 
silk, he would soon desist from doing so for the very simple reason that 
one ha.s to be a K. C. in India to sport silk. I fortunately have docu- 
mentary proof in my possession of that fact. Knowing this interesting 
question was coming up, I brought with me a copy of the letters patent 
issued to a Colonial silk in Ceylon, and I take it that letters patent in 
similar terms arc issued to an English K. C. and a Dominion K. G. too. 
Now, Sir, if I liad had made any claim on that account, obviously the 
Bar would have said, ** By what authority doest thou this t ’’ And 
obviously I would have produced the actual document, and they would 
very properly have said at once, “ You have no such authority No 
Colonial K. C. therefore would dream of making a claim which could 
not be substantiated. This is the wording of letters patent for silk in 
Ceylon (omitting certain formal words) : 

By His Excellency Sir Henry Manning, Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michel and Saint George, etc., etc., Governor and 
Oommander-in-Ohief in and over the Island of Ceylon, with the Dependencies 
thereof. 

I do not think India would claim to be a dependency of Ceylon. • The 
unly Dependencies which Ceylon has are a few coral islands about 300 
miles south-west; of Colombo, and I do not think any E. C. would f|nd much 
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praetiee there. 1 understand the fee; if aa7,‘'W0idd"be- 50 dr lnoxi''eoeo* 
BUts. Now come the material words : 

<• TO AIiL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHAUL COME. 

GBBETING : ' 

^yHEBEAS His Majesty George the Fifth of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender 

of the Faith, being well satisfied of the loyalty, integrity, and ability of 

Barrister-at-law, has thought fit to authorise and require of the said Governor to cause 
Letters Patent to be passed under the Public Seal of the said Island of Ceylon, con- 
stituting and appointing him the said to be one of Ilis ^jcsty’s 

Counsel for the Laid Island of Ceylon : 

NOW KNOW YE that We, by virtue of the powers in Us so vested and in 
pursuance of His Majesty’s instructions to Us, do hereby cause these Our Letters 

Patent to bo isvsued to him the said constituting and appointiug him the 

said to be one of His Majesty’s Counsel for the said Island of Ceylon, 

to hold and enjoy within the said Island of Ceylon, all and singular the rights, allow- 
ances, privileges, and preeminences, to the said appointment belonging or appertaining 
in as full and ample a manner as any other of His Majesty’s Counsel learned in the 
Law, in any of His Majesty’s Colonies doth hold or enjoy, or of right ought to have 
held or enjoyed the same, and also the liberty of sitting and practising within the Bar 
of the said Island of Ceylon, as any of His 'Majesty ’s Counsel learned in the Law do, 
ought to, or may practise. ’ ’ 

Obviouslj% therefore, every Ceylon Advocate knows, that whether he 
be a King’s Counsel, young or old, and comes from the Colonies, he has 
no rights whatever to be a silk in India. Why, in his own document his 
privilege is strictly limited as a K. C. in the terms of the document itself. 
If however a Colonial K. C. from Ceylon goes to England and appears in 
the Privy ([Council in a Colonial appeal, he keeps his silk gown and appears 
as a K. C., merely because the Privy Council is the final court of appeal 
for Ceylon. Ijord Haldane once said in a very illuminating sentence 
to an advocate in my hearing, when a Privy Council appeal was being 
argued about Muhammadaii law in East Africa something like this : 

‘ ‘ You must remember, we are not English judges sitting here in an English court ; 
we are instead three learned lawyers of an East Africiin court who are experts in the 
Muhammadan law, and we sit in that capacity as the final court of appeal for Muham- 
madan appeals from East Africa.” 

The Privy Council is still to-day the final court of appeal of Canada, 
and other Dominions and Colonies, and to that extent a Colonial silk 
is a silk in the Privy Council : but if he was an English barrister and was 
briefed in a county court in England the next day, he would appear 
in the county court as a junior barrister and wear a stuff gown. This 
carious dual i?rofessional position I admit may seem a little anomalous, 
but the answer is that the good sense of the profession prevails, and so 
we see that a Colonial K. C. when in England is only a silk when appearing 
in the Privy Council, but not for any other professional purpose. Sir, 
when I came to India, it was only qua as an ordinary— a very barrister 
ordinary — that I could claim precedence or any right whatsoever, and I 
never have made the slightest claim to professional precedence by \irtue 
of this document, anywhere outside the confines of the Island of Ceylon 
nnd its coral-island dependencies or the Privy Council. Therefore, Sir, 
to go back, I v;ould ask Sir Hari Singh (Jour whether he does not think 
that to obtain the information which I have asked for would be of very 
I'cal importance. I do not want to speak at great length. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : I think I may infom the Honourable Member 
that I am already in possession of all the information, and I had in fact 
a personal interview with the Lord Chancellor himself. 
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should bv widely circulated t You si^ tteb'idl'tlMt iMfoMUttira has hot 
been circulated and it is a little difficult to understand, if my Houourahle 
friend had all that information, how it was that he said in his ^tm^t 
pf Objects and Reasons about Colonial silk penalising the Indian Advocate. 
jSow can he support that f 

Sir Hari Singh Qonr : If my Honourable friend will give way, the 
answer is simple. If my friend will look to the opinions of the Madras 
High Coui't and of the Calcutta High Court, they have misiindorstood this 
clause “ King’s Counsel ” in the Act of 1927 to apply only to English and 
Colonial silks. This misunderstanding I wish to remove. The Calcutta 
High Court say that in the Act of 1927 the words “ King’s Counsel ” are 
understood to mean English and Colonial silks, and now this privilege of 
the English and Colonial silks is sought to be taken away by my Bill, 
7hat, I submit, is the misunderstanding which 1 wish to remove. The Act 
of 1927 was n(it intended to confer any privilege upon either English or 
Colonial King’s Counsel. It w’as intended to create a local Indian silk 
and it is with that purpose that the term “ King’s Counsel ” was intro- 
duced in the Act of 1927. The Judges have misunderstood it, not know- 
ing the history, not having read Sir James Crerar’s speech, and not having 
read the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

Mr. 0. BroMce Blliott : I am very much obliged to my Honourable 
and learned friend for his explanation. I think he had better recirculate 
the Bill so that their Lordships of Calcutta and Madras may be better 
informed in future ! What I am suggesting is this — ^that we want to be as 
fully prepared for the introduction of silk in India as we possibly can. I 
am as keen as Sir Hari Singh Gour is in this matter, and t^t is an 
{^solutely sincere statmnent. If there is any misconceptiem, I should sug- 
gest to Sir Hari Sin^ Goiur to circulate the information in his pos-session 
together with the information I have givmi. 

Sir Hari CHngh Oomr : It is there in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons. 

Mr. 0. Brooks Mliott : My learned friend will forgive me, but with 
all his gifts of compression it is impossiUe to get all that I have asked for 
iu ^If a page of print. 

Mr Hari Singh Hour : See the last paragraph. 

Mr. 0. Brooke BUiott : Although like a l^lls-Royce the paragraph 
referred to has a high ratio of literal compression, I really cannot expect 
that all that I have asked for is to be found in 17 lines of small print. 

I shnply want to establish my first point that there is no east-iron 
hurry about this important matter. Accordii^ to professional opinion in 
Madras on the authority of our Advocate-General, Mr. Alladi Krishna- 
swaini, whose name stands very high in India, I woidd say Madras opinion 
is this : we do not think the time is quite ripe yet. I would therefore 
suggest our procuring further information. Then I come to two other 
points, on which I should like to hear what my teamed friend has to say. 
They seem to me to be points of substance, and I want definite informa- 
tion about them if it can be procured. 

Sir, the new constitution of India will have to dehl with immense 
problems. For the purposes of the leg^ profession, from what I might 
call purely interested motives, what wiU interest ns or affect tho Bar 
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most directly is whether there is to be one ceHli^ Hig'h Court for all 
India md whether the whole of the profession is to be formed into one 
gireat Indian Bar. That matter was rained ineidwtally the other day 
and of eonrse we eoold not adequately discuss it on a resolution, and the 
Honourable Sir James Greror g^ave us many reasons proving that it was a 
sabjeot of infinite eomplieation and implication. But, Sir, does not Sir 
Hari Skigh Goui* agree with me that it will make a very great deal of 
differtaiec if you have one High Court at Delhi, of which I take it we 
would all bo rotenroUed os Advocates ; or is it the inteiitHin of : the autho- 
rities that, in the interests of the Bar, thjs Provineial Bars should still 
rnnain in status qua 1 That seems to me <an enormously important ques- 
tion and very closely allied to the introduction of silk. Is silk to be 
central silk, or provincial ? If you have a central court sitting at Delhi, 
with a Lord Chief Justice of India, I take it a great deal will depend as 
to the nature of the jurisdiction in professional matters that is conferred 
upon tliat august tribunal. For my own part I do think that it would 
be a very tine idea and a very great professional conception that the 
Indian Bar should be one entity and not divided into provinces — ^in other 
words there would be an all-India Bar. I do not want to go into the 
technical aspects of it, but at the present moment, as my learned friend 
knows \ery well, you become a member and enrol in one High Court and 
you may sometimes appear in other High Courts, subject to certain condi- 
tions and to what I may call the comity of the legal profession. A Madras 
advocate, for instance, may go to Rangoon and appear in one special case. 
But at the moment the organisation of the profession is such that each 
Presidency or Province has its own Presidential or Provineial Bar. Now, 
if you have a Lord Chief Justice of India, and if you eemeentrate at Delhi 
the highest judicial authority over India in the hands of a Lord Chief 
Justice and a Tribunal that like the Imi Chancellor in JSngland is to be 
entrusted with general jurisdiction ov^ professional matters such as silk, 
then it seems to me that a very different problem will arise as to the nature 
of the rank or degi?ee of King’s Counsel that you are going to introduce. 
PcracmaUy, therefore if I mi^ say so, following ICadras opinion, I would 
like to see the question of King’s Counsel reserved until we know exactly 
what the future legal constitution of India in such respects is going to be. 

Sir Hari Singh Cknir : But there is the Act of 1927 in the meantime. 

Bfr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I am endeavouring to show that though the 
Act of 1927 has remained on the Statute-book, no harm whatever has 
been done. No K. C. has come in from outside and in any way penalised 
any Indian advocate. All I am seeking to say is that in view of this very 
wide and difficult matter, upon which opinion is not unanimous in the 
profession, would it not be advisable to get fuller information and see 
what the future constitution of India judicially is going to be ? Is there 
to be one central court at Delhi, or the various High Courts of the 
Presidencies and provinces to retain in the future the substance of their 
present jurisdiction in matters professional in co-operation with the Bar 
Councils or not t 

Then, Sir, I come to one further point, and it is this. You will observe 
that King's Counsel, as the very name itself states, is the grant of a high 
privilege by His Majesty the King in England, or presumably in his 
capacity as King-Emperor in India through his Viceroy. Before silk 
was introduced into Ceylon the proper official machinery had to be created, 

His Majesty had first to be ai^ed whether it was his Royal will arid 
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pleasure to grant silk to Ceylon. I should like to know— here again I 
am ill the dark — ^whether His Majesty has been so approached in relation 
to a gi*ant of silk in India f Because, with great respect, I would say 
that a high constitutional authority like my learned friend would at once, 
I am sure, see that we should not seek to extract from His Majesty the 
grant of King’s Counsel after a Bill like this has been passed by us in this 
Assembly. Wc should seek consent first. Is not that a very real and 
practical difficulty f Anyhow it is surely a matter of common courtesy 
towards His Majesty : and it does seem to me that until the Bar Associa- 
tions of India have been consulted through the ordinary channels of com- 
munication and the Government have ascertained that it is in fact His 
Majesty’s Royal will and pleasure to confer silk on the profession in India, 
are wc not a little premature in this matter in spite of the words ?n the Act 
referred to by the Mover. I think that is a real difficulty ; and Sir 
Murray Coutts-Trotter, our late and talented Chief Justice, who was I 
think President of the Bar Committee that toured India and took evidence 
before the Act was passed, specially stated somewhere that the time might 
come later on when the question would certainly arise whether King’s 
Counsel or some other like senior professional degree should be introduced 
into India. I am giving his opinion from memory, but my Honourable 
and learned friend will doubtless remember the passage in question. This 
view^ is reflected in several of the opinions printed for our infonnation. 
Sir Murray Coutts-Trotter was thoroughly familiar with the traditions 
and practice that obtained in England, and he said that the Bar would 
have very seriously to consider whether the degree of King’s Counsel was 
the most appropriate and the most fit form of degree for senior members 
of the Bar in India, or whether it could be achieved better by some other 
means, at some future time. Certainly in Madras you may take it from 
me that the general feeling is against rushing this matter through in a 
hurry ; and as I said before I would like to know (perhaps my learned 
friend or some Member of the Government will explain), supposing this 
Bill went through, and if it was enacted that “ King’s Counsel means a 
person so appointed from among the legal practitioners in India ’ ’, who is 
to appoint the said King’s Counsel ? I want to know the meaning of 
so appointed ”. By whom is the appointment to be made ? I want 
that question to be answered. 

(The Honourable Member then resumed his seat.) 

Mr. President : Will the Honourable Member proceed with his 
remarks ? 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I only wanted to know ‘‘ by ivhom ”, Sir. 

I do not know whether anybody in India can appoint. Who has the 
powder ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Appointed by the Governor General in the 
exercise of his delegated prerogative as in the case of the Dominions. 

Mr. C. Brooke Elliott : I accept that, for the moment. But why was 
it not said so here f And the next question that arises is this, is the Governor 
General prepared to do so ? Has he actually any such delegated power f 
Where is there any definite assurance to that effect ? 

Sir Hari Si^h Ck>ur : They must have had the assurance in 1927 
when it was introduced. 
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Mr. President : Order, order. I do not want these interruptions, 
the Honourable Member has already been fairly long and these inter- 
ruptions have the effect of prolonging the Honourable Member’s speech. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott ; I am sorry, Sir, I put the question. I wish 
to be as short as possible. When it is said that the Governor General 
must ” ha\e given that assurance, I can only say that in delicate mattera 
of prerogative I am not going to assume anything rashly. I think tliat 
those words really slipped into the Act without ail their implications 
being clearly understood. I am not sure that is not an opinion which is 
very widely held amongst lawyers in India. Sir, what do we lose by 
seeking first of all to get a specific assurance that if such a Bill as this 
eventually went through, the Governor General has power to create silks ? 
Are we satisfied that His Excellency has the power to grant it under what 
I may call the delegated prerogatives of His Majesty 1 Personally I 
doubt it. Surely we ought to get that important point quite clear first. 
But I want to put it on even higher ground than that. The legal profes- 
sion has honourable and noble traditions going back a long way. One of 
these which I value most is its courtesy and its devotion to lawful autlio- 
rity. A man who practises law should serve the law. The very fine word 
“ Sergeant which I should like perhaps to see introduced in India rather 
than “ King’s Counsel ”, has most delightful professional associations 
because it means Serviens ad Legem — one who serves the law. Inci- 
dentally Sergeants-at-Law held a higher professional rank than contem- 
porary King’s Counsel. No man at our time could become a judge unless 
he was a Sergeant-at-Law. 

I apologise for the length of my remarks. They are only made with 
the single and sole object of being quite sure that we do not take a pre- 
mature step, backwards. I shall listen with great interest to what the 
legal representatives of the Government have to say on these points. My 
one desire is the ennoblement of our profession and to bo quite sure that 
before silk gowns are actually given, the recipients should know exactly 
the conditions under which they arc going to be given. Are we going to 
have a long and complicated code of rules brought in, or what is to be the 
position ? Because I know that my Honourable and learned friends at the 
Indian Bar want the substance of silk, they do not want the shadow, and 
merely to put the honorific letters K. C. after their names. What they 
really want is to get the substance. Why I have made these remarks has 
been because I wish to see such a degree introduced but not at a moment 
when it is in my humble opinion premature. Above all I have had at the 
back of my mind in all that I have said to-day the interests of the junior 
members of the profession. Sir, many of the junior members of the 
profession in Madras have frequently urged upon me to do what I could 
in the Bar Council of Madras (of which I have the honour to be a member), 
to see that the interests of the juniors should be protected and safe- 
guarded. The introduction of silk would help the juniors, and therefore 
I would be glad to see it introduced in due season. I feel sure that Sir 
Hari Singh Gour himself has that object also in view. As usual I find 
myself largely if not entirely in agreement with the Mover, and yet I am 
going to invite him to accept suggestion that until we liave the fuller 
information, together with that already in his possession, which, if he 
^ould show it to me I shall be grateful— the question might be postponed 

further consideration and nothing is lost by our waiting a few months 
more. \Vp do hope that in the course of the next session at Delhi (which I 
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aRt afraid 1 shall not be able to attend, but my Honourable friend no doubt 
• will), the House wiU have seen at least the outline of the new constitution 
for India. That is my main point ; I desire earnestly that this great step 
forward, the introduction of silk to our profession, should coincide with 
the greater introduction of the new constitution in India. (Applause.) 

Pandit Earn Krishna Jha (Darbhanga cum Saran : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I rise to support the motion of Sir Hari Singh Gour. I 
am sure what is there in the mind of my Honourable friend is that the 
man at the top in India should have the same distinction as the man at 
the top in England. So far as the Vakil Bar is concerned, it has been 
conceded many a time that there are men in that profession who are not 
really inferior to any barrister practising either in England or in India. 
Now my learned friend Mr. Elliott said that there is a great difference 
between the King’s Counsel and others in the matter of practice. He is 
wrong when he says that there is no middleman between the topmost man 
in India and the client. As a matter of practice you will find that in 
Bihar and Bengal, the topmost man is approached by a client through a 
junior vakil oc a solicitor and it is very seldom that lawyers of standing 
come into direct contact with the clients. So there is no reason why Sir 
Hari Singh Gour’s Bill should not be taken into consideration. 

Mr. C. Brooke Elliott : Is there any fixed rule that a senior should 
not take a brief except through a junior ? 

Pandit Bam Krishna Jha : There is no rule. But in the High Court 
at Calcutta the rule is that the Barristers cannot accept a brief except 
through a solicitor. In any case in Bihar and in Bengal it is very sekloin 
the case that the seniormost man accepts a brief except through a solicitor 
or a juiiioi vakil. Therefore that does not matter much. When the Act 
of 1927 has made a provision for a gradation like this, is there anyone 
here who says that a grade like this cannot be created. Why should we 
not then give effect to that ? If the successful lawyers of any High Court 
do desei’ve this distinction, there is no reason why it should be withheld 
from them. I submit, therefore, that the motion of Sir Hari Singh Gour 
should be carried. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal (Jullundur Division : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, I rise to support the motion made by Sir Ilari Singh Gour, 
and T would like briefly to touch on the points raised by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Brooke Elliott. I must frankly confess that I was dis- 
appointed at his speech. I expected much better support from him than 
he has given to the Bill. He has in fact tried to kill it with soft words. 
He has appeared as a supporter of the motion, but only in theory. In 
practice his heart went against the motion. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : In actual practice I wanted to give you 
my support. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : I would analyse the various objec- 
tions that my friend has raised. In doing so, I w^ould try my best to 
keep this discussion free from technicalities. One is likely to become 
technical in dealing with this question, because it deals with the con- 
stitution of the legal profession, and you cannot escape technicalities. 
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But I will try my best to keep the discussion to the level where every 
layman can follow it. Now the chief objection of 
my learned friend, Mr. Elliott, was, “ We want in- 
formation on the subject Information, information, information ! 
What is the limit to the amount of information that my learned friend 
wants ? He knows full well w^hat King’s Counsel in England are, what 
King^s Counsel in the various Dominions and the Colonies are. What 
is the objection to having precisely that kind of classification in the 
Members of the profession here ? 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I do not know ; that was the information 
I asked for ; when we get the information we shall know how to proceed. 

Mr. B. B. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : If you do 
not know, my -only submission is that you ought to know. 

Mr. C. Brooke Elliott : I agree. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : 1 am trying to examine this desire 
and demand for information, wlietlier it is really the desire for genuine 
information which a person ignorant of the subject has, or whether it 
is the desire of a person who will not be satisfied in spite of all the in- 
formation placed at his disposal. 1 say, here is an Honourable Member 
wlio is a K. C. of the (/cylon Bar and who has been practising long 
in India and also has the honour of belonging to the profession in 
England ; and he says he is so ignorant of all these things that he wants 
information and more information at this stage. Let us see what that 
information is. We find in the Act of 1927, which wo have been told 
tliat the Honourable Sir James Oerar helped to pass through this House, 
Act XITI of 1927, one short clause or sentence provided in section 2 (4) 
that the Advocate General shall have pre-audience before all other 
advocates, and that K. C.’s shall have pre-audience before all other 
advocates excei)t the Advocate General. Now we are told there are many 
dangers if our demand is accepted and K. C.’s are created in this country. 
Hut 1 shall show presently that in 1927 the Act was deliberately passed, 
after consulting legal opinion and considering the recommendations of 
a Bar Committee which travelled all over the country ; and by that Act 
you gave a definite privilege to a class of people known as K. C.’s. If 
that class does not exist in this country, I should like to know what was 
the point in getting this Assembly to pass the Bill and obtain the 
Governor General’s assent to a measure in which you allow the privilege 
of seniority and of pre-audience to these men known as K. C.’s next to 
the Advocate General. Who is this person known to the hw and uivknown 
to the world, this King’s Counsel ? We know that he does not exist 
within this country. But he can be imported into this country. He 
does not exist so far in the country though legally we have been given 
that privilege ; and all that my learned friend Sir Hari Singh Gour wants 
he says, “ Here is a person known as King’s Counsel, whom you have 
put in your Act and who has a certain privilege of pre-audience and 
^ouiority ; create him in this land ; let him be an indigenous product 
Hut that is where the danger lies. My friend fears that it is all very 

to have this distinction elsewhere but that it is much better to import 

i*u from abroad rather than create him in this country. There is the 
rub 
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Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : May I say that I want him to be intro« 
dueed : 1 nin in favour of it and not against it ; all I say is let us be ns 
ready as possible to have the other scheme ; I am strongly in favour of it 
in due course. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : As usual my friend is very lymptF 

thetic ; only he says, let us wait for a time ; let us wait till there is one 
High Court, one top institution over all courts, a central institution. But 
what did he do when there was an attempt to bring that institution 
into existence or to visualise it ? It is all very well to have lip sympathy 
and when the time comes to go over and vote with the opposite side. “We 
do not want that kind of sympathy 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Not at all ; I am for it. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Did you vote for it, for the proposition 
that the High Courts should be centralised t ^ 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I could not on that motion. May I say 
that I did so because at that stage the Round Table Conference was 
sitting and all I Avanted was to know what they did before we started 
doing anything. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : My learned friend is ready for 
notliing. We are unfortunately at a stage when my learned friend is 
not ready for the centralisation of the existing High Courts ; he is not 
ready for the creation of a centralised High Court or for the creation of 
the class of people for whom the law has provided a certain privilege. 
The reason is he wants information. That he says is his trouble. The 
real trouble, I am sorry to have to say it, is that he does not like the idea 
that this class should be manufactured in this country and should not 
be imported. If we have given this right of pre-audience to the K. C. 
and we do not create him in this country, what is the position t Sir 
Hari Singh Gour suspected that it would be the K. C. from abroad, 
from England or the Colonies who would be able to claim that privilege ; 
my learned friend, Mr. Brooke Elliott, said he would correct one mis- 
apprehension that the K. C. from Ceylon at any rate would not be able 
to invade us. But I am not sure whether the K. C. from other places, 
from England for example, would not be able to come here and claim pre- 
audience. 

That brings me to another problem that I must place before the 
Honourable House in order that they may see the danger lurking behind 
the present situation. If this provision of the law stands, it means that 
the King's Counsel will have pre-audience. Where is the K. C. ? A 
person who is a K. C. in England can come to this country and claim 
pre-audience over every other man in this land, be he an advocate or 
barrister or a vakil. Now, it is an unfortunate part of the profession 
to which I have the honour to belong that a distinction based on no rhyme 
w reason, once it is brought in, becomes very difficult to obliterate. 
Honourable Members will have read the debates and they will have 
seen what great trouble it took to try and obliterate the distinction 
between an advocate and a vnkil, i,e., between persons who had gone 
abroad and got ^ their qualification in England and those who qualified 
them^lv^ in this land. And if we have made some progress in obliterate 
mg that distinction, though we have not absolutely done so yet, it is not 
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proper to introduce another. The trouble now is that we are in danger 
of having another distinction foisted upon the profession, the distinction 
that persons who have had the honour of receiving silk in England will 
have an unmerited right of pre-audience or seniority in this country. 
To this my learned friend has great objections. He says, “ Oh, yes ; 
we are not fit for it That is one argument he used — do not bow 
about the fitness or unfitness of it. I would like to go on with the pro- 
fession as it is— advocates and nobody else ; but when the legislature of 
set purpose has brought in that distinction, it is not for me to quarrel 
with it. If my learned friend should have thought that this idea of 
having King’s Counsel is a thoroughly mischievous one in England and 
that therefore it should not be brought in here because the moment a 
man was made King’s Counsel he had to starve and we do not want 
people in this land to starve, 1 could have understood him if he had 
proposed a repeal of the Act of 1927. If he had done that I should have 
appreciated his arguments. But the distinction is there already in the 
statute ; and he merely says, We are not ripe for it here He said 
there were great disadvantages and that the time was hardly opportune 
and that it was in the interests of the juniors that it should not be so 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I said it is in the interests of the juniors 
that it should go through. I am sorry if my learned friend did not hear 
me aright. I said the juniors want us seniors to give them every help, 
and yet I am told I am against tlie juniors ! 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : I understood my learned friend to 

say somehow that in the interests of the juniors this class should not be 
Cl eated. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Should be created. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : If that is so, then where is the objee- 

tiou to this Bill going through ? 

]\Iy Honourable friend then tried another form of attack. He asked, 
‘MVho is to create this K. C. 1 He asked, IlaA^e you asked the 
Governor General whether he will do it ? It is one of those funny 
objections which T do not think was intended seriously. Are not the 
advisers of the Governor General there to advise him in exercising this 
privilege of conferring distinctions ? It only requires that certain 
powers should be conferred upon the Governor General and there are 
members of the Bar among his advisers who will see that the privilege 
is exercised properly. It is a funny proposition to say that the law 
gives a certain privilege or exercise of a certain prerogative and that 
the Governor General in Council or the Governor General would not be 
inclined to exercise it. It is much too puerile for any serious argument. 
Therefore, my submission is that all the objections of my friend 
^r. Elliott proceeded from a lurking fear in his mind that this person 
known as the King’s Counsel might not be created in this country, that 
the privilege sliould be restricted to a few to enjoy the honour, lest that 
honour should become cheap in this land. Whatever that may be, there 
absolutely no reason for not trying to face the issue. The issue then 
is it desirable in the interests of the profession to have in the pro- 
yisions of law this distinction or not. Now, to this proposition I will 
jnit invite the attention of the House for a few minutes. Now, those 
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who object to the distinction between a barrister and a vakil may feel 
alarmed at the present distinction, but, I submit there is nothing to be 
alarmed about in this for the very simple reason that the distinction 
between an advocate and a vakil was due to the accident of birth or the 
accident of the place where you received your training. That was not 
at all right ; that was neither good for the profession nor for the members 
of tlie profession. Therefore, it was deemed to be illogical that a person, 
who was very learned in law, though he had received his education and 
training in this land, should be junior to a fresher who came from 
England. That distinction depended on an accident, and it was objected to 
and the distinction was removed. Now, Sir, what is this distinction that 
we are anxious to bring in, which the Legislature has brought in, and 
which we are trying to retain ? This distinction is based on the fact 
that the person, who has risen to the height of the ladder, has obtained a 
distinction by merit in the profession, is to be marked by the conferment 
of asn honour by His Majesty the King or his representative the Lord 
Chancellor or the Minister of Justice. Now, is there any objection to 
it ? I Avould submit that the eminence of a lawyer should be measured 
certainly by something more than tlie amount of money that he can get 
every month or every year, and if in the j)rofession he tries to obtain the 
honour not by virtue of some accidental position, but by sheer merit and 
integrity, it is certainly high time that the law recognised it. That is 
precisely what this Bill proposes to do. It creates an honour and a 
distinction not for reasons which are accidental but for reasons of sheer 
merit for those who have risen in the profession, to which they are 
entitled. Tn this connection I would like to place before the House a 
few lines from the Bar Committee's recommendations to which my 
Honourable friend Mr. Elliott made a passing reftirence. At page 11 of 
the Bar Committee's Report, it is pointed out : 

“ We have also evidence that in Allahabad, where such a rule exists, this elevation 
to the Advocates^ roll is a distinction which is highly prized by the profession.’* 

This is also the case T submit in some of the High Courts whore 
advocates are created by the Judges. 

Continuing the Report says : 

“It may or i1 may not be desirable to provide for the recognition of distinguished 
merit at the Bar by elevation to a higher grade of practitioners. This is a (juostioii 
which does not properly come within the terms of our inquiry. But if it is desirable, 
we consider that a more suitable form of recognition, such as the grant of the rank 
of King’s Counsel, could be devised than elevation to a grade which, while it may con- 
tain a higher average of outstanding talent, cannot possibly be regarded as exclusively 
composed of successful practitioners. We do not therefore think that this consideration 
detracts in any way from, the desirability of unifying the grades.” 

That, T submit, was the recommendation, the tentative proposal put 
forward by the Bar Committee, but the Bill of 1927 went much further. 
It definitely accepted the position that a class known as the King ’*5 
Counsel shdl have pre-audience and seniority. If that was the view of 
the Bar Committee, if that was their recommendation, then T do not see 
why there should be any objection to creating a King's Counsel iu this 
country. The point is, would the executive have the power to do it or 
the Lord Chancellor or the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or some 
other body should have that power, but there is absolutely no reason 
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why, because the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or the Minister of 
Justice does not exist in this country, this Bill should not go to a Select 
Committee. It cannot be taken up before January ; it will take months 
and months before any such class can actually come into existence, and 
it would depend on the will of the Governor General or the persons who 
have the power to create such a class. Therefore, for the reason that 
the creation of such a class was recommended by the Indian Bar 
Committee, that such a class was visualised in the Act of 1927 and tliat 
certain privileges should be conferred on this class, it is eminently neces- 
sary that such a class should be created, in this country, and not left to 
the off chance of persons coming over here from elsewhere and obtaining 
that privilege in the profession to which, I submit, according to the 
rules of the profession, they would not be entitled. I do not see that any 
objection has been put forward to nullify the proposal of my Honourable 
friend Sir Ilari Singh Gour. I therefore think that this Bill should be 
allowed to go to the Select Committee and that they submit their report 
in Delhi or elsewhere. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Tw^o of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


STATEMENT ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, 
with your permission I will make a short statement on the financial 
position. 

Before I come to the more formal part of what I have to say T should 
like to express to every Member of this House my sense of appreciation 
of the great consideration which they have shown to me during the last 
three days. I can assure all Honourable Members that it has been most 
irksome and unpleasant for me on my side to have kept them in suspense 
in this matter. I know that many of them have had their own con- 
siderable anxieties, and that they have been constantly pressed by their 
constituents to make representations to this House ; but in spite of this 
they have not only shown great personal courtesy to me in refraining 
from harassing enquiries or criticisms, but they have responded with 
good-will to my representations to them that it would not be in the public 
interest to discuss the matter until we were in a position to make a 
definite statement. I hope that T may read into their attitude not merely 
an expression of personal good-will, but a feeling of confidence that we 
on this side have been doing our utmost to work out, in the midst of a 
position of great complexity, a plan which would really be in the best 
interests of India. 

In any case, whatever the reason, I would like to accord to the 
House my most grateful thanks. 

In consultation with the Secretary of State and His Majesty 
Government certain arrangements have been concluded in order to 
ensure that the currency policy announced by the Secretary of State last 
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Monday may be carried out successfully and in a manner most conducive 
to the interests of India. There are two special features in these arrange- 
ments which I must mention. 

In the first place, I am authorised to state that the undertaking given 
by His Majesty’s Government in June last of support for India and 
reafilrmed by the Prime Minister last week is not in any way affected by 
the suspension of the Gold Standard in England, and that we are assured 
of this support of His Majesty’s Government for the carrying out of the 
policy which has been announced. In view of the fact that all the ex- 
ternal obligations of the Government of India are sterling obligations, 
no form of assurance could be more appropriate to India’s needs or of 
greater value. It is in full and conMent reliance on this assurance 
that the Government of India have felt themselves justified in sponsoring 
the policy. 

In the second place the Government of India have had to take into 
account the possibility that, in present conditions of uncertainty as to 
the international position, there might be an inducement to speculators 
to take advantage of unlimited facilities offered by the Government to 
acquire sterling exchange, and that this might operate to the detriment 
of genuine traders and of the public interest. The Government therefore 
propose to take the following course. 

The operation of the Ordinance which was promulgated on September 
21, will be terminated, and the Government will take powers to control 
exchange operations, so that their obligations as currency authority to 
sell sterling can be limited to requirements for genuine trade purposes, 
for the fulfilment of obligations incurred prior to September 21, and 
for reasonable domestic requirements. Thcvse powers wdll be based on 
an Ordinance and rules issued thereunder, the terms of 'which are being 
communicated to the Press to-day. 

The Government hope to have the co-operation of all banks and 
other business organisations, so that this system, for so long as it may 
be required, may work smoothly in the interests of genuine trade. 

All banks will reopen for normal business to-morrow, Friday, Septem- 
ber 25. In this connection the Government wdsh again to repeat the 
assurance given in their (tommunique yesterday, that the internal banking 
position is thoroughly sound, and, that there is not the slightest reason 
to apprehend any disturbance with normal trade conditions in India. 
I might in this connection remind the public, in case there are any who 
have doubts regarding the note issue, that our holding of silver rupees 
is about 127 crores against a note issue of 148 crores, or to put it in 
another way, I may say that our stock of silver rupees is about four times 
the total population of India, men, women and children (Laughter). If, 
owing to the unexpected declaration of the three public holidays, there 
is any tendency on the part of the public to display anxiety or to with- 
draw funds from the banks, the Imperial Bank will render assistance 
to meet all legitimate demands, and the Government will stand behind 
the Imperial Bank in their action. It should be made clear that the 
responsibility for the closing of the banks for three days rests on the 
Government and not on the banks themselves. The action was taken 
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in order to give the Government time to assess the international position 
as regards exchange, to prevent speculation during the first period of 
uncertainty, and to enable the Government to make arrangements for 
securing the future position. 

That having been accomplished the vray is open for the resumption 
of normal business with complete confidence. 

I must now turn to another very important matter, the Government’s 
plan for dealing with our general budgetary and financial position. It 
was stated by His Excellency the Viceroy in bis speech to the Legislature 
on September 14, that we should shortly be announcing those plans to 
you. If it had not been for the intervention of a special crisis in the 
last three days, that announcement would have been made earlier. His 
Excellency stated that it Avas essential in these critical times that India 
sliould demonstrate to the world her continued adherence to principles 
of sound finance. The importance of this has, if anything, been in- 
creased by what has happened in the last few days. We must balance 
our current expenditure by current receipts and live within our income. 
It will have been apparent to all Honourable Members who have studied 
the financial returns, that the course of our revenue receipts has been 
falling below our Budget estimates. We are satisfied that we must restore 
e(|uilibrium and that it would not be sound practice to wait until the next 
Budget for doing so. It is therefore necessary to introduce an emergency 
])rograinme in which the main permanent measures towards the restora- 
tion of equilibrium must be by way of retrenchment, but in the interval, 
until th(^ measures of retrenchment can be fully effective, it will be 
lu'cessary to have recourse to other measures also to ensure immediate 
(Hluilibrium. I trust that the House will be satisfied with our programme 
and will find in our retrenchment proposals all those measures to which 
they attach im])ortance. We shall endeavour to deal honestly and 
s+raightly wdth the position. I have now to announce that our full pro- 
l>osals wdll be laid before the House on Monday next. This procedure 
will provide the opportunity for discussing our retrenchment proposals, 
about which I have been asked so often during the session, and I trust 
tliat w^hen they see our full plan all Honourable Members will co-operate 
with us in doing what Ave havn tried to do, that is to say, in dealing 
honestly and straightly with the position, thinking only of the public 
interest at a time of national emergency. 

Mr. R. K. Shaimmkham Chatty (Salem and Coimbatore cwm North 

Areot : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, with your permission, I would 
like fo ask my Honourable friend one or two questions with a view to enable 
Honourable Members on this side of the House and the public at large 
to appreciate the exact implications of the statement that the Ilononr- 
able Member made just now. T would like to know from him, Sir, 
whether the Government of India have arranged definite credits in 
their favour by the British Government on which they propose to 
operate in meeting their sterling obligations and in meeting the de- 
loands for reverse councils. 

Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think my statement is 
sufficiently clear for my Honourable friend. I have told him that we 
have the assurance of His Majesty’s Government that we can count 

assistance. I should have thought that that would have been 
sutheient in present circumstances. 
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lb. B. K. Shanmtikham Ohetty : That doe/s not make the position 
perfectly clear. What we would like to know, Sir, is when the help 
of the British Government will come into operation. Why I am asking 
this question is this. We apprehend that as a result of a great rush 
for sterling remittances the gold resources of the Government of 
India might be depicted, and I would therefore like to know definitely 
from my Honourable friend whether in meeting their sterling obliga- 
tions and the demands for reverse councils they would actually utilise 
the gold resources tliat they have for the present and then resort to 
the credits of the British Government or whether they propose to call 
for that aid immediately. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T fully appreciate the 
importance of my Honourable friend’s point and T can assure him that 
it has the full attention of the Government. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I would like to have from my 
Honourable friend another piece of information and to have another 
assurance. The position of our gold resources to-day is somewhere in 
tlie neighbourhood of about 64 crores of rupee.s, whereas on the 30th 
August last it stood at 95 crores of rupees, so that we have lost 31 
crores of our gold resources during the last one year. 1 want an 
assurance from my Honourable friend that they would not allow the 
gold resources of India to drop below a certain safe limit, and I 
would like to know from my Honourable friend whether the Govern- 
ment of India have made up their minds what that minimum limit is 
and whetlier they propose to stick up to that limit. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; My Honourable friend in 
giving figures of gold resources has taken actual gold and sterling 
securities together. As I informed the House the other day, our actual 
gold stocks now stand at about 32J million pounds sterling, that is 
te say, pounds sterling on their previous parity, and actually exceed 
by 7 million pounds the value of our gold resources a year ago. My 
Honourable friend has asked me a question to which I think it would 
be impossible, and I am sure as a business man he will recognise that 
it must be impossible, for me as responsible for our currency opera- 
tions to give a definite answer. If I were to tell him that we will 
allow our reserves to go down to a particular limit, the whole world 
would know what we have in hand to support exchange. It is quite 
impossible for me to answer that question now, but I would again 
assure my Honourable friend that I am fully cognisant of the import- 
ance of the points which he has raised and I would ask him to have 
confidence in the Government to respect public opinion and tlie 
national interests in this matter. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : I quite realise. Sir, that it 
would not be possible or admissible for the Government to announce 
to the public at large to what extent they would allow the gold 
resources to be depleted, but I want that he should be. in a position to 
give an assurance to this side of the House and to the Indian public 
that they would not allow the gold resources of India to go below a 
^fe limit, and I would like to have an assurance from him that the 
Goyemment of India, in meeting their sterling obligations, will have 
that point in view. 
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^6 Honourable Sir Otoorge Schuster : I can assure my Honourable 
friend that the. Government of India in meeting their sterling obligations 
will have that point in view. 

Mr. R. E. Shanmukhaxn Chetty : I understood from my Honour- 
able fricmd that in withdrawing the Ordinance and in resuming the 
plan to sell sterling, they propose to ration the sterling require- 
ments to meet genuine trade demands. I would like to know from 
my Honourable friend what machinery they propose to set up or what rules 
they propose to make in determining what are the legitimate demands for 
sterling. 1 am asking this question because we seriously apprehend that, 
unless this is looked into properly, it would lead to a good deal of corrup- 
tion and it would be against the interests of the public at large. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable friend 
will have an opportunity of himself studying the regulations in the 
course of this evening. J will see, if he desires it, that he. has a copy. 
The regulations are of a fairly simple nature, and I believe that 
they wSll operate fairly and will not be open to the objections 
which my Honourable friend apprehends. I think that any further 
<Uscussion of that mattc^r had better be defe.rred until my Honour- 
able friend and this House have had an opportunity of studying the 
actual regulations which we are issuing. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Only one other question I 
would like to ask. Am T to understand that there would be no 
embargo on the export of gold ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is not quite clear what 
my Honourable friend means. Embargo on the export of gold by 
private interests ? 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Yes. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : There is no provision in 
the regulations which we have issued till now imposing an embargo 
on the export of gold. 

^ Mr. H. P, Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association ; Tudift Ti 
Commerce) : While I appreciate fully the difficulties of the Honour- 
able the Finance Member in stating the exact figure below which he 
will not allow the gold resources of this country to he depleted, is 
my Hononrable friend in a position to state that, in view of the fact 
that these resources have been very considerably reduced, parti- 
eularly during the last few months, he will not allow any further 
depletion ? Tliat statement will convey an assurance which nothing 
mse can. 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Scbuster : I think I must ask my 
onourable friend to be content with the statement which I have 
made and the answer which I have given to the Deputy President. 

Ifr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : On behalf of those 

House, I should like to say that we very 
nuch appreciate the important statement made by the' finance Mem- 
r, which in our view is exactly what is required to restore confi- 
dence in the country 
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Mr. President : May I draw the Honourable Member’s attention 
to the fact that on this occasion I have permitted Honourable Mem- 
bers to ask questions to further elucidate the statement which the 
Honourable the Mnance Member has made. This is not an occasion 
when any expression of opinion or a speech can be permitted. Does 
the Honourable Member wish to ask any questions ? 

Mr. Arthur Moore : No, Sir. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Without em- 
barrassing the Honourable the Finance Member, may I ask him 
whether he intends to throw this open for debate on the floor of this 
House on Monday — both the retrenchment proposals and his new 
taxation proposals and also the statement which he has made on the 
gold resources and the currency policy ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think my Honourable 
friend is well aware — and if he will look up the records of the pro- 
ceedings of this House and his own speeches,* he will confirm what I 
say — that in a general discussion ou a Finance Bill it is very easy to 
make a rofcjvnce to every possible subject under tiie sun (Laughter). 

Mr. B. Das : Do I take it that it is the intention of Government 
that Monday will be taken up with the discussion of this subject ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : If my Honourable friend 
is asking whether it is the intention of Government that Monday 
should be taken up with the discussion of the announcement which I 
have just made, I would like to inform him that the Government are 
anxious to ascertain what are the wishes of the House as regards the 
facilities for discussing that statement. So far as Government are 
concerned, they would be ready to offer any facility to arrange for 
one of the two days remaining this week to be utilised for that dis- 
cussion. We have not had, Sir, any opportunity of discussing this 
matter with you, but if Honourable Members opposite or the leaders 
of parties have any proposals to make, I can assure them that Gov- 
ernment on their side will do everything possible to meet them. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
The Honourable Member just now said that this Honourable House 
would have every opportunity of discussing every subject in the new 
Finance Bill. From that answer am I to understand that his other 
measures for effecting an enquilibrium in the Budget, will be a Finance 
Bill and that it will also be introduced this session ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable friend is 
perfectly correct in his understanding. 

Mr. B. Das : When does the Honourable Member wish to move 
that Finance Bill, on Monday ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; On Monday, yes. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : I may point out. Sir, that under the Rules and Standing 
Orders, there can hardly be a discussion on Monday of a Bill that 
is introduced on that day. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan *Rural) : I want to ask two questions. I do not want 
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to embarrass the Honourable the Finance MemW, and from this side 
we assure him that we will give him all possible facilities to enable 
him to keep up the credit of this country. My two questions are : 

If the value of sterling went down in the world market, then 
will the value of the Indian rupee proportionately go down, or will 
he release the rupee from sterling f 

The second question is. Is he prepared to promulgate an 
ordinance, by means of which the flight of gold from India may be 
checked 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : As regards the first part 
of my Honourable friend's question, it is quite clear that, if 
the Government maintains its present currency obligations, which 
is the plan which I have just announced to the House and which 
was announced also by the Secretary of State on Monday, then of 
course, if the value of sterling, which is one form by which Govern- 
ment can satisfy its currency obligations, declines in terms of gold, 
the value of the rupee must also decline in terms of gold ; that is to 
say, if the pound sterling has been at a discount, as compared with 
its gold parity value, let us say of 12i per cent. — and according to 
the latest quotations it has been dealt in at a discount somewhat greater 
than that — \mi let me assume that it stands at a diseounc of 12i per cent., 
that mean.s that the rupee is worth Is. 4d. in gold. The latest quota- 
tion that I saw in New York was that the pound sterling stood at 
4.15 dollars, the parity being, as my Honourable friend knows, 4.85J 
dollars, l hal I think represents a discount of about 14^ per cent. ; so 
that the gold value of the rupee, if the rupee is worth Is. 6d. sterlings 
would have been reduced to let us say something like Is. This is 

the position which will e^:ist ; and I would point out to my Honourable 
friend that, according to all the arguments which have been advanced 
in the past by the Honourable gentlemen opposite and certain Indian 
organizations, if those arguments have any force, and if it is in the 

interest of the country to have a lower gold value for the rupee, then 

the position in which we are left, by being attached to sterling, is in 
some ways extremely beneficfel to India. You will get what you 

want, viz., a Is. 3d. rupee ; we, on the other hand, shall not suffer the 

disadvantages that we should have to suffer if our currency had 
depreciated in terms of sterling, in that the rupee equivalent of our 
sterling obligations would not have been at all increased. I know 
my Honourable friend is very interested in currency matters, and I 
would ask him to consider that from his own point of view, that is an 
extremely advantageous position. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Am I to understand from the answer of 
the Honourable the Finance Member that he wishes to connect our 
rupee with the gold standard and not with the, paper sterling ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I know my Honourable 
friend is a very able mathematician, but I do not know in what form of 
sub-division of my answer he managed to iscover that implication ! 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; Whatever may be the value of the paper 
sterling to-day, we do not know whether it will remain at that value. 
Now a the value of the paper sterling went further, will my Honour- 
able friend allow the value of the rupee to go down also f 
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11x8 Hononrable Sir George Sohester : I suggest, Sir, that my 
Honourable friend is now entering into argument which could more 
properly take place on a general discussion of our proposals. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Will my Honourable friend state what, in the 
event of sterling cracking badly, will be the repercussions on commo- 
dity prices and the situation generally on account of the fact that the 
rupee is linked to sterling now ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think my Honourable 
■friend ^s suggested contingency is one which we need not contemplate, 
but again I would say to him that some of the doctrines preached in 
this country seem to have led to the conclusions that the lower the 
value of the rupee, the happier and more prosperous would the country 
be (Laughter), and therefore his fears of further falls in the value of 
sterling and their effects on India, I suggest to him, may be counter- 
balanced by other advantages. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ghetty : Are we the only people with a 
depreciated currency ? Is not the whole of Europe and America 
(inaudible) a sinner in that respect ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am afraid I did not catch 
the question. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty : My Honourable friend suggested 
that there is a doctrine preached in this country which believes in a 
depreciated currency. I put it to him that we are not the only people 
who are sinners in that respect, while the world including the United 
States of America is welcoming the decision of Great Britain to abandon 
the gold standard, which means bringing into existence a depreciated 
currency ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am very glad to take that 
from my Honourable friend. I never suggested that he or any others 
were sinners ! Nor did I suggest that they were alone in their opinions. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Will the 
Honoyirable Member be pleased to state whether, if the retrenchment 
question as well as the currency question is going to be discussed on 
Monday, the papers and materials concerning these questions will be 
placed in our hands in order to enable us to take part in the dis- 
cussion ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think, as Ue Honourable 
the Leader has pointed out, it must be clear that actually on Mondav 
there cannot be any general discussion, but there certainly will be 
oefore the House all information before the general discussion takes 
place. 

Dr. Ziai^din Ahmad : I did not get the' answer to my second 
question : Do the Government contemplate issuing an ordinance 
stopping the flight of gold from India 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I shall be very pleased to 
taac a note of my Honourable friend’s suggestion. 

1 Navateai : When will that general discussion take 

place f Will It- be on Monday t 
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The Honourable Sir Geori^e Rainy : My Honourable friend, the 
Finance Member, has already said that if it was the desire of the House 
to have an immediate discussion on the announcement my Honour- 
able friend has just made, then, so far as the Government are concerned, 
we should have no objection to a discussion either to-morrow or the 
next day. If on the other hand it means a discussion of all the pro- 
3 pm posals that will be submitted to the House on Monday, 
clearly T think the House would desire that some inter- 
val sliouid elapse after that before they can embark cn a profitable dis- 
cussion. But 1 doubt whether at this moment on the floor of the 
House we can carry the matter much further, and I would echo what 
my Honourable colleague has said as to our entire willingness to dis- 
cuss what would be the arrangement most convenient to the House 
and to all the parties with the leaders of the parties in the first instance. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : Sir, in view of the answers given by the 
Ibjuouvable the Finance Member and the uncertainty of decisions of Oov- 
erinncut as far as lliis House is concerned at this moment with regard to 
the ordinance which he proposes to promulgate to restriet the flight of gold, 
[ suggest that you will allow the House to adjourn for half an hour to 
consider the implications of the statement just made. T must state that 
what I have not understood is how this ordinance is going to work and 
how Government are going to restrict the flight of gold. The ordinance 
we are told will be in the Press this evening. In the circumstances 
we are not in a position to judge of the real merits of the statement 
?nade by the Finance Member and I desire, therefore, that you will 
adjourn this House for half an hour to consider the position. 

Mr. President : Is there a general desire on the non-official 
Benches, to have half an hour’s adjournment, in order to enable them 
to consider the statement which has been read out by the Finance 
Member ? I should like all those Honourable Members who desire 
half an hour’s adjournment to rise in their scats. 

(As most of the non-official Members stood up, the House was 
adjourned for half an hour.) 


The Assembly re-assembled at Half Past Three of the Clock, Mr. 
President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. K. Shanmukham, Ghetty : Sir, there is a strong desire on 
the part of a considerable number of Members on this side of the 
House that opportunity ought to be given to this House to have a dis- 
cussion on the statement made by my Honourable friend and that 
opportunity should be given to-morrow if possible ; and if that oppor- 
tunity is given, it is our intention to table either a Resolution or a motion, 
in consiiltation with you, giving expression to our considered views on tlie 
statement made by my Honourable friend. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The only suggestion I would 
like to make is this, that possibly it might suit the convenience of Mem- 
bers of the House that the discussion should take place on Saturday 
rather than on Friday because they may not have the papers suffi- 
ciently long before the discussion to study. If the general preference 
is in favour of Saturday, I would ask you, Mr. President, to cancel 
your direction that the House should meet to-morrow. 
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Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions ^ Non- 
Muhammadan) : May I ask the Honourable the Leader of the House when 
the necessary papers are likely to be distributed to Members 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : May I know what my 
friend considers to be the necessary papers ? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : For example, a copy of the statement, the 
ordinance and the regulations and other papers which are required for 
the information of the House. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I have already distributed 
such copies as were available. It will be easy to make more copies and 
they could be made available to-morrow morning certainly, if that 
would meet my friend’s wishes. 

Mr. President : The alternative before Honourable Members is 
this. If they wish to discuss this subject to-morrow, it will be put first 
on the Agenda Paper for to-morrow’s meeting, and no other business 
will be taken up till it is disposed of. If, on the other hand, they 
desire that the discussion should take place on Saturday, then there 
will be no meeting to-morrow, but the House will meet on Saturday 
instead. I want the leaders of parties to consult their following and 
to let me know later what they desire, whether they wish to sit on 
Friday or on Saturday. I will then adjourn the House accordingly. 
In the meantime t^e will proceed with the discussion on the motion 
before the House. 

Sir Cowasji Jdiangir : I would respectfully suggest for the con- 
sideration of the Government and the Honourable Members that what- 
ever day is fixed for the discussion of this Resolution, we should sit on 
both the days, Friday and Saturday and work on both days. 

Mr. President ; At this time I am not prepared to agree to a two- 
days discussion, because I am not yet satisfied whether it would really 
take two full days. At present what we are concerned with is to 
ascertain from the leaders after consultation with their followers whether 
they want this discussion to be put on to-morrow, or whether they would 
prefer to have it on Saturday. 


THE II^DIAN BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BILL— cow/d. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I rise to support very strongly the measure 
that has been put forward by the Honourable Member, Sir Hari Singh 
Qour. Sir, this Bill attempts to amend the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926, 
in so far as it aims at creating King’s Counsels in India. I do not think 
many words are needed in support of this Bill, which aims only at one 
thing, namely, the amelioration of the Indian Bar. What is asked for is 
to remove the invidious distinction between the members of the English 
Bar getting silk and the members of the Indian Bar not getting it. The 
objects and reasons of the Bill are fully given and they give us the history 
how this Bill has come into this House. The whole Bar of India should 
be thankful to Sir Hari Singh Gour for having taken so much interest in 
tills matter. He has even seen the Chancellor in England for it. Sir, 
when his attempt is only to see that the distinction be removed, I do not 
think that this.House should go against the Bill especially when it is being 
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asked that it should be sent to a Select Committee. 1 submit that on the 
contrary there ought to be sympathy for ameliorating the condition of the 
Indian Bar. The la'wyers aU over India and all over the world have been 
useful and arc useful to their country and to the people, and I think in a 
measure like this every one in this House should support it. Sir, there 
are two reasons which actuated me to lend my strong support to this Bill 
and they are these. The first is that the attempt is only at removing the 
discrimination which, as you all know, is an invidious distinction, between 
Europeans and Indians. Such distinctions have been disturbing the 
country and I think those days are gone when such distinctions were tole- 
rated and when Europeans were enjoying more privileges and more rights 
than the Indians. The time is now come when the Indians feel that they 
should hav(i equal rights, and this Bill aims at equal treatment being 
given to the members of the Bar in England and in India. 

The seci'»nd reason to be considered is with regard to the recognition 
of the merit of the Indian Bar. When I heard the discussion to-day, T 
had an impression that some Members in this House were under the im- 
pression that every junior and every senior member of the Bar or many of 
tliciti will get silk. But that is not so. It will go to only those who de- 
serve it and such will be very few and rare as they are in England. 
Therefore there is absolutely no reason why this Bill should not be 
passed. 

On this i»oint I must say that the opinions that are given in these 
papers deary show that many Judges and many institutions which have 
been consulted are in agreement on this Bill. I will not take up the time 
of the House in referring to many of these opinions ; but I feel that I 
must refer to the opinions which have come from my Presidency — Bombay 
and its sub-province, Sind. Referring to paper III, I find on page 28, 
t]je oi)inioii of the Bombay Government. The Bombay Government have 
attached several opinions of Judges and of other institutions and have 
sent a covering letter which I will just now read in which they give no 
reasons but simply say as follows : 

“ I am directed to forward copies of the papers noted below and to state that 
the Governor in Council agrees with the opinion expressed by the Honourable the Cliief 
Justice, High Court, Bombay, and in particular with the first part of that opinion that 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926, is premature. ’ * 

On this question of the Bill being premature, the Bombay Government 
a<lvanccs no reason. But to-day we heard certain reasons which came from 
Mr. Elliott on this point. I will refer later to certain points mentioned by 
Mr. Elliott ; at present I am content to say that the Bombay Government 
itself has given no reasons for calling it premature ; but the papers that 
are attached to it show that almost all who have given their opinions agree 
that this Bill should he passed. I read the opinion of the Advocates 
Association of Western India. They say : 

‘*1 am directed by the Council of my Association to state that it has considered 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926, a copy of wliich was 

forwarded by you, and that it is in entire agreement with the objects and reasons 

of the said Bill.'' 

Proceeding further I find again that the Bombay Advocates Asso- 
ciation says : 

** My Association approves of the aim and object of the Bill 
Ii24ILAD 
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Mr. 0. Brd^e Elliott : May I point out that they go further on to 
say, My Council is therefore of opinion that the Bill as drafted is de- 
fective and I was basing my argument on the opinion expressed in the 
two paragraphs there t 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The Honourable Member should not be 
impatient : I shall reply to all his arguments. 

Mr. President : Is the Honourable Member going to keep on read- 
ing fi*om these papers 1 

Mr. Lalchand Vavalrai : No, Sir. I shall read only a few lines. 
The Honourable Member has signified his attitude to me during the re- 
cess and many of my remarks would now be not made. I shall read only 
a few words of the next opinion : 

“ My Associntion approves of the aim and object of the Bill to establish an order 
of King's ('oiinsel in India. Although the Bill in question does not aim at the creation 
of such an order, we propose that steps be taken to establish it and that the Bill should 
be passed.'* 

I CMiinot forget the opinions of my own sub-pro\ii.iee, Sind. The 
Judicial Commissioner’s Court has considered this Bill and what they say 
is tills : 

“ I have the honour to forward herewith copies of the opinions of the District 
Judges of Hyderabad, Sukkur and Larkana and to state that the Judges of this Court 
approve of the Bill." 

This is what one of the Judges says : 

** There is doubtless some force in the contention that the classiileation for the 
.purpose of seniority was introduced in Act XIII of 1927 on the assumption tliat some 
King's Counsel would be created in India from the members of the Indian Bar. This 
assumption has not yet materialised and the term King’s Counsel has for all practical 
purposes come to mean only those who have taken Silk overseas. Regarded in this light 
the members of the Indian- Bar naturally resent the intrusion of King's Counsel from 
Great Britain, the Dominions and the Colonies vis-a-vis whom they are placed in n 
position of permanent inferiority." 

This is what iny learned friend. Sir Hari Singh Oour, has emphasiscfl. He 
fiirlher says that certain hopes were held out and certain assumptions wore 
made that, after the Bill of 1927 became law, the word King’s Counsel 
would be defined. The Act itself, as said in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons of this Bill, defines three classes of the legal practitioners, the Ad- 
vocate General, the King’s Counsel, barristers ranking their seniority 
from ti'e date of call, and advocates ranking from the date of their ad- 
mission. Now, what is wanted here is that the King’s Counsel should 
include both Indians and English. The fact, however, is that acco)’diii-r 
to the law as it now stands only those that are overseas’ barristers can get 
silk, whereas India should remain as before. I am only asking that this 
invidious distinction should be removed and it is really necessary that 
those who are responsible for making that assumption and for creating 
those hopes must now come forward and fulfil those hopes, for I have seen 
that the learned Dr. Gour has repeated his statement more than once 
that the Homo Member had at that time shown an attitude that Indians 
also will get silk as King’s Counsel. Any way my submission is that 
the members of the Indian Bar should be given that distinction. In every 
walk of life if a man has i^hown himself to be competent and eminent, 
he is rewarded. Why should not that be the case here ? I think it is very 
necessary that this Bill should be sent to Select Committee for con- 
sideration. 
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As 1 said, I will not take up much of the time or the House ; but 1 
will refer briefly to what Mr. Elliott said. In his eloquent and able speech 
he dealt \ery fully with the history of the case and spoke about some diffi- 
culties in practice in England. But 1 must confess chat when he bi^aii 
his speech, my feeling was that he was holding a special brief against this 
Bill ; but I think he was misunderstood even with regard to the attitude 
of the juniors in Madras. I think the main points he made were only 
two. One was that there will be a difficulty with regard to the silk being 
given in India as there is no intermediary between a barrister and a client, 
and lie gave an example of a sandwich. T might point out in that connec* 
tion that in Bombay and other High Courts there are solicitors who, 
according to law, have to secure briefs for the barristers. Therefore, it is 
not correct to say that there is no intermediary between barristers and 
clients, and that the pactice here differs from that existing in England. 
I may tell the House that if this Bill is passed, that difficulty is not ijisur- 
moiintable, and it can be removed easily. Every High Court can by regu- 
lalions insist upon every barrister appearing before them through an 
intermediarj'. In mofussil towns there is no practice of solicitors, but 
if this Bill is passed and it is made to apply to all the legal practitioners 
wherever they are found to be eminent, then that system, if it is so salutary 
in England, can be introduced here with great advantage. 

Sir, I was reading the opinions on this measure, and there is only one 
whicli J would like to quote, and that is the opinion of an advocate of the 
Bombay High Court practising in Sind, who is also a public prosecutor. 
He is an M.A., LL.B., and Barrister-at-law — Mr. Kishan Chand. His 
opinion was invited and he has stated that Sind wdll not be profited by 
this Bill being passed. His exact w^ords are : 

In Siiid there are no Vakil- Advocates, and there cannot be any until Sind has 
a High Court which can enrol advocates. It is not clear whether Doiniuiou Silk would 
be open even to Vakils or Pleaders who are not Advocates.’’ 

Referring to the Bill itself, I think the misunderstanding that arose in 
his mind w^as on account of his reading a certain portion of the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons. In that Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
it is said: 

“ The only course then left for giving effect to the Statute was either to delete the 
clause referring to King’s Counsel or to institute a Dominion Silk iu India open to all 
Advocates, whether Barristers or Vakils. The deletion of the clause would not be in 
accordance with the intention of the Bar Councils Committee, not indeed with the 
principle recognised in the Bar Councils Act.” 

But T think that rendering is not correct, because tin; Bill itself refers 
to all tlie legal practitioners, and T hope this misunderstanding wall be 
removed now, at least from the mind of the person who htis given this 
Opinion The words in the Bill are : 

The following new clause shall be inserted, namely : 

‘ (a) ** King’s Counsel ” means a person so appointed from among the legal 
practitioners in India ’.” 

Nothing can be clearer and more comprehensive than this. 

Then my friend, Mr. Elliott, said that this Bill is ])remature. I think 
if he had said that yesterday with reference to the Press Bill wh.en it 
Was brought here, he would certainly have received the congratulations 
9f the House. He could have said that the Bound Table Conference w-as 
3ust sitting to hammer out a constitution for India ; thfJre is already a 
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[Mr. LaJehand Navalrai.] 

pact between Gandhi and Lord Irwin, and therefore the Press 

Bill should not be brought before this House. If he had given expres- 
sion to such sentiments, he would have earned the gratitude of all Mem- 
bers on this side of the House. I think that is a complete reply to his 
argument that it is too premature to pass the present Bill. ^ If you are 
to wait until the new constitution comes, close all the business of the 
House, and wait till the new constitution comes. Why should you pass 
only certain Bills and keep certain others until the new constitution 
comes, particularly a Bill of the nature which is now under consideration? 

I must however give credit to my Honourable friend opposite for 
having 0 ])ened his mind to me during the short recess. In the observations 
which he made this morning, there were some things which I and the 
House too, 1 think, had misunderstood, but when I talked to hhn during 
the recess, I was glad to find that he was entirely in favour of this mea- 
Kiire. He has a desire to see that silk is given in India too. His various 
other arguments which he brought forward were more by way of details 
which can be considered in the Select Committee. His difference with us 
is only this, that he thinks that such a high degree of appreciation or dis- 
tinct ion to be given to members of the Bar should come only from His 
Majesty the King direct by a charter. That is also not a difficult mat- 
ter 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : As His Majesty did. Sir, in Canada, I have 
since been told, by statute. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : If this Bill is passed, I ask what objection 
will there he to move His Majesty the King to give a charter, or what 
objection will there be if that distinction or privilege is conferred on prac- 
titioners by the Indian Legislature with the consent of H. E. the Viceroy, 
who is the representative of His Majesty the King Emperor ? 

Then, Sir, I was very sorry that all this criticism should have come 
from Mr. Elliott, He is a K. C. of Ceylon, and as stated in an opinion 
in the papers practising barristers in the Dominions and even in the small 
Crown Colony like Ceylon take the silk. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : May I give a bit of information, Sir. In 
Ceylon the duality of the profession exists between barristers and solicitors 
to a great extent. When silk was extended to Ceylon, it was on the dis- 
tinct understanding, as we were informed by the Government, that the 
duality of the profession continued in that way, and if that ceased, I think 
probably that silk would be or might be withdrawn from Ceylon. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I think the Honourable Member is too 
nervous about this. If this Bill is passed, there will be no difficulty in 
having that practice. But why is the Honourable Member going to ob- 
ject to the Bill now ? He must assist us in getting this Bill passed, and 
these details will be taken care of. 

My point is, if Ceylon has got it, why should not India have the 
privilege f ^yhat is asked in this Bill is simply a Dominion silk. I would 
therefore advise those Members on the opposite Benches not to be alarmed, 
no harm will ensue if this Bill is passed. This is a matter which concerus 
only the class of lawyers oi* the officers of the court as they are called. 
To object to this most salutary measure would simply mean an attempt 
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to frustrate the labours of my friend who has taken so much trouble over 
this Bill. With these words I strongly support the motion. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Sir, I find myself in a somewhat difficult posi« 
tion owing to the vastly interesting statement which was interpolated in 
this debate by the Honourable the Finance Member. The result is that, 
I must confess, my memory was somewhat distracted, and I am not quite 
sure that I shall do my friend Sir Hari Singh Gour justice. I trust there- 
fore that if I appear to be doing him any in- 
justice he will interrupt me freely. 

The first charge of his which I would like to deal with is the charge 
apparently of complicity levelled against my Honourable friend Sir James 
Crerar. I understand him to say that,' owing to something that the 
Honourable Sir James Crerar said on the 18th August, 1927, the Gov- 
ernment are bound to vote for this Bill. Am I correct ? 

• 

Sir Hari Singh Qoiir : What I said. Sir, was never understood by 
my Honourable friend Sir Lancelot Graham, and therefore I excuse him. 
(Laughter.) I gave the words of the Honourable Sir James Crerar in 
1927 when introducing the Bill amending the Bar Councils Act. Then 
I said, following the statement that he had made, that he would stand by 
me if any opposition was offered. 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; I fail to see the difference between my 
Hoixourable friend's explanation and w^hat I have just said. I am very 
much obliged to my Honourable and learned friend for giving me the de- 
tails before he made the charge. I was therefore able to get the books. 
The Honourable Sir James Crerar on the 18th August, 1927, in bringing 
forward a Bill to amend the Bar Councils Act, said : 

y The purpose of the Bill which I now ask the House to take into consideration is 
to give effect substantially to the recommendations of the Bar Committee.^* 

I was careful to ask my Honourable and learned friend Sir Hari Singh 
Gmip, what W’as the precise recommendation of the Bar Committee with 
which we were concerned. He said, ‘‘ The recommendations in para- 
graph Ui of the Bar Committee's Report I must ask the Ilonso to follow 
me with gr(iat care because I am going into some details. Sir, I have in 
my hands a copy of the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill which 
was originally introduced by Sir Alexander Muddinian, and its subse- 
quent stages were taken by the Honourable Sir James Crerar in August 
1927. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons attached to that Bill I 
find that the paragraphs of the Indian Bar Committee's: Report referred 
to are paragraphs 18 and 21, not paragraph 16. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : That was already in the original Bill if you 
see the proviso. 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; Paragraphs 18 and 21 contain the recom- 
mendations. That is what the Honourable Sir James Crerar was talking 
about when he said that the Bill was a Bill to give effect t(^ certain re- 
commendations. The so-called recommendations in paragraph 16 which 
are not ooverc^d by this Bill are not recommendations at all. What the 
t-'ar Committee said in paragraph 16 was : 

desirable to provide for the recognition of distinguished 
j elevation to a higher grade of practitioners. This is a question 

iCn uoes not properly come within the terms of our inquiry. 
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How my Honourable and learned friend can talk about the recommenda- 
tions of tlic Bar Committee being embodied in that Bill on those facte I 
positively cannot understand. So, I would say that my Honourable friend 
Sir James Crerar is by no means pledged to support the present Bill. 

I should like to ask my Honourable friend Sir Hari Singh Gour one 
question. I was honestly puzzled about what he said. I did not like to 
interrupt him. Did I understand him to say that the provisions with re- 
gard to King's Counsel did not appear in the earlier Bill ? 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; They were in the original Bill, and on my 
motion that particular clause was withdrawn by the late Sir Alexander 
Muddiman. When that original Bill was in the Select Committee, the 
whole ir.atter was threshed out and this clause was inserted there. 

. Sir Lancelot Graham : That is quite right. I am very glad, but as 
I say, the Question really was not before the House on the amendment Bill 
in 1927. 

Passing on from that point, and having exonerated my Honourable 
friend Sir James Crerar if he should have the courage to vote against this 
motion (T^aiighter), I am going to ask my Honourable and learned friend 
as a lawyer cf supreme distinction to give me an intelligible definition of 
the words singular unanimity That is the phrase he used very re- 
cently and he should be able to remember it, and I should like to know 
what he Jiiennt by it. I am waiting for a reply. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Did not my Honourable friend hear me giving 
the details of the various High Courts and Bar Associations and public 
bodies, Europeans and Indians, who have supported my Bill ? These 
are the public bodies that count, and whose opinions are generally solicited 
by the Chmvrnment and have been solicited in this case. 

Mr, President : May I know hovr long these cross questions will go on t 

Sir Lancelot Graham : I was very anxious not to do the Honourable 
Member an injustice, and that was why 

Mr. President : Every two minutes the Honourable Member wants 
some explanation or other. At that rate I do not know how long it will 
go on. 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; I do not wish to delay the House, but I was 
myself so surprised at the time that I was unable to avoid an exclamation 
of surprise when I heard the words “singular unanimity’’ from my Hon- 
ourable friend, and at what he said now I am still equally surprised. I 
am not arguing that there is no opinion in favour of the Bill, I may say 
that there is a certain amount of opinion in favour of the Bill, very largely 
from persons who have failed to understand the object of this Bill. But I 
do say that there is a great weight of well-informed opinion which is solidly 
against the Bill. I do not propose to read long extracts. I trust I shall 
not fall into that same happy practice which was confessed by my Hon- 
ourable and learned friend Mr. Lalchand Navalrai that when you are deal- 
ing with a Bill that has been circulated you will only read the opinions 
on your side. (Laughter.) Sir, I do observe that the High Courts of 
Madras, Bombay and Bengal— a not altogether insignificant body of opi- 
nion— are against' Sir Hari Singh Gour’s Bill on the very^ simple ground 
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that the Bill is entirely premature. I am not here to attack the profes- 
sion oi lawyers in Bombay or in any other part of India. I have the 
greatest admiration for Sir Hari Singh Gour and other members of the 
fegal iirofession. but that is entirely irrelevant, and the speakers Avho have 
suggested that the object of this Bill is to produce a class of practitioners 
called King’s Counsel in India are entirely mistaken. Sir Ilari Singh 
Gour is not so ambitious as that ; he claims to be removing what he calls 
an anomaly, but he is doing nothing. He is not the King, though he is the 
king of lawyers. He is not the King and he cannot create King’s Counsel 
ill India. I might be permitted to refer to some opinions besides the opi- 
nions of the High Courts. There is a certain body called the Bar Asso- 
ciation, Calcutta, and I imagine, a body of considerable reputation and 
weight. They have obviously given very grave attention to this Bill, and 
I think my Honourable friend claimed support from a passage which occurs 
at page 11, — T think he quoted page 11. On that page I laul they gave 
what I might call a conditional support. They said : 

My Association is prepared to support an amendment of the Act providing for 
precedence of local K. C.'s only if the conditions detailed below are jointly and 
severally fulfilled, but not otherwise.” 

J do not propose to take Honourable Members in detail into those con- 
ditions, but they are conditions which cannot be ‘‘ jointly and severally” 
fulfilled. That Association concludes by saying : 

” I would repeat that my Association would support the amendment only on each 
of above conditions being fulfilled but would otherwise oppose it and desire the Bill 
to bo dropped.*' 

There is one other passage, again from Calcutta. It is o:i page 19 ; 

“ At a meeting of the Calcutta Bar held on the 22nd May, 1931, it was resolved 
that the Calcutta Bar regard Sir Ilari Singh Gour*s Bill for the amendment of the 
Bar Councils Act of 1927 for the creation of Dominion King’s Counsel in India as 
unnecessary and uncalled for, amongst others for the following reasons.” 

Then six reasons have been given and I do not propose to v/eary the 
House by reading them. On the point of collection of opinions, I do not 
say that Ave must be bound actually to weigh the opinions and say this 
side AN eighs more than that and consequently the House must give its vote 
to the more weighty 0 ])inions, That is not the purpose of circulation. We 
are not the sieves of the opinions AA’liicli Av.e solicit, but we do examine 
them carefully and try to make the best nse of them. 

Now, to come to Avhat 1 might call the merits and demerits of the Bill. 
Here again 1 find iin^ahiable support frojn the Tlouonralde the MoAvr. Hcf 
said That you cannot legislate for a non-existing entity. Now, Sir, the 
creation of King’s Counsel from amongst the Indian practitioners in India, 
whetlier avo like it or deplore it, is a non-existing entity and tlierefore my 
friend stands condemned out of his' own mouth. What he is ])roposing to 
do is, as I liad occasion to say on an earlier occasion, to take away a privi- 
lege from an existing class of practitioners, King’s Counsel, and to vest 
that privilege in a non-existing class of practitioners avIio are pei'sons so 
appointed from among the legal practitioners of India. It is freely re- 
cognised that the appointment of King’s Counsel must either proceed from 
His Majesty himself or from the Governor General as a rosuH of a delega- 
tion to be made in favour of the Governor General. That, delegation, Sir, 
has not yet been made. The great mass of speakers, so far as I can ascer- 
tain, this morning were anxious to nut before the House the merits of the 
profession Avhich T have never denied. As to the argument that the mcritfiH 
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of the profession should be recognised by the granting of the rank of 
King's Counsel, as I have said, the Bill cannot take you a single step to- 
wards the creation of King's Counsel in India and until there is the 
machinery for providing King's Counsel and until there is actually the 
creation of King's Counsel in India, there is no point at all in providing 
for pre-audience. The Bill has been condemned generally by many per- 
sons, whose opinion I respect, as premature, and I cannot understand how 
my friend Sir Hari Singli Gour or Dr. Jha or Mr. Aggarwal really think 
that they art doing any thing towards producing King's Counsel by sup- 
porting this Bill. Par from doing that, I think there is a grave risk 
of tjieir delaying the introduction of King's Counsel in India by sup- 
porting this Bill, and my reason for saying that is that it appears to me 
that the Mover of the Bill has gone out of his way almost to cast a slur 
upon King's Counsel. King's Counsel now have a certain right of pre- 
audience. That is to be washed out. No King's Counsel coming from 
England, however eminent, would be recognised, and the King’s Counsel 
in India is to have pre-audience over him. I do not think, Sir, that is the 
right way to get recognition of the rank of King's Counsel for Indians 
practising in India. You are merely offending the powers that be. I 
have always understood that that is a very dangerous thing to do. In 
conclusion, 1 would say quite simply that my Honourable friend's Bill 
merely consists of that ancient manoeuvre of putting the cart before the 
horse. It is therefore quite impossible for us to accept the principle of 
the Bill and to agree in Select Committee to try to get the horse in front 
of the cart, because we shall not be able to do it. I must therefore oppose 
the motion for Select Committee. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Tiural) : If at this late hour I rise to speal^, it is not to take up much of the. 
time of the House but to give my whole-hearted support to the principles of 
the Bill on behalf of the members of the legal profession in Bengal. It is 
to be regretted that opinions liave been collected mostly from individuals 
who care very little either for the dignity or prestige of tlie profes- 
sion. To give pre-audience to King's Counsel who are generally given silk 
oil the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor in England and to deny to 
members of the honourable profession in India the distinction of silk, is to 
my mind a grave injustice and lacuna in the statute. If the other Domi- 
nions can have silk 1 do not see w^hy Ave in India should be deprived of the 
privilege. There may be some defects here and there in the Bill which 
my llonourcible friend has brought forward, but they can be remedied in 
the Select Committee. I do not see how the Govgrnment can say that they 
do not accept the principles of the Bill. In fact, I sec that many of the 
Judges whose opinions have been collected are in favour of the principles 
of the Bill. I support the motion for Select Committee. 

Mr. Kf P. ThRmpan (West Coast and Nilgiris : Non-Muhammadan 
Eural) : Sir, I am not interested in this Bill except in my capacity as a 
Member of this House and as one wdio has to vote the one way or tlurother. 
What I am really anxious about is that there must be able "lawyers, good 
lawyers — not fleecing lawyers. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : Is not my friend casting a slur on the pro- 
fession by speaking of fleecing lawyers f 
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Mr. E. P. Thampan : I don’t care for my friend’s susceptibilities. 
We must also have able judges who will administer justice impartially with- 
out any distinction of caste or creed or race and at miniiaum cost. So long 
as that is done, as a layman, I am more than satisfied. I don’t care if the 
lawyers are called vafals, advocates or King’s Counsels. There is also 
another iioint about which I am equally anxious and it is this. No one of 
my coiintrymeL . to whatever profession they may belong, should be debarred 
fvoni rising to the highest rung of the ladder of his profession and there 
ought not to be any distinction between His Majesty’s subjects in India and 
His Majesty’s subjects in the Dominions or for tlie matter of that iiven in 
England. On that point, I hold very strong opinions. So far as the legal 
profession is concerned, this country has produced many eminent men. So 
far as my own province with which I am more acquainted is concerned, there 
were the late Sir V. Bashyam Iyengar, Sir Subrahmanaya Aiyar, Mr. V. 
Krishnaswami Aiyar, Sir Sankaran Nair and even now we have, if I may 
refer to them, my distinguished friend. Sir C. P. Bamaswaml Aiyar and 
Mr. Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyar, the present Advocate Gemsral, who are all 
stalwarts in their profession. All these eminent men could hold their own 
against any lawyer in England or in other countries. (“ Hear, hear.”) 
That these people are prevented from rising to the highest rung of their pro- 
fession or treated as inferior to a certain class of lawyers is really a slur on 
the system of administration. Sir, it has been said that there are King’s 
Counsel in the Dominions and also in little Ceylon. If the Dominions are 
allowed to have King’s Counsel, I do not understand why this country 
should not have them. 

Sir, I have a shrewd suspicion that it is professional jealousy or racial 
animosity that is behind the opposition to this Bill. Excuse me for saying 
it ; but I feel so from what I have heard in this House. Sir, I was very 
much impressed W'ith one thing, that in the Bar Couacils Act, to a certain 
section of vdiieli reference is made and which is being proposed to be 
amended, is u provision made for a species of people who are called King’s 
Counsel. 'Why ? As long as you do not have such people here in this 
country and King’s Counsels from elsewdiere are not recognised as such 
what is the object of that ? You must either delete that provision in the 
Act or give effect to it. As a layman I can understand so much. Sir, if 
the Government of India cannot themselves give effect to it, I submit it is 
np to them to approach the proper quarters to acliieve the object and they 
will be failing in their duty if they do not do so. 'My only suggestion is 
that that provision should not be kept a dead letter. With these words, Sir, 
I f»iipp(»rt the motion for reference to the Select Committee. 

Mr. B. B. Puri : Sir, about 15 or 20 years ago a Civilian Deputy 
Commissioner of a district in the Punjab came back to this country after a 
period of privilege leave and of which he madie very good use. For he came 
back as a married man and brought his wife to this country. On the day 
that lie reached his headquarters all the gentry of the station had gone to 
receive him, and some of the big Raises were there to accord a welcome not 
^ly to their Deputy Commissioner but to his newly-wedded wife. The 
Deputy Commissioner introduced them to his wit' as the principal and 
Conspicuous people of the district. The first man stepped forward^ and 
^ook hands with the young lady. But the Deputy Commissioner stepped 

and said, “ Oh, my dear, these people neither expect nor deserve such 
jpeognition ”. Well, that incident happened many years ago. At that 
time the idea was that we people neither expected th.at we should be shown 
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the courtesy of shaking hands with a European lady, nor, according to the 
views which then prevailed, did we really deserve such a concession. At 
the present day if we approach any subject or any measure in that spirit 
illustrated by that incident, 1 think we will be making a fatal mistake ; 
and T would remind some of iny friends who are of the same school of 
Thought that they should not approach this subject in that spirit but dis- 
cuss it on its merits in an honest and academic spirit (Hear, hear). 

I submit, Sir, that the weight of those opinions which have be*^!! re- 
ceived is entirely in favour of Sir Hari Singh Gour ; and my Honourable 
friend. Sir Lancelot Graham, has contributed precious little so far as his 
own observations and remarks go. Sir, I carefully listened every word 
That fell from his lips, but I find, that beyond referring to some of those 
opinions, he has not told us anything new or original. 

Now coming to the merits of the Bill itself, I find that m}’’ Honourable 
friend and a former colleague, Mr. Brooke Elliott, has thrown a consider- 
able amount of light upon this measure which is of a highly technical nature, 
and the House is really grateful to him for the information which he has 
laid at the disposal of the House. But I regret T cannot agree with him in 
the arguments which he has advanced, some of which have been adopted 
by my Honcmrable friend. Sir Lancelot Graham. Now the principal argu- 
ment against the Bill w^hich he advanced was that the tradition of the pro- 
fession in England ^vas that a K. C. could never come in direct contact 
with his client. He illustrated it by saying that Mie relative position of 
the client and the barrister wms that of a sandwich ; the solicitor comes in 
betweeii, and on one side is the client, and on the other side is the barrister, 
and the two never meet. He said that because in tills country the condi- 
tions which prevail are entirely different and wdiolly opposed to the tradi- 
tions prevailing in England, therefore the conferment of this distinction 
of K. C. w-ould be incompatible and inconsistent with the dignity of a 
K. C. and the practice of this country. Let us carefully examine the value 
and the merit of this argument. I agree that this is the tradition which 
prevails in England, but this is not a tradition wdiicli is only applicable to 
K. C.'s. Jt is a tradition by which the members wlio belong to the utter 
Bar, those w'hu are stulf gownsmen are also bound. If that be so, then may 
1 ask a ver^’ legitimate question of my learned and Iloiioiirabhj friend 
Mr. Elliott i How- is it that the Inns of Court in England still confer the 
status of an utter barrister on people who practise in India ? They confer 
the diploma and the status of an utter barrister, knowing that these people 
are going to practise in a country where their ancient traditions cannot be 
rcfifpected and observed. My learned friend, Mr. Elliott, is practising now 
in a I'art of the country where that tradition is not observed. He lumsclf 
conceded that in the course of his practice in this country he comes in con- 
tact with his clients directly. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Sometimes yes, certainly. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : If that be true, then I say that he is violating the 
traditions of his profession. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I may say that if one is enrolled as an ad- 
vocate in Madras, you must conform to the practices in Madras in relation 
to advocates. With regard to the other question, I do not see how you can 
impiu’t into India English silk with its traditions. If it can be solvedr 
nobody will b^* more pleased than I. 
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Mr. B. B. Puri : If as a barrister be is permitted to violate that 
tradivion, does it not a fortiori follow that with silk on lie would not be 
committing any greater or higher sin if he did not observe those traditions, 
the tradition governing the ordinary barristers and K. C.’s being the 
same 1 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : I would not eall it a sin in either case. 

Mr. B. B. Puri : If my learned friend, m coming into direct touch 
with his clients, is not conforming to those traditions, then the only thing 
he can do is to pack olf tomorrow and go back to his country and practise 
where those traditions are really respected. What difference would it make 
if today my learned friend were given the distinction of a K. C. and he 
continued his practice here ? What new default or new sin would he be 
committing any more than he is committing at present ? He is violating 
that tradition now and he would be violating the same tradition then. 

Mr. C, Brooke Elliott : Sir, I must really protest. I am violating 
uo Ir.iiJition. There is a tradition in England and you must not violate it 
there according to the rules of the legal trade union there. But when you 
come out here as an advocate and practise as an advocate, yon have to ob- 
serve the local tradition. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does the Honourable Member mean to say 
that if he goes to a country Avhero there are only Icime people, he should 
also be lame 1 

Mr. B. B. Puri : Sir, am I arguing or are these two people arguing f 
(Laughter. ; 

Sir, if this Bill is ever passed, one thing of which I am sure is that 
neither my friend Mr. Lalchand Navalrai nor myself are likely to get the 
K. C. and it is therefore not from any personal considerations that I am 
advocating that the Bill is a perfectly legitimate measure. 

Now, Sir, proceeding further, the next point which was urged by my 
learned friend and old respected colleague Mr. Brooke Elliott w'as that, be- 
fore we passed this Bill, it wms u]) to us to ascertain the w-ishes of cither His 
^Majesty or that of Ilis Excellency the Governor General. Now, Sir, I admit 
tJiat the distinction of a K. C. could only be conferred by His Majesty either 
directly or through his agents. A ease in point is where my learned friend 
was given the distinction of a K. V. through the Governor General of Ceylon. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : By the Governor of Ceylon. 

Mr. B. B. Puri : As agent of Ilis Majesty ? 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Yes. 

Mr. B. B. Puri : I submit that if that could be done there, I do not 
»s(‘e wdiy tlie same process could not be repeated here. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : Hear, hear ; I entirely agree. 

Mr. B. B. Puri : What my learned friend wants is that, before we 
<Jpen our mouth, before we say that \ve are entitled <o be created K. C. s in 
this country, we should in the first instance phone up the Viceregal Lodge 
Hiid obtain Jlis Excellency's permission, saying that \vc are going to discuss 
this matter and if His Excellency is in an acconuuodating mood we will 
coiitiuue, otherwise we will stop. Now, Sir, I do not see with wliat justi- 
fication this novel procedure is being advocated. All I can say is that my 
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learned friend need only look at Act XIII of 1927 in order to see that the 
thinf? is already there. It is embodied in a legislative enactment. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : That is where we differ. 

Mr. B. B. Puri : If it is already part of a legislative enactment 
which has received the assent of the Governor General, what more is need- 
ed, it is already in the Statute-book itself. Therefore I say that it does not 
lie in the mouth of my learned friend to say that we should agahi start 
de novo and move the authorities to take steps to clothe themselves vvith the 
necessary potver from His Majesty’s Government. It was their look-out 
and it was up to them, when they knew that such a Inw was passed to which 
they tliemseives had given their assent, to have in the meantime obtained 
the necessary power in order to be able to carry out an Act which they 
themselves had passed. 

These were the two principal arguments which were advanced by my 
learned iriena and I think this is a plain and simple answer to them. 
Having regard to the time I do not wish to prolong the debate further. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian Com- 
merce; : Sir, I have listened very carefully to the arguments on this Bill 
and I must say that I do not understand the relevancy of same. What is 
the Bill before the House ? It is simply a Bill by which certain privileges 
which are conferred upon King’s Counsel are to be taken away. That is 
the* whole thing and nothing more. Then what is the object of discussing 
whether King’s Counsel ought to be appointed in India and w^ho are to be 
appointed King’s Counsel ? The racial advantages and disadvantages of 
this question have been discussed threadbare. The grievances which Sir 
Hari Singh Gour made in the Statement of Objects and Reasons and which 
prompted him to introduce this measure are coniained in paragraph 5 of 
the Statement : 

‘‘ The inclusion of Kind’s Counsel and giving them seniority over all Barristers 
was based on an assumption then made that some Indian Barristers v/oiiM be granted 
English Silk and that failing, the Government of India would take steps to establish 
a Dominion Silk as is the practice even in the smallest of Crown Colonies, e.gr., Ceylon 
and British Guiana. 

I'our years have since passed but that assumption has not been realised etc. 

His objection Is tluit a junior counsel getting silk in England would 
be able to practise here as senior, over ripe and senior men. But lias that 
happeiifid in India at all ? If my information is correct, King’s (Counsel 
are not allowed, either by procedure, practice, rule or some other thing to 
practise in India ; and so far as I know, although my experience extends 
to over 32 years, not a single King’s Counsel has ever come out to this 
country to practise in oiir courts. The only two King s Counsel who ever 
came out to India were, as far as I recollect, Mr. Kenrick and Mr. Gibbons. 
They came out as Advocates General of Bengal, and they practised as Ad- 
vocates General. 

Mr. 0. Brooke Elliott : And Sergeant Ballantyne appeared in one 
famous criminal case. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen : Take the case of the Calcutta High Court. During 
my time no King’s Counsel ever came out to practise there. As regards 
Bombay, my information is that no King’s Counstd came our there either. 
As regard:; Nagpur I have no knowledge, but Sir Han Singh Gour may be 
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able to say whether any junior King^s Counsel ever came to practise there 
over his head ; but I do not think such a thing happened. So far as Madras 
is concerned, my information is the same. Then what is the grievance of 
which Sir Hari Singh Gour complains ? The old adage that one should be 
hart before he cries applies here also. No question lias ever arisen as re- 
gards King's Counsel, and why should We rush to take out an advantage 
which has been given by the Bar Councils Act but which, as far as I know, 
will never be availed of ? In these circumstances I do not see the object or 
utility of this Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar (Home Member) : Mr. President, 
it had not been my purpose to take part in this debate. My decision 
was perhaps based on considerations of prudence and common sense — 
of common sense because, the particular issues raised in the Honoiurable 
and learned gentleman's Bill are issues primarily of interest to lawyers 
themselves and of prudence because, in a combat in which members of 
tiiat very distinguished profession are protagonists, an intrusive layman 
might lind his position difficult. Nevertheless, whether I am departing 
from considerations of prudence or of common sense or whether T am 
playing a more heroic part, I desire to intervene for a few' minutes. My 
intervention w-ill be very brief and it is merely in order to correct one or 
two misapprehensions w'hieh appear to me to have arisen in the course of 
the debate. The position which Government take with regard to this Bill 
has been very clearly and lucidly explained by my Honourable friend. Sir 
Lancelot Graham, and 1 should like to take this occasion to deprecate the 
somewhat unnecessary heat, with v/hich the Honourable gentleman from 
the Punjab, who I do not see at present here, charaijrerised ivhat appeared 
TO me a perfectly natural expression of a very natural dilfereiice of opinion 
between the Honourable gentleman opposite and my friend on this side. 

I am sure that Sir Haid Singh Gour will impute no discourtesy to me if I 
make that observation. I also think it is proper on my part to say a few 
words because Sir llari Singli Gour referred to the \fivy brief part which 
I took in the measure to w'hich he referred as committing me to his present 
Bill. I cannot, of course, admit this and that point was also made 
clear by Sir Lancelot Graham. But I have consid»iratioiis of a more 
general character which I wish to lay before the House, The general trend 
of the speeches of Honourable Members who have supported tljis measure 
would be almost calculated to give to an observer the impression that they 
think that any opposition to this Bill must necessarily proceed from a 
desire to disparage a very distinguished profession, and more particularly 
those gentlemen in India who with great distinction practise that profession. 
Nothing is farther from my mind. I think that for those of us who have 
spent long years in India and have identified ourselves with India, nothing 
can gi^'c greater gratification than to recall the very brilliant talents of 
the many brilliant lawyers that India has produced and with whom we have 
been brought into contact. Nothing, therefore, could be further from my 
mind or from the mind of Government than to intend any disparagement 
to distinguished Indian lawyers by opposing this Bill. Our opposition is 
based on totally different grounds. If we considered that this Bill was 
really conducive to raise the status of members practising the i)rofession of 
law in India, if we believed that the particular method adopted for con- 
ferring upon that profession a higher status could b3 achieved by tbis 
Bill, our position would be different. The ground of our opposition is 
that the Bill — 1 venture to say with the utmost deference to the legid 
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talents of the Honourable and learned Gentleman opposite, — ^the Bill from 
that point of view is misconceived, whatever its original intention may be, 
if that is the eiSect intended. Therefore, I maintain that in opposing the 
Bill which we feel is not at all calculated to promote that object and may 
indeed in some respects be calculated to prejudice it, there is no dis- 
paragement of the profession of law. 

The second point which 1 wish to impress upon the House was a point 
wliich was made with great emphasis and great lucidity by the Hoiiour- 
nble and learned gentleman from Madras. He pointed out that India was 
n<m at a stage with great constitutional changes ahead and that in parti- 
cular it is very probable that there will be very great changes in the 
machinery of the administration of law. He urged that until we know 
precisely what that position is going to be, till we know ^ itJi. greater 
precision that it is at the present stage possible for us to know, what kind 
of picture these new ideas are to present, we should postpone consideration 
of this matter, and that I think is a very material consideration. It 
weighs very strongly with me and 1 hope the House will accept the assurance 
I have already given that the views which we found it necessary to express 
on this side of the House do not proceed; in the slightest degree from the 
motive which I fear some Honourable Members opposite were inclined to 
suppose. Very far from it. The position requires much more careful 
exploration and if the information we have with regard to the English 
practice in tJie matter is found to be deficient, I shall certainly act upon 
the siiggestion of the Honourable and learned gentleman from Madras and 
take all proper steps to supplement it. These are the grounds very 
briefly on which we find it necessary to oppose the motion which wdll commit 
us to the principle of a Bill ^^hieh we do not think is calcuiaied to achieve 
the object in view and which it is certainly premature for this House to 
be called upon to accept. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : Sir, we have spent the whole day over the 
discussion of this very short Bill, and I am very sorry to find that no one 
on the Government Benches has yet explained how that phrase King’s 
Counsel found its place in the Act of 1927. It was up to the Honourable 
the Home r.lomljcr to explain what he intended by that plirase in the Act of 
1927. That Act was intended to classify the legal practitioners in India 
and there is a provision in that very Act that the High Court shall enrol 
legal practitioners in the following order : amongst them occurs King’s 
Counsel. He is the author of that Bill and it was up to him to explain 
what he meant by putting into the Bill of 1927 an imaginary entity. The 
Act of 1927 w’^as intended to give effect to the declaration made by the 
Indian Bar Committee and accepted by the Government of India that the 
Indian Bar shall be an autonomous Bar. Autonomous Bar means that 
from top to bottom it will have an individuality and independence of its 
owji. That was the underlying purpose of the Act of 1927. 

I, therefore, submit that all the discussion, that has proceeded to-day,— 
shall we have King’s Counsel in India or should we not have King’s 
Counsel, — is entirely beside the mark. You have got it hero on the statute 
of 1927 and w hat do you mean by it ? The Honourable the Home Member 
knew full well the weakness of his case and consequently he put up thc^ 
Legal Secretary, ^ relying fully upon his characteristic frivolity and 
irrelevance ; and 'not having any reply to give, all that he did say was 
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that Ilia head was somewhat muddled on account of the financial crisis 
aud that 1 should interrupt him as often as I liked so that his speech 
might be a short €Uid inconclusive one. That, I submit, is all the reply 
that be has given. He has not been able to take the bull by the horns, 
which I expected him to do, and the only answer I can give is that my 
case is unanswerable. My friend refers to a meeting of the Calcutta B^r, 
overlooking the Resolution of the Bar Association of the Calcutta High 
Court 

Sir Lancelot Graham : I read out the Bar Association's Resolution. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : The Bar Association has supported the Bill ; 
one point they made was that they were anxious to get English silk and 
not auy Dominion silk. As a member of the Calcutta Bar, 1 can quite 
sympathise with their feelings. For the last twenty years the Calcutta 
Bar has been struggling for the distinction of getting English silk as 
distinct from local silk, and it is on that account that they oppose this 
Bill, except on the ground they say that, If we get English silk then 
we are satisfied and we will support the Bill But neither the Calcutta 
Bar nor anybody nor any Judge has yet explained how you are going to 
make the provisions of the Act of 1927 effective, unless you define King's 
Counsel. My friend. Sir Lancelot Graham, says, ‘‘Oh I you are taking away 
the ])rivilegp of the members of the English Bar who have been entitled 
to practise in India under the provisions of the Act of 1927 No 
Member who had anything to do with the Act of 1927— and I happened 
to be one of them because I took part and collaborated with the Govern- 
ment through all its stages including Select Committee — if I had once 
dreamt that there was a secret intention on the part of the Government to 
let in English King's Counsel under this clause and give them pre- 
audience and superiority over Indian counsel, I would have been the last 
person to sign the report of the Select Committee which culminated in the 
enactment of this Act. I say if there was any Machiavellian design 
intended to entrap this House in 1927 by placing upon the Statute-book 
a tormiuoiogy which 1 find is placed there with the secret intention to 
allow any English King's Counsel and place them in superiority over 
Indian barristers and Indian advocates, irrespective of their seniority and 
standing, then I submit that this House has not been a willing Legislature 
and has not willingly accorded its sanction to the Act of 1927. I cannot 
ascribe to the Government of that day that intention, and I must therefore 
feel that the Act of 1927 was an honest Act designed and constructed to 
give effect to the policy of the Government of India that tli(‘ Indian Bar 
shall be a self-contained Bar. That, I submit, is the Act of 1927 and every 
pati'iotic Indian, who feels that this country should not be left Jii a position 
of subordination, will vote for this motion, regardless of what may happen 
in the Round Table Conference. We are always told, “ Wait till the 
Round Table Conference Will the Honourable the Horae Member assure 
us that he will withhold his Press Bill and his Foreign Relations Bill till the 
result of the Round Table Conference is known ? Here is a fair offer ; 
if he is willing to ‘withhold his Bills, I am going to withdraw mine. 
(Laugliter.) Ami as my friend, Mr. Elliott, says, ask him to include the 
Budget also. It is all very well to say that, when you do not want us 
fo do anything, we should wait for the Round Table Conference. We have 
^aited for four years, from 1927 till now ; we cannot wait any longer and 
I therefore press my motion. 
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Mr. President : The question is : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Indian Bar Gouneils Act^ 1926 (Amendment 
5 of Section 2), be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 

the Honourable the Home Member, Sir Muhammad Takub^ 
Mr, B. B. Puri, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. A. Hoon, Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Beddi, 
Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. Gaya Prasd Singh, and the Mover, and 
that th(3 number of members whoso presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Committee shall be four.” 


The Assembly divided : 


AYES“~29. 


Abdur Bahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 
Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhamni;ul. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Chinoy, Mr. Bahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwat Hajee. 
Jha, Pandit Bfuu Krishna. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 


Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 
Pandit, Eao Bahadur S. B. 
Patil, Bao Bahadur B. L. 

Puri, Mr. B. B. 

Puri, Mr. Goswami M. B. 
Bajah, Baja Sir Vasudeva. 
Rertdi, Mr. P. G. 

Iteddi, Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna. 
Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath, 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 
Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U 


Kyaw Myint, U 
Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

NOES— 45. 


Abdoola Haroon, Seth llaji. 

Abdul Qaiyuni, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Allah Baksh Khan Tiwnna, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Bajnarayan. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir Janies. 
Dalai, Dr. B. D. 

DeSouza, Dr, P. X, 

Dyer, Mr. J. E. 

Fazl-i-Husain, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

Pox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. G. I. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharaingji. 
Knight, Mr. H. P. 

Lai Chand, Captain, B. B. 


Lall, Mr. S. 

Loach, Mr. P. B. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Montgomery, Mr. H, 

Mpore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mukherjee, Bai Bahadur 8. C. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Baduddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Bama Bao, Bai Bahadur U. 

Bow, Mr, K. Sanjiva. 

Boy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Bam Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gnkhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. B. 

Sykes, Mr. E. P. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Young, Mr. Q. M. 


The motion was negatived. 

SSr. President : I understand that it is the general desire amongst 
non-official Members that we should adjourn now till Saturday. (Several 
Hctnourable Members : “Yes, yes ”)> and take up a Resolution on the 
statement made by the Honourable the Finance Member. That being eo, 
I adjourn the House till 11 o’clock on Saturday. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, the 
?6th September, 1931; 
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Saturday^ 26th September, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, the following Message has been 
received from the Council of State : 

I am directed to state that the Council of State has, at its meeting held on the 
i4th September, 1931, agreed without any amendments to the following ilills which were 
passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 16th September, 1931, 
uamoly : 

1. A Bill further to amend the Indian Mines Act, 1923, for a certain purpose, 

2. A Bill further to amend the Indian Succession Act, 1925, for a certain 

purpose, 

3. A Bill to amend the Aligarh Muslim University Act, 1920, for certain 

purposes, 

4. A Bill to extend the powers of the Sheriff of Calcutta to hold persons in lawful 

custody, and 

5. A Bill to amend the Land Customs Act, 1924, for a certain purpose. ’’ 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Leader of the House) : With 
your permission. Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the probable 
course of Government business during the week beginning Monday, the 
28th. The business on that day will be the motion lo take into con- 
sideration the Press Bill as reported by the Select Committee. On 
Thursday last my Honourable colleague the Finance Member said that 
he would introduce a Finance Bill on Monday, but it has proved impos- 
sible to complete the arrangements in time, and the Bill will therefore 
be introduced on Tuesday. It is not expected that the Press Bill will be 
finished on Monday, and it will be taken again on Tuesday. On that 
day, we shall ask you. Sir, to adjourn the House for a short time after 
4-30 until 5 p.m,, in order to allow of the Finance Member making a state- 
ment at that hour to be followed by a motion for leave to introduce a 
Finance Bill. For the remaining days of the week on which the House 
sils — and for this purpose we shall probably invite you, Sir, to direct 
that the House shall sit on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday— it is pro- 
posed to go on with the Government Agenda now on the paper, that is 
to say, after the conclusion of the Press Bill the other business which 
bas already appeared on the Agenda will be taken. 

As regards the subsequent programme for the Finance Bill, I am . 
^ot in a position to make any' announcement except to say that Qovern- 
desire to consult with the Leaders of the different Parties in this 
House before coming to a conclusion. 
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RESOLUTION BE EXCHANGE, GOLD RESERVES AND THE 
SUPPLEMENTARY FINANCE BILL. 

Mr. President : Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I have 
received a copy of the motion which my Honourable friend the Deputy 
President proposes to move, and I wish to refer you, Sir, to the Indian 
Legislative Rule 24A which reads as follows : 

“ Sa\e in so far as is otherwise provided by these rules or iu any ease in whieli a 
eomrnimicatiou is to be made to the Governor General under any provision of the 
Governinent of India Aet or of these rules, no discussion of a matter of general public 
interest shall take place otho/wise than on a Kesolution moved iu arcordaiice with the 
rules governing the moving of Resolutions except with the consent of the President and 
of the Member of the Government to whose department the motion reUiteq.’’ 

Inasmuch as it has been decided by my Honourable friend to adopt the 
procedure of moving a motion which is covered by the rule which I have 
just read out, 1 find it necessary to inform you as the Member of the 
Government in charge of the Department to which the motion relates 
that wc find it impossible to give our consent to the third paragraph of 
my Honourable friend’s motion wliich reads as follows : 

“ Further, this Assembly records its emphatic condemnation of, and resentment 
against, the inaniier in wliieli far-reaching decisions affecting the iinaiicial and economic 
life of the country have been taken by the Secretary of State for India Avithout ,*iny 
reference to the Indian Legislature, although it Avas in session. ’ ' 

I think the House will appreciate that in dealing with the whole matter 
we have been desirous to afford to the House every possible opportunity 
for expressing their opinions, but I think that all Honourable Members 
will also appreciate that as the Government under this rule have to take 
the active process of giving their consent to the motion being moved, it 
would hardly be possible for us to give our consent to the particular part 
of the motion to which I have referred. Therefore, on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment, I wish you to accept that expression of opinion and my inability 
to give consent to that portion of the Kesolution being moved. 

(At this stage Sir Ilari Singh Gour rose in his seat.) 

Mr. President : I take it that the consent of the Member in charge 
as required by Legislative Rule 24A has not been obtained. That being 
so, the Honourable Member will have to move the motion in the form in 
which the Honourable Member in charge is agreeable to give his consent. 
I see that Sir Hari Singh Gour wishes to speak. I should like to know 
what he has to say on the subject. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : This is what I wanted to say. I do not think tho 
Honourable the Finance Member will raise any objection if we modify tlie 
clause, which the Honourable Member has just read out, in the following 
terms : 

** Further, this Assembly records its disapproval that far-reaching decisions 
affecting the financial .and economic life of the country have been taken by the Secretary 
of State for India without any reference to the Indian Legislature, although it was in 
session. ’ ’ 

We merely record our disapproval. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am, I am afraid, unable to 
recognise any distinction between the words which my Honourable friend 
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has just read out and those to which I originally took exception. I am 
afraid there is no possibility of the Government being able to accept any 
modification of that particular portion of the motion. 

Mr. President : I take it then that the position of the Government 
is that they will give their consent to the motion minus the paragraph to 
which objection is taken. 

(The Honourable Sir George Schuster nodded assent.) 

I wish now to know from Mr. Shanmukham Chetty whether he is 
agreeable to move the motion in the form consented to by the Member in 
charge. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot : Non-Muhammadan) : Mr. President, I have really no choice in 
the matter. 1 am fully aware of the fact that under the rules and Standing 
Orders a motion of this nature cannot be made without the consent of the 
Member in charge of the subject to which the motion relates. I have not 
obtained his coiisent for the motion as it stands on the Order Paper to day, 
and if my Honourable friend really objects to my moving that part 
of the motion, as 1 said, I have no alternative and I shall certainly move 
iny motion without that paragraph. 

Mr. President : I will now call upon the Honourable Member to do 
so. 

Mr. B. K. Shajimukham Chetty : Mr. President, with your permis- 
sion, I beg to move the following motion that stands in my name on the 
Order Paper : 

“ WHEBEAS it is apprehended that it would bo seriously detrimental to the 
interests of India to link the rupee to sterling under present conditions ; and 

WKEEEA8 the action of the Government of India as currency autliority in main- 
taining the exchange value of the rupee at 18J. has had disastrous effects, on the agri- 
cultural and industrial interests of the country and has resulted in the depletion of the 
gold assets in the currency reserves ; and 

WHEREAS it is further apprehended that the linking of the rupee to sterling 
and the consequent obligation imposed upon the Governor General in Council by the 
Gold and btcrling Sales Regulation Ordinance (Ordinance VII of 1931) will result in 
fuither frittering away the gold assets to the grave detriment of the financial and 
economic life of the country ; 

This Assembly is of opinion that the Governor General in Council should immediately 
take such steps as are necessary to ensure that the total amount of the gold and 
sterling assets in the Paper Currency and Gold Standard Reserves are not allow^ on any 
account to fall below the level at which they stand at present ; and 

This Assembly is further of opinion that under the present circumstances it would 
be in the best interests of tho country for the Governor General in Council to take steps 
to restore the Ordinance No. VI of 1931 and to relieve himself from the obligation 
imposed upon him by section 5 of the Currency Act, 1927, or by Ordinance VII of 
1931, and that in any case if Government are determined to continuo Ordiiianca No. VII 
of 1931, such obligation ought not to be undertaken unless and until substantial long 
term credits are forthwith granted in favour of the Government of India in London 
by His Majesty 's Government on reasonable terms and conditions. 

With reference to the announcement made by the Honourable Pinance Member 
about tho introduction of a second Finance Bill, this Assembly is of opinion tluit pro- 
posals for taxation should not be made without giving due notice to Honourable Members 
and that no proposals for taxation must be made in the present session.'' 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : On a point of order. 
Witli referenee to the last paragraph, may I ask whether it does not raise 
an entirely different issue and is therefore out of order under the terms 
of the Rules and Standing Order t 

A2 
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Mr. President : The point raised has been very carefully considered 
by the Chair. At one time it was intended by non-official Members to 
move a se])arate Resolution on the subject of the Finance Bill. When 
some doubts were raised, it was represented to the Chair that the motion 
which was p?:oposed to be moved at to-day’s special meeting was in regard 
to tlie statement which the Honourable the Finance Member had made on 
the floor of tlie House. In the course of that statement the Honourable 
the Finance Member did state that he intended to introduce a Finance Bill. 
It was therefore clear that the Finance Bill formed a part of the statement 
made by him and therefore this paragraph in the motion is quite in order. 

Mr. B. E. Shanmukham Chetty : Mr. President, I thank you for 
the ruling that you have given on the point of order raised by my Honour- 
able friend, and before I come to the main theme of the motion that I have 
moved, I would like to say a few words on the last paragraph of the motion 
with reference to the expression of opinion of this House relating to the 
intention of the Honourable the Finance Member to introduce a second 
Finance Bill during the current session of the Assembly. That part of my 
motion relating to this subject records the opinion of this House that when 
Government contemplate taking a serious measure of the nature involved 
in the introduction of a Finance Bill, and the consequent imposition of fresh 
taxation on the country, it is but natural and proper that Honourable* 
Members on this side of the House should demand of Government that 
sufficient notice ought to be given to them so that they might be prepared 
to receive the taxation proposals of the Government and make arrange- 
ments to be present in Simla for the consideration of those proposals. It 
is no doubt true that for tlie last few weeks informed circles were anti- 
cipating the introduction of fresh taxation proposals, but I submit that not 
one of us, even the most well informed person, imagined that fresh taxation 
proposals in the form of a second Finance Bill would be hurled on this 
House at such short notice. It might be argued that when a session is 
on, it is up to Honourable Members to be present in Delhi or Simla to 
attend to the business that might come on in the House from day to day, 
but I submit that the position with which we are faced to-day is entirely 
different. Every one knows that in the normal course of business during 
the Delhi Session somewhere in February or March the Government always 
introduce their financial proposals, and Honourable Members make it a 
point to arrange their programme with a view to enable them to be jiresent 
during the discussion of those financial proposals but the position to-day is 
entirely different. Many Honourable Members before the legislative session 
in Simla was announced were under the impression that this session would 
be a very uneventful one. To their great surprise they were presented with 
the Press Bill and as an emergency measure they did not think it proper to 
complain of want of notice, but we are not prepared to adopt that course 
in the case of the Finance Bill. Many Honourable Members have not 
come to Simla because they thought that there could not be any important 
proposals coming forward this session and many who were in Simla during 
the earlier part of the session thought that there would not be any sen- 
sational or eventful measure brought forward and consequently many of 
our Members have left Simla. Under these circumstances I would submit 
to you. Sir, that it is highly improper for Government to introduce any 
taxation proposals during this session, and I do hope that my Honourable 
friend the Finance Member will realise the justice underlying the plea that 
am making on behalf of the non-official Members and give due considera- 
tion to the point of view that I have urged before hun and make some 
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arraLgement with a view to give due notice to Honourable Members about 
the taxation proposals. When I make this request to him, let me make 
my position perfectly clear. 

We on this side of the Hoiifie do not want to shirk any discussion 
of any financial proposals that my Honourable friend wants to bring 
forward, but whatever might be those proposals and their merits, we are 
entitled to claim in justice that our Members shall have due notice of those 
proposals, and I do hope that Honourable Members who follow me will 
impress upon the Government the necessity for giving due notice to 
Honourable Members and making such arrangements as may be necessary 
and advisable, so that due notice might be given. I shall leave that part 
of my motion at that and I shall now come to the main tlieme of my 
motion. 

During the last one week we have all been passing throiigli a period of 
great excitement and the excitement has been all the greater because of the 
fa(ft that many of us did not know what we were excited about. 
We all realized that there was something momentous going on around us, 
but very few realized the gravity and seriousness of the situation with 
which we were faced, and in face of this serious situation it is no wonder 
that a great deal of confusion has been caused not merely in the minds 
of Honourable Members in this House but in the mind of tlie public at 
large ; and I would submit that the action of the Government in declaring 
three consecutive Bank holidays has added to the confusion. In dealing 
with a matter like the one raised in my motion, I quite realize that it is 
difficult to avoid technicalities to a certain extent, but that it is also neces- 
sary to make the position clear even to those who do not ordinarily trouble 
themselves about these things. I will therefore, Sir, attempt to cover 
in my speech the main grounds in three aspects. I will first of all attempt 
to give Honourable Members a narrative of the facts which have led to 
the present position. I shall then indicate to them the manner and the 
method which the Secretary of State has thought fit to adopt and the 
implication of the measures that he has imposed upon this country ; and 
lastly, I shall try to exjdain to Honourable Members what the apprehended 
economic and financial consequences of the proposals made by my Honour- 
able friend are. 

Last Monday morning at half past eight, we heard the startling news 
that Groat Britain had gone off the gold standard. Before last Monday, 
anyone in England who took to the Bank of England currency notes wms 
entitled to demand, in return for those notes, a certain amount of gold at 
a rate fixed by statute. The effect of the announcement made ou Monday 
morning war. that the Bank of England was relieved of the obligation to 
give gold in exchange for currency notes. Even before we got out of the 
shock caused by this announcement, we heard the statement that my 
Honourable friend, the Finance Member, made in this House that IT. B. 
the Viceroy had issued an Ordinance relieving the Government of India as 
the currency authority of the obligation to give gold or sterling exchange 
in return for rupees or currency notes. Under the Ourrency Act of 1927, 
the Government of India as the currency authority of the country are bound 
to give to anyone who took currency notes or rupees either gold in exchange 
or sterling remittance at the rate fixed in that Act. The meaning of the 
announcement made by my Honourable friend on Monday morning was 
that the Government of India as the currency authority was relieved of this 
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obligation. Sir, it took some time for us to realize the implications of this 
momentous step taken by the Oovernment in Great Britain, and the con- 
sequential step taken by the Governmen^in India. But before we recover- 
ed from our confusion, we heard the startling news across the wires that 
the Secretary of State made before the Ffederal Structure (committee a 
statement which was absolutely contrary to the statement made by my 
Honourable friend here at 11 o’clock that morning. Sir, it is not given to 
us to know the secrets that pass behind the room where meetings of the 
Executive Council are held, nor is it open to us even to have a glimpse at 
the messages that flash across between Whitehall and Simla : but, reading 
between the lines, we can picture to ourselves the events of tliat day. 
Evidently my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, had a veiy uii- 
pleasant dish at his breakfast table that morning in the form of a telegram 
announcing the abandonment of the gold standard by Gieat Britain. And 
I take it, though I have not first-hand information on that point, that be 
immediatoJy got into his rickshaw^ or mounted his pony — 1 do not know 
which — and rushed to Viceregal Lodge ; and 1 do not ]:now if he took his 
Secretary, the Honourable Mr. Denning, with him, but certainly he must 
have rushed to Viceregal Lodge and he must have told the Viceroy that 
something had gone wrong and presumably he asked him to i)ut his signa- 
ture to a certain Ordinance. Soon after the Ordinance was issued, I take it 
the Government of India sent a copy of that across the wires to the Secre- 
tary of State, and the Secretary of State and his officers were evidently 
startled by this news that was flashed out from Simla : and without losing 
a moment, the Secretary of State hurried to the Federal Structure Com- 
mittee in the same hurry, but perhaps in a motor car (Laughter) and there 
announced to them what in effect comes to this. “ The Finance Member 
has acted in a manner which I consider is not in the interests of India and 
England. He certainly has acted without my consent. He lias no business 
to act in that manner. I therefore overrule what he announced there 
three hours ago and I tell you, gentlemen, that in the interests of India 
again 1 have determined to maintain the rupee linked to sterling (Hear, 
here). ’ That, Sir, was the dramatic episode which, though I have noi 
witnessed it, I can very well imagine must have taken place on Monday 
between 11 o'clock in the morning and 4 o’clock in the afternoon. 

I want Honourable Members to realize this, that the announeeineiit 
made by the Secretary of State at the Federal Structure Committee is the 
direct negative and opposite of the statement which my Honourable frienc 
made in this House and of the policy enunciated in the Ordinance jiromiil' 
gated by the Viceroy. Sir, with regard to a matter vitally affecting the 
economic life of India, I would rather trust the Finance Member of the 
Government of India as compared to the Secretary of State in London 
(Loud Applause.) When my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, was 
on Monday faced witli a serious situation, he, whether consciously or un 
consciously — I hope and believe consciously — acted on iiis first impulse anc 
did something which was really in th<e interests of India. And I woulc 
take this opportunity of tendering to him the thanks )f this side of tli( 
House for having acted in the interests of India. (Loud Applause.) Ii 
tendering him my thanks, I know I am creating an embarassing sitiiatioi 
for my Honourable friend. I am not going to ask him the direct questioi 
whether, when .the Secretary of State cancelled his announcement, he con 
aulted the Honourable the Finance Member of the Government of India 
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I do not want my Honourable friend to answer that question, I know the 
answer myself. Sir, my Honourable friend took objection to that part of 
my motion which relates to the condemnation of the Secretary of State’s 
aotion. But I am glad that you cannot prevent me from saying what I feel 
on that subject. The Indian Legislature was in session ; the Finance Mem- 
bei of the Government of India as the man on the spot must be trusted to 
know what \vas in the best interests of the country w^hen the country w^as 
faced with a crisis of this nature, and yet what liappcns ? Without re- 
foj'cnce to the Indian Legislature, and I say without reference even to the 
Government of India, the Secretary of State, acting on the advice of the 
financial interests in Great Britain, proscribes to us and imposes upon us a 
])olicy the result of which w'ill be disastrous to the economic welfare of this 
country. I know the limitations of my Honourable friend the Finance 
Member and the Government of India in this matter. I know that they 
are subordinate agents of the Secretary of State. I know that if in the 
place of my Honourable friend the Finance Member there Avere a Minister 
rospojisible to this Legislature, and if that Minister were overruled by a 
higher authority, he would have had no option but to tender his resignation. 

I do not want my Honourable friend the Finance Member to tender his 
resignation. I do hope that, in spite of his having been ruled out by higher 
authorities, he wdll still remain wdth us and carry on tlie burdens of the 
Finance Membership of the Government of India. But, Sir, though the 
Government of India as the subordinate agents of the Secretary of State 
can pocket this insult, we on this side of the House, represeiiling the people 
of this country, are not prepared to pocket this insult. If really the Secre- 
tary 01 State thought that the Finance Member had committed an error 
of Judgment, if the Secretary of State and his advisers honestly thought 
that the course recommended by my Honourable friend the Finance Mem- 
ber was not in the best interests of the country, even then I submit, it w’as 
up Lo the Secretary of State, in consultation with the Government of India 
and with their approval, to bring before this House the necessary measures 
to effect legislation embodying his proposals. Instead of doing that what 
has happened i The Ordinance issued by the Viceroy on Monday morning 
iindei* the advice of the Finance Member was cancelled v^ithiu three days ; 
a new Ordinance has taken its place, and I ask hotv long is this Ordinance 
to be ill force f When the power of making Ordinances was vested in the 
Viceroy, was it not the intention of the authors of the Government of India 
Act that this po'ver of making Ordinances must be used by the Viceroy only 
in great emergencies w^hen the Legislature was not in session, or if the Legis- 
lature was in session but refused to give assent to the pro])osals of the Gov- 
cniment ? I’his Ordinance No. 7 of 1931, that was issued three days ago, 
alters one of the fundamental provisions of the Paper Currency Act of 1927, 
p Act passed by this Legislature. And I put it to the Government wdietlier 
it is treating the House fairly and justly to cancel one of the main provi- 
sions of an Act of the Indian Legislature by an Ordinance of tlic Viceroy 
when the Legislature is in session. I am prepared to grant that w’hen they 
were faced with an emergency and a crisis of this nature, it was certainly 
the duty of the Viceroy, acting under the advice of his financial advisers, 
to issue any Ordinance that he pleased. But I also submit, Sir, that the 
Government of India ought to take the earliest opportunity of bringing 
before this House the necessary legislation embodying the provisions of that 
Ordinance. That Ordinance was issued three daj^s ago and w^e have not yet 
heard from the Government whether they contemplate bringing before this 
House any Bill incorporating the provisions of that Ordinance ; and so long 
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as the (Tovemment of India fail to do that, it would be a serious insult to 
the non-official representatives in this House, an insult which they can pro- 
test against only by giving expression to their feelings in this House and 
by passing the motion tliat I have tabled today. I therefore hope that 
apart from the technicalities of the motion involved, every non-official 
Honourable Member in this House, including my Honourable friends of 
the European Group, will realise the implications of the step taken by the 
Viceroy in issuing the Ordinance and the reluctance shown by the Govern- 
ment of India to bring in the necessary legislation embodying the principles 
of that Ordinance. Sir, at a time when our delegates are assembled 
London discussing the question of the future constitution of this country, 
discussing the question of delegating to the representatives of the Indian 
people more powers over internal affairs, at that time we find the Govern- 
ment of India acting under the instructions of the Secretary of State 
depriving this House even of the little power entrusted to it by the Govern- 
ment of India Act ; and I ask the Honourable Members whether they are 
])repared to tolerate a position of that nature. {Cries of “ No, no.”) If 
they are not pi-cpared to tolerate that position, they have no other course 
but to walk with me into the lobby when the motion is put to the vote. 

Having said so much about the arbitrary action of the Secretary of 
State in over-ruling the decision of the Government of India and in im- 
posing his decision upon the Indian people, I should like to say a word or 
two about the implications of the action of the Secretary of State. The 
action of the Secretary of State comes to this, that the Ordinance issued on 
Monday morning stands cancelled, that the provisions of section 5 of the 
Paper Currency Act stand cancelled. In place of that the obligation is 
imposed upon the Government of India as currency authority to sell sterling 
at the statutory rate for legitimate trade and other purposes. The posi- 
tion of our rupee. Sir, the currency of our country, has undergone many 
vicissitudes within three day.s. On Sunday evening every rupee that we 
had in our pockets was linked to gold through the medium of sterling. On 
Monday morning it was linked neither to gold nor to sterling ; on Monday 
afternoon it was linked by the Secretary of State to sterling as divorced 
from gold. These are the vicissitudes through which our national cur- 
rency has passed, and let us take stock of the position today. I want to 
explaiJi to Honourable Members in the briefest manner poasible the economic 
and financial repercussions on our country of this step taken by the Secre- 
tary of State. In order to enable Honourable Members to follow me in mv 
arguments, I must ask their indulgence if I take them back in historical 
retrospect just for a few years and ask them to rivet their attention on what 
took place in the years 1926 and 1927. The ashes of eoutrover.sy are still 
hot in the furnace and I do not want to take this opportunity of kindling 
the fire again. 

We all remember the public agitation that was caused as a result of 
the determination of the Government of India to fix the exchange value 
of the rupee at 18d. The Indian commercial and public opinion in 1927 
emphatically protested against the contemplated action of the Govern- 
ment of India and Indian commercial opinion was practically unanimous 
that if the rupee was fixed at 18d. gold would lead to serious conse- 
quences to the great detriment of the economic and financial interests 
of the country. We were told at the time that we were indulging in 
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a jeremiad, that we were picturing to ourselves a gloomy state of things 
which was not warranted by the economic conditions of India 
and the world as they existed then. We were told that India 
would not suffer but stood to gain by linking the rupee to 18cl. in gold. 
But, Sir, subsequent events have proved that the apprehensions that 
we entertained in those days were not altogether unfounded, that even 
though other causes have intervened, even though other phenomena 
jiave occurred in the world during the last five years, the fact yet remains 
that the step that the Government of India took in 1927 in fixing the 
exchange value at ISd. against the almost unanimous wish of the Indian 
public, has resulted in serious economic consequences to our country. 
W^hat has been the result ? As a result of the attempt made by the 
Government to maintain the exchange value of the rupee at 18d., there 
has been a contraction of currency in this country to an extent which 
cannot, in any circumstances, be justified. By contraction of currency 
is meant withdrawing of actual currency from circulation, and how 
much of currency was withdrawn in 1926-27 soon after the Bill was 
passed ? Contraction of currency took place to the extent of 29^ crores 
in that one year. In 1927-28, 4 crores and 10 lakhs were withdrawn. 
In 1929-30, 32 crores and 41 lakhs were withdrawn. In 1930-31, 38 
crores and 64 lakhs were withdrawn, and during the last five months of 
the current financial year, 36 crores worth of currency have been 
withdrawn. The total comes to 138^ crores of currency withdrawn 
from circulation. I would ask Honourable Members to realise what the 
economic consequences in the country will be when you withdraAv from 
circulation currency to the extent of 138^ crores of rupees in the course 
of four or five years. The result has been stringent money conditions. 
Agriculture and industry have been starved of the necessary funds to 
carry on current operations. The Bank rate has been kept high and all 
these have resulted in creating enormous difficulties to the vast agricultural 
popi7lation of this country and in practically crippling tlie resources of 
the industries of this country. Nor was this the only effect of the attempt 
of the Government to maintain the value of the rupee at 18d. Our gold 
assets have been frittered away. On the 30th April, 1926, our gold assets 
stood at SI crores of rupees in the form of sterling securities, and 30 crores 
ill gold bullion, to which was added in 1928-29 2.45 crores of rupees gold 
bullion, in 3930-31, 1.89 crores and in 1931-32, about 9 crores, so that 
the total gold reserve that we ought to have to-day is 124.3 crores. As 
against that, what is the gold reserve that w^e are left with to-day ? To- 
^lay, our gold resources, taking the gold bullion and sterling securities 
together, stand at only 58 crores of rupees. The meaning of this is that 
within the last four or five years we have lost our gold "resources to the 
ptent of 66J crores of rupees. I know I will be told that the diminution 
in the gold reserves ought not to be wholly attributed to the attempt of the 
Government to maintain the exchange. I know that I will be told of the 
flight of capital abroad, and that the extraordinary political conditions 
Ibat prevailed in the country have contributed to this diminution of our 
pold reserves ; but even making allowance for all these extraordinary 
factors, I still maintain, Sir, that if it were not for the attempt of the 
Government of India to maintain the exchange value of the rupee at 18d. 
our gold resources to-day would have stood in the neighbourhood of 124 
^ores of rupees instead of the 58 crores at which they st«and to-day. My 
Honourable friend, the Finance Member, wanted this House to go *away 
binder the impression that our gold has increased by nearly 7 millions 
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as compared with the last year. He would pardon me if 1 venture to 
say that his statement is a half-truth. So far as it goes, it is technically 
correct. But, Sir, when we talk of our gold resources, we do not only 
take into account the gold bullion that we have, but we have to take into 
account the sterling and gold securities that we have, and I submit that 
if you consider your gold assets, taking into account both the gold bullion 
and sterling securities, the fact remains that during the last five years our 
gold resources have been depleted to the extent of 66J crores. What is the 
nature of the gold which has come into the currency cliarts and about 
which my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, spoke ^ He spoke of 
the currency authorities having acquired seven million pounds of gold. 
But 1 do not know how many Honourable Members know thii fact that 
these seven million pounds of gold w^ere not attracted into the currency 
treasuries as a result of tlie expansion of our export trade, but these seven 
million Avorth of gold came from up-country, and it is what is called dis- 
tressed gold. This seven million worth of gold is the gold that the poor 
people have had to part w’ith in the villages as a result of the depression 
and crisi.v with wdiich they were faced. This seven million worth of gold 
is the accumulation of small quantities of gold w^hich the poor man and the 
agriculturists in the villages had to part Avith to purchase the necessary 
■articles of food for themselv(*s and this phenomena of seven millions Avnrtli 
of gold coming into the currency reserves is not one on Avhicli we ought t<i 
congratulate ourseh'es. But that is neither here nor there. What T Avant 
to im])ress upon Honourable Members is this, that our gold resources 
to-day h.ave been depleted to the extent of 66J crores of riipiMis. Nor is 
this the whole story. In the effort to maintain exchange, avo have not 
merely depleted our gold reserves to the extent of 66:^ crores of rupees, 
but Ave liaA^e incurred additional sterling liability to the extent of 52 million 
pounds or about 70 crores of rupees. The meaning of that is this, that 
AAuthin the last fiA^e years, to maintain exchange, in addition to the depleting 
of gold resources, we had raised money in London to the tune of 70 crores 
of rupees and to-day India is burdened with an external debt of 70 crores 

of rup«;es more than what it AA^as five years ago and that certainly is not 

a matter on which we can congratulate ourselves. 

I am not one of those who attribute all the economic ills of India to 

the ratio. I am not one of those who believe that a 16d. ratio is the 

panacea for all the economic ills of the country. But T certainly believ^e 
that the economic crisis through which we have been passing has been 
seriously accentuated by the policy of the Government of India in main- 
taining the exchange value of the rupee at 18d, Most modestly put in 
that way, no one can challenge the accuracy of my statement. Govern- 
ment luiA’^e been deaf to the demands of the Indian public in this matter. 
They were actuated by motives of prestige, and whenever there Avas a 
discussion on any form about the exchange value of the rupee, the Finan(,*e 
Member repeatedly assured India and the world at large that the Govern- 
ment were determined to maintain this exchange value of the rupee and 
that they had enough resources to maintain that obligation. They Averc 
deaf, I say, to Indian public opinion : but an opportunity came to them 
unexpectedly last Monday morning. What they could not do in response 
to Indian public opinion they could have done on Monday morning. I 
would not be the cynic to say that England’s difficulties are India’s 
opportunities. But on Monday morning the position was this ; the 
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difl&cult situation iix which England found herself that day and her 
consequent abandonment of the gold standard in England certainly offered 
a splendid opportunity for the Government of India to retrieve the 
mist^e of the last five years and again to put the rupee on a proper 
basis. Acting on the first impulse my Honourable friend the Finance 
Member acted that day in a manner that was in the best interests of the 
country. But unfortunately he was overruled by the Secretary of State. 
Can there be any justification for this action taken by the Secretary of 
State ? England abandoned the gold standard on ^londay morning, 
because there was a flight of money from England and there was a demand 
for the gold which was in the vaults of the Bank of England. Was not 
that in a lesser degree the same position in vrhich we found ourselves that 
day. Has it not been the case that the Government of India’s sterling 
reWrces have had to bear a tremendous strain during the past few months 
ill meeting sterling obligations ? England and India, I submit, were 
faced with the same problem and the same crisis ; and if the abandon- 
ment of the gold standard was good for England, I ask, was it not good 
for India also ? What is sauee to the English goose must certainly be sauce 
to the Indian gander ; and yet India was not allowed to adopt a course of 
action which England with her enormous resources thought necessary to 
adopt in a time of crisis ; and a new standard of exchange value was 
imposed upon us. And that standard has been imposed upon us in the 
name of stability. The Government of India have in season and out of 
season sung the song of stability of exchange. I am all for stability 
Hear, hear ’’ from the European Benches), but I am not for phantom 
stability, coupled with real insolvency. (“ Hear, hear from the 
Nationalist Benches), I repeat that I am not for phantom stability and 
real insolvency, and that is the position with which we are faced to-day. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : They will not be 
insolvent : it is we who will be insolvent. 

Mr. S. K. Shanmukham Chetty : If the song of stability has been 
sung all these years, I ask my Honourable friends on that side of the 
House, have we now been placed on a stable basis ? Has the Ordinance 
promulgated three days ago placed our currency on a stable basis ? It 
has not. It has been tied to the chariot wheels of sterling to go the way 
of sterling, whatever it may be ; and I ask, with sterling divorced from 
gold, do you call a rupee linked to sterling a stable currency * 

Therefore we are faced with a position of instability ; and that instabi- 
lity is not of our making. Our only complaint is, why add to the difficulties 
of our unstable position by imposing upon us a scheme of things which 
will lead to insolvency and nowhere else ? Be it remembered that the 
Act of 1927^ fixed the exchange value of the rupee at 18d. gold and not 
at 18d. sterling. In the very first sentence of the speech which Sir Basil 
Blackett made on that occasion, he made it perfectly clear that the object 
of the Currency Act of 1927 was to fix the exchange value of the rupee 
at 18d. gold ; and with all the boasted resources of the Government of 
India, backed by the enormous resources of His Majesty’s Government, 
where, I ask, is that 18d. gold rupee ? The 18d, gold rupee lias gone in 
spite of the attempts of the Government of India to maintain it ; and let it 
be realised by my Honourable friends to-day that in spite ot the phantom 
stability, we ore not on the basis of 18d. gold but we are on the basis of 
l8o. sterling, at the mercy of the fortunes of sterling. In other words we 
nave abandoned the practical gold standard on which we have been 
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working from 1927, and we have been linked to the new standard which 
might be called a sterling exchange standard. Can there bo any justifica- 
tion for the Secretary of State to take such a momentobs Step 
to bring about such a radical alteration in the value of our currency 
without consulting Indian public opinion, and without consulting the Indian 
Legislature ? There can only be one answer to that question, that there 
cannot be the slightest justification. 

The Ordinance issued three days ago in accordance with the aniiounce- 
ment made by the Secretary of State is sought to be justified on two 
grounds. Firstly it is maintained that since our obligations are mainly 
in sterling, it will be in the best interests of India to be linked with and 
stabilised in terms of sterling ; and secondly it is maintained that, if we 
go away from 18d. sterling to a lower level, it will create budgetary difiS- 
culties for the Government of India. Now, I want my Honourable friends 
to analyse the reasoning underlying these two propositions. Our obligations 
in sterling are to the extent of £35 millions. But, I ask, in determining 
the value of your rupee, are you to be guided only by your sterling obli- 
gations ? The total value of the foreign trade of India in the year 1929- 
30 was Rs. 559 crores. Out of this total, the share of the United Kingdom 
was only Rs. 172J crores. In other worda, while the value of our trade 
with the United Kingdom is only Rs. 172J crores, the value 
of our trade with the other countries of the world is Rs. 386J 
crores. Are you going to keep in mind the welfare of this enormous 
volume of trade which we carry on with the rest of the world, or are you 
going to regulate your currency policy with a view only to meet your 
sterling obligations t I submit in the interests of the trade of our country, 
you must pay greater regard to the volume of trade that this country 
carries on with the rest of the world. Take again the argument about the 
12 NOON budgetary difficulties which might be created. 

My Honourable friend, in answer t-o a question 
the other day in this House, said that if exchange was reduced from Is. 6d. 
to Is. 4rZ. slerling, there would be a deficit of five crores in the Budget. To 
put it the other way, it comes to this : by having exchange at Is. 6d. 
rathei ihan at Is. 4d. you practically save five crores. Surely if the Gov- 
ernment of India save to the extent of five crores by a change amounting 
to two pence in the exchange value of the rupee, may I ask who pays these 
five crores ? Surely, these five crores do not fall from the heavens. I 
maintain that ultimately to make this deficit of five crores of rupees, the 
Indian agriculturist is probably mulcted to the extent of 50 crores. Is 
budgetary consideration the only consideration to be kept in view in 
regulating yonr exchange policy ? My Honourable friend the other day, 
in a sarcastic manner, twitted us for believing in a depreciated rupee, and 
it has often been thrown at us our face that if Is. 4d!. was beneficial to 
India, Is. 2cZ. must be more beneficial and Is. must be still more beneficial 
and so on reductio ad absurdum. Can I not turn the table on my Honour- 
able friend and ask if in the Budget at Is. 6d!. means a saving of five 
crores. Is. 8d, means a saving of 10 crores, Is. lOd, means a saving of 1-5 
crores, 2s. means a saving of 20 crores, xdtimately with three shillings there 
should be no taxation in India at all. Surely no student of finance can be 
frightened away by an argument of that nature. If to-day we believe in 
the beneficial effect of a depreciated currency, it is because, like other 
things, this lesson also we have learnt from England. It is because men 
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like Professor Keynes, and journals like the Economist have been swinging 
tlie praises of a depreciated currency. Professor Keynes wanted the 
British (Government to fix the exchange value of the pound at a lower parity. 
Professor Keynes and other economists in England have always maintained 
that tlie prosperity of France and of Belgium are in a large measure due 
to rJie fact that they had depreciated their currency. Soon after the war 
while Priuice and Belgium depreciated their currency, while other countries 
depreciated their currency, India was the only example, of a country, which 
jippreciatod her currency, and that to-day has landed us in all this mire. 
These two advantages claimed for the Is. 6d. are therefore more illusory 
than real. 

But my objections to this present scheme are really more funda- 
mental. I maintain that as a result of the obligation imposed by 
Ordinance VII of 1931, there is still a danger of the depletion of our 
gold resources. No doubt my Honourable friend would say they have 
provided for the rationing of sterling that they will sell sterling only 
Tor trade and other legitimate purposes ; in other words, that they have 
guarded against the speculator coming into the field and putting a 
strain on the demand for sterling, but I would put it to my Honourable 
friend that there is a limit beyond which he cannot succeed in that 
object. The speculator and the man who wants to remit sterling to 
England for other than legitimate purposes would always get his 
sterling requirements by purchasing export bills, and the man who 
wants to meet his import bills will alyvays go to the currency authority, 
and under the Ordinance demand sterling at Is. 6d. Where then have 
you stopped the speculator ? I submit that in spite of all the precautions 
taken in that Ordinance, the result will be the depletion of our gold 
reserves as a result of this illusory claim. It is here that I want to say 
a word about one paragraph of my motion, that if the Government want 
to persist in their policy, let them not at any rate touch one ounce of 
our gold reserves. If they persist in carrying out that policy, let them 
arrange with His Majesty’s Government to open long tern credits in 
London at reasonable rates. When I make this proposal, let me not be 
understood as acquiescing in the policy of the Government of India. 
But knowing as I do the limitations of the power of this Legislature, 
knowing as I do that our voice will be like the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, I say that for God’s sake, if you are going to pursue a 
policy which we consider to be ruinous to India, do not touch our gold 
reserves. If my Honourable friend can succeed in persuading His 
Majesty’s Government in spite of all their difficulties in their own home, 
if he can persuade them to give to the Government of India substantial 
long term credits at favourable rates, then he will have mitigated to 
some extent the otherwise evil effects of his policy. I am not prepared 
to say anything more or anything less on that point. 

My fundamental objection to this whole new scheme, therefore, is 
firstly, that it will deplete our gold resources. Secondly when you 
hogin to examine this question in detail you find that it is again our old 
friend Imperial preference to England in another manner ; while our 
rupee is allowed to depreciate in terms of gold and in terms of the other 
currencies of the world, it has been kept at the same level with regard 
^0 sterling, and the result of that will be that the importer of goods from 
England will have a better advantage over an importer from Japan or 
^uy other country. Here again we are having the principle of Imperial 
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incference in another manner. Lastly, I come to the most important 
objection. I said that the rupee has been linked to sterling. What is 
the ultimate consequence of such a course ? The rupee is tied to the 
charriot wheels of sterling, and in relation to gold it must follow the 
fortunes of sterling. I do not anticipate that England will for ever 
remain off the gold standard. It may be that after six months or one 
year or two years England might think that the time had then come 
for her to go on a gold standard again, and if such a thing happens in 
England, we will also automatically go on the gold standard ; with 
what consequence ? Every country must restore the gold standard and 
lix its currency in terms of gold with due regard to the economic con- 
dition of that country. But under the present circumstances, irrespec- 
tive of the economic conditions of India, irrespective of the intrinsic 
value of our currency, the moment the economic conditions in England 
become propitious for the linking of sterling to gold, we will auto- 
matically be linked to gold. That, I submit, is a danger, the possibilities 
of which are far-reaching, and the consequences of which I dread to 
imagine. I hope I have made it clear to my Honourable friends that 
the Secretary of State has imposed upon this country, and I would say, 
against the wishes of the Government of India, a scheme which is not in 
the best economic interests of the country, Mr. President, it is a strange 
irony of fate that at a time when our delegates in London are discussing 
constitutional advance, when the representatives of the Indian people are 
fighting for the political emancipation of this country, the Secretary of 
State by one stroke of the pen should subject us to an economic slavery 
which has been unheard of or unthought of even in the melancholy his- 
tory of India. (Applause.) 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association : Indian Com- 
merce) : We are providing the world to-day with the unusual spectacle 
of the Legislature of a country which is supposed to enjoy a fan 
measure of self-government, having to content itself with passing a 
Resolution expressing its condemnation and apprehensions about a 
policy embarked upon without the least reference to them, a policy 
greatly detrimental to the vital interests of the country. 

Sir, last Monday, my Honourable friend the Finance Member 
stated to this House that, as Great Britain had decided to go off the 
gold standard, the Government of India were obliged to suspend the 
operation of section 5 of the Currency Act, which imposes an obligation 
on them to sell sterling or gold at their discretion. A few hours later, 
the Secretary of State announced to the Round Table Conference that 
in view of the action taken by Great Britain, it had been decided that 
the rupee should be linked to sterling. Sir, I regard it as a very eloquent 
commentary on the system of Government under which we live, that a 
gentleman sitting 5,000 miles away, — and I wish it to be distinctly 
understood that I am not referring to the present Secretary of State— 
for whom personally we have respect though not for his political con- 
victions — or any one individual 

Mr. B. Das : 1 have no respect for him. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : I say, Sir, that it is an eloquent commentary on 
the system nrider which we live that a gentleman sitting 5,000 miles 
away, whose acquaintance with India has often been confined to what 
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he has seen of her on the map, who probably has come from the Ad- 
iiiiralty or from managing the Duchy of Lancaster, and whose know- 
ledge of economics and finance cannot, in the best of circumstances, be 
very profound, should by a stroke of the pen be able to lay down and 
carry out policies which may mean life and death to the vast masses of the 
population. And, Sir, it has not been the case in the past that these 
gentlemen ruling our destinies from Whitehall have done the best by 
this country. The financial muddles of which India has been made the 
victim in the course of the last 10 or 15 years have contributed in my 
opinion materially to the very parlous state in which the agriculturist 
and the industrialist in India finds himself. Therefore, there is not even 
this justification that a benevolent Providence is looking after us, and 
that it does not matter whether we are consulted about our own affairs 
or not. 

Sir, I hope that my Honourable friends on the Treasury Benches 
will realise that an unanswerable ease has been made out for those who 
insist that in the next constitution India should have complete fiscal and 
financial independence, the complete right to manage or mismanage her 
oivn affairs. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Clietty has anticipated me in a great 
many of the things which I wanted to say, but I shall try and avoid the 
ground which he has covered so ably. I should like to say a few words 
about the policy which was announced on Monday, and in this connec- 
tion it is a matter of very considerable regret, a tragedy, that my 
Honourable friend who was not responsible for the policy which has 
brought such disasters upon the agricultural population, should not 
hitherto have seen his way to reverse that policy regardless of conse- 
quences. In England, under similar circumstances, a decision has been 
taken which has far greater implications, which means far more to a 
country which is the financial capital of the world, than a reversal of 
the policy could possibly mean to India. When England found that 
slie could no longer maintain the gold standard, she immediately broke 
off. In India under similar circumstances, my Honourable friend did 
not find it possible to break away from a policy for which he was not 
responsible, and which I am sure in his heart of hearts he must have 
(loj)lorod. 

There is another point that I wish to make in this connection. 
During the last few days, from all parts of India criticisms of the an- 
nouncement made by the Secretary of State have poured in on every 
one of us here at Simla. Many people have contended — ^responsible 
people, responsible commercial bodies, that this was a heaven-sent oppor- 
tunity of doing away with the ratio and letting the rupee drift for ifc- 
•"'Olf. Sir, my Honourable friend the Finance Member has attempted no 
reply to these arguments. The other day he had the opportunity of 
placing the House in full possession of the various reasons which have 
induced the Government of India and the Secretary of State to peg the 
^^ipee to sterling. I take it, Sir, that the main object of pegging Jthe 
rupee to sterling was to ensure the stability of the rupee, ^^at I want 
lo know is — is the rupee any more stable to-day, when linked to a very 
Wobbling sterling, than it would be if left to look after itself 1 During 
lue last few days, from 4.86 sterling dollar ezchange it has come down 
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to 3.82, and the rupee to-day is worth 14id. I want to ask my Hongur- 
able friend if he can cast his eyes into the future and hazard a specula- 
tion as to what the rupee would have sunk to in these four or five days, 
if left to take care of itself. The danger of instability has increased in 
the last day or two. Yesterday we heard that Japan was thinking of 
going ofl! the gold standard. I do not know how far that rumour is 
correct. It seemed at any rate to affect exchanges throughout the 
world. In Liverpool on the receipt of that news something like 43 points 
dropjied off. If Japan is going off the gold standard — and 1 cannot see 
how she can keep on to it much longer — and if other countries are going to 
follow suit, where is the pound sterling going to be and if the pound 
sterling is going to fiop up and down, where is the rupee going to be, 
and where your stability ? That, Sir, is a question which my Honour- 
able friend the Finance Member should answer very fully because India 
certainly is most anxious to know why it has been found necessary to 
i.;eg the rupee on to sterling. 

There is another question I want to ask my Honourable friend. It 
is a question which has exercised the minds of people in Bombay parti- 
cularly — is the rupee really linked to gold or to sterling ? It has 
oj08cially been linked to sterling, but there are two sections in the Cur- 
rency Act which have not been touched by the Ordinance promulgated 
by the Government of India, and which may therefore be still said to be 
ill operation. Section 2 of the Currency Act lays down the gold content 
of the rupee at 8.475 grains of gold. That section has been left un- 
affected, as also section 5, which the Government of India did away with 
by Ordinance on Monday and again restored, and which lays an obliga- 
tion on the Government of India to pay out either gold or sterling. I 
am not suggesting for a moment that the Government of India could be 
so mad or so reckless as to pay out gold, but my point is that technically 
as it stands, you cannot say that the rupee is linked to sterling and has 
broken away completely from gold. Now the question that intrigues 
e\ery one of us is, are we linked for all time to the pound sterling, or is 
this a temporary expedient which appealed to the Government of India 
and those at home as the best solution of the present diflSculties, the best 
remedy for preventing panic and dislocation of business. I regard that 
question as of very considerable importance. My Honourable friend 
Mr. Chetty in his very able speech just now said that his objection was 
that some day or other England may decide to go back to the gold stand- 
ard, and under those circumstances India may have to follow suit. My 
objection goes further than that. I for one cannot conceive of England 
going back to the gold standard for as far ahead as I can see, but. Sir. 
it may conceivably be that after the present depression has passed away 
and something approaching normal times have been restored, the pound 
sterling may move up in parity with gold. Is the rupee then to move 
up also and appreciate in value ? If that is the case, then I for one 
must stoutly oppose this present position of the rupee being linked to 
sterling. 

Now, Sir, the great anxiety which the people of India have in con- 
nection with these wonderful operations which have gone on during the 
week is, what is to happen to the gold resources of the country. My 
Honourable friend Mr. Chetty pointed out one direction in which the 
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Ordinance for rationing gold could be driven a coach and four through 
by the simple expedient of a man, who imports bullion, for instancOi 
buying export bills by offering an attractive rate, and, thereby keeping 
these bills from the banks, and accentuating the exchange position. 
That is only one of the many ways in which a coach and four can be 
driven through this Ordinance. 1 am not denying the utility of the 
Ordinance. I am only saying that there are many ways in which this 
Ordinanoe can be made ineffectual for the purposes for which it has been 
imposed. What I want then to know" is, after the sterling securities are 
exhausted, and they will be exhausted unless the balance of trade improves 
materially in favour of India at an early date, what is going to be the 
position 't llow are the Government going to prevent a raid on the actual 
^old resources of the country, and if they are going to permit a raid on 
the gold reserves, what will be the effect of linking the rupee to sterling, 
which has at the same time depreciated considerably in terms of gold ? 
The obligation on the Government to pay out gold still remains, and I 
want to know from my Honourable friend, if and when our sterling secu- 
rities are exhausted, whether he is going to touch the* gold, and if so, at 
what rate. We were given an assurance the other day that Government 
were going to arrange credits. I am afraid, while fully appreciating the 
action of the British Government in giving us an assurance on th 3 t point, 

I cannot be satisfied with the position as it stands. We want to know. Sir, 
on what terms and conditions these credits are going to be given — whether 
they are going to be long term credits, and whether any guarantees and 
conditions will be imposed, which if not altogether, impossible might be 
so onerous that India could not possibly accept them. After all, if you 
raid your gold resources and if you take credits, it comes to really the same 
thing, because credits have to be met at the proper time, and it is there- 
fore a matter of great importance that very long term credits should be 
arranged. What was the experience of England ? She arranged credits 
in Paris and New York. They were short term credits, and when they 
expired England was much in the same position as she was before. She 
iiad merely staved off the evil day, and not her difficulties. Therefore it is 
very essential that the country should know at the earliest possible* moment 
whether the Government of India are really in a position to arrange long 
term satisfactory credits. There is just another point I want to make 
and tliat is in connection with the policy of the Government of India 
towards trade and industries. While Government were maintaining the^ 
exchange at Is. M., they did so at the expense of India. They could not 
meet the position in the ordinary way. So they Jiad to bring about a con- 
traction of currency, ^vhich had disastrous effects on the trade and industry 
of the country. IIow are they going to manage the situation now 1 
To-day we have something like 80 crores of rupees of Treasury Bills out- 
standing. Before the end of October something like 35 crores of rupees 
of these Bills have got to be met. Fresh bills would be perhaps at the 
J'ate of something like 2 crores a week, whereas the maturities would be at 
the rate of 7 or 8 crores a week. Then, Sir, the cash balances of the 

Imperial Bank have gone down to Bs. 12 crores. The question that the 

commercial community would like to ask is, How are the Government of 
India going to manage their ways and means position ? Are* they going 
^0 revive od hoc securities to the extent of say, Es. 25 crores, or 30 

cJoi^s f Are they going to expand currency just las they contracted it 

dtiring all the difficult days through which we have passed f ’’ Sir, tht 
b243LAD B 
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various measures that are uecessary to be undertaken for the purpose of 
improving the trade and industry of the country are the measures on 
which the commercial community would like most definite information. 

One other consideration, and that is, that the time has come when the 
Government of India shoiilld take effective steps to consult the Legislature 
and public opinion in the country on the (luestion of the ratio. There are 
two schools of thought, one of which holds by stability, and the other is 
anxious that the rupee should no longer be pegged either to sterling or 
to gold, but should be left to fake care of itself. Both are united in their 
demand that in no conceivable circumstances should the rupee be allowed to 
be pegged to anything at an appreciated value. What I want, Sir, is that, 
if the Government of India have decided upon the present position merely 
as a temporary expedient, they should declare their policy at the earliest 
possible date, and' should give the Legislature and the country the oppor- 
tunity of saying what they really want. I must not be understood as criti- 
cising my Honourable friend unduly. I join whole-heartedly in the tribute 
which my Honourable friend, Mr. Shanmukham Chetty, paid to the Finance 
Member. I think he is a striking example of a good man come unto a bad 
inheritance. I only hope he will shake off this wretched inheritance which 
he Las deidved from his predecessors, and that he will start on a clean, fresh 
slate. The currency policy of tlie Government of India has an enormous 
bearing on the fortunes of India ; and I urge my Honourable friend to 
reconsider the whole position, come to the Assembly and the public, and 
set about finding out ways and meaps of putting our currency on a sound 
basis, where it can serve the purpose for which it really exists. Sir, in 
these last few years, in the disastrous attempt to maintain the ratio, the 
agricultural population has suffered enormously ; and if the j;rosperity of 
India is to be restored, it can only be restored on a sound currency and 
exchange policy. We may get the largest measure of self-government 
that we may be demanding, but* it will all Ibe an empty shell, unless the 
position of India is made financially strong. The India of the future 
will require enormous resources to finance, all the starving social services, 
and the various other things that go to make up a modern State, and unless 
the Government of India regard it as their solemn andi bounden duty to 
promote and protect industries of the country, and the interests of the 
vast mass of the agricultural population, the boon of self-government will 
be worth nothing at all. And I hope my Honourable friend — ^whose 
heart, if I may say so without impertinence, is in the right place, — ^will 
regard it as his solemn duty to come forward and take the public into 
his confidence and consult them as to how their destinies are to be ruled 
hereafter in matters of such vital importance. 

Mr. J. Ramsay Scott (United Provinces : European) : Sir, the 
motion which has just been proposed is tantamount to a vote of censure 
on the Government and can only add to Government's difficulties. {An 
Hovourahle Member ! “ England's ” difficulties !) 

I, and many on the other side of the House, have in the past been 
anxious that, in the best interests of India, the ratio should be Is. 4d., but 
I feel that tMs is not the right moment to press these claims and at such 
a time as the present it would be sheer madness to swop horses when cross- 
ing the stream. 
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We should be very loath to add to the already heavy burdexL of the 
Finance Member and the only way to play the game for the general good 
of the Indian Empire is to forget petty private considerations and) to 
come forward with a constructive policy avoiding destructive criticism as 
inuch as possible. (Hear, hear.) 

This is not the first time in the history of the world that a country 
has passed through financial difficulties. You all know the story of 
pharoah, the Egyptian, and how Joseph revealed his dream to him, pre- 
dicting seven years of ptenty to be followed Iby seven lean years. Joseph 
commanded that in the years of plenty, provision should be made for the 
time of famine. Many a Joseph in this Assembly has urged on Govern- 
ment the conservation of resources and vainly tried to prevent the fritter- 
ing a.way of money on wild-cat schemes. Eighteen months ago, we of the 
European Group, took the Government to task and suggested that the 
word Retrenchment now only too well known, should be a feature of the 
Budget. The Government, however, went on its spendthrift way, and) the 
sword of retrenchment has now to be wielded with a heavy hand, cutting 
down superfluous activities and slicing of the pay of Government officials. 
But this is not the moment for recriminations. We must trust our Gov- 
ernment at a time like the present. The Finance Member has shown great 
wisdiom in preventing speculators and profiteers from juggling with 
exchange. (Applause.) The hand fide trader will be free to carry on 
his normal business without let or hindrance. For some time past, the 
rest of India has felt that they were 'being exploited for the pecuniary 
benefit of a small community in Bombay and Ahmedabad ; (Some Honour*- 
able Members : ** Question.”) and I maintain that the whole of the North 
of India and Bengal wish that this small clique should be sternly discour- 
aged from attempting to profit from the temporary troubles of the Indian 
Empire. I understand that over 40 crores have been transferred to England 
in fact T believe it is nearer SO — in the hope that it can be brought back at a 
profit ! 

The present financial situation has practically placed India on a 
1.?. 4d, basis with every country except Great Britain. This will help 
tile agriculturist and the exiwrter. Prices of grain, jute, cotton and other 
commodities should ri.se and have already risen. Let us hope that the 
benefit of this rise in price will actually be felt by the poverty stricken 
ryot and not only by the exporter. 

The Indian Government’s commitments are in Sterling and it is very 
important for this reason, alone that the rupee should not be divorced 
from sterling. An expert on Exchange, a recent Member of this Assembly, 
bearing an honoured name in the financial w^orld of Bombay is reported to 
have just said : 

There lias been a great deal of wild tiilk going round and the suggestion in.add 
tluit linking the rupee to sterling is a form of granting imperial preferenee by the 
backdoor is laughable to say the least of it. Whether the rupee is fixed at 6d. gold 
or 1«. 4d, gold or le. gold while sterling is at a discount the sterling rate would alw.ays 
bo higher than the gold rate. This not only applies to trade between India and Great 
Britain but to Great Britain’s relations with all the world. So if it is to be held 
that the drop in sterling gives imperial preference to Great Britain by India it could 
equally be held that the same imperial preference is being granted to Britain by the 
t^mted States.” 

The remarks just quoted were made by Sir Victor Sassoon. 

Briti.sh politicians of all parties have sunk their differences and mem- 

have come togefher in a serious endeavour to balance the Budget and 

d2 
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keep the finajiices of fhe Empire on a sound basis. If all the parties in the 
Indian Legislature would for once compose their disagreements and sup- 
port the Government, the Finance Member would have fewer difficulties 
in findling means to balance the Indian Budget, for balanced it must be. 
The rupee cannot be allowed to lind its own level as if left to itself, while 
India is in the throes of internal strife it might sink to undreamt of levels 
and involve India in financial disaster ! Sir, we )nuch appreciate the 
Prime Minister's offer of help and in a moment like this I turn to Robby 
Burns as a Muhammadan would to Hafiz, and I find : 

“ The hearts aye the part aye that makes us right or wrong.’’ 

Sir, the British heart is in the right place, and I would bid the Finance 
Member be of good cheer for if we all pull together we shall weather the 
storm. The European Group and the European mercantile community 
offer you their good wishes a,nd Avhat is more to the point, their whole- 
hearted support and co-operation and I feel sure that my Indian friends 
will be no less generous. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : Mu- 
hammadan Rural) : Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr. Scott, who has just 
spoken, is perfectly right in saying that the present motion is a, motion of 
censure. But in one way T differ from him when I say that it is really more 
than a vote of censure. The action taken by the Seeretary of State has 
produced a great consternation and feeling of disappointment and resent- 
ment in the mind of every person interested’ in Indian finance. There were 
many people, including men like myself, who believed that financial safe- 
guards may be given to the British Government in the future constitution 
of India in the ground that the payment of our liabilities to England may 
be guaranteed. But the action taken by the Secretary of State has clearly 
shown that such a power is impossible for India, to give, and if in the 
future constitution this power is not reserved in the hands of the Federal 
Assembly, I have no hesitation in saying that that Federal Assembly will 
be no better than a debating society. Sir, I was told by some Magis- 
trates that tile first police report is always an important one and that 
the second report may be made under the influence of threats or eixpe- 
dieney. We find just the same thing in connection with the two Ordi- 
nances. The lirst Ordinance which was promulgated on Monda}" last really 
expressed the true opinion of the Government of India in regard to Indian 
flwance, and it received the approbation of the people of India and the 
Members of the Legislature. But the change which was made undier the 
pressure of the Secretary of State altogether changed the position. Sir, in 
1909 a similar position arose and the then Finance Member did not acquiesce 
tamely, but requested the Secretary of State to reconsider the situation. 
The question was about the Gold Standard Reserve. The Government of 
India renewed their appeal to the Secretary of State in these words : 

** The Gold Standard Reserve is the recognised fulcrum of our whole currency 
system ; and its strength is of vital importance both to Government and to the 
merchants, c-apitalists, and investors who are associated with us in the development of 
India.” 

These were the remarks of the Government of India in 1909. They con- 
sidered the Qoldi Standard Reserve as the fulcrum of Indian finance. This 
thing was agaln'IrecOnUilended very stronglly by the Hilton-Toung Comnii®" 
gion and that Gominission, practically foreseeing a situation which ha* 
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arisen just now, recommended that the Government of India should cease 
to be the currency authority and the authority should be transferred prae- 
ticaly to the Central Bank. I will just quote the words of the HiltoD> 
Young Commission on this particular point. They said : 

Auy balances of the Government of India and the Secretary of State outeide 
India should be placed in the charge of the Reserve Bank, through its branches or 
agencies. Only then will any danger of the Gh)venunent ’s remittance policy interfering 
with the proper management of the currency be eliminated. We recognise that this 
recommendation involves the amendment of section 23 of the Government of India Act. 
We recommend that such an amendment should be made.” 

This Report was made in 1926, and since then no arCtion has been 
taken by the Government of India to give affect to the recommendation. 
Sir, I will give one more quotation from this Report about the necessity 
of keeping up the gold reserve. They said : 

No favourable opportunity of fortifying the gold holding in the Reserve should 
bo allowed to escape.” 

In the same paragraph they said that the gold reserve, which was 
12.8 per cent, at that time, should be increased to 25 per cent. This was 
the recommendation of the last Commission appointed by the Government 
of India, but we are sorry to sa}' that no action was ever taken to safe- 
guard our gold, which is so important for the credit of the ebuntry. 

Now, Sir, I come to some of the difficulties of the recent Ordinance 
now promulgated. It is said in this Ordinance tliat ; 

” The sale of gold or sterling under the said section shall be made provided that 
the contracts arc completed before the 21st September, 1931.” 

I should like to know how much gold has been sent away under this 
particular clause. 1 hope that the Honourable the Finance Member will be 
able in his reply to give the figures of the amount of gold that has been 
taken out of our Reserve only on account of the provision of this parti- 
cular clause. The second loophole in the present Ordinance is that a large 
nuinlber of people will buy export Bills in. terms of sterling, and the import 
Bills wulJ have to be paid by the reverse councils, i.e., in terms of gold. 
This is a very big loophole, and this is not an affair of academic in- 
terest, blit the mercantile communities all over India have got the same 
apprehension. I have received a large nun^ber of telegrams from different 
places about this particular point and T do not wish to take up the time 
of the House by reading them all, but I should like to quote at least one 
in supj>ort of this point. The Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 
says : 

” Committee, Indian Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, surprised at change of 
attitude adopted by Government regarding exchange position. Sir George Schuster on 
Monday stressed necessity of maintaining reserves. But now suddenly that desirable 
policy is changed and fresh Ordinance is issued authorising sales reverse eouindls which 
will deplete reserves. Safeguards provided not of much value, firstly, because they 
leave suflflLcient loopholes for remittance by non- Indians, and secondly, because those who 
Want to remit funds can ship goods or buy export bills available in market thus leav- 
import bills to be provided for by reverse councils. High bank rate besides being 
detrimental to agriculture, trade and industry, has depressed Government securities 
piarket, thereby seriously prejudicing innumerable holders thereof, including banks and 
insurance companies. Commodity prices still very low and all imped imouLs in way of 
their rise should be removed. Committee think that when even England has adopted 
^ bold and correct policy to right its position by currency depreciation to suit its^ own 
condition, no plausible arguments can now be advanced to continue to keep India as 
^ subsidiary and servile companion instead of allowing her to protect her best interests. 
Country’s hiterests imperatively -require maintenance of reserves and lowering of bank 
*’ate. Issue of fresh currency to undo the effects of past heavy contractions should be 
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made whenever necessary to prevent any comparative rise of exchange which may be 
indicated by the rupee sterling point.” 

This IS a genuine fear which the whole merc'antile community have 
before them. Sir, I do not want to take up much time in discussing the 
question of the ratio. I said enough on the occasion of the Finance Bill 
last winter, but I may draw the attention of the House to one or two 
points. When this question was considered in 1927, Sir Basil Blackett, 
the then Finance Member, said' that the fixation of the ratio was not a 
permanent feature, but it was only a temporary measure. If it was only 
a temporary measure, T would like to know what more serious occasion 
would arise when this ratio would be modified. There cannot be any 
occasion more serious and more critical than the occasion that has now 
arisen. Sir, a good many Members on this side of the House thought that 
this exchange of l.s*. 6d. was detrimental to the export trade of India and 
particularly of the agricultural products, and if this ratio is linked up 
with sterling whose value we do not know, it is in my opinion a suicidal 
policy and the weight of the Hilton- Young’s Commission is on my side. 
The moment it w^as announced that we were linked up in this way, the 
value of the rupee has gone dowm. I need not give you the figures. The 
gilder of Java had stood at 89.9 for Rs. 100 last week and' they have now 
come dowm to 68 for Rs. 100. The American dollar was 100 for Rg. 287 
last week and it is now^ Rs. 981) for 100 dollars. The same is the case in 
regard to the exchange of other countries and naturally, as was pointed 
out by the Mover of the motion, our trade with outside countries being 
three times that with Great Britain, our trade will be seriously affected 
on account of the depreciation of the rupee, as a result of its being linked 
to a sinking ship. 

Sir, one thing more I should like to point out. If we read the 
Currency Act, it clearly provides that the linking of the rupee should 
be with gold sterling and not with paper sterling and sub-section 2 of 
section 5 of the Currency Act clearly says : 

** Such sum in sterling .is is required to purchase one toLi of fine gold in London 
St the rate at which the Bank of England is bound hy law to give sterling in exchange 
for gold.” 

If this law disappears and if the Bank of England is not bound to pay 
gold equivalent to sterling, then is it at all desirable or is it at all legal 
or is it at all right that we still continue to tag onr rupee in terms of 
sterling when it is off gold ? I am not an expert bnvycr, but I hope 
those lawyer friends who follow me will consider this point. When we 
tagged our rupee with sterling we fixed a condition precedent that Eng- 
land was obliged to give so much gold for so many rupees and as Eng- 
land has now washed off its responsibility of paying gold in terms of 
rupees, is it lawful for us still to continue to tag our rupee with sterling * 
The third difiSculty which I have in the present Ordinance is that in the 
list of the banks quoted by the Honourable the Finance Member, the im- 
portant Indian banks are excluded, like the People’s Bank or the Punjab 
National Bank and other banks in the various parts of India. They are ex- 
cluded and they are thus debarred from having any kind of negotiations 
in sterling. Sir, the financial position or the credit of a country depends 
upon two factors, one the balance of trade in favour of the country 
and the other," the balanced Budget. If the country is safe in these two 
things, then it can be safely left to its owm- resources to find its own 
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solution. Now, as regards balance of trade, the figures given by the 
Honourable the Mover show that the balance of trade has always been in 
our favour. As regards the balanced Budget, there is no doubt that we 
have deficits. The non-official Members will always come forward to 
help the Government in critical times. But before they can agree to 
any kind of fresh taxation, they would like to know whether all the 
avenues of retrenchment have been exhausted by Government before 
they come to the country for fresh taxation. My Honourable friend is 
not right in forcing the Finance Bill at this hour upon the country be- 
fore making a definite announcement that he has carried out all the re- 
trenchments ill the different Departments of the Government as recom- 
mended by the various Ketrenchment Committees. I should like to 
know how much retrenchment he has already effected and then ai»d 
then alone will be able to judge how much more money is required 
in adjusting the Budget. There is a very strong feeling in the 
country that the first thing which should be removed is w'hat is 
called the Lee concessions, or what is popularly known as the Lee loot. 
I should like to know whether the Honourable the Finance Member is pre- 
pared to remove the Lee concessions altogether, whether he is prepared 
to carry out the recommendations of the various Retrenchment Com- 
mittees. If after carrying out all these retrenchments, after cutting 
down the expenditure, the Finance Member comes to us and says, “ I 
have done all I could, I cannot do any more, you please help me and 
give me some more money I am sure that he will have the unanimous 
support of the Assembly, and the unanimous approval of the country. 
But if without taking aiiy action on his i)art, without retrenching any- 
thing, without giving effect to llie recommendations of the lletrench- 
iTient Committees, he simply comes up at the last moment, and at a 
time when the representatives of the people are away, not having had 
any previous notice, such an action would be unfair. He may carry 
his proposals, but he will produce enormous consternation and enormous 
resentment in the country. I said before that we symi)athise with the 
2 p wishes of the members on the treasury benches in 

their desire to maintain order and peace in the country 
and we arc ready to give them our support. Similarly T request that 
tJ;e Assembly and the country Avill support the Governmejit in their 
desire to maintain the credit of India. Still the methods they adopt in 
achieving their ends are open to grave doubts. Instead of having our 
fvillest possible support, they are driving us to a position of ojipositiou, 
and I think that shows bankru])tcy of infelleet. 

T should like to draw the attention of tlie Honourable the Finance 
Member to one more point, that on account of the happenings of this 
week, I have received letters from small towns and villages that panic 
has already been created. Currency notes are not cashed in the mar- 
kets and the people refuse to take them, but want coins ; and I tliink 
in order to avoid such a panic in the country, which has arisen on account 
of the wrong actions and change of policy and wrong (li(datorsJii]) from 
above, it is desirable to allay it. That panic can only be removed if, 
as pointed out by the Mover of this motion, we really inflate our ciir- 
I’ency and not contract it : we must put more money and more coins 
in circulation and I hope this temporary panic will bo removed. 

The Assemblv then adourned ff»r Lunch till a Quarter Past Two 
nf the Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Kural) : I rise to support the Resolution moved by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Chetty, the Deputy President. 

The Resolution is divided into several parts and embraces a num- 
ber of points, very important in themselves. I shall try to confine 
myself to one or two of them only. 

By the memorable announcement in Parliament the Right Honour- 
able the late Edwin Montagu, declared that India would be given res- 
ponsibility by successive stages, and in furtherance of that policy a 
Bill was passed in the British Parliament in 1919. Under that Bill 
diarchy was established in the provinces, but no substantial advance 
was made in the Central Government. The number' of Indian Execu- 
tive Councillors was raised to three, and the majority in the Assembly 
was that of elected members. This was no doubt an advance. But the 
executive was not made responsible to the Legislature. The Executive 
Council continued to govern under the old system and it has been very 
autocratic. But the Joint Select Committee thought it desirable that 
the Legislative Assembly ought to be associated more and more in 
sharing the responsibility about financial matters. Up to the days of 
the reforms the whole centre of authority was in Whitehall. By the 
new Government of India Act, some powers were transferred to Delhi 
and more to provincial capitals. It is evident that India will progress 
politically as further powers are transferred from London to Delhi. 
And on the degree and rate of this transference the advance of India 
really depends. 

In their memorable Report called the Moritagu-Chelmsford Report, 
a description of how this transference of power is to be achieved is 
given by what is called the “ fiscal convention 1 shall read a few lines 
from the Simon Report about the convention : 

“ The Gonunittee have given most careful consideration to the relations of the 
Secretary of State with the Government of India, and through it with the proviuciMl 
Governments. In the relations of the Secretary of State with the Governor Gener.il 
in Couiicil the Committee are not of opinion that any statutory change enu be made, 
so long as the Governor General remains responsible to Parliament, but in practife 
the conventions which now govern these relations may wisely be modified to jneet fresh 
circumstances caused by the creation of a Legislative Assembly with a large elected 
majority. In the exercise of his responsibility to Parliament, which he cannot delegate 
to any one else, the Secretary of State may reasonably consider that only in exceptional 
circumstances should he be called upon to intervene in matters of purely Indian 
interest where the Government and the Legislature of India are in agreement. This 
examination of the general proposition leads inevitably to the consideration of cue 
special case of non-intervention. Nothing is more likely to endanger the good relatiolJi^ 
betwetm India and Great Britain than a belief that India’s fiscal policy is dictatecl 
from Whitehall in the interests of the trade of Great Britain. That such a belicl^ 

exists at the moment there can be no doubt ” 

(And I am very sorry to say that that belief exists even now.) 

‘ ‘ That there ought to be no room for it in the future is equally clear. In the 
opinion of the Committee, therefore, the Secretary of State should as far as possible 
avoid interference on this subject when the Government of India and the Legislature 
are in agreement, and they think that this intervention, when it does take place, should 
be limited to safeguarding the international obligations of the Empire or any 
arrangements within the Empire to which His Majesty’s Government is a party.” 

This convention has been in oneration. and even the Simon Commission 
have not recommended its withdrawal. 
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Now, let US see what has happened in the present case. The Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain had taken very great pride on the sound- 
ness of their policy of linking sterling with gold, and thus its value was 
raised in the markets of the world. Many financiers expressed their 
doubts as to the propriety of the step then taken. For a time the credit 
of England rose very high, but at what sacrifice ? The hoarded gold of 
England began to fiy and ultimately the National Government came to 
the decision that unless they reversed their policy and severed the 
sterling from its gold value they would be faced with bankruptcy, be- 
cause all the hoarded gold would go away and then there would be 
nothing to rely upon. By hurriedly rushing a Bill through both Houses 
of Parliament, England at once depreciated her currency. The Gov- 
ernment of India had previously linked their rupee to gold and under 
law were bound to give either gold or sterling exchange to whoever 
demanded it. 

I pay my tribute to the sagacity of the Government of India in 
general and to that of the Honourable the Finance Member in paiticular 
that they at once saw the danger and took prompt measures to avert it by 
issuing the Ordinance on Monday, the 21st. The views of the Govern- 
ment of India have been thus unequivocally expressed. The duty of 
the new Secretary of State was either to accept the policy which was 
evidently adopted by the Government of India in the interests of India 
or if he did not agree with that policy to ask the Government of India 
to consult the Legislative Assembly. For such a purpose a special 
session of the Assembly would be justified ; but there was no necessity 
at the present juncture to convene a special session. The Assembly 
was already in session and it would have given its verdict in a very 
short time, I think in a couple of days. But the Secretary of State 
anticipated that the Assembly was certain to support the views of the 
Government of India and thus the Fiscal Convention would have to be 
brought into operation. In order to avoid this contingency he has taken 
the arbitrary step of over-ruling the Government of India and ignoring 
the Legislative Assembly altogether. This arbitrary and despotic con- 
duct deserves our severe condemnation, and I cannot find words suffi- 
ciently strong to express my resentment at this disresy)ect to the As- 
sembly. By starting the Fiscal Convention the late Mr. Montagu 
and the British Government gave us a promise that Indian finan- 
ces would be managed in future with the sole eye to the benefit 
and advancement of India and the Government of India and the 
Legislature were appointed the judges to decide what course was 
in the real interest of India. The Secretary of State by tliis pre- 
sent order has broken that promise and taken upon himself to 
decide what is good for India and has ignored the Legislative 
A^sombiy as I have said just now. The Ordinance of Ihe 24th does not 
really express the opinion of the Government of India as they had to 
obey the orders from Whitehall. Their first Ordinance of Monday last 
embodies their true opinion and if that opinion is supported now by this 
Assembly by their vote, their verdict under the Fiscal Convention 
ought to prevail. 

I am conscious that an objection might be taken that in the case of 
exchange the Fiscal Convention does not operate and that its opera- 
tion is limited to tariff and revenue matters only. My reply is that the 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMJ^Y. [26tH SEPTEMBER 19S1. 


im 


[Mr. B. V. Jadhav.] 

convention is not restricted in this way and it relates to every fiscal 
matter. In the Report of the Joint Select Committee the instance of 
tariff has been given by way of an illustration and it is not exhaustive 
at all. I hold that the convention ought to be observed in every fiscal 
matter and the word ‘‘ fiscal ” is explained in the dictionary as ‘‘of or 
pertaining to financial matters generally As has been pointed out, 
the action under the Ordinance Avill, I am afraid, result in completely 
depleting our gold reserves and then Government will be forced to with- 
draw the pros(?nt Ordinance. Our demand is that it should be with- 
drawn immediately as according to the joint opinion of this House and 
that of the Government of India it is not safe to tender gold or gold 
exchange in order to keep up a fictitious rate of exchange at ^Sd. The 
whole monetary system of the world is in the melting pot and every 
attempt made to bolster up prices whether in America or in England 
have completely failed. The Farm Board of America attempted to 
raise the price of cotton and wheat and we know with what disastrous 
results. They had to stop their operations and to allow things to drift 
for themselves. The present policy of the Government of Great Britain 
to keep the ratio between the ru])ee and sterling at 18d. is, 1 am afraid, 
of the same nature and is doomed to failure. The attempt of the Sec- 
retary of State to keep up the exchange at 18rt. and to sacrifice gold in 
keeping it up will, I apprehend, be very costly to India, and sooner or 
later the ordinance will have to be withdrawn. We advise Govern- 
ment to realise the gravity of the situation and to save India her slender 
gold resources. 

Mr, Arthur Moore ; I should like to congratulate the Honourable 
the Mover of this Resolution on the extremely lucid speecli which I think, 
whatever our views, must have roused the admiration of us all, and before 
going into points of disagreement, 1 should like to examine the points on 
which I think there is a certain measure of agreement. First of all about 
this question of long term credits. I do not think that, if the Honourable 
the Finance Member can succeed in arranging long term credits any one 
of us can be anything but pleased. 1 am afraid that in such a strictly 
business matter the Resolution of this Assembly or of; any legislative . body 
cannot possibly be the deciding factor, but at the same time as we already 
have the very valualde pledge not only of the previous Labour Govern- 
ment but also of the present National Government to support India’s credit 
in case of need. I think we can all feel sure that the obligation will be 
honoured in full and in spirit to whatever extent may at any time be neces- 
sary. Another point is with regard to the method in which this news 
reached India. I strongly agree with Mr. Chetty that the Honourable the 
Finance Member is and ought to be at least as good a judge of the necessi- 
ties of the financial situation for India as any Secretary of State for India 
in London can possibly be and I do Feel that it was regrettable that the 
Secretary of State should have made or be in a position to make on Monday 
morning in the Federal Structure Sub-Cornmittee an announcement which 
apparently the Government of India was not at that time in a position 
to make in this Assembly. Tliereiore, in so far as the Resolution refers to 
the Government of India, in that regard we feel some sympathy with it. 
But I am bound to say that when it comes to analysing the decision that 
was taken by the Secretary of State and the Finance Member, and the 
answer that has now been given to the question as to what was to happen 
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to the rupee, I find myself entirely in agreement with the decision taken, 
and I do not read it in the same way as the Honourable Member. He has 
suggested tliat there was a glaring contradiction between the two Ordi- 
nances, that the one was a revocation of the other. As I read it, Sir, on 
Monday morning, necessarily when the banks were opened on a business 
day, the Governmeftt of India had to relieve themselves at the earliest 
possible moment of the obligation under the Ratio Act of 1927 to sell 
either gold or sterling. Otherwise, they might have been faced with an 
enormous panic demand for sterling. That left them in a position to pro- 
ceed, after they had elaborated their further measures for the control of 
the sale of sterling, to terminate the first Ordinance and supplement or 
replt'ice it by an Ordinance directed towards the limitation of the sales 
of sterling. And when it comes to examining this limitation of the sale 
of sterling, I must say that I feel that Mr. Chetty did the subject less than 
justice. His speech in fact was so lucid that it had the defect of its 
qualities, because it was quite impossible to conceal the fact that it con- 
tained a series of contradictions. I will mention one or two with regard 
to the sale of gold. I understood him to complain at one time that what 
was sauce for the goose was not sauce for the gander. He said that the 
Government of England had, in its wisdomi, decided to go off the gold 
standard, but India had not been allowed to do so. Well, we know that 
India has been allowed to do so. That is exactly \vhat has happened ; and 
I understand the real point of his Resolution is to suggest that it is not 
enough to let it go off the gold standard, but that it must also be allowed 
to go off the sterling standard. And yet in the latter part of his speech 
he was again complaining that while the Government of India in 1927 had 
undertaken the solemn obligation of maintaining the ruipee at a certain 
gold i)arity it did so no longer, and he asked where is that obligation 
to-day. Surely the Honourable Member must admit, that the obligation 
is gone, and that that is what he wants. But I did not detect any admis- 
sion of pleasure ; in fact the burden of his speech was very largely an old 
stor5^ He gave us very closely and elaborately the history of the last five 
years, but we heard very little about either the present or the future 
situation. Now in dealing with the last five years, or to go even further 
back, I have always been in agreement with the Honourable Member that 
the initial error was due to our common friend. Mr. Winston Churchill, 
who in 1925, I think prematurely, brought England back to the^ gold 
standard, acting under the advice of hankers rather than of industrialists. 
The hankers of those days were still completely enamoured of gold, and they 
did not realize that the accumulation of international indebtedness during 
the war, combined with the tremendous modem rise of tariffs to prevent 
the iuTprehange of goods, created an entirely new i^roblem such as the 
world had never seen, and that the gold standard might not be able to cope 
with it at all. They have unfortunately been forced to learn a great deal 
during the last seven years, and their point of view is beginning to approxi- 
mate much more closely to that of the trader and the industrialist. But 
we have reached the stage where the wmrld is being forced off the gold 
standard by the accumulation of debt which is ofwed to America and by 
the drain of gold to America and Prance. England has been forced to 
^’ome to an entirely new position. Now, in that position, I understand ray 
Honourable friend would like to seize the opportuiiit.v, not only to let the 
rupee move downwards gradually unth sterling, but also to cut loose from 
sterling altogether and let it take its course. Well. T do not believe that 
^t is any good disguising to ourselves that taking into consideration, the 
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fact of the civil disobedience movement, the economics which Mr. Gandhi 
preaches, the suggestion which overhangs the l^und Table Conference that 
India wants, and will be content with nothing except, to cut loose from the 
British Empire, and that she wants to have no i^ancial sa£!eguards, and 
also the declaration which has already been made by Mr. Gandhi in London 
that he and the Congress Party do not stand by this policy of linking the 
rupee to sterling, — taking all these facts into consideration, — ^there is not 
that confidence in the rupee that there was, and indeed there is not the con- 
fidence in the rupee that there is in the poimd. If the pound has gone ol? 
the gold basis and stands in a lower ratio to gold, we all know that in 
the existing circumstances the fall of the rupee would be far faster and 
far steeper. We do know that, — ^whatever may be the final result when 
you come to the end of a period of fall and when after an imjmense up- 
heaval you recover a stable price level, — ^in that intervening period 
thousands and thousands of people will be ruined. We know that the fall 
of the rupee by a sharp descent is bound to involve this country in disaster. 

The immediate effect of the present fall has been what Honourable 
Members opposite always predicted would come from a fall, and what as 
a matter of fact everybody knew would come of a fall. It has stimulated 
the export of produce, and we are a witness already to a beneficial rise in 
prices both in India and in England and right throughout what you may 
call the sterling world. In America already we see that there is a drop 
in prices. The situation in America from the trading point of view has 
been aggravated in the last few days. But we must remember that when 
one country’s currency begins to sink in terms of another country’s cur- 
rency, the inevitable result is that the prices in the first country tend 
to rise and the prices in the outside country tend to fall ; 
so that ultimately, — and T think it is very important to remem- 
ber this word “ ultimately ” because the lag is very great and the inter- 
vening period very long and very irksome, — ultimately when prices out- 
side have come down sufficiently and the prices inside have risen sufficiently, 
you are able to get back to some kind of stability again. But in the mean- 
time what it means and must mean is that the country with a falling cur- 
rency has to pay more either in goods, or services or in gold in order to 
settle its external obligations. The producer and the exporter benefit and 
the foreign buyer benefits. Between them they split that profit, but the 
whole of that profit which accrues to them must be borne by the rest of the 
population in the country with the falling currency. I do not think there 
is any escape from that, and that means that the limits to the extent to 
which a fall in currency is profitable to you are obvious. But if your 
currency begins to sink with no apparent means of checking it, because 
your credit in the world is going, then there are no limits to the disaster 
that may overtake you. I do feel. Sir, that we are in for a very heavy 
and Jong period of world economic crisis. I agree strongly with my friend, 
Mr. Mody, when he said that he saw nothing in the future to suggest any 
particular time at which England could return to a gold standard. T feel 
that the gold standard may be in the present situation of the world a 
vanishing dream, and in a sense we have already embarked on the next 
world war, which is an economic war, but which will, in one country or 
another almost certainly be punctuated by revolutions. In that world 
situation T believe that Great Britain is to-day the most stable country that 
exists, and is in the most hopeful situation to confront these critical time* 
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ahead. 1 believe that India at the present mon^t, through ivFhat has 
happened in the last week, is actually enjoying an enormous advantage. 
She has got the benefits already of a la. 2d. rupee in ^Id, and the prices of 
her agricultural produce will rise and trade will improve. But at the 
same time, by a totally unexpected piece of good fortune, she will not have 
to pay any more for her sterling commitments. 

Mr. H. P. Hody : Only if Government can buy sterling in the open 
market and not otherwise. 

Mr. Artixur Moore : Government will buy its exchange under the 
new rules. Government will get exchange at Is. 6d. and not pay more. 
If you were to adopt the suggestion of my Honourable friend and merely 
repeal both the obligation to sell gold and sterling then the position of 
Government Avould gradually com3 to be extremely acute. But we are 
confronted with the tremendous problem of the accumulation of debts 
and! the drift of the money of the world to certain countries which them- 
selves are not willing to realise that money by coming as free buyers in 
foreign countries. We are faced with a long period of crisis in which 
the ultimate interests of Great Britain and India are absolutely insepar- 
able. If they stand together they will stand ; but if they were to adopt 
this policy of separating their credit and separating their resources, then 
they would contribute not only to their own downfall, but to a possible 
v'lisaster to the whole basis of our international finance. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohillnind and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan RnraJ) ; Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the European 
Group who has just concluded his speech has spoken with his charac- 
teristic optimism and invited us to have a little patience and to submit 
to the linking of the rupee to the pound because England is the most 
stable country in the wnrld ’’ and it would be to Indians advantage that 
the rupee should be linked with the pound. Sir, England considered that 
she was the most stable country in the world when she returned to the 
gold standard. The Honourable gentleman was pleased to take us back 
to the time, I think he said 1925, when the gold standard was again adopt- 
ed by England, forgetting the controver'sy that raged at the time as to 
England’s stability to return to that standard. 

The Honourable gentleman further told us that gold standard was 
flccepted because unfortunately the bankers of England did not have 
adequate experience, did not have the experience they have had for 
the last 7 years. That, I believe, is what the Honourable gentleman 
said. But if the Honourable the Leader of the European Group had 
followed the controversy that was going on in England in those days, 
he would have found that there was a great deal of dispute, a great 
fieal of misapprehension about embarking on the gold standard. He 
would have recognised that this misapprehension was shared not 
only by Honourable Members of the Opposition, including Mr. Snowden 
himself, because, as I shall presently show, in the House of Commons 
an amendment was moved to the motion of the Conservative Party 
saying that gold standard should not be embarked upon with that pre- 
cipitancy. It was also shared by great financiers like Sir Alfred Mond, 
who protested against England being “ hanged ” on what he called ** a 
cross of gold 

Sir, there ^^eve also igrave doubts in important industrial circles. 
In spite of all that, the Conservative Party, led by that admirable man, 
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Mr. Winston Churchill, admirable notwithstanding his hostility to 
Indian aspirations, admirable for his precipitancy, dbl embark, on the 
28th of April, 1925, — ^following the City as he always did, following 
the big financial groups as he always did — ^precipitantly on the gold 
standard when he presented the Budget. Sir, had England not been 
so hasty, I do not think England would be repenting to-day. Sir, in the 
House of Commons at that time, Mr. Snowden, moved the following 
amendment to the Government Resolution committing the country to the 
gold standard : 

The House cuiinot at present assent to the second reading oi* a Hill which, by 
providing for a return to the gold standard with undue precipitancy, may aggravate the 
existing grave condition of unemployment and trade depression/’ 

Sir, there are tragedies in politics and there is no greater tragedy 
than that in a position of responsibility when called to office, and taking 
into consideration all the circumstances that a patriot ought to con- 
sider, Mr. Snowden has to-day to face what, if left to himself had he 
been in power in 1925, perhaps England might not have had to face. 
Even so, my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, has to-day to reap 
the whirlwind ; the wind was sown by his predecessor when he intro- 
duced the eighteen pence ratio. 

Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the European Group was telling us 
y ^ that India would very well be advised in the 

present circumstances to depend on England and 
to perpetuate what I may call the slavery of the rupee to the pound. That, 
Sir, is my paraphrase of linking the rupee to the pound. Politically 
and constitutionally we are aware we are dependent on England, but 
financially we would rather stand by the first ordinance than the 
second. Oftentimes in politics and in ordinary life, first thoughts are 
the best thoughts and I think, Sir, we would rather stand by the first 
ordinance than the second which seems more or less to be his master’s 
voice, (Laughter.) the voice, Sir, of Sir Samuel Hoare, the Secretary 
of State for India. 

The second ordinance is the result, beyond the least shadow of a 
doubt, of, what Lord Curzon once said in a controversy with the late 
Edwin Montagu, the Government of India being “ a subordinate 
branch of the Imperial Administration. Sir, I am glad that the late 
Lord Curzon corrected his original expression. His original expression 
was that the Governor General was a subordinate of the Imperial Admi- 
jiistration ; on hearing which there was such an uproar in this country ; 
and so he said he meant that the Government of India was a subordinate 
of the Imperial Administration. That was a much better way of put- 
ting things. And we are sure that had the statesman who presides over 
the destinies of India to-day had his own way, the first ordinance would 
have continued and not the second. The second at any rate cannot 
stand, Sir, with the support of the Indian people behind it, notwithstand- 
ing all the logic that the brilliant editor of the Statesman has brought 
to play in his beautiful speech. 

Sir, he was warning Mr. Chetty, he was warning the able mov(‘r 
of this Resolution, who moved it with his usual force of reasoning and 
lustre of eloquence and to which he has devoted so much of his energy 
and so much of his thought, in a speech which did the subject a great 
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ieal of justice, judging from the applause that came from both sides of 
the House, including the applause of the Honourable the Finance Member 
who applauded him to the last. Sir, Mr. Chetty was told by Mr. Moore 
that he need not be frightened of the divorce of the mpee from sterling. 
That is where Mr. Arthur Moore and Members on this side of the House 
are in disagreement. Mr. Moore not being very much of an expert — 
though I know from the writings that he indulges in in these days in 
the columns of the Statesman that he has been giving a good deal of 
attention to the subject — we have to consult a better authority than 
Mr. Moore and that authority is none other than the Royal Commission 
on Indian Currency and Finance — The Hilton-Young Commission. And 
what does this Commission say ? This Commission says — as against 
what Mr. Arthur Moore has been pleased to favour us with — ^this Com- 
mission emphatically states exactly the opposite of what the Secretary 
of State has said and should not have said, and as between Sir Samuel 
Iloare, a remarkable politician, a distinguished man having, I think, a 
great future in his country, as between him and this Commission, I think 
this House as well as experts in England will attach importance to the 
opinion not so much of a Secretary of State, however zealous and how- 
ever able, but to a competent body of experts who have had their say 
on the subject and this is what they said. I invite the attention of the 
Honourable the Finance Member to paragraph 25 of this Report. I 
am sure he knows most of these important things almost by heart. 
(Laughter.) This Report says : 

** We do not indeed regard the possibility of sterling again becoming divorced 
from gold as of much practical likelihood.’’ 

But they were very bad prophets, though perhaps they were not unpre- 
parerl for a remote crisis like this as the subsequent passages presently 
show : 

“It is unlikely to happen except in a worldwide catastrophe that would upset all 
currency systems. Nevertheless there is here a danger to bo guarded against which is 
real, how(3Vcr remote. There is undoubted disadvantage for India in dependanco on the 
currency of a single country, however stable and fairly linked to gold. * ’ 

And as there is no more of that linking to gold to-day, we need not 
be reminded of the stability of England. We are all conscious of the 
present State of England and want that England should be stable be- 
cause India's finances are a great deal dependent on England’s credit, 
but England unfortunately is not so stable to-day as very much we would 
like her to be : 

“ I’here is no doubt disadvantage for India in dependance on the currency of a 
single country, however stable and fairly linked to gold. For these reason.s were the 
standard of India to be an exchange standard, it should undoubtedly be a gold exchange 
standard and not a sterling exchange standard.’’ (Applause.) 

That is not my opinion, that is opinion of an authority to whom even 
Mr. Moore must submit. That is something more than my opinion, the 
opinion of a layman. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Do I understand that the Honourable Member 
'vants a gold exchange standard ? 

Mr. 0, S. Ranga Iyer : We do not want anything different from what 
w .iust quoted. We do not want a sterling exchange standard. 
We want release from the bondage to sterling. That is the long and 
fhe short of whati we went. 
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[Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer.] 

We have been told by the Honourable the Leader of the Eurdpeau 
Group that there is such a thing as trade with England. Quite true. 
But India trades not only with England, India trades with Holland ; 
India trades with America ; India trades with Japan ; India trades 
with Germany and India trades with Prance. Why should we not be 
dependent as much on the guilders of Holland or the franc of Prance 
or the dollar of the United States of America or the mark of Germany t 
What we want is a place under the sun in this financial world. 
(Applause.) 

Politics and big politics are being discusi^ed in England ; we would 
rather try to avoid so far as we may the introduction of politics into 
this debate, because where politics create controversies, financial inatters, 
especially when the Government and the people have the common good 
of the country at heart, should create the least controversy ; and on 
this side of the House our effort has been on these occasions to keep the 
debate at as reasonable and less healed a. level as possible. But I wish 
that the Honourable the Leader of the European Group had not imported 
politics into this debate 

Mr. B. Das : And bad polities at that. 

Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer : And I wish he had not referred to the civil dis- 
obedience movement and Mahatma Gandhi. We are not to-day in the 
middle of the civil disobedience movement, and I cannot understand why 
a talented gentleman like the leader of the European Group, why such a 
resi)onsiblc man should come and lecture to us of the civil disobedience 
ujovement. Our very presence here is a dissociation from the civil 
disobedience movement — that was. Even our polling booths were 
picketed. Surely the Honourable gentleman ought to have knowji 
better. (Hear, hear.) 

As for the future of Gandhi, which he seems to view with a great 
deal of trepidation, I believe the future of Mahatmas, like the future 
of i)olities, must always be left on the lap of the gods. I would rather 
nut go into the future to-day because I fear no future, however unplea- 
sant it may be ; and the actual experience of calamity is always less 
fearful than a prospective viev/ of it. Therefore I will put it to the 
Honourable gentleman not to think of civil disobedience when civil dis- 
obedience is not in existence to-day ; and not to talk of Gandhi in terms 
of civil disobedience, but rather of the constructive work that he is 
attempting to do in England as we all sincerely believe. 

Then he was referring to the Congress Party and the Congress view ; 
and because the Congress and we happen to be in agreement in regard 
to the linking of the rupee to the pound, that is no reason why we should 
be .in the wrong. Why should we be always warned, I cannot under- 
stand, “ The Congress thinks so and therefore you must not think so 
The very fact that the sole delegate of the Congress was carrying on 
long conversations in the Viceroy’s House, dressed in a loiii cloth and 
feeding in the vessel in which he fed in his own prison cdl, ought to 
show that the Congress has been much elevated from the level in which 
the Honourable, Member would like to sCe it still. But I would rather 
leave politics alone and but for provocation I would not have touched 
it at all to-day. 
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Then he was saying that the rupee would be in greater disadjtcr if 
released from the pound than aifairs in England are. I am afraid' his 
long separation from his mother country has made him rather indifferent 
to the things that are going on in England. Affairs in England are 
pretty bad, and if only he reads the manifesto issued by His Majesty’s 
Opposition, yesterday His Majesty’s Government, he will understand 
that things are far from good ; things to-day are as bad as one can wish 
they were not so. His Majesty’s Opposition think that the present 
situation has been created — they have stated it in their manifesto — by 
a group of financiers and banking interests, because those interests are 
not answerable to the people, are not responsible to the people. Eng- 
land is faced with a disaster the like of which we do not see in India 
to-day, and I hope the like of which will not invade this country. 

I need only say before conclusion that whatever our political rela- 
lions with England may be, so far as India is concerned, we would 
rather like to be in the position of a country like the United States of 
America, which India resembles the most in her wide and varied extent, 
in the multitude of her thrifty population and in her abundance of 
natural resources ; and if that were the position I am certain India to-day 
would not be so much affected as she is affected by the attitude that 
the Secretary of State in a most unresponsible way has forced the Gov- 
ment of India to adopt, an attitude which the Government of India 
would not have adopted had only the Government of India been respon- 
sible to the Ijegislature. I have every sympathy with the Honourable the 
Finance Member. He is to-day between the devil and the deep sea. 
He has the deep sea of public opinion in front of him and he has the devil 
of a responsibility to the Secretary of State and His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment which is not responsible to us, which is responsible to a people who 
are separated from us by more than half the world, and on occasions like 
this, whose interests, I do not want to say, so much clash with ours but 
do not so much seem to be the same. They are more concerned with their 
own interests, and naturally being human we are concerned with our 
oAvn interests, not forgetting the higher interests, the interests of the 
Empire that we have at heart. But the whole point is this : supposing 
the rupee is linked on to the pound India and England sink together 
and we may not be in a position to save the pound or the rupee. But 
if on the other hand the rupee is released from the pound, we may be 
in a position to save old England. Therefore even in England’s own 
interest the release of the rupee from this attachment to the pound is 
absolutely necessary. That is a point that should have occurred to the 
Leader of the European Orou]). 

Mr. Winston Churchill while speaking on the return to the gold 
standard said in the House of Commons in his striking eloquent and 
picturesque phraseology that the gold standard may of course vary in 
itself from time to time, but the position of all countries related to it 
will vary together like ships in a harbour whose gangways are joined 
and who rise and fall together with the tide ”. Then he had in mind 
countries like Holland, the Dutch East Indies and so on. We would 
rather anxiously suggest to the Government to put it to the Secretary 
of State that that is the position we ask tor, that the rupee should be 
released from bondage, so that we may be financially independent and 
consequently interdependent as pictured by Mr. Churchill. 
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liastly, I shotild like to a word about the last part of the Bieao- 

Intioii in the framing of 1 had no part, but in the dealing with 

which I have from this side., a duty to the Opposition to perform. It 
mns thus : 

/With referenM to tiie anneaiuenieBt made Iw the Honoutable Finance Member 
about the introduction of a Seeoim 'finance Bill this Aseembly is of opinion that pro- 
posals for taxation should not be made without ^vlng due notice to Honourable 
Members and that no proposals for taxation must be made in the present session. ’ * 

1 was unfortunately absent when this decision was reached, and there, 
fore I had no opportunity of contributing my own little wisdom to the 
subject. But I must put it to the Honourable the Finance Member whe- 
ther it will not be proper for the Government to hold a special session 

of the Assembly, say, some time (A voice : ‘‘ in November.”). My 

Honourable friend the Rajah Sahib of Kollengode, for whom I have the 
highest respect, says November. Many of our Members have gone away ; 
fthey did not know that this calamity was in store for the people. Will it 
not be proper, when a matter of such paramount importance is going 
to be discussed, to give due notice to Honourable Members so that they 
may have an opportunity of considering it ? If the Honourable the 
Finance Member wants to rush through the Bill, as he will certainly be 
considered by the country as doing, then I can only say that he cannot 
get the support of this side, he cannot even get the considered support 
of this House. If, on the other hand, the Honourable Member were to 
give us some notice, were to invite Honourable Members to a special 
session^ and in the meantime, inform the country of the situation that 
the Government are up against, I am sure that he would command more 
sympathy than he is otherwise likely to command in a difficult position 
like this. Therefore, I would very strongly put it to the Honourable 
Member in charge to consider the question of having a special session 
instead of bringing it before this House- with what public opinion in the 
country will describe as indecent haste (Applause.) 

The Honoorable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I am very grateful to 
my Honourable friend who has just spoken for the somewhat unusual 
oiidm of his speech, and I may also thank him for his sympathy with me 
in my position which’ he described as being one of sitting between the 
devil and the deep sea. I rather gathered that he was the one and the 
Secretary of State was the other (Laughter), but he did not tell us 
which was which. (Laughter.) 

Sir, I think I may say that to-day’s discussion has been of con- 
siderable value ; I would at least for my own part attach great value to 
it. I should like, if I may, particularly to congratulate my Honourable 
friend the Deputy President on his most excellent, I might say, brilliant 
speech. (Applause.) I should also like to congratulate Mr. Ramsay 
Scott on his maiden speech (Applause), which I am glad to say supported 
the case for which I stand. 

But returning to the speech of the Honourable the Mover, I venture 
to say that it was in itself an illustration of some of the dangers of dis- 
cussing a subject of this kind in a political Assembly. T feel that there 
is a great danger in applying the arts of rhetoric to business, or in handling 
finance not iix the cold atmosphere of realism but in the heated controversy 
of political debate. 
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Sir, my Honourable friend is a wonderful UtvhoBXe^ I ean ima^e 
that if be could come over to this side he would he. able to make an almost 
equally convincwg speech for the case for which I stand as he did hot 
support of his own motion. 

In that connection I might pcrhax)s say that I am not going to 
attempt to follow my Honourable friend in making sm advocate’s speech. 
I want to ask the House to consider both sides of this question, and even 
if they admit that my Honourable friend has been able to advance very 
telling arguments, I wish them also to consider the balancing considers-; 
tions with which we, who hold the responsibility, have had to deal. 

Sir, this is no easy case. It is a matter on which great issues hang, 

in regard to which the dangers on either side are tremendous, and for 

that reason, I am particularly grateful to every speaker who has spoken 
on the subject that he has, preserved an atmosphere of calm, and to that 
extent contributed to a fair consideration of the problem. I will not 
attempt to follow my Honourable friend, as I said before, in his arts 
of rhetoric ; I will follow him perhaps in one feature only, and that is 

in telling the story of the last few days. I do not know from what 

source my Honourable friend got his information, but in some respects 
he was extremely accurate. He depicted me coming down to breakfast 
at 8-30 A.M. on Monday morning, opening my press telegrams and finding 
that the British Government had decided to divorce sterling from a gold 
basis. He pictured my hurried consultations with the Finance Secre* 
tary, he pictured a sudden dash to the Viceregal Lodge,— and there I 
must tell him that he was inaccurate just in one detail, for the journey 
was in one of His Excellency’s motor cars (laughter), and not on a pony 
or in a rickshaw. Sir, at that hour on Monday morning, we, who were 
responsible for the finances of the Government of India, were confronted 
with a very serious problem. If anything was to be done, we had to 
act and convey orders to Calcutta and Bombay before 10 o’clock in the 
morning, for although the ordinary business hour is 10-30, Honourable 
Members are aware that there is a difference in time with Calcutta, so 
that 10-30 A.M. in Calcutta is 10 a.m. at Simla. So, we had ninety 
minutes exactly in which to consider what to do. I think perhaps we 
may congratulate ourselves that in those ninety minutes we settled on 
immediate action and we were able to produce an ordinance and get it 
signed by His Excellency the Viceroy. I think looking back on the last 
few days, we may claim with confidence that our action was correct. We 
felt that, with the sudden news of the break in sterling coming on the 
market there might very well be a panic both in Bombay and in Calcutta. 
Speculators would not pause to consider to what depths sterling might 
go or whether it was wise to keep to their rupees and keep out of sterling. 
It was almost certain that in the first excitement there would be a rush 
to ask us as the currency authority to deliver sterling to them. If that 
rush had developed, it might have led to very serious results indeed. I 
uiay i}iform Honourable Members that, as evidence in support of what we 
had apprehended, we actually received in Bombay, in the first ten minutes 
after business opened and before the market was aware of the issue of 
the ordinance, demands for 425,000 pounds sterling. If matters had 
gone on at that rate we might have had a very serious run and con- 
fidence might have been so shaken that it would have been impossible to 

C3 
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restore it. . We therefore took emergency action. We did what I ex- 
plained to the House on Monday. We took steps in order to preserve the 
position until we could take a look round and see what was the best thing 
to do. We decided further that we should order bank holidays for the 
next three days. We .thought it desirable that the whole business world 
should have time to take stock of the position and that there should be no 
opportunity for panic to develop until every one had got their balance. 
I think ^ve may claim that our action was completely successful. My 
Honourable friend who moved this Resolution referred to the bank 
holidays as having created further disturbance. It is quite true that 
while those bank holidays were passing we did receive disquieting news 
from various centres throughout the country. There were apprehensions 
of runs on banks. The ordinary people did not understand why it had 
been necessary to close the banks. They suspected that there was some- 
thing wrong with the internal position and it might well have been that 
when business reopened a serious situation might have developed. We 
therefore took further action, issued communiques, and I explained the 
position still more clearly in the statement which I made in this House 
on Thursday and which we circulated over the telegraph wires to every 
branch of the Imperial Bank, to every Local Government and to every 
district officer. The result was that inasmuch as our announcement made 
it clear that the Imperial Bank would stand behind all other banks and 
that the Government would stand behind the Imperial Bank, we were 
able to create an atmosphere of complete confidence for the opening of 
business yesterday. Business in fact opened quite normally every- 
where. There were jii a few centres runs of minor dimensions 
on some of the banks, but nothing of any serious consequence 
resulted at any place. I may read to the House the normal daily report 
which we received last night from the Controller of the Currency in 
Calcutta. It reads as follows ; 

** The exchange market closed firm at 17 and 25|32. No reverse councils here to- 
day and large quantity of export bills shown. Bank situation also norlnal and no 
trouble apjirohended. British members of Eastern Exchange ‘Banks and associations 
have cabled their appreciation and offered to co-operate in any way. ^Jenoral tone is 
better all round. 

I think, Sir, that that is a significant fact that there were no demands 
for sterling from Government at their selling rate. The banks were 
dealing freely at 17 and 25|32, and we had been able to create confidence 
aild to accomplish the difficult task of opening business without any 
disturbance to normal conditions. 

Now, Sir, I have thought it worth while to go over that story because 
I feel that what has actually happened and what is actually before us 
is very much more important than theoretical arguments as to what ought 
to be done oi^ what is to happen in the distant future. We have got 
through a crisis and I think it is fair to say a crisis of such potential 
significance as India has never had to face before. The shock to the 
world of the pound sterling being divorced from gold, the reactions that 
it might have produced in an atmosphere which was already nervous and 
apprehensive, might have been tremendous. Yet we have weathered the 
storm. The ship is still afloat and the Government's reserves are prac- 
tically untouched. Let us therefore concentrate on the actual steps 
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which have been taken and the next steps which can be taken. The last 
few days have been extremely interesting. I think we may say that we 
have in the last few days been face to face with realities. Many Hohbur- 
able Members and many public speakers, who have in the past advocated 
a complete divorce of the rupee from gold at its present level, who have 
advocated a period of complete instability, suddenly woke up to find that 
what they had been in the habit in the past of looking upon as visionary 
and beautiful dreams might suddenly confront them in all the stark 
grimness of reality. I think many of them were frightened of the 
picture when they saw it in that light. I had a good deal of conversation 
with Honourable Members in those three days and they were not quite 
certain as to what the Government were going to do. I did not find the 
same certainty of opinion as has been expressed to-day. Why ? Be- 
cause now the Government have decided on a definite course of action, 
Honourable Members have not got to think what they would do in the 
circumstances, with all the difficulties in front of "them. They can now 
satisfy themselves with the easy task of uniting in the criticism of 
Government which has already done its task. It is an easy task. T envy 
Honourable Members the easy task of a critic. I wish for a moment 
that my Honourable friend could come across these ten yards that separate 
us and seat himself in my place. I wonder if he would then treat with 
quite so much certainty the course which he tells us that we ought to 
have taken. Sir, in all the discussion which has passed to-day and in 
the conversations which I have had in the past and the communications 
which I have received from various commercial bodies all over the 
country — and I may tell my Honourable friends that until they knew 
vrhat the Government was going to do those communications w’^ere by no 
means unanimous and that at least one Indian Chamber of Commerce 
strongly advocated that we should link the rupee to the pound sterling — 
in all these messages 

BIr. B. Das : May I know the name of that Indian Chamber ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I have no objection to 
tiling my Honourable friend that it was the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce. In all that has passed, I have tried to detach those points 
on which there is agreement and those points on which I feel that there 
is a certain amount of reason. And it seems to me that there are four 
points on which everybody agrees. When I said at the beginning that 
I was not going to play the role of an advocate, seeing only one side of 
the case in what I have to say to-day, I may say at once that I had in 
^ind these points which I am going to mention, in all of which I feel there 
IS a great deal of substance. The first point, I think, is that policv on 
? vital matter of this kind ought to be settled by the Government of India 
flU with Indian opinion. I think there can be no doubt that 

Honourable Members who spoke opposite have given voice to that 
par leular opinion. The second point is that it is desirable to bring 
aoout some depreciation in the gold value of the rupee. The third point 
s malt Honourable Memlwrs are not quite certain whether, the rupee 
in sterling will give India the exact measure of depreciation 

of .f 1- . ® ®^® They feel that the course 

fesi. uncertain. Some fear that it may. go down too low ; others . 

hat It .nay go too high and that 'the rupee may be dragged up again 
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at the tail of atcrling to Is. 6d. gold. And the fourth and la«t point is 
that, whatever we do, we must not let India’s gold reserves be di8sipated4 
I think 1 may say on all those points that there is a measure of agree- 
ment in what Honourable Members opposite have said to-day, and in 
what I heard in the days before I made my announcement on Thursday. 
Let me take those points. As regards the ISrst point — ^that policy on a 
vital matter of this kind ought to be settled by the Government of India 
in consultation with Indian opinion ; I would ask Honourable Members 
to recognize the difficulties, the practical difficulties that lie in the way 
of giving effect to that particular point. Decisions have to be taken very 
quickly in times of crisis like this. I think Honourable Members will re- 
cognize from what I have told them how quickly our decision had to be 
taken ; and it would have been impossible to allow the final course to 
remain in doubt after we had taken what was merely emergency action 
to protect the position on the first day. The world had to know what 
we were going to do ; there was no time for full discussion with public 
opinion. Nor — ^and I hope Honourable Members opposite will not 
take it amiss if I may say — ^nor do I think that a discussion on the floor 
of this House is really the method by which one can arrive at correct con- 
clusions on a matter of this kind. (Applause.) It is a matter on which, 
in the first insftance, the Executive Government must take the respon- 
sibility. Whether there will be occasion in the future to reconsider the 
more distant policy, that is a question in connection with which, with 
that possibility in view, such a discussion as we have had to-day is of 
great value. But as far as immediate action is concerned, T do submit 
it was impossible to act in any way differently from that in which we 
have acted. 

Then, if we take the second point, that it was desirable to bring 
about some depreciation in the gold value of the rupee, I think on that 
point also I can agree with Honourable Members. I agree, because the 
world is suffering to-day from a state of affairs bl*ought about by a 
complete break-down of the gold standard. Gold had become far too 
valuable, which meant that currencies based on gold had become far too 
vfduable, and that commodities on the contrary had become far too cheap. 
The point was brought out in the Report of the Committee which the 
British Government themselves appointed four months ago, — the Macmillan 
Committee. They said that it was quite clear that if gold prices re- 
mained at their present level, there was practically no country in the 
world that could remain on the gold standard. What the state of things 
required was international co-operation, better arrangements for the 
econoinic distribution of the gold resources of the world — a form of co- 
operation which would have led to a general rise of prices. That was 
the course which I, whenever currency matters were discussed, tried to 
impress upon Honourable Members opposite was the right course. I 
had^ always felt it necessary to, resist the proposal, for instance, that 
Tndia should t^e action on her own account, and, apart from the rest- of 
the world, depreciate her currency, because I felt that isolated action of 
th^t kind by India might produce such chaos in India, such a break-down 
India’s credit, that aU the advantages of a^. rise in. prices wo.qld dis- 
appjsar, and ^haf .we ^ij^ht^ be landed, in a - xnor^ pf diQeniltiea from 
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which we could not extricate ourselves without ruiniB^ half the country. 

a new; condition has come upon us ; and we must approach 
the matter from a different angle. We are wnfronted with conditions 
for which we are not responsible and in which it is possible to take action 
on the lines which have always been advocated by Honourable Members 
opposite without producing those results which I had felt isolated action 
by India might produce. 

And that brings me to the third of the four points which I mentioned, 
namely, the fears which Honourable Members opposite hold as to what 
may result from the rupee being linked to sterling. Here, if I may say 
so, I should like to congratulate my Honourable friend, Mr. Hanga Iyer, 
for having discovered, either by his own ingenuity or with the help of 
some friendly adviser, that very telling passage from the Report of the 
Currency Commission, the Hilton- Young Commission, which he read out 
to the House. I confess I had my apprehensions that that passage would 
be mentioned (Laughter). It was very present to my own mind, and 
it was entirely legitimate to mention it. The arguments that were 
adduced were all good arguments. In normal times those considerations 
must certainly be weighed and taken into account ; but what I would 
put to my Honourable friends is this, that we have now to consider what 
at any rate for the immediate future is the best course for India, and I 
do ask of Honourable Members to weigh this in their minds : what would 
have been the risks of entirely detaching the rupee from any sort of 
stable basis, and how do those risks compare with the present position 
where we have retained at least some anchor, some link to the compara- 
tively stable basis of sterling ? A great deal has been made of the 
danger to our reserves if we continue on the course which has been taken, 
but I would ask my Honourable friend, the Mover of the Resolution, to 
consider what would have been the position in the contrary case. He 
seems to imagine that if we had detached the rupee from any sort of 
basis at all, and left it in common parlance to “ drift or to “ find its 
own level we should have been able to sit on our reserves and keep 
them intact. But my Honourable friend must remember that we have 
very heavy recurring sterling obligations to meet. Our actual sterling 
obligations are something like 32 millions every year. We have moreover, 
on the 1st January, 1932, a sterling loan of 15 million pounds maturing, 
and another of 7 millions later in the year. If we were entirely detached 
from any stable basis, I venture to say that our difficulties in raising 
money abroad, either in London or elsewhere, would be almost insuperable. 
We should then be forced back on to drawing on our sacred reserves in 
order to meet our recurring obligations. That is the possibility on the 
one side. On the other side we had the definite assurance and absolute 
guarantee, — and as I informed the House on Thursday it was on the 
strength of that guarantee that we felt ourselves justified in sponsoring 
the policy — ^w^e had the definite guarantee of assistance from His Majesty’s 
Government both to meet our sterling recurring obligations and to 
maintain the level of the rupee. On the one side there is the policy of 
drifting, a chance of seeing prices rise perhaps higher than they would 
nave if we had remained linked to sterling, but the danger that in order 
to meet our recurring requirements we should have to draw on our own 
l^asou rees. and on the other ride the comparative stability of a sterling 
HBrii and the .aamfranee of support from His Majesty’s Government, fs 
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the choice between the two alternatives quite so easy as my Honourable 
friend would represent it f Is he quite so full of assurance that the 
course he advocated to-day would have been in the best interests of India ? 
I should like him to sleep over that question and imagine himself in our 
place and consider what decision he w^ould have arrived at. 

Then, Sir, there is a good deal of misunderstanding on this ques- 
tion. It has been pictured that if sterling depreciates very heavily, 
the rupee would be dragged down with it and that on that side there is 
a danger to India. But I would remind Honourable Members that our 
obligation as regards sterling is only an obligation to sell sterling 
against rupees. We are by no means bound to buy sterling. We 
are not bound to give out rupees to an unlimited extent in order to 
acquire sterling ; and therefore if w^hat some Honourable Members 
fear happens, if sterling depreciates too far, and the level of the 
rupee really could be maintained above that of sterling, there is 
nothing in the present position to prevent that. We have sterling 
below us as a support, we have not got sterling above us as a weight 
that can press us down. Our only obligation as a currency authority 
to buy anything against the issue of rupees is to buy gold, and there- 
fore there is nothing to prevent, even under present conditions, the 
rupee rising with natural forces operating in that direction. There 
is nothing to prevent the rupee rising to the upper gold point again. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend referred to what he described 
as the fallacy of saying that we could save money by remaining on a 
paritiy with sterling. He referred to an answer which I gave a 
few days ago in which I was asked what would be the effect on the 
Budget if the rupee stood at la, 4d. sterling as compared with I5. 6»:/. 
sterling. 1 pointed out that that would mean, as far as our external 
charges went, that their equivalent in rupees would rise by 5 crores of 
rupees. My Honourable friend went on to say that that was a fallacy 
and that I had attempted to represent that we were benefited to the 
extent of 5 crores by maintaining the rupee at I5. 6d. I can assure 
him that I never gave utterance to any doctrine of that kind. 1 
mei^ly stated the fact. I did not say that we could get 5 crores from 
nothing. This world is not a place where anyone can get money for 
nothing. In fact all my arguments on this question have boon to I’-oint 
out to others who argued in the contrary sense that by depreciating the 
rupee you could not get money for nothing. You could, by alteration 
5 . distribute money differently as between 
aifferent classes, but one man’s gain is another’s loss ; and that is a 
stern reality from which there is no escape. But in the present 
circumstanc^, in the arrangement which has now come upon us. there 
definite advantage, and from that I do not think my liouour- 
able friend s ingenuity will be able to find any escape. We have now 
K advantage in the fact that the gold value of the rupee 

fn Certain classes in the country will get the advantage 

nool *1! rupee prices of their commodities will rise. That should 

the other hand we do not 

S sterling. Sterling has come down 

u and therefore, although prices will pise and we. may get some 
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improvement, for example, in our Customs returns, we shall not lose 
on our sterling charges because our parity with sterling remains the 
same. That, I venture to think, is a special reason for justifying the 
arrangement which has now been made in the present circumstances. 

Then, Sir, I should like to deal with another argument that has 
been advanced. It has been said, and very cogently, that a certain 
condition arises in a country’s affairs as regards its exchange policy. 
A point comes when the strain of maintaining the gold parity is so 
jrreat that the country has to say that it will be better to go off the 
gold basis , and preserve its reserves. I have, been told quite rightly 
that that is what they have decided to-day in England, and I have been 
asked, if that is the right policy for England why was it not the right 
policy for India ? A very cogent question. But I think there are 
three points of distinction between the two cases. In the first place 
you must remember that the difficulty which has come upon England 
is not a difficulty due to anything in the internal position of England. 
England still remains a creditor country, a creditor country holding thou- 
sands of millions of pounds of investments in other countries. The difficulty 
that has come upon England is solely due to England’s position as the 
international hanking centre of the world. London was the market 
where funds were most readily raised and where deposits 
could be most readily realised. Everybody engaged in 
international trade liked to have a balance in London. The result 
was that London held enormous sums of foreign balances. During the 
period when the French frank was depreciating from 25 to 125, enor- 
mous quantities of French capital were exported to and held in London. 
That put London, in a sense, in the position of being at the mercy of 
those depositors who held deposits there and who, if there confiilence 
was shaken in any way, could withdraw their deposits. That is what is 
happening. London is in the position of a bank on which there is a 
sudden run. The bank is perfectly sound. The bank has assets 
sufficient to cover its deposits many times over, but in the present 
condition of the wu)rld, the assets which England holds in the form 
of investments in foreign countries cannot be realised because all 
the countries producing primary products are unable to sell their 
goods at present. So that with frozen assets on one side and a 
sudden run on deposits on the other, London is suddenly being put in 
the position, as I said, of a bank wdiich for a special reason has a 
run on it. But that run will slop, and the position, wdien it is .stopped, 
will be a strong position, a position quite different from that of India, 
which at present unfortunately must be regarded as one of the de))tor 
countries. England has adopted a course which means that, although 
they go off their gold standard, there is not likely to be a sudden 
collapse in the value of the pound. But such a course might have 
quite different results in India. T would again ask Honourable Mem- 
bers to conside.r that the risks in our case of a sudden leap into the 
unknowm would have been very much greater than in the case of 
England. 


Then there is a second point of difference between our position 
®ud that of England, and that lies in the fact that we have somebody 
who can help us, who has promised to help us. The assurance which 
We have got from His Majesty’s Government is something which the 
^^ntUh Goverxment .C 0 UI 4 from nobody else. Having that 
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itssurBiice lends justification to the course which otherwise would have 
been absent. 

Then as the third, and last point of difference, I would refer to 
file fact which I have already mentioned, that for us to be linked 
with sterling has special advantages, because all our external obliga- 
tions are in terms of sterling. I quite agree with my Honourable 
friend, the Mover and with my Honourable friend, Mr. Banga Iyer, 
that as regards foreign trade, the trade done in sterling with England 
only represents a portion of India ’s total trade. But although it is 
only a portion, it is a very important portion and to have one import- 
ant portion of foreign trade conducted on a stable basis without 
fluctuations of currency is an enormous advantage, as I 'am sure all 
Honourable Members, who have any experience of business, will bear 
out. It is true that as regards the United States, as regards Italy, 
as regards Holland, as regards Germany, we shall have to conduct our 
trade now on a fluctuating basis ; but still a very large portion of the 
trade will be on a stable basis with England. But far more important 
than that is this question of the service of our foreign debt and our 
foreign obligations. Here it is in sterling that our payments have to 
be made, and that fact alone would be a tremendous argmnent, at 
least for the present, and until we can see better how things are 
going, for us to retain the comparative stability of being linked with 
sterling. 

Then, Sir, I come to the last of the four points which I mentioned. 

4pm Reference has been made in all speeches of Honour- 
able Members opposite to our preserving our reserves 
in tact. I can assure them that we have that very fully in mind. 
We hope that our arrangements will be such as to cause no anxiety to 
those w'ho feu])port the retention of gold reserves. (Applause.) I trust 
that Honourable Members will not press me further on lliat point now. 
I would ask them to have confidence in the Government and to believe 
that unless we had faith in the assurance which we have received we 
should not have sponsored the policy which is under discussion to-day. 

There were many points raised in my Honourable friend speech, 
but I think I have already detained the House long enough 

An Honourable Member : What about a separate session for the 
Finance Bill ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : And I would like to turn 
to the passage with which I began and in which I described to Honour- 
able Members the course with which we were faced, and in telling of 
which I ventured to take up a position which at least claimed some 
measure of appreciation from the House for the action which Govern- 
ment have taken. When one is faced with the sort of choice we had, 
of staying more or less under known conditions, under conditions which 
gave one some basis of stability, or leaping into the unknown, it is neces- 
sary to weigh the matter very carefnlly, and whenever I am in that 
position I am* reminded of a scene about seven years ago, when ^ 
h^ippened to be in the position of dhseussing a very important matter 
yfiUk the present Prime Mifdster. I hope that if he wads the 
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of this speech he will forgive me for referring to the somewhat hovdy 
language whieh he used. We were discussing a course of action which 
1 had been urging upon him which I thought was very essential and 
urgent but which would have opened the way to very great dangers. 
He was arguing that until he was further convinced of the necessity, 
he preferred to remain in an atmosphere of comparative calm and take 
HO risk, and he said to me, I am always reminded of what happens 
when I go to sea and it is rough. I am a very bad sailor and when it 
is rough I get myself a deck chair in a sheltered place and I wrap 
inyself up in a rug and Veen as quiet as I can : and all my friends 
come up to me and say, * What a fool you are, Mac. Why <iou’t get 
up and walk about and get it over t ’ and my reply always is ‘ No. 
Once I start being ill I do not know when it is going to stop : I 
would rather keep quiet as long as I can (Laughter.) That is a 
homely simile, but it illustrates the point which I have been trying to 
make, and before I sit down I would like to put before Honourable 
Members another picture, also taken from what happens at sea. We 
had a very interesting debate in this House the other day when we 
were discussing the economic conditions of the country. We took 
the line that we must preserve certain principles and maintain the 
ship of State and not allow it to founder. I pictured to my mind, as 
I was listening to that debate, the Government in the position of the 
Captain of a ship standing on his bridge in the midst of a terrible 
storm. I pictured Honourable Members opposite, some of them 
coming up to the Captain and saying, ‘‘ Why do you not start an 
inquiry into the causes of this storm (Laughter.) and if you can 
stop it ? My Honourable friend Mr. B. Das said, There you «it 
or rather stand upon the bridge in the cool air ; you do not know what 
horrible things are happening to the people in the cabins down below 
Mr. Amar Nath Dutt said, “ You must go down and see the misery 
thnt is going on, people lying on top of each other being ill in every 
corner — absolute misery and distress and you sit up there ; yon ought 
to go dowm and see it for yourself and then you would know what to 
do Much as I sympathise with my Honourable friends, I think it 
would do very little good for us to come down and look into those 
particular matters. Our task at the moment is to keep this ship afloat 
in a period of extreme danger and difficulty ; and if we say, “ Trust 
us in our position of responsibility on the bridge it does not mean 
that we do not sympathise with the condition of the country, it only 
means that we feel that we have got a more important task up here and 
that our first tai^. must be to preserve our freedom of action in performing 
that task. When we say that, I think we are talking reasonably, and 
we are justified in asking the House to have confidence in us. We have 
got through a very dangerous cyclone. I am not prepared just now to 
say what course we are going to steer in the distant future. Sufficient 
uuto the day is the evil thereof. We have decided to take a certain line. 
Mr. Mody asked me all sorts of questions ; “ What is going to be the 
ultimate result of all this t Are you going to continue in this way for all 
time f I must tell my Honourable friend that I cannot answer those 
^lestions. We are now in a position in the world for which there has 
no parallel within the living memory of any of us. No one can 
what is. going to happen. We may be content to take eaeh 
aa It ayid| ; if nre preserve the Aip f rom foundering from wM 
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week, I think we sh&ll have deserved well' of Honourable Members in all 

j>arts of this House. (Applause.) 

% 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) ; 
Mr. President, on more than one occasion I have had the pleasure of 
listening to my Honourable friend, the Finance Member ; but never do 
I remember him trying to defend his case with, shall I say, such modesty 
— I will not say reluctance. The sum total of his argument, is that he 
had to take a choice of two evils ; and to rely on him that he has taken 
the choice of the evil which he considers to be not the worse of the two. 
He has already frankly admitted that there was a great deal in the 
bVilliant speech of my Honourable friend, the Deputy President, with 
which he quite agreed. I am sorry he did not go further and tell us 
that the present steps taken by Government are merely temporary ; 
that might liave given us some hope. 

The main point made by my Honourable friend, the Deputy Presi- 
dent, was, notwithstanding all the disadvantages of having the rupee 
linked to sterling, are Government going to save our gold reserves ? 
If they will guarantee that, the position they have taken up may be 
tolerated. But if they cannot guarantee to us the preservation of our 
gold reserves, their proposals are unacceptable so far as we are con- 
cerned. What has been the answer of my Honourable friend f An 
assurance that, if the steps taken now lead us to bankruptcy, some- 
body will come and help us after we are bankrupt. I am not prepared to 
take a guarantee of help after I am a bankrupt. I would much rather 
see that guarantee of help materialises when I am on the verge of bank- 
nipety and before I actually become bankrupt — a guarantee tliat will 
protect me from going into bankruptcy — rather than a guarantee of 
help that is coming to me after T have been robbed of all I have. If 
there is anything in that assurance, could it not have matured imme- 
diately when we are on the verge of bankruptcy ? Could not my 
Honourable friend and his friends on the Government Benches persuade 
the British Government to give us a credit of £50 millions immediately 
and save, even temporarily, our gold reserves 1 We fully sympathise 
with England in the position in which she finds herself, and there is no 
one on this side of the House, especially one who has lived there for 
many years, who sympathises more with the English people in their 
time of trial and calamity. But to tell me that we are to rely on 
a guarantee of a £50 millions sterling loan, when we know that it is 
difficult for England in these hard times to secure credit in the United 
States or Prance for herself, is asking me to believe a little more than 
I am inclined to do at this present moment. The whole foundation of 
the Honourable Member ^s argument for the steps he has asked us to 
endorse are two : firstly, the assurance, and secondly the ordinance 
which he wants us to believe will prevent the flight of gold from this 
country, making allowance only for ordinary trade purposes. T regret 
I am absolutely unable to accept either plea. What is this ordinance ? 
Honourable Members have said on this side of the House that anybody 
can drive a coach and four through that ordinance, and my Honourable 
friend the Finance Member knows it. I wish he had told us a word or, 
two. about: it. He knows very , well that just now. if I desire to remit 
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50 lakhs to England, not for any trade purpose, I could under the 
ordinance arrange to do so. 

An Honourable Member : It was done in 1921. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : He knows it has been done in the past, and 1 
am confident that he is extremely nervous that it Avill be done in the 
future. Those are the two main points about which we asked for 
assurances. We have received none, and still we are asked to witlidraw 
or not to support the Resolution moved by my Honourable friend tho 
Deputy President. 

May I ask another question. I will not only ask it, I ^ will answer 
it myself at the same time. If after these reserves are exhausted — and 
they are bound to be very shortly — as the ordinance is not going to be 
of much use to us — and if the rupee is to break away from sterling, what 
is my Honourable friend going to do ? And what will then be the posi- 
tion ? The position will be that the rupee will break away from sterling 
minus the gold reserves we have got at present. My Honourable friend 
said that if the rupee was allowed to find its own level the gold reserves 
would go all the same. I cannot endorse that statement. There are more 
chances of the reserves being depleted quicker with the rupee linked to 
sterling than if the rupee was allowed to find its own level. Sir, the main 
point on which we want an assurance is that Government are doing for 
India what the British Government have done for England. The assur- 
ance we ask for is that as the British Government at a time of trial have 
determined to preserve their gold resources, Government will do so by 
every means in their power. Sir, it is an irony of fate that at a time when 
some of our most distinguished Indians are today in England discussing 
the future constitution of our country, we find ourselves far from being a 
democracy, far from being a bureaucracy, — we find ourselves an autocracy, 
we are governed by one man. Sometimes, an autocracy is to the greatest 
advantage of a country, but the country must be confident that the auto- 
crat is acting in the best interest of the country, that there are no ulterior 
motives which guide him and lead him in his actions. But if the country 
is doubtful about the motives that underlie his actions, w^hat is the use, 
Mr. President, of Indians going to England and discussing the future con- 
stitution of this country ? It is becoming a farce. Here we have found, 
and it has been so often repeated to-day, that the Secretary of State is 
dictating the currency policy of this country, and let me admit frankly 
before this Honourable House that a large ma.jority of Indians do not 
trust the Secretary of State for India. They feel that the Secretary of 
State is acting as an autocrat, not in the interests of the country which has 
been entrusted to his care, but in the interests of some one else, and that 
is what we stand up here to re.sent and condemn. What is the use of my 
Honourable friends sitting in a line on the opposite Bench f They are 
as impotent as we are. We are impotent enough, and if they come down 
to our level and are not able to make their voice heard, to raise little Engev 
to defend the interests of this great country, what is it you expect us to dd 
on this side except to protest, to condemn, and if necessary, to walk out ? 

Mr. B. Das : Don’t go to the Round Table Conference. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : Believe me, Sir, if Government could assure 
that, autocrat as he is, the Secretary of State was imbued with only one 
®“otive, the best interests of this country, it would be bearable. But the 
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position Government are creating to-day, believe me, is becoming intolei 
able, and it is the duty of every Honourable Member of Government t< 
mform the Secretary of State of the great danger that lies ahead. Six 
we do not believe that the policy adopted is in the best interests of th 
country and we firmly believe that that policy has been dictated to Gov 
ernment and therefore we refuse to accept it. 

Sir, I was sorry to hear the maiden speech of my Honourable frienc 
Mr. Bamsay Scott and the very ungenerous remarks that fell from hii 
lips.; he muttered them so that most of my Honourable friends may no^ 
have heard .them, but unfortunately I did. He stated that there was i 
clique in Bombay, a powerful clique, who in their own interests and foi 
'^eir own advantage and benefit desire that the exchange should fall. Auc 
he tried to do something more, something that the Anglo-Indian Press has 
been doing for a long time. (Hear, hear.) He tried to drive a wedge 
between the industrialists and the agriculturists in this country. But every 
one of my Honourable friends know, whether they be industrialists ox 
agriculturists, that in this case at least our interests are one, and I would 
appeal to them not to allow such wedges to be driven in between the 
friendly feelings and relations that have subsisted in India between 
Indians industrial and agricultural. But I will tell my Honourable friend 
why he (Mr. Scott) desires that the exchange should be maintained at 
Is, 6d. Because he wants to remit his money home at an exchange which 
gives him a bonus from the pockets of the poorest agriculturist in this 
country. If Mr. Scott imputes motives to honest men, let me tell him 
what Indians will think of him — and why he is supporting Is. 6d. 

Bfr. J. Baautay Scott : Sir, I have always been in favour of 

U 4d. 

Sir Gowasji Jehangir : I am aware of that, but notwithstanding 
that, he has supported Is. 6d. to-day, and all these years he and his friends 
have remitted all their monies to their native home at a rate of exchange 
whicli put into their pockets a bonus from the rate-payers and taxpayers 
of this country. Can he deny it f I challenge him, can he deny it I {Some 
Honourable Members of the European Group : “ Yes.”) I challenge him 
now to deny it. I venture to suggest that, far from imputing motives to 
others, he should realise that he is living in a glass house himself. I am 
sorry that Mr. Scott in his maiden speech should have attempted to create 
bad blood between Indians and Europeans ; I regret it more than any- 
body else. {Mr. K. Ahmed : Suppose they change the angle of visioxi.’0. 
(Laughter.) I recommend to my Honourable friend that when he makes 
another speech, he will see to it that he does not impute motives to a class 
of men who have served their country far better than he could ever have 
done. 

Mr. President, I think my Honourable friend Mr. Moore said that in 
one argument he could not follow the Honourable the Mov^r, the Deputy 
President. The Deputy President said that what is sauce for the goose is 
sauce for the gander. What he meant was that if England can take steps 
to preserve her gold resources, why should we not be allowed to do tlie 
same by the same method T The analogy is a perfectly good one. We are 
both in difficulties. We are in greater difficulties than England amj 
greater I trust than she will ever experience, but surely we have a rigw 
to protect our interests and we have a right to claim from our Govemmen 
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tJliit they shall protect our interests just as* the |^at British public 'have 
a right to call upon their Qpvernment to protect their own interests. Then 
why, may 1 ask, if the Government in England can take the desperhte 
step of severing sterling from gold to save their gold resources, should we 
be not allowed to let our rupee find its own level and preserve our gold 
reserves. We are told that this instability will ruin India. We have been 
frightened of it for a good deal of time, but we see England to-day boldly 
facing this instability. To-day sterling has depreciated compared to gold 
to the extent of 16 i)er cent. Now, will that not mean ruin for a large 
number of merchants and industrialists in England ? Will not that cause 
great inconvenience ? It may be to a lesser degree than if the rupee were 
allowed to find its own level, but still England is to-day facing that 
instability, is suffering that inconvenience and loss to many an individual. 
Why should we be afraid of doing the same for our country if in the end 
it is in our best interests f I would appeal to my Honourable friends not 
to be led away on this occasion. It is an occasion of the greatest gravity 
for two reasons, firstly, because the policy has been dictated by one man 
'7,000 miles away. I believe it is unconstitutional. I am not going into 
that point. Secondly, we firmly believe that the policy is not in the best 
interests of India. I would therefore appeal to every Honourable Member, 
whatever party he belongs to, whether he be an agriculturist, industrialist 
or a professional man, to support the Resolution moved by my Honourable 
friend the Deputy President and show once for all to the Secretary of 
State for India that, although he may consider himself the Great Moghul, 
we are not going to tolerate dictation at his hands in this way. 


Ifr. S. K. Sbasxniikhazn Ghetty : Mr. President, I do not think it is 
necessai^ for me to speak at great length hy way of reply. My Honour- 
able friend the Finance Member complimented me on ray powers of rhe- 
toric and advocacy, and after hearing his speech this afternoon, I have 
made up my mind to take some lessons in rhetoric and advocacy from my 
Honourable friend. He asked us to view this question free from poli- 
tical passion and in the cold atmosphere of realism. After listening to 
the masterly speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, I am sure 
you must feel convinced that every one of us has made the best attempt 
to view this question in the cold atmosphere of realism. The Finance 
Member asked me to picture to myself what I would have done if I were 
in his place on Monday morning and my answer to him is straight. If 
I were in his place on Monday morninsr, I would have acted exactly 
as he acted on Monday morning, but, with this difference that after 
having heard of the speech that the Secretary of State made in the Federal 
Structure Sub-Committee, I would have used to the Secretary of State 
language which you will not permit me to use in this House. With that 
^lifference I would have acted exactly as my Honourable friend had acted. 
My Honourable friend asked us to consider what would be the state 
our gold reserves if the rupee were left unstable when the time came 
for us to meet our sterling obligations. If T were in his position again, 
I would have put it to His Majesty’s Government that the financial 
^tuation of India, thanks to the administration of the Honourable the 
Finance Member, is as sound as the financial position of England ; and 
^’on as England appealed in a time of crisis to the United States and 
France, T would appeal to Ilis Majesty’s Government to open credits 
favour of the Government of India to maintain the stability of the 
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rupee. That is what I would have done and if His Majesty Govern, 
ment were the real trustees of the Indian i)eople and if they cared for 
the financial interests of India, I have no reason to think that they would 
not have responded to my appeal. I would ask my Honourable friend 
whether, when His Majesty’s Government came forward with the re-as- 
surance of their help, they made it a condition precedent that the rupee 
must be linked to sterling at 18d. If they did that, then I must revise 
my opinions about the hona fides of their offer for help. 

It is not necessary by way of reply, Mr. President, to go into the 
details of the various arguments. I am glad to have had one admission 
from my Honourable friend. He seems to have realised, though late 
in the day, that the time has come to depreciate the gold value of the 
rupee. After maintaining the gold value of the rupee for five years at 
a certain figure, after having lost a great part of our gold reserves in 
that attempt, he now wakes up and agrees with us that the time has 
come to depreciate the gold value of the rupee. He gave us a homely 
story that Mr. Ramsay MacDonald related to him. I am reminded in 
this connection of another homely story which is told in my part of the 
country. A very rich gentleman in my part of the country spent all 
his fortune in a ruinous litigation for about 10 years, and he lost all his 
money. The case was over and when his friends told him, ‘‘ What a 
fool you are ? Could you not haA^e become wiser earlier ? Why have 
you Avasted all this money on this futile litigation he replied, “ Even 
though I lost the case, I have learnt the principles of the law Similar- 
ly I can imagine my Honourable friend saying to-day, “ Even though 
I and my predecessors have frittered away gold assets to the extent of 
66 crores of rupees, I have now learnt the principles of finance My 
Honourable friend in his rhetorical conclusion gave the example of the 
Captain on the bridge being worried by persons with whom a rough sea 
did not agree. Sir, that is not the correct way of looking at the ques- 
tion. I would take his own simile. The Government of India are not 
like the Captain on the bridge. The Government of India are like the 
Captain sleeping soundly in his cabin. We were not worried by sea 
sickness and frightened ; and we did not ask him to institute an in- 
quiry about the matter. We suspected that there was a hole in the 
ship. We searched for the Captain and Ave had to ascend 8,000 feet 
above sea level to find the Captain sleeping, and when we wake him up 
from his cabin and tell him that there is something wrong with the ship 
and that we suspect there is a hole, he tells us, ‘ ‘ No, everything is all right. 
My Controllers of Currency in Calcutta and Bombay are looking after the 
thing. You had better go to your cabins and mind your business 
That. Sir, is the position between the Government of India and the 
people of this country. We are not taken into the confidence of the 
Government ; and when, at a time of crisis, Ave point out to them the 
dangers, aa'c are asked to look after our own business, and avc are told 
that it is The supreme responsibility of the Finance Member to take care 
of the financial ship of India. That is the position. We feel, however, 
serious apprehensions for the safety of our ship as a result of the policy 
forced upon us by the Secretary of State, and we have brought tliis 
motion before 'the House. It is not in a spirit of capering criticism of the 
action of Government that we have brought it forward ; it is with a 
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view to give expression to our genuine apprehensions as to the economic 
welfare of our country that we thought it necessary to raise this debate. 

Ur. President : The question is that the following Resolution be 
adopted : 

* * WUEBEAS it is apprehended that it would be seriously detrimental to the 
interests of India to link the rupee to sterling under present conditions ; and 

WHEREAS the action of the Government of India as currency authority in main- 
iaining the exchange value of the rupee at ISd. has had disastrous efl’ects on the agri- 
cultural and industrial interests of the country and has resulted in the depletion of the 
gold assets in the currency reserves ; and 

WHEREAS it is further apprehended that the linking of the rupee to sterliug 
and the consequent obligation imposed upon the Governor General in Council by the 
Gold and Sterling Sales Regulation Ordinance (Ordinance VII of 1D31) will result 
ill further frittering away the gold assets, to the ]grave detriment of the financial and 
economic life of the country ; 

This Assembly is of opinion that the Governor General in Council should imme- 
diately take such steps as are necessary to ensure that the total amount of the gold 
and sterling assets in the Paper Currency and Gold Standard Reserves are not allowed 
on any account to fall below the level at which they stand at present ; and 

This Assembly is further of opinion that under the present circumstances it would 
be in the best interests of the country for the Governor General in Council to take 
steps to restore the Ordinance No. VI of 1931 and to relieve himself from the obliga- 
lioii imposed upon him by section ij of the Currency Act, 1927, or by Ordinance VII 
of 1931, and that in any case if Government are determined to eontiiiue Ordinance 
So. VLL of 1931 such obligation ought not to be undertaken unless and until substantial 
long-term credits are forthwith granted in favour of the Government of India in London 
by His Majesty’s Government on reasonable terms and conditions. 

With reference to the amioiiiicemciit made by^ the Honourable B'inance Member 
about the introduction of a second I’i nance Bill, this Assembly is of opinion that pro- 
posals for taxation should not be made without giving due notice to Honourable 
Members and that no proposals for taxation must be made in the present session.” 

The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 64. 

Isra, Chaudhri. 

Jadhav, Mr. B. V. 

Jeliangir, Sir Cowasji. 

Jha, Pandit Bam Krishna. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Kyaw Myint, U 
Tjalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B, N. 

Mitra, Mr. S, C. 

Mody, Mr. H. P. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. Muhammad. 
Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Pandian, Mr. B. Rajaram. 

Pandit, Bao Bahadur S. R. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 

Puri, Mr. Goswami M. R. 

Bafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Rajah, Raja Sir Vasudeva. 

Bajan ^ Baksh Shah, Khan Bahadur 
Makhdum Syed. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. 0. S. 


Abdoola Haroon, Seth Haji. 

Abdnr Rahim, Sir. 

Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Aiiklcsaria, Mr. N. N. 

Ainvar-ul-Azini, Mr. Muhammad. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Jlluiput Sing, Mr. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanmukluiiii. 

Chinoy, Mr. Rahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

J^izal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Gout, Sir Hari Singh. 

Dimjal, Mr. N. R. 

Harhans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Diri Raj Swamp, Lala. 

Dirnlnm Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Muham- 
mad. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 

Ismail Ali Khan. Kunwar 
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AYES — oontd. 


llustogi. Mr. Badri Lai. 

Beddi, Mr. P. G. 

Beddi, Mr. T. N. Bamakrislma. 
Sarda, Eal Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 
Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Solian Singh, Sirdar. 


Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sukhraj Bai, Bai Bahadur. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
Thuinpan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Wilayatullah, Khan Bahadur II. M. 
Yaniin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Zulhqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, 
Baluidur Malik. 

Azizuddiii Ahmad Bilgraiui, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Jiajnarayan. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. K. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. P. X, 

Dyer, Mr. J. P. 

Elliott, Mr. 0. B. 

Fazl-i-Jlusain, The Honourable Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

Fox, Mr. II. B. 

Fremdi, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. G. T. 
lleathcotc, Mr. L. V. 
llezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lull, Mr. S. 

The motion was adopted. 


Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. II. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukhorjoo, Bai Bahadur S. C. 
i Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
E;ijah, Bao Bahadur 0. 

Baiua Bao, Bai Bahadur V. 

Bow, Mr. K. Saujiva. 

Boy, Mr. S. N. 

Salii, Mr. Bam Prasad Narayau. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Baiiisay. 

Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Sykes, Mr. E. 1’. 

Tait, Mr. .John. 

Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 


NOES— 40. 
Khan 


The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the clock on Monday, 
the 28th September, 1931. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 28th September, 1931. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clocli:, * 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Purchase by Postal Officials of Motor Cars from Motor Mail Contrac- 
tors. 

961. *BSr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that officers of the Postal 
Department, Madras, purchase motor cars from motor mail contractors 
and have money dealings with them ? 

(6) Do Government propose to issue proper instructions on the subject 
to all such officers concerned ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Government have no information that the 
fact is as stated. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Indian Army Ordnance Corps. 

962. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracba : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of persons employed from different communities 
in the following posts in the Indian Army Ordnance Corps and also state 
the educational qualifications of various Assistant Store-keepers so 
employed ; 

(i) Assistant Store-keepers, 

(it) Store-men, and 

(iti) Upper, Lower and Routine Division Clerks. 

(b) Is it a fact that the posts of Assistant Store-keepers and Store- 
men have recently been Tndianised under a new scheme f 

(c) Do Government realise that there is a clear paucity of Muslims 
in the newly created posts of Assistant Store-keepers and Store-men ? 
Are there any reasons for that ? If so, what are they ? 

(d) How many Indians, and within what period, are to be taken 
under the above scheme ? 

(e) Are Government aware that many qualified Muslims are avail- 
able who have applied for the above posts ? 

(/) Do Government propose to give chances to such other Mus- 
lims who may be already in the Indian Army Ordnance Corps and as such 
have also the required Ordnance experience ? 

Mr. 6. M. Young : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

- (h) Schemes for the appointment of civilians as Assistant Store- 

keepers and Storemen were sanctioned in April, 1928 and November, 1930, 

( 1106 ) 
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respectively. Under these schemes Indisns, Anglo-Indians and members 
of the domiciled community are eligible for appointment to these posts. 

(c) Government do not consider that the proportion of Muslims is 
inadequate. 

(d) The number of posts at present earmarked for civilian Assistant 
Storekeepers is 133 : and the rate at which vacancies occur at present is 
about six a year. 

236 civilian storemen are required, of whom 132 have already been 
appointed. The balance will be recruited as vacancies occur within the 
next 12 or 18 months. 


(c) and (/). Yes. 

Statenutnt referred to in the reply to part (a) of starred question No. 96S. 



Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

Chris- 

tians. 

Other 

com- 

munities. 

Total. 

Assistant Storekeepers . . 

9 

6 

3 

2 

. . 

20* 

Storemen 

74 

28 

21 

8 

1 

» 132 

Clerks, Upper Division 

39 

5 

5 

7 

4 

60 

Clerks, Lower Division 

176 

61 

23 

13 

1 

274 

Clerks, Routine Division . . 

93 

33 

21 

4 

1 

162 

Total 

391 

133 

73 

34 

7 

638 


*16 arc j^ra^uates. The remaining 4 were specially selected as they had done 
similar work for 3 or 4 years before appointment as Assistant Storekeepers. 


Safeguarding the Interests of Muslims in Retrenchment in the Indian 

Army Ordnance Corps. 

963. '^Shaikh Fazal Haq Firacta : Have Government issued aiiy 
instructions to heads of various Ordnance establishments in India to 
safeguard the interests of the Muslim minority while proposing the retrench- 
ment of temporary or i)ermanent establishments of the Indian Army 
Ordnance Corps ? If not, do Government propose to do it now ; if not 
why not ? 

Mr. O. M. Young : No special instructions are necessary. 
interests of minority communities are carefully watched whenever appoint- 
ments are filled or vacated. 

Arrangements for Medical Aid for Members op the Legislative 

Assembly. 

964. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Are Government aware that 
there are no arrangements made by Government for medical aid for the 
Members of this Honourable House ? 
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(b) Are Govemment aware that medical aid could not immediately 
reach the late Mr. K. C. Roy, Member of this House, in the Legislative 
Assembly Chamber ? 

(c) Are Government also aware that Members of this House very 
often cannot get competent medical advice when they require it during 
the session period, which prolongs their illness and is often the cause of 
their continued absence from the House ? 

(d) Are Govemment prepared to make arrangements in future for 
liicdical aid to the Members of this House when they require it during 
the session period of the Assembly ; and, if so, arrange to mention the full 
tifklross and telephone number of the doctor or doctors appointed for the 
purpose in the list of Members of the Legislative Assembly supplied to every 
Member t 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. 

(h) Immediately after the late Mr. K. C. Roy was taken ill in this 
Chamber, his own doctor was telephoned for and arrived as soon as he 
could. There was no unusual or unnecessary delay in obtaining medical 
aid 

(c) No. 

(d) In view of the large number of medical practitioners, private and 
official, both at Delhi and Simla, whose services are available to Members 
of the IiCgislative Assembly during the sessions, Government do not con- 
sidei* it necessary to make any such special arrangements as suggested 
The names, addresses and telephone numbers of most of such medical 
practitioners will be found in the telephone directories. 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; In view of the fact that Government even in the 
boarding houses and hostels of colleges and public institutions have got 
medical officers to look after the ])eople there, do Government propose, for 
tli(* benefit oi‘ the public and the representatives of the country, to adopt 
a similar nnMhod in the Western Hostel at Delhi and other quarters and 
hotels at Simla ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : The point of my answer was 
this. The services of private medical practitioners are available for tlie 
service of Members of Legislature to exactly the same extent as they are 
for officials. They are so for this reason that their services can be obtained 
at short notice, with equal ease in either case. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : My question is that, in view of the fact that there 
is a permanent arrangement in public institutions and in the hostels of 
Governiiient colleges all over India for medical assistance, do Government 
propose, for the benefit of the people coming here from long distances and 
taking their residence at Longwood Hotel or at the Summer Hill Station 
or at the Cart Road or at the Western Hostel in Delhi or away from the 
town, to arrange for medical assistance near at hand to those places where 
Ctovernment had made arrangements for their stay f 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy ; I am afraid the Honourable 
Member is better acquainted with the arrangements at colleges and hostels 
throughout India than I am. But naturally Government would give great 
weight to a generally expressed desire of the Members of the House. 

a2 
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Names of Officials holding certain Educational Posts in Delhi. 

966. ^Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : Will Gov- 
ernment kindly state the names of the officials who held the important 
educational posts of Headmaster, Government High School, Assistant 
Superintendent of Education, District Inspector of Schools and the Head 
Clerk in Delhi, and period of tenure of respective officials : 

(a) so far as it can bo ascertained before its formation as a sepa- 
rate province in 1912 ; and 

(h) after its formation as a separate province up to the end of 
1927 ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : With your 
permission. Sir, I shall deal with questions Nos. 965 — 968 together. The 
information asked for is being collected and will be supplied to the Honour- 
able Member in due course. 

Numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan Teachers employed in Schools 

in Delhi. 

1*966. Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : Will Gov- 
ernment kindly state the numbers of Hindu and Muhammadan teachers, 
employed as on the 31.st March, 1912 and the 31st March, 1928, in (a) 
Municipal schools in Delhi, (b) Municipal schools in New Delhi, and 
.(c) District Board schools in Delhi ? 

Numbers of Hindu and Muslim Schools in Delhi. 

*1*967. ^Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : Will Gov- 
ernment kindly state the numbers of Hindu and Muslim Primary, 
Middle and High Schools in the areas of (a) Delhi Municipal Committee, 
(b) New Delhi Municipal Committee, and (c) District Board, Delhi, as 
on 31st March, 1912 and 31st March, 1928 ? 

Appointment of Muslim Teachers in Delhi. 

*1*968. ^Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : (a) Will 
Government kindly state the number of Hindu and Muslim teachers as 
on 31st March, 1931, and explain why the proportion of Muslims has 
still remained inadequate in the Delhi Municipal schools after the 
explicit orders contained in his letter No. 3197, dated the 14th May, 1915, 
of Sir Malcolm Hailey, the then Chief Commissioner, Delhi, on the point 
and whether they are prepared to direct the local Government to take early 
steps in consultation with the Education Department to redress this 
vast inequality ? 

(b) Will Government kindly give the number of Hindu and Muslim 
teachers as on 31st March, 1931, in District Board schools ? Are Govern- 
ment aware that the number of Muslim teachers in those schools is very 
disproportionate ? If so, are they prepared to take steps to redi*ess the 
inequality ? 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 905. 
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Safeguarding the Interests of Muslims in the Clerical Staff of Oov- 
ERNMENT OF INDIA OFFICES. 

969. *Lieutenaiit Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : (a) Is it a 

fact that the Home Department have decided that no examination for 
the selection of ministerial staff should be held during the current year ! 

(6) When do Government propose to hold the next examination for 
the selection of ministerial staff V 

(c) Is it a fact that tliere are no qualified Muslim candi&ates avail- 
able for employment in the Government of India offices ? 

(d) If the reply to part (c) is in the affirmative, do Government pro- 
pose to fill up all future vacancies by non-Muslim candidates ? If not, 
how do they intend to fill them ? 

(e) To avoid communal inequalities, are Government prepared to 
issue orders that : 

(i) the unqualified Muslims now employed in the offices in ques- 

tion should be retained till the next examination ; and 

(ii) the unqualified Muslims should be recruited on a pro rata basis 

in vacancies occurring hereafter t 

(/) If the reply to part (e) be in the negative, will Government 
please say how they propose to safeguard the interests of the Muslims 
so far as the clerical staff of the Government of India offices is concern- 
ed ? 


The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (a) and (b). It has not yet been 
decided when the next examination for vacancies in the Secretariat will be 
held. 

(c) Yes, but for the Third Division only. 

(d) , (e) and (/). The Government of India have arranged that un- 
qualified Muslims should be allowed to continue to hold temporarily 
vacancies intended for members of that community until qualified Muslim 
candidates are available. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : If unqualified Muslims are allowed to be 
in service, why should not unqualified members of other communities also 
be given the same privilege f 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Circumstances arise which do 
not apply generally to all communities. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I refer to unqualified members of other 
minority communities, such as Sikhs and depressed classes. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : If the Honourable Member will 
9:?ve notice of the question, I shall have the point examined. 


Appointment of Officer Supervisors at Army Headquarters. 

970. ^Lieutenant Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : (a) WUl 
Government state the total number of Officer Supervisors at Army Head- 
Quarters f 

(b) How manv nf them are Indians 1 
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(c) Will Government kindly give the proportion of Indian to Euro- 
pean Superintendents who have been superseded, in the last three 
years, when making permanent or temporary appointments to OfiScer 
Supervisor ! 

Mr. G. M. Young : (a) There are 18 Officer Supervisors in Army 
and Royal Air Force Headquarters. 

(b) One. 

(c) Three Indian and nine European Superintendents have been 
superseded during the last three years. 

Allotment of Clerks’ Quarters at Phagli, Simla. 

971. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that amongst the Govern- 
ment quarters at Phagli there are some blocks on a higher level and 
nearer the Secretariat than others which are very far down the khad ? 

(b) Is it a fact that for the exchange of Phagli quarters from a 
lower level to a higher level of the same type a register is maintained 
for registering the names of candidates for such exchanges ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in spite of the registration of the names in that 
register the tenants are asked to renew their applications for such ex- 
changes every year ? 

(d) Is it a fact that such renewal applications for exchanges are 
received direct by the clerks of the office of the allotting authorities from 
the applicants themselves and not officially through the respective 
Departments where these applicants are employed ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the names in the register of applications are re- 
arranged every year and new priority given to the applicants every year 
according to the time and the date of receipt of such annual renewal 
applications direct from the tenants of Phagli by the clerks of the office 
of the allotting authorities ? 

(/) Are Government aware that by this method of renewal of appli- 
cations the allotting authorities and the clerks of that office give on some 
applications a prior time and date of receipt and thus allot higher level 
quarters in the subsequent allotment ? If not, do Government propose to 
inquire into the matter ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a), (b) and (c). Yes. 

(d) Applications are received direct by the allotting office. 

(e) Yes. The names are entered in the order they are received in 
the office. 

(/) No. 

No. Government do not consider any such inquiry necessary. 

Allotment of Clerks’ Quarters at Phagli, Simla 

972. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Are Government aware that candidates 
who applied for exchanges of quarters to a higher level in Phagli in 
1927, and whose names were registered in that year for such exchanges 
have not been given any exchange up till now whereas others who en- 
tered Government Phagli quarters later have been given such exchanges ? 
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If not, do Government propose to inquire into such eases and state wby 
those candidates have not been given such exchanges up till now t u 
not, why not t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Government have no information, and have no 
reason to consider that an inquiry is necessary. 

Allotment or Glebes’ Quabtebs at Phaou, Simla. 

973. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Is it a fact that in the annual allotment 
forms sent by the Estate Officer to the various Departments for being 
filled in by the employees of those Departments for being provided witk 
Government quarters at Phagli there is a column to be filled up by such 
candidates mentioning the quarters they would prefer to have ? If 
so, will Government be pleased to state whether filling up this column is 
treated by the Estate Officer as a renewal of application for exchange 
of quarters ? If not, will Government be pleased to state why such a 
column is printed in the form at all ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Yes. 

No. 

The column is intended for new applicants. Those who hold liens 
on quarters but want a change have to apply separately in writing. 

Allotment op Clerks’ Quarters at Phagli, Simla. 

974. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Do Government propose to do away with the 
system of annual renewal of applications for exchanges of quarters in 
Phagli i If not, why not ? 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy : No. The present system has been found by 
experience to be the best of several tried. 

Banning op certain Newspapers prom Kathiawar States. 

975. •Mr. S. O. Jog : (a) Are Government aware that the delivery 
of certain newspapers was banned in some States of Kathiawar under the 
orders of the Postmaster General, Bombay ? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, was the Govern- 
ment of India consulted before taking any such action ? 

(c) Are Government aware whether any criminal action was taken 
against the editors of these papers ? 

(d) Are Government aware whether the matter in those papers was 
declared to be seditious before taking action by the Postmaster General, 
Bombay ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Inquiry is being made and its result will be 
communicated to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Arrangements on Steamers carrying Coolies prom Malaya to India. 

976. •Bao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that the B. I. S. N. 
Company chartered steamers for carrying coolies from Malaya to India f 
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(6) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(<) how many such steamers have made voyages since 1st January, 
1931 ; 

(u) the capacity of each steamer for carrying passengers ; 

(m) the number of passengers that were actually carried on each 
of these steamers ; and 

{iv) the number of passengers that died on each voyage, with the 
causes thereof ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there is no canvas over the decks of these 
steamers ? 

(d) What is the number of medical officers in attendance on the 
steamers with their qualifications ? 

(e) What is the number of beds maintained for the sick patients on 
the steamers ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The infor- 
mation is being obtained and will be supplied to the Honourable Member 
in due course. 

Bbsolution in the Madras Legislative Council to raise Madras Infantry 

Battalions. 

977. *£00 Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : {a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if they are aware that a Resolution for the raising of certain 
Madras infantry battalions was passed in the Madras Legislative Council 
on the 5th August, 1931 ? 

(&) Was the record of that debate forwarded to the Government of 
India by the Madras Government ? 

(c) What action do the Government of India propose to take on that 
resolution ? 

Mr. O. M. Toung : (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government of India have seen a copy oP the proceedings 
of the Madras Legislative Council ; but it has not been forwarded to thorn 
officially by the Government of Madras. 

(c) The whole question of the future defence of India depends iipon 
the outcome of the constitutional discussions now proceeding, and it is 
therefore impossible for the Government of India to take any action for 
the present on the Resolution, which recommends the raising of no less 
than ten new regular battalions of infantry. 

Regiments admitting Members op Depressed Classes. 

978. *Bao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : Will Government be pleased to 
state the names of regiments in which the members of the depressed classes 
can be recruited f 

Mr. O. M. Young : Members of certain depressed classes are re- 
cruited to the following five units ; — 

(1) Queen Victoria’s Own Sappers and Miners. 
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(2) 1st snd 2nd Battalions and Corps Headquarters, |i|adras 

Pioneers. 

(3) 4th Indian Divisional Signals and Waziristan District Signals. 

High Rents in Bombay paid by the Army Authorities. 

979. •!!&. 0. I. Griffiths ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the letter from the General Secretary, European Association, to the 
Secretary, Government of India, Army Department, dated 5th June, 1931, 
has been received ? 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, what action has been 
taken thereon ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Army authorities still pay very high rents, 
ie,, Rs. 400 to Rs. 500 per mensem for residential flats in Golaba f 

(d) Are Government aware that landlords are demanding similar 
high rents from civilians for like accommodation in other parts of 
Bombay ? 

Mr. Q. M. Young : (a) Yes. 

(h) Inquiries were made from the local military authorities and a 
reply is being sent to the Association. 

(c) I am informed that the average rent paid for an officer’s flat in 
Colaba is Rs. 450 a month. This rental was considered reasonable by the 
local Military Engineer Services for the accommodation provided at the 
time the leases were executed. 

(d) I am informed that no cheaper flats were available at the time 
these were leased. As Colaba is not a cantonment, the military authori- 
ties have no power to regulate the rents of privately-owned flats or 
houses in that locality. 

As the Honourable Member is no doubt aware, there is a considerable 
shortage of Government-owned (piarters for military person md in Bombay. 
Hiring of accommodation is, therefore, unavoidable. The military autho- 
rities endeavour to obtain the lowest possible rental in every case ; and, 
before hiring any accommodation, make inquiries into The i-ents paid for 
similar aecomniodation in the vicinity. 

Mr. B. Das ; Is the Honourable Member aware that the Army 
authorities are to-day paying the same rent in Colaba that they paid 
in 1922 and that they have made no efforts to see that their officers occupy 
premises on lowei rents and reduce house-rents accordingly ? 

Mr. G. M. Young : I am not aware of the exact rents prdd to-day 
as compared v;ith the rents paid in 1922. But it is certainly?’ not a fact 
that the Army authorities have made no efforts to reduce routs for the 
accommodation provided for their officers. 

Mr, B. Das ; Is it necessary for military expediency that so many 
Army officers should be located at Bombay f 

Mr. G. M. Young : Yes. 

Mr. B. Das : Is the Honourable Member aware that a certain Army 
pays an amount of something like Rs. 4,000 a month on the 
•Malabar Hill for his office premises f 
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Kr. O. M. Young : No. Sir ; I am not aware of that. 

Mr. B. Das : Will the Honourable Member look into the matter in 
view of the retrenchment problem in the Army Budget ? 

Mr. Q. M. Young : The general question of hiring accommodation is 
under consideration in connection with retrenchment. If niy Honourable 
friend will supply me with any facts relating to the hiring of accommoda- 
tion at exorbitant rents for officers, I shall be very glad to receive them 
and to inquire into them. 

Pay and Allowances of Staff of Attached and Subordinate Offices 
OF THE Government of India. 

980. •Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Are Government aware that there is 
a perpetual and general discontent among the staff of the Government 
of India attached and subordinate offices on account of the Government’s 
treatment towards them in respect of pay and allowances ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that they have memorialised several times to Govern- 
ment for the betterment of their pay and allowances and Government have 
on all occasions rejected t])e memorials ? Tf so, why ? 

(c) Is it a fact that there has been a great difference between the pay 
and allowances drawn by the Secretariat staff and the staff of the attached 
and subordinate offices ? If so, why ? Do Government propose to bring 
down all pay and allowances to the same level ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orcrar : (a) and (&). The staff in ques- 
tion have from time to time made representations that the emoluments of 
attached and subordinate offices should be increased. The representations 
failed because Government were not satisfied that there were adequate 
grounds for undertaking a general revision. 

(c) I would refer the Honourable Member to my answers to his 
question No. 938. For the reasons there offered, there seems ro be no 
case for reducing the emoluments of the Secretariat staff and the staff of 
attached and subordinate offices to a common level. 

Pay and Allowances in the Office of the Central Board of Revenue. 

981. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that in the Central Board of 
Revenue there are some men who enjoy privileges of Secretariat people 
while others are treated as attached office staff 1 If so, why is such 
differential treatment in existence in the same office ? 

(h) Will Government please state whether there is any difference in 
the quality of the work in that office for which better facilities are given 
to men who do it ? Tf so, what is the nature of the work done by each 
class of men who draw more pay and allowances and who are deprived 
of it ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, my Honourable friend. Sir 
George Schuster has asked me to apologise to you and to the House for lus 
inability to be in his place this morning : with jmur permission I will 
answer the questions standing in his name. 

(a) There are nine men in the office of the Central Board of Revenue 
who a^e on the Secretariat scales of pay — two Superintendents, 
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Assistants and three clerks. This scale is personal to them as on the 
formation of the Central Board of Revenue, they were transferred from 
The Departments of Industries and Labour and Commerce with the Salt 
and Customs work respectively and were in those Departments on the 
Secretariat scales of pay. They were given an undertaking that by their 
transfer to the Central Board of Revenue, they would not be losers. 
Whenever any of these men retires or goes on leave, the substitutes are 
entertained on Attached office scales only. 

(h) There is no difference in the quality of work. 

Discrimination in Pay between the Secretariat and Attached and 

Subordinate Offices. 

982. •Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government please state whether 
it is not a fact that men for employment in the attached and subordinate 
offices and in the Secretariat are recruited by the Public Service Com- 
mission t 

(h) Is it not the fact that all passed candidates secure the same amount 
of marks in the examination ? If so, what is the difference in merit 
\\hen a man is in the Secretariat and another is In the attached offices 1 
Why is such differential treatment meted out to the same class of men 
though holding appointments in the different offices ? Do Government 
propose to abolish such distinction ? If so, when ? Tf not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) and (h). A common test is 
held for the Secretariat and other offices which recruit through the 
Public Sfirvice Commission and the candidates are arranged in the order 
of the mnrks which they secure. Those higher in the list are appointed 
to the Secretariat, and the others to the other offices, according to the 
mimber of vacancies available in each. Vacancies which arise after the 
publication of the results of the competitive examination are filled by 
candidates in order of merit irrespective of the fact that the particular 
vacancy is in the Secretariat or in an attached office. The fact that 
all pass the same test does not mean that all should get the same pay. 
The pay must depend upon the character of the post. 


Absorbtion op Attached and Subordinate Offices in Departments op 

THE Secretariat. 

983. *Mr. B. N. Misra : In view of the financial stringency, do Gov- 
fjinnent propose to abolish all attached and subordinate offices and make 
curtailment in their expenditure by making those offices as the Branches 
of the Departments to which they are attached at present ? Tf not, 
'vhy not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : The question whether attached 
offices can be abolished has been raised by the General Purposes Sub- 
committee of the Retrenchment Committee and is still under their con- 
sideration. I may say, however, that, if instead of abolishing these 
offices, they were to be made into branches of the Secretariat, the 
ProbabiliTies are that, instead of economy, there would be an increased 
^xi)cnditure. The abolition of subordinate offices or their amalgamation 
''dth the Departments does not appear to be a practicable proposition* 
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Appointment op Oriyas in the Qovbbnment op India Secretarut and 

Attached Oppicbs. 

984. •Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of Oriyas working at present in the ministerial staff of the 
various Departments and the attached and subordinate offices of the 
Government of India ? 

(fe) Is it a fact that there is not a single Oriya among the permanent 
employees of the Government of India ? If the answer to the above is in 
the affirmative, what special step do Government propose to take in this 
direction ? 

(c) Do Government propose to accord the same treatment towards 
Orissa as that accorded to the backward tribes and minority communities 
and unrepresented prov inces as regards representation in the services ? 
If not, why not ? 

(d) Will Government lay on the table a comparative istatement show- 
ing the percentage of Oriyas with the men from other Provinces working 
at nresent in the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : As explained in my reply to 

question No. 489 on the 16th September, Government have not under- 
taken to secure representation for provinces either generally or in terms 
of particular communities. Candidates from Orissa have equal oppor- 
tunities with those from other provinces and it is not proposed to take 
any special action in the matter. This being the case, I do not think 
any useful purpose would be served by the collection of the statistics 
for which the Honourable Member asks. 

Low Prices op Wheat. 

985. •Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (on behalf of Sirdar Sohan Singh) : 

(a) Are Govemment aware that there are a large number of exemptions 
from import duty, that such exemptions have nullifi(;d the effect of that 
duty upon wheat prices in India and that wlieat is selling at most unre- 
lYiunerative prices ? 

(6) If so, what further action do Government intend to take fo 
strengthen prices 1 

(c) Do Government intend to introduce legislation to extend the wheat 
Impo}i: Duty Act to another two years ? 

The Honourable Sir i^orge Bainy : (a) and (6). The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to my speeches in the Legislative 
Assembly on the 31st March, 1931, on the Wheat (Import Duty) Bill, in 
which T explained that, apart from securing the Indian market for the 
Indian produce, the import duty was not likely to have any effect on 
the prices of wheat in India until the surplus existing in the Northern 
India markets was absorbed and that any action that could be taken 
would not have the effect of raising the level of prices. 

(e) The conditions which rendered it necessary to pass the Wheat 
(Import Duty) Act, 1931, in March last unfortunately still exist, and 
unless there should be a material change of circumstances during the 
next three or four months, it will be necessary to continue the Act for 
a further period. 
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l^AiLWAY Freight on Wheat and Cotton. 

986. *Sirdar Harbaxis Singh Brar (on behalf of Sirdar Sohan Singh) ; 

^a) Are Government aware that the railway freight on wheat and cotton 
is very high as compared with most other commodities ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the freight on cotton was increased during the 
Great War 1 Has it been reduced since then ? If not, why not f 

(o). Ho Government intend to lower the same to pre-war rates ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Railway rates for wheat are the same 
as for the majority of other food-grains and are comparatively low. 
The rates for cotton are considerably higher than those for wheat and 
for a number of other commodities. 

(&) and (c). I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply I 
gave on the 9th March, 1931, to Mr. E. F. Sykes's question No. 879. No 
general reduction in the rates for cotton has been made since these were 
enhanced during the war and post-war period. The question of a 
redaction in the rates for cotton, full-pressed, is under examination. 

t987— 994, 

Extension of Option to Purchase the Assam Bengal Railway. 

995. *Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the Assembly on 
the 18th July, 1930, adopted the following amendment of Mr. Fad 
Ibrahim Rahimtullah This Assembly recommends to the Governor 
General in Council that negotiations should be undertaken with the 
Assam Bengal Railway Company and obtain for Government one year's 
extension of their existing option to terminate the Company's contract 
on the 31st December, 1931 " ? 

(h) What action, if any, have Government taken on this Resolution ? 

(c) Have Government entered into a new contract ^vith the company? 
What are the terms of the contract ? 

{d) Will Government be pleased to lay a copy of the contract on the 
table ? 

(e) When will Government actually take the administration of the 
Assam Bengal Railway in their own hands ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Honourable Member's recollection 
is correct. 

(/») and (e). I would refer the Honourable Member to the replies 
?iveu by me on the 17th instant to Mr. S. C. Mitra's question Nos. 462 and 
463 . 

(**; The terms of the original contract provide for its continuance for 
another period of ten j^ears if not determined on the 31st December, 1931. 

^0 new contract was therefore necessary. 

(d) Copies of the printed volume of contracts with the Company are 
tl'.e Library of the House. 


f These questions were withdrawn by the questioner. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it not a fact that the Government origi. 
nally proposed to extend the term of contract for ten years and then 
an amendment was moved and the Government accepted that it should 
be extended only for one year t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : My recollection is that Government 
originally proposed not to give notice of the termination of the contract, — 
it was not a question of extending the contract — and that what the 
Assembly desired was that negotiations should be entered into with the 
company to get an opportunity of taking over the line one year later. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : The Assembly recommended the extension for 
one year. I should like to know why, without coming to the Assembly 
again, yon yourself have extended this term for ten years. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I must correct the Honourable Member, there 
was no question of extending the contract ; it was a question of not 
exercising the option to close the contract. The reason why the wishes 
of the Assembly were not fulfilled was that the Company was not pre- 
pared to give us an extension of the option. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : If the Company did not agree to the extension 
by one year, why was not the matter referred to the Assembly explicitly 
again ? We had the last meeting in the cold weather in January, 
February and March. 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Our option to terminate the contract was only 
U]) to the 31st December, 1930. The Assembly did not meet again till 
some time late in January, 1931. It was therefore not possible to refei* 
the matter again to the Assembly. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : If such emergency arose, why AV(»re not all 
the papers laid before the Assembly as soon as it met ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : A question was put on the 
subject in the Assembly during the last cold weather session and was 
answered on the floor of the House. 

Interview with Sir Samuel Hoare on the Press Bill, 

996. *Mr. S. G. Jog ; (a) Is it a fact that Mr. A. jlaiigaswaiiiL 
lyenger, a delegate to the Round Table Conference, interviewed the 
Right Honourable Sir Samuel Hoare, the Secretary of State for India, 
on the question of the Press Bill now before the House and had a 
discussion with him ? 

(Jj) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Governiiienf^ 
be pleased to announce to this House the result of that interview before 
the House proceeds further with the discussion on the Bill 1 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) The Government of India 
have no information. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Employment as a Member op the Public Service Commission op the 
Head op the Criminal Intelligence Department. 

997. *Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that they propose to employ the head of the C. I. D ’ 
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now on the verge of retirement as a Member of the Public Service Com- 
mission ? 

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what are the special 
qualifications of this gentleman to occupy the post ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Under section 96-G of the Got- 
ernment of India Act, the Secretary of State in Council has appointed 
Sir David Petrie to be a Member of the Public Service Commission in 
a vacancy which requires under the rules to be filled by a person who 
has been for at least ten years in the service of the Crown in India. 
He selected Sir David Petrie on account of his distinguished career and 
wide knowledge of service matters. Sir David reaches the age of com- 
pulsory retirement from the Indian Police Service in 1984. 

Reduction in Number op Members op the Public Service Commission. 

998. 0. S. Banga Iyer : (a) Is it a fact that the Retrench- 

ment Committee have recommended the reduction in the number of the 
Members of the Public Service Commission from five to three t 

{b) Was this question sent to the Public Service Commission for 
their report ? If so, what was their report ? 

(c) If they concurred in the reduction, are Government going to make 
it ? If not, why not ? 

(d) What economy would this reduction effect per annum in the 
oxj)ciiditure of the Government of India t 

The Honourable Sir James Orerur : {<i) to (c). The views of the 
Public Service Commission on the question whether the number of 
Memlxirs of the Commission could be reduced to a smaller number than 
five were placed before the General Purposes Sub-Committee of the 
Retrenchment Committee. The Retrenchment Committee's observations 
on the subject have not yet been received, and there is no furtSer ra* 
formation that I can give at present. 

(d) The pay of Members of the Commission, not being Chairman is 
Rs. 3,500 a month. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
say if the Public Service Commission recommend that their number 
should be reduced from five to three, whether the Government of India will 
he pleased to carry out that recommendation ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I am afraid I cannot supply the 
House with an answer to that question. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Are the Government aware that the Public 
Service Commission is so highly paid that the country cannot afford the 
wt and also that it need not have five Members to carry on the work 

that they are performing in view of the financial crisis we’are at present 
m 7 

Mr P* .Honourable Sir Janies Orerar : I believe, Sir, the Honourable 
•aiember is asking -me to express an opinion. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
consider the desirability of reducing the nnmber of Members of the 
“ublic Service Commission t 
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The Honomitble Sir James Orerar : The Oovemment will no doubt 
consider any recommendations on the subject which the Retrenchment 
Committee might make. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact, Sir, that the Public Service 
Commission have agreed to , their number being reduced from five to three ? 

’ Tho Honourable Sir James Orerar : 1 have no information to that 
effect. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : But this is part of the question. 

Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer : May 1 inform the Honourable Member that 
the Public Service Commission have so recommended t 

Mr. K. P. Thampaa : May I know whether, the Members of the 

Public Service Commission are full-time officers t 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Are Government satisfied Idiat there is sufficient 
work for five men on the Public Service Commission J 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Yes. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : Are the Government aware that the opinion 
of the Public Service Commission was called for by the RetrencWent 
Committee f 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I have already replied in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : Will the Government be pleased to issue a 
oommuniqu4 as soon as they get the information on the subject as to 
what they propose to do in regard to the recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee ? 

The Hotiourable Sir James Orerar : I must remind the Honourable 

Member that the aiipointmeut of Members of the Public Service Commis- 
sitin and the constitution of the Commission are under the control of the 
Secretary of State for India. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : Will the Government of India be pleased to 
recommend to the Secretary of State that the recommendations of the 
Public Service Commission that the number of Members should be 
decreased from five to three, should be accepted ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I am afraid I must have sufficient 
information before I can reply to such a hypothetical question. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Have not the Government of India received 
any report from the Members of the Public Service Commission on this 
point ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : To the best of my knowledge 
we have no official proposals in this matter. 

Mr. Ga 3 ra Prasad Singh : That is contained in part (b) of the qtifestion 
w'hich asks “ Was this question sent to the Public Service Commission 
for their report ? If so, what was their report t ” I am asking for 
their report, I want to know if their report has been received by Goy- 
emment or not 1 

The HoAourable Sir James Grerar : To the best of my recollection, 
Sir, the Retrenchment Committee asked for information on these points 
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and the papers were laid before them. What views they might have 
on the subject, as 1 have already explained, I do not yet know. 

Hi. Oaya Prasad Singh : My point is, have you received a report 
from the Public Service Commission agreeing to their number being 
retluced from five to three ? Have you received a report or not 1 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I think, Sir, the answer to that 
question is in the negative, but if the Honourable Member wishes me to 
do so, I will ascertain the facts. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : Is the Honourable Member prepared to 
assert that he has received no reply from the Public Service Commission 
relating to the numbers of the personnel of the Commission being reduced 
from five to three ? Was not a report called for by the Itetrenchment 
Committee from the Public Service Commission ? Does the Honourable 
^lember say that the Public Service Commission has made no report ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I think the position is that the 
questionnaire was issued by the Retrenchment Committee, to which a 
reply was made by the Public Service Commission. So far as I am aware 
the Retrenchment Committee have not yet made any recommendation. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Will the Honourable Member be plcascfl to 
give this House an opportunity of giving its views upon the subject 
before coming to a decision f 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I am not in a position to give 
the Honourable Member an assurance on that point. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : In view of t|ie fact that the Members of the 
Public Service Commission are m a better position than the Home De- 
partment to know about the quantity of work the Commission is doing, 

I would like to know whether the Home Department would agree to the 
reduction of their number if the Public Service Commission recom- 
mended that their number should be reduced from five to three ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Their views on the subject will 
receive the very careful consideration of the authorities concerned. 

Appointment and Reductions in Members of the Public Service 

Commission. 

999. *Mr. G. S. Ranga Iyer : Are Government prepared to give 
the Assembly an opportunity to discuss the propriety of appointing a 
C. I. D. man to the Public Service Commission and of the necessity or 
otherwise of bringing two posts in the Commission under retrench- 
ment ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar ; The appointment of Members of 
the Public Service Commission is made by the Secretary of State in 
Council under Section 96-C. of the Government of India Act one of the 
objects being to ensure that that body shall be entirely independent. 
The Honourable Member will, I am sure, agree with me that on i)ublio 
grounds it is undesirable that appointments to Public Service Commission 
should be a matter of discussion in the Legislatures. In regard to a 
reduction in the number of Members of the Public Service Commission, 

Government of India await proposals from the Retrenchment Advisory 
Committee and will give them their careful consideration when they 
are received. 


T .P.nll . A I'l 
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Debts of Port Trusts. 

1000. *Lala Hari Saj Swarup : Will Government be pleased to give 
the following debt particulars of the major Po^l; Trusts ? (The; latest 
available figures may be given) : 

(» 2 ) Amount of outstanding direct loans ; (i) rupee, (n) sterling ; 

( 6 ) Amount of advances taken from the Government of India ; 

(c) Amount of advances taken from the Provincial Governments ; 

(d) Amount of money borrowed from such institutions as the 

Imperial Bank of India ; and 

(e) The amount of accumulated sinking fund in each ease and 

the places where it is deposited 1 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : The Government of India are 
not in possession of complete information. The Port Trusts concerned 
have been asked to supply it, and when received it will be communi- 
cated to the Honourable Member. 

Number of European and Indian Port Commissioners in the Major 

Ports. 

1001. "^Lala Hari Eaj Swarup : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of European and Indian Port Commissioners in the 
case of major ports in India ? 

(b) When do Government propose to bring forward the necessary 
legislation to increase the proportion of Indians on those bodies ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : (a) A statement showing the 
number of European and Indian Port Commissioners at the major ports 
in India is laid on the table. 

( 6 ) Government do not contemplate legislation for this purpose. 
An increase in the proportion of Indians will follow on the accession of 
Indians to posts of which the holders are ex-officio or nominated mem- 
bers of the Port Trusts. 


Statement showing 

the number of European 

and Indian Port 

0 

I. 

0 

1 


major Port 

Trusts, 



Fort. 


Europeans, 

Indians. 

Total. 

Calcutta . . 


14 

5 

19 

Chittagong 


8 

4 

12 

Madras 


11 

4 

15 

Rangoon . . 


12 

6* 

17 

Bombay 


12 

10 

22 

Karachi 


8 

6 

14 

Aden 

• • 

8 

3t 

11 


*Iiicludes Indians, Burmese and Chinese, 
t Includes 1 Arab. 
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The Wagon Inuustby. 

\ 

1002. *Lala Hari Baj Bwarup : Will Government be pleased to lay 
on tiic table a statement as regards the position of the State wagon industry 
ever since it was taken over by Government a few years ago, together 
with a few statistics of its position before it came under the present 
control ? 


Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member is mistaken in 
thinking that Government have ever taken over the wagon industry, 
in India ; it was always, and is now, in private hands. 

Treasury Bills outstanding. 

1003. ’^Lala Hari Baj Swarup : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state (i) the amount, and (ii) the rate of interest of Treasury Bills of 3. 
6, 0 and 12 months outstanding up-to-date ? 

{h) Could Government give an approximate idea as to how much of 
the same are held as short term balances of foreign countries ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The amount of three, six 
and nine months Treasury Bills outstanding on the 14th Se()teinbcr, 1931, 
was approximately 79^ crores. These were issued at various rates which 
were given in the weekly communiques published by the Controller of 
the Currency. There are no 12 months’ Bills outstanding. 

(h) The Government of India cannot provide an accurate estimate. 

Outflow op Capital for Sterling Loans. 

1004. *Lala Hari Raj Swarup : (a) Has the attention of Govern- 
ment been drawn to newspaper reports thal Bombay and Calcutta 
subscribed heavily to sterling loans raised in February and May 
last ? 

(h) If so, what steps have Government taken to cheek tlie outflow 
of capital thus caused ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (g) Yes. 

(b) None. The Government of India understand that it would be 
greatly resented if Indians should be prevented from subscribing to 
sterling loans issued by the Government of India. 

Principles for Investment of Provident Funds. 

1005. ^Lala Hari Baj Swarup : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if there are any principles on which Provident Funds are at present 
invited by Government for investment ? If so, what ? 

(h) Can non-Government but aided institutions also avail themselves 
of the privilege ? If so, how ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : {a) The Honourable Mem- 
Ivor’s question is not very easy to understand, but I would inform him 
that Government do not invite subscribers to Provident Funds to 
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withdraw their deposits so as to invest them in Government loans as 
their utilisation for the purpose of investment would be contrary to 
the provisions of the Provident Funds Act, which applies to all Govern- 
nieMt provident funds. 

(6) Does not arise. 

ANMOUNOEMENT by the PllEMfER REGARDINTG FINANCIAL HeLP FOR INDIA. 

1006. ^Lala Hari Baj Swarup : {a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if the announcement of the Premier regarding financial help to India 
was made in response to some request of the Government of India ? 

(6) If so, what is the nature of help demanded or expected of 
the British Treasury so far as the announcement is concerned ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (<») I regret that T am 
unable to give any information regarding the communications which 
have passed between the Government of India and the Secretary of 
State on this subject. 

(?;) That will depend on circumstances if the necessity arises. 

Mr. B. Das : Does that mean that the Government of India never 
asked for any credit from the British Government ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : The Honourable Member will 
be rash to draw inferences too hastily. I would remind the House 
that my Honourable Colleague, the Finance Member, when he made his 
.statement on Thursday and again on Saturday, T think, gave all the 
information he was in a position to place before them. 


Eenewal of the Contract with the Imperial Bank of India. 

1007. *Lala Hari Baj Swarup : Will Government be pleased to state 
what steps Government have taken for the renewal of the contract with 
the Imperial Bank of India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The attention of the Honour- 
able Member is invited to the reply given by me to Mr. B. Das^ starred 
question No. 113 on the 21.st January, 1930. 

Exchange Facilities of the Imperial Bank of India. 

1008. ^Xala Hari Baj Swarup : Will Government be pleased to state 
with what banking institutions the Imperial Bank of India has got arrange- 
ments for the provision of exchange facilities for the sake of its regular 
or casual customers ? And on what terms ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The Government of India 
have no information on the subject. 

Bates for Sterling Post Office Money Orders, 

1009f "^Lala Hari Baj Swarup : Will Government be pleased to state 
what have been the rates for the sterling money orders sent through the 
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Post Office ever since the present statutory ratio was fixed i (The rates 
may be given for Ml pounds.) Why are these rates fluctuating t 

8ir Hubert Sams : The rates for sterling remittances through the 
Post Office since the present statutory ratio was fixed were as follows : 


From 14.th February, 1928 to 7th July, 1929 
From 8 th July, 1929 to 29th August, 1929 . . 
From 30th August, 1929 to 1st June, 1930 . . 
From 2iid June, 1930 to 25th March, 1931 . . 
From 26th March, 1931 to 10th June, 1931 
From 11th June, 1931 to 19th September, 1931 


. . £1 = Ra. 13-11-0 
.. £1-. lls. 13-15-0 
. . £1 = Ks. 13-11-0 

.. £1=R8. 13-15 0 
. . £1 = Rs. 13-11-0 

. . £1 « Rs. 13-15-0 


The rates fluctuate to approximate as nearly as possible to the market 

rate. 


Promotion of Upper Subordinates in the Public Works Department. 

1010. *Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Beddi (on behalf of Mr. Jagan Nath 
Aggarwal) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state tlie total number of 
P. W. D. Upper Subordiiiates on Indian State Railwav^'s, and the percent- 
age of the Sub-Engineers (all three grades taken togetlier), Supervisors 
(both the grades taken together) and Overseers (all three grades taken 
togetlier) on 1st January, 1920, and on 1st October, 1929 ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the percentage strength of the Sub-Engineers^ 
grade has decreased and that of Supervisors’ grade increased from 1920 
to 1930 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that on account of the above reduction in Sub- 
Engineers’ grade the promotions of the P. W, D. Upper Subordinates 
employed on Indian State Railways have been very slow inasmuch as 
they have not had any promotions for the last 2^ to 10^ years ? 

(d) Is it a fact that further recruitment to the P. W. D. Upper 
Subordinates establishment in Indian State Railways has been stopped and 
some of the lower grades have already disappeared inasmuch as the 
Ovoiseer grade in the above establishment will cease to exist on further 
promotion to the class ? 

(e) If answer to parts (b), (c) and (d) is in the affirmative, are 
Government prepared to raise the strength of Sub-Engineers’ grade 
and allot due promotions to the Upper Subordinates and compensate 
them for their slow and deferred promotions ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) I am sending a statement giving the 
information available to the Iloiiourable Member. 

(6) Yes, the percentage of Sub-Engineers has decreased by two 
while that of Supervisors has increased. 

(c) The reduction in the percentage of Sub-Engineers has to some 
extent effected the promotion of Upper Subordinates. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The question of raising the strength of Sub-Engineers will be 
examined. 
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Issue of ^ per cent. Treasury Bonds. 

1011. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to Btate 
\\]ietli§r tlieir attention has been drawn to the Press statements of Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas and Mr. Jamal Mahomed on the issue of the 6^ 
per cent. Treasury Bonds for 1935 characterising these bonds as injurious 
to the real interests of the country and the floatation of the loan as suieidal t 

(6) What step or steps do Government contemplate taking to 
prevent the diversion of capital from commerce, industry and agri- 
culture ? 

(c) What persons and commercial bodies have protested against the 
issue of these new bonds ? Has any public body supported Government’s 
action ? 

(d) Were the different Chambers of Commerce in India consulted 
before the loan was issued f 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes. 

(7;) This is a matter of opinion. Government are not prepared to 
admit that these bonds have caused a diversion of capital. 

(c) The Southern India Chamber of Commerce, Madras, the Federa- 
tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, and the Federation 
of Bombay Commercial Associations. 

(d) No. 


Eeported Seizure of Congress Property. 

1012. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether they are aware of the Press message from Mymensingh, dated 2nd 
September, 1931, published under the heading “ Violation of Truce— 
(■ongress properties seized, Volunteers roughly handled ’’ as published in 
the ‘‘ Advance of Calcutta of 5th September, 1931 f 

(b) If so, did Government consider it necessary to inquire into the 
truth or falsity of the allegations ? 

(c) Were Congress sign-boards, working utensils, charkhas, national 
flag, actually seized by the police by raiding tho Congi-ess office V 

(d) Were volunteers roughly handled while engaged in peaceful 
picketing carried on in accordance wdth the Gandhi -Irwin agreement '? 

(e) Are Government in a position to state the result of the inquiry, 
if any, made ? 

• The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) I have seen the Press mess- 
age referred to. • 

(b) to (e). I am having enquiries made and will give the Honour- 
able Member a reply in due course. 

Delegates to the Round Table Conference from Bihar and Orissa. 

1013. *Mr. Bhuput ding : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
how many Hindus and Muhammadans have gone to London to attefad the 
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Kouiid Table Conference as delegates from Biliar and Orissa ? Docs any 
of them belong to Orissa ? 

(b) Who attended the first Bound Table Conference and what names 
have been added and on what principles have the additions to the old list 
been made for the whole Conference f 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Rainy: (a) and (&). I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the reply which I gave to Sardar Sant Singh’s 
starred question No. 480 on the 17th September, 1931. 


Date of Conclusion of the Round Table Conference and Publication 

OF ITS Results. 

1014. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Are Government in a position to 
state when the work of the Round Table Conference is expected to be 
over and when the ne,w constitution will be introduced in this country 
as a result of the Conference ? 

(b) Do Government contemplate publishing the news and the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference in different languages in the form of bulletins 
in order to familiarise the general public with the work aiid make it popular 
in India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) I have no material for an 
estimate. 

(b) No, Sir. 


Promotion of Clerks to the Lower Division op the Secretariat. 

1016. *Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi : (a) Will Government please state 
how many clerks qualified for the Lower Division of the Secretariat in the 
(|iialifying examination held by the Public Service Commission in 1929 ? 

(6) How many of them have been provided permanently or temporarily 
in that Division and how many still await their chance for promotion to 
that Division and are at present working either in the Lower Division of 
the attached offices or Third Division of the Secretariat, which carry the 
scales of pay ? 


(V) Is it a fact that when an officer is away for any reason, the vacancy 
caused by his absence is immediately filled by promotion ? 

(d) Is it a fact that there are Lower Division vacancies in some of the 
Departments of the Government of India, e,g., Foreign and Political De- 
partment, Finance Department, Agricultural Research Council, and in spite 
of the fact that Lower Division clerks are available in those Departments, 
they are not promoted to that Division but are being employed in the Third 
Division t 

(e) Do Government propose to promote them in such vacancies fortii^ 
^ith t If not, why not t 
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(/) Is it a fact that even when there were several Lower Division 
clerks unprovided in that Division, examination for the Lower Division was 
held by the Public Service Commission in 1931 ? 

(g) Is it a fact that candidates who qualified for the Lower Division 
of the Secretariat in the 1931 examination have been provided in per- 
manent vacancies, while those who qualified in previous examinations 
still remain unprovided ? 

(h) Will Government please state what steps they propose to take 
to provide for those who qualified in examination prior to 1931 t 

(i) Do Government propose not to hold any further examination for 
the Lower Division of the Secretariat till these men are permanently pro- 
vided ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (u) Thirty-one. 

(fe) The information readily available shows that in August, 1930, 
there were only eight men who have been provided witli permanent 
appointments in the Second Division of the Secretariat or the First 
Division of attached offices. I have no information in regard to the 
rest. 


(c) Yes, ordinarily. 

(d) Yes, in the ofiices referred to. 

(e) The matter is left to the discretion of Departments, who I 
understand are not overlooking the claims of qualified candidates for 
promotion to the Second Division. 

(/) and (g). Yes. 

{h) and (i). Under the recruitment scheme now in force, a pro- 
portion of vacancies in each Division must be filled by direct recruits. 
The Government of India have given the most careful consideration to 
the claims of qualified candidates serving in Lower Divisions and have 
come to the conclusion that no injustice is done to them by the filling 
of a proportion of vacancies by direct recruitment. Reasonable provi- 
sion exists in the scheme for the promotion or confirmation of existing 
qualified men. 


Government Employees liable to Indian Income-tax. 

1016. *Mr. L. V. Heathcote : (a) How many employees of Govern- 
ment, both Central and Provincial, including those employed by the State 
Railways, who are engaged in civil employment, were declared liable to 
Indian income-tax during either or both of the financial years 1929-30, 
1930-31 1 

(h) How many Government servants in the Army and in the Army 
Department, not included in the number referred to in part {a) above, 
were declared liable to Indian income-tax in either or both of the financial 
years 1929-30, 1930-31 T 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) and (&). A statement 
is laid on the table giving such information as is available. 


statement showing the number of Central Government servants, in Civil employment 
including EaUways and Army Department declared liable to Indian income-tax 
during the financial years 19£9-SO and 19S0-SL 

1929-30. 1930-31. 

1. Central Civil Departments including Railways . . 20,598 22,131 

2. Army Department . . . . . . 16,706 16,451 

Note. — The figures mentioned above are approximately correct, but may not be 
quite coinpletij as they refer only to those from whom tax was deducted at the time of 
the disbursoinent of the salaries and pensions. Information regarding offices under 
Provincial Governments is not available. Their number may be taken as roughly two 
and a half times tliat of the officers in the Civil Departments of the C^entral Govern- 
ment including Railways. 


Recruitments in the Office of the Royal Air Force on the Eve of 

MOVING to Delhi. 

1017. ‘^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur (on behalf of Haji 
Cliaiidhury Muliammad Ismail Khan) : (o) Is it a fact that the Head- 
qnarteis, Royal Air Force, India, have asked for four qualified candidates 
to join on the 7th October, 1931, though the office is moving down to Delhi 
on the 9th October, 1931 ? If so, will Government he pleased to state the 
reasons why those candidates could not be asked to join after the office 
opens in Delhi ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether that would have given 
a saving of Rs, 500 to Government which they are paying, viz., travelling 
allowance to those men and the payment of Delhi camp allowance ? Is it a 
fact that men recruited in Delhi are not entitled to the Delhi camp 
allowance ? If so, why have those men been asked to join on the 7th 
October, 1931 ? 

Mr. O. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. The Public Service Commission 
was asked to direct the clerks to report at Delhi on the 15th October, if 
they were not already employed in Government offices in Simla, and to 
report in Simla, on the 7th October, if they were already so employed. 

{h) No, Sir. If the clerks are already employed in Government 
offices, it will make no difference financially whether they join the Army 
Headquarters in Simla or in Delhi. 

Recruitment and Promotion of Muslims in the Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 

1018. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Will Government be pleased 
to state ; 

(a) the number, in each Division of such Muslim candidates working 
in temporary or officiating capacity, in the Government of 
India Secretariat or attached offices, who have qualified in 
the Public Service Commission or the Staff Selection Board 
examinations held prior to 1931, but have not yei been con- 
firmed in the Division for which they have qualified ; 



1180 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [28tH SePTEMBEB 1931. 

(b) the number of vacancies, in each Division, kept vftdant fbr the 

prospective candidates coming out successful from the 1931 
competitive or qualifying examination ; 

(c) the number of candidates, Muslims and non-Muslims, separately 

ill each Division, who passed the 1931 competitive or qualify- 
ing examination ; 

(d) in the statement below, how the posts in tlie various Divisions 

have been offered to the candidates who have passed in the 
1931 competitive or qualifying examination : — 


Division in 


which passed. 


Muslims 

Non-Muslims 


I Dn. 

II Dn. 

III Dn. 

I Dn. 

II Dn. 
in Dn. 


j Appointment offered in 

Ist Division. 

2nd Division. 

3rd Division. 

.•s 

j 

i 

[ 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Secretariat. 

Secretariat. 


Attached Office. 







(a) the number of posts, in each division, not yet filled in perma- 
nently ? 


The Honourable Sir James Orerar : The information asked for is 
being sent to the Honourable Member separately. 


Recruitment and Promotion of Muslims in the Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 

1019 *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that, 
as a result of the 1931 competitive or qualifying examination, Govern- 
ment could not get an adequate number of Muslim candidates to offer 
them appointments with a view to adjust their poor representation in 
the ministerial establishment of the Government of India offices ? 

(ft) If the reply to (a) above be in the affirmative, are Government 
disposed to consider the advisability of filling in the posts not yet perma- 
nent!} filled in and kept vacant for Muslim candidates, as well as those 
posts likely to fall vacant consequent on the compulsory or voluntary re- 
tireiaein of officials as a result of the retrenchment campaign in vogue, 

(i) confirming Muslim candidates who have qualified themselves 

prior to 1931, and 

(ii) holding a separate competitive examination for Muslims only J 
If not, why not f 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (a) Yes, in respect of the Third 
Division only. 
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(&) I have already explained the orders which have been issued in 
the matter. 

Recruitment and Promotion op Muslims in the Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 

1020. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that 
wlicn a candidate is confirmed in any Division his name is removed from 
the list of candidates kept by the Public Service Commission, irrespective 
of the fact that he has qualified for a Division higher than the one in 
which he has been confirmed ? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, are Govern- 
ment aware of the difficulties with which the candidates especially 
]\riislims, are confronted in securing the oppointmcnt in the Division for 
Avhich they have qualified ? If so, are Government prepared to consider 
the desirability of keeping the names of such candidates on the list referred 
to fibove, till they have been confirmed in the Division for which they have 
qualified ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : With your permission. Sir, I 
propose to reply to questions Nos. 1020 to 1022 together. I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the replies given on 22nd September, 1931, 
to ^Ir. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur's questions Nos. 744 — 746. 


Recruitment and Promotion op Muslims in the Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 

tl021. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (d) Is it a ^ fact that 
the candidates who have passed the 1931 examination have been given per- 
manent appointments, whereas those candidates who have passed similar 
examinations prior to that, are working satisfactorily in the offices, and 
have years experience at their credit, are still working in temporary or 
officiating capacity ? 

(6) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment please state the reasons why such a preferential treatment has been 
meted out to the new entrants ? 

Recruitment and Promotion op Muslims in the Secretariat and 

Attached Offices. 

tl022. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : (a) Is it a fact that 
orders have been issued by the Government of India that in regard to the 
passed candidates who will not be given permanent appointments ^or will 
aot be confirmed) up to a specified limit (up to 30th September, 1931, for 
the present) the fact of their having passed the prescribed test will be con- 
sidered as null and void i 

(i) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, are Govern- 
^mit disposed to confirm Muslim candidates who have qualified themselves 
^rior to 1931 immediately^ so that they may not be affected adversely by the 
aiders referred to above, after 30th September, 1931 ? If not, why not ? 

tPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1020. 
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Glebical Establishment op the Bailway Boabd. 

1023. *Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Aaim : Will Govemment please 
lay down particulars of the clerical establishment of the Railway Board 
office in the statements A and B below ? — 

A 


Statement showing strength of clerical establishment of the Railway Board 
office at the end of each of the last five years. 



31-3-27. 

31-3-28. 1 

31-3-29. 31-3-30. 

1 

31-3-31. 

I 

II ni 

I 

II 

m! 

! 

I 

II ! Ill 1 

1 ! 

I 

II 

Ill 

I 

II 

Ill 

A 

Dn. Dn. 


Dn. 

Dn. 


Dn. jDn. j 


Dn. 

Dn. 


Dn. 

Dn. 

Permanent — 

(i) Total No. of employees 

in each Division. 

(ii) No. of Muslim emplo- 
yees in each Division. 

Temporary — 

(t) Total No. of employees 

in each Division. 

(u) No. of Muslim emplo- 
yees in each Division. 

i 

1 

1 






i 

j 

1 









B 


Statement Shomng vacancies occurred and filled in in the clerical establish- 
ment of the Railway Board office during the last five years. 



1926-27, 

1927-28. 

1928-29. 

1929-30. 1 

1930-31. 

— 

I 

II 

m 

I 

II 

raj 

I 

II 

ml 

1 

1 

ij 

II 

ni! 

i 

I 

III 

1 

1 

III 



Dn. 

Dn. 

& 

Dn. 

1 

Dn. 

1 

1 

& 

i 

1 

Dn. 

Dn. 'i 

s' 

i 

Dn. 

Dn. i 

s 

Q 

1 

Dn. |Dn. 

Permanent — 

(t) Total No. of vacancies 

occurred in each Divi- 
sion. 

(u) No. of vacancies filled 
by Muslims in each 
IMvision. 

Temporary — 

(t) Total No. of vacancies 
occurred in each Divi- 
sion. 

<it) No. of vacancies filled 
in by Muslims. 



1 






i 

1 

L 




i 

i 

j 

1 



Mr. Jii A, L. Paraons : A statement is being sent to the Honourabl< 
Member. 
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Cadres in the Postal Department in Burma. 

1024. '^Mr. Mubammad Anwar-iil-Azim : (a) Will Governmeut be 
pleased to state whether prior to 1st January, 1930, all appointments in the 
grade of Rs. 250—350 in the Rangoon General Post OflSce, Burma Mofussil 
Post OfSces and the Circle Office were on a common cadre ? Were such 
appointments interchangeable ? 

(6) Is it a fact that an official in the grade of Rs. 250— -350 cither from 
the Rangoon General Post Office or Burma Mofussil Post Office was liable 
to ])e transferred to the Circle Office without any prejudice to his future 
prospects ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Circle Office was made a self-contained cadre 
and was separated from the rest of the Post Office and R. M. S. with effect 
from the 1st January, 1930 f 

(d) Is it not the policy of Government to protect an official from any 
adverse effect arising out of an administrative arrangement ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Yes. 

(b) Liability to transfer between the units mentioned by the Honour- 
able Member existed. Prospects were as they existed at the time. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Instructions were issued on the occasion referred to in part (o) 
that, if any individual case merited special consideration, it should be 
reported in detail by the Postmaster General for orders. 

Allegations against an Executive Engineer of the Public Works 

Department, Delhi. 

1025. ’^Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : With reference to 
th(3 reply given by Government on the 23rd March, 1931, to Sir Muham- 
mad Yakub ^s cpiestions Nos. 1086 and 1091 during the last Delhi Session 
of this House, will Government be pleased to state whether the said ques- 
tions were referred to the Central Public Works Department ? If so, will 
Government place on the table the explanation received ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The questions were referred to the Chief Engi- 
neer, Central Public Works Department. No explanations were called 
for, as it was not necessary to do so. 

Transfer op Dr. Deish, Assistant Surgeon, Combined Hospital, 

New Delhi. 

1026. ^Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Will Government 
please state if Dr. Deish, the New Delhi Assistant Surgeon, who has served 
for ten years in the Combined Hospital, New Delhi, has been transferred in 
pursuance of the promise held out by Government at the last session of 
the Assembly that steps were being taken to have him transferred f 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Man Sir Fazl-i-Husain : It is not a 

fact that Dr. Deish, Assistant Surgeon, New Delhi, has been serving for ten 
years in the Combined Hospital or that any promise was made during the 
last session of the House that steps were being taken to have him trans- 
ferred. What was said was that the question of his transfer would be con- 
sidered in due course. That promise will be kept. 
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Partnership in an Electrical Firm op the Executive Engineer, VII 
Project Division, New Delhi. 

1027. *Mr. MnhanunBid Mn&szain 8&hib Bfthadiir : WiU Oovcrnment 
state if it is a fact that Mr. Soi, Executive Engineer, VII Project Division, 
is a partner in an electrical firm in Bombay I Is it a fact that electrical 
goods have been ordered from this film for Government use ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The reply to the first part of the question is in 
the negative. The second part does not arise. 

Power House Superintendents in New Delhi. 

1028. *Mr. Mtihammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Is it a fact that 
there are two Power House Superintendents in New Delhi t Are Govern- 
ment prepared to consider the necessity of engaging one whole-time quali- 
fied Superintendent ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : No. There is one Superintendent, and an Assist- 
ant Superintendent. The existing staff is considered adequate. 

Quantity op .Electrical Goods booked and used for the General Post 
Office, Kashmir Gate, Delhi. 

1029. *Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur ; Will Government 
please state what quantity of conduit .and other electrical goods were 
charged and booked against the work of installing electric light and fan 
points in the new building of the General Post Office, Kashmir Gate, Delhi ? 
Is it a fact that far less quantity than was ordered was actually used ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : Enquiry is being made and the information will 
be supplied to the Honourable Member separately. 

Alleged Sale of Coal from the Power House in New Delhi. 

1030. *Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Are Government 
aware that large quantities of coal from the Power House, Public Works 
Department, New Delhi, are being sold privately in the bazaar and that a 
portion is being privately utilised by some of the VII Division staff ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Government have no information. 

Maintenance of Electric Installations and Road Lighting in Old 

Delhi. 

1031. *Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Is it a fact that 
in the absence of Mr. Prabhu the work of maintenance of electric installa- 
tions and road lighting in Old Delhi was recently in charge of one electric 
assistant only and is it a fact that now there are two highly paid men ? 
If so, do Government propose to reduce the expenditure ^ 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The reply is in the negative. 

Bepiiesentation op Communities in the Office op the Executive Engi- 
neer, VII Division, New Delhi. 

1032. *lfr. Miilutinmad Mnazzam Sabib Bahadur : Will Government 
state bow the several communities are represented in the office of tbe 
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Sxecutivs Ei^aeer, yil Division, New Delhi, and on the outdoor work 
connected therewith ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : As regards office staff, the numbers are : Hindus 
thirteen, Muslims six, Sikhs six, Indian Christians none, total 25 ; while 
the corresponding numbers in the case of outdoor staff are 132, 41, 45, 4 
and 222, respectively. But I may remind the Honourable Member that the 
staff is only part of a common cadre. 

Working Hours in the Secretariat. 

1033. *Maulyi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : Will Government be 
pleased to state as to : 

(a) what the working hours in the Secretariat are ; 

(h) whether they are uniform or vary in the several Branches of the 
Secretariat ; 

i[c) whether it is a fact that in many Branches of the Secretariat 
the clerks are obliged to work for 9 or 10 hours a day ; and 

(d) whether they are prepared to issue orders that the circular 
setting forth working hours is acted up to ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) and {h). The question of 
office hours is, within limits, one for each Department to decide for itself 
hut generally the prescribed hours of work in the Secretariat are from 
10-30 A.M. to 4-30 P.M. except on Saturdays when the hours are usually 
10-30 A.M. to 2 P.M. 

(c) It sometimes happens that in the exigencies of the public service, 
members of the office staff are required to work longer hours than those 
mentioned. 

(d) No, Sir. 

Abolition of the Post of Assistant Superintendent of Education, 

Ajmer-Merwara. 

1034. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; (a) Is it a fact that 
as long as Mr. Watkins remained the Superintendent of Education for 
Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara there was no Assistant Superintendent of Edu- 
cation foi’ Ajmer-Merwara ? 

(6) Will Government please state if it is a fact that some one was 
appointed as Assistant Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara, 
after tho abolition of the post of the whole-time Superintendent of Educa- 
tion for Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara in 1922 J 

(c) Is it a fact that on the appointment of a whole-time Superin- 
tendent of Education for Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Central India in 
April 1931, the post of the Assistant Superintendent of Education, Delhi, 
^as abolished ? 

(d) Will Government please state whether, in these days of extreme 
hnaneial stringency and on the appointment of a whole-time Superin- 
tendent of Education, Government propose to consider the abolition of 
tae post of Assistant Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara ? If 
iiot, why not ? 
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(e) If the reply to part (d) above is in the negative, will Oovernment 
please state why they abolished the post of the Assistant Superintendent 
of Education, Delhi, after the appointment of the whole-time Superin- 
tendent of Education ? 

The Honourable Rhjm Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a) and 

(c). Yes. 

(6) The post of whole-time Superintendent of Education for Delhi 
and Ajmer-Merwara was held in abeyance from 1923 to 1931, while the 
post of Assistant Superintendent of Education in Ajmer-Merwara was 
created in 1925. 

(d) Government have considered the suggestion and have come to 
the conclusion that the retention of the post is necessary. 

(e) It was decided to abolish the post of Assistant Superintendent of 
Education, Delhi, as the whole-time Superintendent of Education for 
Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Central India has his headquarters at Delhi, 
and the retention of the former post at Delhi could not in consequence 
be justified. The conditions at Ajmer-Merwara are quite different. It 
is essential that a wholetimc oftlcer, such as the Assistant Superintendent 
of Education, should be on the spot for ready consultation by the local 
authorities in educational matters. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : With regard to part (h) of the question 
in which a recommendation has been made for the abolition of the post 
of Assistant Superintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara, may I know 
if the post is held by a Muslim or a non-Muslim ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : It is very 
difficult for me to carry in my head the officers in my Department and the 
communities to which they belong. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : Is the Honourable Member aware that the 
post is held by Mr. Joshi who is a Hindu ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : No. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Is it a fact that there never was a whole- 
time appointment of Assistant Superintendent of Education for Delhi 
and that the Headmaster of a High School at Delhi was appointed As- 
sistant Superintendent to do the work of that appointment in addition 
to his work as Headmaster ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : It is quite 
possible. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda ; Is it also a fact that the Superintendent 
of Education has all along been located at Delhi, and that even when the 
Educational Commissioner to the Government of India, was ex-officio 
Superintendent of Ajmer-Merwara and Delhi, he had his headquarters 
at Delhi and paid only furtive visits to Ajmer, probably for three or four 
days in a year ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I should 
have expected that. 

Inspection of Schools in Ajmer-Merwara. 

1035. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; (a) Will Govern- 
ment please place on the table of the House a list of recognised schools in 
Ajmer-Merwara f 

(h) Is it a fact that the Assistant Superintendent of Education, 
Ajmer-Merwara, does not inspect the Primary Schools ! 
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(c) Is it also a fact that the Assistant Superintendent of Education, 
Ajmer-Merwara, does not inspect the High Schools in Ajmer-Merwara T 

(d) Will Government please state the duties of the Assistant Sup- 
erintendent of Education, Ajmer-Merwara 1 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : (a) A list 
of all schools recognised in Ajmer-Merwara on the 1st April, 1931, is 
placed on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) The Assistant Superintendent of Education assists the Superin- 
tendent of Education in the inspection of High Schools. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


List of all recognised colleges and schools in Ajmer-Merwara and along the Bailway 
line in Bajputana, posted up to April 1st, 19S1, 


No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of School. 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

Ajmer 

Oovernment Colleges, 
Government College . . 

Aided Colleges, 

B.A., B.Sc. 


1 

Do. .. 

Beawar . . 

S. D. Inter College in Commerce 

C.D. 





Oovernjnent A, V, High School 
for Males, 



1 

Do. .. 

Ajmer 

Government High School 

X 


2 

Do. . . 

Do. .. 

Moinia Islamia High School • . 

X 





Aided A, V, High Schools for 
Males, 



1 

Do. . , 

Do. 

D. A. A. V. High School 

X 


2 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Husband Memorial High School 

X 


3 

Do. . . 

Do. 

Oswal Jain High School 

X 


4 

Do. .. 

Nasirabad 

Cantonment Mission High School 

X 


5 

Do. .. 

Beawar . . 

Mission High School 

X 


6 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Sanatan Dharma High School 

X 


7 

Sirohi 

Abu Road • 

Railway A. V. High School 

X 





Aided High School for Indian 
Females, 



1 

Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

! Do. .. 

~T ni-w 

Ajmer .. 

Nasirabad 

Sophia High School . . 

Christian Girls A. V. Middle 
School. .. 

IX 

X 

Cambridge 
Junior and Se- 
nior and High 
School Exa- 
minations. 
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No. 

District. 

Locality. 

Name of School. 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

,4 

5 

6 




Aided European High School for 
Malea. 



1 

Ajmer- 

Merwara 

Ajmer . . 

St. Anselm’s High School 

Aided European High School for 
Fenudea, 

X 

Senior Cam- 
bridge exami- 
nation. 

1 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Convent High School 

Technical School, 

X 

Senior Cam- 
bridge exa- 
mination. 

1 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Railway Technical School 

Aided A. V, Middle Schools for 
Males, 


Candidates 
work as paid 
apprentice for 
Railway em- 
ployment only. 

1 

Do. . . 

Do. 

Railway Adler School 

VI 


2 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Agarwal Pathshala . . 

V 


3 

Do, .. 

Kckri 

Municipal A. V. Middle School 

VIII 


4 

Rajputana 

Mt. Abu . . 

Walter A. V. Middle School . . 

VIII 


5 

Jaipur 

Bandikhui 

Railway A. V. Middle School . . 

VIII 


6 1 

Do. . . 

Phulera . . 

Ditto 

VIII 


7 


Nasirabad 

Veoparik Pathshala . . 

VllI 





Aided A, V, Middle School for 
Females, 



1 

Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

Ajmer 

U, F, C, Mission School for 
Females, 

VI 


2 

Do. .. 

Ajmer 

M. E. Mission 

VI 





Oovemment Vernacular Middle 
Schodfor Males. 



1 

Do. .. 

Pushkar . . 

Vernacular Secondary School . . 

VII 


2 

Do. .. 

Pisangan 

Ditto 

VII 


3 

Do. .. 

Bhinai .. 

Ditto 

VII 


4 

Do. .. 

Sawar . . 

Ditto 

VII 


6 

Do. .. 

Saradhna 

Ditto 

vn 


6 

Do. .. 

Deolai .. 

Ditto 

vn 
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District. 

2 


Ajmer- 
Merwara. 
Do. . . 

Do. .. 

Do. .< 

Do. ., 

Do. . 

Do. . 


Do. . 
Do. . 

1 Do. . 

1 Do. . 

2 Do. . 

3 Do. . 

4 Do. . 

5 Do. . 

1 

2 Sirohi 

3 

4 Jaipur 



Locality. 

Name of School. 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

3 

4 

6 

1 

Oovemment VernactUar Middle 
SchocHe for Medea — oontd. 


Shreenagar 

Vemaoular Secondary, School 

VII 

Jalia 

Ditto 

VII 

Masuda . . 

Ditto 

VII 

Bhim 

Ditto 

VII 

Harmara 

Ditto 

VII 

Ajmer 

Model School, Mirshali 

VII 


Oovemment A . F. Middle School 
for Femalesm 


Do. 

Central Girls’ School 

VIII 


! Aided Vernacular Middle Schools 
; for Males, 


Beawar . . 

1 

, Mission Vernacular Final School 

VII 

Ajmer 

' Saidia Vernacular Middle School 

VI 


{ Recognised Vernooular Middle 
i School for Males. 


Beawar . . 

; Holland Municipal Middle School 

1 

1 Vll 


i Aided Vernacular Middle Schools 
: for Females. 


Ajmer 

1 Arya Putri Pathshala 

VI 

Nasirabad 

j Christian Girls’ Vernacular Boar- 
1 ding School 

VI 

Beawar . . 

! 

Mission Girls’ School, Piplia Baz- 
ar. 

VI 

Beawar . . 

Society Girls’ School 

I VI 

Ajmer 

Sri Savitri Kanya Pathshala . . 

VI 


Aided European Prima/ry Schools 
{for both sexes). 


Ajmer 

Railway European School 

IV 

Abu Road 

Ditto 

IV 

(Bandikui) 

Ditto 

IV 

rPhulera 

\Gangapur. 

^ Ditto 

IV 
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No. 

1 


1 


1 


1 

2 

.3 

4 

5 

6 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


District. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Ajmer- 

Ajmer 

Gtmrnm&td Vemocukzr and A. F. 
Training School for Males, 
Government Normal School . . 

Merwara. 

Do. . 

Beawar 

Recognised Training School for 
Males, 

Mission Training School 

Do. . . 

Nasirabad 

Recognised Training School for 
Females, 

Christian Girls* Boarding Train- 

Do. .. 

Ajmer . . 

ing School 

Government Vernacular Primary 
Schools for Males, 

Model School, Mirshali (Aj- 

Do. .. 

Ararka . . 

mer Circle). 

Vernacular Primary School . . 

Do. .. 

Bhinai . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Brikchiawas 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Bandanwa- 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

ra. 

Bhanvta . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Beer 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Bergaon . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Barli 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Bajta 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Bogla 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Baghera . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Bithur . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Bagsuri .. 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Chachiawaa 

Ditto 

Do. . . 

Chanpaneri 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Deoli 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Deolia . . 

Ditto 

Do. . . 

Dhani 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Dhundri . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Dabrela . . 

Ditto 

Do. 

Deogan . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Dantra . . 

Ditto 

Do. .. 

Dcranthu 

Ditto 


Highest 

standard 

taught. 

5 


V.T.C. 

&C.T. 


P.T.C. 


V.T.C. 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 


Remarks. 

6 
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JJo. 

1 

District. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

5 

Remarks. 

6 




Oovemment Vermcular Primary 
School for AfoZcs— contd. 



25 

Ajmer-Mer- 

Govindgarh 

Vernacular Primary School 

•• 

IV 


26 

vara. 

Do. .. 

Gagwada. . 

Do. 


IV 


27 

Do. .. 

Ghatiali .. 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


28 

Do. .. 

Goela 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


29 

Do. .. 

Gulgaon .. 

Do. 


IV 


30 

Do. . . 

Gola 

Do. 


IV 


31 

Do. .. 

Harmara 

Do. 


IV 


32 

Do. .. 

Thilawara 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


33 

Do. .. 

Jonia 

Do. 


IV 


34 

Do. .. 

Jhipian . . 

Do. 


IV 


35 

Do. .. 

Jethana .. 

Do. 


IV 


36 

Do. . . 

Kadera . . 

Do. 


IV 


37 

Do .. 

Khawas .. 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


38 

Do. .. 

Karel 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


39 

Do. .. 

Karonj . . 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


40 

Do. .. 

Kalesra 

Do. 


IV 


41 

Do. .. 

Kerote . . 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


42 

Do. .. I 

Kanpura 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


43 

Do. . . 

Kharekri 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


44 

Do. .. 

Kumharia 

Do. 


IV 


45 

Do. .. 

Khanpura 

Do. 


IV 


46, 

1 

Do. . . , 

Kekri 

Do. 

• • 

IV 


47 

Do. .. 

Mahrun .. 

Do. 

• • 

IV 


48 

Do. .. 

Makrera .. 

Do. 

• • 

IV 


49 

Do. .. 

Nagelao .. 

Do. 


IV 


50 

Do. . . 

Nareli 

Do. 


IV 


51 

Do. .. 

Nyaraii .. 

Do. 

•• 

IV 


52 

Do. .. 

Kaod . . 

Do. 

• • 

IV 
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No. 

1 

District. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

6 

53 

Ajmer-Mer- 

Nandsi . . 

OovemmeiU Vernacular Primary 
School for Jfolea— oontd. 
Vernacular Primary School . . 

IV 

54 


Nagola . . 

Do 

IV 

55 

■■ 

Pushkar . . 

Do 

IV 

56 

Do. .. 

Pisangan 

Do 

IV 

57 

Do. .. 

Piplaj 

Do 

IV 

58 

Do. .. 

Pranhera.. 

Do 

IV 

59 

Do. .. 

Paran 

Do 

IV 

m 

Do. .. 

Picholian 

Do 

IV 

61 

Do. .. 

Ramser .. 

Do 

IV 

62 

Do. .. 

Rajgarh .. 

Do 

IV 

63 

Do. .. 

Rajosi . . 

Do 

IV 

64 

Do. .. 

Singawal 

Do 

IV 

65 

Do. .. 

Sanod 

Do 

IV 

66 

Do. .. 

Sarana . . ^ 

Do 

IV 

67 

Do. .. 

Sarandhna 

Do 

IV 

68 

Do. .. 

Shreenagar 

Do 

IV 

69 

Do. .. 

Satawaria 

Do 

IV 

70 

Do. .. 

Sadara . . 

Do 

IV 

71 

Do. .. 

Tanthoti 

Do 

IV 

72 

Do. .. 

Tabiji 

Do 

IV 

73 

Do. .. 

Tihari . . 

Do 

IV 

74 

Do. .. 

Taragarh.. 

Do 

IV 

75 

Do. .. 

Tilonia . . 

Do. 

IV 

76 

Do. .. 

Untra 

Do 

IV 

77 

Do. .. 

Andhiderri 

Do 

IV 

78 

Do. .. 

Bhim 

Do 

IV 

79 

Do. .. 

Baghana 

Do 

IV 

80 

Do. .. 

Baiar 

Do 

IV 

81 

Do. .. 

Barakhan 

i 

Do 

IV 
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No. 

1 

Birtriot. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

6 

Hemarksr 

6 

82 

Ajmer- 

MArwA.rsi.. 

Barakhera 

Oovemment Vernacular Primary 
School for ifafea— contd. 

Vernacular Primary School . . 

IV i 


83 

Do. . . 

Bali 

Do. 

IV } 


84 

Do. .. 

Baral 

Do. 

IV 1 


85 

Do. .. 

Biliawas . . 

Do 

IV 


86 

Do. .. 

Bijainagar 

Do. 

IV 


87 

Do. . . 

Bar 

Do. 

IV 


88 

Do. .. 

Baylan . . 

Do. 

IV 


89 

Do. .. 

Ghhapli .. 

Do. 

IV 


90 

Do. .. 

Ghitar .. 

Do. 

IV 


91 

Do. .. 

Ghang 

Do. 

IV 


92 

Do. . . 

Dawer 

Do. 

IV 


93 

Do. .. 

Dewanta 

Do. • • * . 

IV 


94 

Do. .. 

Delwara .. 

Do. 

IV 


95 

Do. . « 

Durgawas 

Do. . . . . 

IV 


96 

Do. .. 

Hanntiya 

Do. 

IV 


97 

Do. .. 

Jhak 

Do. 

IV 


98 

Do. . . 

Jaitgarh . . 

Do. • • • • 

IV 


99 

Do. . . 

Jalia 

Do. • • • . 

IV 


100 

Do. .. 

Jamola . . 

Do. 

IV 


101 

Do. . . 

Jawaja . . 

Do. 

IV 


102 

Do. .. 

Kachhbali 

Do. 

IV 


103 

Do. . . 

Kotra 

Do 

IV 


104 

Do. .. 

Kiikia .. 

Do. 

IV 


105 

Do. . . 

Kalalia .. 

Do. 

IV 

1 


106 

Do. .. 

Kaldeh .. 

Do. 

IV 


107 

Do. .. 

Kukerkhera i 

Do. 

IV 


108 

Do. .. 

Kabra . . 

Do 

IV 


109 

Do. . . 

Kirap 

Do. . • • . 

IV 


110 

Do. .. 

Kharwa .. 

Do. . . • • 

IV 
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No. 

1 

Distrlot. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

5 

111 

■ 

Kania 

QfmmvMinA Vernacular Primary 
School for conoid. 

Vemaonlar Primary School . . 

IV 

112 

Merwara. 
Do. .. 

Liri 

Do 

IV 

113 

Do. .. 

Lotiana .. 

Do 

IV 

114 

Do. .. 

Lulwa . . 

Do 

IV 

115 

Do. .. 

Lakhagada 

Do 

IV 

116 

Do. .. 

Lamba • . 

Do 

IV 

117 

Do. .. 

Miyalakhet 

Do 

IV 

118 

Do. .. 

Masoda .. 

Do 

IV 

110 

Do. . . 

Mangarh 

Do. 

IV 

120 

Do. .. 

Naikalan 

Do 

IV 

121 

Do. .. 

Nandwara 

Do 

' IV 

122 

Do. .. 

Nayagaon 

Do 

IV 

123 

Do. .. 

Pipli 

Do 

IV 

124 

Do. .. 

Bajiawas. . 

Do 

IV 

125 

Do. .. 

Rawatmal 

Do 

IV 

126 

Do. .. 

Ramgarh 

Do 

IV 

127 

Do. .. 

Rupnagar 

Do 

IV 

128 

Do. .. 

Sawar 

Do 

IV 

129 

Do. .. 

Sathana .. 

Do 

IV 

130 

Do. .. 

Saroth . . 

Do 

IV 

131 

Do. .. 

Shyamgarh 

Do 

IV 

132 

Do. .. 

Shikhari . . 

Do 

IV 

133 

Do. .. 

Sendra . . 

Do 

IV 

134 

Do. .. 

Sheopura 

Do 

IV 

135 

Do. .. 

Sarmalian 

Do 

IV 

136 

Do. .. 

Tikarwas. . 

Do 

IV 

187 

Do. .. 

Toghi 

Do 

IV 

138 

Do. . . 

Taragarh 

Do 

IV 
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1U6 



1 ^ 0 . l>i8triot. Locality. 




Pushkar 


Masuda . . 
Kekri 
Shrinagar 
Pisangan. . 
Barar 


Sawar , . 
Bhinai . , 
Harmara 
Bijainagar 
Todgarh . . 


Name of School. 


Females, 

Government Vernacular Girls* 
Primary School 


Do. .. 


Recognised Primary Schools, 

(Aided by Government or Local 
Board.) 


Highest 

standard 

taught. 

6 




Ajmer Cir- 
cle. 


D. A. A. V. Primary School . . 

Husband Memorial Primary 
School. 

Railway Adler Primary School 

Agrawal Primary School 

Oswal Primary School 

Madarsa Himayatul Islam 

Madarsa Moinul Islam 
(Akbari Mosjid). 

Islamia Moinia Dargah Orphan- 
age. Primary School. 

Saidia Primary School 

Gujrati Primary School 

Gulab Bari Primary School . . 

Mission Primary Schools (4) . . 


Remarks. 

6 
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No. 

1 

District. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

6 

Remarks. 

6 




Recognised Primary Schools — 

contd. 

(Aided by Government or Local 
Board.) 


’ 

13 

Ajmer- 

Merwara. 

Beawar . . 

Mission Primary School 

II 


14 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Sanatan Dharma Primary School 

11 


16 

Do. .. 

Todgarh . . 

Mission Primary School 

IV 


16 

Do. .. 

Beawar . . 

Shanti Jain Primary School . . 

IV 


17 

Do. .. 

Merrrara 

Circle. 

Mission Primary Schools (8) . . 

IV 


18 

Do. .. 

Nasirabad 

Circle. 

Mission Primary Schools (9) . . 

IV 


19 

Do. .. 

Nasirabad 

Vioparik Primary School 

II 


20 

Do. .. 

Do. .. 

Mission Primary School 

II 


21 

Do. .. 

Do. .. 

D. A. V. Primary School 

II 


22 

Sirohi 

Abu Road 

Railway Primary School 

II 


23 

Jaipur . . 

Gangapur 

Do. 

IV 


24 

Do. 

Bandikui. . 

Do. 

11 


26 

Do. 

Phulera . . 

Do. 

Females. . 

II 


1 

Ajmer-Mar- 
. wara. 

Ajmer 

Railway Adler Girls* Primary 
School. 

IV 


2 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Sophia Girls’ Primary School . . 

II 


3 

Do. . . 

Do. 

Sultania Girls* Primary School 

IV 


4 

Do. 

Do. 

Savitri Primary School 

11 


6 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Moinia Girls’ Primary School . . 

11 


6 

Do. .. 

Do. 

M. £. Mission Primary School 

11 


7 


Do. 

Drynan Repressed class primary 
School. 

11 


8 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Lakhan Kotri Primary School. . 

II 


9 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Sita Kanya Primary School . . 

IV 


10 

Do. .. 

Beawar 

Mission Primary School (Suraj- 
pole). 

IV 


11 

Do. . . 

Nasirabad 

Kanya Pathshala 

IV 


12 

Jaipur . . 

Bandikui. . 

Railway Indian Girls’ Primary 
School. 

IV 


13 

Sirohi 

Abu Road 

! 

Do. 

IV 
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District. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of School. 

4 

Ajmer-Mer- 

Ajmer 

Municipal Schools, Males, 

Moinia Islamia Primary School 

wara. 



Do. .. 

Do. 

City Vernacular Primary School 

Do. .. 

Beawar . . 

Holland Municipal Primaiy 

Do. .. 

Do. 

School. 

Municipal Primary School 

Do. .. 

Do. 

(Shahpura). 

Municipal Primary School 

Do. ,. 

Do. 

(Surajpore). 

Municipal !^imary School 

Do. .. 

Do. 

(Bicharli). 

Night school (Bicharli) 

Ajmer-Mer 

Ajmer 

Pemalss. 

Municipal Qirls’ Primary School 

wara. 


(Naya Bazar) 

Do. .. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Do. 

(Mohalla Hindu Mochian). 

Municipal Girls’ Primary School 

Do. . . 

Do. 

(Diggi Bazar). 

Municipal Girls’ Primary School 

Do. .. 

Do. .. 

(Nagra). 

Municipal Girls’ Primary School 

Ajmer Mer- 

Somalpur 

(Khari Kunwa). 

Indigenous Schools aided by Local 
Board, 

Muslim League Primary School 

wara. 



Do. .. 

Rasulpur. . 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Hatundi 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Ajesar 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Makupura 

Do. 

Do. . . 

Madarpura 

Hindu Sabha Primary School . . 

Do. .. 

Atitmand . 

• Do. 

Do. .. 

Athun . . 

Do. 

Do. .. 

Jethana .. 

Adult Night School 

Do. .. 

Bhim 

Do. 

Do. .. . 

Jalia 

Do. 


Highest 

standard Remarks, 
taught. 

5 6 


IV 

IV 

II 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

IV 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

IV 

IV 

IV 
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No. 

1 

District. 

2 

Locality. 

3 

Name of school. 

4 

Highest 

standard 

taught. 

5 

Bemarks 

6 

12 

Ajmer-Mer- 

Kukra . . 

Indigenous Schools aided by Local 
Board — contd. 

Adult Night School 

IV 

1 

13 

wara. 

Do. .. 

Jawaja . . 

1 

Do. 

IV 


14 

Do. . . 

Bhawani- 

St. Martin Mission Primary 

IV 


15 

Do. .. 

khera. 

Bhadole . . 

School. 

Mission Primary School 

II 


16 

Do. . . 

Dorai 

Do. 

II 


1 

Ajmer Mer- 

Ajmer 

Oriental Institutions. 

(Aided by local Boards.) 

Sanskrit Hitaishni Pathshala . . 


Prathma and 

2 

wara. 

Do. .. 

Beawar . . 

Sanskirit Pathshala 


Madhya ma 
exam i n a- 

3 

Do. . . 

Nasirabad 

Do. 


tiODS of 

Benares 

4 

Do. . . 

Pushkar . . 

Do. 

•• 

Hindu Uni- 
versity. 


Statement showing the duties assigned to the Assistant Superintendent of Education^ 

Ajmer-Merwara, 

1. Signing the pay, contingent and travelling bills of the Sub-Deputy Inspector, 
-Office and aU the Government Primary and Middle Schools as well as of the Government 
Normal School, Ajmer. 

2. Grant of leave, casual and otherwise, to the officials given in paragraph 1 above, 
within the sanctioned allotment for travelling allowance and leave salary. 

8. Disposal of miscellaneous papers referring to the Indian Aided High, Middle and 
Primary Schools, for boys and girls. 

4. Appointing menials in the Government Middle and Primary Schools within the 
sanctioned pay. 

5. Appointing teachers in Government Middle and Primary Schools up to and 
including Bs. 30 per mensem and with the concurrence of the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion above Bs. 30 per mensem. 

C. All cases dealing with transfer of boys from one school to another. 

7. Inspection of all the Indian Government and aided schools, males and females 
except Government College, Government High School, Moinia Islamia High School and 
‘Government Normal School. 

8. All correspondence in connection with the middle school examination of boys and 
girls, the Vernacular Teachers' Certificate Examination and the Normal School 
Examination. 

0. Preparation of Educational Budget subject to the approval of the Superin- 
tendent of Education. 

10. Preparation of educational returns and draft report. 

11. Preparation of draft progress report for submission to Commissioner. 

12. Becognition of schools and inter-school rules except that the recognition of 
High Schools may be made with the previous sanction of the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion. 
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13. The disposal of routine and miscellaneous questions, i^,, circulation of routine 
orders received from the Accountant General, Central Revenues, etc. 

14. Calculation of grants-in-aid to Indian aided schools. 

15. Signing bill and issuing cheque for Kekri school. 

16. Papers regarding construction and repairs of all the schools except Government 
High Schools. 

17. Diary of Sub-Deputy Inspector of Schools. 

18. All other miscellaneous work in connection with the Indian Government and 
M. B. Middle and Primary Schools and aided schools. 

19. All letters to the Local Government asking for orders and sanction to matters 
in connection with Government middle and primary schools will be sent by tho 
Superintendent of Education. Tho Assistant Superintendent will submit to the 
Superintendent the complete file or files together with proposed drafts. 

20. Appointments in all Vernacuhir Schools for boys up to Rs. 40 per mensem. 

21. Control of accounts and correspondence due to the centralisation of work in 
Ajmer in 1927. 


Audit Schemes. 

103G. *Maiilvi Sayyid Murtnza Salieb Babadur : (a) Is it a fact that 

the local audit scheme has already failed ? 

(h) What are the causes of its failure ? 

(c) Has any improvement been made under the new scheme ? 

(d) If so, what are they ? 

(e) Do Government propose to resort to the old system of check, i.e., 
on inward basis ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (h). No. The scheme has not been 
abandoned in the main, but that part of it which required group ac- 
counts ofSces at various centres of a railway has been discontinued, as 
it was possible to carry on further experiment with the main features 
of the scheme in a centralised office at less cost than in a group of 
separate accounts offices. 

(c) and (d). The Local Traffic Accounts scheme was introduced as 
an experimental measure on the North Western Railway and other State- 
managed Railways with a view mainly to : 

(i) effect an early check of invoices by the accounts staff and 
thereby reduce station outstandings ; 

(ti) relieve the station staff of accounts work and thereby reduce 
station establishment ; 

(iii) expedite the closing of the accounts ; and 

(iv) effect economy in expenditure by avoiding duplication of 

work. 

(e) The experiment is still continuing with su,itable modifications on 
the North Western Railway, and no final decision has yet been arrived 
at. 


Appointment of Clerks in the Office of the Development Commissioner 
OF the North West Frontier Province. 

1037. •Mauivi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Baliadur : (a) WiU Govern- 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that ; 

(i) certain appointments were created for the office of the Deve- 
lopment Commissioner of the North West Frontier Province ; 
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(ii) several senior Muslim clerks submitted applications for the 
appointments, and 

(iti) they were filled up by selecting non-Muslim junior clerks ? 

(6) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state why 

(i) no consideration was given to the claims of the senior Muslims, 

and 

(ii) no competitive examination was held to secure the services of 

the best men 1 

Mr. E. B. Howell : The information required has been called for and 
will be supplied to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Eeview op Communal Inequalities in the North-West Frontier 

Province. 

1038. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; With reference to the 

given by Government to question No. 236 (regarding interpretation 
of the term minority community as applicable to the North West Frontier 
Province) asked on the 2nd March, 1931, by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihud- 
din, will Government be pleased to state if the review declared by Govern- 
ment to be still being made in regard to the effect of the orders of the 5th 
February, 1926, relating to communal inequalities, has now been completed 
and final conclusions arrived at ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : The necessary material for the 
review was complete bnly recently. The Government of India hope 
shortly to be in a position to arrive at their conclusions in the matter. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Military Accounts Department. 

1039. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (1) With reference 
to the reply given by Government to question No. 208, asked by Khan 
Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin, in the Legislative Assembly on the 17th Feb- 
ruary, 1931, regarding the preponderance of non-Muslims in the Military 
Accounts Department in India, will Government be pleased to state if it is 
a fact that : 

(a) the total strength of the establishment in the Military Accounts 
Department in India, as it stood on the 28th March, 1930, 
was as follows : — 



No. of Mus- 

No. of non- 

Percentage of 

Name of Post. 

lims. 

Muslims. 

Muslims. 

Clerks 

316 

! 

3,404 

8-5 

Aoooimtants 

23 

444 

4-9 

Deputy Assistant Controllers 

3 

97 

3 


(b) Government issued instructions in the abovementioned Depart- 
*ment from time to time regarding adequate representation 
of each community ; 
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(c) the Establishment Officer, Government of India, Army Depart*^ 

ment, issued Circular letter No. 33346-1 (A.D.), dated the 
19th November, 1926, to dl Heads of Military Departments 
directing them occasionally to examine the communal compo- 
sition of their respective offices and to give adequate repre- 
sentation to members of such communities as have been less 
represented ; 

(d) In reply given to a question asked by Mr. A. H. Ghaznavi, 

M.L.A., in the Delhi Session of 1930, regarding the policy of 
Government in the matter of communal representation in 
Government services of minority communities, Mr. Parsons 
said on behalf of Government Ihat the prevention of undue 
preponderance of any community in the service, the security 
of adequate representation of minority communities and the 
removal of the existing communal inequalities was the key- 
stone of the Government policy to which effect was being 
given ? 

(2) If the answers to the above questions are in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state : 

(а) whether a preponderance of members of one community has been 

allowed to take place in the clerical and other establishment 
of that Department ; 

(б) whether they are prepared to direct that recruitment by selec- 

tion of temporary clerks should be confined to the members of 
the Muslim community in India till their number reaches one- 
third of the total strength of clerks in the Department ; 

(c) whether they propose to adopt special measures to reserve l-3rd 

appointments of the present total strength of the accountants 
and D. A. C. M. As. for such Muslim clerks and accountants 
respectively as have already qualified themselves and are yet 
on the waiting list ; and 

(d) whether highly qualified Muslims may not be enlisted as proba- 

tioners as is being done in other Accounts Departments if the 
existing number of qualified Muslims happens to be inade- 
quate in the Military Accounts Department ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the reply already given by me on the 22nd Septem- 
ber, 1931, to a similar question No. 724 by Khan Bahadur Haji Wajih- 
uddin. 

Appointment op Muslims to the Military Accounts Department. 

1040. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will Govern, 
ment be pleased to state if it is a fact that : 

(i) out of 66 permanent Assistant Accounts Officers in India 

the Muslims hold only one appointment ; 

(ii) out of 321 permanent appointments of subordinate accounts 

service the Muslims hold only 8 ; 

(m; out of 3,076 permanent appointments of clerks the Muslims 
hold 177 ; 
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(iv) out of 246 permanent appointments of Divisional Accountants 
the Muslims hold only 10 ; 

iv) out of 9 permanent appointments of stenographers none is held 
by Muslims ; 

(vi) out of 81 permanent appointments of typists the Muslims hold 
only 8 ; and 

(vii) the percentage of Muslims in all the appointments calculated 
together (out of a total number of 3,793 posts the Muslims 
hold only 200) comes to only 5.14 per cent. ? 

(ft) If the replies to the above questions be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether the declared policy of Government 
regarding redressing the communal inequality is in force in this Depart- 
ment f (Sec Home Department letter No. 176|25, dated the 5th Peb- 
ruarj^ 1926.) 

(c) If the reply to part (&) above be in the affirmative, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state : 

(t) why the preponderance of the members of one community is 
allowed in the Department ; and 

(ii) what special and effective steps do Government now propose to 
take to remove the existing unprecedented communal inequ- 
ality in the Department ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) (i). There are 73 posts 
of Assistant Accounts Officers out of which two are held by Muslims. 
Promotions to the rank of Assistant Accounts Officers is made by selection 
from the rank of Accountants and no preference- is given to the members 
of any community in respect of such promotion. 

(it) No. The correct number is 557 of which Muslims are 27. 

(m) to (vii). The collection of information in the form required 
would take a long time, but I may state for the information of the 
Honourable Member that the total clerical staff in the civil Audit and 
Accounts Department is 7,760, out of which 522 are Muslims, ie., nearly 
10.6 per cent. 

(6) The instructions contained in the Government of India, Home 
Department, Memorandum No. 176126-Bsts., dated the* 5th February, 1926, 
contemplate that one-third of aU future* vacancies should be filled by mem- 
bers of minority communities of which Muslims are one. These instruc- 
tions apply to the civil Audit and Accounts Department. They are not 
disregarded, and in order to see that they are observed the Government of 
India receive and scrutinise annual statements showing the communities 
to which personnel recruited during the year belong. 

(c) (i) and (ii). Do not arise. 

Grievances of Ihsan Ilahi, a Prisoner in the Lahore Central Jail. 

1041. •Mr. S.> 0. Mitra : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to an article appearing in the Daily Herald^ dated the 4th September, 
1931, under the caption ‘‘ Ihsan Ilahi in Jail t 

(6) If s5, will Government please state what steps they have taken to 
redress the grievances mentioned in the above article t 
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(c) If no steps haVe been taken, wiU Government please state the 
reasons for not taking action ? 

{d) If the answer to part (a) be in the negative, do Government pro- 
pose to look up the article and take steps for redress ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) I have seen the article. 

(&) If the Honourable Member will refer to the replies given by me 
this session to Sardar Sant Singh’s question No. 100, Mr. Jagan Nath 
Aggarwal’s question No. 150 and Mr. Muhammad Azhar’s question No. 822, 
be will see what the facts are regarding most of the complaints made. 

I have no information regarding the allegation of delay in attending 
to the State prisoner’s personal wants in jail, but will send a copy of the 
question and of this reply to the Punjab Government for any action con- 
sidered necessary. 

(e) and {d). Do not arise. 

Persons killed and wounded in the Riot in the Bannu District, North 
West Frontier Province. 

1042. •!&. 8.. 0. Iffitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state hot^ 
many persons were killed and wounded on the side of the crowd on the 
24th August, 1930, at Spina Tanga, District Bannu, North-West Frontier 
Province by the firing of the military ? 

(6) Were any machine guns used to disperse the crowd 1 If so, how 
many machine guns were used f 

Mr. E. B. Howell : {a) The Honourable Member presumably refers 
to the engagement which took place between Government forces and an 
armed crowd in Hathi Khel country, Bannu District, on the 24th August, 
1930. The casualties sustained by the armed crowd in this engagement are 
estimated at 40 killed and approximately the same number wounded. 

(b) One Lewis gun can^e into action during the engagement. 

Posts retrenched in the Army Department. 

1043. •Blr. S.. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in connection with the 
contemplated retrenchment three Superintendents and certain as.sistarits 
and clerks whose posts will be abolished in the Army Department Sec- 
retariat, have been served with notice of discharge in the beginning of 
August last f 

(5) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whether similar notices have been issued by other Secretariats 
of the Government of India f 

(c) Do Government propose to give any concessions to the persons to 
oe retrenched on the abolition of their appointments ? 

(d) If the answer to part (b) be in the negative, will Government 
please state whether Departments other than the Army are awaiting the 
settlement of the concessions referred to in part (c), and if so, what are 
ihe special reasons for the issue of notices in the Army Department so 
^arly and in advance of other Secretariats T 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : (a) Yes. The Army Depart- 
‘«ent, owing to recent reorganisation, were in a position to effect certain 

hasiLAD D 
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xetrencbments at once, provided that retrenchment Concessions were grant 
ed. They, therefore, issued the three months’ notice prescribed in article 
436, CivU Service Regulations, as it was expected that before such notice 
took effect, the special terms (if any) for retrenched personnel would be 
settled. On this understanding the notices were given. 

(b) Similar notices have not yet been issued by other Secretarial 
Departments of the Government of India. 

(c) Yes. The matter is under consideration. 

{d) Other Departments have been awaiting the reports of the Be 
Irenchment Committee. The r:easons for earlier action by the Army De- 
partment have been given in the* answer to (a). 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Sir, may 1 know if the retrenchment in 
the Array Department has been effected in pursuance of any recommenda< 
tion of the Army Retrenchment Sub-Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I understand. Sir — ^if the Honour, 
able Member is referring to the answer to clause {a) of the question-— 
the position is that these notices were given before the recommendations 
of the Retrenchment Committee were received ; but I cannot claim an 
intimate personal knowledge of these matters. 

tl044— 1045. 

Reduction op Salaries op the Indian Civil Service. 

1046. *Mr. C, S. Banga Iyer : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state : 

(i) if they .propose to take steps to secure the consent of 

• the Secretary of State for India to reduce the salaries of the 

members of the Indian Civil Service and other superior 
services by twenty per cent. 

(ii) if any correspondence has passed between the Government of 

India and the Secretary of State for India on the subject ; 

{Hi) if the answer to part (n) is in the affirmative, whether the 
Secretary of State has agreed to reduce the said salaries, and, 
if so, by what percentage and till what pcjriod ? 

(b; Will Government be pleased to make an announcement in regard 
to this question f 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Government are unable to make 
any statement at present. 

Mr. B. Das : Did the Government of India address the Secretary of 
State on the subject ? 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I think. Sir, the Honourable 
Member might wait and see, a little longer. (Laughter.) 

* Future Policy regardino Broadcasting. 

1047. *Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state their policy regarding the future of broadcasting in India t 


t Tbecie questions* ’ were ^ witli4ra^ by the iquestioner. 
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(b) Have any alterations or improvements been made in broadcasting 
under State management with a view to popularising the same ? If so, 
has there been any increase in the number of receiving licences f 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Government have the matter under their 
consideration and hope to make an announcement shortly. 

(6) The answer is ill the affirmative to both parts of the question. 

Qualifications op Divisional Engineers (Wireless). 

1048. *Bao Bahadur M. C. Bajah : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the qualifications of their Divisional Engineers (Wireless) who 
have been in charge of broadcasting, with special reference to their train- 
ing in radio engineering and broadcasting f 

(b) Have these Divisional Engineers had the requisite training, and 
is there a specialist staff in the department t 

Mr. J.. A. Shillidy : (a) Divisional Engineers (Wireless) are not in 
charge of broadcasting. 

(6) The first part of the question does not arise ; the reply to the 
second part is in the affirmative. 

Indian Officers in the Wireless Branch. 

1049. ^Bao Bahadur M. G« Bajah : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the number of officers attached to the Wireless Branch drawing 
Rs. 500 and over ? 

(b) How many of these are Indians and how many of non-Indian 
domicile ? 

(c) How m^ny wore recruited after 1928 ? 

Sir Hube(rt Sams : (a) Eighteen. 

(b) Three Indians ; one Anglo-Indian ; thirteen definitely of non- 
Indian domicile and one the question of whose domicile has not yet been 
decided. 

(c) None. 

Improvement op Wireless Communication. 

1050. *Bao Bahadur M. C. Bajah : Do Ooveimment contemplate in- 
creasing the activities of the Wireless Department with a view to improving 
file communication systems of the country ? 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy : The use of wireless to improve the communica- 
tions of India and Burma receives continual attention and a number of; 
schemes have been examined in details. Owing, however, to financial 
stringency, many of such schemes, could not be carried out and in the 
present financial situation no large increase in the activities of the Wire- 
less Branch can be provided for. ^ 

Progress op Education in Ajmer-Merwara. 

1061. Sahib Htobilaa Sarda : (a) Is it a fact that between the 
years 1925 and 1931 the number of recognised educational institutions in 
Ajmer-Merwara has risen by 105 and the number of pupils^ in attendance 
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by over 9,000 and that rural education in Ajmer-Merwara has made very 
gi*eat progress and extra curricular activities like scouting, drst-aid, 
vocational training, village libraries, adult night schools have been started 
successfully during this period ? 

(6) Have Government perused the annual Administratioji Reports of 
Ajmer-Merwara for the years 1925 to 1931, and are they aware that the 
progress of education as recorded in these reports is satisfactory ? 

(c) Will Government please state the name of the officer v/ho has 
been the Superintendent of Education in Ajmer-Merwara during the major 
portion of the last six years ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : (a), 
Between the years 1925 and 1930, the number of recognised educational 
institutions in Ajmer-Merwara rose by 76 and the number of scholars 
by 6,365. Figures for 1931 are not yet available. The reply to the 
latter part of the question is in the affirmative. 

(J) Yes, except the report for the year 1930-31 which is not yet 
available. The progress of education recorded in these reports is, on 
the whole, satisfactory. 

(c) Mr. R. Littlehailes, C.I.E., M.A., Educational Commissioner with 
the Government of India. 

Educational Code for Ajmer-Merwara. 

1062. *Ral Sahib Harbilas Sarda : (a) Will Government please 
state whether Ajmer-Merwara has got an Educational Code of its own T 

(6) Are Government aware that a large number of the questions 
against the Ajmer-Merwara Education Department asked in this Assembly 
during the last four or five years relate to the alleged ^violation of the 
United Provinces Code rules by the Edueational Officers ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in reply to a certain question regarding the accept- 
ance of private tuitions by the Principal, Government College, and the 
Headmaster, Government High School, the Honourable the Member for 
Education stated that the United Provinces Education Code was not 
absolute in its application to Ajmer-Merwara and that the Local Govern- 
ment had discretion to follow it as far as practicable f 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasl-i-Huaain : (a) No. 

(6) A few questions on the^ subject were asked in the years 1929 
and 1930, but none prior to 1929*. 

(o) Yes, except that the reply was not given by the Honourable 
Member. 

Satisfaction by the Baja of Pisanoan of the Demands of his Peasants. 

1063. *Bai Sehib Harbilas Barda : (a) With regard to starred ques- 
tion 272, answered on the 16th July, 1930 (regarding visit of the Assistant 
Commissioner of Ajmer-Merwara to Pisangan), are Government aware that 
the peasants jof Pisangan have recently apologised to tiicf Raja for the 
BO-tax campaign, which was launched by them last year under instigation 
of certain peiBons t 
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(b) Are G-ovemment also aware that as a result of the above the Raja 
of Pisangan has satisfied all the demands of the peasants ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : (aj and 

(b). Government have no information on the subject. 

Salaby of the Health CoMMisaioNEB with the Govebnment ok India. 

1054. *Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : With regard to the answer given 
on the 11th September, 1931, to my starred question No. 234 to the effect 
that the salary of the post of the Health Commissioner to the Govern- 
ment of India was fixed some years ago and that the Health Commissioner, 
whatever his grade may be in the Medical Service, would draw xhat salary, 
will Government state if the present incumbent, who is a Major-General, 
draws the fixed salary of the post or draws a higher salary ? If he draw’s 
a higher salary will Government state their reasons for incurring this 
higher expenditure by keeping a Major-General in that appointment 
instead of appointing a man of a grade contemplated when the salary was 
fixed ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Faal-i-Husain : The present 

incumbent of the post of Public Health Commissioner draws the fixed 
salary of the post, viz., Rs. 2,500 — 100 — 3,000, plus £13 6a. 8d. a month 
overseas pay. The second part of the question, therefore, does not arise. 

Attendance by Government Servants at Political Meetings. 

1066. *Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that the President 
of the Simla Congress Committee requested Government to allow Govern- 
ment servants to attend a public meeting, which was addressed by Mahatma 
Gandhi in Simla, on the 14th May last ? What reply, if any, was given to 
this request f 

(6) Will Government kindly state the position of Government 
servants regarding their attendance at public and political meetings t 
Has there been any relaxation, or deviation from the rules prescribed t 
If so, on what occasions 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : (a) The reply to the first part 
of the question is in the affirmative. The reply given was to the effect 
that it was not customary for Government in such cases to give orders 
either permitting or prohibiting the attendance of Government servants. 

(6) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply which I 
gave to Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar^s starred question No. 1137 on the 
15th March, 1931. There has been no modification of the Government 
Servants' Conduct Rules. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer ; Was it customary for the Government to 
permit any public man to address a meeting in Simla in the place in 
vrhich the meeting was addressed ? 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it was not an 
extraordinary occasion when an extraordinary man addressed a public 
sueeting and therefore where the ordinary rules regarding Governmenl 
servants attending a meeting could have been suspended 1 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I think the Honourable Member 
ass asked me for an expression of opinion ! 
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Examinations fob the Pbomotion of Postal Officials. 

1056. *lfr. OoBwami M. B. Puri : (a) Is it a fact that deserving junior 
ofBniala of the Posts and Tdegraphs Department, vrith certain restrictions 
of age were allowed to sit for the lower selection grade examination 
held in December, 1930 1 If so, will Government be pleased to state the 
number of such junior ofBcials allowed to sit for the said examination 
from each Circle f 

(h) Is it a fact that no junior official from the Central Circle was 
allowed to sit for the said examination 1 If so, will Government be pleased 
to state the reasons why the junior officials of the Central Circle were 
debarred from appearing in the said examination f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state whether the lower selection 
grade examination for Posts and Telegraphs officials will be held this year t 
If so, will the junior officials be given a similar concession as was done last 
year t If not, and if the reply to the first part of part (6) be in the 
affirmative, do Government propose to hold a special examination for the 
junior officials of the Central Circle only * 

(d) If, however, it is decided to hold the examination this year and 
the senior officials are also allowed to appear for it, will the junior officials 
of the Central Circle be given the concession of appearing in double the 
number allowed for this year f 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Yes, subject to a further restriction regard- 
ing the nimber of candidates to be allowed to appear as. junior candidates. 
This restriction was that the number of such candidates should not exceed 
25 per cent, of the p^robable vacancies in the lowest selection grade during 
the year 1931-32. The number of junior officials who were allowed to sit 
for the examination held in December, 1930, from each Circle, was as 


follows ; — 

Bengal and Assam Circle . . . . . . 11 

, Bihar and Orissa Circle . . . . . . 4 

Bombay Circle . . . . . . . . 1 

Burma Circle . . . . . • . . . ' 1 

Central Circle .. .. .. NU 

Madras Circle . . . . . . . . 25 

Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle . . . . 11 

United Provinces Circle . . . . . . 10 

Sind and Baluchistan Circle . . . . . . NH 


(b) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to part (a) of 
the reply to Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda’s starred question Np. 620 in this 
House on the 22nd September, 1931. 

(c) With respect to the first two parts the Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to the reply to Mr. S. C. Mitra’s starred question No. 
607 in this House on the 21st September, 1931. The third part does not 
arise. 

(d) Does not arise in view of the reply to part (c). 

Mr. Ltdchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member be pleased to 
speak up so that we might put certain suppleiientary questions f 

Sir Hubert Sams : Yes, Sir. 
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Exaionatiom fob ApponrrHBNTs to thb Audit a»d Accounts Service. 

1057. *Nawab Major Bblik Talib Mtiidi Kban : (a) Is it a fact that 
in the competitive examination of the Public Service Commission in 1930 
for appointments to the Audit and Accounts Service no candidate taking 
up Arabic as one of the subjects for the examination obtained sufficient 
marks even to qualify in the examination ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the total number of marks obtained by the 
first hundred students in 1930 was higher than the marks obtained by the 
first hundred candidates in 1929 f 

(c) Is it a fact that the number of marks obtained by the first three 
candidates in Arabic fell from 314, 270 and 250 in 1929 to 168, 152 and 
146 in 1930 respectively 1 

(d) Will Government kindly state if the percentage of marks allotted 
to candidates in Arabic was the lowest as compared with the percentage 
allotted to the candidates in other subjects f 

(e) Were any instructions issued by the Public Service Commission 
to the examiner or examiners concerned about the marking of the Arabic 
papers ; if so, will Government kindly place a copy of these instructions 
on the table of the House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Eainy : (o), (6) and, (c). Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) No instructions as to marking were given other than the com' 
mon form of instructions given to examiners in other language subjects. 
These instructions are conMential and cannot be laid on the table. 

Examination for Appointments to the Audit and Accounts Service. 

1058. *Nawab Major Malik Talib HUbdi Kban : (a) Is it a fact that 
the total number of marks in Arabic is 400 and that the maTimmn marks 
shown on the question papers was 200 in the Indian Audit and Accounts 
Service examinations of 1929 and 1930 t Will Government kindly state 
their reasons f 

(b) Have Government satisfied themselves that no mistake was done 
by the office in recording the marks given by the examiners by overlooking 
the maximum marks ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the candidates standing first in the various sub- 
jects obtained the following marks t — 

Subject. Marks obtained. Percentage of the 

marks obtained. 


English 



.. 190 

63 

Economies. 



.. 279 

70 

IMathernaties 



.. 298 

75 

Pliysics 



.. 263 

65 

Cliemistry 



.. 244 

61 

History 



.. 296 

74 

Philosophy 



.. 262 

65 

Botany 



.. 295 

74 

Geology 



.. 244 

61 

Sanskrit 



.. 279 

69 

Persian 



.. 265 

66 

Arabic 



.. 168 

42 
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(d) Do Government propose to reduce all marks to the same scale ? 
Is not that the practice followed in most examinations ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : {a) The maximum marks for 
Arabic were 400. Examiners sometimes find it convenient to mark to a 
maximum of 100. In such cases the necessary multiplication is made 
to bring the total to the ijrescribed maximum. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes, if the Honourable Member refers to the 1930 results. 

(d) An endeavour is made to secure that all subjects are marked on 
the same standard, but obviously if the candidates for subject A are very 
bad and the candidates for subject B are very good, the candidates in 
subject A cannot be awarded the same marks as the candidates in sub- 
ject B. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ab nuiA : l should like to know whether any attempt 
12 Noon. made to reduce the marks to a common 

scale ? This question was asked in the last 
session and no reply was then given. I made inquiries and found that 
the candidates in Arabic obtained very high mar^ otherwise in Univer- 
sity examinations. Will the Honourable Member let me know whether 
any attempt was made to reduce the marks obtained by different candi< 
dates in different subjects to a common scale ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : I am afraid, I did not quite 
follow the Honourable Member's question, but I think he will obtain 
the information, he desires, more readily by asking my Honourable 
Colleague privately about it. I am very doubtful whether I am in a 
position to provide it now. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Shop run by the Head Clerk, Government of India Press, Simla. 

91. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Is it a fact that the Head Clerk, Government 
of India Press, Simla, is running a book binders' shop and a stationery 
mart just above his residence in Simla and the Press binders work gratis 
in that shop after office hours, and on holidays ? If the reply is in the 
affirmative, will Government please say what action they propose to take 
against the Head Clerk ? 

Mr. J. A. ShUlidy : Government have no information, but they are 
asking the Controller of Printing and Stationery to enquire into the 
allegations in this question. 

Employment of Relatives of the Head Clerk in the Government of 

India Press, Simla. 

92. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in the Simla Government 
Press relatives of the Head Clerk are recruited when Vacancies occur, 
preference being given them over individuals possessing better quali- 
fications f 

(ft) Is it a fact that a promise has been given to his son for the 
latter's employment in an anticipated vacancy in the Press establish- 
ment ? 
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Mr. J. A. Shillidy ; The Controller of Printing und Stationery is 
responsible to Government generally for the efficient administration of 
the Government of India Presses and Government do not propose to 
call for information regarding these administrative details, which are 
matters for his discretion. 

Qualifications of Inspectors of Post Offices. 

93. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that it is essential for an 
Inspector of Post Offices to be qualified in telegraphy ? 

(b) Is it a fact that an Inspector of Post Offices must be conversant 
with the branch office rules f 

(c) Is it a fact that an Inspector of Post Offices has to inspect 
the traffic branch of a combined Post Office f 

(d) Is it a fact that the syllabus for the lowest selection grade exami- 
nation of Postal candidates does not include branch office r^es, pension 
rules, traffic instructions or the hand 'book on elementary telegraphy f 

(e) Is it a fact that the answering of questions in the lowest selec- 
tion grade examination is done with the aid of books Y 

(/) Is it a fact that an official passing the above examination is 
eligible for promotion as Inspector of Post Offices Y 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) ^es. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) Branch Office rules are not included, being covered by the 
Head Office and Sub-Office rules, which are included. Inspectors do not 
sanction pensions. Inspectors who are not already qualified in tele- 
graphy have to undergo a course of training in that subject which in- 
cludes traffic instructions and the handbook of elementary telegraphy. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes. 

Syllabus of Examination for Inspectors of Post Offices. 

94. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the syllabus for the old 
examination for Inspectors of Post Offices contained branch office rules 
and the Traffic Instruction Manual ? 

(6) Is it a fact that a knowledge in telegraphy was an essential 
qnalifealion for nomination as a candidate for the old Inspectors’ examina- 
tion Y 

(c) Is it a fact that non-combined hand Inspectors had to undergo 
tix weeks’ course of compulsory training in telegraphy and that they 
nad to pass an examination in three papers for being duly declared as 
qualified in telegraphy Y 

(d) Do Government treat the officials passing the lowest selec- 
tion grade examination equally in the matter of appointments of 
tuspectors of Post Offices with those who passed the old Inspectors’ 
examination Y 
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Sir Enbert lams : (a) Yes. The Honourable Member’s attention 
is invited to part (d) of the reply to his unstarred question No. 98 in 
the current session. 

(b) No. 

(6‘) The facts are substantially as stated by the Honourable Mem- 
ber. 


(d) The officials who have passed the lowest selection grade exa- 
mination are grouped together with officials who passed the old 
examination for Inspectors and Head Clerks of Superintendents of Post 
OfSces, and both classes of officials are eligible for promotion} to the 
lowest selection grade posts whether in the general or the Inspectors’ 
line, in order of seniority. Junior officials who passed the old examina- 
tion for Inspectors and Superintendents’ Head Clerks, or who have passed 
the lowest selection grade examination are entitled to every fifth vacancy 
in that grade whether in the geneTal or Inspectors’ line. 

Names and Qualifications of certain Inspectors of Post Offices. 

96. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Will Government be pleased to state 
the names of the following officials with the kind of departmental 
examination passed by each of them f — 

(i) Town Inspectors of Rangoon General Post Office ; 

(it) Town Inspector of Mandalay General Post Office ; 

(m) Inspector of Post Offices, Pegu Sub-division ; and 

(iv) Inspector of Post Offices, attached to the Postmaster-General’s 
Office, Burma, for investigation. 

Sir Hubert Sams : The information, is being called for and will be 
furnished to the Honourable Member when it is received. 

Inspectors of Post 'Offices in the Burma Circle. 

96. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) the total number of Inspectors of Post Offices in the Burma 
Circle ; and 

(it) the total number of approved candidates for promotion to the 
lowest selection grade appointments who passed the old 
Inspectors’ examination ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state if they are prepared to con- 
sider the advisability of giving preference to the officials mentioned in 
part (a), (it) above in making postings to Inspectors’ posts whenever 
that could be done without incurring any extra expenditure on that 
account f 

Sir Hubert Bams : (a), (i) 13 and (n) 14. As on the 31st March, 
1931. 

(6) Government regret that they are unable to accept the Honour- 
able Member’s suggestion. 
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Non-tbansfeb of cbbtain Town Inspbciobs of Post Offices in Banooov. 

97. Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra : Will Oovernment be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a lact that two of the Town Inspectors in the 

Rangoon General Post OfSce have been working as such for 
nearly 10 years without a change to any different station ; 

(b) whether they are liable to be transferred' either as Head 

Clerk or Sub-Postmaster ; 

(c) why these officials are kept for so long as Town Inspectors ; 

and 

(d) when these two officials are likely to be shifted from their 

present position t 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) to (d). Government have no information. 
The matter is within the competence of the Postmaster-General, Burma, 
to whom a copy of the question is being sent. 

Appointment of Indians as Postal Superintendents in the Burma Cibcle. 

98. M!r. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleasedi to state if there 
is any rule debarring Indian employees of the Postal Department in 
Burma from being nominated as candidates for the Postal Superintendent fe 
examination t If the reply is in the affirmative, why is there such radial 
discrimination in the Department f 

(6) Will Government ibe pleased to state how many Indian employees 
from the Burma Circle have been allowed to sit for the Postal Superin- 
tendent’s examination during the last 15 yews ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if Indian employees of the 
Postal Department in the Burma Circle will be allowed to sit for the 
future examinations t 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state when the next examination 
is likely to be held f 

8ir Hubert 8am8 : (a) The reply to the first paid is in the negative. 
The second part does not arise. 

(5) One since 1919, prior to which the recoi’ds are not available. 

(c) Does not arise in vieiw of the reply to (a). 

(d) Government are not in a position to make any statement at 
present. 

Casual Leave fob Officers and Clerks of the North Western Railway. 

99. Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal ; (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state how many days’ casual leave an officer on the North Western Rail- 
way is entitled to take during the year 1 

(6) Is a member of the clerical staff also entitled to a similar privi- 
lege ? 

(c) How many days at a time can an officer take casual leave on the 
North Western Railway f 

(d) Does a member of the clerical staff enjoy a similar privilege f 
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(e) Is any re^jord kept of the casual le^ve tqken by officers during 
the year ? If no such record in the case of officers is kept, will Govern- 
ment be pleased to state reasons for not doing so ? - 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : Government have no information. Casual 
leave is unrecorded leave and its grant is entirely at the discretion of 
the Agent. 


Activities op the International Chamber op Agriculture op Rome. 

100, Mr. E. P. Sykes : Will Government be pleased to place in the 
Librar>* any records they may have of the activities of the International 
Chamber of Agriculture of Borne, Italy f 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Yes ; 
necessary action is being taken. 

The Press Employees* Association, Calcutta. 

101, Mr. S. 0 . Mitra : (a) Are Government aware that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, in pursuance of a Resolution passed in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council ill 1925, appointed a Committee consisting of both official 
and non-official Members of the Council including the representative of 
the Press Employees* Association, Calcutta, to inquire into the grievances 
of the employees of the Bengal Government Press, Alipore t 

(h) Is it not a fact that during the strike in the Government of India 
Press, Calcutta, in 1920, negotiations were carried on between the Govern- 
meiit of India and Mr. B. Chakravarti, Bar.-at-Law, the then Vice- 
President of the Press Employees’ Association on the situation then 
existing ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that the Secretary, Department; of Industries and 
Laboui*, issued a circular in 1920 to the effect tliat Govesrnment Press em- 
ployees might join any organised union ? 

(d) Is it not a fact that in 1925 the Honourable Mr. Ley communi- 
.< 3 ated with the Secretary, Press Employees* Association, Calcutta, regard- 
ing the grievances of the employees of the Government of India Press, 
Calcutta •* 

(e) Is it not a fact that the representatives of the Press Employees* 
Association consisting of the President, Vice-President, Secretary and the 
Organising Secretary waited in a deputation in 1925, before the Honoiir- 
-able Sir B. N. Mitra, the then Member-in-Charge of the Department of 
Industries who, on the representation of the said deputationists, personally 
inquiretl into the grievances of the employees of the Government of India 
Press, Calcutta, and removed some of them ? 

(/) Arc Government aware that the opinion of the Press Employees* 
Association, Calcutta, was invited and submitted to the Royal Commis- 
sion on Labour in the shape of a printed memorandum as well as oral 
cvideiice in tlie year 1930 ? 

(g) Are Government aware that in matters relating to labour legis- 
Inlions or sending delegates to the Geneva Conference, the opinion of the 
Press Employees * Association, Calcutta, is invited both by the QoYcrnment 
of Bengal as well as the Government of India ? 
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(h) Are Government aware that the Press Employees’ Association 
is a registered body under the Indian Trade Unions Act, 1926 ? 

(i) If the answers to parts (a) to (h) are in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons that led Mr. J. A. Shillidy 
to state in answer to the starred question No. 258, dated 2nd February, 
1931, that the Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, is not recognised 
by the Government of India ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Yes. Rut the Government of India are 
not aware that any representative of the Press Employees’ Association, 
Calcutta, was on the Committee. 

(b) Mr. B. Chakravarti, Bar-at-Law, made certain representations 
to Government on behalf of the employees of the Government of India 
Pr(?ss, Calcutta, who were on strike in 1920. 

(c) I am unable to trace any such circular in 1920. 

(d) The Secretary, Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, inter- 
viewed Mr. Ley in 1926, and informed him that the Association had been 
recognized by Government. On this understanding Mr. Ley undertook 
to consider a general representation submitted by the Association. 
As the Association had not been recognized by Government, the Sec- 
retary of the Association was informed that the Government of India 
were unable to consider any representation made by it. 

(e) Sir B N. Mitra while agreeing to receive a deputation of em- 
ployees in the Government of India Press at Calcutta definitely re* 
fused to receive any deputation on behalf of the Association. 

(/) Yes. 

((/} No special invitation is issued to the Association in regard tor 
the nominations for the International Labour Conferences. On. pro- 
posals for labour legislation on which opinions are invited, the Associa- 
tion may be consulted by the Government of Bengal. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) The Preas Employees’ Association, Calcutta, does not fulfil the 
r^onditions which entitle an association of Government employees to 
official recognition. 

Non-grant of Medical Leave with Pay to Temporary Piece- WorkbM 
IN THE Government of India Press, Calcutta. 

102. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra ; (a) Are Government aware that the temporary 
piece-employees of the Government Printing, Bengal, are allowed medical 
leave with pay f 

(&) Is it a fact that the temporary piece-employees of the Govern- 
Mumt of India Press, Calcutta, are not allowed medical leave with pay f 

(c) It the answers to parts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons of part (b) f 

Mr, J. A. Shillidy : (a) Government have no definite information. 

(•b) No. Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
^*ply given by me to his unstarred question No. 259 in the Legislative 
AfisemMy on the 2nd February, 1931. 

(c) Does not arise; 
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Govsrkicent Printing Work plaoeb with Private Presses. 

103. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (g) Is it a fact that the rate of the private 
firms for printing the Army Department Training Manual and the 
binding charge of Army Form No. A.-64 were considerably higher than that 
of the Government Presses f 

(6) Is it not a fact that Mr. H. I. Macdonald, Special Officer, Central 
Bevision Section, Army Department, Government of India, in his note, 
dated 1st July, 1931, expressed the desirability of work being done at the 
Government Presses on economic grounds 1 

(c) Is it not a fact that charges of the private printing firms with 
whom contracts are placed by the Government of India are higher thar 
that of the Government Presses ? If so, will Government be pleased tc 
state the reasons for placing printing orders on an increased scale every 
year with private firms t 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Enquiries are being made. 

Payments made to Private Presses for Government Printing Work. 

104. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to refer t( 
the statement made by the Controller of Printing and Stationery in for 
warding to Government the annual statistical return showing the working 
of the Government of India Pres^s, to the effect that, during 1929-30 the 
payments for outside printing reached upto Rs. 12,93,697 ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to explain this statement with re 
ference to the statement made by Mr. J. A. Shillidy in reply to starrec 
question No. 248 of the 2nd Pebruaiy, 1931, showing the amount paid tc 
the private contractors for printing work during 1929-30 wa? 
Rs. 4,02,000 1 

(c) What amount was paid to the private contractors during 1927-2f 
to 1930-31 for printing orders placed with private contractors ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : Information is being collected and will be fur 
nished to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Printing of Reports of Commissions on Labour, Retrenchment, etc. 

105. Mr. S. G. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) the number of Commissiojas . and Committees appointed from 
1923 to 1931 to inquire into the conditions of labour, retrench 
ment as well as political conditions in India ; 

(?i) where the reports of these Commissions and Committees were 
printed ; 

(m) the total expenditure incurred for printing the reports of those 
Commissions and Committees ; 

(iv) the total expenditure incurred for printing in India, if any, the 
: reports of these Commissions and Committees ; and 

(v) 'the total expenditure incuired for printing outside India, 

reports of those Commissions and Cononitteee 1, 
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(b) Is it not a fact that the Oovernment of India has four well- 
equipped and efiScient presses at Simla, Calcutta, Delhi and Aligarh T 

(c) Is it not a fact that not a single report of the Commissions and 
Committees was printed in India ? 

(d) If the answers to parts (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons of part (c) ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) 1 do not propose to call for the information 
required by the Honourable Member, unless he specially desires it, as 
its collection would take a great deal of time and trouble and because 
he is, I think, under the impression that the printing of the reports of 
these Commissions and Committees has been done outside India. I 
would liefer him to my answer to (c). 

(6) Yes> 

(v) So far as I am aware, without having detailed information, 
most of the reports lately published have been printed in India. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Case of Babu Abinash Chandra Chakravarti, a Compositor invalided 
FROM THE Government of India Press, Calcutta. 

106. Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra : (a) Is it not a fact that, in answer to un- 
starred question No. 366, Mr. J. A. Shillidy stated on the 21st March, 
1933, that the case of Babu Abinash Chandra Chakravarti, compositor, 
Section 4, Government of India Press, Calcutta, is being examined by the 
Controller of Printing and Stationery f 

(b) Is it not a fact that the case of Babu Abinash Chandra Chakra- 
varti has not yet been finally disposed of f If so, will Government be 
pleased to state what it intends to do in the matter ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have no information ; but they are asking the 
Controller to look into the case. 

Memorial for the Introduction of a Works Committee at the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Press, Calcutta. 

107. Mr. 8 . 0 . Mitra : (a) Is it not a fact that the compositors, 
distributors, binders and machinemen of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press, 
Calcutta, submitted a memorial to the Government in April, 1929, praying 
for the introduction of a Works Committee on the election basis ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the Royal Commission on Labour in India 
recommended for the introduction of such Works Committees f If so, 
^hat action Government intends to take with regard to part (a) t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; (a) The reply is in the negative. 

(6) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second part the question will be considered when a decision, has been 
coxae to . by Government on the recommendations of the ftoyat Commis- 
sion on Labour as ofegards a Works Committee. 
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Memorials prom Empl6tees op the East Inriah and Eastern Bengal 
Railway Presses, Calcutta. 

108. Mr. 8. C. Mitra : Is it not a fact that, in answer to nnstarred 

question No, 360 regarding memorials from employees of the East 
Indiun and Eastern Bengal Railway Presses, Calcntia, Mr. A. A. L. 
Parsons stated on 21st March, 1931, that the original memorial of the em- 
ployees of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press, with the Agent’s remark is 
awaited ? If so, will Government be pleased to state what action has been 
taken in the matter 1 If not, why not ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The reply to the first part is in the afSrma- 
tive. The views of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, are awaited 
and he has been asked to expedite them. 

Medical Certipicates of Employees of the Eastern Bengal Railway 

Press, Calcutta. 

109. Mr. 8 . G. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in answer to starred 
question No. 372 regarding medical certificates submitted by employees of 
-^e Eastern Bengal Railway Press, Calcutta, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons stated 
on 11th February, 1931, that the information with regard to parts (^i), 
(c) and (d) would be communicated on its receipt from the Agent, Eastern 
Bengal ^ilway f 

(b) Is it a fact that the informatioil was not supplied as stated t If 
so, will Government be pleased to supply the information ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(b) The information was supplied to the Honourable Member in 
the i^ilway Board’s letter No. 579-E.G., dated the 22nd June, 1931. 

Dismissal op an Inkman in the Eastern Bengal Railway Press, Calcutta 

110. Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in answer to starred 
question No. 371, regarding dismissal of Mustafa, an Inkman in the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Press, Calcutta, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons stated ou 
the 11th February, 1931, that the action intended to be taken by the Gov- 
eitiment with regard to parts (e), (h) and (t) would be communicated later 
on t 

(b) Is it a fact that the action intended to be taken by the Govern- 
meut has Uot yet been communicated T If so, will Government be pleased 
to state what action is intended to be taken with regard to the employee* 
referred to in starred question No. 371, dated 11th February, 1931 f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) The peply was sent to the Honourable Member in June, 1931, 
vide Railway Board’s letter No. 579-E.6., dated the 22nd June, 1931. 

Memorial prom the Employees op the East ItibiAN Railway 'Press, 

Calcutta 

111. Mr.. 8. 0. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that in answer to the 
nnstarred question No. 360, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons stated oU the 2l8t March, 
1931, that the memorial from the employees of the East Ihdiaii Railwsf 
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press, Calcutta, is under consideration ? If so, will Government be pleased 
to state the action taken on it ? 

(6) If nothing has been done as yet, will Government kindly state 
when they mean to take steps in the matter ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (?>). The reply to the first part of 
(fl) is in the affirmative. As I have just said in my reply to question 
Ko. 108, the views of the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, on a similar 
memorial from the Eastern Bengal Railway Press Employees are awaited 
aiul it is proposed to deal with both the memorials, when a reply is re- 
ceived from the Agent. 

Strength of Supervising and Operating Staffs in the East Indian 
Railway Press at Calcutta and at Howrah. 

112. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the number of the 
sujKU'vising staff of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, and lloAvrah, 
are on the increase while the operative staff have been decreasing since 

j9:^6 ! 

(b) Is it not a fact that the present total strength of the operative 
ftaff, in Calcutta and Howrah, is 550 whereas the number of the super- 
vising staff is 840 making, 1 supervising staff responsible for 6 operators I 

(r) Is it not a fact that the strength of the compositors, in Calcutta 
and IloMTah, was 101, of the distributors 31, of the binders 134, of the 
proof-pullers 16, of the machinemen 30, of the inkmen 45, and of the press- 
men 11, in 1926, while it has come down to 66, 24, 100, 12, 26, 37 and 5, 
respectively in 1931 f 

(d) Is it not a fact that there was only 1 overseer, 1 foreman, 2 sec- 
tion-holders, 2 computers, 1 assistant timekeeper and 6 clerks, both m 
Calcutta and Ilowrali, in 1926 whereas they have been increased to 2, 3, 4, 
15, 4 and 30, respectively in 1931 ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that the posts of the Office Superintendent, the Press 
Mechanic, the Workshop Accountant and Checker were not in existence ill 
1926 w^hereas they exist in 1931 ? 

(/) If the answers to parts (a) to (e) are in the affirmative, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state what necessitated an increase in the super- 
vising staff though the operative staff has appreciably been reduced ? 

(g) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing the strength of the operative st^df in compositors, distributors, proof- 
pullers, machinemen, inkmen, pressmen and binders as w^ell as of the 
suixTvising staff of the East Indian Railway Press both in Cahnitta and 
Howrah, for the years 1926 and 1931, respectively "i 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have called for certain information from 
the Agent, East Indian Railw^ay, and will communicate with the Honour- 
able Member on its receipt. 

Pay, Appointments and Dismissals of Supervising and Operating Staiw 
OF the East Indian Railway Press. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that at the last revision of 
pay, the supervising staff of the East Indian Railway Press were allowed 
increments while the operative staffs were not ? 

I25ILAD a 
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(6) Will Qovernment be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing : 

(i) the pay, with the names, of any two section -holders, foreman, 
overseers, compiitors and checkers as well as the earnings of 
any five compositors, five binders of the 1st, 2nd and Srd 
class, five distributors, five pressmen, five machinemen and 
five inkmen, with their names ; and 

(n) the number of appointments, dismissals and retirements from 
the service, both of the supervising and operative staff 
from January, 1921 to June, 1931 t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) I have called for information from the 
Agent, East Indian Railway, and will communicate with the Honourable 
Member on its receipt. 

(6) Government regret they can not undertake to collect the infor- 
mation required as it would entail a disproportionate expenditure of 
time and labour. 

Representation from the East Indian Railway Press Employees’ 

Association. 

114. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Is it a fact that the Deputy Secretary, Rail 
way Board, in his letter No. 5018-B., dated the 5th June, 1931, informed 
the Honorary Secretary, Press Employees’ Association, Calcutta, that 
his letter, dated the 20th May, 1931, had been forwarded to the Ageiii, 
East Indian Railway for disposal ? If so, will the Honourable Member 
be pleased to inform the House of its contents and the result of the 
communication t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The reply to the first part is in the affirma- 
tive. As regards the second part, I am unable to give the information 
asked for, as the letter from the Association was forwarded in original 
to the Agent, East Indian Railway, and I am not aware of the action 
taken by him. 

Proportion op Supervising Staff to Workers in the East Indian Rail- 
way Press. 

' ' 115. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that in reply to nnstarred 
question No. 358 regarding proportion of supervising staflC to workers 
in the Bast Indian Railway Press, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons stated on the 
21st March, 1931, that certain information was being called for and 
would be communicated on its receipt ? 

(®) Is it a fact that the information was not communicated ? K 
so, will the Government be pleased to reply to the unstarred question 
Nq. 358, dated the 21st March, 1931 ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) The information has been supplied to the Honourable Member 
in the Railway Board’s letter No. 579-E.G., dated the 25th September, 
1931. 
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Amendment of the Indian Factories Act. 

116. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : Is it a fact that the Chief Inspector of Fac- 
tories, Bengal, in his report for the year 1929-30, reports the various 
difficulties in discharging duties under the Indian Factories Act, 1926 
unless certain portions of the Factories Act are amended ? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state whether they contemplate to amend 
the Factories Act in the light of the report of the Chief Inspector of 
Factories, Bengal ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : In his Annual Report on the working of the 
Indian Factories Act for the year 1930 the Chief Inspector of Factories, 
Bengal, has made certain suggestions for the amendment of the Act. 
These suggestions wall receive due consideration when the revision of the 
Act is taken in hand as a result of the recommendations made by the 
Royal Commission on Labour. 

Memorial for the Introduction of a Works Committee at the East 
Indian Railway Press, Calcutta. 

117. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it not a fact that the compositors, dis- 
tributors, binders and machinemen of the Bast Indian Railway Press, 
Calcutta, submitted a memorial to the Government in January, 1930, 
praying for the introduction of a Works Committee on the election basis t 

(b) Is it not a fact that the Royal Commission on Labour in India 
recommended for the introduction of such Works Committees in the 
Labour Industry ? If so, what action Government intend to take with 
regard to part (a) f 

Mr. A A. L. Parsons : (a) The reply is in the affirmative. 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to the answer given to 
part 06) of his earlier question No. 107. 

Leave qranted|to an Overseer at the Government of India Press, 

Calcutta. 

118. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that under the Civil Service 
Regulations no Government employee, who is on extension, can be allowed 
leave on average pay for more than fifteen days ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Fergusson, the acting Overseer and for- 
merly the Head Reader of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, has 
been allowed four months’ leave on average pay ? 

(c) If the answers to parts (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state the reasons of part (b) i 

Mr. J. A. 8hillidy : (a) The attention of the Honourable Member 
is invited to article 234 (7;) of the Civil Service Regulations and rule 
86 of the Fundamental Rules, which regulate the leave of Government 
servants after the date on which they must compulsorily retire. 

(b) to (c). The Controller of Printing and Stationery, India, is 
Responsible to Government generally for the efficient working of the 
Government of India Presses, and Government do not pro])ose to call for 
^formation regarding these administrative details which are matters for 
ms discretion. 
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Report op the Royal Commission on Labour. 

119. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : ((j'I Are Government aware that the Royal 
Comiuission on Labour in India has submitted its report with certain 
reco?niueji(lations on labour conditions in India / 

(6) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state when those recommendations are going to be accept- 
ed by Government ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
first part of the reply given by me to starred questions Nos. 143 — 149 
asked by Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer on the lOth September, 1931. 

Qualifications and Communities of the Employees op the Government 

OF India Press, Simi.a. 

120. Pandit Ram Krishna Jha : Will Government be pleased to 
state the number of persons on the clerical staff of the Government of 
India Press, Sjmla, showing the number of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 
Christiejas and others as they exist at present, and the educational quali- 
fications of each of them ? 


Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The information is given below : — 


Community, 

No. 

Educational qualifications. 


Muslims 

.. 14 

Matriculate 

. 2 



Non-matriculate 

. 12 

Hindus 

.. 13 

Matriculate . . 

, 2 



Non-matriculate 

10 



Graduate 

. 1 

Sikhs 

.. 2 

IMatriculate 

. 1 



Graduate 

. 1 

Christian 

.. 1 

Non-matrieulate 

. 1 


30 


30 


Appointment of Hindus to the Government op India Press, Simla. 

121. Pandit Bam Krishna Jha : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether or not the Hindu community, in spite of being a majority 
community, is in a minority as to its representation on the staff of the 
Government of India Press, Simla ? 

(&) Will Government be pleased to state whether there was a general 
circular issued to all Government offices to stop recruitment to all vacancies 
as an economic measure ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that owing to the reduction in the printing 
budget f‘f some Departments there was less work to be iacklod by the clerical 
branch ? 

{(I) Is it a fact that a certain (derk of the staff of the Government 
Press, Simla', resigned his post in April last, and that the vacancy has been 
filled up ? 
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(c) If the replies to parts tc) and (d) are in the affirmative, vdll 
Government be pleased to say whether the appointment in question was 
ill disregard of the circular and why was it made ? 

(/) If so, do Government propose to abolish the post as a measure of 
retrenchment ? 

{g) Are Government prepared to make inquiries as to who is responsi- 
ble for such disregard of the rules and cii’culars and deal with him in an 
appropriate manner ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The Controller of Printinj.^ and Stationery 
is responsible to Government generally for the efficient administration 
of the Government of India Presses and Government do not pro])ose to 
call for the information regarding these administrative details, which are 
matters for his discretion. 

Appointment op Hindus as Deputy Postmasters-General and Superin- 
tendents OP Post Offices. 

122. Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Government be pleased to lay 
on the table of the House a statement showing the communal composition 
of the Deputy Postmasters-General and Superintendents of Post Offices in 
the Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle ? 

(b) Is it a fact that out of three Deputy Postmasters-General (Postal 
and Telegraph) in this Circle there is no Hindu but there are two 
Muslims and one European 1 

(c) Will Government please state whether it is not the- policy of 
Government to prevent as far as possible preponderance of members of 
one community in one and the same office and, if so, are Government pre- 
pared to take suitable steps for the proper representation of all communities 
in the rank of Deputy Postmasters-General ? 

(d) Is it a fact that this Muslim preponderance has been repeatedly 
brought to the notice of the Director General and the Government of 
India and the matter has been disposed of by the reply that the posting 
of officers is decided on administrative and not on communal grounds t 

(e) Is it also a fact that out of 29 Superintendents of Post Offices 
including probat'onary and reserve there are only 7 Hindus against 12 
Muslims ? 

(/) Are Government prepared to make good the deficiency in the 
number of Hindu Superintendents 1 

(g) Are Government aware that this policy of Government is viewed 
with concern and alarm by the members of the Hindu community and has 
created great discontentment among the employees of that community ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The orders for the adjustment of communal inequalities apply to 
iiew recruitment to a cadre or a unit, which may be composed of one or 
^ore offices. They do not apply to Deputy Postmasters-General, who are 
promoted officers and not direct recruits. Deputy Postmasters-General are 
Wne on a general cadre for the whole of India and Burma and their 
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postings to different Circles depend on service exigencies from time to 
time and are not made on the basis of communal representation. 

(d) Government are not aware that the fact is as stated in the first 
part. A reply of the kind stated in the second part would have been 
appropriate, had it been made in answer to such a representation. 

(e) Tes, except that the total is 28. 

(/) Superintendents are borne on a general eadre for the whole of 
India and Burma and any communal inequalities are adjusted in the 
case of direct recruits to that cadre. 

(fir) No. 


Statement of communal composition of the Deputy Postmasters-General and Superin- 
tendents of Post Offices (excluding Reserve and Probationary Superintendents) in 
the Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle as on the 22nd September, 1931, 



Deputy Postmasters- 

Superin- 


General, 

tendents, 

Hindus 

. . 

7 

Muhammadans 

..2 

12 

Sikhs . . 

• • • • • • 

4 

Europeans or Anglo-Indians .. 

1 

5 


Quabtebly Report op the Indian Trade Commissioner at Hamburg. 

123. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; Have Government seen the recent 
quarterly report of the Indian Government Trade Commissioner, 
Hamburg f 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : Yes. 

Removal of the Export Duty on Hides and Skins. 

124. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether, having regard to the effect of the present general trade 
depression on the Indian raw hide industry, they contemplate the 
removal of the export duty on hides and skins t If so, when t 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : The action to be taken ia 
regard to the removal or retention of the duty is under consideration in 
connection with the Report of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee. 

Report of the Hides Cess Enquiry Committee. 

125. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether or not they intend to take action on the Hides Cess Enquiry 
Committee's Report ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : Government have not yet come 
to a decision in the matter. 

Opinions^ supporting the Hide Cess Enquiry Committee’s Report. 

126. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
with regard to the Hide Cess Enquiry Committee’s Report, what com- 
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niunications, if any, have been received direct or through the Provincial 
Governments : 

(а) supporting the report ; and 

(б) supporting Mr. Price’s minute of dissent f 

The Honourable Sir George Sainy : (a) and (b). Copies of the 
communications so far received are placed in the Library, from which 
the Honourable Member will be able to obtain the required information. 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Number of Residential English High Schools and Colleges in India. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member 
for Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, I beg to lay on the table the 
information promised in reply to starred question No. 670 asked by 
Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi on the 23rd February, 1931, regarding the number 
of residential English High Schools and Colleges in India. 


Statement showing province hy province the number of Residential English High 
Schools and Colleges in the whole of India. 


Province. 

1 

Institutions. 

Colleges. 

High Schools. 

Which 

are 

almost 

entirely 

resi- 

dential. 

2 

In which 
more 
than 60% 
of 

students 
reside in 
approved 
hostels.* 

3 

In which 
between 
25% and 
60% of 
students 
reside in 
approved 
hostels.* 

4 

Which 

are 

almost 

entirely 

resi- 

dential. 

5 

In which 
more 
than 50% 
of 

students 
reside in 
approved 
hostels.* 

6 

In which 
between 
25% and 
50% of 
students 
reside in 
approved 
hostels.* • 
7 

Madras 

■■HI 

4 

16 

2 

27 

30 

Bombay 


4 

6 

13 

12 

24 

Bengal 


3 

11 

1 

5 

29 

United Provinces 

10 

6 

15 

16 

8 

15 

Punjab 

9 


20 

15 

9 

73 

Burma 



1 

4 

6 

8 

Bihar and Orissa 



4 


9 

14 

Central Provinces 


1 

1 


6 

12 

Assam 

1 

1 

1 

4 

, , 

2 

Coorg 



, , 


1 

1 

North-West Frontier 


1 

2 


, , 

1 

Province. 







Delhi 


1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Baluchistan 





. . 

. . 

Ajmor-Mcrwara 



1 

1 

1 

1 

Hyderabad 



. , 



2 

Mysore 





’ 2 

2 

Central India 



” 1 

1 

1 

1 

Hajputana .. 





2 

. . 

W^tern India States 




2 

, . 

. . 

British Reserve, Mani- 



, , 

. . 

. . 

. . 

pur. 








^Approved hostels are those in which the boarders are amenable to the control and 
discipline of the college or school authorities concerned. 













ELECTION OP MEMBERS TO THE ADVISORY PUBLICITY 

COMMITTB|!. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may directi seven members of the Advisory Publicity Committee to assist 
in the publicity work of the Government of India.” 

I may mention, Sir, that this Committee was originally constituted 
in 1921, its functions being to advise the Government of India in 
publicity matters generally and in particular to scrutinise and examine 
the proposals for the expenditure on the bureau. During recent sessions 
of the Assembly,— and I am afraid I must take some blame for it myself— 
owing to congestion of very urgent work, the Committee which was due 
to have been constituted was not so constituted. I understand, however, 
that a desire has been expressed from several quarters of the House 
that the Committee should now be reconstituted. 1 therefore make this 
motion. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Eural) : Sir, may I ask the Honourable Member if there had been any 
meeting of this Committee last year ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : During the last year there 
has been no meeting because the Committee has not yet been reconstituted. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

y That this Assembly do proceed to elect in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, seven members of the Advisory Publicity Committee to assist in 
the conduct of the publicity work of the Government of India.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : I may inform Honourable Members that for the 
purpose of election of IMembers to the Advisory Publicity Committee the 
Assembly oflSce wdll be ()])en to receive nominations up to 12 noon on 
^Wednesday, the 30th September and that the <dection, if necessary, will 
"take ])lace in this Chamber on Thursday, the 1st October, 1931. The 
election if necessary wdJl be conducted in accordance witli the i)i*inci|)le 
of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote. 


THE INDIAN PRESS BHJj- 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill to provide for the better control of the Press, as 
reported by the Select (/oramittee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I rise to a point of order. The point of order arises 
in this way. The Bill as introduced ip the Asvseuibly has not been 
published in the Gazette as T shall presently show% and consequently all 
proceedings taken thereafter. v?>.. the report of the Select Committee, 
are ultra vires, illegal and void. From the report of the Select Committee 
it appears that they certify that the Bill Avas T)ul)lished in the Gazette 
of the 12th September, last. I refer to the Bill as it appeared in the 
Government Gazette and I find — T was astonished to find — that in spit® 
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of the reports in the newspapers, the Bill as published in the Gazette was 
the same as was introduced in the Delhi Session, and withdrawn. When 
I came here, I inquired into the matter and I found that the Bill which 
was introduced here was not the Bill which was published in the Gazette. 
You will find, Sir, on reference to the Gazette, that the Bill which was 
published in the Gazette contains 33 clauses. There is a Statement of 
Objects and Reasons over the signature of Sir James Crerar and it is 
dated 9th January, 1931. The Bill as introduced in this Assembly con- 
tains 32 clauses and there is a Statement of Objects and Reasons over the 
signature of the Home Member dated the 2nd September, 1931. It is 
apparent, thcTefore, that the Bill which was published in the Gazette is 
not the Bill which was introduced in the Assembly. In the circumstances, 
my contention is that the Bill has not been published at all as directed by 
the Rules and Standing Orders. The first is rule 18. This does not 
touch the matter now because under this rule (page 26 of the Manual) : 

“ The Governor General may order the publication of any Bill (together with the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons accompanying it) in the Gazette, although no motion 
has been made for leave to introduce the Bill. In that case it shall not be necessary 
to move for leave to introduce the Bill, and, if the Bill is afterwards introduced, It 
shall not bo necessary to publish it again.** 

Of course this has not been done on this occasion and it also provides 
for publication of the Bill befor(‘ introduction. But the clause which 
applies to this matter is rule 20 (page 27 of the Manual) : 

“ As soon as may bo after a Bill has been introduced, the Bill unless it has already 
been published, shall be published in the Gazette.** 

This is peremptory and there is no option left either to Government 
or anybody else to disregard this rule. 

Then, Sir, I will refer to Standing Order 41 at page 31 of the 
Manual. It says : 

“ After publication in the Gazette of a Bill as required by the rules, the Select 
Committee to which the Bill has been referred shall make a report thereon. * * 

This implies that tlie Select Committee cannot take cognisance of 
any Bill or make their report unless previous publication has been made 
in tlie Gazette. Clause (4) of the rule says : 

“ The Select Committee shall in their report state whether or not in their judgment 
the Bill has been so altered as to require republication.** 

This i^resupposes that there lias been a publication and they are to 
consider whether it requires republication. It goes further. It further 
says : 

“ ...... whether the publication directed by the rules has taken place, and the date 

on which the publication has taken place.** 

I do not know’^ what the Select Committee did iu this matter. If they 
have certified in their report that the Bill was published on the J2th of 
September. I do not think that the Members of the Seh'et Coiiimittee 

themselves justice in saying so. The real crux of the question is this.| 
what was the Bill which they looked into ? Is that the Bill which was^ 
published on the 12th September or is that the Bill which was introduced 
iR the Assembly ? Apparently they looked not into the right Bill but into 
JJie wrong Bill and therefore the whole of the proceedings of the Select 
Committee is ultra vires and void. Now what is the object of publication ? 
is that the whole world might know about it and not only the 140 
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[Mr. S. C. Sen.] 

Members who adorn these Benches here. Therefore, if the Bill has been 
wrongly published in the Gazette, the whole proceedings of the Select 
Committee are wrong. I say this is a vital point and I should think that 
the report of the Select Committee should be considered as inelfcctive and 
inoperative. 

Mr. President : The attention of the Chair was drawn to this 
point this morning and it has no hesitation in admitting that, through an 
oversight of the Assembly Department, a wrong Bill w^as published. The 
matter is much regretted. The question for consideration now’ is, what 
should be done in the circumstances f The Chair will be glad to hear 
Honourable Members on the subject. It is clear that no further proceed- 
ings in regard to the Press Bill which is on the Agenda Paper can take 
place to-day. If any Honourable Member wishes to address the House 
he is welcome to do so. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : I think tliat the further course that this House should 
adopt is perfectly clear. I w’ould draw your attention to paragraph 76, 
page 27 of the Manual of Business and Procedure, which says : 

'' When a Bill ia introduced, or on some subsequent occasion, the member in charcc 
may make one of the following motions in regard to his Bill, namely — that it bo referred 
to a Select Committee. 

Then you "will find on page 31 the procedure whicli the Select Committeo 
has to adopt. Paragraph 81 says : 

“ After publication in the Gazette of a Bill as required by the "Rules, the Select 
Committee to w’hich the Bill has been referred shall make a report thereon. Such report 
shal be made 

This is the point I am making : 

“ Such report shall be made not sooner than three months from the date of 
the first publication of the Bill in the Gazette, unless the Assembly orders the report 
to be made sooner." 

Consequently this clause (2) clearly contemplates that the report 
of the Select Committee should not be made till three months have expired 
from the date of the publication, unless the Assembly wishes that the report 
should be made earlier. Now, Sir, the object of this rule is to ffive the 
public at large sufficient notice of the provisions of the Bill so that they 
may ci'iticise it and submit the Bill to their representatives in the House. 
The point.s tlierefore are very clear. The first is that the Assembly must 
give the public three months time before it takes the Bill up, unless the 
Assembly orders otherwise. The second is that the Select Committee can- 
not assume jurisdiction to report on the Bill till after the publication in 
the Gazette as required by the rules. The procedure that these rules 
and Standing Orders contemplate is very clear. The Goverimicnt in a case 
of urgency may publish the Bill in a Gazette so as to give the public at 
large an idea of wdiat they intend to do. Having done that, the Bill is as 
good as introduced. But then after that publication they can move for 
the reference to a. Select Committee for further consideration. That is 
abundantly clear from paragraph 76. Now if you read paragraph 76 with 
paragraph 71, it will mean that after a Bill lias been published or intro- 
duced or on some subsequent occasion the member, in charge may move 
that it bo referred to a Select; Committee. Th^fefore, thfe Bill hot haying 
been published, there can be ilo motion for reference to a Select Conimittee 
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aud because there can be no motion for reference to a Select Committee, 
therefore the proceedings of the Select Committee are ultra vires. If not 
ultra vires their power is spent. You will also remember that the Hojiour- 
able the Home Member had moved that the Select Committee do submit 
its report on or before the 21st September. As a matter of fact the Select 
Committee signed their report on the 20th September and the rc|)ort was 
presented on the 2l8t. Therefore, the three months did not expire and 
could not expire, and there is no direction for the earlier presentation of 
the report of the Select Committee. I therefore submit that the publica- 
tion of the Bill being a condition precedent to the taking of further pro- 
ceedings, further proceedings must be set aside and the Bill must now 
proceed after publication as if it has been introduced for the first rime in 
this Iiouse. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary : Legislative Department) : Sir, I 
should like first to thank my Honourable friend, Mr. Sen, for drawing 
the attention of the House to what is undoubtedly a very serious irregu- 
larity. It would have been most unfortunate if the Bill had been passed 
through all its stages and subsequently its illegality had been declared 
in a court of law. I think. Sir, the whole House owes a debt of grati- 
tude to Mr. Sen for having pointed this out. (Hear, hear.) 1 am not 
quite sure if the House would not have felt greater gratitude if he had 
pointed out the irregularity a little earlier, in which case the time of this 
House and the money of the State might have been saved! to a considerable 
extent. But as Mr. Sen considered it fit to make the point of order now, 
I am not going to quarrel with him on that account. Prom the applause 
with which the facts of the publication of the wTong Bill were greeted in 
this House, I should have thought that most of the Members were under 
the impression that the Legislative Department was responsible for that 
mistake. Sir, it was a very easy mistake to make and as Secretary of one 
of the Departments of Government, I wish to express my sympathy with 
the Secretary of another Department. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : It may 
be due to the hustling of the Bill that that mistake was made. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : What has actually happened ? 1 should like 
to give my view of the effects of this irregularity, and particularly I may 
say that I agree with Mr. Sen that from the production of the report of 
this Committee the proceedings are irregular. The Report couM not pro- 
perly be made on that day the 21st, and I think that is as far as Mr. Sen 
wants us to go. He has suggested that the Committee might have been 
scrutinising the wrong Bill ; hut if he had himself examined the report of 
the Select Committee which contain, s the Bill examined and presented to 
them and the amendments made therein by them, he would have realised 
that that suggestion is merely frivolous 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Biirdwau Division : Nori-Muliammadan 
Rural) : Do not commit another blunder. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : My Honourable friend, Mr. Anjar Nath 
Dutt, says ‘‘ Do not commit another blunder 

An Honourable Member : You will be challenged if you do. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : I should like to know who committed the flr|st 
blunder. I shall now get to the actual facts of this irregularity. I agtee 
''^th Mr. Sen that the point wdiere we have gone wrong was in allowing: 
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[Sir Lancelot Graham.] 

the report of the Select Committee to be presented on the morning of the 
21st September. So far I agree. But I must join issue with my friend, 
Sir Hari Singh Gour, when he suggests that the motion to appoint the 
Select Committee could not be made until after publication of the Bill iu 
the Gazette. I must say I am surprised that my Honourable friend should 
have made that suggestion. As he says, there are three rules, or rather 
one rule and two Standing Orders concerning this matter. We are not 
concerned with the earlier rule, which deals with the publication of a Bill 
before introduction. That is Legislative Rule 18. The rule with which 
we are concerned is Legislative Rule 20, which says that, as soon as may 
be after a Bill has been introduced, unless it has already been published, 
it shall be published in the Gazette. But it will be observed that that 
does not afft'et the fact of introduction. A Bill is introduced by moving 
ior leave to introduce, and then saying. “ T introduce the Bill There- 
after the Bill is introduced', and publication has nothing whatever to do 
with the introduction of the Bill. Therefore when my Honourable friend, 
Sir James Crerar, got up on the morning of the 7th September and said, 
I introduce the Bill ”, that Bill was introduced. 

Now, we proceed to the Standing Orders which govern this matter. 
Standing Order 38 is the one which reall.v contains the whole matter and 
it says this : when a Bill is introduced, that is to say, on the day on which 
it is introduced, or on some subsequent occasion, the member in charge 
may make one of the following motions in regard to the Bill — ^that it be 
taken into consideration, or referred to Select Committee, or circulated. 
A motion for referring this Bill to Select Committee was made on Friday 
the 11th. The making of that motion depended solely on the fact that 
the Bill had been introduced, and it did not depend, as suggested by my 
Honmirable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, on the Bill having been pub- 
lished. I think that is perfectly plain not only because there is no men- 
tion of that condition here, but because that motion could have been made 
■on the very day on wdiioh the Bill was introduced. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour ; May T intervene for a moment and say that 
my Honourable friend and T seem to be at one on that point. The Select 
Committee may have been validl.v appointed. But that Committee could 
not make a report ; that is what I was submitting all the time. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : t understood from my friend that everything 
to do with the Select Committee, including its appointment, was involved. 
I do not know if he conveyed the same impression to other parts of the 
House 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : This portion of the motion saying that they 
should report on or about the 21st being part of the motion aupointing 
the Select Committee, the whole motion appointing the Select Committee 
will now have to be revised and a fresh motion made ; that was my point. 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; I did not understand him to be making that 
suggestion. It wae not made by the Honourable Member when he made 
his speech. , Probably it wp.s an after-thought which he wanted to out m 
by wAy of interruption. As T was saving, the Honourable Member in 
<c(harge was entitled to make his motion that the Bill be referred to ® 
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Select Committee, although publication had not been made. P^ibliciition 
has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhanimadaii ) ; No, no. 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; As 1 said, the motion was made on the 11th 
to refer the Bill to Select (Committee. It has been suggested' that the date 
of publication of the Select Committee’s report may be changed. The 
proceedings in Select Committee took rather longer than expected. It 
was originally exj)eeted that they would report by the 18th ; and after- 
wards it was altered! to the 21st. 

We now pass on to the Standing Order 41 ; Honourable Members will 
remember that the motion that was put before them was that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of a certain number of persons 
named therein, with instructions to report on or .before the 21st Septem- 
ber. Those provisions were put in because in the opinion of the Gov- 
ernment the matter was urgent. It was open to any Member of this House 
at the lime to move an amendment that those words should be struck out. 
No such amendment was moved', and the motion was passed in the form 
that the Select (Committee should report on or before the 21st September. 
Consequently there is no question now of the three month’s limit referred 
in Standing Order 41 applying. But what is necessary still under sub- 
order (1) of Standing Order 41 is that a report should be made after pub- 
lication in the Gazette of the Bill ; and therefore I fully agree with my 
distinguished friend, Mr. S. C. Sen, that so far there has been no pub- 
lication under the rules. 

Now, 1 come to the remedy. T trust that I have convinced; the House 
that uy) to the time of the apimintment of the Committee with instruc- 
tions to report on the 21st, tlicre was no irregularity. The complication 
now comes in that, owing to the fact that the Bill which was introduced 
on the 7th September, not being duly published in the Gazette of India, 
the presentation of the Select Committeei’s report on the 21st was pre- 
matiu’e. They were not entitled to make their report until after publica- 
tion of the Bill in the Gazette. The question now is how we can remedy 
the defect. As regards the Select Committee we may say that they have 
been a little premature. They presented their report too soon on the 
understanding that the Bill had been published ; that understanding was 
incorrect. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : It is functus officio after doing that. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : The Select Committee, having merely pre- 
sented a premature report, has not become functus officio ; they have not 
ceased to exist because they have not yet presented a valid report. But 
they are not thereby discharged from performing their duty because they 
have presented a premature report 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Without a fresh i)o\ver from the Ilon.-e. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Not at all. They came to the House too soon, 
and fhe llou^se can .say, “ Well, go back now and come back on the right 
fbay T am going to suggest a remedy ; that is, that the Assembly De- 
partment should today in a Gazette Extraordinary publish the Bill as in^ 
troduced on the 7th ; thereafter the Select Committee should be recalled, 
lo complete their Avork 
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Sir Hioi Singh Oour : The Select Committee should be reappointed. 

Sir Lancelot Oraham : Not reappointed, but recalled by the Chair- 
man. The Select Committee should be recalled by the Chairman, and 
there will be no irrci?iilarity at all. The Chairman will then sa,tisfy itself 
that the real Bill which was referred to the Select Committee, has been 
published, and after he has so satisfied himself, the Committee will sign 
their report, and the Honourable Member in charge of the Bill will lay 
the Select Committee’s report on the table. 

Then, Sir, we shall have to consider the next stage. The next stage 
vill be a motion that the House do take into consideration the Bill as re- 
ported by the Select Committee. Finally, Sir, T repeat that the appoint- 
ment of the Select (^mmittee and its sittings are in order, and the only point 
on which the Committee has gone wrong is in their presentation of the 
Bill too early. I now. Sir, with confidence leave the matter in your 
hands. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, after listening to the Honourable Member who has just 
spoken, I think there is one point ivhich requires to be made clear which 
will be a great factor in your decision. Legislative Rule 20 says at page 
80, As soon as may be after a Bill has been introduced, the Bill, unless 
it has already been published, shall be published in the Gazette Now, 
it is incumbent upon the authority who introduces the Bill, that the Bill 
must be published either before or as soon after as it is introduced in 
the Assembly. Now on page 112 Standing Order 38, to which reference 
was made by my friend just now, says that when a Bill is introduced, or 
on some subsequent occasion, the member in charge may make one of 
the following motions, namely, that it be taken into consideration by the 
Assembly at once or at some future day to be then specified. Of course, 
the Bill can be introduced without publication in the Gazette, but it is 
not clear from Standing Order 38, whether the subsequent motions which 
say that the Bill be taken into consideration or that it be referred to a 
Select Committee and so on, whether these subsequent motions can be made 
after the Bill has been publislied in the Gazette or not. Rule 20 lays down 
two conditions, either there should be a previous publication or a subse- 
quent publication. If Standing Order 38 refers to that condition, and the 
Bill has already been publish^, then it is all right, but it is not clear 
from Standing Order 38 whether these subsequent motions can be made 
if the Bill had not been published as required by Legislative Rule 20. 
Before that publication is made in the Gazette, the question is whether 
these motions can or cannot be made, and that point has not been made 
clear by the. Honourable Member, and this is a point which will require 
some elucidation from the Chair. 

Mr. 0. B. Bans^ Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, as pointed out by my friend, Mr. Sen, under 
rule 20 and Standing Order 41 there should be a previous publication in 
the Gazette, and the Select Committee considered a Bill quite different 
from the one that w^as published in the Government Gazette under the 
rule. The Bill that this House is to consider is a Bill that is introduced 
in it, and in this case the House considered the Bill that was introduced, 
but under the rule and Standing Order that Bill has no leg to stand upon 
now. Let us treat the discussions so far in this House as more or less 
like those of a Committee of the House of Commons considering a BiU 
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which as has been shown had no connection whatever with the . Bill that 
was published' in the Gazette. According to the rule, this amended Bill 
is invalid, as my friend has pointed out. Therefore, when the Govern- 
ment publish the new Bill,— awd / would advise them to publish the BiU 
as reported by the Select Committee as the new Bill,— the House can go 
through all the stages, not only of the circulation of the Bill but also of 
its reference to the Select Committee if the House so chooses. , That is 
the point I wanted to make. 

Incidentally I want to tell my friend Sir Lancelot Graham that so far 
as Mr. Sen was concerned, it wa.s not possible for him to place this infor- 
mation before the House, because he came to Delhi from Calcutta only a 
day or two before yesterday, but the Honourable the Home Member gave 
him an opportunity by making the motion that he has made to-day to 
raise a constitutional objection under the rules and Standing Orders. 
I thought when my friend Sir Lancelot Graham suggested that Mr. Sen 
could have infonned the Government earlier,— though the Opposition, 
whether in this House or in the House of Commons owes no duty whatever 
of the kind to the Government, — he was speaking rather under a mis- 
apprehension. Finally, I would seriously urge upon your attention. Sir, 
to consider that the Select Committee had no leg to stand upon in the 
absence of the due publication of the original Bill in the Gazette, with- 
out which this Bill as amended has been introduced. 

Mr. President : The Chair does not wish to prolong the discussion. 
The Chair holds that the Bill was validly introd^uced ; there can be no 
question about it. Now what happens after a valid introduction of a 
Bill ? Standing Order 38 says — When a Bill is introduced or on sub- 
sequent occasion the Member in charge may make one of the following 
motions in regard to his Bill I should like to invite the attention of 
Honourable Members to the fact that immediately after leave to intro- 
duce a Bill is granted by the House and the Honourable Member in charge 
introduces the Bill, he is entitled to move one of the three motions men- 
tioned in the Standing Order, one of which is that the Bill be referred to 
a Select Committee. Therefore, the motion to refer a Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee does not require previous publication. The Standing Order is 
quite clear on the subject. The motion to refer a Bill to a Select Com- 
mittee is perfectly in order, and the House can consider and pass it with- 
out previous publication. This is confirmed by Standing Order 41. I 
do not wish at this stage to invite attention to the rule which makes it 
compulsory that a Bill shall be published immediately or as soon after 
introduction as possible. There is no difference of opinion on that issue. 
Now, let us refer to Standing Order 41. It says : 

** After publication in the Gazette of a Bill, as required by the rules, the Select 
Committee to which the Bill has been referred shall make a report thereon. ^ ' 

These words also indicate that it is open to the House to appoint a Select 
Committee immediately after the fomal introduction of a Bill. The 
Select Committee may be appointed, but they are required not to make a 
deport before publication in the Gazette. As publication in the Gazette 
through an unfortunate oversight has not taken place, no report can be 
*J^ade by the Select Committee. The point at issue therefore is whether 
the report of the Select Committee presented to the House can be con- 
‘^jdered by the Assembly. The obvious answer is that it cannot, because 
the report was presented before publication of the Bill, in contravention 
Standing Order 41. 
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[Mr. President.] 

I hold therefore that as the Agenda Paper of to-day’s meeting con- 
tains only one item, viz,, the Press Bill, the House cannot proceed to con- 
sider it. As regards what is to happen in these circumstances, is a ques- 
tion on which the (^liair does not feel called upon to express any opinion 
at present/ The ruling given is clear that the House cannot consider the 
Select Commfttee’s report, it having been presented before publication, 
in contravention of Standing Order 41. The Chair wishes, however, to 
say that it is quite prepared to agree to any soUiition which may be sug- 
gested consistently with the rules and Standing Orders. As this unfortu- 
nate incident has occurred through the oversight of the Assembly Depart- 
ment, the Chair is very anxious to co-operate with the Honourable House 
to find a reasonable solution of the difficulty which has arisen. The 
Chair will be prepared to give the best and most sympathetic considera- 
tion to any practical suggestions which may be made from any part of the 
House in order to help the fu;rther progress of the business before the 
Assembly. The Chair has now no option but to adjourn the House till 
11 A.M. to-morrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
the 29th September, 1931. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 29th September, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Government Servants murdered during the last Five Tears. 

1069. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : Will Government kindly 
lay on the table the following information regarding those Government 
servants who are subordinates to the Governor General in Council and 
were murdered during the last five years, in communal and political dis- 
turbances ? 


1 

2 3 

4 

Name of the 

Scale of his salary. • ' Period of his service. 

What compensation 
or other facilities 

servant. 

I ■ 

have been given to 
his family. 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar : The information is being 
collected and will be communicated to the Honourable Member in due 
course. 


tl060. 

Promotions to the Post of Inspecting Officer in Cantonments, 

1061. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that old 
experienced and senior Executive Officers (of the Cantonment Magistrates 
Department) have recently been ordered to pass a double examination (or 
fresh examination) before securing the post of Inspecting Officer 1 

(6) Is it a fact that in consequence of the order referred to in part 
(a), inexperienced and junior officers are being promoted after a single 
examination to the post of Inspecting Officer over the heads of their 
seniors ? 

(c) Is it a fact that these junior officers (Captains or Majors) on 
l>emg appointed Inspecting Officers make a big jump and become Colonies 
drawing double the amount of pay to their usual scale of pay ? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) is in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state how far they are justified in putting fresh burdens on 
the exchequer especially at this critical juncture when all the departments 
are doing their best to retrench their expenses t 


li256IiAD 


tThis question was disallowed by Mr. President. 
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(eXiAre Government aware that great discontent is prevailing among 
the old and senior officers and, if so, are Government prepared to consider 
the advisability of removing all such restrictions for senior officers forth- 
with 1 

Mr. O. M. Young : (a) No, Sir. In 1926, shortly after the framing 
of the Military Land Administration rules under the Cantonments Act, 
1924, a special examination was prescribed for those officers of the 
late Cantonment Magistrate's Department who had not already reached, 
or officiated in, appointments of Inspecting Officer, to qualify themselves 
for such appointments under the new system of cantonment and mili- 
tary land administration. The examinations were optional, and were 
held twice annually from October, 1926 to April, 1929, when they were 
discontinued. 

(6) No, Sir. It is a fact that there are a few senior officers still 
serving in the Department as Executive Officers, who did not wish to 
take the examination, and are consequently not qualified for appoint- 
ment as Inspecting Officers. But with these exceptions, appointments 
of Inspecting Officers are made by selection from among the most senior 
offieer^j of the Department. The most junior officer at present officiating 
as Inspecting Officer has 26 years’ total military service, and over 12 years ^ 
■service in the Cantonments Department. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No, Sir. The emoluments of Inspecting Officers are very little 
more than those of senior Executive Officers : and as I have already indi- 
cated, a few officers who declined to qualify for appointment to the 
administrative grade did so at their own option. 

Comment in a Newspaper on a Pending Case by an Honorary Magistrate. 

1062. ^'Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Are Government aware 
that a case, Fateh Chand versus Jethmal, under section 500, I. P. C., was 
pending in the Court of the Honorary Magistrate’s Bench — ^A at Ajmer 
in 1929, when an article relating to the subject-matter of the said case wns 
published by Dr. Gulab Chand Patni, a member of the said Bench, in 
his newspaper, the Syadwad Martmid^ Ajmer, dated the 15th August, 
1929 ? 

(ft) Are Government aware that in his orders, dated the 4th October, 
1329, in Criminal Application No. 33 of 1929, the Hon’ble the Judicial 
Commissioner, Ajmer-Merwara, made the following remarks on the con- 
duct of the said Gulab Chand Patni in connection with the said article 
** It is nothing short of contempt of Court, and in England he, the writer 
and editor of the paper, would all have been fined for contempt of Court 
for commenting on pending proceedings with a view to prejudicing the 
trial. A man who is a magistrate should not have published an article 
of that kind. It is a scurrilous and offensive article ”. 

(c) Did Government take any steps, relating to the said Dr. Gulab 
Chand Patni on the above remarks of the Hon’ble the Judicial Commis- 
sioner f If so, what f If not, why not ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said Dr. Gulab Chand Patni has continued 
to be, and' is still, an Honorary Magistrate at Ajmer after the remarks oi 
the Hon’ble the Judicial Commissioner referred to in part (6) above t 
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Mr. S. B. Howell : (a), (b) and (d). Yes. 

(c) Gulab Ghand Patni expressed regret to the Commissioner iof 
Ajmer, who warned him that any such lapse in future would involve 
serious consequences for him. 

Appointment of an untrained Teacher in the Government Secondary 
School at Fisanoan, Ajmeb-Merwaba. 

1063. *Ehaii Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that an 
untrained teacher has been recently appointed to teach English in the 
Government Secondary School, Pisangan, Ajmer-Merwara ? 

(&) Is it a fact that untrained English teachers are not allowed to be 
employed in Government service to teach English under (i) the rules of 
the Educational Code in force in Ajmer-Merwara ; (n) the combined 
caare of teachers in Ajmer-Merwara recently sanctioned by Government ^ 
If so, why was the untrained teacher referred to in part (a) above 
appointed in violation of rules ? 

(c) How many Anglo- Vernacular teachers were trained fori the 
C. T. Examination at Government expenses in the Government Normal 
School, Ajmer, in 1929-30 and 1930-31 ? 

(d) How many of the above teachers were successful in the C. T. 
examination and how many of them were employed in Government 
service ? 

(e) Is it a fact that several teachers successful in the C. T. 
examination in 1930, and 1931, and trained for that examination at 
Government expense in the Government Normal School, Ajmer, have not 
been provided with employment in Government service ? If so, why 
was the untrained teacher referred to in part (a) above given preference 
to such teachers trained at Government expense in regard to appointment 
in Government service in the Government Secondary School, Pisangan ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasd i-Husain : With 

your permission, Sir, I shall deal with questions Nos. 1063 and 1064 
together. The information asked for is, I regret, not available at 
present, but it is being collected and will be supplied as soon as possible. 

Government Grant to the D. A. V. High School, Ajmer. 

1064. *Ehan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (n) Is it a fact that the 
Government grant-in-aid to the D. A. V. High School, Ajmer, was dis- 
continued in 1929-30 ? If so, why ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Government grant-in-aid to the said school 
bas been again sanctioned f If so, from what date f 

(c) Will Government please place on the table! of the House a list of 
tbe present teachers in the D. A. V. High School, Ajmer, stating 
(G the number of trained teachers, (n) the number of untrained teachers 
who have passed any examination of a University, Board, or depart- 
®ient recognised by Government, and (Hi) the number of untrained 
teachers who have not passed any examination of a University, Board, or 
^partme nt recognised by Government ? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1063. 

A2 
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(d\ Is it a fact that there is a good number of untrained and un- 
qualified teachers in the said D. A. V. High School, Ajmer ? 

(e) Is it a fact that some untrained and unqualified teachers of the 
said D. A. V. High School are drawing higher salaries than some 
trained teachers of the said school ? If so, is it a fact that untrained 
Arya Samajist teachers are given preference to trained non-Arya Samajjst 
teachers in the said school in matters of salary and status f 

(/) Is it a fact that the Government grant-in-aid to the aided schools 
in Ajmer-Meywara towards the expenses incurred in the salaries of teachers 
is calculated on the basis of scale of salaries fixed for trained and quali- 
fied teachers by the Education Department, Ajmer ? 

(g) If what are stated at parts (d), (e) and (/) above are facts, will 
Government please state why the Government grant-in-aid has been again 
sanctioned for the said D. A. V. High School, Ajmer ? 

Appointment of a Superannuated Officer as Secretary of the 
Rajputana Board of Secondary Education. 

1065. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that 
the Secretary of the Rajputana Board of Secondary Education is an officer 
who has retired on superannuation from the Provincial Educational service 
of the United Provinces ? 

(6) If so, will Government inquire and stale why a superannuated 
officer has been appointed to the said Secretary’s post ? 

Mr. E. B. Howell : Sir, with your permission, I propose to answer 
questions Nos. 1065, 1066 and 1067 together. 

Enquiries have been made from the Local Administrations and the 
information will be supplied to the Honourable Member as soon as replies 
are recehed. 

Fees charged from Candidates for Examinations in Rajputana. 

|1066. *Khaii Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that 
the fees charged from the candidates for the examination held by the Raj- 
putana Board of Secondary Education are higher than the corresponding 
examinations of the Board of Secondary Education in the United Pro- 
vinces ? 

(6) If so, will Government inquire and state why higher fees are 
charged in Rajputana than in the United Provinces ? 

(c) Do Government propose to take any action in the matter ? If 
so, what t If not, why not t 

Cost of the Board op Secondary Education in Rajputana. 

$1067. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Will Government please 
place on the table of the House a .statement comparing the Board of the 
High School Examination of the Delhi Province with the Board of 
Secondary Education in Rajputana in regard to : 

(i) the annual amount of money paid as salary and allowance to 
the Secretary, 

jFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1065 . 
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(it) the ntimber of office clerks, 

{Hi) the total amount of money annually spent in the pay of the 
establishment, and 

(iv) the total amount of money annually spent in contingencies and 
house rent 1 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a full time and highly paid Secretary for 
the Rajputana Board of Secondary Education, whereas in the Delhi Pro- 
vince there is a part-time Secretary for a similar Board V 

(c) Is it a fact that the Secretary of the said Rajputana Board is 
assisted by a larger and more costly establishment of clerks than that of 
the similar Board of the Delhi Province ? 

(d) Do Crovernment propose to curtail the expenditure of the said 
Rajputana Board by appointing a part-time Secretary for it in con- 
sideration of the present economical crisis ? 

Pay and Allowances of the Indian Civil Service. 

1068. *Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : (a) What is the time-scale of 
pay of the I. C. S. ? 

(6) What allowances are admissible to officers of the I. C. S. both 
Indians and Europeans — as also the concessions enjoyed by them under 
the Lee Commission’s recommendations ? 

(c) What were the grounds for which these concessions were allowed ? 
Have not those grounds since disappeared ? If so, do Government propose 
to withdraw tlic allowance and make a percentage cut in their salaries ? 

(d) What special allowances or special pays are attached to the posts 
of Secretaries, Joint, Deputy and Under Secretaries in the various De- 
partments of the Government of India Secretariat ? 

(e) Is there any special reason for continuing these allowances when 
the allowances of the subordinate staff are being curtailed ? 

(f) Do Government contemplate to abolish these special pays ? If 
not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I would refer the Honourable 
Member to my reply to Bhai Parma Hand’s starred question No. 907 on 
the 23rd instant. 

Conveyance Allowance for Secretariat Staff in Delhi. 

1069. *Birdar Harbans Bingh Brar : (oi) What is the rate of con- 
veyance allowance granted to the staff of the Government of India while at 
Delhi ? Why and for what purpose was it sanctioned ? 

(6) Do Government contemplate to reduce this allowance in the case 
of the low paid clerks as well as in the case of high salaried officers also ? 
If so, what is the percentage of reduction of this allowance in the case of 
both the classes of officers ? 

(c) Have G- vernment considered the question as to whether this 
allowance is really necessary in the case of gazetted officers drawing hand- 
some salaries ? 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar : With your permission, Sir, I 
propose to reply to questions Nos. 1069 and 1070 together. I woid 
refer the Honourable Member to the replies given on 24th September, 
1931, to starred questions Nos. 905 and 906. 

Abolition op “ Sepabation ” Allowance and Fixation of Minimum Pays. 

tl070. *8irdar Harbans Singh Brar : (a) Is it a fact that the Gov- 
ernment of India are contemplating to abolish the separation allowance 
altogether ? 

(6) What is this allowance and when and why was it sanctioned ? 
Have the grounds on which it was granted ceased to e.xist or are they 
still present t 

(c) Has the allowance been generally availed of by the low paid staff 
of the Secretariat who fail to get Government quarters in New Delhi ? 

(d) Do Government propose to fix a minimum standard of iiay of an 
individual below which the pay and allowances of any servant, granted 
before the war when the prices were at par with the present prices, should 
not be reduced ? If not, why not ? 

(e) If the answers to parts (a) and (c) be in the affirmative do 
Government propose to let this allowance stand as it is ? 

Pbotection fob the Match Industby. 

1071. *Sivdar Bohan Singh : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether thoy intend taking any action in regard to the recommendations 
of the Tariff Board regarding the grant of protection to the match 
industry f 

(b) Are Government aware that the Tariff Board stated that, 
although they did not desire to suggest any action against the .Swedish 
match combine on the ground of unfair competition “ in the present cir- 
cumstances ”, yet taking into account the vpst resp|ijrc,es pf the cpippany 
and the policy pursued by them in other countrias, it is necessary that 
future developments of the company in India should be watched ? 

if. : The attention of ^e Honourabie l^eipber is 

invit^ to the Besolution by the Government of India in tJie Department 
of Commerce, No. 235-T. (24), dated the 1st September, 1928, published 
in the Gazette of India of the same date. 

Absobftion of Indian Match Companies by the Westebn India Match 

Company. 

1072. *Sirdw ^ohaoi EHngh : (a) Are Government aware that the 
activities of the Swedish match combine, through its offshoot the Western 
India Match Co. Ltd., has, since the Tariff Report was published, con- 
sistently pursued a policy of absorbing Indian concerns and of entering 
into unfair competition with those Indian firms which it has not so fc^ 
absorbed ? ' 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1069. 
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^b) Are GovernmeDt aware that this offshoot of the Swedish nxateh 
combine is in reality only an Indian concern in name, in spite of its Indian 
directorate and rupee incorporation f 

(c) Have Government given consideration to the question as to whether 
the methods employed by the Western India Match Company will result 
eventually in the absorption of every Indian match-manufacturing concern 
or else its destruction f 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : With your permission, Sir, I propose to answer 
questions Nos. 1072 to 1074 together. The activities of the Swedish 
Match Company and their effect on the indigenous match industry are 
under (jxaraination by the Government of India. The Government are 
not in a position at present to make any statement on the subject. 

Representation by the Indian Match-Manufacturers* Association. 

tl073. ^Sirdar Sohan Singh : (a) Have Government received any re- 
presentation from the Indian Match-Manufacturers* Association ? If so, 
what action has been taken on that representation ? 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state* whether the charges made 
by the Indian Match-Manufacturers* Association against the Western 
India Match Company were communicated to Government and whether 
Government informed the Indian Match-Manufacturers* Association that 
they were communicating those charges to the Western India Match 
Company t 

(c) Is it a fact that the Indian Match-Manufacturers* Association 

agreed to this proposition pn the understamdiDg that the rejoinder issued 
by the Western India Company would be communicated to them t 

(d) Is it a fact that the rejoindep has not been communicated to the 
Indian Match-Manufacturers’ Association T 

PrOTOCTION pop ^E MfTCH iNDpSTRY. 

tl07«. Sirdar Sohan Singh : Are Govexitment prepared to eonaidar : 

(1) the levy of excise duty, and 

(2) the fixation of a minimum selling price, 

in order that the necessary amount of protection should be afforded to ti^ 
Ipdi^n match- manufacturers against the progress of cut-^hroet competition 
hy the Swedish combine and its offshoots t 

Contracts for Motor Mail Srrvices in Madras and Calcutta. 

1076. ’f’Skdar Karbws Bingh Brar : (a) What is the subsidy for mail- 
motor serv’ice in Madras and Calcutta t When were the contracts for 
these seiwices entered into and for w'hat period ? Is there any provision 
in the contracts to terminate them by giving notice ? What is the object 
of sneh provision t 

(h) Are Government aware that there is a feeling that the India CoiPr 
Pfiny i9 unduly favoured by the Depgrtment both as regards the abnormaBy 
high subsidy and abnormally long period of the contract V Why cannot 


tFor angwer to this question, see answer to question No. 1072. 
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Gavemment take advantage of the provision for terminating the contract 
by noti(;e and take new contracts by open competition ? 

(c) Are Government aware that in Madras it is possible to give the 
contract on Rs. 6,000 or Rs. 7,000 a month instead of the Rs. 10,000 paid 
to the India Company 1 

{d) Are Government aware that the Managing Director of the Com- 
pany is in the habit of entertaining the Director General and Postmasters 
General at tea-parties and dinner parties and that a few months back lie 
even entertained the present Postmaster General and his predecessor to a 
dance ? Are Government prepared to issue orders deprecating high 
officers placing themselves under obligation to contractors ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to terminate the contract of Madras 
under the notice clause and to give a fresh contract by open competition ? 

Kr. J. A. Shillidy : (g) The replies to the four questions in this 
part are seriatim as follows : 

First. — ^Monthly subsidy — 

Madras, Rs. 10,000 recently reduced to Rs. 9,000 ; 

Calcutta, for the first five years Rs. 17,000, for the next five 
years Rs. 16,000. 

Second. — ^Madras, 16th May, 1921, 15 years — 

Calcutta, 1st September, 1925, 10 years. 

Third. — There is such a clause in the form of agreement drawn up 
in the case of Madras, but not in that of Calcutta, there being 
in both cases, however, the usual clause empowering Govern- 
ment to terminate the agreement for default. 

Fourth. — To give either party option of release for any reason. 

(b) The reply to the first part is in the negative. With respect to 
the second part, the Madras subsidy has been reduced by Rs. 1,000 a month 
and Government do not consider any further action necessary at present. 
As already stated, the Calcutta agreement is not terminable by notice. 

(c) No, Sir. 

(d) So far as the Postmasters General are concerned. Government 
have no information. So far as the present Director General is concerned, 
he has informed Government that he has from time to time accepted the 
invitation to a tea-party from a gentleman, whom he supposes is the 
Managing Director. 

I may say that I give this explanation at the special request of the 
Director General himself, but personally I thought that idl who know 
Sir Hubert Sams will agree with me that an explanation of this kind is 
utterly unnecessary. 

With respect to the second part of this question, Government see no 
necessity to issue any such orders, as Government can trust the Director 
General and a Postmaster General to accept such hospitality with discre- 
tion. I would add that since the Director General visited Madras in 
December, 1930, the question of reducing the subsidy has been energeti- 
cally pursued and concluded by the Director General. 



QUB8TIONS Am) AKSWEBS. 


119S 


(e) In the circumstances already indicated, Government do not 
propose to take the action suggested by the Honourable Member. 

Bfr. K. P. Tbampan : May I know what objection Government have 
to inviting tenders for the contract in Madras t 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy : There is a contract now. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is there any objection to inviting tenders when 
the contract expires ? Is it not necessary to find out whether there are 
others who can do the work for a smaller or a lesser amount ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : We have entered into a contract now. 

Mr. K. P. niampan : How long has the present contractor been 
entrusted with this work f. 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy : I should like notice of that, please. 

CONHRMATION OF TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES IN THE RAILWAY BoARD. 

1076. *Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur ; (a) Is it a fact that 
for a considerable time past a number of qualified men have been working 
in the office of the Railway Board in temporary capacities ? 

(6) Are any vacancies likely to occur in the Third Division in the 
near future and is there any proposal under consideration to confirm in 
these vacancies those qualified men who have been working for a long time 
in a temporary capacity ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) Except for temporary men who were engaged before recruit- 
ment to the iE^ilway Board’s office was made through the Public Service 
Commission, preference is given to qualified men. Such vacancies as 
existed have been so filled recently and no more are likely to arise in the 
near future. ... i 


Travelling Allowances and Railway Fares. 

1077. '*Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Government please state whether 
it is a fact that the North Western Railway have increased their fares from 
the 1st October 1931 1 

(b) If so, do Government propose to revise the travelling allowance 
rates admissible to men employed in the Government of India offices, so 
that they may have effect from the 1st October 1931 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that first and second class railway fares are admissible 
to men drawing Rs. 751 and Rs. 201, respectively f Are Government 
prepared to raise the limit to Rs. 1,001 and Rs. 401, respectively, thereby 
saving a considerable amount of money ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes, except for journeys 
of over 300 miles by intemediate class, in which case the fares have been 
reduced. 

(b) Yes. 

,(c) Yes. This point is one of those that will be considered in con- 
^etion with the revision of the traveling allowance rules which is at 
present engaging the attention of Government. 
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Provision op increased Intermediate" Class Accommodation for tbi 
Move prom Simla to Delhi. 

1078. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that a very few intermediate 
class compartments are available at Simla and Kalka on the occasion oj 
the Government of India move t 

(b) If so, do Government propose to instruct the railway authorities 
at both the places to look into the matter and do the needful ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. The intermediate class accommoda- 
tion available on the Kallca-Simla section is adequate for normal require- 
ments, but is not sufiieicnt for the abnormal traffic created by the inovo 
of tlie Government of India from Simla to Delhi and Delhi to Simla. 

(6) Government understand that the North Western Railway Ad- 
ministration utilise to the fullest extent possible all carriages available 
when traffic is abnormal and do not consider that any instructions to the 
Administration are called for. 

Discussion of Reports op the REniENCHMENT Committees. 

1079. “Sir Hari Singh Gour : (a) Is it the intention of Government 
to give this House an opportunity this session to discuss the question of 
retrenchment of the general expenditure, with or without the aid of the 
reports of the various Retrenchment Committees appointed for the pur- 
pose of advising Government on the subject ? 

(b) If so, wliat date will be set apart for the purpose ? If not, when 
is this House to be given such opportunity ? 

The ^^pnrfiblp Sir Qeorge Behnstep : I would refe;* the Honourable 
Member to the announcement which I made last Thursday. 

(Hr Qari Biart Apar : In view 9$ thp qaestioo, 

will the Honourable Member be pleased to repeat the annoancement 
which he says he made last Thursday ? We do not seem to have heard 
it. 

The Honourable Sir ^orgp Bc^pster : I should have thought that 
the Honourable Member would have recollected a subject on which 
'Aere was so very full a debate on Saturday. My announcement referred 
to two things ; firstly, to our currency policy, and secondly, to the inten- 
tion of Government to introduce a Finance Bill this week. In explaining 
the latter intention, I said that that would afford the opportunity 
for this Assembly to discuss the (Government’s retrenchment plans 
about which I had repeatedly been asked various questions during the 
course of this session. The discussion of the Finance BiU and the whole 
of the Government’s financial programme will give opportunities for 
discussing Government’s retrenchment plans, which are perhaps the most 
important part of the Government’s financial programme. 

. Sir ^ari B^ngh Gour : Do I understand the Honourable the Finance 
Member to imply that the Government’s retrenchment plans are coiH" 
pleted ? If I understand aright, the Committees have not yet gone into 
all the items Avhich were placed before them. 

ipjie BoaaQgrabla Sir Schnstar : I think, I may ask the 

Hopourable Mmriber, Sir, to await the statement which I" propose to instf? 
this evening. 
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Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh ; May I ask if the Government have any 
knowledge as to the amount of savings that will be effected as a result 
of these retrenchment proposals ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I shall do my best to convey 
to this House the knowledge which the Government have in the course 
of my statement this evening. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know when the Retrenchment 
Roj)orts will be presented to the House ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : All Retrenchment Reports 
which have already been received will be circulated to Honourable 
Members along with any financial statements which are being circulated 
this evening. 


Alternative Procedure to Questions. 

1080. *Mr. G. Morgan : Have Government considered what procedure, 
other than that of interpellation and answer, is possible to provide Honour- 
able Members with such information as may be desired in respect to depart- 
mental detail, particularly concerning appointments on railways, with a 
view to saving : — 

{a) the time of the Assembly ; and 

(6) the very considerable labour and expense involved in collect- 
ing the information t 

The Honourable Sir George Sainy : [a) and (b). The matter is one 
in which the remedy lies rather in the hands of Honourable Members 
than in the hands of Government. The time of the Assembly would be 
saved if Honourable Members were to ration themselves in the matter 
of stars. (Laughter.) But if the information asked for is to be fiup- 
plied, I do not at present see how the labour and expense involved in 
collecting it is to be avoided. (Laujsht^,) 

XIr. Ahni gg : Are Government aware that if the various higjb 
officials on the railways will only put a proper and sufficient check op the 
officials below them so as to ensure t^at they do not commit irregularities 
and illegalities in the Department, such cases may be greatly reduced ? 

Mr. fL, A. III. Pmpns : Sir, 1 am afraid, I am entirely unable to accept 
the Honourable Mfember^s allegation that the high officers on the railways 
3o not do their best to stop illegalities on the railways. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : May I, Sir, with your permission, illustrate my 
meaning with some actual cases t 

A. 4* Parsons : Sir, I shall be delighted if the Honourable 
Member will bring to my notice definite cases of which he is aware. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Are Government aware that Mr. Parsons had been 
informed adequately of various grievances of those connected with the 
<?oal-fields, and that in the matter of acceptance of tenders for the 
supply of coal, there has been a lot of agitation, and if Mr. Parsons will 

to the coal-fields, he can look into the question and thereby save 
Government thousands of rupees f 

Bie Honourable Sir George Bainy : I am afraid, I could not catch 

Honourable Member's question, Sir. 
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Hr. E. Aluned : Is it not a faet that the Honourable Mr. Parsons was 
informed adequately that there are lots of grievances of the people of 
this country in the matter of the acceptance of tenders of coal and other 
goods that his Department consmne every year on the many lines of 
railways under him f 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons ; I have not been informed of these facts, if 
they are facts, nor do I think this supplementary question really arises 
out of the main question. 

JBr. K. Ahmed : Is it not a fact also that there is one Chief Engineer 
of Mines at Calcutta at 1, Council House Street with whom the Honour- 
able Member is familiar, and that there is a lot of illegality done in that 
ofSce in the matter of the acceptance of tenders of coal t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : The Honourable Member is referring to a 
case which took place very nearly ten years ago, and in which the 
higher officials of the railway took steps to stop the illegality. 

Mr, E. Ahmed : And in spite of that, there have been a lot of 
questions asked, and which have not been adequately answered ? 

Dr. E. D. Dalai : May I ask if the Government can give us the 
average cost of answering a question f (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : I should certainly have notice 
of that, Sir, before I could answer that question. 

Postponement op Examinations for the Indian Audit and Accounts 

AND Forest Services. 

1081. •Mr. Bahimtoola M. Ohinoy ; (o) Is it a fact that Government 
have decided not to hold examinations fbr the Indian Audit and Accounts 
Service and the Indian Forest Service this year f If so, what are the 
reasons for it f 

(h) If the answer to part (o) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to state for how long they have postponed these examinations ? 

fe) Do Government realise that as a result of this postponement 
many candidates will be over-age and will thus be deprived, for ever, from 
appearing in these examinations t 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of extending 
the age-limit for those examinations for those candidates, who will be 
deprived from sitting for these examinations for no fault of theirs ? If 
not, why not T 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; (a) I would refer 
the Honourable Member to the replies given by the Honourable Sir James 
Crerar to parts (d) and (e) of Mr. Bhuput Singh’s question No. 121 and 
parts (o) and (h) of his question No. 384 on the 10th and 16th September, 
1931, respectively. 

(b) No decision has yet been taken regarding recruitment in future 
years. 

(c) This is possible. 

(d) It will not be necessary to insider the Honourable Member’s 
suggestion if recruitment to the Indian Forest Service on an all-India 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


119T 


basis is stopped under the new constitution. As reg£i|i^s the Indian Audit 
and A<5counts and allied Services, Government are not prepared to extend 
age limit at the examination, if any, to be held in 1932 or in subse- 
quent years. The grievance of a candidate disappointed by the absence 
of an examination this year, but afforded an expectation by the extension 
of the age limit that an examination will be held in 1932 would be greatly 
accentuated if in the end, it should happen that there is no examination 
next year, or that the number of vacancies is so small a.i to reduce to 
insignificant dimensions his chances of success. 


Grant to the Indian Research Fund Association. 


1082. ^Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur ; (a) Is it a fact 
that the grant from the Government of India to the Indian Research 
Fund Association prior to the Inchcape cut was Rs. 7,50,000 a year ? 

(6) If so, is it a fact that the administrative charges for the central 
office of the said Association were incurred on account of only one routine 
division clerk (Rs. 75 — 4: — 155) ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Inchcape Retrenchment Committee cut down 
the grant to Rs. 5,00,000 a year ? 

(d) If so, is it a fact that the post of the clerk was converted to that 
of an assistant (Rs. 120 —8 — 160 — 10 — 350) ? If so, why ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Government annual grant to the Association 
was restored to Rs. 7,50,000 in 1925 t 

(/) If so, will Government please state whether the post of the clerk 
was changed to a higher grade of Rs. 200 — 12 — 440, and if so, the reason 
why this was done ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Iffian Sir FazM-Husain : (a) No. 

It was Rs. 5 laklis a year. 

(6) Prior to 1923, there \vas one clerk in the office of the Governing 
Body of the Association in the grade of Rs. 100 — 8 — 300 per mensem and 
one clerk in the office of the Scientific Ad,visory Board in the grade of 
Rs. 75 — 4 — 155 per mensem. 

(c) No. As a result of the recommendation of the Inchcape Betrench- 
ment Committee, the grant to the Association was temporarily suspended 
from the 1st April, 1923. 


(d) When the offices of the Governing Body of the Association and 
of the Scientific Advisory Board were amalgamated in 1923 and placed 
Tinder the Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India, the 
clerical work of the combined office was performed by the clerk employed 
in the office of the Scientific Advisory Board. As the work had become 
much more important and onerous than before on account of the amalga- 
mation of the two offices, the post was converted into one of an Assistant 
in the grade of Rs. 120 — 8 — 160 — 10 — 350 per mensem. 


(e) No. The grant was only partly restored with effect from 1925-26< 
^nd was fixed at Rs. 7,50,000 per annum only with effect from 1st April, 


(/) It was represented that the work entrusted to the incumbent of 
the post was onerous and responsible and that its quantity and quality 
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compared favourably with that on which First Orade Assistants in the 
Office of the Director General, Indian Medical Service, would ordinarily 
be employed. The appointment was ther^ore convert^ into that of a 
first grade Assistant on Rs. 200 — 12—440, with effect from the 15th 
September, 1928. 

Retrenchment of Grant and Staff of the Indian Research Fund 

Assocution. 

1083. ^Ihlr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : {a) Is it a fact 
that the Government of India contemplate cutting do^vn the grant of 5 
lakhs to the Indian Research Fund Association to Rs. 2^ lakhs annually ? 

(6) If so, will Government please state whether they are also going 
to reduce the strength of the administrative staff ? 

(c) Will Government please also say if they contemplate cutting 
down the scales of pay ? If not, why not ? Is it a fact that service 
under the Association is of a temporary nature ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir FazI-i-Husain : {n) The 
question of reducing the grant to the Indian Research Fund Association 
is at present under the consideration of Government. 

(6) and (c). It is for the Association to decide the strength of the ad- 
ministrative staff under it and the scales of pay to be given. Government 
understand that service under the Association is of a temporary nature. 

Staff op the Indian Research Fund Association. 

1084. *Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact 
that there are now five clerks employed to carry on the work of the 
Research Fund Association in the central office while there used to he 
only one clerk in the years prior to the year 1925 ? If so, will Govern- 
ment please state what new necessity has arisen for this increase ? 

(6) Are Government aware that all appointments to these five posts 
were made only in April last ? If so, will Government please say wJiy 
in the interests of economy the new scales of pay which Government 
contemplate sanctioning for new entrants in future were not made appli- 
cable to these posts ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : {a) As 
regards the first part of the question, Government understand that the 
Honourable Member’s information is correct. 

As regards the last part and part (6) of the question, the Honourable 
Member is referred to the reply already given to (h) and of his ques- 
tion No. 1083. 

Appointments in the Office op the Indian Research Fund Association. 

1085. *Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : (a) Is it a 
that the office of the Indian Research Fund Association is an entity 
quite apart from the office of the Director General, Indian Medical Ser- 
vice ? 

(6) Is it a fact that a probationary period of six months is necessary 
before confirming a person transferred to another department or office * 
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(o) Is it a fact that the first and the second assistants in the office 
of the Indian Research Fund Association, who were selected from the 
office of the Diiector General, Indian Medical Service, were confirmed 
without a probationary period of six months ? If so, will Government 
state the reasons which dictated this departure ? 

The Honoorabk^ Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasd-i-Husain : (a) Yes 
(ft) No. 

(c) As regards the first part of the question, Government understand 
that the Honourable Member’s information is correct. As regards the 
last part of the question, the reply given to (6) and (c) of his question 
No. 1083 meets it. 

Overworked Railway Staff at Bhatni Station on the Bengal and North 

Western Railway. 

1086. *Bhai Parma Nand ; (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the following remarks of a first class Magistrate, at 
Gorakhpur, who tried the accused, under sections 101 Railways Act and 
304-A, I. P. C., in the train collision which took place at Bhatni Station 
on the Bengal and North-Western Railway on the night of 24th Novem- 
ber, 1928, in his judgment announced on the 5th March, 1929 ? 

Before I finish I would like to give advice to the Railway 
authorities on one or two points. The evidence shows that 
the subordinate staff of Bhatni has to work 12 hours a day, 
but at the end of the week they are required to work for all 
24 hours. This is not proper and no one should be made to 
work the whole day and night without a L*>reak. — Certain 
points at Bhatni have no indicators. These should be pro- 
vided without further delay, 

(6) If so, will Government please state : 

(i) whether steps have been taken by the railway authorities to 

discontinue the practice of making the staff work all 24 
hours ; 

(ii) whether indicators have been provided to the points at 

Bhatni ; 

(Hi) whether Government and the railway authorities propose 
to consider the advice to be generally followed at all 
stations ; 

(iv) whether points at stations between Darbhanga and Nar- 

katiaganj on this railway are not fitted with indicators ; 

(v) whether the President of the Bengal and North Western 

Railwaymen’s Association suggested to the Agent of the 
Railway that the points at those stations should be fitted 
with indicators and the Agent replied to the effect that 
he was unaware of any hardship felt, but would inquire ; 
and 

(vi) if so, what has been the result of his inquiry f 

(c) How many points on this Railway are not fitted with indicat- 
ors t 
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(d) How many of such points are on the open line, over which trains 
carrying passengers mn 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) The Honourable Member’s question is 
the first intimation Government have had of the Magistrate’s remarks, and 
I should like to thank him for bringing them to onr notice. 

(b), (c) and (d). I am calling for certain information from the 
Agent, Bengal and North Western JEtailway and will communicate with 
the Honourable Member when it is received. 

Privileges or Employees of Bengal and North Western Railway 

Workshops. 

1087. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) With reference to the reply given to 
unstarred question No. 324, part (d), on the 20th March, 1931, will Gov- 
ernment be pleased to state whether the Agent, Bengal and North West- 
ern Railway, has been asked to consider the question of extending to 
the employees in the workshops of that Railway the privileges recently 
extended to the employees of the State Railway workshops 1 

(b) If so, has the said question been considered by the Agent and 
what privileges have been extended to his Railway workshop employees 
and which of them have not been extended ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) I have called for the information from the Agent, Bengal and 
North Western Railway and will communicate with the Honourable 
Member on its receipt. 

Interpretation op a Railway Provident Fund and Gratuity Rule. 

1088. ’'‘Bhai Parma Nand ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the Agent, Bengal and North Western Railway, was authorised 
by the Railway Board to explain to the Secretary of the Bengal and 
North-Western Railwaymen’s Association, the phrase, “ proper 
authority ” that occurred in the Standing Order No. 4, published over 
the signature of the Board’s Secretary, to the then provident fund and 
gratuity rules f 

(b) If not, what authority did he hold to explain it and why was 
the Secretary of the said Association asked by the Railway Board, when 
he applied for interpretation of the said phrase, to refer the question to 
the Agent of that Railway t 

Mir. A. A. L. Parsons : I am unable to understand the Honourable 
Member’s question as the words “ proper authority ” do not appear m 
Standing Order No. 4 to the State R^way Provident Fund Rules. Nor 
have I been able to trace any correspondence with either the Agent oi 
the Bengal and North Western Railway, or the Association mentioned 
by tbe Honourable Member bn the subject. 

Pay of Indian Guards on the North Western Railway. 

1089. ’"Bhai Parma Nand : (a) What is the maximum scale of > 
guard’s pay* on the Bengal and North Western Railway t 

(b) How many of the guards get the maximum pay ? 
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(c) la it a i!act that none of the Indian guards on that railway get the 
maximum pay ? If so, why not ? 

(d) What is the maximum pay which the Indian guards get there I 

(e) What is the number of Indian guards on that Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : I have called for information from the Agent^ 

Bengal and North Western Railway and will communicate with the 
Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Examination for Lower Paid Staff of Railways. 

1090. '^Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the examination of the lower paid establishment of the railways 
has been finished ? 

(&) (i) If so, with what result ? 

(ii) If not, when is the examination likely to be finished J And 
why is it taking so long ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (b). The examination of the wages 

of the lower paid employees of State-managed Railways and of some of 
the Company-managed Railways has been made and as a result the scale 
of wages has been improved on the following railways : 

Eastern Bengal Railway, 

East Indian Railway. 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

Assam Bengal Railway. 

Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

Provision of a Post Office near the Tatanagar Foundry. 

1091. '^Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Have Government received any com- 
munieiation from the General Manager of the Tatanagar Foundry Works 
addressed to the Postmaster General of Bihar and Orissa for the estab- 
lishment of a post ofldce near the Foundry works ? 

(6) If so, will Government he pleased to state what action, if any, 
has been taJien in the matter ? 

Sir Bubert Sams : (a) and (b). Government have no information. 
The matter is within the competence of the Postmaster-General, to whom 
^ copy of the question is being sent. 


STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE. 

Riots in the North-West Frontier Province. 

Mr. E. B. Howell (Foreign Secretary) : As promised in my reply to 
^ supplementary question, I lay on the table the answer to starred 
b256LAD 3 
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qae.stious Nos. 526 and 527 asked by Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer on the 17tti 
September, 1931, regarding riots in the North-West Frontier Province. 

526. (a) One only, Dera Ismail Khan in 1931. 

(b) Kulachi on the 15th August, 1931. 

(c) Government will await the report of the Commission of Inquiry, 

527. (a) Five Hindus and two Muhammadans were killed in Dera Ismail Khan, 
and one Hindu and one Muhammadan in Kulachi. As regards the damage done to 
Hindu property, Government have as yet no reliable informatioiu 

(b) Muslims 
Hindus 
Sikhs 

Miscellaneous 

(c) This is under the consideration of Government. 

(d) A subscription list has been opened and Rs. 10,000 promised, of which Rs. 2,000 
has been paid by the Chief Commissioner and Rs. 500 by the Deputy Commissioner. 
As regards the balance, Sub-Committees of Hindus and Muhammadans have been 
constituted to collect the subscriptions but no sums are yet forthcoming. No applica- 
tion for relief has been received by the Deputy Commissioner except for the grant 
of a Government ioan which has not been sanctioned. It is understood that a number 
of wealthy Hindu gentlemen have of their own initiative contributed towards the relief 
of the siiffererb. 

(e) Two special magistrates have been appointed to try cases arising out of tho 
riots at Dera Ismail Khan. 

343 Muslims have been arrested of whom seven have been discharged, and tlir(‘e 
sentenced to one yearns rigorous imprisonment each. The cases of the others are under 
trial. 


MESSAGE PROM THE COUNCIL OP STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, the following Message has been 
received from the Council of State : 

** I am directed to state that the Council of State has at its meeting held on the 
28th September, 1931, agreed without any amendments to the following Bills which were 
passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 21st September, 1931, 
namely : ‘ 

1. A Bill to amend the law providing for the immediate effect for a limited 

period of provisions in Bills relating to tho imposition or increase of 
duties of customs or excise, and 

2. A Bill to provide for the protection of the heavy chemical industry.'' 


OBJECTION TO INTRODUCTION OF A SECOND FINANCE BILL. 

Sir Hari Singh 6our (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I should like to make a short statement with refer- 
ence to the last item in today^s Agenda. Honourable Members will re- 
member that only three days back they passed a Resolution moved by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Chetty, the last clause of which runs as follows : 

“ "With reference to the announcement made by the Honourable Finance iMcmber 
about the introduction of a second Finance Bill, this Assembly is of opinion tliat pro- 
posals for taxation shoulfl not be made without giving . due notice to Honoinnbb* 
Members, and that no proposal for taxation must be made in the present session. ' ' 

I find that in spite of the striking majority by which this Resolu- 
tion was passed, the Honourable the Finance Member has annouuced 
intention of ■ introducing a new Finance Bill at five this afternoon. I wish 
to point out that the proposal to saddle this country with addition«i 


55 per cent. 
42 per cent. 
I J per cent. 
14 per cent. 
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taxation at this juncture is in our opinion both premature and inoppor- 
tune. We think that, before Government embark on the proposal of fresh 
taxation, tliey should take this House into their confidence regarding the 
effect of their retrenchment proposals and the extent of the economies 
thereby expected or probable. Further, the Government have only the other 
day giveji effect to their new currency policy. The eff'ect of its impact on 
(lie trade and finances of the country has yet to be seen. In England, which 
is faced with a similar situation, the Government laid their cards on the 
table and informed the people what retrenchments they had effected or were 
possible. It is only then that they demanded fresh taxation. That policy 
should have been followed here. It has not been followed, and we there- 
fore enter our emphatic protest against the hasty, and we think panicky, 
measure based on no assured data. In this connection we are not for- 
getful of the fact that the Government have been saddling the country 
with additional taxes during the last two years, and which in the year 
of unprecedented depression admit of no expansion. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) ; 
Sir, I support the suggestion that has been made by my Honourable friend 
Sir Hari Singh Gour. It seems to me, almost inconceivable that after 
the Resolution that was passed only the other day by a very decisive 
majority. Government should introduce a Finance Bill at this session. I 
am of course perfectly aware that the Government of India have hardly 
any policy of their own. It is the Secretary of State who presides at 
Whitehall that dictates the policy of the Government of India, and the 
Assembly would like to know whether the Finance Bill, which the Hon- 
ourable Member wishes to introduce at this session, has not also been 
dictated by the Secretary of State. Sir, this Assembly gave their fullest 
co-operation to the Government in introducing sufficient retrenchment in 
order to enable the Government to balance their Budget. We have only 
been partially able to go through our task, and as a member of one of the 
Retrenchment Committees, — ^not an unimportant one — I am in a position 
to state that a good deal more money can be found by means of retrench- 
ment, than has yet been done. We are specially anxious that the Army 
Budget should b.e reduced properly, and if that is done there will be no 
difficulty for the Finance Member to balance his Budget. Sir, I cannot 
understand why there is this hurry. There is also, as has been pointed 
out, the question of the currency policy of Government. T^at the effect 
of linking the rupee to sterling — ^not gold but the paper sterling of Eng- 
land — at this juncture will be, we do not know yet. Surely Government 
ought to wait and see what effect this policy has. Government expect that 
linking the rupee to sterling is going to benefit India. If that is so, why 
cannot we wait and see to what extent India benefits f I submit. Sir, 
there is no justification for the Government to introduce any new taxation 
at this session. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I 
will only ask your permission to say a very few words. It seems to me 
that the procedure is perhaps a little curious. I have apparently listened 
to two speeches which are replies to the speech which I am myself going 
to make this afternoon. But, Sir, I should like to say this that I am 
??lad my Honourable friend has made this statement, because it gives 

an opportunity of saying now that I do sympathise very much with a 
^J’cat deal that he has said. T think he will find when he listens to the 
statement which I will make this afternoon and which is already in the 

b2 
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Press, — Bo th-at my Honourable friend will believe that I have not cook- 
ed it in order to meet his remarks — think he will find when he listens 
to that statement, that I have dealt with a great many of the points 
which he has raised ; and I hope I shall be able to convince the House 
that in spite of the objections which my Honourable friends 
have raised, objections which I myself feel very strongly, it was our 
duty to take the course that we are taking now. I should like particu- 
larly to mention the question of retrenchment. I had certainly never 
intended to stand up in this House and bring forward proposals fur 
taxation until T had been able to satisfy the House that we have done 
everything possible in the way of retrenchment. I hope that when 1 
make my speech this afternoon, I will be able to satisfy every Member 
in every quarter of the House that as far as that aspect of the matter is 
concerned, we on this side think exactly the same as Honourable Mem- 
bers opposite. 


THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS PRESERVATION (AMENDMENT) 

BiLL. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member 
for Education, Health and Lands) : Sir, T move : 

“ Tliat the Bill to amend the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904, fur 
certain purposes, be taken into consideration. ’ ' 

Honourable Members will remember that this Bill was introduf^^d 
by me early this sesion. They probably would like to know a little 
bit of the history of this legislation. The Act which this amending liill 
seeks to amend Avas passed in 1904 and so far as I can see there was no 
Act on the subject which preceded that legislation. So it may be said 
that Indian legislation on the subject began with the beginning of this 
centurj^ Honourable Members will remember that this was one of the 
things for which India can rightly be grateful to Lord Curzon. (Hear, 
near.) He not only founded the Department of Archaeology so to speak 
and thus raised India to a position of importance and eminence in the 
archaeological world of modem times, but he was peculiarly lucky id 
selecting the Director of Archaeology in the person of Sir (then Mr.) 
John Marshall who not only created and developed this Department, 
but who attained to very considerable eminence in the archaeological 
world of today. He not only founded the Indian school of Archaeolojjy, 
administered the Department, and took pains to preserve ancient monn- 
ments, but laid up programmes of survey, exploration and excavation. 
Thanks to his efforts and the efforts of his colleagues, India today, as 
I have said before, occupies an honourable position in the archfeologicnl 
world. The good work done by Sir John Marshall was not limited to 
doing his duty in this way but he proceeded further and imbued his 
Indian colleagues with the same spirit of self-sacrifice and enterprise an<l 
interest in this subject, which has enabled the Government of India re- 
cently to appoint the first Indian Director of Archaeology in the pcTson 
of R. B. Daya Bam. In the beginning we were not really willing to, or 
at all events did not, spare much of our money to be devoted to areh^- 
logy and it \faa only recently that we were able to spare something 
5 lakhs a year for work connected with exploration, excavation and “o 
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on. It has been felt for a long time that the archaeology of India 
went back to v»hat as school boys we understood as, the period of our 
ancestors the Aryans coming into India. But the latest excavations 
indicate that it goes much further back and that what was at one time 
considered as prehistoric about a thousand years B. C., in the light of 
these excavations appears to be more or less recent. The excavations 
at Harappa and Mahen-jo-daro are able to take us as far back as 4,000 
or 5,000 B. C. and it is very doubtful whether many of us, indigenous 
Indians, as we call ourselves, can claim to be the direct descendants of 
the civilised people of 4,000 or 5,000 B. C. However, that is by the way. 
Now we have fallen on more or less poverty-stricken days. The Mem- 
bers know full well that there is but one word which at once enlists the 
sympathies of the whole House on both sides, and that one word is not 
archaeologj’^ but retrenchment, with the result that excavation, explora- 
tion and survey have been definitely stopped and for several months past, 
as a matter of fact during this year, fresh recruitment is at a standstill. 
Many posts have been held in abeyance and I have practically made up 
my mind to act in accordance with the recommendations of the General 
Purposes fiommittee relating to this subject. That means that for the 
next two or tliree years, let us hope — ^and may be for many more years to 
come — we will not be able to spare any money for the work of exploration 
and excavation and will be able to maintain the existing ancient monu- 
meuls to a less degree than we have been doing in the past. For the last 
fivt* years and more there has been a proposal under consideration whe- 
ther it is wise for us not to have a provision w^hich would enable us to 
enlist the co-oi)oration of scientific bodies, Indian as well as non-Indian, 
in this w(.»rk of scientific excavation, and if so how we ought to proceed 
about it. Tluu’e have been the usual objections, it is our duty, why put 
it on to others V' Well, Sir, the field of this duty, the scope of this duty, 
is so vast that I am assured that in regard to such areas as have been 
surveyed iij) till now, if an attempt were made to explore them and funds 
of not less than 5 lakhs were invested every year in that additional work 
and we were hard at it for a hundred years, we would not be able to do 
more tlian .1 or 2 ])er cent, of the surveyed area that exists. Cohsidering 
all these Tuatters. and after consulting the Local Governments, I came to 
the conclusion that we ought to bo imbued with the spirit of scientific bro- 
therhood in the matter of ancient monuments or archaeology, because 
ai'clueology after all can be recent and ancient. The question is whether 
if cc oi)eralion from foreign scientists can be forthcoming, it is not wise 
to welcome it — no doubt on certain terms. The terms we had tu inind 
were firstly that if excavation led to the discovery of a monument which 
was a fixture, naturally that must remain in India. Again if we came 
iipoii a monument of national importance and it wqs only one of the kind, 
iiatiirally w-e could not let it go out of India. But in cases where there 
wore detachable monuments and more than one of them, whether it was 
not right that those who come and spend their talent, their money and 
fbpir energy in helping us to explore these vast areas, should not be given 
^ part of the finds and whether we should not divide the whole finds 
between the central museum, the provincial museums and the man who 
and invests his knowledge, energy and money in the undertaking. 

This in brief is the scheme of enlisting the co-operation of outsidey^ 
®^n-Iudians, in this venture. Why are we anxious to do so I There ai»^ 

dangers which make it necessary to do something of the sort. The 
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first is that in Sind where the Sukkur Barrage scheme is bound to do 8 
great deal of good to the people, in passing it does a little harm too, be 
cause it raises the sub-soil level of water in the areas through which canah 
and sub-canals pass, with the result that these areas wherein ancieni 
monuments may be existing are spoiled and the whole thing is wasted anc 
ruined and the chances of excavating successfully are very much reduced 
Then there are instances where the people who are on the spot have no eye 
for art and no care for archaeology ; they have been known to uneartl: 
these ancient cities and excavate them for a very petty gain, unearthing 
bricks and selling them, with the result that in Harappa many a city which 
we could have excavated more or less in the condition in which it was four 
thousand or three thousand years B. C., we cannot piece together now. 

These are the tw^o reasons Avhich necessitate our controlling excava- 
tion and securing the cooperation of other people in excavation work. 

There is one thing more and that is we ought to control the work 
of excavation. At present it can be done by anybody, and when the people 
do not kno^v bow to do it safely, that is to say, without doing harm to the 
monuments, they do it badl^' and spoil them ; and then they are their own 
masters and they can sell them, export them, and do anything they lilce 
with them. There is a provision which enables us to declare a site as a 
protected area. It has to be acquired by Government no doubt ; but the 
monument is safe. T consider this control of excavation most essential in 
the interests of the future of archaeology in India. I am not anxious that 
this Bill should be taken into consideration today, if there is any desire 
whatsoever on the part of any section of the House, even if it is a small 
one, that it ought to be first considered in Select Committee. There is )io 
urgency about it ; it can wait for a few weeks, or even for a few months 
for the matter of that. But you have to decide what you want to do. I 
notice that there are two motions tabled, one for referring it to Select Com- 
mittee and another for circulating it for expression of public opinion. As 
I have said, there is no question of importance or prestige about it. Do 
you really think that a large number of the public are very keenly in- 
terested in the two matters that I have mentioned ? 

An Honourable Member : They ought to be. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : They 
ought to be, I quite agree. But I look round in the galleries and it does 
not encourage me very much to hope that they are 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda (Ajmer-Merwara : General) : Why, look 
at the empty benches ! 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain ; There you 

are ; I see a very strongly representative body of Members in front of 
me, and therefore on the whole my own view is that the requirements of 
the case will be fully met if we had a good strong Select Committee on 
the subject. Moreover, circulation has a certain mark of inferiority about 
it — ^that you try to circulate what you do not want — and I trust that tliat 
is not really the feeling of any part of this House 

,Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) ; May I know one thing f T^at according to the Honour- 
able Member is the principle of this Bill 1 If a motion for Select Com- 
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niittee is accepted, we will be accepting the principle of the Bill, and what 
according to him is the principle involved in this ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Bfian Sir Fad-i-Husain : There pe 

two principles : one is control of excavation to the extent of declaring 
an area to be protected, so that after that declaration non-scientific people 
or people who do not obtain permission of the proper authorities may not 
spoil it. That is the main principle. The second is whether it is not wise 
to have the co-operation of bodies other than Government, whether scienti- 
fic bodies in India or outside, in order to help Government in the work of 
exploration. Whether that co-operation should be limited to Indians or 
should be extended to non-Indians is again a matter in which the Select 
rommittee will have absolute discretion. If you apprehend that when you 
have referred the matter to Select Committee, I as Chairman will say, 
“ This is all finished ; the foreigner has come in I assure you that I 
have no such intention in the matter, and it would not be right. After 
all, neithei I nor my Director General of Archseology are outsiders. There- 
fore if what I have submitted meets with the approval of the House, I 
assure you tliat I have no desire to rush the Bill in any way and I leave 
the matter in your hands. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Sir, I rise to move that this Bill, this 
rcry unwelcome Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon. It 
was with feelings of deep sorrow and pain that I read some of the provisions 
of this Bill, and it is with an oppressed heart and a feeling of helpless- 
ness Jhat I rise to move my motion. The matter of the Bill is not only 
of the greatest, but is of vital importance to those who have the pride of 
their country in them, or who have even the slightest idea of their duty 
to the dead and to the living in this country. This Bill is not an honest 
attempt on the part of those who have instigated this measure, to compass 
their object. It is hitting below the belt. The Bill is so cleverly, so skil- 
fully, so unfairly drafted as to conceal its real, sinister object behind a 
number of superfluities and details, behind a hyprocritical show of solici- 
tude for the preservation of the ancient monuments of India. The Bill 
is styled The Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill. 
Verily, its object is nothing more and nothing less than to amend, to 
alter, to modify, in fact partly to do away with the provisions for pre- 
servation of things, that exist in the Ancient Monuments Preservation 
Act of 1904. The shade of Lord Curzon must be watching with sadness 
and sorrow the blasting of some of his dearest hopes, the destruction 
of Ihe work, of which he was justly proud, and with the distinction of 
the initiation of which, his memory will in this country be associated 
for all time to come. And what is sadder still is that this should be 
plnrned by men among whom, if my information is correct, is to be found 
one, whom he selected to assist him in carrying out his laudable work, 
^nd who, he fondly hoped, would watch its progress with anxious care 
after he was gone. 

Sir, the object of this measure is, to put it plainly, to legalise 
the removal from India of its most cherished possessions, its most 
Sacred objects, — some of the remains of its ancient greatness, — its 
choicest treasures which nothing in the world can buy, which no 
price can secure. And the hypocrisy of it all is that this is sought to be 
accomplished in the name of preservation of Indians sacred trust, in 
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the name of scientific research, in the name of helping civilization. Sir, 
wb^t great wrong has beep done to any country, to any people but 
the perpetrators of it started to do it after trumpeting forth their 
earnest desire but to help their victims or to advance the cause of 
civilization and culture. 

And, Sir, would you regard it as a piece of honest, fair work to 
smuggle this Bill into the Statute-book towards the fag end of a 
short session without consulting public opinion, without letting ^ those, 
whom it deeply touches, have a chance of saying what they think of 
this sinister measure, and when half the elected Members of the House 
have gone home, and the minds of those who still remain in the House 
are occupied by urgent matters of grave financial and economic im- 
portance to the country t 

Sir, the ancient monuments of India and the antiquities that lie 
buried underground in his country are, so far as antiquarian matters 
are concerned, the only things left in the country of which Indians feel 
proud and which they are anxious to preserve against the inroads of 
the outsiders. Most of the rare and priceless antiquities, invaluable 
works of art, sculptures, paintings, manuscripts, precious stones that 
could be removed have already been taken away to England and other 
countries of Europe and America. Nearly all that could be removed 
has been removed out of India and there is little doubt that if it had 
been possible for European science and engineering skill to remove 
the Ajanta and the Ellora caves, the Taj, the Qutab Minar and the 
Adhaidin ka Jhonpra, the Sanchi Stupas and such other things, they 
should by this time have been found adorning London and other towns 
in Europe. Not satisfied with robbing India of all products of genius 
and works of art found on the surface, it is now sought to removt? out 
of this country what lies buried underground. The Government of 
India, unsympathetic as they are — ^unsympathetic inasmuch as they 
did not care two straws for the ancient glory of the country and are 
utterly indifferent to its high cultural traditions, — are willing to stand 
by and see the country denuded of all those rare things that human 
genius could devise, invent or produce in this country, and are willing 
to allow all and sundry of the exploiters of Europe and America to 
excavate and take away its heirlooms and the remains of its ancient 
greatness — treasures which are either the products of the highest 
efforts of human genius or are, what is a matter of the gravest conse- 
quence, the remains of our great ancestors who have, and will continue 
to shed lustre on the name of our sacred Motherland as long as history 
endures, and whose memory we revere and whose lives are a perennial 
source of inspiration to us in our lives. 

Sir, to have allowed our antiquities to be taken out of the country 
is the greatest injury that the Government of India have done to India. 
Sir, the things that have been and are sought to be taken out of India 
roughly fall into four classes 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : How 
are you going to stop it f 

Rai 8ahib Earbilas Sarda : (1) Sacred objects, such as the remains 
of founders of great religions, or other great men, whom large classes 
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of people worship or hold in religious reverence and respect. 
(2) Works of art such as sculptures, antiquities, paintings, frescoes, 
illuminated manuscripts, bequeathing to posterity results of centuries 
of work and labour, of thought — ^the achievements, intellectual and 
spiritual; of the pioneers of civilization, in science, literature, philosophy 
and art, that illumine the pages of history and constitute a most bril- 
liant chapter in the annals of mankind. (3) Records of facts and 
events necessary and essential to a proper und^standing and elucida- 
tion, not only of the history of India, political; social, religious and 
economic, but of the evolution of art itself in its multifarious branches, 
and the reconstruction of that history by proper research and piecing 
together of the results of such research in the various branches of 
human effort ; for instance, coins, stone and copper plate inscriptions, 
sculptures, arch stones to show that true arches were known in 
ancient India, historic manuscripts found buried in mounds ; and, 
fourthly, rare products of nature such as the wonderful Kohi the 
pat, the Regent, the first two being the greatest and the most glorious 
diamonds of the world, associated with the history of India in its 
various stages and the glorious deeds of the great men it has produced. 

Sir, I am at present concerned only with objects which may come 
to light on excavations under a licence and are liable to be removed 
out of country. These objects" all fall under the four classes 
enumerated above. In the first class are sacred objects. And I will 
give here two instances of the outrage, — a great outrage — that the 
(Government committed against the people of this country 

Mr, K. Ahmed : That is not outrage. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : A few years ago a stupa at Shahji ki 
Dheri, near Peshawar, built by Emperor Kanishka in the second century, 
^vas excavated and the remains deposited there with the greatest 
reverence and religious veneration by leading Indians of that time, of 
one who is worshipped and venerated by more than a third of the 
human race at the present time, one who has shed ever-lasting lustre 
on this great and ancient land, one who has ennobled the lives and 
has been the solace of millions of human beings in the last 24 centuries, 

of the noblest of men, the Great Sakyamuni of Kapilavastu, the 
Buddha, Avere removed from its sacred place of rest and sent out of 
India to Burma which is on the eve of becoming a foreign country to 
us 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I have not 
followed what the Honourable Member said. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : The remains of one of the noblest of men, 
the Great Sakyamuni of Kapilavastu, the Buddha, were removed from it.s 
J^acred place of rest and sent out of India to Burma which is soon to 
become a foreign country to us 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Btian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : No, no. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : In 1916, some of the relics, — remains of 
Buddha or other religious and holy men of India, — ^found in stupas at 
the Dharmrajika Stupa at Takshshila, modern Taxila, were given away 
^0 Bqddhists of Ceylon, a foreign country, and removed out of India, 
‘^ending them to Burma or Ceylon, where Buddhism prevails is no 
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palliation of the crime committed against India. Sir, these sacred 
remains are the property, not of the Government of India for the time 
being, not even the exclusive property of the present people of Ind^i 
but also of the generations of Indians yet to come. 

Sir, Buddha occupies a permanent and the highest place in 
Hinduism. He is held to be the tenth Avatar or Incarnation of the 
Deity, just like Sri Ram or Sri Krishna. What country in the world 
except India has the right to keep in its sacred and reverential posses- 
sion, the remains of the Enlightened, the Great Buddadeva, who was 
born in India, who lived all his life in India, and who died in India, 
and whose parents and ancestors all lived and died in India ? Buddha 
was a product of India, son of Mother India in body and soul, the piide 
of India, and the ciowu of its glory. The glory of having given birth to 
Buddha and the privilege and honour of returning his mortal remains 
to the Mother Barth in this country belong to India ; and it is the 
pride and privilege, the honour, and the duty of the sons and daughters 
of India to guard those remains for all time to come. 

To exhume his remains from their sacred resting place and send 
them out of India is, I say in extreme humiliation and sorrow, the 
greatest outrage against our feelings of religious reverence and vene- 
ration — a sacrilege which an Indian and a true Hindu can never for- 
give or forget. Sir, Government have by these acts subjected an 
ancient people, which is living under its protection, to unspeakable 
humiliation and shame. I apologise for using strong language, but 
the occasion demands it, and we have felt this sacrilegious act as 
strongly as our weak, humiliated nature is capable of feeling. 

And I say, Sir, that I would look with horror upon any attempt 
to exhume the remains of any Muslim saint in India. All Indians, 
whatever their faith and religion, whatever their culture, must and 
do look upon the remains of Muslim saints and Muslim great men 
that lie buried under mounds and ruins as sacred objects to be guarded 
and kept undisturbed by foreigners. I would condemn and resist all 
attempts to remove out of India to any country those sacred remains. 
It is the duty of all Indians to hold them as a sacred trust, and we 
regard it our duty to prevent their removal from India. 

Sir, has any country, I ask, but Arabia the right to keep the sacred 
remains of the last of the Prophets ? Has any country but England the 
right to keep the remains of the greatest of Englishmen, who thoncrh 
not held ill sacerdotal or religious reverence, yet is the glory of 
England — ^the divine poet, Shakespeare ? Would England or any 
other power dare think of removing the scared Christian remains 
from Jerusalem — because Jerusalem is now a non-Christian country— 
to Europe which is peopled by Christians ? It has been said and 
believed generally that Government have dared to remove the sacred 
remains of Buddha from India and to deprive the country of its niof^t 
cherished possession held sacred by its teeming millions, because Govern- 
ment can treat with contempt the weakness and the helplessness of 
disorganised, disunited and a degenerate race. Sir, I do not hold this 
view. My belief is that Government, when they removed those sacred 
remains, were ignorant of the feelings and sentiments of the people of 
India, and did not view the matter in the light in which they should 
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have viewed it and are now sure to view it after* the present discus- 
sion. 

As regards Indian antiquities and works of art, Europe is full of 
them. All provinces of India have been ransacked, every nook and 
corner of it has been searched and antiquities and works of art that Iky 
buried in various parts of the country or lay on its surface, metalware, 
sculptures, stone and copper plates, paintings, old jewellery and old 
pottery prehistoric or post-historic, have been taken away and the 
museums of England, Prance, Germany 

Mr. K. Ahmed : On a point of order, Sir. Has this essay been com- 
posed by somebody at home, probably for some other occasion, any 
application to the motion now before the House ? The motion before 
the House is that the Bill to amend the Ancient Monuments Prcherva- 
Tion Act, 1904, for certain purposes, be taken into consideration. My 
Honourable friend is giving a history of the ruins of ancient time. 

Mr. President : Is it the Honourable Member ^s point of order that 
the speech which Mr. Harbilas Sarda is delivering is in order or not ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed ; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is quite in order. 

Mr. C. S. Sanga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : On a point of order, Sir. The Honourable 
Member who just raised a point of order began by saying “ This essay 
composed by somebody at home It contains an insinuation that the 
speech was not written by my Honourable friend Mr. Harbilas himself 
who is a great scholar, and I want you to ask him to withdraw that 
lemark. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What I said was this, that the manuscript which 
my friend from Ajmer was reading was probably written for some other 
occasion has no application on the motion before the House. My 
Honourable friend did not catch what I said, and I always find that my 
Honourable friend Mr. Ranga Iyer catches hold of the wrong end of 
the stick, because I know that my Honourable friend is not always in 
equilibrium of the mind 

Mr. President. — ^Will the Honourable Member state what he did 
say ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What I said was that it was probably a composi- 
tion prepared for some other occasion and not applicable to the motion 
before the House. (Laughter.) 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda ; I hope this House will be saved from the 
extravagances and frivolities of people like my Honourable friend. 

Mr. President : Please go on. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : ......and the museums of England, 

yance, Germany, Denmark, Holland, Austria and America, full of them, 
s^tarid mocking at our helplessness and powerlessness to protect our 
cherished possessions. The country has been denuded of its old mann- 
^c^ipts, invaluable for a proper writing of the history of India, and 
tracing the evolution of its social polity or its economic annals. I will 
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give two instances to illustrate the loss suffered by India in this direc- 
tion. Kautilya's Artha Sastra, the standard work on Government and 
Economics in Sanskrit, unique of its kind, dealing with complicated 
problems of overseas and inland trade, international law and finance, was 
till recently a mere name. Several manuscripts of it were taken away to 
Europe but none was published. By a mere accident a copy of it fell into 
the hands of Pandit Shyam Sastri of Mysore and he published it. It 
then became known that there were several copies of the book in Europe. 

Sir, when I was writing a history of Ajmer, my native city, in 1911 
A. D., I could not find any book containing an account of Sher Shah’s 
capture of Ajmer, the only book containing such an account was not to 
be found anywhere. I went to Calcutta and searched the Imperial 
Library, and the Library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal ; I went to the 
famous Khuda Bux Library of Bankipur ; I examined the Library of the 
Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, and I wrote to Lucknow and 
Hyderabad, but all to no purpose. After a deal of enquiry, I learnt 
that only one copy of the Tarikhi Daudi was known to exist, and that was 
in the British Museum in London. Through the kind offices of Dr. 
Codrington, Mr. Edwards of the British Museum kindly had two pages 
of the work describing Sher Shah’s visit to Ajmer photographed and 
sent to me and I was then able to complete the account 1 wished to 
give. 

Then again, Sir, when I wrote my monograph on Maharana 
Kumbha, one of the greatest of the Maharaiias of Cliitor, 1 could find no 
old portrait or painting of him. Eventually I was able to trace an old 
portrait of him in the India Office Library in Tjondon, and T obtained 
a photographic copy of it. 

Sir, this shows to what difficulties and troubles students of history, 
literature and art in India are put by the removal of antiquities and 
manuscripts from this country. This exportation of priceless treasures 
and heirlooms, which neither love nor money can produce or get, has 
been going on for a century and a half, and this Bill is going to holy) it 
further. Colonel Tod, the great historian of Rajputana, took away 800 
boxes full of antiquities, sculptures, coins, manuscripts, inscrip- 
tions, some of which have not yet been wholly deciphered and 
identified and the results published. Twenty thousand Sanskrit 
manuscripts were sent away from Nepal to Oxford only a 
decade ago, and who knows what invaluable and now un- 
obtainable works have thus gone out of the country. Students 
of archaeolog,y know that Sir W. Jones, Colonel Mackenzie, Taylor, Fleet. 
Ballantyne and others took away large collections of Sanskrit mss. 
and antiquities which are kept in the India Office Library, London. 
The Bodlein Library of Oxford, the Indian Institute of Oxford, the 
Trinity College Library of Cambridge, the Edinburgh University 
Library possess large collections of Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian mss. 
taken away from India. The library of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Great Britain and Ireland contains thousands of such mss. and anti- 
quities. Professor Buhler’s large collection of Sanskrit mss. has 
found its way to Vienna and Hermann Jacobi’s to Berlin. Germany 
is full of ancient Indian mss. and antiquities and works of art. The 
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ibraries of Berlin, Tubengen, Stuttgart, Bonnce, Strasburgh, Gottingen, 
Vfurzburgh and Leipzic are full of them. 

Sir, rather than allow any antiquities and finds to be tqken out of 
India, the problem before Indians at present is how to get back all 
those antiquities, sculptures, mss., and works of art which have been 
taken away from India. Sir, when accounts are settled between 
Giidand and India, whether an apportionment of the public debt of 
India is made between the two countries or not, I do hope and trust 
that India would insist on England returning all these treasures which 
are now kept in its various museums and libraries and which are the 
irreat heirlooms of the people of India. 

11 has been said in Palestine and Egypt, licences for 8xi)loration 
and excavations have been given to foreigners and that in the interests 
i,t' research, the same may be allowed in India. Egypt is not 
(|uite independent, and foreigners have a controlling voice in its ad- 
ministration. But even in Egypt the licence to make excavations at 
Luxor in favour of Mr. Howerd Carter was cancelled in 24 hours when it 
was suspected that Egyptian antiquities were being removed from 
Egypt. Is the Government of India at present in the hands of Indians to 
enable them to take the same action should an eventuality of a like 
character arise here ? I would further say in reply that I should like to 
see foreigners secure such licences in England, France, Germany or 
America. Where a country is under foreign rule and is helpless, and 
has no controlling voice in its administration, this exploitation and 
legalised robbery has been permitted or tolerated. But, Sir, we have 
enough shame left in us to refuse to consent to and become parties to 
this robbery being legalized. I am told that exploiters from America are 
anxious to obtain licences to rob India of her treasures ; that Dr. Stein 
and Sir John Marshall and others are anxious that licences should be 
given to foreigners. They have the support of foreign financiers and 
they wish to undertake this exploitation and carr^^ away from our 
country our antiquities and sacred objects, which no nation with any 
self-respect or a sense of honour, or a sense of duty to the country 
Mnd to its future generations w^ould allow or tolerate. 

It has been suggCvSted that these finds would be better looked 
alter in Europe and America and made good use of there. Sir, I 
^vould undertake to look after the valuable possessions of some of the 
protagonists of this doctrine. Would they give them to me ? Why 
cannot the foreigners, if they are only honest and genuine students 
of archaeology and are inspired only with a genuine love of research, 
excavate the mounds, but let the relics of India’s glorious past, 
remain in India in her museums and libraries ? Indians are more 
^leeply and directly interested in them than any foreigners, however 
well intentioned. 

Sir, if some of the material remains unutilised for the present, let 

remain so. We will make use of it in good time, but let us not be 
ooprived of its possession. It has also been argued that if there are 
flaplicates of a thing, if there are two images of a deity or two coins. 
Why should one of them be not allowed to be taken away. This 
argument is the argument of a robber against his victim, of the 
nrong against the weak, and reminds us of the fable of the wolf and 
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the lamb which we have all read in our childhood. Will England or 
America listen to an argument like this, and on the strength of it 
part with its priceless treasures. Is there not enough room in the 
far-flung provinces of this vast country for duplicates or triplicates 
to be kept ? And are there real exact duplicates of any antiquity, 
except coins ? ^ 

Sir, as the matter of this measure is by no means a matter of 
urgency, as no question of law and order and peace of the country is 
involved, as this is not a question of administrative stability, no 
harm will come to the matter if the Bill is taken up in January after 
circulation to the country. The rainy season has gone and no exist- 
ing excavations will be affected and those not yet excavated will in 
no way be affected. I therefore request Government to allow this 
Bill to be circulated for eliciting public opinion, and not to smuggle it 
into the Statute-book. Government will be in a better position to judge 
of the consequences of the measure when they are in possession of tlie 
considered views of those whom it affects deeply and intimately. 

I wish to make it clear that I am in no way a^gainst any excavation 
made in a proper and scientific manner. I will allow, even welcome, 
foreigners imbued with a desire to know things — ^not exploiters and 
wolves in the shape of lambs, — ^to come and help us in research work and 
make full use as freely as we ourselves can do, of all finds. But I oppose, 
with all the strength there is in me, the removal out of India of any of 
the finds whatsover. My only object in making this motion is to enable 
public opinion to express itself on the question of giving licences to 
foreigners and the terms on which such licences may be given. Abso- 
lutely nothing is lost by giving the public an opportunity to express its 
view, and taking the Bill into consideration after three or four mouths 
instead of at once. I would therefore earnestly appeal to the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Bill to give the public in India a fair oppor- 
tunity to consider the provisions and the implications of this measure. 

Mr. J. C. French (Bengal : Nominated Official) : My ground for 
intervening in this debate is that for many years, apart from the duties 
of my profession, my principal interest and study has been Indian art, 
and in this country art and archaeology are very closely allied. As the 
Honourable Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh elicited in his question to the 
Honourable Member in charge of the Bill, this Bill has got two prineii)les. 
The first is the scientific control of excavation and the second, whether 
the aid of private societies, both Indian and foreign, is to be enlisted to 
assist in the work of excavation. 

Now, Mr. President, I venture to say that, as regards the first priii' 
ciple, we are all unanimous that excavations should be under proper 
control. It is the second point that is in dispute, whether the aid of 
private societies, and particularly private foreign societies, should he 
enlisted to help in the excavation of Indians hidden archaeological 
works. When I heard the speech of Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, I qoi^® 
appreciated his patriotic motives. Indeed one must realize that at firs^ 
sight, on first impulse, one would say that they are correct ; but first 
sight and first impulse, Sir, sometimes require correction after further 
consideration, and I venture to say, Mr, President, that it is so in the 
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pvcsent case. When my Honourable friend, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, 
got up, I expected to gather that he was well-acquainted with the 
museums of India. But from some remarks that fell from him in his 
speech, I think I must now doubt that supposition. The Rai Sahib said 
that nearly all that could be removed had been removed from India. 
Now I do not want to be egotistical and I do not want to say this as a 
means of obtaining cheap commercial advertisement, but, Sir, in the 
course of the last five years I have written two books on Indian art. 
Now without the photographs that I took of works which have remained 
in India, I could not possibly have written or published those books. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : I said that what could not be removed 
has remained behind, but everything that was at the mercy of the ex- 
ploiters has been removed. Such books as Dr. Vincent Smith and others 
have written are based not only on the antiquities, now in India, but 
also those removed to and kept in the museums of Europe. 

Mr. J. 0. French : I am very pleased to get that interruption from 
the Rai Sahib. Now there is a particular school of Indian art that is 
considered to be one of the finest ; in fact, Mr. President, that is the 
subject of my last book. Now that is a school in the Kangra Valley — 
the great Rajput school of the 18th century. Now most of my illustra- 
tions are taken from India from places in India from where they 
cannot be removed, viz.j the Calcutta Museum and the Lahore Museum. 
They could have been removed, but they have not been removed. It 
was through the medium of officers of Government that they were 
obtained — Mr. Percy Brown and Mr. Lionel Heaths. As regards certain 
other branches of Indian art, if anyone wishes to study them, he must 
come to India. I refer, first of all, to the famous Asoka school. 
Every Member of the House is familiar with the name of the school o£ 
Asoka. Every example of that art is in India, and anyone who wishes 
to study it has got to come to this countiy. The same applies to the 
art of the Gupta emperors. Every important example of the famous 
Gupta period is in India. 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : No. Do you know that the best 
illustration of Shiva’s dance, illustrating the play of cosmic forces, is 
to be found in Europe and not in India ! 

Mr. J, 0. French ; In what period of the Gupta empire is that ? 
(Lauj/hter.) Mr. President, if the Honourable Member cannot give me 
the details, I must pass on to the next point. As a matter of fact the 
class of Indian art that has gone outside is that pertaining to the 
mediicval period, from about 800 to about 1300 A. D. Now the examples 
of the art of that period are so vast, that the quantity that has gone 
out of India would not be missed, as there is an enormous quantity of 
that school in existence. T venture to say, Mr. President, that, propor- 
tionately, no more Indian art has gone out of India than English art 
has gone out of England — I say that without fear of contradiction from 
expert. Now there was another point in the Rai Sahib’s speech 
^at interested me and that was this. He complained that certain 
t>uddhist relics have been taken out of Peshawar. He also complained 
^at some ancient manuscripts have been taken out of India. Now, 
"Jr- President, why were those taken out 1 The reason was because 
the Government of India was powerless to prevent it. Now the object 
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of this Bill is to give the Government in India power to prevent such 
things happening in the future (Hear, hear), and thus the Bai Sahib's 
very objection amounts to support of the Bill. 

Well, Mr. President, to come back to Indian museums, I venture to 
think there are Members who know the galleries of the principal Indian 
museums, but I wonder how many of them have been underground to 
the cellars of the storeys down below. Now for any one image in Ihe 
galleries, there are at least two in the cellars. Some Member might 
very well ask, why does not the Government send out all these things 
to the local museums all over the country ? But Mr. President, that 
is very much easier said than done. What are required for a museinn 
are several things. First of all, you have to have a strong pucca 
building. I am sorry to put it in that blunt way, but if you are going 
to keep a valuable collection safe in a building, you must have it in 
a building that is burglar-proof. The second, thing you must have in 
a museum is a guard — a guard by day and a guard by night.^ I could 
give practical examples of valuable things in private custody in Bengal 
being stolen. I remember very well an image of tlie goddess Chaiidi 
in Eastern Bengal that had on it an inscription of the Bth century and 
which was undoubtedly a national treasure. I saw that image in a 
temple on the Lalmai hills, just 4 miles from Comilla town in Tipperah 
district. There was a temple on the top of that hill. I wanted the 
image for the Dacca Museum. But the man who put it on the temple 
said that it was an object of pilgrimage. That image remained for 
some months, but when I inquired about it again, I found that people 
did not go there for pilgrimage, and that the image had been stolen by 
thieves and melted down for the gold plating on it. Now that was a 
real national treasure gone ! This example will show you how you 
must keep things properly, as otherwise they would disappear. The 
third thing you must have is a competent curator — and that is a thing 
which might not appear apparent to every Member unless he has 
considered the subject. If you do not have a competent curator, queer 
things happen ; there are limitations which are substituted for the 
genuine things. I could give the House practical examples. It is 
rather a delicate subject, and so perhaps, Mr. President, I may pass on 
to my next point. My next point relates to my own experience in re- 
gard to these excavations. I remember 14 years ago in Bengal in the 
north of the district of Bajshahi there was a place called Paharpur 
where there was a big stupa covered with earth. 14 years ago it was 
simply an earthen mound. Now the Archseological Department worked 
upon it, and a whole, complete temple of about the 10th century has come to 
view, and they hope by going below to get Gupta remains. About 13 
miles north-east of Paharpur there are ancient sites in the district of 
Bogra, and in particular there is a place called Mohasthan It is one 
mile square, rises 40 ft. above the alluvial plain, and you can see things 
protruding in it from the ground. Now if that were excavated, you 
would have most marvellous results, but where is the money ? Then in 
the district of Bankura about 6 years ago I got a site put on the list of 
protected monuments, Serangarh on the Manbhum border. In the 
district of Mtdnapwc in the month of May this year I tried to get the 
Archfeological Department to take charge of another place, but they 
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could not do it. I had intended to refer to some remarks of Sir John 
Marshall in the “ Archaeological Survey of India Report for 1926-27, 
ill which he said that in many parts of India, at the present rate of pro- 
gress, it would take a thousand years to gather the existing materials, 
but as my speech seems to take rather longer than I expected, I shall 
not inflict these extracts on the House. 

As I said at the beginning, Mr. President, there is no need to stress 
the point that all excavation must be in .skilled and professional hands. 

I think we are all agreed upon that and there is no need for me to talk 
of the tomb thieves of Egypt in the old days or about tlie thieves in 
the buried cities of (-entral Asia at present. But the point that I am 
stressing is the enormous advantages that are likely to be obtained by 
taking the co-operation of foreign societies. We have all heard of the 
Museum in t'airo and we may have heard about the new museums that 
they have re-started in Jerusalem and Baghdad. This museum in Cairo 
is about the finest in the world, and is full of magnificent treasures. All 
these things did not cost the Egyptian nation a pice ; they have got 
them all absoliitelj’ free. There is no reason why India should not do 
the same. The rules which are going to govern those excavations have 
not yet been published. They have not yet been approved, but Mr. Page, 
the Deputy Director of the Archaeological Survey of India, has told 
me his ideas on the siib.ieet which are that, having been excavated and 
brought out of the ground by these private societies, certain things 
should bo put aside as national treasures and the remainder shall be 
divided half and half betA\^een the society and the Government. TJie 
Rai Sahib inquired why these societies cannot excavate for nothing if 
they are really interested in history and archaeological research. The 
reason, Mr. President, is that a lot of these societies have got to be 
maintained by voluntary subscription, and when they go back they 
have got to show their subscribers some result. If they go back merely 
with notes, they will not continue to get any support. But if first of 
all national treasures are taken away and secondly half of what re- 
mains is taken by them, we may be sure that the people would be 
willing to afford all the expense and trouble. 

Another argument the Rai Sahib made was about the Tutenkbamen 
finds in Egypt. The whole of the Tutenkbamen excavations were 
Egyptian Government excavations, allowed to be carried on at the 
expense of Lord Carnarvon under the direction of Mr. Howard Carter. 
In the Tuleiikliamen work there is no question of any private indivi- 
dual having the slightest claim or share. Everything went to the 
Egyptian Government, and this has been going since the year 1902. 
Tliorefore the Tutenkbamen example is quite beside the point. 

Then aiiolher argument of the Rai Sahib was tluit ther-; is no Inirry 
ov<‘i* tins, tluii all these things are under the ground and have been there 
for so many years and why cannot we leave them there until the January 
Session, and circulate the Bill ? 

Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : 1 said there is no hurry for three months 
and the Bill can be taken up in January. 

Mr. J. C. French : I hope to show that then* is a hairy. 
Constautly these things are being injured. We have an example that 
Sir John Marshall pointed out that the Sukkur Barrage scheme has 
raised the level of the Mahen-jo-daro excavations and has interfered 
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with the work of the archaeologists. All over India nowadays irriga- 
tion work has interfered with these things. Also we llnd in the last 
census that the population of India has increased and the pressure on 
the land has also increased everywhere. I have seen myself more 
houses being built and the earth being dug out. I venture to submit, 
therefore, Mr. President, that there is no time to lose and this Bill 
should be sent to the Select Committee as soon as possible. 

Lastly, Mr. President, I venture to submit that it is not desirable to 
keep all your art objects in your own country. Some should go abroad 
to maintain the prestige of India and to inspire respect for India in 
other countries. No enlightened nation follows the policy or absolute 
exclusion in the import of art objects. I think that India may Aery 
well take an example from Japan. In Japan certain objects are marked as 
nalional treasures and tliey are not alloAved to leave the country, })iit eveiy 
thing else can be freely exported and imported as much as people like. 
In fact some of the finest examples of Japanese art have been allowed 
to leave tlud country so as to sIioav people outside what Japan can do. 
I venture to say, iMr. President, that objects of art in foreign countries 
may be regarded as cultural ambassadors. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division ; Muhammadan 
Rural) ; Sir, 1 was very much interested to listen to the very good and 
learned speech of my friend Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda. It was a very 
learned speech and it cleared many points, but I am afraid that it was 
not convincing on the point Avhich we have for our consicloration at 
present. It w'as a very patriotic, but at the same time an unpatriotic 
speech. His whole object Avas great patriotism, but the results of his 
speech and his arguments were coming to something unpatriotic. 
Here Ave have under the ground a great treasure for whi<jh I have been 
pressing in tlus Assembly for some time past that they should be ex- 
cavated at ITastinapur. We do not know the real history and the real 
glory of the past days which existed at the time when we had the 
Mahabharata. All that glory and the civilisation A^diich was mined 
by the great war at that time could not be known to the present ago 
except through excavations A\’'hich we might make on these battle- 
fields. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : I have never been against, excavations. 
As a matter of fact I welcome them. 

Mr. Mphammad Yauip Khan : Now, Sir, we know full well, and 

the Honourable Member in charge of the Department has made it quite 
clear, that the Government of India cannot spend more than 5 lakhs of 
rupees at present. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : No, at pre- 

sent nothing. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Very well, but even with that 5 

lakhs can you make any excavations ? Can you bring out the rich Avc elih 
that ]jes buried under the {^ound in India for the world to know its pnst 
glories and its past civilisation ? It is an impossibility. Tf no money 
been coming. from Government for these excavations, we Avon Id never h;»rp 
known of the A\^ealth which was buried at Harappa and Mahen-jo-daro. 
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AV<? would never have known of the civilisation that existed in India at one 
time. 

Then one argument of my friend Eai Sahib Harbilas Sarda was that 
nothing should go out of India. With that desire I have every sympathy 
as an Indian and I would not allow anything to go out of this country. 
Hut at the same time if this principle had been adopted by other countries, 
wo would have never known of the richness of those countries. We would 
iijt have been able to compare the civilisation of Babylon four thousand 
years ago with that of Ilarappa and Mahen-jo-daro at the same period. 
We would have never known that these things, which have been excavated 
at Mahen-jo-daro, are four thousand years old. Now, small articles can go 
oiirside any countr3\ Certainly you cannot take away the Taj, you cannot 
take away the Ajanta and Ellora caves. These things are ])ermaiient 
htriictures and wdll remain. They can only take some sratue of Buddha 
or some statue of Kaiiislika wdiieh was found some time ago without a 
head. That showed something of a gone civilisation. When you find a 
>tatne of Kanislika without a head, you can know the history of the time 
by the dress and you can find out that this w^as the dress worn at that time. 
These are the things which have to be done and if the Indian (Government 
cannot find money, they must be; done by some other help. Pclty lluiigs 
may get out of India, and it will be deplorable if Indians themselves are 
not ready to purchase them. I have got great sympathy wdth my friend, 
*Mr. Harbilas Sarda, when he said that a lot of books which he wanted to 
read could not be got in India and they were finding a place in the British 
Museum in London or in Germany and other places. It is a pity it should 
bo so, but that shows the callousness of the Indians ihomselvcs that they 
have allow’ed these things to go out of India. If they had any sympathy for 
tbo old art and old literature, they would never have ailow^ed these books 
to get out of India. But this has happened not because of the fault of 
the foreigners, but because of the fault of the Indians themselves. A few 
years ago I myself saw* at the Mall here there were tAvo valuable books for 
sale, Akbarnama and Mahabarat, both illustrated books and written at 
Akbar’s times and thoir price was Rs. 7,000 and Ks. 10,000 respectively. 
I found that no Indian was ready to purchase them. I had no money to 
purchase them. Otherwise I would have purchased them. Some agents 
of the museums must have purchased them and now my friend, Mr. Sarda, 
complains that the books have gone out. They have gone out because you 
Avere not willing to purchase them. The rich people of this country do 
not think of spending money in preserving such Miings in India. If 
Indians have a taste for old art and treasure, they shouhi purchase such 
thiiigs and keep them in India. Now^ other countries have become rich and 
tliey iiave cultwated a taste for them. They are purchasing them. Time 
'vill come in the near future Avheii Indians also Avill become rich and they 
can repurchase those books. Till then this thing must continue and will 
'•ontinue to go on and nobody can stop it. Egypt has been referred to and 
Ike Tutenkhamen’s tomb — or Avhatever the correct name is — Avhich has 
keen recently excavated. Is Egypt worse for that excavation ? On the 
^ther hand thousands of visitors from all over the world visit Tliat country 
see this excavation. If w’e have the same kind of thing done at Ilasliria- 
Pur or another old place, Ave may find something buried underground and 
Ihousaiids of travellers will come to this country and India Avill gain in its 
and treasure and they will be things such as cannot be removed 
Irom here as apprehended bv my friend, Mr. Sarda. The only thing for 
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which my friend has been repenting is the bones of Buddha which have 
been taken away by the Burmese and he also said that because Burma is 
soon going to be a foreign country, therefore Burma should have no interest 
in Buddha’s bones. Indians have not treated Buddha as well as the Bur- 
nians, and the Barmans have got every right to have Buddha’s remains over 
and above the Indians and Indians have got no claim over and above tlie 
Burmans. Burmans being Buddhists have a better claim than the Indians. 
Then Babylonia has been refeiTed to. Are the Arabs making the country 
rich and finding out the old preserves ? Certainly not. If my friend 
not ready to come fonvard, some scientists from outside will come and they 
will demand a share in the work. But he may rest assured that a thing 
like Ihe Ajanta Caves or some house will never be taken away. Things 
\i-hicii will be taken away will be knives, some earthenware, some statnes 
wliich may be valuable in the eyes of the scientists but which may be of 
no value in the eyes of the laymen. A thing excavated at Mahen-jo-daro 
may not be worth more than one anna here but it may be of very gr(‘at 
value in the eyes of the scientists. This Bill says that there sliould be a 
kind of rule made as to the share of the people who eorne to onricli the 
country and excavate the buried treasure. I do not think it is a right 
policy to circulate the Bill and I think all these objections which have been 
raised by my Honourable friend, Mr. Sarda, can easily be met in the 
Select Committee and tlio Select Committee will go thoroughly into this 
point and it will b(? as patriotic aiid will have as much regard to the Indian 
interest as the people to whom this would be circulated. The people to 
whom it may b(» circulated will say nothing except to give a general sup- 
port. The Select Committee consisting of Indians will have great regard 
for tilings going out of India. With these few' w'ords I oppose the motion 
for circulation. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, it appears to me that the discussion in thi.s House on this 
matter has rather taken a side track, not confining itself to the real issue 
before us. After the very amiable and, I may say, the eloquent speech of 
the Honourable Member in charge of the Department of Education, many 
on this side of the House w'cre almost tempted to be on his side. But, Sir, 
a few minutes later we found that the invitation of the Honourable Mem- 
ber to his parlour should not be accepted but should be refused. Sir. 
when my honoured and revered friend, liai iSaJiib Harbilas Sarda, took up 
his cudgels on behalf of the sacred relics of our motherland, many on this 
side of the House did not appreciate! him as he ought io have been ai)pie- 
ciated. But later on as has been said by the English poet, Goldsmith, 
“ Fools wdio came to scoff remained to pray Sir, many of us who 
laughed and scoffed at my Honourable and revered friend wdieii lie was 
feelingly and eloquently stating his case about his country’s sacred relics 
those friends were silenced and became supporters of the very cause for 
wliich my Honourable friend was eloquently pleading in this House. Tliat 
is as it should be. I was not at first very much inclined to support m.v 
Honourable friend, because I did not think it wras at rU necessary for os 
to have the Bill circulated, but I do not believe, as was observed by my 
Honourable friend on the other side, w^heii looking at the empty beiu ho^- 
that people lake much interest in archseology. May, I ask him how man}' 
people do take an interest in subjects wdiich are scientific or technical in 
character ? That is not any reason why we should not try and elicit the 
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opinion of those few who are entitled to speak on the subject and who 
litivc devoted their life-time to it as my Honourable and revered friend, 
Bai Sahib Sarda, has done. As my friend has already pointed out, three 
months' delay in having this Bill circulated and allowing those who can 
^pealv on the subject authoritatively to come forward and submit their 
views to the Government will not matter in the least. It will enable us in 
the Legislature to get their help, and wdth the help of learned scholars, 
historians and archaeologists, we could come to some decision as to what 
caigl^L to be the enactment. As my Honourable friend has also pointed 
(lul, the rains have almost ceased, though not fully, and three months' 
delay wnll not spoil those ancient relics which have been lying underneath 
the soil for several centuries. The very fact that the Honourable Member 
in charge of the Bill, as also my Honourable official friend from Bengal 
seemed to be a little reluctant, rouses in my mind a certain amount of 
suspicion that there must be some motive behind the attempt to hurry this 
Bill. If I give expression to what T feel in matters which come from my 
friends on the opposite Benches, I may be permitted to observe that it is not 
my fault — it is theirs. It is their conduct that has not inspired in us that 
lespect and that consideration which we ought to have auu which we would 
wish to have. In fact we are at times carried away b}'^ the seductive 
smiles of my friends on the opposite side, such as my Honourable friend 
the Commerce Member. But be that as it may, at times we are enabled to 
think what ought to be, in spite of the invitation into their parlour or the 
seductive smiles of my friends over there. Here is a very simple thing — 
preservation of relics under the sacred soil of xlryavarla. My friend 
demands that they should remain in India ; and my Honourable friend over 
there says, let half of them remain in India and let half of them go to other 
countries. I cannot appreciate the arguments which he adduced for this 
course. It is said that half should be allowed to go to foreign countries 
so that it may inspire respect for the civilisation of India. If our civilisa- 
tion , if our culture, if the deeds of our heroes of the past 
have not inspired sentiments of respect in the foreigners, I say 
that the relics taken from under the ground will certainly not inspire 
respect in the minds of foreigners for India and India's past. The one 
Thing that tempts and has ever tempted the foreigners lo come to this un- 
fortunate country is not lier civilisation or history, but her gold, — not 
silver, as my Honourable friend observes. So I cannot fail in line with the 
argument, that lias been advanced by my Honourable friend from Bengal, 
tliat it will inspire respect for India's civilisation and history in the minds 
of foreigners. We do not want to inspire foreigners with respect. We 
would merely like them to leave ns alone. 1 pray to them on bended 
knees leave us alone, so that in our land of birth we may be at least men 
with freedom and not the slaves that wre are at the present moment. 


In advancing his argument, my Honourable friend from Bengal has 
clraMii a comparison of the excavations in Egypt of Tutaiikliamcoi’s grave, 
and it was said that it was undertaken by the Egyptian Government. In 
^eply to tliat 1 have only one thing to say ffi the Egyptian Government is a 
national Government, w’hile in India there is not a nai ional Government, 
^nd that is the main objection w’e have, to your undertaking it. If by 
national Government is meant government by foreigners, certainly you 
are welcome to say that India has a national government. But nobody 
<>nt of bedlam would agree to say that the present Govemmenv. of India is 
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a national Government. So it is rather adding insult to injury when you 
draw a parallel between this and Tutankhamen ^s excavations. 

I could not follow exactly the argument that we have no time to lose. 
I do not know why we have no time to lose. The Honourable Member re- 
ferred to certain excavations at Paharpur and other places and suggested 
that private societies would undertake excavation and they should get half 
of the nnds. I for one would not part with a single particle of the sacred 
relics of our forefathers. My friend made reference to a certain image of 
Chandi that was found in a certain part of Bengal. He has not been able 
to realise the intense religious feeling of the Hindus which prompts them 
not to allow their gods and godesses, excavated from underneath the soil, 
to be touched by the profane hands of the irreligious foreigner. That is a 
thing to which we object, and you should not undertake these excavations 
in this way with the help of foreigners. I welcome my friend over there, 
the present Director General of Archaeology ; it is now safe in his hands, 
but formerly it was in the hands of a foreigner and I would not have any 
excavation done by a foreigner. 

Jt has also been said that these excavations are cultural ambassadors. 
Wc know of political ambassadors and what havoc they have wrought in 
the political life of many a country which was subject to foreign nations ; 
and we would not invite cultural ambassadors to subdue our ancient cul- 
ture. In fact our subjugation will become complete when we give way to 
cultural subjugation. It was not on the field of Plassey that India was 
conquered, but India was really conquered when her ancient culture find 

religion were sw^ept away before the on-slaught of an alien culture and 

religion and India’s subjugation was complete. 

I shall novr say one or two words in reply to my friend, Mr. Yamin 
Khan, who has been very hard on the Honourable the Mover of this amend- 
ment. lie has characterised my revered friend the Mover as very un- 
patriotic. If niy revered friend, liai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, who has de- 

voted the whole of his life to the study of our ancient literature and history 
(Hear, hear), who has devoted the whole of his life to the amelioration ol* 
social evils in this country, and who has helped us with his wise and sage 
counsels in this Assembly for the last eight years, if he is unpatriotic, I 
would like to be one of his kind rather than of the kind of my Ilonourabh^ 
friend on the other side. (Hear, hear.) My friend, Mr. Yamin Khan, 
pays lip sympathy for the remains at Harappa and Mahin-jo-daro ; we 
know too wcl\ what his sympathy means when he says that he has no ob- 
jection to half of the relics going out of India because nobody can i)ur- 
chase them in India. I, Sir, for one moment suspect his patriotism and 
suspend judgment on his patriotism. With these words, I strongly sup- 
port my Honourable and revered friend, R^i Sahib Harbilas Sarda, in tiie 
eloquent and feeling appeal he has made to the House for the circulation 
of the Bill, and I hope he will have the support of the entire House. 

Sir Hari Singh Gonr (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, as I road this Bill, I find that it embodies two 
principles 

Mr. President : Before the Honourable Member proceeds further* 

I should like to ask him how long he j.s likely to take. 
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Sir Hail Singh Qour : I shall be very brief, Sir. There are two 
principles embodied in the Bill ; one is to arm the executive Government 
to protect certain areas which are expected to yield arcliBBological 
results, and the second thing is to enlist learned and other bodies to 
make excavations, which, as the Honourable the Mover of the motion 
has pointed out, is beyond the financial capacity of the Government of 
India. My friend Rai Sahib Ilarbilas Sarda does not object to the first 
principle, namely, that you should protect all areas which are expected 
to yield archaeological results. He is equally not opposed to the other 
principle, namely, that you should enlist outside co-operation for the 
purpose of excavations. These two principles being the basic principles 
of the Bill, neither he nor I can object to the Bill. But there is one 
matter of detail, and it is this, that when you enlist foreign aid and you 
wish to give them a quid pro quo for giving financial assistance for the* 
excavations, you should make sure that all finds of archmological value 
having national importance do not go out of this country. That ib, 
therefore, the crux of the whole question, and T think that question can 
be safely settled in the Select Committee. At the same time I would 
ask the Honourable the Mover that we might perhaps combine the two 
motions into one, and if the Honourable the Mover accepts, as he has 
accepted the Select Committee, he might perhaps by an executive order 
circulate this debate to the persons who are likely and competent to 
give an opinion upon the other question as to how far we shoidd in the 
Select Committee allow these linds of archaeological interest possessing 
national interest to go out of this country. If he does that, I do not 
think that there will be any opposition from these Benches to his motion, 
or rather to the motion for referring this Bill to a Select Committee, and 
at the same time we shall have sounded public opinion on the other 
question upon which Members on this side of the House, including the 
Mover of the amendment, feel strongly, namely, how far and under what 
conditions we should allow these national treasures to go out of the 
country. Therefore, T submit that this motion can be easily accepted by 
the Honourable the Mover of the motion, and we might perhaps save 
time by accepting that motion and that this matter could perhaps be 
concluded for the day. (Cheers.) 

Mr. President : Is the Honourable Member, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, 
going to move his amendinentt ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : I will move it, but I don't want to detain the 
House long. Sir. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Sir, I agree 
with almost every word that has fallen from the lips of Dr. Gour. We 
are not really at issue on any of the points which have excited the feel- 
ings and religious susceptibilities and sentiments and emotions of some 
of us who for many reasons, age among others, tend to become senti- 
mental and emotional. There was absolutely no intention on my part 
to smile, — as a matter of fact I do not know how to — but I quite appre- 
ciate the sentiment that has been expressed by the Benches opposite that 
they look with suspicion on everything that comes from this side 

Ittr. D. K. LaJ^i Ghaudhury (Bengal : Landholders) : Who is 
responsible for this 1 


‘ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. ^ ' 
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The Honoiirable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fasl-i-Husain : I think 

you are justified in doing so. I do not expect you to have confidence in 
me, but I do want you to have confidence in your own judgment. Can 
I rely on that ? Another thing that pleased me most was the openne&s 
of mind expressed by Honourable Members opposite. When I had 
placed my simple motion before them with such observations as I was 
able to make, they were good enough to say that they accepted that as 
the right thing to do, but the most well-thought-out and very carefully 
prepared speech of the Honourable the JVIovor of this amendment just 
took tliem oil' their fe.et. It was a fight between reason and feeling, aud 
when such a fight is on, in most cases reason goes to the wall. There- 
fore, T assure Honoiirable Members that my friend, Rai Sahib Harbilas 
Sarda and myself are not really at issue except on one point. We are 
agreed that there should be control ; we are agreed that there should be 
marshalling of all eapilal available for excavating ; we are agreed that 
all monuments of national importance should not go out of India ; we 
are not at issue on that at all. What we are at issue is about things 
which are not of national importance, lie thinks that they should 
remain in India and the people who come from outside India should not 
take them away, while I find that if in ordinary work-a-day life I want 
a man to invest his money, his brains, and his energies, he must have 
a quid pro quo other than the mere satisfaction of scholarly 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Who is to decide if a thing is of national 
importance or not, not the present Government ? That is a matter 
which only the representatives of the nation, can decide. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

nation will no doubt have some one in authority to do that. This 
matter whether foreigners should be at all brought in is not a matter 
which is closed or settled. This is one of the points which the Select 
Committee will have liberty and time to discuss. The Select 
Committee may decide that foreigners should be admitted, and this 
House later may decide that they should not be admitted. Similarly, 
the Select Committee may decide that they shall not be admitted, but 
this House may upset or try to upset it here. Therefore, that is not 
a point which the acceptance of a Select Committee closes. I do not 
really see what we arc quarrelling about. When I made my observa- 
tions about the speech of the Leader of the Opposition, I said almost 
every word. I want to make it clear so that it may not be said that 1 
agreed to something and afterwards did not do it. The Honourable 
Member said that to different persons or institutions the whole of the 
proceedings of to-day’s speeches should be sent. I think what he reallj 
meant was that we should present the main issue 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes, yes. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : And nol 

all the speeches. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : No. That is right. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Hueain : I will tel 
you why I do not want on an elaborate scale this publication for expre? 
eion of public opinion. We all know it is so easy to inflame the publk 
mind on matters where sentiment and feeling come in. People throti 
aside the real point under discussion and begin to talk of something els® 
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for iiiiitaucs, as regards these sacred relies, it never entered llie mind 
of any member of the Archteologieal Department that the sacred relics 
found in India by a foreign institution or individual could be possibly 
given away to it or him. It never entered my mind or the mind of any 
member of the Archseological Department, and I must say that it was 
unfair on the part of the Rai Sahib when he gave the instance of Lord- 
Budha's remains being given to Burma. 1 should not like to dwell on 
that point, but it was not a fair attack on the Government of the day 
which decided that matter. There was very good justification for it. 
Lord Budha belonged to India, developed his intellect, preached and 
converted the whole of India to his creed, and yet historians tell us that 
barring in Burma there are very few Buddhists to be found in the rest 
of India. Don’t you think that the Government, which owed its obli- 
gation to that part of the country quite as much as to the rest of India, 
should have done so ? As a matter of fact, I was not responsible for 
that order, but I have no hesitation in saying that if I were responsible 
for it, in all probability I should have done the same. {Rai Sahih Har- 
hilas Sayda : “ That is my complaint.”) It is quite possible that if 
my Honourable friend were in office lie would not have done so. Bui I 
must ask him to remember that acts like these are done not with the object 
of injuring or hurting anybody’s feelings. You must decide one way 
or the other, and as long as you decide with the best of intentions and 
after the most careful consideration, you cannot really take that as an 
argument that in future no excavations should take place or that nothing 
should go out. However, as I said, that was only by the way. The main 
thing is, here is this Bill which I still claim is an innocent one. There is 
hut one point on which there is some difference of opinion between Mem- 
bers on this side and on the other. That matter is open to discussion 
and debate and decision in the Select Committee and I see really no 
reason 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : There is one section of the Bill on 
which I should like to have an assurance from the Honourable Member, 
and that is section 20 A (c) which runs as follows : 

* * proscribing the manner in which antiquities found by a licensee shall be divided between 
Government and the licensee.'' 

(An Honourable Member ; “ That is for the Select Committee.”) 

T should like to know what would be the attitude of the Government 
on this matter iu the Select Committee. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fad-i-Husain : The atti- 
tude of the Government would be very largely guided by what the Mem- 
bers of the Select Committee feel. My own attitude I have mentioned 
already, and in no uncertain or equivocal terms. I want to be quite 
clear about these things. This is a thing which will be absolutely 
open 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : May I request the Honourable Mem- 
J^cr just to clear this issue a little further ? I want to know what would 
«c the attitude of the Government as regards this point. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Hueain : The atti- 
tude of Government will be that anything of national importance must 
Remain in India. That is my departmental view and also my own view. 
But still, as I say. 
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Mr^ D. K. Lahiri Ghaudhury : But who will scrutinise this im< 
portance ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The matter 
will have to be left to the Director General of Archaeology ; it won’t be 
..a matter which would rest with the Member in charge. Is that what the 
Honourable Member wants to know 1 It must be left to the specialist. 
I do not see what other agency could be devised unless it be suggested 
that a committee of the Members of this House should decide a matter 
of this sort. That is all I think the Leader of the Opposition wanted 
me to say. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : Sir, on a point of personal explanation 
as to what has been ascribed to me 

Mr. President : [ should like to ask the Honourable Member to state 
whether, in view of the assurance which the Leader of the Opposition has 
obtained from the Honourable Member in charge, he desires to with- 
draw his motion. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : No. I want to explain what my view is, 
so that it may not be misunderstood by the House 

Mr. President : Let it be restricted to a personal explanation only. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : It has been said that we are all agreed, 
both the Honourable Member in charge and myself, that excavations may 
be made, that foreigners may be allowed to come and do the thing, but 
that there is only one difference between him and me, and that is thai, 
while he says all finds of national importance may be kept here, and I say 
that all finds whatsoever may be kept here. In order that it is properly 
understood, all I have to say is that it is not for the Government — I objeci 
strongly to Government deciding whether a particular find is a matter of 
national importance or not. Just now, the Honourable Member in charge 
said that the removal of Buddha’s remains is not a matter of natioiuii 
impoi*tanee to them 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member is not making a personal ex- 
planation. He is making a reply. He must restrict himself to a personal 
explanation ; otherwise J cannot allow him to go on. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : My personal explanation is this. I have 
not agreed at all to the interpretation which my Honourable friend has 
put on my conditions. 

(At this stage Mr. S. G. Jog rose to speak). 

Mr. President : I should like to ])Ut the question now, unless there 
a general feeling in the House that further discussion should take plac‘\ 

Several Honourable Members : Let the question be now put. 

Mr. President : I acce])t the closure. The question is that the 
question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinions thereon. 

Bai Sahib Harbilas Sarda : If the Honourable Member agrees to 
circulate my speech by executive order along with the Bill, the inapljj 
'Cations of the Bill will be understood, but not otherwise. The Bid 
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has been so skilfully and cleverly drafted as to hide the real principle o£ 
the Bill. 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES— 24. 


Abdoola Iltirooii, Seth Haji. 

Abdur Riihim, Sir. 

Ag^arwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Cliandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 
putt, Mr. Aiiiar Nath. 

Tlari Raj Swarup, Lala. 

.fog, Mr. S. 0. 

Kyaw Myiiit, U 

Lahiri Cliaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Putil, Rao Bahadur B. L. 


Puri, Mr. Goswami M. R. 

Reddi, Mr. P. G. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna. 
Sarda, Rai Sahib llarbilas. 

Son, Mr. 8. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 
Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitariimarajii, Mr. B. 

Thampan, ^Tr. Tv. P. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


NOES— 50. 


Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khun 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Bancrji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 

Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 

Fazl-i-Husaiii, The Honourable TClian 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

Pox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Griffiths. Mr. G. I. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharaingji. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 
Jfiwahar Singh, Sarda r Bahadur Sarda r. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 

I^al Chand, Captain R. B. 
ball. Mr. S. 


Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Mukherjeo, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Rama Rao, Rai Bahadur IT. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. 8. N. 

Sahi. Mr. Ram Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir ITubert, 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Talib Mehdi, Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
Todd. Mr. A. II. A. 

Yakub, Sir ^Muhammad. 

Yam in Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


The motion was negatived. 

Mr. Presidant : I should like to ask Honourable Members whether 
they are prepared to get the amendment for the Select Committee formally 
®oved and have it put to the vote or whether they want some further 
oiscussion. 


(Cries of “ No discussion.”) 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, I rise to move : 

“ That |Jie Ancient Monuments Preservation (Amendment) Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of the Honourable Member in charge of the Department of 
Bdueation, Health and Lands, Mr* R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh 
Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. Ramsay Scott, Mr Muhammad Yamin Khan, Mr. N. n! 
Anklesaria, Rao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chand, Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda, Seth Haji 
Abdoola Haroon, ^Ir. J. C. French, Mr. B. N. Misva, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, and the 
Mover, and that the number of Members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a meeting of the Committee shall be five.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Ten Minutes to Three 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Ten Minutes to Throe 
of the Clock, ]\lr. President in the Chair. 


DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY^ GRANTS. 

Miscellaneous. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, 1 beg 
to move ; 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the Slst day of March, 1932, in respect of * Miscellaneous ” 

Inadequate Representation of Bengal at the Round Table Conference, 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 
in respect of * Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Rs. 3,56,999.” 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, I wish to 
raise a point of order. The practice here has been to give token cuts 
of Rs. 100 and some of us have given token cuts of Rs. 100 to discuss 
other imiiortant matters. I now find that my friend whose grievance is 
the non-inclusion of more members from Bengal in the Round Table 
Conference wants to cut out the whole grant except Re. 1. How are 
we going to discuss the various motions of which we gave notice, prob- 
ably earlier than Mr. Dutt ? I hope you will rule, Sir, that the matter 
can only be discussed on a Rs. 100 cut, and that Mr. Dutt’s cut should 
take its own idace on the Agenda. 

Mr. President ; Any Honourable Member is entitled to say that h® 
will give only one rupee against a demand of Rs. 3,57,000 made by 
Government, but in that case he will have to deal more with tlie financial 
aspect than with a particular grievance. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I am glad that Mr. Das's objection ha* 
been overruled. (Laughter.) In a manner it has been overruled, 
the President has pointed out in what way I should discuss the motion* 
And probably my Honourable friend knows that I know as much 
the rules and conventions of this House as he does. (Voices oft Yon 
know more.’D Yes, I probably know more. 
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Sir, I shall place before the House the reasons why this supple- 
incntary grjint is required. You wiU find from the Blue Boolcs that have 
been given to us, that Rs. 3,27,000 is for the Round Table Conference. 
Travelling expenses amount to Rs. 1,84,000 and other expenses are 
Ks. 1,36,000. Then again linked with these are two other things, viz.^ 
special commissions for inquiry ; i.e., the Nortli West Frontier Province 
Subjects Committee, Rs. 23,000 and the Sindh Financial Inquiry Com- 
mittee, Rs. 14,000. I shall ask the House not to accept this Rs. 23,000 
iuid Rs. 14,000, for the Round Table Conference was not accepted by the 
peopb? of this country, I mean the real people who count ; and the 
Government brought about a settlement between the representatives of 
the people and those that will participate in the Round Table Confer- 
ence, and that was only a few days ago here, when negotiations were 
going on botv/een that great man Mahatma Gandhi and the Government 
of Lord Willingdon. Up till then the real people of India were not in 
the Round Table Conference. There might have been people of whom 
the less said the better. Some words were coming to my lips but I shall 
restrain myself from uttering them. So you will find, Sir, that this 
North West Frontier Province Subjects Committee and the Sindh 
Financial Inquiry Committee were offsprings of the deliberations of the 
Round Table Conference which did not contain any real representative 
of this country but contained representatives of the people of England 
and men of their choice from India. That being so, Sir, we cannot 
sanction any grant whatever for these two items. 1 have therefore sub- 
mitted my reasons for taking away Rs. 37,000. Now I come to the 
balance of Rs. 3,20,000. This is a large amount. Of this the travelling 
expenses corno to Rs. 1,84,000. Now, Sir, those who are really bent upon 
having constitutional Government here and who want to have self- 
determination as the basis of the constitution to be framed for India 
will be reluctant to get their travelling expenses from the Goveriiment. 
Apart from that, who are the people that have been sent ? Have you 
been careful in adding the names which will command the confidence 
of the people of this country in the future constitution that is to come ? 
No. I say, Sir. here as ro])resentatives of the people we will be justified 
in at least throwing out any demand which the Honourable the Finance 
Member, instigated by others, has been compelled to put here. We know 
that th(? Honourable the Finance Member will be the last man on earth 
to ask for money unless he is compelled to do so. I know that his hands 
and feet an* tied np by the bureaucratic rope. Therefore he has been 
oompelled to bring this before us. In fact, if he had been a free man, 
I am sure he would not hav(* asked us to grant this demand. Tr will 
be seen that to the list of members who were selected for the Roiiritl 
Tabl(» Conference originally there have been added some other names 
from otiior provinces but none from the province of Bengal. I do not 
know whether this is meant as a jienance, when you ask us to contribute 
Rs. 1,84 lakhs for the Round Table Conference. I do not know whether 
it is meant as a penance for the sins of Mir Jaffer and Omichuiid. We 
have to make great sacrifices before we can have Swaraj ; we have to 
pay a price for freedom. The reason for which I am asking the House 
to refuse this grant will be acceptable to the Honourable the ILome 
Member, heeanso he hails L’om another province. He does not know 
'vbother Bengal is an important province or not and he thinks that Bengal 
inight easily be neglected. I know that unless you had that sort of feel- 
for Bengal for the state of things there, you would not have done 
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[Mr. Amar Nath Dutt.] 

this. Be that as it may, I submit, when you had got additional members 
from other provinces, I ask you what are your reasons for not having in- 
cluded any member from Bengal. You have not added a single indivi- 
dual from Bengal to tlie already selected list which was to your liking. 
You do not want the real voice of Bengal to be represented in the Round 
Table Conference although you know that Punjab and Bengal ought to 
send more members than any other province in India. I think I am not 
betraying any secret when I say before this House that when I enquired 
how the re]jresentatives from Bengal were selected, what was the method 
and what wiw the reason, the reasons and the explanation given were such 
which did not appeal even to that Honourable Member who was instru- 
mental in selecting them. 

Mr. President : Order, order. May I draw the Honourable Mem- 
ber's attention to the fact that he is concentrating on making out a 
provincial grievance. He is not dealing on financial grounds with the 
large reduction he advocates. 

BSr. Amar Nath Dutt : In these days of financial stringency, when 
we cannot agree with the Honourable the Finance Member and he finds 
that people, who have great respect for him, have to go against him and 
vote against him, I submit that to bring a demand for this huge amount, 
and that for other expenses — ^I do not know what these other expenses 
are — ^the Government of India have also ** other .expenses " for the 
C. I. D., — is not proper. But as the Honourable the Finance Member has 
asked for a grant, I will give him only Re. 1, the total amount to be 
reduced being Rs. 3,56,999. 

Mr. B. Das : I do not agree with my Honourable friend, Mr. Amai 
Nath Dutt, in coming at this late day of the year to oppose the whole- 
sale grant to the Round Table Conference, because this grant was in- 
cluded in the Budget last session and my friend passed it even without 
giving notice of a cut. I think to-day we are not to face the situation 
when we can do away with the allowances of the members of the 
Round Talile Conference, but we are to face the point whether the 
present Round Table Conference is the right one and really representa- 
tive. I think we have to discuss the subject from that point of view 
alone. 

Nawab Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (Nominated Non-Ofiicial) : I 
do not know- whether I am justified in taking part in this debate since 
I happen to be one of those unfortunate people who have to attend 
the Round Table Conference, but it is something else which makes me 
get up and say a few words. Sir, as far as expense over the Round 
Table Conference is concerned, the suggestion of holding the Confer- 
ence originally came from a party of which the Honourable the Mover of 
this cut, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, was a member. This original suggestion 
for holding the Round Table Conference was from the Swaraj Party 
which was then in ascendancy in this House and of which, as I have just 
said, the Honourable the Mover was a leading Member ! The idea of 
course was that the Congress would take part in the Conference, 
but if none of the Congress people took part in the Conference last year, 
at least this time we find the authorised representative of that party 
attending the Conference in London just now ; and if the Congre«» 
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^hich is the fonemost political party in this country is represented atl 
that Conference and its accredited spokesman is at present engaged in 
its deliberations, we should not, I think, grudge them this little expense 
over its members when there is every possibility of their coming to some 
sort of solution of our difficulties. This is a point to be considered, 
though it really does not concern me much. 

It is however in connection with that small item of expenditure for 
the North West Frontier Province Subjects Committee, that I should like 
to remind the House that it Avas a well organised small committee, 
short-lived and hard-worked, Avhicli carried out its task within two 
nionths. But for that committee, this House would have always remain- 
ed in doubt whether expenditure over that province was not very very 
extravagant. Now, that the report of that Committee is before the 
House, Honourable Members, who read it, will find that even that much- 
maligned province is not as extravagant in its expenses as it was 
generally supposed to be. Moreover that report will assure the Honour- 
able Members as well as the general public that the people of that 
province have been found, as a result of this Committee's sifting inquiry, 
to be quite fit for any constitutional advance when compared with the 
rest of India ! If that knowledge has been gained with this small ex- 
pense, I hope the House will not grudge it. That Committee has re- 
moved a good many doubts and suspicions about the efficiency of the 
administration as well as the capacity and ability of the people to take 
part in the Indian constitutional advance, and I am sure that the result 
of that very sifting and careful inquiry must have convinced this House 
that the province is fit to take its proper part in the political life of 
India. For these reasons I hope the House will have no hesitation in 
passing that very small item of expenditure. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, accused 
me this morning of a seductive smile. I am afraid I must accuse him 
of seductive words intended to lead this House in a most regrettable 
direction. I admire the skill with which he tried to weave together the 
various points in his case, but I am confident that he did not succeed in 
persuading the House to withhold the provision, altogether or almost 
altogether, for the expenses of the delegates to the Round Table Con- 
ference. I am so confident of that that I do not propose to argue the 
case at length. I will only ask my Honourable friend one question. It 
this ; he has left one rupee ; for who is it intended ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dntt : It is for those members who were originally 
appointed. 

The Honourable Sir Oeorfife Rainy : T think the House would have 
open grratefnl to my Honourable friend had he been able to enlighten 
” on that most interesting point. 

Mr. ^^ar Nath Dutt : Sir, T have heard my friends. Mr. B. Das and 
m’V', ’ Ahdid Qaiynm ; their arguments are that the original Round 
p®"*® "®nference which was constituted was the right thing and what- 
fnjT "'‘r pursuance of that and other committees which 

uowed it was the right thing to be done. 

Honourable Members : No, no. 
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Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : My friend relied upon the original sanction, 
but he forgets that sanction was not the sanction of the people. That 
sanction was had, because we knew on this side of the House, and they 
knew it also on the other side, that they had the forty nominated mem. 
bers and others of theii’ way of thinking and that we had been left 
alone, severely alone, by our former colleagues and so this thing was 
passed. My friend Mr. B. Das and I are two strange bed-fellows ; we 
were not of the same camp ; our ways of thinking are not the same and 
we cannot forget even in our calmer moments that we belong to differ- 
ent stock. 1 do not know whether my friend was nettled because of 
the allusion to representation from Bengal only, for I find that the cut 
coming next is that of my Honourable friend who complains not only 
of the uon-repi-esentation of Orissa, his own province, but also the nou- 
re presentation of the Merchants’ Chambers, and Federation. So he 
wants to safeguard the interests of every association with which he is 
connected, and he will not support me when T ask for the proper re- 
presentation of my own province, I beg to submit that I am not con- 
vinced by the arguments of my Honourable friend on the other side, or 
of my friend from the North West Frontier Province or of my friend 
from Bihar and Orissa. I do not like to withdraw my motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Schusiter : Sir, I have nothing to say. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the demand for a supplementary grant of a siun not exceeding Rs. 3,'57,('0l) 
in respect of ‘ Miscclliniooiis ’ be reduced by Rs. 3,56,999.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : As regards the next amendmentf standing in the 
name of Mr, Goswami Puri, — he here ? {An Honourable Member : 

He is not here.”) 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : May I move it on his behalf 1 Sir ? 

Non-paiiicipation of the Representatives of the Federation of Indian Mer- 
chants^ Chambers and Industries in the Federal Structure Committee 

and the Bound Table Conference. 

Mr. B. Das ; Sir, I beg to move the motion standing in my name, 
which is as follows : 

That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,O0<’ 
ill respect of * Miscellaneous ' be reduced by Rs. 100. ^ * 

Sir, since I gave notice of tliis motion, events have so shaped that the Gov- 
ernment of India* and the British Government have seen their way to 
permit the delegates of the Federation of the Indian Merchants’ Cham- 
bers and Industries to make their journey to participate in the Kound 
Table (Jonfer^-nce, but it is due to the obstinacy of the Government on 
India or those who advised the Viceroy and those who advised Whitehall 
and the Secretary of State, that to-day no accredited representative or 
the Indian Mercantile community takes part in the Federal Structure 
Committee. All of us have read in the papers that when the Secretary 
of State, after declaring the rupee as being linked to the sterling, invited 
the delegates to the Round Table Conference present to meet Si r Hcnr^ 

That the. d(?maiid for a supplementary grant of a snni not exceeding Rs. 
in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous ' be reduced to Re. 1 (non-inclusion of a Bengali fti t a 
Orissa Boundary Commission).” 
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Strakoscb, supposed to be a great authority on Indian currency matters 
being at the India Office, he thought fit to omit to invite Mr. Ghansham- 
das Birla, one of the accredited representatives of the Federation of 
Indian Merchants’ Chambers, and Mr. Ghanshamdas Birla was not present, 
and all of us know what sort of statement that gentleman, T mean 
Sir Henry Strakosch, made. He said that if the rupee were not allowed 
to be linked to sterling, the rupee would go down considerably and would 
be worth 6d. only. I do not know if that gentleman is paid from the 
Indian Treasury, if so, I hope he will not be paid for the sort of economic 
knowledge that he possesses, which is really a menace to India. Sir, 1 
have been told not to press this motion, but I thought that the Government 
of India would have advised that ]\Ir. Ghanshamdas Birla should deputise 
on behalf of Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas at the Federal Structure Com- 
mittee. Press news from London states that Mr. Birla has given a watch- 
ing brief at the Federal Structure Committee. The advisers of the Secre- 
tary of State are so much afraid of Mr. Ghanshamdas Birla that they 
do not want Mr. Birla to take part in the Federal Structure Committee 
pending Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas’s arrival. This is a groat national 
calamity for India and for Indian mercantile interests. I shall give the 
House one example. When in that Committee where the Secretary of 
State invited all the delegates and they discussed about the rupee being 
linked to sterling, no member made any statement, and I can say this 
much, that if Mr. Ghanshamdas Birla or Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas 
had been present, they w^uld have surely made a statement, then and 
there, as we demonstrated on Saturday last, and we told the Government 
and the world what was the national viewpoint of India. 

Sir, as I began, while I congratulate the Government of India and the 
British Government, for, at last sanity has dawned on them, for having 
invited the accredited representatives of the Indian mercantile community. 
I condemn their action for keeping out Mr. Birla from the Federal Struc- 
ture Committee and from his participating in private and public confer- 
ences where India’s fate was decid^ and where it was allowed to be 
declared that the rupee would go down to 6d. if it was not linked to 
sterling. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, what is sauce for the gander is also sauce 
for the goose. The Honourable the Mover of this motion would not support 
me in my proposition about Bengal, but his heart bleeds for those mer- 
chant princes, and therefore wires were sent across the seas and the 
whole Council Chamber vibrated with the voice of this so-called voice- 
less Chamber of Commerce, and they succeeded in getting representation 
at the Round Table Conference. Now, comes another demand that they 
J^hould have been represented at the Federal Structure Committee. My 
friend forgets that the Federal Committee was constituted long before 
^hese three members of the Chamber were added to the Round Table 
Conference. [An Honourahle Member ; “ But new Members were added 
subsequently. ”) 

Mr. B. Das : My friend does not know the actual facts. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I admit I do not know the facts as well as 
does, but I know some of the facts which if disclosed would not be 
either to the interests of this House or of the country at large. But 
Ihis much I know that this non-participation does not require any cen- 
*iire to be passed on the Government. If the Government have given 
Ii2i)6LAD D 
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[Mr. Amar Nath Dutt.] 

you three seats at the Round Table Conference, you ought to feel grate- 
ful. I only pleaded for my province. However, they have denied it, 
and though I am not grateful, I am not vindictive, but I plead for justice 
only. Sir, this cut or censure motion comes with bad grace from a 
gentleman who belongs to that Chamber whose demands have been ful- 
filled, and therefore 1 would ask my friend that with that grace which 
is characteristic of him, save and except on this occasion, he should with- 
draw his motion. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, my friend Mr. Dutt has 
made my task an easy one. He has dealt so fully with the various 
aspects of the case that I must be brief. I think when my friend Mr. 
Das put down an amendment on the paper he had two objects in view, 
one to bring about the full representation of the Indian Chambers of 
Commerce Avhich he wanted to see, and second to have an opportunity 
of telling Oovornment just w^hat he thought about it. No^v, my friend lais 
attained both bis objects, and in these circumstances T suggest to him 
that he might gracefully withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : What about the representation of Orissa ? 

Mr. President : Does ^he Honourable Member wish to reply ? 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, knowing as T do the temper of the House, aiul 
knowing also that my friend Mr Amar Nath Dutt wants to mislead the 
House, I do not wish to press my motion to a division. 

> Tiie amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Non-represenlation of Otissa at the Round Table Conference. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I beg to move the motion standing in my name, 
which reads thus : 

“ That tho (leinaiid for a aupplemeiitary grant of u sum not exceeding Bs. 3,57,000 
in resppct of * Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Bs. 100.^’ 

Sir, while 1 find m\' friend on the right, who represents Bengal and has 
got six seats at the Round Table (Conference, is clamouring for an addi- 
tional seat, I find Orissa has been completely ignored for the last Confer- 
ence as well as for the present Round Table Conference. I will just 
enlighten my friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt that his province is represented 
by Mr. Basil, — I believe he is a friend of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt — Sir P. C. 
Mitter,— are they not Bangalies 7 Tf my friend wants more, I do not 
mind his getting more representation, but T say his province has been 
adequately represented at the Round Table Conference, while Orissa goes 
unrepresented. Sir, in the last Round Table Conference the Rajah of 
Parlakimedi, a landholder from tho Madras Presidency, whose name was 
published in the State papers as the representative of the Indian Lyul- 
hoiders, was allowed in his other capacity as an Oriya to represent Orissn- 
I must take this opportunity to testify to the fact that he did his utmost 
to help the Oriya interests. But to-day he has resigned his membership 
of the Round Table Conference, and has accepted another position in ^ 
Commission appointed by the (Government of India through the instrn* 
mentality of the Round Table Conference, and no Oriya has been allow- 
ed to replace him. From the newspaper announcement we find that 
another landholder of Madras, the Rajah of Bobbili, has been substitiitod 
in place of the Rajah of Parlakimedi. 
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Sir, of the new provinces that will come into existence as the result 
a change in the constitution, Sind and Orissa will be two, and I find 
^hat Sind was represented at the First Round Table Conference and is 
also represented at the second Round Table Conference. I wonder why 
the Government have ignored the claims of Orissa unless my Honour- 
able friend the Leader of the House, who knows that excellent passage 
in the late Lord Curzon’s speech in the House of Lords, that the Oriyas 
were not an agitating people, and that if they were, they would have 
achieved their object long, long ago, of the constitution of a separate 
Orissa Province, probably thought that the Oriyas were not agitators, 
they had not joined the terrorist criminals, they were co-operating with 
Government, though from the side of the Opposition, and therefore that 
the Government could safely ignore their claim. Sir, I ask for bare 
justice from the House. T ask whether the Oriyas have not an equal 
claim with Sind to be represented at the Round Table Conference ? 
Even my Honourable friend, Nawab Sir Abdul Qaiyum, who represents 
tli(* North West Frontier Province, which is at ])resent working under 
different circumstances but claims to become a province with complete 
self-government institutions under the new constitution — my Honourable 
friend represents that province, and why is it that the Oriya claim has 
been ignored ? Does my Honourable friend the Leader of the House, 
who advised the two Viceroys to make such choice as they thought fit, 
think that the Oriyas have nothing to contribute at the Round Table 
Conference, whether to the constitution of a separate province for Oriyas, 
or to the greater goal of constitutional freedom for India ? Sir, 1 think 
the Government should regret their action in ignoring the claims of 
Oriyas for the last years, and I hope that they will now nominate 
an Oriya to the Round Table Conference. 

Sir, it is rumoured that the Government of Bihar and Orissa did 
not press for an Oriya representative at the Round Table Conference. 
But I find that two more Bebaris have gone to the second Round Table 
Conference, I mean Maulvi Shafee Daoodi and Sir Ali Imam. So, Bihar 
has got four and Orissa has no representative at all. while in the despatch 
which the Government of India wrote to the Round Table Conference 
their view is that Oriyas should have a separate province of their own. 
Sir, I claim here my right not as an Oriya but as an Indian, and I want 
that as an Oriya I should contribute my best for the remodelling of the 
constitution of India and Orissa as well. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : It would not have been necessary for me to 
I’ise on this occasion but for the little mud flinging which my Honourable 
friend Mr. Das had at Bengal. He has read before you certain names 
^hich I had studiously avoided, and he has added the name of one 
gentleman who, although bearing a Bengali name, has not belonged to 
Bengal for the last three generations and whose forefathers had migrated 
from Bengal to the Punjab nearly a century ago. Sir, I Avon’t say a 
word against those eminent gentlemen whom you h^ve been pleased 
to select in your wisdom, but at the same time I beg to state that they 
8re not representatives of nationalist Bengal or of the Bengali people. 

Sir, I will not oppose my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das in his de- 
^and for a representation of his pro vice in the Round Table Conference 
^ Or the framing of the future constitution of India. Prom the point of 
of intelligence, culture and education, T can well say that the 

d2 
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[Mr. Amar Nath Dutt.] 

Oriyas can also contribute something towards the framing of a consti- 
tution for India. Any one holding opposite views surely does not know 
the people of Orissa, and his knowledge must have been derived from 
other than those who are the educated people of Orissa. Sir, I think 
that Orissa must have representation and T support my Honourable friend 
in his demand. 

Mr. B. N. Misra (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I beg to 
support the cut moved by my Honourable friend Mr. B. Das. The num- 
ber of delegates to the last Round Table Conference was 52, and if you 
take province by province, there are eight major provinces in India, 
and the province of Bihar and Orissa deserved at least 8 seats, and 
Orissa in that case would have got half. We have not got even one 
quarter, or one-eighth, or even any decimal portion, .000, etc. Our posi- 
tion is this. The Leader of the House and the Government have totally 
ignored the province of Orissa. The Rajah of Parlakimedi is, strictly 
speaking, a representative of the landholders or zamindars ; lie never 
represented Orissa proper. Even now, the present Round Table Con- 
ference has been increased in number by 16 members. Tn that case our 
proportion becomes much more, but you will find that the Rajah of Parla- 
kimedi is not on the Round Table Conference now. Therefore, we have 
no representative at all there. Sir, T think Orissa must necessarily be 
represented in the Round Table Conference in view of the recent forma- 
tion of the Boundary Commission and in view of the formation of a new 
province for Oriyas. In the last Simla session I submitted in this 
very House that the Oriyas had a very important question to be settled 
which has been pending for the last 30 years since the time of T/ircl 
Curzon. Sir, there is still time for an Oriya to be selectt'd to represent 
Orissa proper at the Round Table Conference, and T would carnesHy 
appeal to the Government to rectify their error. (An Ilonourahlc 
Member : ** Why don^t you suggest names I think the Govern- 

ment can select any man whom they think suitable. T do not object to 
their selecting anybody so long as they satisfy the Oriyas. There is 
still time. I think the Government of India have committed a grave 
error in not taking notice of the cry raised in the last Simla session 
and throughout in several shapes. I heartily support the cut motion 
moved by Mr. Das. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : Coming as I do from the pro- 
vince of which Orissa forms a part, I should be .very sorry indeed to 
think that I was in the position of defending a wrong to Orissa, but I 
do not think I am in that position. Orissa was represented, as my 
Honourable friend has admitted, at the first sitting of the Round Table 
Conference. I do not think that either of my Honourable friends from 
that province, who have spoken, have sufficiently appreciated the im- 
portance of what is going on at present, that is to say, the work of tbe 
Orissa Boundary Committee, the appointment of which was announced 
a few days ago. I think all Honourable Members will realise that while 
that Gommitee is sitting and until its report is received, it is not at alj 
likely that the Round Table Conference will occupy itself with the special 
problem of Orissa. I have no doubt that the Raja of Parlakimedi, who 
represented ' Orissa at the last Conference, has realised that it would 
be more useful for his own province and for its interests if he devoted 
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his attention to the Boundary Committee than that he should go to 
London at the present time. I think the work of that Committee must 
be of extreme importance in the settlement of the question which my 
Honourable friends have so much at heart. That is where the key of the 
situation is at present and for the moment from the special Oriya point 
of view, London does not count very much. When the work of the Coui- 
iriittee is over and when the time comes for the Conference to consider 
the Oriya problem, then I think my Honjourable friends might very well 
press for the representation of Orissa at the London Conference when 
that question is discussed. For the moment I would put it to them that 
their remonstrance or proposal is not timely. At the moment the im- 
portant question will come before the Boundary Commission and that is 
where the prominent men of Orissa can best serve their province. 

Mr. B. Das : I listened to the Honourable the Leader of the House, 
coming as he does from my own province, with the greatest respect, but 
I feel that he has not met the points I advanced. He suggested that i he 
Oriyas are only interested in their domestic problem of the separation 
of Orissa and not in the greater and bigger problem of India's destiny. 
He has done an act of unkindness to the Oriya people by suggesting that 
and I think it might have created a wrong impression on the Members 
of this House. Under the circumstances I cannot withdraw my motion 
and I press it. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the doinancl for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 
in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous * be reduced by Ks. 100. '' 

The motion was negatived. 


Inadequate Represmtation of the Landlords and Zammdars at the Round 

Table Conference, 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup (United Provinces : Landholders) : I beg to 
move : 

‘ * Tliat the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 
in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Rs. 100.^’ 

I have taken this opportunity to express the grievance of the landlords of 
India in general and of the United Provinces in particular about their 
inadequate representation at the Round Table Conference. We have 
two complaints, one is about the inadequate representation of landlords 
at the Round Table, and secondly the manner in which they, if any, have 
been chosen. I was looking up the list of members of the Round Table 
Conference, and T could not find which of them has really been nominated 
to represent the landholders of India. In the other House a Resolution 
'Was moved the other day and the Honourable Member in charge replied 
that the Maharaja of Darbhanga and Sir P. C. Mitter of Bengal and four 
others, whose names he did not care to mention, were appointed to 
represent the landholders of India. I had a talk with the Nawab of 
Chhattari and the Maharaja of Darbhanga. The latter said that he 
represented the Hindus of Bihar and not the landholders. (Voices : 

, That is what the Maharaja said. There is no other Hindu at 

the Conference from Bihar, and the Nawab of Chhattri said that he was 
here in Ids official capacity of Horae Member of the United Provinces 

Government. 
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Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Is not the Maharaja of Darbhanga the 
president of the Landholders’ Association ^ 

Hari Baj Swarup : He is, but he has not been nominated in 
that capacity. Since the last Conference, we feel that our case is going 
by default and except for a short speech by Sir P. C. Mitter, w^hom 1 
wdsh to thank on behalf of the landholders, nobody took up our case at the 
Conference. 1 would not have taken this opportunity to place our 
grievances before this House, but the events of the last few months have 
put us to alarm. The Congress in their Resolution about fundamental 
rights have said that they arc for the interests of tenants and not of 
landlords. They even went to the length of suggesting that they should 
do away with the permanent settlement of llengal and the zamindar class 
as a whole. This is what they say : 

“ Sonic niciiibcrs of the Committee strongly fjivourocl the insertion of a clause 
abolishing the permanent settlement and the zamindari system. It was not included 
as in the view of the majority the clause relating to the revenue system and land tax 
would give the right to the future legislature to consider all such proposals.” 

Then very recently Mahatma Gandhi, in his speech at the Federal 
Structure" Committee of the Round Table Conference, said that he does 
not want to give any special representation to the landlords. He was not 
for any special representation of any class. At one place, however, he 
said that there should be a clause in the constitution providing that if 
the constituents failed to elect representatives of certain classes, as for 
instance, women, Europeans and representatives of Commerce, they should 
be selected or nominated by the Legislature. There is no mention. Sir, 
in this clause about landlords. Whether they have separate constituencies 
or not, and whether they are elected from General Constituencies or not, 
no representation is to be given to them. Now a Resolution was moved 
in the other House for claiming an adequate representation at the Round 
Table Conference, and the Member in charge said that, “ The proper 
opportunity will come to press your claims before the Franchise Committee 
which is to be appointed We admit that we can put forward our claims 
before that Committee, but the broad principles will be decided in 
London, and the Franchise Committee, which will be appointed only in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Round Table Conference, 
will not be able to go into the fundamentals and will only carry out the 
policy decided in England. Tf the Round Table Conference decides that 
there should be no special representation for us, then the Franchise 
Committee cannot accord representation to the landholders as such. 
Sir, it is a general principle that representation goes by taxation. K 
you look at the Budgets the various Provincial Governments, you will 
find that one-half of the provincial revenues of the Provincial Govern- 
ments comes from land revenue which is paid by the landholders of 
India ; and, to ignore the landholders of India on the Round Table 
Conference, Sir, is doing a grave injustice to this class. The Govern- 
ment of India, Sir, whenever we represented our case to them, said that 
the nominations have been made by His Majesty’s Prime Minister and 
that they are not responsible for these nominations. Sir, when they ask 
for money from this House, I urge that they should feel their own 
responsibility^ towards ourselves : and when certain additions have been 
made to the list of delegates to the Round Table Conference very recently- 
I say that that must be on the advice of the Government of India. 
represented our case several times to Lord Irwin and also to the present 
Viceroy and Governor General. His Excellency very sympathetically 
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said that the Government of India would give us adequate representation ; 
but, Sir, when we looked into the list, we did not find our community 
adequately represented through our representatives. With these few 
words, Sir, I wish to place our protest on record. 

Mr. Bhuput Bing (JBihar and Orissa ; Landholders) : Sir, I rise to 
support the cut motion which has been moved by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Hari Raj Swamp. Being myself also a representative of another 
landholders’ constituency, I owe it to myself to support liim whole- 
iieartedly in this matter. Like him, T have also keenly felt tlie injustice 
of the inadequate representation of our interests on the Round Table 
Conference from my province of Bihar and Orissa as well. Sir, I know 
it as a fact that the oldest premier institution in India of landlords and 
zamindars, I mean the British Indian Association of Calcutta, has 
repeatedly pressed upon the attention of His Majesty’s Government as 
well as that of the Government of India, the fact of the inadequate re- 
presentation of the land-owning classes in India on the Round Table 
(Conference, but all that. Sir, yet to no effect. 

Sir, we, the land-owning classes, have not only always stood by the 
Government through thick and thin as a class, but have always, by our 
timely, regular and i)eriodical payments of the land revenue, enabled 
them to carry on their administration smoothly. (Ironical Cheers from 
<^ome Honourable Members.) We have handsomely contributed towards 
all their loans, and have influenced our people to contribute towards 
them largely. We also pay heavy amounts as income-tax year by year. 
We have very often. Sir, exercised a healthy influence upon the body 
politic in times of unrest. Then, by payment of the various kinds of 
cesses we have enabled the district authorities everywhere to keep the 
roads and public works in good and satisfactory condition. But, Sir, 
notwithstanding all these services, as we have been quite averse to any 
sort of political agitation, either in the Press or on the platform, lest 
our great stakes in the country might be* prejudiced in any way, the 
Government of India have always turned a deaf ear to all our represen- 
tations. Sir, the Government of India evidently lay great store by 
political agitation, and they m fact respect those who clamour for rights, 
and they are afraid of those who have got a strong organization, because 
it is my firm coimction that, if only the landlords and zamindars of India 
had combined and pitted the weight of their wealth and substance into 
an extensive ])olitical agitation inside the country for a recognition of 
their legitimate claims and aspirations, they could have iu no time made 
the Government recognize tliem, just as the Federation of Indian 
Merchants’ Chambers and Tiidustries have been able to do. But that, 
^ir. is an impossible dream in the present disintegrating condition of our 
land-owning classes and I shall content myself therefore by sjipporting 
the motion of my Honourable friend in giving vent to our grievance 
pointedly only in this House. 

Mr. Ooswami M. B. Puri ((Uuitral Provinces : Landholders) : Sir, 
1 rise to support the cut motion of my friend Mr. Ilari Raj Swamp. 

I regret to bring to the notice of this House that, in spite of the 
promises made by the Government last year on the questions of the 
Raja of Kollengode, Government have not cared to give an adequate 
representation to the landholders of India in the second Round Table 
Conference. 
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This Round Table Conference, since it is devoid of an adequate and 
true representation of landholders, may afford any good thing to India, 
but we are sure, Sir, that we are not going to get anything better ; on 
the other hand it is very likely that we may get something worse. 

We are at a loss to know why our class is so ignored both by the 
public and by the Government as well. (Laughter.) In fact it is our 
class, Sir, which contributes a major portion of the whole contribution to 
the Government Khazina, but in spite of this fact, our class is ignored as 
anything ! India is an agricultural country, and in fact our class 
claims the first voice. (Hear, hear.) As a representative of the zamindars 
of the Central Provinces and a joint Secretary of the Landowners Group 
in the August Assembly, I protest against this dark business, often 
successfully carried out. Prom the floor of this House I wish to bring 
to the notice of the Government, Sir, that as long as the landowners are 
not properly cared for, no good constitution will be acceptable to this 
class. (Hear, hear.) It may be argued by the Government that some of 
the Round Table delegates are big landholders of India ; but I shall bp 
the last man to admit this version. The Government might have included 
some big zamindars, but I venture to say, without any hesitation, that 
they are not our true representatives in the real sense. During the first 
Round Table Conference, Sir, we had a bitter experience that these 
representatives did not care even to put our case before the Round 
Table Conference. What of fighting for us, then T Sir, it is an open 
secret that our class is sinking down and down, and it is a matter of 
regret that the Government are ignoring us in such matters which are 
so highly important. As a landlord, I am here to record my emphatic 
complaint. We demand little, but we insist upon what we demand, 
because we are on the right side. We must get a better representation. 

The interests of our class are as united as of the other classes of 
people. I hope. Sir, that I have sufficiently succeeded in briefly im- 
pressing upon this House, the justice for this cut motion and I sincerely 
appeal that at least the non-official Benches will lend their unanimous 
support. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Mr. President T daresay the 
House will realize that it would be imposing a somewhat difficult task 
upon a JMember of the Government to deal with every one of these cuts 
upon their merits, and to say that an ideal distribution between all 
conceivable interests had been attained, more especially because, as the 
House is well aware, the responsibility for the selections rests with His 
Majesty’s Government and does not rest with the Government of India. 

I had not the heart to make this general point when the question of 
Ori.ssa was raised. As my friends Mr. Das and Mr. Misra know, I have 
a soft spot in my heart for Orissa, though not in my head, I hope. 
(Laughter.) But I think this cut provides the natural opportunity on 
which I must make two general points, first, that the responsibility does 
not rest with the Government of India, and second, that if an angel had 
come down from Heaven to make the selection, I believe the number of 
cuts moved upon this occasion would have been just as numerous as they 
are. (Laughter.) I am sure Honourable Members of the House realise 
how extraordinarily difficult it is in the case of a Conference of this 
kind to give the repre-sentatioii one might wish to give to all the various 
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important interests concerned in the future of India. And even if it 
were possible to disregard the question of numbers and make the Con- 
ference very numerous, we should still not satisfy anything like all the 
interests, for each of them would consider that the representation 
accorded to it was inadequate. 1 would not say one word to underrate 
the importance in the future of India of the great land-holding com- 
munity. But if their feeling is that their case will be inadequately 
presented at the Round Table Conference, and that there are not 
sufficient delegates to state it adequately, I think they are unduly appre- 
hensive. After all at a meeting, such as the Round Table Conference, 
it is not a question of counting votes ; it is a question of weighing opinion. 
And I am confident that those members of the Conference who can fairly 
claim to speak for the land-holding community will be perfectly able to 
put their views forward effectively, and it is not in the least probable that 
their views will be overlooked or ignored. 

I would press upon the House the importance of the considerations 
I have urged, because while one Member may be interested in one parti- 
cular motion for a cut and another Member in another motion, each of 
them may be able to perceive the flaw, if not in the cut that he has moved 
himself, at any rate in the cut that was moved by his friend. I thought 
I had noticed a little earlier in the afternoon that perhaps my friend 
Mr. Das’s eyes were open to the weaknesses in the cut moved from his 
right, and Mr. Amar Nath Diitt^s eyes to the weaknesses in the cut 
moved from his left. 

I think that practically completes all that I have to say on this 
motion. ^ 

Lala Hari Raj Swamp : Sir, the Honourable Member just now said 
that in the Round Table Conference it is not a matter of counting votes 
and any one having sympathy with the landholders is entitled to represent 
their case. That is correct, but we feel that the proceedings of the last 
Round Table Conference have revealed that nobody has taken any in- 
terest in our case there and we feel that our case is going by default. 
We only wish that they had nominated such zamindar members as had 
the confidence of the landholders in India and could adequately represent, 
our case at the Conference, es])ecially in view of the fact that a special 
attack is being made on our rights here and also in England ; and such 
provisions should be pro])()sed in the new constitution as would not 
allow to take away our proprietary rights from us. With these few 
words, Sir, I beg to submit that T am not inclined to withdraw my motion. 

Mr, President : The question is : 

. “ Tliat the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Bs. 3,57,000 

in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The motion was negatived. 

I'l^adeqnate Representation of Mussalmans in the Federal Structure and 
Minority Committees and the Bound Taihle Conference- 

Mr, M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa : 
^iihammadan) : Sir, I beg* to move : 

. “ That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Bs. 3,57,000 

ifespect of ‘ Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Bs. 100. ’ * 
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Sir, the sins of omission and commission committed! in the selection 
of the personnel of the Muslim delegates to the Round Table Conference 
are legion. The Muslim delegation is neither effective nor adequate. The 
differential treatment accorded to the Hindu Congress and to the Muslim 
(conference is a glaring example of the invidious distinction made by the 
Government in dealing with the sister nations of India. Not only was 
the Congress given the right to select its own representatives, but this right 
was extended to the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commerce also, 
while not a single association of Muslims was asked to select its represen- 
tatives. Our elementary right has been totally denied and this is the re- 
ward. I admit. Sir, that amongst the Muslim members there are politicians, 
great men of reputation and well educated and influential persons. 
There are great i)atriots and well-wishers but, Sir, they are not our re- 
presentatives nor are they the representatives of any Muslim organisation. 
The Muslims are anxious for their religious safeguards, but not a single 
person has been nominated from amongst the all-India Jamiai-ul-VUma, 
The JamiaUul-Ulema is an all-India organisation with its centre at (.'awn- 
pore. May 1 ask Government who represents them and who will press 
the religious points of view in the Round Table Conference ? India is an 
Eastern cbuntry where religion i.s above all. If the religious safeguards 
will not be settled entirely to the satisfaction of our Jamiat^ul-Ulcma, 
we Mussulmans cannot accept any form of Government or any constitution 
by whomsoever devised. As^ the general body of the Round Table Con- 
ference is not meeting till the first week of Novermber, it still remains 
in the hands of the Government to undo the wrong and rod'rcss the grie- 
vamces of the Mussalmans by empowering the all-India Jamiat-uhVlemn 
at Cawnpore to select its own nominee for nomination by the Govern- 
ment. Sir, this is not the question of a province or of a section of a com- 
munity, But rather this is a question of the whole of Muslim India. This 
is the last opportunity, Sir. I do my duty and warn the Government in 
time. If Government want to .satisfy Mussalmans and want to knoAv our 
religious feelings, they must consider the question cooUy. 

(At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Deputy President.) 

Sir, the other example of inadequate Muslim representation is this 
that the North-Western Frontier tribal area and Baluchistan and 
Central Provinces have not been represented at all. The rei)resentation 
of Bengal is very poor. While nearly half the Muslim po]>ulation of 
British India lives in Bengal alone, only two Muslims have been elected 
from there. Important men of Bengal like tlu^ Honourable Syed 
Abdul who represents 20 million Muslims of Bengal in the Council 

of State have been ignored by the Government. Sir, when I see that people 
not knowing English well have been nominated from amongst us, how can 
T .sati.sfy myself that the Muslim representation is effective f 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Who does not know English ? Our informa- 
tion is that they are all well versed in the English language and literature. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That may be, but my information is 
otherwise. T request my Honourable friend to see the list again and esp^ 
cially the ’list of new recruits carefully. 
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Sir, I have proved the inefBciency and inadequacy of Muslim repre- 
sentation in the Round Table Conference and 1 hope Government will try 
to redress Muslim grievances. 

With these words, Sir, I move my cut. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : On this particular cut 1 can 
only say a very few words. The general considerations that I urged when 
the last cut was moved have their bearing on this cut also. But I think 
iny llonouralble friend who moved this motion will realise that there is a 
special difficulty in dealing with this particular cut on the merits, because 
the point he raised wavS not so much that the numbers of the Muslim dele- 
gation were inadequate, but that he did not consider that the right men 
were selected. Now quite clearly T think that is an extraordinarily diffi- 
cult proposition to put before this House and ask it to vote on it. Through- 
out this afternoon the House has shown the greatest reserve and its appre- 
ciation of the importance of the issues involved, and has not pressed any of 
these motions so far to a division. I do sincei'ely hope that my Honour- 
able friend, on this occasion also, will see his way not Xo press his motion 
to a division, because we are not the tribunal by which a question of this 
sort can be settled. 

Mr. Deputy President : Is the Honourable Member prepared to with- 
draw the motion ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; 1 am not satisfied with the reply given 
and I am not prepared to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. Deputy President : The question is 

** That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding KJa. 3,57,000 
in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Ks. 100.^' 

The motion was negatived. 

Non-representation of the Jain Communitij at the Federal Structure Com^ 
mittee or the Round Table Conference, 

Mr. Nabakumar Singh Dudhoria (Calcutta Suburbs : Non-Muham- 
madan Urban) : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exeeedinfif Rs. 3,57,000' 
in respect of * Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Re. 1.** 

Sir, T am constrained to move this cut to give printed impression to 
a particular grievance of our cormnunity. The community to which I 
have the honour to belong, I mean the Jain Community — a minority com- 
munity — no doubt in the cbiintry — finds no representation either in the 
Federal Structure Committee or on the Ronndi Table Conference. I think 
there will! be no gainsaying the fact that in the commercial life of the 
country, members of my community play not an insignificant part. My 
community has never cared for the loaves and fishes of Government ser- 
vice, bufTias wholly occupied itself with trading and commercial pursuits. 
It is for this reason that Lord Ronaldshay, in one of his books, has stated 
that nearly one third of the wealth of the country passes through the 
hands of the Jains. There are many well-known commercial magnate 
in my community who have great stakes in the country and who can very 
^ell hold their own against people of other trading classes. The Europeanr 
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merchants throughout the country "will vouch from the fact what an im. 
portant community ours is in the existing commercial and business life in 
the country. Then, Sir, members of my community have ever been known 
to be loyal and peace-loving and averse to all sorts of agitation. Members 
of my community have also freely and unstintedly given towardls all) public 
■charities and have contributed largely towards all Government loans. Sir, 
a prominent member of my community from Bombay, who is a friend of 
my family, went on the Simon Commission in face of the violent opposition 
of the country, to represent our interests there. Such being the case, and 
especially when trading rights of the different commercial communities in 
Inidtia are going to ibe discussed and settled in the Federal Structure Com- 
mittee and the Round Table Conference, we feel really aggrieved as a com- 
munity that in the matter of our vital interests, the Government should 
overlook our claims of representation altogether. If it is not yet too late, I am 
confident the Government will see the reason of my grievance and set right 
the omission by putting on the forthcoming Round Table Conference a mem- 
ber from my community. 

Sir, I beg to move the cut that stands in my name. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I want to ask the Honourable Member one ques- 
tio-n. Is not Mahatma Gandhi a member of the community to which my 
Honourable friend refers ? (Several Honourable Members : ‘‘No.'^) Is not 
Mahatma Gandhi’s whole doctrine based on Ahirnsa (non-violence), the 
doctrine of the Jains ? 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : I would not say a single word 
to underrate the importance of the community on behalf of which my 
Honourable friend has fii)oken. But this particular cut does illustrate the 
difficulty of giving representation to all the interests and communities in 
this enormous sub-continent of India, when the number of delegates mast 
be limited to some’ithing less than 100. It is impossible to constitute a con- 
ference of that kind without a number of omissions, which some Members 
will feel to be unfair. If cannot be helped, and I can assure the Honourable 
Member that Government do fully appreciate the importance of the Jain 
community. I trust that my Honourable friend will find it possible not 
to press his motion. 

Mr. Deputy President : The question is : 

“ That llie demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 
in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Re. 1.’’ 

The motion was negatived. 

(Mr. Amar Nath Dutt rose to move his motion.*) 

T^e Honourable Sir George Bainy : On a point of order, I would 
submit that on this particular cut, at any rate, it is incumbent on my 
Honourable friend to show how the failure to enquire into the causes of 
the agricultural distress is related to the expenses of the Round Tabic 
Conference. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : It is related in this w-ay. In the Round 
Table Conference, the fortunes of those agriculturists are ‘being decided 

That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding "Rs. 3,57,uu0 
in respect of ‘»Miscellaneous * be reduced by Rs. 100. (Not inquiring into the causes 
•f the agricultural distress to relieve the same.) 


BBM ANDS FOR SOPPLBMBNTABT GRANTS. 


1245 


and they have no representation there and at the time of the present dis- 
tress, you should not, at the cost of the tax-payers, send any man to England 
for the luxury of claiming a constitution which does not provide for relief of 
the agricultural distress in the country but which on the other hand en- 
hances it by the addition of heavy burd^ens. I hope my Honourable friend^ 
the Commerce Member, will be satisfied with this explanation of mine. 

Mr. Deputy President : Order, order. Motions of a similar nature 
have been attempted to be moved in the past and a ruling has been given 
m tlie past on such motions. Tt has been clearly ruled that on a diebate on 
supplementary or excess grant only those questions can be raised of expen- 
diture which are covered in the dc^mand under question, and as I under- 
stand from the Leader of the House that the question relating to agricul- 
tural distress is not included in this demand under discussion, the Honour- 
able Member’s amendment is out of order. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : But, Sir, is it not a fact that this motion is already 
on the Agenda and the President himself has allowed this motion ? Now 
docs it lie in the hands of the Deputy President to say this, regard being 
had that the notice of that amendment was given two days previously 
within which time the objection could have been taken ? That period 
being over, objection cannot be entertained. 

Mr. Deputy President : The Honourable Member has been in this 
House for over nine years. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Eleven years, Sir. 

Mr. Deputy President ; The Honourable Member has been in this 
House for 11 years and he must by now have understood the rules and 
Standing Orders of this House. The fact that a motion appears on the 
Order Paper does not mean that the Chair has allowed that motion. A 
point of order can always be raised when a motion is attempted to be 
moved and it is always open to the Chair to rule that motion out of order. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Practice and custom play an important part. And 
this is the practice, and miles and »Standing Order, that 

Mr. Deputy President : Order, order. Does the Honourable Mem- 
ber mean to question the ruling of the Chair ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed :.No, Sir. But if an 

Mr. Deputy President : The Chair has given its ruling and the Chair 
cannot allow the ruling to be discussed and questioned. 

(Mr. Amar Nath Dutt rose to move the motion standing in the name of 
Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri.*) 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy : I should like to raise a point of 
order on this particular cut also. The supplementary demand which has 
been moved by my Honourable colleague does not, I understand, contain 
any provision for the Orissa Boundary Commission. 

Mr. D eputy President : If tha t is so, the motion is out of order. 

Tliat the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 
respect of ‘ Miscellaneous * be reduced by Rb. 100. (Non-inclusion of a Bengali im 
^ Orissa Boundary Commission.) ” 
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Representation of Non-Brahmins and Bombay Karnatak at the Bound 
Table Conference and the Minon^ties Sub^Committee, 

Bao Bahadur B. L Patil (Bomba 3 ^ Southern Division : Non-Muham- 
madan) : Sir, the motion that stands in my name runs thus : 

“ That the denuaud for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Bs. 3,57,000 
in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous ' be reduced by Rs. 50/^ 

The point I want to make out is this : that by certain acts of commission 
and omission on the part of the Government of India the tax-payer of 
India is made to pay, over and over again, large sums of money for the same 
purpose. This is the point I want to make out. Let me go back to the 
year 1930. In that year in the July session of this Assembly, Member after 
Member protested on the floor of this House that the Round Table Confer- 
ence was not representative and did not include the Congress. It was 
pointed out and contended that the delegation at the Round Table Confoi*- 
ence would not be fully representative and serious results might ensue. 
The Government of India then did not pay a moment’s attention to what 
the Honourable Members of this House on this side then said-. What was 
the result ? The Round Table Conference went on without the representa- 
tion of the Congress, and to-day what is the position ? To-day the repre- 
sentatives of the Congress have been invited and they are attending the 
Conference at London. Whose fault was this ? T submit it was the fault 
of the Government of India. Had they then ])aid a moment’s attention 
to what the Honourable Members on this side of the House contended and 
urged upon them, w^e w^ould not have been faced with this supplementary 
demand for a large sum of money. That is the point which I w^ant to lay 
at the door of the Government. 

Then I want to take this opportunity to raise my little finger of w^jrn- 
iiig to the other side. T beg to submit that they are going to commit a similar 
mistake now. I want to urge that the omission on the part of the Govern- 
ment at the present moment is this : that no representation has been given 
to the Kannada-speaking people living in different districts of the Bombay 
Presidency, Madras and Coorg : and also there is no representation at all 
of the non-Brahmins of Bombay, Deccan, Berar and the Central Provinces. 
The third thing which T want to raise under this motion is this, that Ilis 
Majesty’s Government in England have not been pleased to appoint any 
Non-Brahmin on the Minorities Sub-Committee now sitting in England. 
I know’ that the Honourable the Leader of the House will put before us two 
answ'ers to my point : the first is this, that it is the Government of ITi^ 
Majesty that has got the right to invite delegates to the Round Table Con- 
ference, and that His Excellency the Governor General is not primarily 
concerned' with this matter. To this T can very well answer that formally 
it may be true, but as a matter of fact T cannot bring myself to believe that 
it is really so. T believe that it is the Government of India that take lhi‘ 
initiative in this matter, and that it is on their recommendatioii that the 
selection is made. The second answer is this, that it is not possible to ffur 
representation to various interests if they represent a single interest. i 
beg to submit that it is possible for the Government of India to select siH*h 
members who can represent not only particular interests but also 
interests of^a general character. 

With regard to the non-representation of Non-Brahmins in the vaiia’^^^ 
provinces. T need not say much. All the Honourable Members know' fnlly» 
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and perhaps better than myself, what the non-Brahmiii movement stands 
for and what it has achieved in the past and what its grievances are. But 
I should like to confine myself to the grievances of the Kannada-speaking 
districts of Bombay, Madras and Coorg. At the very outset I can submit 
to this House that the principle of redistribution of provinces on a linguistic 
basis has been conceded by the Joint Parliamentary Committee. They have 
held in their report— paragraph 246— that it is essential for the proper 
working of responsible Government that the future Indian administrative 
units should be distributed on a linguistic basis. They have further held 
that the present distribution of administrative units is not based on any 
sound reason or object. They have been so far merely historical accidents. 
In the next place, I should like to submit that the finding of the Reforms' 
Enquiry Committee which submitted its report some years later is similar. 
Lastly, I should like to mention some of the activities of the several Legis- 
latures in India in regard to this point. The matter was once mooted in 
the Council of State and: thereafter it was said by the Government that the 
matter should be first agitated in the local Legislatures. 1 am fortunate 
ill mentioning to this House that the Legislative Council of JMadras and the 
Council of Coorg have passed Resolutions recommending to the Government 
of India that early steps should lie taken to form a separate province for 
Kannada. 

For all those reasons, I beg to submit that though this was an important 
matter, though th(»re was a populai* demand on the part of the people, the 
Government of India did not care to send at least one or two delegates who 
could rei)resent this matter as well as other matters of public interest before 
the Round Table Conference. Sir, J beg to move. 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Representative) : Sir, to begin with, I must 
congratulate my friend Mr. Patil upon having moved this cut and having 
given me an opjiortunity of saying a few words on this cut. It was 
extremely unfortunate on my part or for reasons very well-known to my- 
self that I have not given any cut for reducing the expenses of the Round 
Tabl(* Conference for two reasons. One reason is, I was a Member of the 
Standing Finance Committee, and when the proceedings w^cre going on 
there, I had committed myself and sanctioned the amount, and it would 
have been very inconsistent on my part to speak against the things which 
were done in the Standing Finance Committee. My loyal friends at least 
knoAv that there is room for repentance, and it gives one an opportunity 
of undoing w’hat has already been done. T must congratulate my friend 
for one thing, because he ha.s given me an o])portunity of saying a few^ 
words on this Resolution by including my province in his Resolution. It 
is no doubt a sort of encroachment upon my rights, but I welcome it in the 
sense that he has given me an opportunity of ventilating my grievance 
also. T am not pleading for the non-Brahmin community, for 1 have no 
flesire to bring in communal matters on the floor of the House. 1 do not 
know exactly what are the grievances of the. Karnatak iiou-Brahmins or 
of the non-Brahmius in other parts of the Presidency, but .so far as my 
province goes, it is not a ease of inadequate representation, hut it is a case 
of no representation at all. I have written in newspapers so many times, 
find even on the floor of this House I haVe explained to the House the 
JJnomalous position of the province to which I have the fortune or misfor- 
|Pne to belong. You all know how* my province has been treated for the 
so many years. It is a province* of whose administration it is very 
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difficiUt to speak. Some people say it is British India^ while others say 
that it is not British India 

Mr. K. Ahmed ! Berar is leasehold property. 

Mr. 8. O. Jog: It is a leasehold property under the treaties that 
passed between Lord Curzon and His Exalted Highness the Nizam, but 
it has been also agitated in the Press, and it has been held for all practical 
purposes that Berar is a part of British India. But when you move the 
British Government and ask for any rights, they say, ‘‘ You are not 
British India, we are sorry we cannot do anything for you.’^ When His 
Highness the Nizam makes a claim to the property, the British Government 
say, ‘‘We have to guard the interests of those people who have been under 
our protection and care for the last so many years This is a position 
under which my unfortunate province is labouring for the present. We 
have no proper representation ; our grievances are not redressed, and it 
is really a question as to what is to be done about this province for which 
there is no parallel in the history of India, as to what is to be done under 
the new constitution, and when so many momentous issues are to be decided 
at the Round Table Conference, a province like Berar, the population of 
whcih is 34 lakhs, the income of which is 2 crores, goes unrepresented. I 
had no desire to ventilate the grievances of my province but since an 
opportunity has been given to me by my friend, I take this occasion to 
ventilate the grievances of ray province, and as was observed by my friend 
Mr. Misra and by some other friends, it is not yet too late, and I think it 
is just possible for Government to rectify their mistake and give my pro- 
vince an opportunity of being heard and taking part in the momentous 
questions that will be decided and discussed in the Round Table Confer- 
ence. I support this cut which has been so ably moved by my friend 
Mr. Patil. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I am somewhat apprehensive 
that in my attempts to answer the speakers on the various cuts I am 
getting into the danger of being called to order by the Chair on the ground 
of repetition. But, Sir, I am afraid that the only attitude I can t^e up 
on this cut is substantially the same as the attitude I have taken on others. 
It is really not possible by a vote of this House to deal with alleged inade- 
quate representation or non-representation of a particular interest or a 
particular area or a particular community, because the final judgment mpt 
depend upon the relative importance of a large number of communities, 
areas and interests, and until we had considered the claims of all of them, 
we should not be in a position to say whether the non-representation of 
a particular community was a mistake or not. I fully appreciate the 
importance of what my friends have urged with regard to the areas and 
the communities referred to in the motion for the cut, but I would once 
more suggest that they would be well advised not to press them to a divi- 
sion on the present occasion. 

BaiO Bahadur B. L. Patil : Sir, my reply is this. There a])peai's to 
some misunderstanding on the part of the Honourable the Leader of tli^" 
House. My motion did not ask for representation of any particular c(^' 
munity, and I must say that the non-Brahmin community is a community 
which represents the masses of India and who form about 95 per cent, of 
the population.. 

Then I should like to point out that it would be false economy on the 
part of Government to restrict representation now as they have once done 
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in the past. I fully endorse \vliat my friend Mr. Jog said, namely that it 
is not yet too late for the Government of India to review the representa- 
tion of the various interests and communities, because we see from the 
Demands for supplementary grants that the full Round Table Conference 
will meet in the last week of October. Therefore, T would point out that 
the Government will be justified in spending the tax-payers^ money if they 
only give full representation to tlie various interests. 1 ask the Honourable 
the Leader of the House to tell me whether he would be justified, when there 
is a popular demand on the part of the people that they should be heard 
on the momentous occasion in London, in telling us that he is not able to 
give representation. At whose cost is the Round Table Conference 
meeting t It is a straight question which I am putting to the Honourable 
the Leader of the House. If it is at the cost of the ratepayeiis and tax- 
payers of the country, then I say it is the right of the people of India to 
demand that they should be heard on this momentous occasion. 

Mr. Deputy President : The question is : 

** Tlint the demiHid for a supplementary grant of a sum not exce'^diug Bs. 8,57,000 
in respect of * Miscellaneous ’ be reduced by Rs. 50.’^ 

The motion was negatived. 

Deputy president : The question is : 

“ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 3,57,000 be granted to the Ciovernor 
General in CoimcU to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during the 
year ending the 31 st day of March, 1932, in respect of * Miscellaneous 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Deputy President : 1 understand that the Government would like 
to have an adjournment of the House till the time when the Finance Bill 
is presented, I 'would like to know from Honourable Members whether they 
have any objection, (ffcveral Honourable Members : “ We have no objec- 
tion.^’) 

The Assembly then adjourned till Five of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled at Five of the Clock. Mr. President iu 
the Chair. 


STATEMENT ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : I rise to 
make a statement on tlie financial position and on our plans for dealing 
with it, in somewhat unusual and difficult circumstances. On the one 
hand it is necessary that we should not delay in restoring equilibrium 
between revenue and expenditure. On the other hand the foundations 
on which we have to base our estimates are at the moment fluctuating 
owing to the changes which have come upon our currency position in the 
Week which has just passed. But the very nature of that change makes 
it all the more necessary that our internal financial position should be 
sound — ^for once a country’s currency is cut adrift from the moorings of 
9- stable standard such as Gold, it is particularly necessary to avoid 
ptting into any sort of inflationary position resulting from a failure to 
balance current expenditure with current revenue. If we can convince the 
World that our internal budgetary and ifionetary position is sound, thjen 
L256LAD B 
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with our favourable balance of trade we shall be able to preserve cou. 
fidenee in our currency and save the country from those disasters which 
some Honourable Members who spoke on Saturday professed to apprc. 
hend. Therefore we must take immediate steps to ensure clear and solid 
foundations for our internal position. 

But the very fact that the steps must be immediate, creates its own 
difficulties. In the first place, we have to present to the Legislature an 
emergency plan with very short notice. I can assure the House that we do 
this with the greatest possible reluctance. We recognise that Honourable 
Members may be put to very great inconvenience by any sudden 
change in plans, but I am sure that they on their side will recognise that 
we must put the public interests first, and that if the public interests make 
it imperative to take a certain course of action. Government ought not 
to hcsilnte to ask the members of the Legislature to make any sacrifice 
involved. Nevertheless, when I have said this, I must also add that, so far 
as it is consistent with what we consider to be our duty as a Government, 
we will do our utmost to meet the convenience* o-f Honourable Members. 
And in this respect I should like to say at the outset of my speech that we 
have taken account of the last portion of the motion of my Honourable 
friend the Deputy President which was passed by a large majority in this 
House on Saturday, and that we are prepared to act on the suggestion 
which emanated from the non-official benches in the course of the debate 
on that motion. 

Wc have to get through business which we consider to be in the 
national interest but our desire is to put it through in such a way as 
best suits the convenience of this House. We very much appreciate the 
tone and spirit in which Saturday's debate was conducted, and we believe 
that we can detect in the attitude of the whole House a desire to take a full 
share of responsibility in the present emergency. That here will be 
ciiticism of some of our proposals I cannot doubt, but I believe that it 
will be fair criticism — and fair and honest criticism we shall always 
welcome. 

Then I come to the second of the difficulties to which I have referred 
resulting from the necessity for immediate action. It is quite clear that 
in present circumstances it is impossible to prepare accurate estimates 
of what our revenue is likely to be in the next 18 months. The course of 
the exchange value of sterling and of the rupee is uncertain, while no 
one can yet foretell what the reactions in the world of England going 
off the Gold Standard will be. I am sure that I shall be told in debate 
that in these circumstances it is not fair to come before the country 
with a programme of taxation ; or that my estimates are unreliable and 
that I cannot justify the taxes which I am proposing. But I have ex- 
plained the reasons why we cannot wait, and I would most earnestly 
appeal to this House, and through them to the country, to respect those 
reasons. It has seemed to us that the only sound course is to take our 
estimates as we had been able to foresee them before the events, of last 
week and to put before the House a plan which would produce equilibrium 
on the basis of those estimates. 

Then there is another difficulty, resulting from immediate action^ ^ 
that we have not yet had time fuUy to consider the reports of the various 
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Retrenchment Committees and to work out plans based on them. Honour- 
able Members are aware of the circumstances in which these reports have 
been received. They were formally submitted on Saturday, 19th Septem- 
ber. A sub-committee of Council commenced their consideration the very 
next day— Sunday. Then on Monday we found ourselves landed in the 
crisis which has been so much before the House in the past week, and 
further consideration of the reports has therefore been retarded. I sha ll 
have to deal with these reports in a later portion of my speech, but I 
should like to make clear at the outset that we shall approach all these 
proposals with the firm intention of giving effect to them to the utmost! 
extent jiossible. I should also like at this early stage to express my great 
appreciation of the work which has been done by all the Honourable 
Members who have served on these* committees. They have been working 
like slaves, or, as one Honourable Member put it to me at the last meeting 
of the main committee, “ like devils ”, and I can assure the House that 
their labours are appreciated. I have every confidence that as a result 
of a general scaling down of expenditure which the recommendations of 
these committees, if carried out, will effect, the finances of the Government 
of India will be established on a more secure basis than 1ms existed since 
before the war, and that by these efforts a position will have been produced 
which v/ill not only make it possible to establish a new Federal Government 
on a sound foundation, but will leave a margin available for the develop- 
ment of those nation-building services for which the Provincial Governments 
will mainly be responsible. That, however, is looking to the future, and 
before we emerge from the dark and tangled jungle of our present difficul- 
ties into the clear air and sunlight to which I have east my imagination 
forward, we have to accomplish a period of hard and self-sacrificing 
labour. I will not say unpleasant labour, for, although many of the 
immediate effects are unpleasant, I will not describe the task as a whole 
as unpleasant, for it is one which is essentially constructive in its nature^ 
and merely involves self-restraint and determination for the sake of that 
India which we are serving, and in the hope of better times to come. Let 
us now address ourselves to the immediate task. 

Revenue Prospects. 

Tax Revenue . — The returns of the first five months indicate that we 
shall fall short of our Budget estimates for customs by at least Es. 10 
crores, the heaviest reductions being under cotton piece-goods, sugar, silver, 
spirits and liquor, excise on motor-spirit, iron and steel and in the jute 
export duty. As regards income-tax, we expect a deficit of H cror^ ; 
while on salt we expect a reduction of about 8 lakhs. This brings the 
total deficit on tax revenue to 11 crores 33 lakhs. 

Commmercial undertakings . — ^As regards the Railways, traffic re- 
turns to date show a very disquieting position. Without attempting to 
give an exact estimate now, we must clearly accept the fact that it will be 
impossible for the Railways, in spite of all their retrenchment measures, 
to make any general contribution to the budget until the present econo- 
mic depression completely passes. At present it looks for the current year 
at least as if they will not oidy have to use the whole of the remaining 
balance of their reserves, now standing at Rs. 525 lakhs, but also to draw 
further on their depreciation fund to the extent of about Rs. 160 lakhs 
in order to meet the interest due on Government advances- It is highly 
miportant, if possible, to reduce freights on agricultural products at the 

■3 
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present time, and, if it could be done, it would cei‘tainl.v be in the public 
interest to find a method for easing the Railway position through the pre. 
sent period of extreme depression. Whether it will be possible to relieve 
the Railways in any way so as to enable them to reduce charges remains 
to be seen ; but, when our taxation proposals are considered, this aspect of 
the position should be. kept in mind. For the present I can only 
that we shall not get any Railway co'ntribution this year, and for this 
reason Rs, 5.36 crores drops out of our budget. 

Under Posts and Telegraphs a fall of 18 lakhs is anticipated in reve- 
nue, after taking into account additional receipts from enhanced parcel 
rates and revised scale of fees for insurance of postal articles introduced 
with effect from the 15th June and 15th August 1931 respectively. A 
raving of 6 lakhs is expected under Working expenses, leaving a net de- 
terioration of 12 lakhs. Honourable Members will recollect that we 
estimated for a Budget deficit of 147 lakhs, so that the position here is 
extremely unsatisfactory. If the recommendations of the committee pre- 
sided over by my Honourable friend, Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, for investi- 
gating the possibility of adjusting the accounts of the Posts and Tele- 
graphs were accepted, the budget deficit of 147 lakhs would be reduced 
to 92, but that of course represents merely an adjustment in the Govern- 
ment accounts and no improvement as regards the financial position of 
the Government as a whole. I shall revert to this matter again. 

Finance headings , — Owing to the cancellation of treasury bills in 
the Currency Reserve and the utilisation of sterling securities in the 
Reserves for meeting the I’equirements of the Secretary of State, the 
receipts under Currency and Interest show a falling off of 34 lakhs. 

The emergence of a revenue deficit in our Budget, and in the Bud- 
gets of the Provincial Governments, and the replacement of treasury 
bills in the Curency Reserve by treasury bills in the hands of the public 
as a result of cancelling redundant currency, have not only increased the 
amount of our borrowings by treasury bills, but also have been the cause 
of higher discount rates. The charges for discount on treasury bills have 
therefore increased by 221 lakhs. A reduction of 12 lakhs is anticipated 
under Interest on ordinary debt in India on account of operations of the 
Depreciation Funds. The saying of 56 lakhs (representing one h.u!f year’s 
interest on the outstanding amount of the War Loan liability) realised 
from the acceptance of His Majesty’s Government’s proposal on the prin- 
ciple of Iloover plan has been pertly counterbalanced by the increase 
of 40 lakhs on interest on the sterling loan of £10 millions raised early 
in the year. 

Owing to the deterioration in tl>e position of Provincial Goyernmente 
and the Railways, the charge under the heading Interest on oiher obli- 
gations on account of interest on their balances will be reduced hj 
TO lakhs. 

There will be an automatic increase in the provision for Reduction 
or Avoidance of Debt of 12 lakhs on account of the amount of treasury 
bills outstanding with the public on the 31st March, 1931, being 10 crores 
more than was assumed in the budget. 

The net result of all these factors is that under the Finance headings 
our position will be adversely affected to the extent of 2.29 erores. 
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Under Extraordinary receipts we have to provide for a reduction of 
28 laUhs, as under the Hoover plan we shall have to forego 9 months^ 
Reparations receipts. As already noted, however we have, against this, 
n saving on the interest on our own War Debt of 56 lakhs. 

Civil Expenditure . — ^As regards Civil expenditure we have unfortu- 
nately some items which have not been provided for. These include ex- 
ceptional items such as the loss owing to the heavy return of nickel coin 
from circulation due chiefly to the prevailing depression. This accounts 
for no less than 43 lakhs which according to our practice has to be de- 
bited to the budget. Then again there is a good deal of expenditure iu 
connection with the Round-Table Conference and the various commis- 
sions o£ onijniry in the North West Frontier Province and elsewhere 
wliicli have had to be set up in order to carry out recommendations of 
the last Round-Table Conference. As against these items we shall have 
some savings in the current year owing to reductions which have been 
made (apart from the special retrenchment proposals, to which I 
shall refer later) ; but these will probably not be sufficient to offset the 
items of deterioration which I have mentioned. On all thesei heads we 
feel it necessary to anticipate a deterioration of about 23 lakhs. 

To sum up, the total deterioration in our income and expenditure 
is : 

11.33 crores in tax revenue, 

5.48 crores on commercial departments, 

2.29 crores on general Finance headings, 

.23 crore under Extraordinary receipts, 

.23 crore under other heads including Civil expenditure. 

As the budget provided for a small surplus of 1 lakh, on the basis of the 
present estimates, there will be a net deficit of 19.55 crores. 

Prospects for 1932-33 . — As far as we can see at present, there seems 
to be no justification foi expecting any large improvement in the budget- 
aiy position next year. In fact, income-tax revenue may be considerably 
Jess than in the current year. On the other hand, there will be a saving of 
48 lakhs in the interest payments on the outstanding amount of our War 
Loan liability. 

I have already dealt with the factors of uncertainty which affect any 
estimate that wo can give at prciscnt. But we consider that the only safe 
line to take now is to estimate that conditions will not substantially 
improve at least beforfe the end of the next financial year, and that wei 
must reckon again on a deficit of 19J crores for 1932-33. 

Putting the deficit for the current year and next year together, we 
have a gap to fill of 39.05 crores. If we are, straight away, to establish a 
really sound position, we need to devise a plan which will provide us 
during the remainder of the combined two-year period, either with re- 
ductions in expenditure or with increased revenue to fill this gap.^ That is, 
indeed a task of extreme difiBeulty. We have a two years deficit to deal 
^ith, but we have only 18 months left during which new measures can 
^perate. Nor is evqn this period fully aiyailable, for although hew taxa- 
tioh chh be made effective from the beginning, there must be some con- 
^defable deday before the full results of oiir retrenchment plkns can 
®ict. 
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Three lines of action. 

This is the position, and the line of action which we have to take to 
deal with it may be divided into three distinct lines. 

First, reductions in expenditure due to more economical organisation 
of Government departments and restriction of activities. 

Secondly, an emergency cut in salaries. 

Thirdly, fresh taxation. 

Reduction in Expenditure . — will deal first with reductions in ex- 

G nditure, and I put this first because Honourable Members know that I 
ve throughout attached primary importance to this line of action. I 
may say that after the last Budget discussions I registered to myself a 
Besolution that I would not come before this House and ask them to vote 
any fresih taxes until I could feel myself to be in a position to satisfy them 
that we, on the Government side, were going to give effect to the maximum 
possible measures of retrenchment. In these circumstances I am sure all 
honourable members will appreciate that if I put forward the whole of 
our present programme at a time when the Government has not yet com- 
pletely worked out its retrenchmicoit plans, so that all the details cannot 
be displayed before the House, I do so only under the compelling hand of 
necessity. But I would ask them also to appreciate that it is only the 
details which are lacking, and that we are determined, as I have already 
said, to approach all these proposals with the firm intention of giving 
effect to them to the utmost extent possible. Variations in subsidiary 
matters there must be, and where essential public interests are concerned 
Government must have time to weigh fully the considerations at stake, 
but our aim and intention is to adhere as closely as possible to the recom- 
mendations of the committees. I hope that before the discussions of our 
present proposals are finished and before the House is asked to record 
any final vote as regards new taxation, we ^all be able to put before 
them a more definite and detailed plan. I feel that Honourable Members 
iare entitled to ask for this, and that we have no justification in putting 
plans for taxation before them except under the most i^lemn pledge of 
effecting the maximum reduction of expenditure. I feel no hesitation in 
taking this line because it is the right line in the public interest. Any 
improvement that we can effect by way of reduction of expenditure is a 
certain improvement ; but any improvement that we seek to make by in- 
creasing taxation depends entirely on our estimates being realised, and, 
in the present conditions, with reduced purchasing power, and when the 
effects of the reduced gold value of the rupee on imports are still un- 
known, estimates, particularly of customs revenue, are, to say the least, 
highly uncertain. Having said this I will turn to a statement of what we 
expect to achieve by way of retrenchment, and I will be as definite as 
possible. 

As regards Civil expenditure, apart from commercial departments, an 
Enormously preponderating portion falls within the scope of the G^eral 
Purposes Sub-Committee. ^ The General Purposes Sub-Committee took up 
first a selected set of subjects which prima facie offered the most likely 
scope .for retre-nchment. The measures recommended by the Sub-Corn- 
mittee^y this., portion of, the. field would produce savings estimated at 
about lakhs. For my prweht purposes I am taking as the estimatcQ 
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aving, this figure, reduced by a margin of 20 lakhs, representing what 
estimate may be the charge for compensation and recurrent pensions 
payable in respect of officials whose poets are abolished. Thus we reckon 
to get a net saving of about a crore on this part of the field. We have also 
to take into account the grants for those departments (largely the main 
administrative and revenue-collecting departments) which have not yet 
be€n examined by the General Purposes Sub-Committee. Over this part 
of the field the scope for retrenchment is more restricted. In respect of 
we estimate that we shall be able to effect a net saving of about 90 lakhs, 
including an automatic drop of about 23^ lakhs in the expenditure on 
Census operations, but taking into account something for compensations, 
etc. This is only an estimate, and in making it we have anticipated that 
the sub-committee will be guided by the same principles that they have 
applied in dealing with other departments. While it is necessary for me 
to put in some estimated figure for my present purpose, we rely on the help 
and recommendations of the General Purposes Sub-Committee in regard to 
these departments just as much as we have relied on them for those which 
have already been examined. If they can find economies of greater ex- 
tent than we have estimated, so much the better. If their final recom- 
mendations fall short of our figure, then we shall have that much to make 
up in some way or other. The difference can hardly be of such magnitude 
as to effect our general plan, and when I have completed my presentation 
of the general pJan it will I think be clear that there is sufficient margin 
available. 

Eecommendations of the other Retrenchment Sub-Committees (other 
than those for Railways and the Army) indicate measures for improving 
the Civil position for 1932-33, as compared with the budget for the 
present year, by a gross sum of about 97 lakhs. Taking into account com- 
])eiisations, etc., we propose to count on a net improvement of 60 lakhs 
under these grants. 

Out of the retrenchment measures to which I have referred we expect 
to realise savings of about 30 lakhs in the current year. 

Military Expenditure , — ^Now I come to the Army — and before I get 
to details I must make some general remarks. I have in the past incurred 
some criticism in this House for venturing to express my appreciation of 
de helpful way in which I had been met by His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief and ms principal staff officers. I am as little anxious as any Mem- 
ber of a Government could be to expose gratuitous targets for attack, but I 
should fail in my duty and I might even say in all sense of decency, if I 
did not take this occasion to express publicly what I feel about the way in 
which the Army authorities have helped in the past months. I am sure 
the members of the Army Retrenchment Sub-Committee w^ho are present 
here to-day will not quarrel with me when I say that they have been 
iniprossed with both the efficiency and helpfulness of the Chief Staff officers 
whom^ they have seen. To unofficial Members of this House the Army 
has hitherto been a closed book. It has been fully opened now at least to 
the members who have been on the Retrenchment Committee. I think 
that they have been impressed by what they have read in it, and that 
discussions on the Army will hereafter be conducted in a clearer atmo- 
sphere and with better understanding on both sides. 

The military authorities have been working throughout in very clpsa 
oiich with their Retrenchment Sub-Committee, and have been examining 

possible methods of economy. The great majority of the measures 
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proj^bsdd by the Committee have been accepted in principle ; indeed many 
of thfeni had already been iiiitiated by the military authorities. We have 
given His Excellency the Gomman4er-in-Ghie£ a free hand as to the 
methods by which retrenchment should be effected with the minimum 
loss of efficiency. The Army Retrenchment Committee has not yet ex- 
plored all parts of the field and estimates have had to be included for 
the savings here. There is therefore possibly some room for further im- 
provement while some of the measures recommended may lead to greater 
reductions in future years. For the present the Army authorities guarantee 
for next year a net reduction of crores. These rediictioiH, therefore, for 
which we liope, will produce a net defence budget for 1932-33 of Rs. 47.40 
crones, as compared with Rs. 51.90 in the current year, and with the 
stahUised budget figure, of Rs. 55 crores two years ago. 

In mentioning this figure, I must make it clear that : 

(n) It includes a reduction of Rs. 1.75 crores of non-recurriug ex- 
Tienditure on the special programme of re equipment which, 
though very necessary and important from the point of view 
of efficiency, His Excellency the Commancler-in-Chief lias, in 
^iew of the present financial crisis, agreed to postpone. 

(6) It does not include any allowance for cuts in officers' pay. I 
shall deal with the possibilities from this separately. 

(c) It does not include any savings which may accrue from reduc- 
tion of troops, except that of a small reduction on the 
Frontier. 

In accordance with resolutions of the Round Table Gonference, 
the question of the future strength of the Army in India is 
under examination by the Committee of Imperial Defence. 
What this really amounts to is that in 2 years without impairing the 
strength of the fighting forces without taking into account the possibilities 
of a temporary cut in officers' pay, Army expenditure will have been 
reduced from 55 crores to 47.40 crores. This, Sir, is I submit no mean 
achievement ; it has been done quietly, and without the impo.sition or dis- 
play of Royal Commissions. It has been achieved by hard patient work 
and co-operation between the Army Department, the Finance Department 
and the chosen representatives of this Assembly. That, T submit, is the 
right way to work out economies, and brings credit on all concerned. 

Emerf/evey cuts in pay . — I now come to the difficult question of an 
emergency cut in pay. Let me state at the outset the genci*al conclusions 
reached by tlie Government as part of the plan which I am now present- 
ing. 

These are : 

First, that any cut applied must be general and on a fair basis. 

Secondly, that it should be of a temporary nature not extended 
beyond the need of the present exceptional emergency.^ Its 
ju.stification is in the need for a common sacrifice in a national 
emergency. Although it may be said that the subordinate rniiks 
have gained from the low level of prices, there is as yet no proof 
of a substantial fall in the cost of living of many classes of 
Government servants. 

Thirdly, that it should not in any way affect pension or provident 
fund rights. 
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We have given a great deal of thought to the way in which a cut should 
j ,<5 appHed, and after the most searching consideration o£ all sorts of 
graduated scales we have come to the following conclusions. 

We think, first, that a simple plan is best, and that although it may be 
necessary to exempt pay below a certain low limit at the bottom, a uniform 
scale is really the fairest and best in the public interest. 

We consider that the rate should not exceed 10 per cent, in any 
individual case, and that, as I shall explain later, this should include the 
enhancement of income-tax now proposed. For the general Government 
services v^e think that the limit of exemption should ordinarily be about 
Ks. 40 — perhaps a bit higher, perhaps a bit lower. I ougJit, however, to 
mention that special considerations may have to be applied to a great com- 
mercial undertaking like the Railways, but the maximum will not be 
exceeded in any case. 

I may, however, here interpose that I am pleased to be able to say 
that His Excellency the Viceroy has decided that he will impose upon 
himself a cut of 20 per cent. (Api)lause) and that for ourselves, the mem- 
bers of his Council, we will surrender 15 per cent, of our pay. (Applause.) 

The action to be taken by Provincial Governments in regard to 
officers within their rule-making powers will be for their own decision, 
but we have little doubt that tibey will recognise the desirability of 
attaining tliroughout India as large a measure of uniformity as x> 08 sible. 
In this connection I may mention that uniformity is particularly desirable 
in the police service, and since Local Governments are far more concerned 
in this matter than the Central Government, we shall not reach final 
conclusions in this case until after further consultation with them. 

I must also refer to the fact that it does not lie within the power of 
the Government of India to take decisions as regards all tlu^ officers within 
its service. Certain officers have been guaranteed their rights under the 
Government of India Act and these cannot be altered without legislation 
in the British Parliament. As regards other officers, their position is 
governed by Fundamental Rule 23, and can only be altered under rules 
made by the proper authorities. For the great bulk of officer.;, the rule- 
making powiF now lies with the Government of India and Local Govern- 
ments, subject to the sanction of the Secretary of State in Council. There 
are certain officers, however, in regard to whom the Secretary of State in 
Council has himself to make the rules. The position is, that we have 
received the assurance of the Secretary of State that he will sanction the 
rules which we, or Provincial Governments, may make in those cases where 
we or they have the power. Further, in regard to officers protected by 
the Government of India Act, or in regard to whom the Secretary of 
State has himself to make rules, I am authorised to say that His Majesty's 
Government are satisfied that a financial necessity exists amounting to a 
national emergency, which requires that a reduction should be made in 
pay, and that His Majesty's Government have undertaken to introduce 
legislation in Parliament at the first practicable opportunity. The legis- 
lation would be of an emergency character, and would authorise the Sec- 
retary of State in Council to reduce the salaries of officers protected under 
the Government of India Act for a limited period and subject to a maxi- 
mum of 10 per cent, which would be inclusive of the enhancement of in- 
(ioi4e-tax contained in jay present finaiicial proposals and subject to a disr 
cretioriaiy power for the Secretary of State in Council to make exceptions 
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in cases of hardship. It would apply to the special class of protected offi- 
cers serving under Local Governments as well as under the Government of 
India Act. Officers not specifically protected by the Government of India 
Act, but in regard to whom the Secretary of State has himself to make 
rules, would be treated on the same lines as the protected officers. 

This is a general description of our plan, and we shall explain our 
proposals in greater detail at a later stage in the discussions on the 
PMnance Bill — ^particularly as regards the exemptions which may be made 
in the lowest grades. 

We think that it should be practicable to impose the cuts from Decem- 
ber 1st next. It must be clearly explained that there is no intention that 
they should remain operative beyond March 31, 1933. They will not be 
continued beyond that date without furtW examination of economic con- 
ditions ; and if economic conditions so required or permitted, t7e should 
re-consider them before that date. 

And that brings me to a point of essential importance in this matter. 
A cut of this nature must be regarded as a very exceptional measure which 
can only be justified in very exceptional circumstances. It is nothing less 
than a direct variation of the conditions under which an officer enters the 
Government service, and it must be remembered that the security of these 
conditions represents an essential attraction of service under a government. 
It would be fatal to the public interest if that fc^ciise of security were des- 
troyed, Therefore no variation can be justified except in a real national 
emergency and when it is quite clear that all other measures have been fully 
tried. Even so it is necessary to examine the case still further. We must 
test the emergency by an examination of the causes which have created it. 
In the present case it was clear that the emergency had arisen from an un- 
precedented fall in prices of those commodities which India produces and 
on which the revenue of the country depends. The value of commodities 
had fallen loo low in terms of money, the value of money had gone up too 
high. Rut in the last days a change has been made in the basis on which 
the value of our money, or our unit of currency, depeinls. The results of 
this, or of any general economic recovery producing an improvement in the 
revenue position, may make it necessary to reconsider the justification and 
necessity for this cut. It is of course clear that a general decline in the 
gold value cf the rupee would affect all servants of Government alike, while 
I might further mention incidentally that if, on the other hand, the rupee 
had been detached from sterling and the value of the rupee had either ap- 
precicated or declined in relation to sterling, thei’e would have been some 
difference in the case of certain classes of officers of which Government 
would liavc had to take account. 

However that may be, or might have been, what 1 have to say now is 
that in the conditions on which we have to base our present estimates, we 
and His Majesty Government considier an emergency cut on the lines 
already indicated to be absolutely essential. 

As regards the financial effect of cuts on the scale which we propose, 
I have estimated the position roughly as follows for the purpose of my 
present financial plan. 

Cfin7.— We put the total saving for 1932-S3 at 115 lakhs, and for the 
four months from December 1st of the current year at 35 lekhs. This 
indHdes savings on the personnel of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
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Bailways . — The saving on Hallways will be very substantial. I refram 
from giving an exact figure pending the final settlement of a plan, tn 
guy case it will not directly affect my present proposals, for we consider 
that any saving effected by a cut in pay on the Hallways must be utilised ' 
to improve their own internal position, and that it cannot be translated 
into any improvement of general revenues. As I have already stated, a 
cut in fact will only be justifiable during the continuance of the present 
emergency, and during such period we oannot in any case rely on receiving 
any general contribution from the Hallways. It is in our opinion essen- 
tisl that if they have any margin it should be made available for reduction 
in freights on agricultural products. 

Army . — ^As regards Army officers, the same cut would apply to them 
as to Gi^ officers of the Government. We estimate a saving of 75 lakhs 
in 1932-33 and 25 lakhs for the four months of the current year from 
December Ist. I may note that if this saving is effected it will reduce the 
expenditure of the Army next year to 46.65 crores. 

Abolition of Salt Credit System , — I have now dealt with the first two 
lines of action, first. General Retrenchment, secondly, cuts in pay ; and 
before I come to the third — ^which is new taxation — I have to mention 
another measure which is in the nature of an expedient to improve our 
revenue position over the next 18 months. 

We have been studying since the end of the last Budget session the 
possibility of effecting an immediate increase in our salt revenue by reduc- 
ing or abolishing the credit system. After careful examination of the 
question in consultation with the officers of the Salt Department, we came 
to the conclusion that, subject to giving fair notice to trade, we might 
justifiably terminate credits altogether. We have accordingly notified the 
gradual termination of the system by limiting credits to 3 mouths as from 
the 1st, October 1931, and discontinuing the grant of new credits altogether 
from the 1st March 1932. This means that we shall actually collect in 
the current year and again in next year 15 instead of 12 mouths' revenue 
on all salt issued under the credit system. I expect our revenue will be 
increased by one crore each year on this account. This of coui'se involves 
no real increase either in taxation or revenue. It only means that we shall, 
during the next 18 months collect 24 months’ revenue on credit salt. After 
that we shall be entirely on a cash basis. 

Taxation . — I must now turn to the third measure — ^new taxation.. 
Here our plan is very simple, and though unpleasant, I hope that Honour- 
able Members will on the vrhole recognise it as fair. 

General Surcharge . — The main plank of our proposals is to put a 
temporary surcharge on all existing taxes, with the exception of customs 
export duties, for these could not without detriment to our export trade be 
included. With this exception, the surcharge will apply to all customs and 
excise duties Occluding salt) and to the income-tax and supertax. The 
surcharge which we propose is 25 per cent, on the existing rates in each 
case. 


. The principle is uniform, but as regards the income-tax there is an ad- 
JQJUistrative difficulty inasmuch as the tax, although only imposed as from . 
October Ist, has to be collected, oh a 12 months’ basis. It ^vould lead to 
^cat hardship in case of salaries or other income taxed at the source if we . 
to supplepieh^ ^edhetipns already made by a retrospective increase 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [29tH SEPTEMBER 1931, 

fSir George Schuster.] 

at the full rate of 25 per cent. Therefore we propose that the surcharge for 
the current year should he 12^ per cent, on income-tax, but it will be 
^jollecced at this rate on the whole year’s income, 

Ne'w Taxes . — Apart from these general surcharges, we are forced to 
incltide certain new taxes. As regarfs income-tax, we consider that iu 
thife emergency there is justification for reducing the exemption limit and 
imbbsing a small tax of 4 pies in the rupee on incomes between Rs. 1,000 
and Rs. 2,000 per annum. For the same reasons as I have explained already 
in connection with the surcharge on the existing income-tax, the rate will 
be imposed at 2 pies for the current year and 4 pies for next year. 

‘ The remaining special increases or new taxes which we propOse«are in 
regard to import duties. I will deal first with the increases in existine 
duties. 

Wo propose to increase the import duty on artificial silk piecegooda 
frOih 20 to 40 per cent, and on artificial silk yarn from 10 i^cr cent, to 15 
per cent. We also propose to increase the duty on brown sugar from 
Rs.’ 6-12-0 to Rs. 7-4-0 per evrt.. This follows the Tariff Board’s rccom- 
mehdation. As: regards boots and shoes, we propose that there should be 
imposed as ati alternative to the 20 per cent, duty a minimum of 4 annas 
per pair. . The duty will thus be 20 per cent, or 4 annas a pair whichever 
is the higher. We also propose to increase the duty on camplior and on 
-electric bulbs from 20 to 40 per cent. As regards all these articles the 
suixjharge will be levied on the increased duty. 

Then there are three items formerly on the free list on which wc think 
it justifiable to impose a small duty on revenue grounds. The result of the 
surcharges imposed in last Budget and proposed now is that the level of the 
general revenue tariff has been increased from 15 to 25 per cent. There is, 
therefore, some justification for adding a 10 per cent, duty to articles hither- 
to free. 

We propose to put duties of 10 per cent, on machinery and dyes, 
and of i anna ])er lb. on raw' cotton, I must expect criticism of these 
•duties especially from the cotton mills, and I must acknowledge that their 
imposition may appear to be in some ways inconsistent with previous policy. 
The justification must be the need for revenue, while as regards the cotton 
mills we may claim that on balance their position will be improved by our 
surcharge proposals, for under these the import duties on cotton pieeegoods 
will be increased by one quarter. This more than offsets the burden of 
i anna per lb. on goods made from imported cotton, and affords an 
effective answer to possible criticisms on the grounds to which I have 
referred. 

I have one more word to say as regards the income-tax proposals. 
In considering the cut to be applied to the salaries of Government officials 
we considered what total reduction of their emoluments could fairly be 
imposed. If the general rate of reduction is to be 10 per cent., that repre- 
sents what we think fair, and if further increases of income-tax were 
to be added, that would go beyond the reasonable limit. We therefore 
prb^bse that increases of incoine-tax, both by way of surcharge on existing 
qr by way of imposition of a tax for the first time on salaries from 

l,6o6 to *Rs. 2,000 shoi^ld be merged' in an^f general cut which we 
are' imposing or which the Provihcial Goverhiiiehts ttiay impose. 
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Postal rates . — Apart from measures of taxation we propose some 
enhancement of the inland postal rates, namely to increase the existing 
rates in respect of letters and postcards by one-half. That is, the rates for 
inland postal letters will be li anniis instead of 1 anna (Laughter) and 
for postcards 9 pies instead of 6 pies. This enhancement should produce 
73 lakhs in a full year and should go a long way to cover the defidt of 
92 lakhs in the working results of the department which would, as I stated 
brfore, be left even if the recommendations of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Accounts Enquiry Committee are accepted. 

Summary of the plans. 

I may now summarise the effects of all these plans : 


For the current year we shall improve the position as follows : 

(Figures in lakhs of rupees.) 


Special retrenchment programme 

30 


Cuts ill paj— Civil 

35 


Military 

25 


Total cuts and retrenchment 

• . 

90 

Anticipation of salt revenue 

• . 

100 

Extra taxation — 

Custoips — New or increased duties . . 

154 


Surcharges on existing taxes 

331 


SaH. — Surcharge 

21 


Income-tax nett 

205 


Total new taxation 

, , 

711 

Increased Post and Telegraph charges 

. . 

37 

The total improvement is thus 

. . 

938 

Against an estimated deficit of 

. . 

19,55 

We should thus close the year with a 

deficit of . . 

. . 

10,17 

On the other hand, in 1932-33 we should have the following improve- 

ments : 

Betreuchment measures — Civil 

250 


Military 

450 


Cuts in pay — Civil 

115 


Military 

75 


Total cuts and retrenchment 

. . 

890 

Anticipation of salt revenue 

. . 

100 

Extra taxation— 

Customs— New or increased duties . . 

310 


Surcharges on existing taxes 

662 


Salt — surcharge 

85 

14,10 

Income-tax — nett 

353 

Increased Post and Telegraph charges . . 

• • 

73 

The total improvement is thus 

• • 

24,73 

Against an estimated deficit of 

. . . 

.19,50 

We should thus close the year with a 

surplus of 

• • 
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We should thus close the current year with a deficit of 10,17 and the next 
year with a surplus of 5,23. 

That is to say, the combined result of the two years >vill be a deficit 
of 4,94. 

We consider that we are justified in regarding this deficit as covered 
by making during this period of exceptional stress a reduction of about 
247 in each year from the provision for Reduction or Avoidance of 
Debt. Even after making this deduction, this provision will amount to 
4,43 in tlie current year and about *4,68 in 1932-33. When it is remembered 
that the portion of our debt which is not covered by productive assets op 
cash balances is no more than 194 crores this may fairly be claimed as 
ah adequate Sinking Fund allocation during a period of exceptional 
depression. 

But 1 may put the position in another way which throws up in a still 
more favourable light what we are proposing. I have explained that on 
present estimates the combined deficit for the two years is just over 39.05 
eroj'es. We may fairly say that half the current year's deficit has already 
been incurred — say about 9.80 crores. If we look at our task as one of 
having to make a new budget for 18 months,, starting with October 1st, 
we should have to find means for filling a gap of 29.25 crores. We are 
actually providing for finding improvements of 34.11 crores over the next 
18 months. Therefore we are not only providing a balance for that period, 
but we should have a surplus of 4.86 crores towards making up the deficit 
of 9.80 ci’oros on the first half of the current year. 

If these forecasts are fulfilled, then even if there is no improvement 
in the economic position, the Finance Member, when he presents the 
Budget for 1933-S^, will find himself in possession of a surplus of 5.23 
crores and he will be able to make a substantial easing of the burdens. 

It is perhaps forecasting events too much to say in what order these 
reductions should be made. But there are certain principles which we 
consider must be observed. Relief must come first in restoring the 
emergency cuts in pay and secondly in taking off the surcharge on the 
income-tax now to be imposed. I think we may predict with as much 
certainty as is possible for any such forecasts that these special impositions 
will not in any case be extended beyond March 31, 1933. 

This is the picture, but I must add a few words before I leave it. 
Much will be said about the increase in the burdens of taxation. But I 
want the public to appreciate that we are not so much increasing the total 
amounts of taxes levied as providing by increasing the rates for collecting 
the same amount of revenue. 


Our difficulties have not in any way been caused by an increase m 
expenditure. Quite the contrary. We have in fact to face three things— 
a drop in the yield of the current taxes, a drop in the revenues from co“^‘ 
ntercial departments, and a deterioration under the Finance headings. 
The first we meet mainly by increasing the rates of the taxes ; and tne 
last two by retrenchments. I want Honourable Members to give 
attention to a table which I will circulate with copies of my speech in wm® 

I analyse expenditure and^ revenue and show in parallel columns ta 
revenue and net administrative expenditure. By the latter I mean the nei 
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expenditure on the Army and all other heads charged to reyenue with the 
exception of the debt services. They will find here the true record of our 
achievements and proposals. This figure of net administrative expenditure 
will, according to our plans, have proceeded as follows : 

(Figures in crores of rupees.) 

1930- 31 .. .. .. 70.67 

1931- 32 . . . . . . 74 66 

1932- 33 .. .. .. V).9r) 

If this can leally be achieved, then we shall be able to congratulate our- 
selves on having put matters on a really sound basis. 

Conclusion. 

Then I want to add something as to the reasons for the present 
measures. I referred at the outset of my speech to the dangers, now that 
we are divorced from a gold statndard, of any inflationary action for the 
purposes of meeting the current expenditure of the Governmeut. If once 
that process starts, it may be impossible to save the country from a com- 
plete collapse of its currency. That has been the experience of all countries 
whose currencies collapsed after the War. They all went through the 
same process. Budgetary deficits, met first by borrowing ; then a reluc- 
tance of the public to subscribe to government loans or treasury bills j 
then recourse to the note-printing press and inflation to provide funds to 
meet current public expenditure ; then collapse in confidence in the cur- 
rency, notes printed faster and faster until the amounts reached astronomi- 
cal figures, and finally the complete disappearance of any value to the 
currency at all. We want to erect a solid harrier against the possibility 
of India getting on to that slippery slope. That is the essential justifica- 
tion for our proposals. We have heard much talk in the last days about 
the disappearance of our currency reserves. But no currency reserve can 
be large enough to stand up against a lack of confidence in the currency. 
Reserves are only valuable to tide over temptorary difficulties. The real 
safeguard must be confidence in the soundness of a country’s financial 
situation. If a country meets current expenditure with current reveuue, 
and if, further, it has a favourable balance of trade, then it can face all 
the vicissitudes of fortune with confidence, and its actual currency reserves 
are of minor importances. 

That brings me to the last thing which I have to say to-day. I know 
that our pnoposials of taxation will be criticised. But I will appeal to 
all critics, either in this House or outside it, not to criticise them hastily 
or unfairly. ^ We believe that we aire doing the right i^ing for India— that 
in these critical times, and looking to the years before us, when we have 
to meet heavy loan maturities both external and internal, the matter of 
^ital importance is to preserve the trust of the public of India and else- 
where in the soundness of our financial position. Let honourable mem- 
bers, by all means, examine our proposals with searching criticism, but 
t would appeal to them, with all the emphasis which I can command, to do 
say nothing which will lead the outside world to suppose that they have 
Jiot a full sense of their responsibility, or that they do not believe that th.*5 
paramount duty of every man, who has India’s interest at heart, and V9hc» 
in any way influence the situation, is to preserve intact that financial 
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stability on which the whole fabric of the country’s life depends. 
(Applause.) 


THE INDIAN FINANCE (SUPPLEMENTARY AND EXTENDlNa^ 

BILL. 

The Honourable* Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir j 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to .sui>pieiiient the Indian Finance 
Act, 1931, and “^o extend the operation of its teuiporciry provisions. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I am sure that every part of this House will olfer 
its respectful thanks to His Excellency the Viceroy for setting a noble 
example of surrendering 20 per cejit. of his salary. (Applause.) I wish 
that that good example had been followed by his Councillors and the 
members of the superior services. Then they would have follow^ed the 
precedent of their mother country. (Hear, hear.) But they have not 
done so. 

Sir, I do not propose to deliver a long speech on this occasion, 
because my heart is full and I am sure that every Member who has his 
duty to perform towards his constituents must feel staggered at the 

Budget proposals of the Honourable the Finance Member. We had 

suspected that something untoward was going to be proposed to-day, 
but no one had any conception of the thorough-going plunder — I cannot 
use any milder jgxpression — of the poor man’s money, of the man who 
sends his postcards and his letters, and of the poor clerk who lives on the 
verge of starvation. They have been taxed and surcharged in taxes 
and increases in the rates of postage. 

If the Honourable the Finance Member was faced with a difiSciilty, 
he was not faced with a difficulty only this year. He was faced with a 

similar difficulty two years back when he increased the taxes of this 

country to the tune of Rs. 5^ crores. We then told him, Honourable 
Members will remember, that it was time that he set his house in 
order. Last year again, when there 'was a deficit of over Rs. 15 crores, 
we reminded him that he could not expect this Ilpuse to give him the 
support he needed for additional taxation unless the whole oi the 
national expenditure was overhauled. Sir, that proposal of ours was 
not given that earnest consideratipn whiph wpuld have resulted in 
substatitial epppomies. It is ppt for me or fpr the of this 

House to criticise the premature proposal as regards the possible 
economies to be effected in national expenditure. The Honourable the 
Finance Member has himself pointed out tl^at his estimate of retrench- 
ments is on^v an estimate, whereas his proposals for further taxation 
are a dead certainty. 

Sir, I should have expected, that, following the precedent of the 
House of Commons and of His Majesty Government in England. 
would have first completed a survey of the various departments w^^ 
a view to effect retrenchments and laid upon the table of this 1 o ^ 
his. concrete proposals as to the extent and mea>sure of retreiichni 
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effected in the civil and military expenditure of the country. But he 
has not done so. As I pointed out this morning, the Government of 
India, willingly or unwillingly, have embarked upon a new currency 
policy, and the Honourable the Finance Member assured this House 
that the result of that new currency policy would be to improve the 
trade and the financial resources of the coinitry. Well, Sir, if that be so, 
I submit that this is an extremely inopportune time to embark upon a 
financial statement not only covering the rest of the present financial 
year but also the next year 1932-33. Sir, when we came here we came 
here to transact the ordinary routine business which is generally trans- 
acted in the short Autumn Session in Simla, we had not the slightest 
idea that we should be presented with a Budget for the next 18 months, 
and still less had we any idea that that Budget would disclose such a 
ghastly condition of the Indian finances, of which the greatest pessimist 
in this House had no conception. The Finance Member has congratu- 
lated the military authorities upon consenting to small cuts resulting 
in economy to the extent of 4^ crores of rupees. Honourable Members 
on this side of the House have cried themselves hoarse in saying that 
these small cuts are not what the representatives of the people demand. 
We want a complete reversal of the military policy of the Government 
of India. We know. Sir, to what extent we have the sympathy of the 
members of the Government of India and we know that our difficulties 
are not here, but from a country overseas, and we therefore feel that we 
should be guilty of a grave dereliction of duty if we did not recall that 
fact once more today. We expect that by the reduction of the white 
troops and by other economies in the military expenditure of this 
country, there should be a saving of at least 10 crores of rupees in the 
Military Budget. Sir, the Geddes Committee made percentage cuts and 
we want that the civil expenditure of the Government of Indi:i should 
be similarly subjected to all round cuts. 

The Finance Member has referred to the ad interim reports of the 
various committees. We are not here concerned with the details of the 
cuts. Last year we suggested that there should be an all-round ten per 
cent, cut in the civil expenditure of the Government of India, and we 
suggested that whatever might be the details of the various cuts effected 
in the civil and military expenditure of the Government of India, they 
should be sufficient to balance the Budget in the ensuing year, which 
would be the ease if the Government of India seriously tackled tlie mili- 
tary problem and made the cuts in the civil expenditure. I therefore 
submit that the present tiiin; is premature and inopportune for the 
levying of additional taxation. We gave this morning a preliminary 
warning to the Government of India to hold their hand till the Delhi 
Session, either in November or February or March, but the Government 
of India took no hood. The Finance Member has referred to my friend 
Mr. Shaiimukham Chetty’s Resolution on this subject. Sir, that Re.so- 
lution is my completest vindication for opposing leave to the Honourable 
the Finance Member. That Resolution passed by a telling majority 
this House asked the Government to formulate no proposals involv- 
^og additional taxation during the Simla Session. They have flouted 
the considered opinion of this House and, out of self-respect, I ask 
every elected Member in this House to vote for refusing leave to the 
Honourable the Finance Member. 

Xi2.56LAD ** 



1^66 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [2iVrH SEmMUieit 1931. 

flir Abdur Babim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) ; 
Having: heard the statement made by the Honourable the Finance Member, 
I . must confess that it is almost impossible for us to know where we 
staiid. We all expected that the statement that he was going to make was 
not likely to cheer us, but we did not expect that it was going to be as 
dismal as it has proved to be. The whole procedure adopted by the 
Government on Ihis occasion is, I submit, entirely wrong. The Govern- 
meht had no business to introduce a Budget statement for 18 months at 
this Simla Session. This is taking us at a great disadvantage. Qoveni- 
meiit know fully well that the attendance on this side of the House for 
various reasons is not by an 5 ^ means complete and for them to have put 
forward serious proposals of this character when attendance is by no means 
full is neither fair nor justified. One would have thought that the taxa- 
tion that had boon already imposed upon the country was sufficiently 
heavy, but the new proposals for additional taxation are something which 
it was impossible to anticipate would be put forward by the Finance 
Member. In the Delhi Session w’e on this side of the House made it per- 
fectly clear that wo would not listen to any further proposals for taxation 
Until every avenue had been explored for all possible retrenchment of 
the expenditure of Governnicnt of India, and we wish to stick to our 
Resolution. We pointed out then that so far as the military expenditure 
was concerned, it should be considerably reduced in order to help the 
Finance Member to balance his Budget. I am afraid that, in spite of the 
help that His Excellency the Commander-in-Ohief has been able to give, 
the proposal for reducing the military expenditure by only 4| crorcs does 
not satisfy this side of the House at all. It is clear to every one of us 
on this side of the House that India cannot bear the burden of a standing 
army of this magnitude at all and we are also convinced that there is no 
justification for maintaining such a huge army. There have been some 
reductions made by the Army Retrenchment Committee, but even they 
have not been able to explore all available means for effecting economies 
in military ex])enditure. They have not had the time. Not only tliat. 
The terms of their reference were so restricted that it was not possible for 
them to do what is just and fair to the country. 

Sir, take another instance, the other Sub-Committee of which I have 
the honour of h(ung the Chairman, the General Purposes Retrenchment Sub- 
committee. We have dealt with onlj^ a few subjects, and more than half 
still remain. We have been able to make proposals for economy to the 
extent of Rs. 1,21,00,000 already ; and I am surprised that the Honourable 
the Finance M(‘inl)or tells us, that as regards the remaining grants, he is 
able to estimate a further economy of only about 70 lakhs. Sir, I venture 
to think having gone a great deal into the matter, that much greater 
economy should be possible in the remaining Demands, — ^much greater 
tlian has been estimated by the Honourable the Finance Member. LasOV* 
Sir, from the very beginning our Sub-Committee was apprehensive that 
so far as what the Finance Member calls the administrative Department*^ 
arc concerned, they would not bo treated on the same basis as the ntlicr 
Departments which wo wore asked at first to scrutinise. I am conscious, 
that the Honourable the Finance Member has stated that if we arc able 
to effect further economics, he will have no hesitation in accepting them. 
If so, V’hat'then is the good, when these Retrenchment Coipniittees have 
not been able to complete their inpuiries, of his saying that he is not m a 
position to make a fair estimate of what it is possible to effect by way oi 
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cconoJJi}’ in the expenditure of the Government of India ? Sir, he has now 
proposed taxation of a most drastic eliaractor alfcctinj^ every article of 
necessity, affecting the poor man still more perhaps tlian the richer classes, 
lie has estimated certain receipts, lint he knows that his esthuates on the 
previous occasion have not been justified at all, — lliey have not been 
realised. What reason has he to think that his prcjseiit expectations W’ill 
be realized ? I submit that he is making guesses, and this is not the time, 
this is not the occasion, howsoever he may feel compiHled by Ihe necessities 
oi the financial situation, to bring forw^ard proposals of a drastic, nay, 
disastrous character. Sir, we will all oppose leave being granted to intro- 
duce this Finance Bill. 

Mr. Arthur Moore (Bengal : European) : Sir, I can quite understand 
that the very unpalatable announcements which we iiave had to listen to 
this afternoon should produce a sliriek of pain from my Honourable friend 
Sir Hari Singh Gour. NevertJieless, notwithstanding what has fallen from 
my Honourable friend, it is perfectly obvious to all of us that these very 
important announcements do deserve our most serious consideration. None 
of us would like at the present stage — while we ai*e ready to give every 
undertaking and to do everything w^e can to assist Government in this 
emergency — to commit ourselves to all these proposals in detail. ]3ut. Sir, 
that is a totally different thing from the proposition put forward by the 
Leader of the Opposition, — ^that we should refuse introduetiou to the 
Finance Bill in a great national emergency. ( Voiexs : “ Louder, please 
{Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : “ We have not so far follow’ed you Has my 
Honourable friend thought of the effect upon the world, and on the 
constitutional prospects for India if, in this great national emergency, this 
House rejects an emergency Finance Bill out of hand, wdtiiout proceeding 
to discuss it ? Sir, my Honourable friend compared the procedure here 
with the procedure in England. I understood him first lo say that the 
Government w^cre not following the excellent example which 11. E. the 
Viceroy had set us and also the example wdiich had been set at home. 
Well, 1 did gather that the ]\Iembers of Oov(*rninent were imi)osing a heavy 
cut upon themselves and were proposing a heavy cut upon all servants of 
Government. But he Aveiit on to say that tlie Government in England, 
ill the similar emergenc}^ which is confronting them as it is confronting 
most Governments, had acted in a totally dilferent manner, — that they 
first put for\vard their retrenchment proposals, and only afteiwvards their 
taxation proposals. But my Honourable friend is entirely misinformed. 
Parliament was hastily summoned during the recess, and tlie Government 
put before Parliament, when it mot, both their economy proposals and 
their taxation proposals ; therefore I cannot say that lie has made out his 
case. But no^v I would draAV attention to the very aslonishing difference, 
which will strike the Avholc Avorld, between the attitude of the British 
Parliament in that emergency and the attitude that the Leader of the 
Opposition invites this Asserabl}" to adopt in the present emergency ; and 
I would warn my Honourable friends opposite that if they w’ore to follow 
Jjy Honourable friend's suggestion and, Avithout further discussion, refuse 
the introduction of this Bill, it AA^ould produce most disastrous reper- 
cussions not merely in England, but in America and Europe as regards the 
!?P^tation of this Assembly. (Ironical Cheers and Tjaughter from the Non- 
official Benches.) (Jlfr. Lalchand Navalrai : “ Who told the Honourable 
Member that ? ”) (Mr. B Das ; “ A nightmare ! Our reputation will be 
feafe I 
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Mr. President : Order, order. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : My Honourable friends may laugh. 

Mr. B. Das : We laugh at our exploitation by you 1 

Mr. President : Order, order. Mr. Moore, please go on. 

Arthur Moore : Members opposite may laugh, but 1 warn them 
that if they were to succeed in persuading the House to adopt the course 
advocated by the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, they would 
have reason very seriously to regret the decision at a later date when the 
new constitution was being discussed, and it could be said that, in this 
tremendous national emergency, the House had, out of hand, refused 
supply. (Loud Api)lause.) 

Mr, Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, 1 join other Honourable Members in eongraliilatiiig II. E. tlie 
Viceroy on surrendering 20 per cent, of his salary, and 1 also congratulate 
the Members of his Executive Council on their surrendering 15 per cent, 
of their salary. 

Mr. B. Das : What were your recommendations ? 20 per cent. ! 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : But, Sir, after listening to the 
decision Government have reached as far as retrenchment is concerned, ;j.s 
announced by the Honourable the Finance Member, I have been a litlly 
bit disappointed. I think. Sir, that the retrenchment Avhich has been 
decided upon by the Government goes far below the retrencliinent which liad 
been suggested by the main Retrenchment Committee. 1 think. Sir, under 
the present circumstances and under the conditions which have been 
disclosed to-day in this House by the Honourable the S^inanee Mem- 
ber, it was Government’s duty to adopt at least the moderate 
retrenchment which had been propos(3d by the General Ketreneh- 
ment Committee unanimously. Any retrenchment below that will 
never be acceptable to this House. If those suggestions cannot be 
accepted by the Government in these circumstances, then Government can 
never accept the recommendations of the Committee which they themselves 
have formed. The proposal for the appointment of the Committee and llic 
names of the members appointed came up from the Honourable the Finance 
Member himself, and he ought to stick to the retrenchment . which had 
been proposed by the same persons who had been appointed by him. 
Beyond that, the Assembly will be willing to consider other proposals. I 
am fully alive to my responsibility, and I shall be quite willing to lend 
all my support provided Government are willing to accept the recoinmenda- 
tions which are unanimously proposed by the Retrenchment Committee. 

There are some proposals which have caused me some surprise, a^l 
I think all the avenues have not been explored. I am not going into the 
details of those proposals which are contained in the speech of my Honoiu** 
able friend the Finance Member, but I think there are several of them 
which we cannot accept. In any case I must make my position clear tha 
I am not going to be led by mere sentiment into opposing even the intro- 
duction of this Bill at this time or refusing to consider this question at tni 
time of national emergency. We are ready to consider it, but we wi 
examine each and every proposal on its own merits and we will see whet 
anything can be accepted on behalf of the people or not. Therefore 
will not oppose the introduction, as I understand that the considerati 
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of this Bill is going to take place after about a month and half, some time 
in November, in Delhi. That has not been made clear, but if that is so, we 
^\ill not oppose the introduction. 

The Honourable Sir aeorge Schuster : Sir, I might start by replying 

to the observation which was made by my Honourable friend Mr. Yamin 
Khan. It is our intention to meet as far as possible the convenience of the 
Legislature in arranging for the further discussion of this measure. We 
understood that it would be for the convenience of the majority of Honour- 
able Members if further discussions in Simla were postponed and if the 
discussions were resumed in Delhi at the beginning of November. I think 
my Hoiiourat)le friend who spoke last has carried matters rather too far 
in suggesting an interval of a month and a half. I hope he did not mean 
to S'Uggest that it should be as long as that. I think that it ought to take 
place at the very beginning of November at the latest. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : But there arc holidays in. the first week of 
November. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am not attempting to speak 
with any great accuracy. 1 quite realise that there may be events from day 
to day of which account has to be taken. But I am suggesting that we 
shall not have adequate time unless we recommence discussion at the 
beginning of November or near that date. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (Bengal ; Landholders) : For many 
Honourable Members the beginning of November will not be suitable and 
the middle of that month will be the best time. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I shall be very glad to see 
niy Honourable friend afterwards, if he has anything to say. 

Before I attempt any sort of reply on the general theme which has 
been taken up by the speakers on the Opposition, 1 should like to clear up 
what appears to be a very great misunderstanding as i egards our attitude 
towards retrenchment. I tliought that I had made »it abundantly clear 
that M'e had decided to give full effect to the retrenchment proposals. I 
always speak with studied caution ; I never wish to say anything that 
1 do not know that I am perfectly capable of fulfilling, and I therefore 
added reservations to the effect that we could not commit ourselves now in 
the advance of detailed examination to accept every single item of the 
recommendations of the Committee in the terms in which they were made. 
I think all Honourable Members must appreciate that that is a reasonable 
attitude to adopt. They themselves in many cases have not been in full 
apeement about their recommendations. They themselves have made it 
clear to me, certainly many times in conversation, that it was not within 
their knowledge exactly how^ certain things would work out on the 
administrative side. We retain responsibility for that, and we must 
reserve to ourselves the right to examine these proposals. Having said that 
I want to say again — I thought I said that with sufficient emphasis 
before — ^that it is our intention to accept in the main all the proposals which 
have been made. 

Then, Sir, T was criticised by my Honourable friend the Leader of the 
udepondent Party, wdiose work I most gratefully acknowledge as Chair- 
the most arduous and troublesome of all the sub-committees, for 
ot having included a sufficiently large estimate for the possible economies 
^ that part of the field which his sub-committee has not been able to 
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examine. If he is right, no one will be better pleased than I. I trust that 
he will get down to work with liis committee in October and will present 
us with his final recommendations before the end of October, in which case 
1 sliall be able to stand up in this House when we resume the discussion 
of the Finance Bill and bo able to tell the House that I have under* 
estiinated the economies possible in the remainder of the field and that 
therefore it is in some degree possible for us to modify our plans. If 
my Honourable friend is able to put me in that position, no one will be 
better pleased than 1. 1 thought 1 had made it abundantly clear that we 

are waiting for his further recommendations and that we wish to act on 
thosi^ recommendations just as fully as we ijropose to act on those we have 
already received. 

JSir, as regards the main case, it is very difficult for me to enter into 
a long argument now and I am sure Honourable Members will not expect it. 
1 have stated my case as fully, as clearly and as honestly as I could. 1 
quite sympatliise with the feelings of Honourable Members opiDosite. They 
are faced with an exceedingly unpleasant task. I do not believe that 
there is a single one of them who is influenced by personal considerations 
in this matter, 'riiey have their responsibilities to their constituents and 
it is that of which they are thinking now. 1 would however ask them also 
to recognise that, however much they hate me or hate my proposals, they 
cannot hate the task which 1 have had to perform more than I do myself. 
Bir, if one sits, as 1 have often said, in opposition without responsibilities to 
face, it is an easy task to put upon the shoulders of Government the 
responsibility for every uni)leasant and distressing circumstance that occurs. 
But surely all Honourable Members must recognise that we, like practi- 
cally every Government in the 'world, are now beset by a difficulty over 
which we have no control. We have done exactly what the British Govern- 
ment did. What did they do ? They did not give the Houses of Parlia- 
ment any warning. They had to summon them hastily together to meet 
an emergency just ih the manner in which we have dealt with the present 
emergency here. They had to call Members back just at the time when, 
for a short period of the year, they are ordinarily taking their holidays, 
for meeting the emergency. They knew that in a case of national emer- 
gency personal convenience could not be taken into account. I do appeal 
to all Honourable Members, although they often take the view that they 
a)id we are irresponsible in dealing with national interests, I do ask them 
to take the view that they have a very heavy responsibility now. It is 
useless to tell us that we ought not to have brought up a measure like 
this in a session when normally no important business is done. How can 
we help it ? We did not know tliis emergency was coming in the urgent 
form in which it has come. Every Government has tried to hold out as 
long as possible and in the end has had to face it by the sort of measures 
that we have had to introduce now. I ask Honourable Members to look 
round and examine the finances of every country in the world to-day, to 
examine the emergency measures which every other country has had to 
introduce. In our case, they are, I fully admit, very heavy and very 
severe. But T would return to the last passage of the speech which 1 
delivered in making my financial statement and ask Honourable Members 
to give it full and fair consideration and not to jump to hasty criticism, 
however much force there may be in the case of those who have spoken 
opposite. Even my Honourable friend, Sir Hari Singh Gour, cannot argue 
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for a moment that we could possibly have dealt with the present situation 
by means of retrenchment. We have 19 crores to find. He says, 
cut clown the Army. Are you going to send every British soldier away 
from India with six weeks^ notice ? It is ridiculous to make such sugges- 
tions. 1 ask Plonourable Members to face facts. (Hear, liear.) Some 
Honourable Members laughed when the Leader of the European Group 
spoke of the impression which would be created abroad. Sir, Honourable 
Members are now transacting business at a very critical period in India’s 
liistory. There are many people who are prepared to say, in opposition to 
those of us who are striving towards constitutional advance— there are 
many people who are prepared to say, ‘‘ What is the use of talking of 
constitutional advance when the representatives of the people behave in 
so irresponsible a manner ? ” 1 ask all Honourable Members to think 

very carefully of the impression tliat would be created, if at a time like 
this, when we are only asking the House to do what every other Govern- 
ment has had to ask its popular Legislature to do, if when you are. asked 
to take action w'hich must be taken if the credit and solvency of the country 
is to be maintained, if at a time like this, ho%vever much you may criticise 
the details or the form of action which we propose, you take the line that 
the Government have no right to ask you even to take action of any kind. 
1 ask Honourable Members to think what the impression on others will be, 
and I— if I may say so — as a well-wisher of India, as one who ])elieves in 
nonstitutionel advance, I would appeal to you not to mak(‘ the task of those 
of us, who are trying to work for India, harder than it is at ])res;cnt. 
(Applause.) 


Mr, President ; The question which I have now to put is : 

** That loavo be gmatocl to introduce a Bill to supplement the Indian Pinniico Act, 
1931, and to extend the operation of its temporary provisions. ^ ^ 

The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 57. 


Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzadn. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Bnksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anklesaria, Mr. N. N. 

Anwar-ul-Aziin, Mr. Muhammad. 
Aziziiddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bliargava, Rai Bahadur P;indit T. N. 
Crerar, The Honourable Sir .Tamos. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dyer, Mr. ,T. p. 

Pazl-PHusain, The Tfonourablc Khan 
Bahadur Mian Sir. 

1^0*, Mr. H. B. 
french, Mr. J. C. 

Gr.iham, Sir L-ancelot. 

Griffiths, Mr. 0. I. 

Keathcote, Mr. L. V. 

ITedett, Mr. J. 

Howoll, Mr. E. B. 


Ishwaraingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Ismail All Khan, Kiinwar Hajcc. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lai Chand, Captain R. B. 

Lull, Mr. S. 

Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

^looro, Mr. Arthur. 

IMorgaii, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjop, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. h. 

Rafimldiu Alimarl, Khan Bahadur Alaulvi. 
Rainy, The TIoMoiira])]e Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao B.ahadiir AI. C. 

Rama Rao, K.ai Bahadur U. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
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AYES — eontd. 


Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Shcr Muhammad Khan Gakhaii Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sykes, Mr. E. E. 

Tait, Mr. John. 


Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 

Yauiin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Ztilfiqar All Khan, Sir. 


NOES— 43. 


Abdoola Haroon, Seth Ilaji. 

Abdur Bahim, Sir. 

Aggarwal, Mr. Jagan Nath. 

Ashar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Ghandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chetty, Mr. B. K. Shanmukham. 

Chinoy, Mr. Bahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 

Butt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Gunjal, Mr. N. B. 

Harbaus Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Baj Swamp, Lala. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Mnham> 
mad. 

Jog, Mr. S. G., 

Kyaw Myint, U 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

The motion was adopted. 


Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Mody, Mr. H. P. 

Muazzain Sahib Bahadur, Mr, Muham- 
mad. 

Murtuza Sahob Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Patil, Bao Bahadur B. L. 

Bauga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Bastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Bcddi, Mr. P. G. 

Beddi, Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Sukhraj Bai, Bai Bahadur. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster : Sir, I introduce the Bill, 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 30th September, 1931. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, SOth September, 1931, 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 

MEMBER SWORN. 

Mr. Ramchandra, M.B.E., M.L.A. (Government of India : Nominated 
Official). 

THE INDIAN PRESS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, I move for 
leuvi* to withdraw the Bill to provide for the better control of the Press. 
I think Honourable Members are sufficiently aware of the circumstances 
in which I make this motion. Owing to the unfortunate overi^ght on 
the part of the Assembly Department to which you, Sir, referred on 
Monday, the normal procedure on this Bill, I regret to say much to the 
inconvenience both of the Government and of the House, has been in- 
terrupted. A plan, however, has been devised which I understand com- 
mands the general acceptance of the House by which the normal proce- 
dure on this Bill can be resumed in substantially the same manner as if 
this unfortunate dislocation had not taken place. It is in pursuance 
and in order to give effect to that plan that I move this motion 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : What is the procedure which the Honourable Member 
says commands the general acceptance of the House ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : The procedure indicated in this 
motion and in the subsequent motions on the List of Business. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, first of all 
I must say I support the Honourable the Home Member in his motion 
for withdrawal of this Bill which provides for the better control of the 
Press. It seems that nemesis has overtaken this Bill. There are higher 
powers which the Government of India, the British Government and the 
Honourable the Home Member cannot control. Here destiny points its 
finger at the Home Member and tells him that the Bill which he tried to 
introduce in the last session and which he introduced in a modified form 
in this session of the Assembly has not the approval even of the gods. 
Sir, if I support the Home Member in his withdrawal of the Bill, I 
support him only in that motion. I wish the subsequent motions that 
ne will bring forward had not formed part of the Agenda of this day, 
because it seems that while we ordinary mortals bow to the gods, Gov- 
ernment in their higher wisdom and in their strength of brute force do 
not think that they have to think of the higher power of gods that point 
out to Government that such a legislative measure as this should not 
^ brought before this House and passed here. My friend the Home 
Member pointed out that there is general approval of Members of this 
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side of the House about certain steps which he will take subsequently 
after withdrawal of this Bill. Sir, I have no knowledge of it. 
{An Honourable Member : “ Nor have we any knowledge of it.”) I 
do not know if my leader had a discussion with the Home Member, but 
we took no part in it, nor have I attempted to discuss this question with 
my leader or leaders. Sir, I reserve myself the right to oppose the new 
Bill in its new form as it has come, and I support the motion for the 
withdrawal of the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I do not think, Sir, that it is 
necessary for me to follow the Honourable Member opposite in the 
supernatural speculation on which he desires to base his principal 
objection to this motion. What I desire to pursue is the plain common 
sense view of the matter, and that is the convenience of the House and 
the requirements of the public business. 

Mr. President : The question which I have to put is : 

“ That leave be granted to withdraw the Bill to provide for the better control of 
the Press.’’ 

The potion was adopted. 

The Bill was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


THE INDIAN PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Jamee Orerar (Home Member) ; Sir, I move 
for leave to introduce a Bill to provide against the publication of matter 
inciting to or encouraging murder or violence. At this stage, I think 
it is premature for me to enter upon any discussion of the merits of the 
Bill. I shall simply say that some very important changes have been 
made in the new Bill, and I propose to explain a bit more fully the 
nature of those changes at a later stage. 

Mr. President : Motion moved : 

“ That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to provide against the publication of 
matter inciting to or encouriiging murder or violence.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir, I move that the Bill to pro- 
vide against the publication of matter inciting to or encouraging murder 
or violence be taken into consideration. I do not think that it is neces- 
sary for me to inflict a long speech 

Btr. B. Das (Orissa Division ; Non-Muhammadan) : On a point of 
order. Sir. I take objection under Standing Order 38, page 27 of the 
Legislative Manual, which says that no Bill can be taken into considera- 
tion without three days’ notice, and so I take objection. Standing 
Order 38, page 112, says : 

" Provided that no eueh motion shall bo made until after copies of the Bill 
been made available for the use of members, and that any member may object to any 
such motion being made unless copies of the Bill have been so made available for three 
days before the day on which the motion is made ", 

and so on. 
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BIr. President : I should like to invite the attention of the Honour* 
able Member to the words which come later in the proviso and which 
run as follows : 

<< and such objection shall prevail, unless the President, in the exercise of his 

power to suspend this standing order, allows the motion to bo made. * * 

In this case the Chair has no difficulty in exercising the power of suspen- 
sion under this Standing Order in respect of the Bill which has now been 
placed before the House for consideration. This Bill is a copy of the Bill 
as reported by the Select Committee, and it has been in tlie hands of 
Honourable Members for more than a week. The object of this Standing 
Order is that the House should not be called upon to consider any legisla- 
tive measure without having had an opportunity of studying it. It is clear 
iliar. that has been complied with in this case. Honourable Members liave 
liad ample opportunity of studying the Bill in the fonji reported by the 
Select Committee and the Chair has therefore no hesitation in suspending 
the Standing Orders and allowing the motion to be made. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Well, Sir, 1 shall proceed to 
point out to the House the more important changes which have been 
made in the present Bill in so far as important points of principle are 
involved. I do not wish at this stage, indeed T should not be in order 
in anticipating a detailed consideration of the Bill. 

The first, and I think, on the whole, the most important change is 
the change made in section 4, which defines the nature of the offending 
matter with regard to which the other provisions of the Bill are directed. 
This is a primary provision of the Bill, which operates upon all the other 
subsidiary provisions. The definition of “ offending matter was 1 
think a point to which a very large part of the criticism ot* th(3 House 
was directed at the stage of consideration of the last Bill. Tt was 
argued strenuously that the original definition was of too comprehensive 
and too vague a character. Tt was argued that, on the basis of a defini- 
tion of that kind, application to the High Court would tend 1o a large 
extent to become illusory. I am not myself prepared to accept those 
arguments, but nevertheless, we felt that it would be desirable to give a 
better definition of the nature of the offending matter which we con- 
templated, so that there can be now no question whatever tliat applica- 
tions to the High Court wdiich the Bill provides Avill be appeals of a 
perfectly effective character. 

Let me recall to the House that the principle of the Bill, on which 
I do not think there was very much dissent from any part of the House, 
^sto deal with incitements or encouragements to murder or other offences 
of violence, and also the eulogy of persons guilty or supposed to be 
guilty of such offences and of the offences themselves. Offending 
matter of that kind might be in a fictitious disguise, might be disguised in 
various ways by implication or suggestion. The question was very 
carefully considered, and the definition, as it now stands, gives substantial 
effect to the greater part of the criticism directed to the original clause. 

I should also point out at this stage that in order to meet the criticism 
that works of literature^ or history might conceivably come within the 
^^ger of the danse, steps have been taken to meet that criticism. 
Whether that criticism was really valid or not I am not concerned to say, 

a*3 
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but I think that it is perfectly clear that the decision on matters of that 
kind would be within the discretion of the High Court, land 1 do not think 
that any Honourable Member present is prepared to argii 2 that that dis- 
cretion would not be wisely and properly exercised. 

The second amendment of primary importance which the present Bill 
contains relates to the return of the deposit in the case of new presses and 
new newspapers after three months if within that period such press or 
newspaper has not published any offending matter. A good deal of diffi- 
culty was expressed with regard to the case of new presses and new news- 
papers. I think, Sir, that we have gone a very long way to meet that 
difficulty, because at the end of those three months the press or newspaper 
comes into the posiition of being an established press or an established 
newspaper and proceedings can only be taken against it at that stage in 
the event of the publication of offending matter, which then becomes open 
to an application to the High Court for adjudication of the issue involved. 

Another amendment of considerable importance is that, while the 
original measure at that stage required the recording of special reasons 
for not taking security, the emphasis in the clause has been changed and 
the Magistrate now will be required to record reasons in writing for re- 
quiring deposit of security. At all stages preliminary to this, it is of 
course the case that there is no provision for an application to the High 
Court, and the reasons are fully explained in the report of the Select Com- 
mittee and I need not I think pursue them any further. 

Another amendment which has been made in order to minimise tlie 
risk of hardship or inconvenience is the grant of ten days for making a 
fresh deposit subject to certain conditions. Further, a provision in clause 
6, wliich provided in certain circumstances for the forfeiture of a press, 
has been eliminated, and in its place there have been substituted provi- 
sions for taking a fresh security which the original Bill did not allow. 

As regards the duration clause, the original clause placed it at three 
years, and I think myself in all the circumstances of the case that that 
was a reasonable provision. However, in response to strong representa- 
tions w^hicli have been made on the subject, the potential duration of the 
Bill has been reduced to two years. Similarly, with regard to the Titk 
and Preamble, regarding which a good deal of comment was made, the 
criticism w^hich has been passed has I think been fully met. It is time 
chat neither the title nor the preamble are operative clauses of the Bill, 
but as a certain amount of misapprehension was expressed on the ground 
that a wider title and a wider preamble might conceivably affect the 
operation of the Bill, though I do not think myself that there is any sub- 
stance in that contention, nevertheless, in order to remove any possible 
misapprehension there might be on the point, the title and the preamble 
have been very greatly narrowed. A few subsidiary and consequential 
amendments have also been made which I think I might just briefly notice 
at this stage. 

The deposit of cash or securities of the Government of India is ju 
all cases to be left to the opinion of the depositor. The previous 
provided for applications to the High Courts in cases of forfeitures. ^ 
provision has now been inserted that when the deposit of security has be^ 
required because of the publication of offending matter, an application 
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the High Court will now be allowed, the ground of course being that in 
such cases there is definite judieiable matter to go before the High Court. 
The scope of applications under clause 23 has also been extended to cover 
cases under clause 12. Lastly, the amount of security originally fixed in 
clause 3 has been substantially reduced. 

These are the most important features of the Bill. I think myself 
that the Bill as it emerges in its present form will be, as it must be, 
effective for its purposes. I must remind Honourable Members on that 
point, because some of the suggestions for amendments before me show 
some misconception. I must recall to Honourable Members once more 
that the primary purpose of the Bill is to enable an effective control to be 
maintained over incitements to and encouragement of murder and other 
crimes of violence and the like. Its purpose is not penal, and I think that 
some of the amendments which, have been tabled, if I may merely glance 
at them at this stage, show that there is continued misconception on this 
point. At the same time, provision has been made to secure complete 
freedom to all legitimate comment and expression of opinion. Steps have 
been taken to minimise all risk of hardship or inconvenience to the 
normal and proper activities of the Press. Perhaps, Sir, I may remind 
the House of the assurance which I gave at the instance of the Honour- 
able Sir Abdur Rahim that in the further consideration of this Bill Govern- 
ment would not endeavour to raise any technical or academic objections, 
but that their whole consideration of the matter should be based on a 
reference to the primary purposes and necessities of the Bill and the 
measures which were definitely necessary effectively to secure those objects. 
T trust the House will recognise that in the Bill now before us those assur- 
ances have been fully and effectively fulfilled. Sir, I move. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I would like to ask what is the procedure to be 
adopted now with regard to the amendments that were given notice of 
when the Select Committee’s report was published. In view of the 
fact that this Bill has been introduced by the Honourable Member as a 
new Bill, and in view of your ruling that it will be taken as circulated to 
Honourable Members, may I request the Chair to give a ruling on the 
point whether the amendments which have already been given notice of 
shall be taken into consideration in the course of this discussion. 

Mr. President : The Chair has decided that, having regard to the 
special circumstances of the case, all the amendments, of which notice 
had been previously given, will be allowed to be moved, with such modi- 
fications as may be called for. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
l^ural) : Sir, T move that the Bill be circulated for th'^ purpose of elieit- 

opinions tliereon by the end of December 1931. At the outset I must 

that I am not using any obstructionist tactics to delay the passing of a 
Hill which the Government consider necessary in the interest of the people 
^'f this country. At the same time it is necessary to find out what the 
P^^ople at large in the country have to say on the ])rovisioiis of the Bill. 
The reason for my motion is' this. The Bill that has been introduced is 
nothing but the so-called majority report of the Select Committee of this 
^V<>nse. I say, “ so-called majority report for barring the Mover of the 
Hul, irlio is interested, they were equally divided. That being so, I 
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think that this is a fit ease for a re-trial, because there has been an 
equal division of opinion, and I trust that no conscientious and intelligent 
man who hts the interest of India at heart will object to such circulaiioji, 
to ascertain the views of those who will be affected by it. You will see 
from a perusal of the provisions of the Bill that it not only attempts to 
gag a certain kind of Press, which according to my friend on the other side 
is the worst inciter to violence and murder, but also those people who carry 
on their trade as keepers or owners of presses. In these days there are 
very few avenues left for our unemployed young men and the (luestion of 
unemployment is engaging the serious attention both of the people and the 
GoveriimcTn, and at such a time to put a restraint upon a particular kind 
of profession which is the profession of the educated middle class, is to put 
an embargo, to say the least of it, upon the livelihood of the people of this 
country. In that view of the case I would appeal to the Honourable the 
Home Member that he should consider whether or not we should Imve 
the opinion of the people who are to be affected by it and have tlio Bill 
circulated. Now I am even willing to concede that this Bill may be con- 
sidered along wdth the Finance Bill which is likely to be taken up within 
a month or so ; but, in the meantime we should have ample opportunity to 
get the opinion of the public at large. The Bill, Sir, as introdncedf hch 
not been before the public for a long time ; it Tvas published only a few 
days ago, when they came to know that the original Bill was not goinj: 
to be discussed or passed. That being so, I think it is bur right and 
proper that the Honourable the Home Member should accede to the amend- 
ment whicli I am moving. But if he is not willing to accede to our pravins. 
I sliould say, and not demand — ^we are here not to make any riein<iiul> 
because we Ljiow a beggar cannot demand anything, and we are virtually 
in the position of beggars, and we know the absolute heli)b?ssness of our 
position on this side of the House, and the Honourable the Home Member 
also knows his strength — ^that being so, would it be too much if *1 ask him 
to stay his hand for only a month or so ? Sir, I remember — he will extiisr 
me if I remind him of a certain other incident in his career as Horn'* 
Jlembcr of the Government of India when he introduced a certaiii otluu* 
Bill, and when introducing it he gave us to understand that, unless 
passed that Bill, immediately the heavens would fall. Sir, soirichow or 
other that Bill was not allowed to be passed and that Bill does not yet 
disgrace the pages of the Statute-book. Not only months but years hav^^ 
elapsed since then, but the heavens have not fallen, and neither has the 
earth under our feet given way ! That being so, Sir, I hope he will not 
use that ai*gument again that, by staying this Bill for a month, the lioavoib 
w^ould fall. You know your own strength, you know^ how- to pe.t flown 
disorders, you have an array of Magistrates behind you, who would <*ven. 
as happened only the other day here, try to suppress our voice here, 
as one Honourable Member attempted to do by sternly crying out. 
** Order, order I see he is laughing. Sir, he may laugh, but \v’'e feel ab 
these. So long as these things continue, we are helpless in the inidst ot 
the work in which we are engaged. Sir, I do not know whether it will 
necessary for me to convince the Honourable the Home ^lomber ’ 
without this Bill, he need have no fears that the administration of t J 
country will not go on quite smoothly, or that law and order cannot 
maintaiit’?d ; but, if it cannot be maintained as the Goveimment 
suggest, I w’ould ask the Honourable the Home Member to consult lus 
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Magistrates, among whom there are some who are not unwilling to set men 
and goondas against the people. Sir Lancelot Graham comes from Bombay, 
and he^ does rot know what a goonda is. Sir, we have instances of 
goondaism in several places in Bengal. I will not tire the patience of this 
House by reciting all those unfortunate happenings in my unfortunate 
province which led the Poet-laureate of Asia to leave his sick bed to pro- 
nounce his verdict upon the incident at Hijli, and I would ask the Honour- 
able the Home Member to peruse his swan-song. Sir, you cannot com- 
plain that you have not sulBcient powers to maintain law and order for a 
nioiith or so. If you complain of that, I would say that you are not sincere 
ir. your admission. There is the 'Indian Penal Code, the provisions of 
Avhich my Honourable friend and those behind him have administered. 
It is the most all-embracing code of law, which human intellect has ever 
devised. That being so, being armed with the all-comprehensive Penal 
Cude which is sufficient to maintain peace and tranquillity, do you moan to 
say that you are unable to maintain law and order ? You speak of incite- 
ments to murders and incitements to violence. I do not know whether 
your vision is clouded by all these happenings, or whethec you still retain 
that serenity of intolleet which is necessary for a legislator so that you may 
be able to view things in their proper perspective. Sir, no doubt there have 
been some violent writings, and in a paper, the editor of which I miss very 
much at the present moment in the House, which wanted to set the 
European commnnity and some of our brother Muslims against the entire 
Hindu population of Chittagong. But in these three tricolour pamphlets — 
not. mind yon, tricolour flags which may be a red rag to a Bull- -yellow, 
white and blue, one does not find a single specimen of those nice specimens 
of writing of a particular member of a particular community who calls 
himself “ Friend of India (Here Mr. K. Ahmed made an interruption 
which was inaudible.) 8ir, for the edification of my Honourable friend, 
the Home Member, I shall only give him one or two lines of those beautiful 
writings. On the 2nd of August in its editorial, the “ Friend of India 
had openly advocated the mobilization of Anglo-Indians and Mussalmans 
against the Hindus. If you disbelieve this generalization, I can give 
you a small paragraph : 


“ So long as loyal Indiana and the British are content to jiass Kesolutions and 
send deputations, it is clear that they are not likely to produce much effect on His 
Majesty 'a Government. ’ ’ 

Sir, has harsher, has harder language ever been used on the platform of 
the Congress or on the platform of any public meeting than this ? I will 
quote it again : 


“ So long as loyal Indians and the British arc content to pass Resolutions and 
send deputations, it is clear that they are not likely to produce much effect on His 
Majesty Government. * ’ 


We remember when the extremist politicians got the upper hand in 
the polities of onr country, they used to ridicule us by saying, r‘ Oh, your 
Congress is a congress of petitions and prayers. We are not on our knees 
asking for boons and concessions ; we are on our legs demanding our just 
rights Are not the utterances of the Anglo-Indian Press not more an 
incitement to violence than the language of the extremists with which they 
used to ridicule and condemn us in those days of the Congress ? 
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** If the King’s advisers in London do not know how to deal with the sworn 
enemies of His Majesty’s peace, others will have to get busy. They have got to con- 
sider what they can do for the King’s India.” 

The other day I heard here, when a reference was made to Berar, 
that it is leasehold property. Here it is said “ King’s India ”. Wliat 
is the meaning of that 1 It is certainly not a zamindari property ; aud 
it is the Britishers and not the King who rule over us. Every one on 
this side will rather be willing to instal King George as the real King of 
India, who will win our hearts and thereby unite both England and India 
into those bonds of sincere friendship which is so necessary. But no, 
our Anglo-Indian friends will not have that for we read in the Statesman 
of the 2nd August : 

** They have got to consider what they can do for the King’s India if the British 
in India will not protect the country from anarchy. The army and police are loyal 
to a man and they certainly cannot be used against loyal Indians or loyal British. ’ ’ 

Again further we have in the same paper : 

” He believes in the right to kill in self-defence or in defence of others and he 
believes in the right to use his bodily strength in the same cause.” 

I am sure my patriotic Muslim friends do not approve of this. 1 am 
not aware of a single Muslim in this country who would approve of 
writings like this. They are patriotic enough not to be tempted by the 
seductions of an enemy in the guise of a friend. These writings wi‘re 
the worst incitements to violence. I could quote passages and passages, 
but I do not wish to waste your time ; but this is the spirit in which 
some of our Anglo-Indian friends are writing. Is not this an incitement 
to violence and have you taken any steps against them ? Yon are sihmt. 
Question after question has been asked in this House, but you do not say 
anything. You say the law is there. We know the law is there but I 
believe that according to the fundamental principles of British jurispiu- 
dence, it makes no distinction of race, creed or colour. But I am sorry 
to say that the Britishers who are out to rule us make a good deal of 
distinction between race, creed and colour and try to set up one class 
against another. This is also incitement. Sir, you want to put a stop to 
a few stray murders here and there. Nobody deplores more than myself 
the unhappy incidents that we hear nowadays. Our sympathies certainly 
go to the bereaved families and I feel as deeply as any one on the otlier 
side. After all we are human beings, and the loss of a single life, tlie 
shedding of a single drop of blood, even of an enemy, is quite foreign to 
our culture and moral ideas. That being so, I assure you that w(* arc 
with you in helping you in all possible ways that we can to save the lives 
of these people who at the present moment happen to rule over us. For I 
am not one of those who believe that British rule has been an evil for this 
country. I am one of those who believe that it was a divine disiiensa- 
tion which brought you over here, and I am grateful to you for opcmin?: 
to us the pages of your literature and history. But you cannot blame us 
if we have imbibed the sense of freedom from your literature and from 
your history. I would not imitate tho ways of those barons who at 
Bunnyniede with unsheathed swords wrung from an unwilling king the 
Mugfia Gharta, but I wwld like to come over to you in friendly confer- 
ence, as we. are doing at the present moment at the Round Table Conter- 
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eiice, diseass matters and come to a settlement if there be anj difference 
Qf opinion. After aU 

ttr. Presideiit : May I draw the Honourable Member’s attention 
to the fact that he is moving an amendment for the circulation of this 
Bill ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, 1 hope I have been able to make my 
position clear why this Bill should be circulated. As I have already sub- 
mitted before the House, we shall not lose much in one month ^s time, 
and you will thereby give us time to consider its provisions and the country 
also will be able to express its views. After all you are the final arbiter 
in these things. If you think it so very necessary or imperative, you have 
other weapons wdth which to grapple with the situation, which have been 
so often used within the last few months. With these words T once more 
appeal to my Honourable friends on the other side to give us an oppor- 
tunity of having the opinion of the public about this Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir, the Honourable Member 
who has moved this amendment presented himself at Mu? outset in the 
guise of a mendicant. I confess I had a great deal of difficulty in recog- 
nising the Honourable Member 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury (Bengal : Landholders) : Sir, I rise to 
a point of order. There are other Members also who have given notice 
of the same amendment. Will they be allowed to move this motion or to 
speak on it ? 

Mr. President : There cannot be more than one amendment for 
eirculation but a full discussion w'ill be allowed. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir. I was saying that T had 
some difficulty, and T am sure the House had some difficulty, in recognis- 
ing the Honourable Member in the guise of a sadhu or a mendicant. But 
I recall that the Honourable Member is a great admirer and a close student 
of the legends and mythology of India. It is not an uncommon thing for 
a very important person or a hero to appear in that disguise ; and there- 
fore when the Honourable Member presented himself in that capacity, I 
felt that, persuasive and insinuating as his accents were, I had to deal w’ith 
them with a very great degree of caution. Perhaps, Sir, his motion for 
circulation was a very appropriate motion for him to make in that capacity, 
but, throughout the greater i)art of his speech I failed to discover the 
precise grounds on which he made this motion. He contended, in the 
first instance, that the Select Committee, so far as the report is concerned, 
was equally divided. I think if he will examine that document a little 
more closely, he will find that that is not the case. Therefore so far as 
any necessity for a re-examination of the Bill is concerned, liis contention 
falls to the ground. Indeed his arguments were addressed more to the 
principle of the Bill than to the necessity for its being circulated for 
opinion. I do not propose to follow those arguments because they are not, 
in my humble opinion, really material to the issue which is immediately 
oefore the House. He then passed on to refer to certain cases of what he 
j’ogarderl himself as serious incitements to violence. Now. without mys^^lf 
being concerned to express any opinion w^hether the passages he quoted 
Were of that kind, I take it from him that he considered that writings of 
^kat kind wc?re a serious public danger. If that is so, then surelj^ some 
provision against it is necessary, and that is precisely my position. The 
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real ground on which I find it necessary to oppose this motion is precisely 
that there is a very grave and increasing danger in the country fop 
which it is necessary to find a remedy. The Honourable Member referred, 
I regret to say somewhat casually, to a few stray murders here and 
there I do not think, Sir, that the incidents which have been the im- 
mediate cause for bringing this Bill before the House can properly be 
so discussed. It is true that he went on to say that he was anxious to 
help, more particularly in any measure of protection of the lives of British 
officers. The Bill, Sir, is not brought before the House with the sole 
purpose of protecting the lives of British officers. Indian officers are also 
concerned in this matter and when the Honourable Member expressed 
in moving terms — and I am sure in all sincerity — ^tho deepest sympathy 
for the families of those bereaved officers, \ trust that he will be prepared 
to show that sympathy in a prompt and practical form. His last con- 
tentioii was that there was on the Statute-book of India an easy means of 
dealing with this matter, and he referred also to the ordinances. Il> said 
that if an ordinance is to give effect to the principles of the Bill we iniirht 
prefer that course. If the Honourable Member is prepared to agree that 
the provisions and principles of Llie Bill should be so placed on the 
Statute-book of India, if he tells us that we should be well advised to tnkv 
that course, if he tells us that that would bo a proper course, i\m\ \ 
cannot conceive why he should take any objoidion to the principles and 
provisions of the Bill being forthwith taken into consideration. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Ra,ishahi Divisions : Non-Mnham- 
mudan Rural) : T also gave notice of a motion for circulation and now 
I Avant to speak on the motion and support my Honoiiraide friend, Mr. 
Ainar Nath Dutt. But I do not know why the Hoiourable the Home 
Member rose to reply so early, because he will not have the chance to 
reply later to the points which may now be raised. How^ever, I am oppost d 
to the principles of this Bill and also to the procedure. So T a]n for 
circulation. As regards the principle, I think every Honourable Member 
will concede that it is a fundamental principle of law that no person 
should be condemned without being given a chance to defend his own 
conduct in an open court of law. In clause (3) of this new Bill, it is 
proposed that any owner of a press or any publisher of any newspai)or 
may be required to deposit sums of money before he has had any chance* 
to prove that he is not guilty of anything, not only before any court of 
laAv, Avhich I insist should always be the case, but even before a Magistnitc 
That is the main ground that I will subsequently take uj) That is the 
main principle of law which this Bill goes against. 

As regards the procedure, I think I should deal more fully wdth the 
procedure which the Honourable the Home Member wishes to adopt 
In fact, mine is not a dilatory motion in any way. I wane the (urcnla- 
tion to be complete by the 31st of October. It is known to the House 
that the public at large had no occasion really to record their opinion 
about this Bill. We know that the whole of the Indian Press -except th? 
Anglo-Indian Press — is against it. I will try to explain that these two 
stand on a different footing. Everyone will admit that this Bill, as its 
name show.s, is a Bill for the better control of the Press and not I'or 
anything against incitement to murder or violence. It will be our business 
to show how the Bill will restrict the liberty of the Indian Press. At 
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this stage I wish to know— unfortunately the Home Member has already 
stood up and replied — anyhow I wish to know what the Government 
will lose if the Bill is circulated before the 31st of October. The House 
is also meeting early in November and it can then record its opinion 
on this Bill. It has also been said that the House is now in a depleted 
condition. Most of the Members have already gone away. In the original 
notice which the Member had it was stated that the House would last 
till the 24.th of this month. A week more has already passed. So what 
is the hurry now ? I think it is incumbent on the Home Member to 
explain why he cannot wait till the 31st October. Further it is known 
that at this time when the Round Table Conference is sitting in England, 
these controversial matters dealing with drastic steps against the liberty 
of the Press and action of individuals should not be taken up. It is 
also known that some Members of this House have been asked to attend 
that Conference and some of them have gone there very recently. I 
.<;houlci like to know from the Government Benches what is the hurry 
now that they cannot wait for these four weeks and send the Bill for 
circulation. As regards the principle, it can be argued that it is not a 
penal measure and it is only preventive. But in our Penal Code even 
fen* preventive measures there is a procedure laid down. It is, I think, 
unknown in any civilised jurisprudence that people are condemned 
before having a chance of establishing their innocence in an open 
court of law. This Bill involves very big principles and certainly there 
is no hniTy now. Even the Honourable the Home Member could not 
rite any ease during these recent days. Fortunately from a pamphlet 
I read. T find that most of the editors have been punished during this 
period. T remember particularly the passages that were read by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Arthur Moore. That is a Bengali paper and 
the editor was convicted once ; he was prosecuted again and convicted 
a second time. The latest paper is the Desher-Banee from Noakhali. I 
rr'ad that that paper ^s editor also has been punished ; and I get informa- 
tion from a friend that the editor of a paper in Bihar, from which 
quotations were made, also has been punished. So it is deal* that the 
(fOvernment are not without means of proceeding against these papers. 
They have ample scope now, if there is any recrudescence of this ci’ime, 
to deal with these editors. It is not that they are entirely helpleSvS. 

Therefore, Sir, as this Bill involves very large principles, T think the 
Government will do well to consider the matter and postpone the Bill till 
tlio next session in November. 

Sir ZulfiqarT All Khan (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I thank you 
for giving me this opportunity to speak for the first time on this Bill ; 
i^rid I hope that Honourable Members will show me some indulgence if I 
describe some of the vicissitudes through 'which this Press legislation has 
passed. The motion now before the House deals with the problem whether 
the Bill should be immediately passed or whether it should be allowed to 
lli 3 round of the provinces and then come back again to be dealt with 
according to those opinions. Before I deal with these problems, I may 
allowed, as I have said just now, to describe some of the phases which 
I myself have seen. 

It was in the year of grace 1910, when on account of the policy of 
Ourzon, the province of Bengal exploded in a frenzy of emotion, 
and the thunders of anarchy reverberated in the land. The Government 
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awoke to the danger of allowing this agitation to develop any further ; 
and in the Imperial Council, of which I was a Member, a Bill was intro- 
duced to control the activities of the Press. Lord Sinha, who v/as then 
Mr. Sinha, piloted the Bill very successfully through tlie Council and 
exhibited skill and ability of such an order as I have yet to witness in 
the various Legislative Councils. In opposition to the Government there 
were stalwart politicians such as Mr. Gokhale, Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu 
and Pandit Malaviyaji and others, and in spite of their strenuous opposj. 
tion, Lord Sinha carried it through most successfully 

Blr. Gaya Prasad Singh (MuzafFarpur cum Chanrparan : .Von- 
Muhaminadan) : Were not the non-officials in a minority in that Council ? 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : Yes ; hut it evoked a good deal of opposition ; 
and there were people who were very able and later on shone in the other 
Councils. Ten years later, when the new constitution came into bein", 
that is to say, in 1920, whether by a conscious or unconscious irony, the 
Government called to office some of those very people who were looked 
upon as offenders by the Government and who were fugitives from justice. 
This change of direction was masked with a smoke screen of political 
futilities. Tn any case it offered an interesting example of how an 
autocratic impulse can change abruptly the whole tone and tendency of 
Government policy. History repeats itself, and we have come back 
again to the same situation. Government see in the present situation veiy 
peat peril on account of the activities of the Press, and they have again 
introduced a measure to deal with such activities. Tt is very difficult to 
dissect the motives of the people, the pressmen and the assassins wli 0 s;c 
activities the Government wish to curb. But analysing the psychology 
of such people and seeing into the motives of such people as far as I can 
see, there can be only two motives of the assassin : either to enlarge the 
liberties of his country or to create chaos and anarchy in the land. With 
regard to* the first, that is to say, making sacrifice foV the greater liberty 
of the country, I may say that both Indians and British are doing every- 
thing they possibly can to add to the liberties of the people and to frame 
anew constitution for India, which I hope and everybody hopes will satisfy 
the people. Even Mahatma Gandhi has come out of his entrenchments 
to parley with the British, and he has gone to London as we all know 
and is engaged in the serious and momentous work of the Hound Table 
Conference ; and we hope that substantial and satisfactory results ayIU 
ensue fi*om those deliberations ; and in the interests of the country and 
in tlie interests of the future of this great land, we all desire that j)caee 
and tranquillity may be allowed to those representatives of ours who an? 
there in order to do the things we desire. If they are disturbed in their 
deliberations, I think it will be unfair not only to them but to ourselves 
also. Tt seems to me that, in spite of these considerations, the anarchist 
in India wishes to follow his devious and dark ways, and therefore it 
is necessary to consider what is best in the interests of the country. 
Malintma Gandhi has issued earnest appeals to these people and so has 
Dr. Tagore and others, buti;hese misguided youths do not listen to 
reason 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : But what are the opinions of Mahatma 
Gandhi and others on this Bill 1 
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Sir Ziilfiqar All Khan : If these people do not listen to any reason, 
then it is the duty of all patriotic people, who desire that there shall be 
peace and order in the country, to support a measure of this character. 

1 am one of those who desire that India may occupy the same place 
ill the rank of nations as any Dominion in the British Empire, and there- 
fore if I offer any opinion here, I am perfectly sure that it will be listened to 
>vith attention, and if there is any criticism to be offered, I should be the 
first to benefit by it. Sir, the activities of these people are inspired by 
the mistaken idea that they are the only saviours of the country and that 
others including men like Mahatma Gandhi are traitors. {An Honour^ 
able Member : “ Who said so ? ’’) Yes, they do say like that, because 
they have not listened to Mahatma Gandhi’s advice, they defy him, they 
even attack him 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh ; Why don’t you quote Mahatma Gandhi s 
opinion on this Bill ? Quote his opinion on this Bill it! you have so 
much respect for him. 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : These young men labour under the delusion 
that by their methods they can create 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : May I know what is your objection to cir- 
culating the Bill ? 

Sir Znlflqar Ali Khan : They think they can create a nation in 
India. Well, Sir, if they have an atom of common sense they will at once 
see that their activities, instead of creating a nation, have divided the 
nation. What has happened in Chittagong ? What has happened in 
Cawnpore and other places ? If their activities are allowed to run riot, 

I am afraid that they would soon inaugurate a civil war in India, the 
consequences of which would be most appalling. If Honourable Members 
think that what has happened, in Chittagong, Cawnpore and other places 
has no bearing on the attitude of these people, then they can kill this Bill, 
dCvStroy it or do anything they like with it, but if there is any danger 
lurking in these proceedings, if instead of getting on to the formation of 
a nation, these misguided youths are destroying that chance, then I do 
thin)? that Honourable Members should take into consideration the diffi- 
culties of the administration and the well being of our own people. Sir, 
in order to save India from great perils, the only thing to do is to cut off 
the fuel from the fire, I mean the fuel of the incendiary writings which 
offer direct incitement to murder and assassination ; and to curtail the 
activities of students, assassins, schoolboy anarchists 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Bajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : Why 
did you oppose the measure last time ? Why did you vote on the other 

side ? 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : I think, Sir, if anybody requires muzzling, 
-t is this gentleman here. (Loud Laughter.) 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : For his extraordinary intelligence t 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Exactly like my friend who is vacillating and 
^‘hanging. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member cannot be allowed to in- 
terrupt like this. 

Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan : With these remarks. Sir, — {Several Honour- 
oWc Members : ‘‘Go on, go on.”) I strongly support the Bill which 
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is now before the House and oppose the motion for circulation. The Bill 
has been very much changed by the Select Committee, and if you mutilate 
it entirely, there is no object in passing this measure which will not be 
effective and which will not remove the dangers that exist in the country. 

Bao Bahadur Ohaudhury Lalchaud (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir. 
liberty of the Press is a great asset in all civilized countries, and any 
limitations on such liberty and on honest and straightforward journalism, 
which is very essential for the healthy growth of all national institutions, 
are to be deplored. But we are passing through the most critical period 
in the history of India. We have political agitation on the one hand 
and economic trouble on the other. A life and death struggle has been 
going on during the last two years between the most organized section oi’ 
our political parties and the Government. A huge propaganda has been 
going on, and thousands of our young men have been to jails and great 
heat has been imported in this blood. Just at the present moment, when 
our representatives are discussing the future constitution of the country 
in England, there is a section of the population here who honestly feel — 
I do not attribute motives to all of them — ^but there are some who really 
and honestly feel that if they can do something here while important 
deliberations are going on which may show that India hates foreign rule, 
that will strengthen the hands of our representatives. Well, Sir, extracts 
were produced from papers by several Members when they spoke last to 
shovT how pernicious propaganda has been carried on for some time in the 
country, and a case has been made out to put a stop to that pernicious 
propaganda. There is, to add to this trouble, tension between landlords 
and tenants, and advantage is being taken to turn economic unrest into 
political agitation, and therefore an emergency has arisen. If I may be 
allowed to add to this long list of trobules, the unemployment problem to 
which my friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt referred, that is another caus(\ 
and any number of highly educated young men are out of employjncnt 
and they offer very good material for exploitation. So all these causes 
taken together have caused an emergency in the country which did not 
exist before, and for which special legislation is necessary. There is great 
deal of inflammable material in the country and a small spark will be 
enough to set fire to this stuff. The present measure, as has been very 
clearly pointed out and is apparent on the face of it, is only an emergency 
measure with limited scope and for a limited period. As sneh, if it is to 
be effective, if we are to give due consideration to the extracts that wore 
read out to us by so many Honourable Members, if we are to elieck tlii« 
propaganda effectively, an effective and emergent measure is very neces- 
sary 


Sir, it has been said, and some of my Honourable friends hold, 
that a measure is not emergent unless the heavens would fall if it is not 
passed. To them my reply is that the heavens will not fall if this measure 
is thrown out to-day. What would happen is this. The pernicious pro- 
paganda, the vicious propaganda that has been going on will continue. 
More young men wiU be misled. There will be investigations by the 
police, and more finds of illicit arms. There will be prolonged trials, 
more misguided young men will be convicted. After that, there will he 
processions through the streets followed by huge demonstrations. There 
will be mass meetings, and in some cases they will have to be dispersed. 
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Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : On a point of order, Sir. This Bill does not 
•efer to processions, or mass meetings, and such other things. It is 
3 onfiued only to the keeping of presses and newspapers, and therefore, 
jiy Honourable friend is not relevant in his remarks. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is quite iu order. 

Kao Bahadur Ohaudhury Lalchand : I was submitting, Sir, that 
there will be all these unpleasant things. There will be firing by the 
police in extreme cases and innocent people will also suffer. The police 
and the military will patrol our streets to keep the law and order, and 
ruaiiy other unpleasant things like the punitive police, etc., which none 
of us would like to see will happen. I think these will prove as bad as 
the falling of the heavens. Therefore, if the measure is to be passed at 
all, it should be passed at once. 

Then, Sir, it has been said that besides these Honourable Members 
there are 350 millions outside ; they must have their say and they must 
know. May I ask how many of those 350 millions know that a Press Bill 
at all existed in the past ? How many of them know that it was repealed 
sonH 3 years ago ? Not more than 15 per cent, know the past history, and 
not even that much will know if this Bill is circulated for a month as 
has been suggested by the Honourable the Mover opposite. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Mitra has said that the Anglo-Indian 
Press is the only Press that favours this Bill. I had no mind to inention 
the vernacular Press at all, but I have got an extract from a paper, and 
if you will allow me, I will read from it. It is in the vernacular, but I 
have got the relative portion translated into English. In its issue, dated 

the 9th September, it says {An Honourable Member : What is the 

name of the paper ? I will let you know presently. It says : 

“ On principle we are against any law which restricts the liberty of the Press. 
Ordinaiily and under normal conditions every one will oppose a measure which tampers 
with the liberty of the press. But the principle underlying the liberty oi? the press 
is also subject to other wider and more important principles. If this liberty is used 
in a Diaiiner so as to endanger the lives of others, if it makes it difficult for others 
to discharge their duties and which curtails their liberty of moving about freely, then, 
it is not only proper for the Government to put fimitations on this so-called liberty of 
the press, but it is their duty to do so. For, who does not know that the attempt to 
homb the Viceroy's train, the dastardly attack upon the Governor of the Punjab, the 
murders^ of Mr. Saunders, of the Inspector General of Bengal and of the Inspector 
General of Jails, of Mr. Garlick and similar other incidents have been undertaken by 
such misguided youths whose balance of mind had been upset by either exciting 
articles in the press or by irresponsible and inflammatory speeches from the platform f 
It is indeed to be regretted that editors of newspapers, who are instrumental in spoil- 

the lives of young men by their inflammatory writings and their criminal gestures 
■'ind nods, should themselves remain safe, and inexperienced and short-sighted people, 
^ho fall victims to their writings, should undergo punishment. 

Rditors are generally clever and experienced people and they manage to write 
’u a manner as to be safe from the clutches of law, while young men who read those 
articles take to bombs and pistols in the heat of the moment. The poisonous propaganda 
Against the Government, its officials, against England and Englishmen, that is 
®8-med on in the press', is simply amazing, and there is no doubt that all anarchical 
crimes are the result of poisonous writings and similar other literature and of the 
of unbridled speakers. Bhagat Singh was praised beyond measure, Sukhdev 
• ^ ^.iguru were equally extolled while Dinesh Gupta was deifled. Great sympathy 
8 shown with the accused in conspiracy cases. All this is not because they were 
®gaTded innocent, but because they committed these horrible crimes for the sake of 
know how money is collected for the perpetrators of these crimes 
ua bow defence committees are formed. In court when they are gnilty of imper- 
and contempt of court, or when they resort to obstructive measures, then 

©ad of writing a word against their conduct, the Government, the court, or the 
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complaiDants are subjected to attacks. All these things deeply affect the minds of 
young inexperienced school and college boys and prepare them to risk their lives and 
liberty. They begin to regard this praise, this reputation and this honour as sufficient 
reivard for their lives and resort to bomb and pistols. We believe that no one who has 
any regard for truth will deny the fact that press is to a large extent responsible 
for all those causes which derange the minds of young men. Under these cir- 
cumstances if Government proposes to pass some law, which may give them better hold 
on the press, they are fully justified. They not only safeguard themselves but save 
many a young, promising youth from this most dangerous behaviour. If a rider uses 
any effective method to control his wicked horse or puts strong bits in its mouth, he 
cannot be accused of tampering with the liberty of the horse. We hold that the pro- 
posed Bill is of this nature and it would have been better if it could have been extended 
and applied to writings which create communal tension and bitterness.” 

Sir, this in an extract from a vernacular paper, and for the information 
of Honourable Members I may tell them that this is not a rival with 
Calcutta papers. The name of the paper is Jat Gazette, 

An Honourable Member :. Edited by you ? 

Bao Bahadur Ohaudhury Lalcband : No. 

(At this stage several Honourable Members tried to interrupt the 
speaker. 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Bao Bahadur Ohaudhury Lalehaud : Sir, comments are sapertluous. 
I would onl}^ add that the Bill that is before us is meant for the gutter 
Press of India and not for honest and straightforward journalism. The 
difficulty is tJiat the case of the tw^o cannot be separated and one seems to 
suffer for the other. The choice, therefore, is clear. Hand over the cul- 
prit and remain safe. If you harbour the offender, thf?n of course you 
suffer the consequences of the ordinary law. With these words I strongly 
oppose this motion. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab : Sikh) : I rise to sup- 
port the motion made for circulation of the Bill for the purpose of eliciting 
public opinion thereon. I support the motion because I disagree with the 
principles as well as the procedure suggested for the evil which the Gov- 
ernment want to remedy, namely, the terrorist movement. I have listened 
with the utmost patience to the Honourable the Home Member during his 
speeches on this Bill during the present session. I have not been able to 
agree either with the causes which he has suggested for the terrorist move- 
ment or Vi ith the remedie.s which he desires this House to enact to combot 
that movemenl. The terrorist movement, they say, has got its inspiration 
from the Press. I submit and hold that not 10 per cent, of those people 
who commit these crimes read the newspapers from which the Home Mem- 
ber Tvas pleased to quote from the pamphlets supplied to us. He admits 
that some of those papers from which he quoted have got editors unknown 
or fictitious He could not give us even a supposed figure of their circu- 
lation ; the names of many of these papers were unknown to the Hon- 
ourable Members of this House till he mentioned them. Papers with such 
a circulation could hardly be expected to incite the intelligent and educat- 
ed young men who are misled to commit those crimes. The fact that these 
papers existed in the presence of such a strong bureaucratic machinery of 
the Qovernmont of India, the fact that not one of them suffered under the 
penal laws of the land, the fact that not one of them was taken to task in 
any way is at least a fact which causes suspicion in the minds of many of 
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us tliat those papers are edited and owned by agents provocateurs. They 
have not been able to cite from any of the well recognised organs of public 
opinion edited by respectable editors and they have failed to make a case 
against the Press which exists, and which can be called the organs of public 
opinion read by the population as a whole. Of course, as my friend 
Mr. Lalchaiid was pleased to remark, it does not apply to the Jat Gazette. 
lie says that it is meant only for the gutter Press and not for the paper 
wiiich is possessed and patronised by a society of which he happens to be 
the head or one of the most prominent organisers. 

Sir, 1 may with your indulgence place before you my reasons for the 
existence of the terrorist movement and thereafter refer to the remedies 
which 1 consider would meet the case. The terrorist movement is a neces- 
sary accompaniment of a foreign bureaucracy oi)pressing an old civilisa- 
tion. It always comes with it and it goes with it. It is bound to exist as 
long as the terror of a foreign rule exists for the oppression of a race ; and 
neither one Act nor two Acts, nor even ordinances arc able to meet the 
cii cumstances. This movement exists when young men who study in schools 
spend all their parent’s money for education with a view that they will 
get an opportunity to serve their motherland. They spend sometimes 15, 
L’O or 25 years for equipping themselves for that service. When they come 
out of the colleges, what do they find f Places of honour are not meant 
for them, because they belong to a slave country. They belong to a subject 
race. All places of profit and honour must first be given to the white 
bunjaueracy 7,000 miles away. They must be paid many times more than 
they could fairly demand or command in their own land. They must be 
provided with jobs when the country cannot stand even the barest taxation, 
at exorbitant salaries, which even the Finance Member was pleased to call 
the highest scales which exist in any country and with the continuing of 
wliich the Government of India can never prosper. They find that the 
best and noblest blood in the land with higher aspirations, demanding a 
national government in their own country, are terrorised and oppressed. 
They are kept in jails for periods undefined and even there, as we saw the 
otlier day, their liberty is being violated. They find that, whenever any 
measure of reform is given, it is never meant to be honest and effective. 
They find that the Legislatures are there, but that they can be easily over- 
ridden and laws made and passed, whether they are in session nr out of 
session. They find, above all, that as long as the foreign bureaucracy rules, 
they cannot fulfil any honourable ambition. With such things before them, 
with so slender prospects for the fulfilment of their life’s desire, with the 
ambition of public service, to be of utility to their community and their 
country all dashed to the ground by the ways and means adopted by the 
Government, they feel that the only way by which they can make India fit 
for the Indians, governed by the Indians and for the Indians, is, perhaps, 
to adopt meajsures which all countries, in such moments of national help- 
lessness, have been forced to adopt. I do not approve of those measures, 
far from it ; 1 do hold that they are misled, that violence should not be 
atiopted by human beings, because it implies a brutal nature of which 
our ci\ilization is incapable, but I may just explain what, I imagine, they 
feel and what leads them to do like that. They say that Great Britain 
did not give power, did not agree to self-government even in the case of 
taeir own kith and kin, even to people of their own blood and to their own 
children in the United States of America till they were actually beaten 
to the ground. They find that, in spite of those wonderful promises in 

L260LAD B 
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Parliament of Mr. Pitt regarding the United States and of Mr. Gladstone 
regarding Home Rule to Ireland, Great Britain would never part with 
power unless and until you force them to retire. As a result of those 
experiences, those histories which you teach them in the Universities in 
India, and much move in Cambridge and Oxford, where they read the 
books of i\Lazzini and other stalwart nationalists of their ovrn motherlands, 
they are forced to adopt measures which they themselves consider to be 
genuinely in the interests of their country, — ^not as the Press advises them, 
or as the leaders ask them to follow. Sir, some people, after studying ‘m 
the Indian Universities, afterwards proceed to the British Universities for 
higher education there. But on coming back, they find no .iobs, and 
further they find that the European must be paid double the salary, junst 
have sijeeial aliowances, in short must be fed fat at the expense of the 
Indian labourer who gets barely one meal a day, and who must jjrovide 
the European with all the luxuries of Simla, Naini Tal, Oootacamuiid and 
Darjeeling, and who must be bled white to the maximum limit that the 
modern machinery can extract from him. Sir, these are, I believe, tlie 
true causes of the terrorist movement, — not the Press, not even I think 
the gutter Press, because only a few of them could read the gutter Pjess. 
they are educated young men, and if they were to read the Siiitesman or Hie 
Englishman or the Times of India, and if those papers gave them tlie 
inspiration to sueh deeds, well they may be able to follow them. Wo only 
the other day read in that distinguished journal the “ Friend of India ” 
on page 9 of its issue! — because that is the most important page — that it 
wrote to tlie effect, '' Oh, well, if a Hindu kills a Muhammadan, the 
Muhammadan must retaliate, if Anglo-Indians are killed, and if they 
retaliate that is the only way to stop all this terrorism Sir, this is the 
sort of inspiration to be derived from these newspapers. I may say. Sir. 
that a British statesman who has twice filled the highest office uiitlor 
the Crown has condemned that Press as being irresponsible, as being a 
menace to the peaceful British rule in India and that gentleman has now 
recently been, with the common consent of all the different political parties 
in England, called upon to undertake the same onerous duties of holding 
the highest office under the Crown. Now, Sir, that statesman has put it in 
black and white on paper. Of course the customs authorities would not 
have permitted me in 1927 to bring that book to India, so I cannot give* the 
exact wording of it, but I have got it in my head, almo.st verbatim, what 
he put down in that book. Speaking about the Government of Indians 
attitude towards sedition, he said : 

“ Above all, it has sought to widen the scope of sedition until it shall includo 
everything that was not flattery.'' 

At that time he was talking of the Press Bill of 1910, which in a different 
form is being revived here : 

** It condemns as sedition the most innocent phraseology of nationalism, 
treats as dangerous political characters those who criticize its actions." 

It allows the Anglo-Indian Press day by day to write highly atrocioi^ 
articles against the children of the soil. While all that is allowed to be 
done with impunity, the reply to it given by the Indian Press is treated 
sedition, as stirring up racial enmity, as bringing Government into con- 
tempt ; and he says that Indian nationalism shall have to fight yet a hard 
battle to its freedom against the Anglo-Indian community and trie 
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{services. He means the British services, which cannot be expected to 
welcome the national spirit. Sir, even though we find writings in the 
Anglo-Indian Press being condemned by such a distinguished statesman of 
His Majesty ’s Government, we do not find, during the whole period of 
British rule in India, one singular example of an Anglo-Indian paper hav- 
ing been brought to book or its editor having been prosecuted. Every day 
it incites and writes articles which make our blood boil and make us feel 
that it cannot do this without the Government permitting it to do so, because 
the Indian Press, even the most moderate like the Hindustan Times can be 
called to book and asked to give security which afterwards the High Court 
declares as being unjustified. 

Sir, we are no^vv, they say, on the way to get reforms. The Press creates 
opinions and leads the opinion in the country. At this time Government 
cannot welcome the emanci})ation of this country from centuries of slavery. 
They cannot allow the national movement to go on. They know in their 
h* art of liearts that they are not prepared to give anything at the Round 
Table Conference and they know that that will lead again to a nation- 
wide struggle. So they are preparing to combat that struggle at the very 
beginning. It is not the terrorist movement that they want to stop. They 
want to cheek the national movement, which is coming to a head if the 
Tiidian demands are not met at the Round Table Conference. With that 
view they want to cheek the nationalist Press of India ; and I dare to pro- 
phesy tliat as soon as the Act is passed, the Advance and the Liberty will 
come under the guillotine perhaps on the first morning, the Hindustan 
Times in a week, the Hindu Herald and other papers like the Tribune and 
Leader will also follow, unless of course they themselves voluntarily adopt 
silence in matters of national importance. Sir, this Bill will not stop the 
terrorist movement. Let the Government follow the example of other 
countries which in such crises meet their emergencies. Let them send all 
the European troops back. I do not mean the officers. If Tve are not fit 
at present to officer the Army, at least our soldiers have proved themselves 
as well-fitted, and as good fighters on the battle-fields of Prance and 
Gallipolli as the soldiers of any other European country. Let that exjjendi- 
ture of five times that of the Indian soldier be stopped. Let Indians be 
given positions of honour and profit for which they are equally fitted, 
because w-hen we get qualified Indians there is no justification for keeping 
foreigners here. Reduce the scales of salaries which are as much as four 
times those of Japan, of Germany and of Prance and I think about 2^ 
times as much as the United States of America which is the creditor of all 
nations of Europe. With that curtailment of expenditure, with the 
encouragement of Indian industries and agriculture, with the man in the 
street being satisfied with his lot and having a decent living in the land 
fjf his birth, with the young educated Indians being given an opportunity 
to prove their worth and with the power of the Indian people over their own 
^‘xchequer, all this movement will naturally come to an end. Without these 
remedies, no Act, no ordinance, no repression by the police or the military 
^'ill be able to stop it. 

My Honourable friend, Chaudhury Lalchand, said, how man 3 ^ people 
J^now that a Press Act existed, that it was repealed and that it is again 
being introduced ? Is it because the people do not know anything about 

introduction of the Bill that it must be passed ? How naany people 
. ow that Chaudhury Lalchand has taken the place of that distinguished 

journalist Mr. K. C. Roy in this Asstembly ? Not ten men in a thousand 

* 
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will know that. All the intelligentsia of India, which leads the masses, 
knows that there was such an oppressive measure as the Press Act of 19]o! 
It know’S that when the representatives of the people got a majority in tlie 
Indian Legislature, they took away that black spot from the Statute-book. 
And now all the intelligentsia has come to know from the columns of the 
“ Friend of India ” that another far more oppressive measure is now on the 
threshold of being enacted into law, and that Chaudhury Lalchand will 
contribute bis quota to the making of it. Sir, when I was in England 
studying at the Bar, I used to hear from distinguished professors from 
Oxford and Cambridge, who used to lecture to us, that the only penal 
law of any eoiuitry, which is complete in everything and which comprises 
remedies for all unforeseen circumstances, is the Indian Penal Code. TJiat 
was the opinion of the most distinguished jurists of the well-known 
University of Oxford, and it was repeated on the floor of this House by 
the most eminent criminal lawyer of the Lahore High Court. Sir, the 
British jurisprudence laid it down that no person should be condemned 
unheard and that we must presume every one to be innoeent until Iho 
contrary was proved. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Did you not deposit the caution monej’^ at the time 
of adinission into the Inns of Court before you were called to the Bar ? 
And did you not furnish security or deposit Rs. 500 at the time of submit- 
ting your nomination for election to the Legislative Assembly ? 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : I think you are the only man from 
whom security should be demanded. 

Sir, this Bill provides that without being called upon to show cause 
why security should not be demanded, the Magistrate who is the agent 
of the bureaucracy and of the executive, which is a party in the case, should 
declare him to be guilty. Security should be demanded, and what is worse, 
when a new person starts a press and has not printed a word on a paf)er 
and has not perhaps put a paper in the machine, he must also be declared 
ipso facto to be guilty and must deposit security because the Magistrate 
asks him to do so. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : It is not “ must The 
Magistrate may demand security. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : Sir, from our experience of 150 years 
of British rule we have come to understand that “ may is always 
‘‘ must and “ will ” is always ‘‘ shall That is our experience and 
experience is better than theory. Sir, is it fair that a newcomer should 
have to dejiosit security at the sweet will of the Magistrate ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed • Why did you deposit the caution money before you 
were admitted in the Inns of Court and furnish security of 500 when 
you had submitted your nomination for election ? 

Mr. President : I wish that Honourable Members in possession of 
the House should not be interrupted. The discussion has proceeded at 
considerable length and very long speeches have been made. These 
ruptions have the effect of prolonging these speeches. I would specially 
ask Honourable Members not to interrupt speakers who are in possession 
of the House. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : Sir, when the Honourable the 
Member introduced the Bill on the 7th of this month, he said that t 
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heavens are falling and it must be passed immediately. Later he said the 
report of the Select Committee must be submitted by the 18th September, 
otlierwdse India will be ruined and the Government will cease to exist 
or to function. Three weeks have passed. Nothing — ^not even one in- 
cident has occurred. And wher.e is the hurry ? We are meeting again in 
November. Why cannot we in this one month, by executive order — if he 
agrees to do so — circulate the Bill for elieiting public opinion by 31st 
October and then along with the Finance Bill we can dispose of this 
measure within a short period ? Why should not the country have its say 
in the matter 1 Why should not the Local Governments, the judiciary and 
other bodies in the provinces be consulted 1 As Honourable Members have 
subwiitted, no such emergency or unforeseen or extraordinary thing has 
happened during these three weeks, and we can safely wait for another 
four weeks, end meanwhile let us have the opinion of the whole country 
before us, and with that material to assist us, the Home Member a!)d we 
(!tin co-operate together and make it law if the country and the Local Oov- 
erriments support it. There will be nothing to prevent us at that time 
passing it into law and four weeks is not too long a period to wait from 
the ex|)erience before us. With these few words, I support the motion 
made for circulation. 

Mr. G. 1. Griffiths (Bombay : European) ; I rise to oppose the 
amendment that we should circulate the Bill. 

Having carefully followed the debate preceeding the sending of the 
original Bill to the Select Committee, as also the report of that body, I 
feel I am now in a better position to urge the necessity of immediate 
acceptance of the new Bill upon my Honourable friends, the former 
Opposition. ‘‘ Former Opposition I rightly say in this case because I 
am sure that the majority of those who formerly opposed the Bill will uow 
support it, as they must be convinced of the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber’s genuine etforts to meet their desires which the toning down by the 
Select Committee proves. 

In considering those points raised by the Opposition, I would com- 
mend to their notice, the remarks of Mr. Ranga Iyer, wherein he stated 
that the platform was a worse offender than the Press, and I find that 
they have omitted to raise their voice against those platform orators who 
deliberately incite and eulogise murder by their scurrilous out-pourings. 
They have omitted to ask for the control of those who do equally as much 
damage by speech as by tbe pen. T feel sure they will support my con- 
tention that those, who eulogise murder and broadcast praise of anarchists, 
whether Iby Press or platform, should be appropriately dealt with. My 
Honourable friends of the Opposition have definitely shown their 
abhorrence of murder and anarchy, and I now appeal to them to assist 
In the unanimous passing of the new Press Bill, as redrafted by the 
Select Committee, and thereby to frustrate those who would bring chaos 
to the country by their writings. I would like to read' an extract from 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir’s speech as Chairman of the Reception Committee 
of the National Liberal Federation — ^just a small extract ; 

“No constitution which may give us a stable Self-Government will ever satisfy 
those who believe in the destruction of the existing order as a condition precedent to its 

reconstniction.” 

It is just an extract which bears out my contention. Further, I 
^ould like Honourable Members to add their voice to mine in urging 
Government to make an addition to the Penal Code, whereby those 
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making utterances eulogising murder may also be brought to book, a.s 
the removal of these two forms of diestruction will be the mea;ns of creat- 
ing that peaceful atmosphere so necessary to those leaders at the Round 
Table Conference who are at present working to ensure to India a happy 
future. 

Sir, as a new Member of this Honourable House, I want to feel that 
I am part of a body solely composed of sane, right-thinking men whose 
one aim i» the welfare of India, and it is only by supporting Government ^s 
efi^rts, such as this Press Bill, that the desired welfare can be assured. 
Sir, I again appeal to my Honourable friends to avoid the road to destruc- 
tion and concentrate on building up a sound future constitution for 
India. Prom the great number of amendments, it would appear that 
the whole structure of the Bill would fall, as it is suggested that the 
very foundation be removed, and this means that the emaciated skeleton 
which remains would be worse than useless. While I share the anxiety 
of Honourable Members opposite to clarify the Bill to the utmost extent 
so that no innocent paper can possibly come under its scope, I view 
with some concern one or two of the concessions which have been mado 
and fear they may make it easier for an offender to escape. In particular, 
there is the clause permitting a new paper to go on publishing for ten 
days before producing the recpiisite deposit. It seems to me that in the 
ease of mushroom newspapers which do spring up definitely for the pur- 
pose of inciting to violence and do not expect to have a long life, the 
clause as it now stands will permit a suspected person — ^n’^ho is in fact 
acting in bad faith — to start his newspaper, commit an offence, and di.s- 
appear with a view to repeating the performance elsewhere. Further 
I should like to feel sure the Government are satisfied that the abolition 
of a minimum fine in the first instance is justified and whether it would 
not be more satisfactory to keep the previous minimum of Rs. 5,000. It 
is obvious that the Bill as it now stands will not interfere with the liberty 
of the sane Press in India, but will only be operated against thase writers 
who are a menace to public safety. My Honourable friends opposite are 
quite convinced that what I have said is correct but, constituting the 
Opposition as they do, consider it their duty to oppose every move of 
Government whether it be right or wrong. Owing to so many days 
having been spent on this Bill; it has been found necessary to extend the 
period of the session, and if the pras and cons of all the amendiiients 
are launched, we shall be here until 1932. 

Therefore, Sir, in conclusion, I would earnestly request all wy 
Honourable friends to put nothing further in the way of bringing this 
session to a clowse, withdraw all wrecking amendments and pasj^ 

Press Bill so very necessary for the country’s good. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy (Burdwan and Presidency Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, T rise to intervene in the debate because 1 
liirf’ myself in the unfortunato position of differing from my Honourable 
friend. Mr. S. C. Mitra, who has moved an amendment for circulation of 
the Bill. T am anxious to clear my position because I cannot but oppos<^ 
this amendment. My task has been considerably lightened by 
Zulfiqar Ali Khan and the spoaker.s who followed him, and who have 
expressed their opposition to the amendment ; and T would not be aiding 
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and abetting in furthering the object of this dilatory motion by deliver- 
ing a long speech opposing this dilatory motion any further. 

1 wish to confine myself to the points raised by my Honourable friend, 

Mitra, and I shall briefly give my reasons for not supporting his 
inotion, although I should like very much to be always on the same side 
as himself, if for nothing else, for the sake of old associations of bygone 
(lays. I am thinking of the days when I had the honour of being a lecturer 
in law in the University of Calcutta and Mr. Mitra was a student of law 
attending niy Tagore law lectures. . . 


Mr. K. Ahmed : And I suppose you were working together when 
both of you were Swarajists. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : That was before the birth of my 
Honourable friend either as a lawyer or as a politician. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : 1 did not start my political life as a Swarajist. 


Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : My first reason is this. Referring to 
tiie ])revi()iis debates, I find in the proceedings of the 16th September a 
motion to the effect, That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
olicitiug opinion thereon by the 2ndf January 1932 I find that the 
motion on the Agenda Paper to-day moved by my Honourable friend 
Amar Nath Dutt and supported by Mr. Mitra runs as follows : “That 
the Bill /be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
end of December, 1931 The only difference I find is that, instead of the 
2nd of January, the date has been changed to the end of December. {An 
Ilonoiirahle Member: “Not December.’’) I gather from the speech 
of Mr. Mitra that he now suggests the end of October. But I was con- 
fining my attention to what appears in print, and I think that the dawn 
of Avisdom is due to the fact that the first of January is perhaps a public 
holiday, and instead of “ the 2nd January ” they put down, “ the end 
of December 1931 Perhaps as a result of the dawn of greater wisdom, 
the period is sliortened to “ the 31st October ” and I hope that at the 
end of the debate there will he a dawn of even much greater wisdom and 
that my friend Mr. Mitra will realise that it is in the mter^ts of the 
country and in the interests of those for whom he has laboured ^d 
suffered so much, and in the interests of the freedom of the Press that 
this dilatory motion should not be allowed to stand in the way of the 
consideration of the Bill. T find not only that there was a similar nmtion 
in similar terms debated on the 16th September, but that when the House 
divided on that motion and the motion was carried by a large majori^ 

73 against 31— in the list of those who defeated that dilatory motion 
prominent amongst the names of Honourable Members, ™ 
names of Sir Abdnr Rahim, Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Mr. Shah Nawaz 
the Leader and’ Deputy Leaders of the non-eommunal party to which my 
friend Mr. Mitra belongs and of which he is the moving spirit. 


My second reason for opposing his motion is that by a 
coincidence I chanced upon a paper— the list of questions for ™^®sday 
the 23rd September 1931 ; and there is a question, No. 918, put Dy ivir. 
Mitra which runs as follows : . . . ir i- 

“ Has the attention of Government been drawn to a senes of articles in t o vs im 
OvtlooJs of Lahore regarding the Indian State of Kashmir ? i, • '/v oa 

Have Government taken legal opinion or do thev ^ 

to whether these articles contravene the provisions of the P 
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Has the attention of Government been drawn to a series of articles and com- 
munications from special correspondents in the Statesman on the subject of the internal 
administration of Kashmir State and have they taken legal .opinion on those articles 
as to how far they are calculated to bring the administration of Kashmir into contempt 
and offend against the provisions of the Princes Protection Act f ” 

When I notice the zeal and enthusiasm of my Honourable friend', Mr. 
Mitra, who cannot be accused of eommunalism of any kind, belonging as 
he does to the Tnde])e!ident Party, which is noted for its non-communalism, 
I do not clearly understand the reason why he is so anxious about the 
protection of the Princes and so unmindful of the interests of British 
India. The reason put forward for the mobilisation of the forces of 

bureaucracy by putting into action the machinery of the Princes Protec- 

tion Act is the reason for my supporting the consideration of this Bill 
which is an emergent measure, the emergent character of which I do not 
think anybody in this House seriously questions. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, gave four reasons for his motion • 
he said he was opposed to the Bill on principle and on procedure. As 
regards the question of i)rinciple, I do not wish to detain the House by 

dwelling at any length on it. The principle of the Bill has been dis- 

cussed threadbare and the result of the delbate on the original Bill went 
to show that the principle of the Bill was accepted by a large majority 
when the motion for referring it to Select Committee was accepted by 
the House. As regards the procedure, I do not know what he means by it. 
The fates conspired with the Opposition, if not with the Assembly De- 
partment, to delay the passage of this Bill as much as possible, and! I 
do not see what further defect in the procedure of the Bill my Honour- 
able friend has discovered, so that he expects us to support his dilatory 
motion. 

He next says it is not a dilatory motion. I do not know what it is 
if it is not a dilatory motion. Then he asks, what would happen to the 
Statesman ? There have been constant references to the Anglo-Indian 
Press in the speeches both of Mr. Amar Nath Dutt — ^whom I could' not 
clearly hear and who did not appear to be in good form this morning — 
and from Mr. Mitra. If they are anxious to muzzle the Anglo-Indian 
Press, why do they then stand in the way of this Press Bill ? Once this 
Bill is passed into law, it will be a case of “ What is sauce for the goose 
is sauce for the gander If the Muslim Outlook offends against that 
Act, if the Statesman offends against the Act, then there will be good 
reasons for us to sav, “ Why do you make invidious distinctions ? Why 
do you let this * ‘ Friend of India ’ escape ? Why dk) you allow tliese 
enemies of India to go scot free ? 

Then he also mentioned the Round Table Conference as one of the 
reasons for postponing consideration of this Bill. But I should have 
thought that the fad that the Round Table Conference is now being held 
in England and the destinies of India are trembling in the balance should 
be a reason for every right-thinking Indian to appeal to the Indian Pi;^ss 
as well as to speakers on the platform to say nothing and do nothin? 
which will be considered as an incitement to murder or violence- 
That is no reason why, because the Round: Table Conference is sittiu? 
in London, the Press Bill should be postponed. 
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Then reference was made to the oft-repeated argument about the 
Penal Code. Mr. Ranga Iyer referred to the provisions of the criminal 
law on a previous occasion. My friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt also 
referred to the Indian Penal Code as the most perfect code which 
human ingenuity or human genius could devise and my friend 
Mr. Mitra also made frequent references to the provisions of the Penal 
Code as being adequate for the purpose. Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan, in the 
course of his speech, took us back to 1910 and he reminded the House 
that that great and distinguished lawyer. Lord Sinha (then Mr. Sinha), 
tlio then I jaw Member, had piloted the Press Bill of 1910, and that 
amongst the speakers in opposition were stalwarts like the lamented 
Mr. Gokhale andl Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu and the redoubtable Pandit 
Malaviya who, I am glad to say, is still with us. In spite of such able 
and distinguished gentlemen to oppose the measure then, the Bill was 
passed in Jess than a week. If I am not mistaken 

Sirdar Harbana Singh Brar : By the official majority. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : I could not hear the interruption. If 
the Honourable gentleman will kindly repeat the interruption, 
I would be able to make him understand* the exact position. 

Sirdar Harbana Singh Brar : I said it was passed by an official 
majority. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : I would refer the Honourable gentle- 
man to the proceedings on that occasion and also to the division list, 
Dud before he interrupts speakers who are more familiar with the sub- 
ject than himself, I think he should make sure of the facts and refresh 
lis memory. At any rate, whether that Bill was passed by an official 
majority or an official minority, the fact remains that that great and 
listinguished lawyer, that eminent patriot, who was also President of 
:he Indian National Congress, whose memory is held in great esteem 
md respect by all Indians, especially by the people of Bengal, in hie 
nasterly speech gave cogent and unanswerable reasons for the passage 
that Bill on that occasion. Sir, if the situation was grave in 1910, 
t is much graver to-day. If there was need for a Press Act in 1910, 
he need is much greater to-day. Ilis legal genius did’not fail to meet 
his old argument of the Indian Pejial Code. IIc had given there in his 
'Peech facts and figures and also the sections under which Government 
?ould have proceeded against the offenders against the law, section 108 
md the sedition section, and he further gave the reasons as to why 
government should not have resort to those sections. He also stated 
that as legal adviser to the Government, as a Standing Counsel and as 
Advocate General of Bengal he liad to go through hundreds of thousands of 
papers of cases before prosecution was launched, and on many an occasion he 
lad to advise Government not to prosecute the offenders for the simple reason 
hat for some technical flaw or other the prosecution might fail and the 
object of the prosecution would be defeated. Do we not know that often 
imes after long drawn out proceedings, the cases end in acquittal ? 
fhat was the view of Lord Sinha in 1910, when the methods of hunger 
strike and hartals and processions in honour of murderers and anarchists 

not known to the Indian public. Do you want that^ instead of 
laving recourse to a preventive measure like the Press Bill for muzzling 
^ offending Press, we should nave recourse to criminal proceedings, and 
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defeat the very object which the Press Bill seeks to achieve ? There was 
a reference made to tlie Goonda Act by my friend Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I did not refer to the Goonda Act at all. 
I mentioned! the word goondas. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : All right, that has reminded me of a 
Persian proverb : 

An ra M hisah pdk ast, 

Az muhasaba chi hale,** 

One whose account is clear, need not be afraid of any audit.’’ The 
Goonda Act, I know, — perhaps my friend Mr. Mitra was also a member 
of the Bengal Legislative Council at the time, but I am not quite sure,— 
had many opponents. In any case many Honourable gentlemen cliain- 
pioned the cause of the goondas when the Goondia Bill was being debated 
in the Bengal Legislative Council, though no gentleman need have been 
afraid of the Goonda Act. It is only the gutter Press which need be 
afraid of the Press Bill even as the goondas alone need be afraid of the 
Goonda Act. With these words. Sir, I oppose the motion for circula- 
tion. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty Minutes to 
Three of the Clock. 


The Assembly then re-assembled after Lunch at Twenty Minutts 
to Three of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Dr. B. D. Dalai (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, I rise to oppose the 
amendment moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt that 
the Press Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the end of 
December 1931 ; and I propose to occupy the attention of the House for 
only a few minutes. 

I associate myself whole-heartedly with the remarks that have fallen 
from the Honourable the Home Member. Sir, I consider that the Press 
Bill which is now before the House has been overdue, and I trust that 
nothing will be done to delay the measure any further. The questions 
that occur to my mind are these : Is there any urgent necessity for this 
Bill — the Bill to provide against the publication of material inciting to 
or encouraging murder or violence ? Is this measure required by the 
circumstances ? 

Sir, if we study the statement of terrorist crime, and I may state m 
passing that personally I have made a close study of terrorist crimes since 
the 1st July 1909, wherA a foolish, ill-balanced, impressionable, ungratotn 
youth by name Madanlal Dhingra shot dead that great gentleman. 
Colonel Sir William Curzon Wyllie, Political A. D. C. to the ff} 
Honoisrable the Secretary of State for India, and Dr. Kavas Kharshe^^ 
Lalkaka, a distinguished Parsi Doctor practising at Shanghai, at t 
soiree of the National Indian Association at the Imperial Institii^ 
London, — I used the word ungrateful because Sir William Curzon W.V ^ 
had many a time given a helping hand to Dhingra — I again 
we study the list of terrorist crimes, we find and I for one consider 
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it is a disgraceful record. This record has dis%ured the {page of Indian 
history, and has tarnished the fair fame of India. Mr. President, the re- 
cord is one which can reflect nothing but shame upon our country and 
her people. Sir, I repeat that if we study the list of terrorist crimes, if 
further study the leaflets and extracts from newspaper articles re- 
lating to incitement to terrorist crime or to the adulation and l£tudation 
of those concerned in such crime, further if we take into consideration 
three important points- — (a) the emergency character of the legislation — 
in the Bill that is now before the House the duration of the Act has been 
limited to two years. Personally I think the Act should be in force 
for three years, or I fear it will impair the effectiveness of the measure. 
In this connection I cannot help expressing my high appreciation of 
the accommodating spirit displayed by the Honourable the Home Member, 
(6) the restricted nature of the legislation — this Bill deals only with in- 
citement to and praise of murder ; it does not restrict just and fair con- 
stitutional political discussions in any way ; it does not militate in any 
way against the principles of the freedom and liberty of the Press, M 
the principle of the Bill has received support from leaders of public 
opinion such as Mr. Gandhi, furthermore if we take into consideration 
the important fact that the cult of murder has been on the increase most 
intensively since the Press Ordinance was withdrawn, and there can be 
no doubt that extolling a murder — ^the elevation of cowardly murder 
to the plane of heroism, and the description of the execution of the mur- 
derer as martyrdom has had and is still having an enormous effect in 
inciting immature minds to follow the example of the so-called patriots — 
then. Sir, I respectfully submit that every sensible, reasonable, and 
right-thinking person will agree with me that these weighty considera- 
tions prove the urgent necessity for the Bill and establish its justifica- 
tion. 


Now, Mr. President, with your permission, I shall refer to one case 
only, and that is the bomb explosion in the Legislative Assembly Build- 
ing at New Delhi. This dastardly outrage wa,s perpetrated on the 8th 
April 1929, and several Honourable Members present here were com- 
pelled to witness it. In this connection may I be allowed to strike a 
personal chord ? My cousin, Sardar Sir Bomanji Dalai was seriously 
injured as a result of that bomb explosion. Sir, I shall be the last 
man to indulge in hyperboles, but I can truthfully state that as a result 
of that injury and shock his nervous system has been shattered and 
he has become a martyr to insomnia — ^in short he has been keeping very 
indifferent health indeed. Holding strongly as I do the view that this 
measure will have a powerful deterrent influence, and in view of what 
has happened to my family, I welcome this: measure with much gratifica- 
tion ; and I am sure the Honourable House will readily appreciate and 
realise my anxiety for the passing of this Bill, for I am convinced that 
the idea of that Delhi bomb explosion was nurtured as a result of sedi- 
tious writings. 

Now, Sir, with your permission I shall state how seditious writings 
^come disseminated in Rural Areas. I was a Member of the Public 
Bealth Department in the Bombay Presidency, and* one of my duties 
Was to carry on rat-destruction as a measure against plague ; so after 
oinner from 9 to 11 o’clock in the night I had to supervise the laying 
Of rat-poison baits in the houses of villagers. During those rounds many 
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a time I saw large numbers of villagers assembled in the open air, or at 
the village school, or even at the village chavadiy and to those crowds 
newspaper articles were read by some one of the audience, and thi‘y 
were criticised. I need hardly point out that at those meetings disaffection 
against the British Raj was fostered, and I need hardly add that sedi- 
tious writings are the poisonous seed, which must sometimes fall upon 
the soil of immature or discontented minds, and that from such root in 
due coiir'^e springs the impulse which drives human beings to ruthless and 
shameless crime, and invests it with the false halo of self-sacrifice. 

Now, Sir, I wish to urge one important point and I have done. On 
the nth April 1929 the Legislative Assembly unanimously, witli one 
mind, with one voice, adopted a motion condemning unreservedly das- 
tardly outrages and murders, and assuring Government of its full sup- 
port in such stringent and drastic steps as might be necessary to prevent 
a recurrence of diabolical and dastardly crime. Now the time has come, 
the opportunity has arisen, and I sincerely hope that the House will 
rise to the occasion as one man. In eonclusion I earnestly and with all 
the force and conviction of which I am capable appeal to all Honourable 
Members to lay aside opposition for opposition sake in a matter that is 
so close to the heart of every one, and to give unanimous support to 
Government in the passing of this measure, which in my opinion is 
urgently needed and is absolutely necessary for the safety of the public 
and for the betterment of the youth in India. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur (North Madras : Muham- 
madan) : I am afraid I cannot support the amendment which my Honour- 
able friend Mr. Amar Nath Dutt has moved this morning. No doubt 
he related a number of instances in support of the view that the Bill 
before us ought to be circulated and that it can be circulated in the 
Delhi session early in November. I ask has not the Bill been referred 
to a Select Committee already and are we not traversing the very same 
ground again ? This point about circulation for public opinion was 
raised in this very House and it was decided by a majority of votes that 
it should be referred to a Select Committee. The delay in taking up this 
Bill is due to an oversight on the part of a clerk in the Assembly De- 
partment, and I would be as liable to make this mistake, if I were in. his 
position, as any one else. It was an oversight after all. The Bill with- 
drawn and the Bill which has been introduced are exactly the same, 
with the exception of one section at the end. The title, the docket and 
the first page are the same, with the exception of that one section. That 
is a digression anyhow. But for the oversight of the clerk, this Bill 
would not have come up for discussion in. the way it has done just now. 
If advantage is taken of that oversight for traversing the very same 
ground and asking the House to refer the Bill for eliciting public opinion, 

I think it will be wasting the time of the House. After reading the re- 
port of the Select Committee, I find that the amendments made there 
are all that one could desire. Being of that opinion, I think I may he 
permitted to say that much of the time of the House is wasted by carry- 
ing on this discussion on a question which has been already dealt with 
the House.- I would say that this Bill be not circulated for public opinjon 
and that it may be referred to a Select Committee. If there are any dim* 
culties in forming a committee, that is the look out of my Honourable 
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friend Sir James Crerar, but to offer opposition at this stage and to 
gnggest that it should be circulated for opinion, is, if you will permit 
ine^ to say so, wasting the time of the House. 

BIr. President : Will the Honourable Member contribute towards 
that end by curtailing his observations ? 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : I shall be very brief, Sir. 
With regard to the propaganda of the nature that is still being carried 
on and that has been carried on in the Press, which is responsible for a 
great majority of the terrorist crimes with which no one has the least 
sympathy, those who incite to these crimes ought to be put down with a 
jiigli hand. My friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, has moved that this Bill 
be circulated. Does he really feel that there is no nrgeiit necessity for 
placing a measure like this on the Statute-book ? I think there is every 
necessity and the speedier the desired action is taken the better. My 
friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, gave expression to his feelings that he 
would prefer the Bill being circulated for eliciting public opinion. 
When my Honourable friend said that, did his head and his heart go 
the same way ? Does he not feel that there is a real necessity for a 
stritute of this kind ? Does he not feel that the earlier action is taken 
the better for the interests of India ? I ask that question of my Honour- 
able friend, l\Ir. Amar Nath Dutt, as I feel that this Bill should be placed 
on the Statute-book as early as possible. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; I am 
conscious that the issue now is whether the Bill should be circulated or 
not. I shall restrict myself to that issue alone and explain myself in a 
few words. I shall also make a few observations by way of reply to 
some of the points raised by some of the Members to-day. The main 
objection has been taken by the Honourable Member vrho spoke just now. 
He said that this Bill has passed through the Select Committee and that 
therefore there is no necessity for circulation. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : My point was that the 
motion for circulation was defeated in this House. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : That is all the more reason for sending it 
to the public. You all know that this Bill was introduced at the last 
Delhi session, and it was done without asking for public opinion. It 
was a Bill about which the journalists in India, Indian and also some 
Europeans, wanted that it should be proceeded with cautiously. I sub- 
mit it was not done. The Bill had its own fate. In this session the 
Home Member withdrew it and introduced a new Bill. When introduc- 
ing a new Bill, public opinion ought to have been invited. Is this not flout- 
mg public opinion ? Is this not neglecting the principle of law that 
no legislation should be passed without inviting public opinion ? I was 
sorry to hoar the Honourable Sirdar Harbans Singh making a reference 
■to ‘‘ Mr. Lalchand having said that there are no persons outside this 
house to make a useful comment on the Press Bill. I was really astounded^ 
fo hear of such a statement having been made by me but the Honourable 
Mombor should have named Eai Bahadur Chaudhury Lalchand as the 
^ntlior of such a statement. (Laughter.) He said, ‘‘ Who are the 
I^rsons who are in a position to understand this Bill or rather to give 
their opinions thereon ? *’. I really wonder. Sir, at such a statement. Is 
the country devoid of able journalists and men of culture able to give 
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sound o}>inionb. The Rai Bahadur condemns them, but, Sir, you inuat 
hear them ; you are not hearing them ; and yet you say that they woui^ 
be unable to consider it ! It is not only the journalists but those wlio 
read, those who contribute to the papers, are all being affected, and 
therefore they should be consulted. So I say that the mere fact of 
having referred this Bill to a Select Committee would not do away with 
the necessity of consulting public opinion at large which the country 
recjuij'es ; and it is no use saying that the public should not be consultefi. 
Now the main issue reduces itself to this, whether there is going lo 
happen anything so dajjgerous tliat you cannot wait for a month or two 
before this Bill is passed. I ask, why not wait for a inontli ? A Bill 
like the Finance Bill has waited till November ; why not this legislatiou 
also till tlicn s ]\ry Honourable friend, Rai Bahadur Chaudhury Lalchand 
said, “ Oh, it must be passed immediately, otherwise there is 
danger Sir, 1 was wondering what was happening outside. Perhaps 
the Honourable Member was in danger himself personally and therefore 
he wanted the Bill to pass immediately without public opinion being 
elicited. My humble submission is this,, that in connection with this 
Bill you have to consider both the Indian as well as the English Press:. 
Now we know that the Indian Press is very anxious to see that this Bill 
is not passed. Sir, it was said the other day by the Honourable Sir C. 1*. 
Ramaswami Aiyar, that if this Bill is passed, then the English Press, if 
it offends against the Bill, will also be proceeded against. My reply to 
the Honourable Member is that he is only one in the Executive Govern- 
ment, and Ids voice, on the question of the prosecution of a member of 
the English Press, would be very feeble among his other colleagues who 
would be all against him. Therefore, Sir, I would submit that his as- 
surance to us is really no assurance at all. We know the past histoiy 
in this matter, viz,, that the English Press has never been touched. Now 
many Honourable Members have to-day pointed out the tone and spirit 
of the English papers as to how they are inflaming class animosities and 
passions, but not a single Anger is raised against them. I would submit 
therefore that the Indian Press is very rightly nervous over this, and 
they should be consulted. What will be lost. Sir, if they are consulted 
Nothing. Pass this Bill, Sir, if you will, but not only with the opinion 
of some Members here, but with the opinion of the country at large and 
I am not asking anything more. I submit that by waiting till the 
November session nothing will really be lost. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Pyzabad Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I had thought that this hydra-headed Bdl, 
which has now emerged again from Select Committee, would conu' oiit 
with at any rate most of its heads cut off, but what do I find to-day ^ I 
find several defects, which existed in the first Bill, not only not taken away 
but many of them reincorporated. The greatest defect which in this fidl 
appears to me is as regards the High Courtis powers. These have been 
taken away with one stroke of the pen by the Honourable the 
Member. Sir, it can be easily said that this Bill was revise<l nX 
the Select Committee and I am not at ajl sorry ; rather to 
certain extent I am glad, that some of those patriotic members 
Select Committee who had the honour to sit on that Committee hav 
appended a note of dissent to the report on the Bill, and the country 
now judge who are the patriots and who the non-patriots (Hear, nea )• 
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Sir, so far, Acts or Regulations or Ordinances have not been able to 
gll(,w any Orovernment to stop terrorist movements. Nor, would it be 
right to label all crimes from the beginning of British rule as due to the 
press, or to attribute all those crimes to the Press, as some of my Honour- 
able friends on the other side have to a certain extent done. As well as it 
would not be right to justify the present measure simply because from the 
times of the East Indian Company, some misguided youths did something 
towards some of the British people or towards the organized form of gov- 
ernment. Sir, it is said very light-heartedly that they have in this Bill 
some principle and as I find that the common law of England has gene- 
rally been quoted in this House ; so I will now quote the great Magna 
Charta of the English people themselves, and 1 refer to clause 29 of that 
Charter, which runs thus : 

“No free man shall be taken or imprisoned or disseized of his property, outlawed 
or exiled, nor in any way hurt, nor shall the King forcibly enter or pass upon him, 
unless by the judgment of his peers or by the law of the land.’' 

Now, if the jirinciple underlying that Magna Charta is to be observed for 
the I3ritish it onglit to be observed for Indians as well, since as one of iny 
Honourable friends to-day said, what is good for the gander should be 
good for the goose also. So my submission is that the principle under- 
lying that Magna Charta should be followed by our rulers who have the 
fortune of India in their hands (Hear, hear) ; and if they do not follow 
that ])rinciple, it is very likely that the state of affairs will go from bad 
to worse in this country. Sir, there is another principle underlying my 
opposition and it is this, that the power of the High Courts has been 
altogether taken away. I would refer. Sir, to section 491 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, also to section 439 and section 350-B ; and I would sub- 
mit that all the powers that were vested in the High Court under those 
sections have been done away with by this unjustifiable Bill of the Gov- 
ernment. The High Courts have powers of revision, of appeal and of 
writs of Habeas Corpus, and these have all been taken away by one stroke 
of the pen ! Therefore my submission is that we are justified in asking 
this House to allow the circulation of this Bill so that we may know what 
the oj)inioiis of the Iligli Courts would b.e on the Bill when their powers 
are proposed to be so much curtailed and taken away. 

Sir, again, you are going to judge and prejudge the Press which, 
without committing any sin, without committing any otfence, will be in 
the clutches of a Magistrate. One of my friends on the other side, refer- 
ring to Mr. Ranga Iyer's speech, said that a speaker should also come 
under the cl^tches of the Press Act, and he referred to some particular 
speech. If that is the interpretation of the word violence ” according 
to the Honourable friend on the other side, and if that same \uew is taken 
by the Magistrates in India, then no body will be safe and no Press will 
remain out of the clutches of this Press Bill. Some remarks were also 
niadte about the leaders of parties. It is all very good for those people who 
have no leaders or who assume the role of leaders without any party be- 
hind them, to blame the leaders of parties. But that is no argument. 
^Iso, it is said that the young people in India are misgiiided by Press 
writings. My submission is that these young people imbibe their ideas 
of freedom from the books that they read in the college and university 
libraries where they read Rousseau's w^ritings and other revolutionary 
books. Perhaps the next step which this Government is going to take will 
to stop the reading of that literature even in the colleges and univer- 
sities. Without stopping that, it will not be possible to stop this present 
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movement in India. I therefore submit that the Bill ought to go for 
circulation. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency Division : Non-Muhammadan 
llural) : Sir, I rise to support the motion movedi by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Amar Natli Dutt, and in doing so I should like, with your permission 
to make a few observations on this much-debated and much-debatable Bill 
from the Hindu point of view, so far as the genesis of the present trouble 
is concerned. Sir, the Government of India and the Local GovernnKuits 
are never tired of telling us, in season and out of season, that our youn^ 
men have gone wrong. I do admit that there is some truth in it, but may 
I ask who is to blame for this ? We on our side would like to level a 
charge against Government with equal force that it is they who have si)oilt 
our young men. Sii*, the Hindu instinct is naturally against murder oi* 
violence. The Hindu conception of the King is that he is a great divinity 
in liuman fo.’m. Manu, the great law-giver of the Hindus, says : 

Moliati devata hyesha nara-rnpena tishthati.'* 

Who is it that has been instrumental in the abandonment of that 
principle ? T should say that it is the Government who have been so. Ii 
is the unsympathetic rule of the present system of Government that has 
brought about a change in the mentality of our young men. It is the ii.- 
human rule of the present system that has exasperated the feelings oi! tlie 
young boys. Sir, we Hindus are advocates of the law of karma : 

** Ahashyameba hhoktabyam krita-karma shubha'Shubham,^ * 

“ Mai) is bound tp reap the consequences of his own actions (and of liis 
deeds).’* 

I am afraid Government are now reaping the consequences of their 
past deeds. Let them take stock of their past actions. Let them remem- 
ber the atrocities committed at Jallianwalla Bagh ; let them remember the 
policy adopted during the riots at Dacca, at Chittagong, at Cawnpore. Let 
them judge their conduct at Hijli and similar other camps ; let them 
remember how the regulation lathis of the police broke the heads of our 
men, of our women and of our children. The present political unrest is 
the outcome of such unsympathetic and inhuman rule on the part of Gov- 
ernment. Sir, I am afraid that. Press Bill or no Press Bill, the political 
unrest must be there in some shape or other. If the Bill is not passed, the 
misguided young men — I am glad their number is very few — will go their 
way openly, and if it is passed, they will go on secretly — ^if I am peviiutted 
to speak out my mind. I would advise the Government to try their best 
to undo the effects of their past actions as much as possible. I would 
advise them to pursue a sympathetic policy now, — it is not yet too late. 
The whole system must be overhauled. How can you gag the months ot 
the young me^i in this way ? You have already filled them with explosives 
and now you wish to gag their mouths. The result will be disastrous. 
They are bound to burst and not only burst, but burst into a flame whicfi 
may consume the entire fabric. So, my submission is that the Govern- 
ment should not pass this Bill just now, at least not before the deliberation 
of the Round Table Conference are over. Sir, the existing sections of tn 
Indian Penal Code are wide enough to cover all extreme cases, i 
the good of creating further discontent in the country t Sir, theirs is n 
the true diagnosis. They are troubling themselves with the outwa 
symptoms only without an eye to the root-cause of the disease. 
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proper treatment is being attempted in London and if the proper medi- 
cine is administered, I am sure the situation will be improved, otherwise 
not. With these few words I beg to support the amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
end of December, 1931.’’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, 1 beg to move : 

“ I'hat the Bill which has been introduced this morning be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of the following members : — Bir Hari Singh Gour, Sir Abdur 
Baliiiu, Mr. B. R. Puri, Mr. Ranga Iyer, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, Mr. S. C. Mitra, 
Mr. Lalchaud Navalrai, Mr. G. Morgan, Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan and the Honour- 
able Sir James Crerar.” 

Honourable Members : The Mover. 

Mt. Amar Nath Dutt : And the Mover if you like. I did not name 
myself because I am told that, when my name was suggested for the 
Select Committee, Sir James Crerar thought that I would be very trouble- 
some. And five Members to form a quorum. 

In moving my amendment, I will not imitate the manner of the Saint 
of Ava Lodge. I shall not imitate his ways. The Bill which has been 
introduced this morning contains provisions for the demand of security 
by Magistrates before giving notice, which is pronouncing a verdict before 
hearing the accused. That being so, it places the Press under the mercy 
of an executive oflScer, and we know of what material these executive 
officers are made. Sir, this morning I had to say many things about this 
Bill and in the discussion that followed I heard several things which did 
not convince me and many of my friends on this side of the House. No 
sensible argument, far less any reasonable argument has been adduced by 
any one of those speakers who opposed my motion. I wish to take one by 
one the arguments of Members who want to have this Bill expedited within 
the course of two or three days. Sir, the first argument came from one 
of the veteran legislators who was not only in this House since the very 
beginning of this Assembly, but also in the counter-part of this House 
which existed in this country before the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms. 
He went so far back as the year 1910. I presume that that year has been 
taken as the standard of all Press Acts. What those veteran legislators, 
who were at that time in the Imperial Legislative Council — and my friendl 
has brought in certain names — did, whether they supported the Press Act 
or opposed it, my friend with good grace does not state. Then again he 
has introduced the name of an eminent jurist of my province who happened 
to be the first Indian Law Member, and thereby he wanted to silence all 
opposition. In all his arguments he forgot one thing, that is. that that 
eminent jurist was no other than a servant of the bureaucracy and he haa 
no option whatsoever but to act according to the dictates of that body. I 
niay also tell my Honourable friend that the ways in which the bureaucracy 
Wanted that its members should act compelled that eminent jurist to leave 
his office, a coveted office to many. Not only that, the same thing com- 
pelled him to leave the Governor’s gad^ of a province. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : But how do you know that that was the reasoj^, 
Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : When I say that, I think Honourably Mem- 
bers who have any grain of common sense will accept my statement as 

L260LAD C 
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correct and true. 'All that T can say is that either they do not care to 
understand or they do not know the truth. Of course, I know all these 
things will not be liked by my Honourable friend, Sir James Crerar. Then 
again there was one gentleman from the Punjab who happens to occui)y one 
seat for which 1 at least amongst many on this side had great reverence. 
He has quoted from a particular new'spaper showing a model on Avhich 
journalism is to be conducted*. I am not aware of any country where 
journalism has to be conducted under the guidance of the Government. 
It will bo a nice arrangement, in fact a paradise, for the Governors to jive 
in, where there is no criticism. More than once reference has been made 
to the statements of a particular newspaper and every one know-s tliMt that 
kind of paper is the one that Government wants and cherishes. 

Now, in all these arguments you have missed one point : you want to 
suppress tlie Press because it incites to murder. I am yet to learn that. 
Not one individual on the side of the Govern nieiit or tlieir sup])orters or 
their henchmen have attempted to ])rove that the w’^ritings in the Press 
gave rise to all these murders or rather owing to the writings of the Press 
all these murders wore committed. Tt has not b'eoii [proved as cause and 
eifect. So long as tliat is not proved, T think I can dis-miss in one word 
all the arguments about tliis Press Act, namely, that so long as you do not 
prove that the writings or so-called incitements to violence in the Press 
have provoked one young man to murder, y(nn* case fails. Look to the 
recent murders, look to the murders to which roferonce was made long 
before. T am not aware of any evidence which has over been ])ro(liiced 
by any Public Prosecutor, or for the matter of that by any one responsible 
for the conduct of the prosecution, in which evidence was given that 
young man read this newspaper and by reading that ])aper he at once took 
a pistol and went to shoot and murder so and so. If that happens, I warn 
Sir James Crerar, however, great a sndhu he ma}- be and not a bogus smlhi, 
like myself, that he and a thousand and one like himself will not bo able 
to prevent murders like that. This is not the way. Go to the root cause 
of sedition in the country. What is that ? That is your attitude. That 
is your way of doing things ; that is your administration and your rule. 
Toil cannot deny that it is an alien rule, and one cannot be so hypocritical 
as to say, We want alien rule and we love alien rule It vdll be sheer 
hypocrisy to say that. You also know that and that these henchmen of 
yours who support you with their votes and speeches do so for their own 
purposes. That is not the class of men upon whom, if you want to remain 
here, you should depend. T can warn you 

Mr. President : Order, order : the Honourable Member must address 
the Chair. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : T am addressing the Govornineut through 
you, Sir. so that what T say may be conveyed to those who arc respon- 
■sible for all the misdeeds of the present Government : and because it is 
an unpleasant task at times I do not address you, Sir, direct : ^ 

duty I owe to myself and to my constituency compels me to say thes 
things. Sir, look to the ways of the bureaucracy. The more people ^ 
fcetting disturbed, annoyed and even displeased, the further you go 
displease them all the more and get them convicted on the 
men with* perjured’ evidence and bring about dissatisfaction in the la 
There has been a reference to 1910. I can go back to the 
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From the platform of the Lucknow Congress a member of that heaven- 
bora service — not the Lucknow Congress which the Honourable the Law 
Member attended, but the one which 1 attended for the first time as 
a delegate a member of that heaven-born service, Mr. Komesh Chunder 
Dutt, gave you the warning, Do not drive sedition underground I 
give you that warning again 32 years after. Do not drive sedition 
underground If you take to these methods, 1 lell you the wliole country 
vilij' be ablfK":!; and no oni* will be able to protect you. You want to 
deprive a few press [iroprietors of their living ; are they really guilty ? 
Do you believe in your hearl of hearts that these writings here are the 
cause ? — and I have gone through the entire book and 1 do not find 
any such Ihing in it which can prom])t any one to commit nninler. I 
tell you honestly 1 do not find any incitement to violence in the pam- 
phlets given to us. 

An Honourable Member : Do you linow how to shoot ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I know, but I do not. 1 perused every line 
of these pages, but the speeiinens wliicli i read have had no (‘tfect on 
mo at all. 

Then ag:ain it has been said that murderers and martyrdom should 
not be praised. There I join issue with the Honourable the Home Menfoer 
and “ We may not approve of the deed, but should we not approve 
of the courage ?’’ We do not approve o!' Lord (Tlive for Torging, but 
should W(‘ not say that Lord Clive was a great bcuel'acfor of your race ? 
We do not thereby a])plaud forgery or the methods by which you won 
India. 

We have heard arguments in this matter on the side of the Govern- 
ment, which really begged tiie whole question. They have assumed 
that by these writings there are murders. Bui up till uoav not even the 
great Sadhu of Ava Lodge has placed before us that these writings liave 
led to a single murder. Probably he wants that we should respect his 
religious vicus more than my friend, Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen. But 
he has not slu.nvn a single instance from this book -and J take it that 
this book contains the worst type of writings to which he refers — and 
I shall be very much obliged if be can show fi’om these writings that 
they are the cause of any murder. I find a whole drama has been 
translated. Remember that from 1857 up till 1931, it is no less than 
74 years, in those days T remomber one of our greatest poets wdieii he 
sang of India \s freedom — Hem Chander Banner jea — he feared a pro- 
secution because he composed a patriotic poem. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : Did he not get a C. 1. B. for his poetry t 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : T cannot hear yon, you say I am not audible, 
hut you are not audible at all here. 

Sir Abdullah Suhrawardy : Did he not get a Companionship of the 
Indian Empire f 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : No, certainly not. Hem Chander Bannerjea 

not a Companion of the Indian Empire. Sir, he never cared 
w a ribbon to stick to his coat or a title. My friend who graduated 
in the same year as I did,— I have looked in to the calendar and veri- 
yeai^cannot claim more years than myself, I mean in the year 
md Honourable Member : That memorable year yes, that 
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inemorable year, — probably he has been misinformed by some gentle, 
man that the Late Babu Hem Chandcr Bannerjea was a C.T.B. Cor- 
tainly Poet Hem Chander Bannerjea was not a C.I.E., but that is not 
to our present purpose. He wrote these lines 

Mr. President : May I again draw the attention of the Honourable 

Member to the fact that he is moving an amendment that the Bill be 

referred to a Select Committee. As far as I have been able to follow iiis 

speech, it has been against the motion for consideration. The Honour, 

able Member has not yet said a word in support of his amendment to r(?fer 
the Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I am trying to show that the Bill iuis been 
badly drafted, and that it requires thorough overhauling, and that can 
be done by the appointment of a Select Committee. T certainly feel that 1 
should be as brief as possible, but I can only express what comes to my 
mind, and you will kindly excuse me for it. 

Sir, it has been said that this praise of murderers and anarchists 
can be slopped by the passing of the present measure. Certainly yon 
can stop WTitings in the Press, but do not kill the spirit of patriotism 
and tlie love of the motherland. That is my principal objection. In 
fact the Bill requires to be overhauled in such a way that such writings 
may not be stopped or handicapped. 

Then again my objection to the provisions of the Bill is that it 
places more faith upon executive fiat than upon judicial order. As 
I have already explained, we have no faith in the executive of the land 
and that being so, no power should be given to the executive, but it 
should be given to the judiciary. 

Then my friend Mr. Griffiths was pleased to ask us to withdraw 
all amendments. I would have gladly responded to his invitation only 
if this Bill had been properly drafted so as not to require any over- 
hauling. That being so, I submit that Mr. Griffiths will excuse us if 
we cannot accede to his request. 

Then a reference was made to a Bill having been passed in less than 
three days. Tf Bills are passed in less than three days, is that a criterion 
for one to exercise his vote ? Are we to accept such an incident as our 
guide ? T submit avc can not. 

I shall not (mdeavoiir to traverse the unhappy incident to wliicli njy 
friend Dr. Dalai made a reference in bis speech ; we are all aware of tin* 
facts, but I may be permitted to point out that a reference to 1h^i> 
incident was wholly irrelevant . to the present case, because the motion 
at that time was for consideration, and now the motion is for refciTin? 
the Bill to a Select Committee. 

I regret very much that my friend Mr. Muazzam Sahib Bahadur was 
also not with me before, but I am sure that he will be with me head 
heart on this motion; He has of course attributed to me some diplomacy 
which I do not deserve, still I accept what he has said. 

Then I entirely sympathise with my friend Pandit Satyendra Nath 
Sen who quoted from Manu and told the House what the virtues of a 
King should he. <?ome friend of mine also referred tb the virtue or 
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Britishers. Both those references are out of place on the present occasion. 
The Britishers you see here are not the Britishers of whom we read in 
history, and the King to whom my friend referred, is not available so 
long as these Britishers are between us and the Chair. (Laughter.) 
Therefore, I ask why attempt to take away the bread of the press pro- 
prietors ? Have the provisions in the Bill, but have it recast in such a 
^vay that your real purpose is served. What is your real purpose ? 
j^onie gentleman has given us the clue, and that is, that as soon as 
Mahatma Gandhi comes back to this country and there is a renewal of 
the civil disobedience movement, you want to arr(*st the spread of the 
movement by the use of the i)owers which you wish to take ‘hy means of 
file measure which is now before the House. All right, you Inul better 
have it, because we know that for the next few years tliat are lefi to many 
oF us on this side, vre will not linve peace. We will mn eni sc yon. but we 
only pity you. {An Hanovrahlc Member : ‘‘ Address the Chair ”.) As I 
was saying. Sir, 1 submit if yon want to control |)ves.s(‘s. you may do so by 
nroperly drafting tlie Bill. T shall just read a few linos, and ask the opposite 
ilenches whether tliey will or they will not prosecute under the provisions 
of file Bill as it is, a press in which one of the oiu^t sacred books or th ' 
Jlijidus is printed, and that book is no less than the Blirgwat Gita. These 

are the lines 

** llato bn, prnpsasi •Swargnin, 

Jitwa ba bliokshyase nialuni, 

TasiijMt uttistha K.aunteya, 

J luldiiaya kritauisliaya, 

O ! Sou of Kuiiti.’^ 

** If you are killed in the battle you go to Heaven. If yon am vietovious you 
onjoy the earth. So, rise iii) and prepare for battle.^' 

Mr. K, Ahmed : That is a religions warfare of ancient times. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Tf you demand security from presses in which 
our religious books and i*eligious texts are printed, then then* will be no 
end to prosecutions. But beware of this, if you do so, you do it on your 
own responsibility and 1 give you this warning. As for the abuse you 
have heaped upon us, I know as a lawyer that wlien be lias got a very 
bad ease he abuses his o])poneut. That has been the case here. T never 
heard sucli insulting language from the other side, 1 do not Ivuow wliat 
purj)oso was served when the Honourable the Home Member abused us 
on tins side of the House instead of adducing arguments, and 1 claim 
this that there is no justification for using micli language as h(‘ has used. 
With these words T move my motion. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, T rise to support this motion, but before I 
pve my reasons, I want to clear up one ])oint, and lliat is the charge 
Jeviod against this party by one of the Members of this House. When 
the motion for circulation originally came up for discussion, the Leader 
Independent Party clearly asked the Homo Member whether he 

willing to discuss in the Select Committee all the points thp were 
lapsed by the Members of tjie Assembly, and on the assurance given by 
the Honourable Member that each and every one of those criticisms would 
oe considered by the Select Committee and would not be ruled out as 
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falling outside the scope of the principle of the Bill — some Members of 
our Party supported the Government on the question of circulation. 
The second point that T wish to clear up is this. The same Honourablp 
Member said that when the Press Bill of 1910 was under discussion, 
Mr. Gokliale and some other patriots of the country supported the Bill. 
I have got before me the ])roeeedings of those days, and I find that, even 
on that occasion, the Bill was carried by the votes of the oilicials and the 
English ]\Iembers, and there was no Indian elt'cted jMember who supported 
that Bill on tliat occasion. 

Ano'hcr point liu t 1 sJidold like io make clear is that we on this side 
of the House are as much in favour of la'sv and order as any Member on 
the Treasury Benelics. We do not ])elong to the anarchical movement, 
and we wonld very much like to suppress the terrorist outrages, and we 
are as keen on this side as those on the othei* sid(' of this Wonse. Hut 
where v.’e do disagree frori the JiFemlHM's on tlu^ other side is this, that 
while they seek it as a sort of ex'cnse for suppressing the legitimate free- 
dom of the Press, we do not want to do so. We really want that you 
have measures which are commensurate to the occasion, to the crimes 
and troubles in the country, and not to go au inch further. But here T 
find that the Bill whicli is now before ns goes really much further than 
the circumstances demand. Under the cloak of the suppression of the 
terrorist movement, they really want to shut up the Press, they really 
Wi'uit to stifle the freedom of tJie Press wliich is as dear to us, as in the 
wmrds of Mr. Elliot, it is dear to the European Group. 

Sir, there are four ])oints which I consider essential, and we on this 
side of the House will not agree to any measure which militates against 
any of them. The first is that the innocent should not be i)unished. 
This is a point on which we will fight tooth and nail to the last minute. 
The Government may have their o^^Tl way by their own votes, but those 
of us wlio represent the people will make every effort to secure that the 
innocent people are not punished. The second thing on which we will 
fight to the verj^ last is that the sni)pression of the terrorist activities 
should not be made an excuse for suppressing the legitimate freedom of 
the Press. The third point, as pointed out l)y my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Azhar Ali, is that justice is not denied by the omission of a proper 
appeal to the High Court in the manner prescribed in the law of tlie 
country. The Bill slionld not curtail the powder of the High Court. 
The fourth point is that no person shall be punished twice over for tlie 
same offence. These arc the four points to which wt^ on this side of the 
House will request Government to give their fullest consideration. Tf 
under the excuse of suppressing terrorist crime, they want to overlook 
any of those four prinei])lcs, then we on this side will have no sympathy 
with them. 

Sir, if we analyse very carefully tlie note of dissent written by five 
Members of the Select Committee, we will find that these are tlie fo^r 
principles to which they would like to adhere at any cost, and these are 
the points on which there is a difference of opinion between the two reports 
as they have come from the Select Committee. The Members of the 
Select Committee who differed from the majority never said that they 
were in favour of terrorist crime. My Honourable friend Mr. B. BaSi 
when he first moved the motion, clearly said that if the Government 
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wanted to keep peace and order, if they wanted to stop terrorist crimes, 
he was behind the Government, fn spite of the assurance given on a 
vital question of principle, it is unfair on the part of the Government 
to go further and ask us to compromise those four principles under the 
excuse of suppressing terrorist crime. 

There are 114 amendments before us and it will take a very long time 
to discuss each and every one of these amendments. Therefore, the request 
of my Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, is very reasonable. 
Instead of wasting the time of the House in discussing each and every one 
of the amendments on the paper, let a Select Committee bo appointed and 
let them consider all these amendments and give their opinion, and there- 
fore the motion of my Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Didt, is very 
rational and it will save the^time of the House. 

Now, 1 will show how the four iirinciples I just enunciatcsl. liave been 
violated in this Bill. Coming to the first point, that the iiinocont should 
not be punished, I sec that in clause 3, especially in the first two sub- 
clauses, you demand of every printing press, before any crime is com- 
mitted by them to deposit security, that is to say, you assume that every 
printing press which will come into existence will certainly be criminal 
and v/ill prill t unclesirablo matter, and therefore this security should be 
demanded of them. {Mr, K. Ahmed : If they begin with that sort of 
attitude, what will you do V My Honourable friend is a lawyer, I am 
not. Probably he has in mind those cases where people begin with the 
supposition that crime will be committed, but T on my part consider every 
person to be innocent unless a crime is committed by him and he is not 
guilty until he has actually committed a crime. We should not assume 
that a ])erson, whoever he may be, wiU always commit crime. If any crime 
is committed by the press, I can quite understand its punishment ; you 
may demand security or anything else. But you have no riglit whatever to 
assume that every press which will come into existence will commit an 
otfence. Some persons attempt to make some persons believe that this 
Bill affect only one community and not another. There are no doubt 
certain questions which have got a communal bearing, but every problem 
in India is not a communal problem. The freedom of the Press is as 
dear to (»ne community as it is to another. It is not a communal issue ; 
it is an issue w^hich involves the whole country. But assuming for the time 
being that it is a communal problem, though I believe it is not, I maintain 
that the JMuslim pi*esses will suffer more than the Hindu presses, and for 
this reason. Most of the Muslim presses have got very small capital. I 
know a number of these j)resses in my constituency which have not got a 
capital of more than Rs. 300 or 400, and how will it be possible for them 
to deposit a security of Rs. 500 ? {An Ronourable Member : “ Rs. 1,000 
Tl'ie result will be that all these presses will come to an end. If any one 
goes round and examines the Muslim press^ in his own constituency, he 
^ill soon find that there are veiy few Muslim presses that will be able to 
g^ve secMirity, and the effect of the first two sub-clauses of clause 3 will 
f^ll more heavily on Muslim than it will fall on non-Muslim pressesi. 

K, Ahmed : “ Let them suffer for one year or so.”) This is not 
® communal question at all and every small press in the country will 
suffer. One of my friends from the European Group said that we do 
^ot w^ant mushroom presses. He w'as in favour of stopping them all. 
on this side are entirely opposed to the capitalistic movement and 
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kgialation for the suppression of all the small presses and the keeping of 
only big presses in big to'wns. 

Mr. E. Studd (Bengal ; European) : I think the statement was 
that we did not want these mushroom presses which eulogize murder. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : That is not a matter of personal explanation. 

I was referring to some other speeches from the European Group, 'then, 
Sir, we have got unemployment in these days. If we enact another measure 
which v/ill throw out of employment a large number of persons, it will be 
a great injustice to the country, not to Hindus alone or to Alussalmaus 
alone, but to everybody in the country. I am supported in this statement 
by one of the Resolutions passed by the All-India eJournalisis and Press 
Owners' Conference, which states that, “ To ^ut down a number of long 
established newspapers, would throw out or employment hundreds of 
middle class intelligentsia and thousands of wage earners employed in Iho 
printing trade Then clauscts (1) and (2) will have a very prejudicial 
effect on small presses. Most of these presses will not be able to deposit 
their security, and it will be impossible for them to be in existence. 
Therefore, I appeal to the Honourable the Horne Member not to press 
clauses (1) and (2) of section 3, which will affect a very large number of 
persons in the printing trade. 

One argument has been advanced, and I should like to meet it. That 
is it is quite possible that a press may commit an offence and as soon as 
security is demanded, it may shut up and go to some other street and 
start the j)ress there and commit the same. The same ])ress may continue 
to commit the offence several times and evade the law. 

Mr. President : I would ask the Honourable Member to consider 
whether it is really necessary to go into such minute details in regard to 
the clauses on an occasion like this. He will have other opportunities of 
discussing these points later. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I leave it here and come to my third point. 
It is in regard to clause 4. This clause goes much further than 
the intention of the Bill, and I think any article that inaj'^ be published 
which may be of a religious nature, which may give expression to legiti- 
mate belief, is punishable under this clause. Again the printing of a report 
of any case of terrorist activities which may have been committed will 
also.be i)unishable. These reports may be the true reports of enquiries 
held by a Magistrate. The scope of clause 4 is too wide, and not limited 
to terrorists activities. My third point is about the currallmcnt of the 
power of a High Court. I do not like to explain this point in details at 
this stage. It has been very carefully described by other speakers. My 
fourth point is that the same person should not be punished twice in two 
different capacities. It is not desirable to punish the same man once as 
a printer and a second time as a publisher. These are the four points 
on which we take very strong objection. It is very desirable that all tliese 
points should be carefully considered, and therefore, it is very important 
that the Bill should be referred to the Select Committee. There are some 
other points such as questidid of fine but it is not desirable at this stage 
to deal with them. With these words, I support the motion. 

Mr. 8. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian 
Commerce) : I rise to support this motion for the Select Committee. 
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Jly reasons for this is that the Bill as it has emanated from the Select 
Committee is not one which we can support. In the first place I do* 
not find that the Select Committee has given the measure that amount 
of care and attention as it should have done. If it had done it, we 
would not have been faced to-day with a new Bill by the Government.* 
Under the Standing Orders it was their duty to see whether the old 
Bill had been properly published or not. They did not do so and 
therefore, the new Bill has been introduced. It was the duty of the 
Select Committee to consider the j)ro visions of the Bill in the light of 
tV.e decisions which had been made since the Act of .1910 was passed 
and to come to a conclusion aiul find out as to how much of the defects 
mentioned in those decisions could be remedied. I iiiid, bir, they 
have not done so. One of the principal points on wdiich I want to 
speak is this. In 1910 when the old Press Bill of 1910 was on the 
anvil of the Legislature here, Mr. S. P. Sinha (as he then was) stated 
this : 

“ I have put in all kinds of safeguards. When the Local Government makes the 
order of forfeiture the Bill provi<les that it must state or describe the offending words 
or articles or pictures or engravings or whatever it is upon which it bases its order. 
No making an order wliich is vague, which is indefinite ; no order witliout allowing a 
man to know what he is being piinislied for, but a definite order stating the very words 
of the article or describing the offending words for wliich tJie man is being pro- 
secuted ’ ^ 

So that. Sir, that the giving of notice describing the words, etc., 
complained of was considered by Lord Sinha as of vital importance 
to the accused. Ho^v lias that been provided for ? In the well-known 
Comrade case, Sir LawTcnce Jenkins decided that the notice there was 
vague, indefinite and Avas bad. But he could not do anything, because 
of what ? Because of the corresponding section in that Act to clause 30 
as it is now here, Avhich says ; 

“ Every declaration of forfeiture purporting to be made iiiuler this x\ct shall as 
against all persons be conclusive evidence that the forfeiture therein -eferrod to has 
taken place. 

That means that you cannot go behind the order of forfeiture and 
attack the notice upon Avhich that forfeiture took place. Then, with 
regard to the reference to the High Court, there is only a very limited 
reference. The High Court can only decide on the question whether 
the articles complained of contained those words, etc. : it cannot go 
into the question whether proper notice (as provided for by tlie Act, and 
M^hich Mr, Sinha said is a safe,guard he had provided for) was 
given or not. Noav, I find in the Bill which has emanated from the 
Select Committee exactly the same blemishes, the same faults 
and the same defects. If the Government really and sincerely 
intends tliat these words should have some meaning that the pro- 
vision made in the Act should have some effect, they ought to have 
amended the Bill in the light of those decisions, but that has not been 
done. {Mr, K, Ahmed : Read section 23.^') (ilfr. President : 

Order, order.'') Sir, I therefore, say that the Select Committee has not 
done its duty properly, and therefore, I support the motion that another 
Select Committee should be appointed : and, Sir, having regard to the 
^act that the Member in charge of the Bill fears that there will be 
?®iay, I ask what has happened between the time that the Bill has been 
introduced and now ? Can he complain of any article in any newspaper 
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in India which has transgressed what he is now seeking to provide 
against ? There are two cases now, one in Calcutta and one at Sylhet. 
In the Calcutta case the man, who made the speech, has been 
haul(?d up before the court for incitement to murder. No bill has been 
given to him, and the case has been sent to the Sessions for trial. 
Why does not the Homo Member wait for the decision on that ease 
by the High Court ? He will then find whether the provisions of the 
law are really sufficient for his purpose or not. I say, Sir, there is 
no need for liim to be panicky. The Press now is much better accord- 
ing to the Honourable the Home Member than when be proposed this 
Bill. Hnder those circniiistances. Sir, f do not see any reason why a 
Select Committee should Jiot he ap])oi?ited, with a time-limit so that 
they may make their repo‘-t on iho Bill at leasi Ihree or four days or 
a v/ceh hefoi‘o the Asseial)]'' r(‘-asseinbles ;it Delhi. Then, Sir, every- 
body seems to think tluil pr<^, visions op the Bill are very simple, 

that it is only intended to ])rovide agairjsfc incitements to violence and 
to murder, etc. lS\y friend, the Honourable the Home Memlxn*, does not 
know how the law is being administorod. Being in Simla, in charge 
of the portfolio in the Secreiariat, it is not possible for him to see what 
the Local Governments are doing. What is done there ? A young 
Civilian officer is appointed lo look after these matters, and I know 
from my personal knowledge* what he does. Even during the time that 
the Viceroy's Orclinaiico was in force, I know during that time he would 
not allow even the proceedings of a meeting, held at Cliaiidannagar to 
condemn the action of the British officers who went there and killed 
some persons, to bo published in the newsjiapers. lie would not allow 
any news from Midnapore, where the officers were committing as 
much atrocity as po.ssible, to be published in any paper ! Sir, f know 
that from my own personal knowledge. Sir, these matters ought to 
be considered by a new Select Committee, and I therefore, support the 
motion that a Select Committee be re-apj)oin1ed. 

Mr. C. S. Eanga Iyer (Roliilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, as one who has b(jen in the Select Com- 
mittee, who has worked in the Select Committee with the approval 
and consent of the jiarty to which I have the honour to belong, 1 have 
been compelled liy the previous speech to break what would otherwise 
have been a vow of silence in this debate. Sir, the arguments that my 
learned friend fi-om Bengal put forward before this House in regard to 
certain alteralions of the Bill are unexceptionable, and I am very much in 
agreement with liim ; hut I can only say from iny experience on the 
Select Committee that his wholesale condemnation oP the Select Com- 
mittee {Mr. Amar Nath Butt : “ Not of the minority hut of the 

majority.") — had my ITonourablc friend made that distinction, per- 
haps I might not have risen from my scat — but when as I understood 
him he launcliod a wholesale attack on the Select Committee, 1 am 
obliged to say this that on that Committee the Honourable Sir James 
Crerar and his advisers, the Honourable the Law Member and Mr. 
Emerson, who were present there, and also Mr. Mitchell, who worked 
very hard 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Ontsiclers were present at the Select Com- 
mittee. 
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Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer : My Honourable friend again interrupts 
me and says Outsiders were present at the Select Committee As 
an old Member of tin’s House who has been on many a Select Com- 
mittee — and T never had any attraction for a Select Committee and, 
left to myself, I would not have served even on tins Select Com- 
mittee, and this is the first Select Committee on which I agreed to serve 
during my long career in tliis Assembly — as an old Member he ought 
to know that in the Select Committee Secretaries, the Law Member if 
necessary and others have to be present to assist the Member in charge, 
and they were all present and they were all anxious to meet us so far 
as they could : and the Bill, as it appears before us to-day, is not the Bill 
that was presented to us a few clays ago, and many of the criticisms 
that were launched from this side of the House on the Bill liave, I am 
glad to say, been accepted by the Government. Even though we are not 
in agreement with them and W(‘ have shown our disagreement in our 
dissenting note. Sub-clause (1) of clause 4 has been considerably 
altered. I believe it is re-shaped beyond recognition. Again, the 
security has been verj" much reduced. It has come down very low. 
Then, an a])peal to the TTigli Coiiri has been granted in tlie ease of the 
old ])resscs. We urged in the Sdcct Committee that they should also 
put the new presses on the same footing as the old presses. Every word 
that Mr. Sen uttered in this TTouse, every point that Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt had in mind including the deletion of the violence clause, 
was urged by us with patience and with perseverence on an equally 
patient and almost willing Government. {A voice “ Oh ! I say 
“ almost willing for this reason and if my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Gaya Prasad Singh, w’ho interjects had been on the Select Committee and 
if he had made a comparative study of the old Bill and the new, he 
would find that the Government have been almost willing to meet us 
so far as they might. They met us in absolutely abolishing the for- 
feiture of the press unless tliere w’as defiance. They met us again in, as 
I have already said, the a])peal to the High Court before the deposit of 
security and not after the forfeiture of the security : and the Govern- 
ment wore prepared to go only as far as that. And T 'would unhesi- 
tatingly say that I am thankful to the Government for the tender mer- 
cies that they have been pleased to show in the Select Committee. I am 
prepared to say unhesitatingly that T am grateful to the Honourable the 
Home Member for the sympathy that he showed in the Select Committee. 
But, — and here comes my opposition to the Bill and here comes my 
opposition to the consideration of the Bill — we could not make the 
Government go beyond that. Tf we had oiir own \vay this Bill would 
not have been introduced in this House. T stand by every word that I 
nttered on the floor of this House wdion the Bill was introduced or the 
Bill as it stood, but we are not the 'Government. We are opposing the 
Government, but T am likewise opposing this motion for reference to 
the Select Committee; and I am sorry that my name has been put on it 
without consulting me. 1 consider this is a ^vaste of time : I consider 
the amendment as futile : I consider that if it were to be 
pressed to a division and passed, it w^onld bo the triumph of 
futility, because Government, so far as I know', are not pre- 
pared to go beyond wdiat they have done. Tbevefore, the 
proper thing for us to do, if w’c are business men, is to fight 



1S16 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [30tH SEPTEMBER 1931. 


[Mr. C. S. JRanga Iyer.] 

Government on the floor of this House by pressing every reasonable 
amendment that you think should be passed, by trying to shape the 
Bill beyond recognition on the floor of the House, if it is in our power to 
do so, by judicialising the procedure if we can really do it. I certainly 
endorse many of the observations that have been made on this side of 
the House on the original motion of the Honourable the Home Member, but 
I do not endorse a single word for reference to Select Committee, 
because, I believe the Government will not alter a comma or a syllable 
of this Bill. Tliat being their position, as we understood in the Select 
Committee, my friend and Leader, Sir Hari Singh Gour, protested in the 
Select CommiUee that Covernment could not go further than that. If 
I am not ijetraying a secret of the Select Committee, he took n.p the 
aUitude of an e.Ntrcmist of extremists. If I am not again betraying a 
secret of the Select Committee, my friend, Mr. B. K. Puri, who is iiot 
here, took up an extremely radical attitude. If my frunul, ^Ir. Ainar 
Nath Dutt, had J*ead it earefidly, — as T believe he has no doubt icad it, 
— th? dissentijig note, he would find in it Mr. Puri’s vi(*w wiieii he 
even went so far as to say that we had every right to praise the merits 
of an assassiii unconnected with the assassination Avithont detracting 
from the heinousness of the crime. That Is goiug further than 
Opposition has gone to-day in this House. Why then, especially when 
Honourable Members sitting by my side do object to the priiieiple of 
the Bill, should they be so keen and so enthusiastic about reference to 
the Select Committee ? In a clever, weH-rc'osoued, moderately worded 
and impressive &i)eceh that my Honourable fi iend, Mr. .Mitra, tlie foDn t 
W hip and organiser in chief of the Swaraj Party, jnade tnid upon whioli 
I congratulate him, he pointed out that he was opposed to the princijde 
of the Bill. Such being the case, hov/ can there bo a reference to t!ie 
Select Committee 1 If the House had given an indication of that before, 
there miglit have been no iM'fercnce to the Select Committee, and we 
might ho faced to-day Avith a miieh Avorse Bill than the •me Avhich faces 
us to-day. ). am sorry that unnecessarily avo are indulging in tactics 
which Avill lead us noAvhere, For, the Select Committee Avill not improve 
matters ; it is for the House to amend the Bill. 

Tni’ning noAv to the observation of the Honourable the lionu^ .Member 
Avherj lie introduced this Bill, — observations Avhich I AA’ish had commanded 
more attention and more reasoned criticism — I must say that Ave cannot 
accept the position that the Govornment have given to the new neAvspapprs 
as different from the old ones. Why shoidd there be this difference ? A 
man is entitled, after all, to be given one chance. Let the ncAv newspaper 
commit an offence and then proceed against it. But the moment tbe new 
news])aper is brought into existence it has to deposit a security. Why 
should it be asked to deposit a security, as has been pointed out by 
ilr. Mitra ? It has been said by Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy, — on Avhose 
Knighthood I take the earliest opportunity of publicly congratulating 
him , — that Mr. Mitra was an old disciple of his when he Avas a Law 
Profos.sor. But either he taught him Avrongly, or his disciple understands 
the law better than the original Professor ; for it is an elementary principle 
of English jurisprudence that any man who has not been proved to be 
guilty must 'be treated as innocent. Such being the case, Avhy should 
Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy stand up in this House and, I was almost going 
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to say, prostitute — I would say perversely postulate — ^the principle of 
English jurisprudence ? That is what I ask. If a man is innocent until 
he is proved to be guilty, why is not a newspaper innocent until its pub- 
lishers are proved to be guilty ? That is the entire crux of the Opposition 
case, and that is the entire reason why we propose to oppose this measure 
right from beginning to end, whatever the consequences, wniethor we, win 
or lose. 

Sir, at one time in my political career, I was definitely dangerous to 
public peace in the opinion of the Government, for they proceeded against 
me under section 108. I did not take part — very foolishly pevluips— in 
the Court proceedings at that time, or perhaps very wisely, it is not for 
Hie to say at present. I was then hauled up before a ^Magistrate ; there 
was the (lovern mentis prosecuting Counsel there ; witnesses were produced 
and the court having satisfied itself that 1 was dangerous to the public 
peace, I was naturally sent in a special train to a prison where I was 
treated almost like a prince. Then, Sir, if a newspaper is daiigei’(»us to the 
public peace, let it be hauled up before a Magistrate — its publisher can be 
hauled up, the keeper of the press can be hauled up before a Magistrate. 
And then they can have the opportunity of appealing to the Sessions Judge. 
They can have the greater opportunity of going to the High Court. If 
really the Government want to attack the Press and want a Press measure, 
the proper thing for them is to judicialise the whole procedure and not to 
treat a newspaper publisher — ^because the editor is out of the question in 
this Bill — or a keeper of the press differently from an ordinary citizen 
of the land. That is the position that we want the Government to adopt 
and when the Honourable the Home Member replies to this debate, he 
will say that such a procedure would not be permitted, would not be 
accepted by the Government in the Select C'ommittee, even if you were 
to appoint another Select Committee. That will be his attitude. That has 
been liis position. A much milder suggestion was made in the Select 
Committee by my friend and Leader, Sir Ilari Singh Gour. He reminded 
us of a procedure which was urged in the days of Lord Lylton regarding 
the vernacular Press, and some Press Committee, he suggested might be 
appointed, the members of which could be from among the Honourable 
Members of Provincial Councils, who could sit in judgment as to whether 
a si‘ciirity should be demanded from a particular new^spaper or not. The 
Government were not prepared to go anywhere near the suggestion. What 
they want is executive action and as they have put it — if I remember 
aright — in tlieir note in the Select Committee’s report, they clearly state 
that certain information comes before the executive and that information 
cannot be placed before a court of law and as that information cannot be 
placed before a court of law, they cannot agree to a legal or judicial pro- 
cedure. That is their position and that being their position, Sir, without 
going further into the subject, without discussing many of the points that 
were mentioned in the Honourable the Home Member’s speech, or without 
criticising some of the observations that came from various Members, T 
can say that the proper thing for us to do will be to fight the Bill inch by 
inch on tl]e floor of this House instead of trying to indulge iu the luxury of 
a Select Committee. 

Lastly, Sir, I must end my speech with a reference, rather personal, 
which I hope the Honourable the Home Member would not mind. It was 
teing the last session when we were in Delhi that a Press Bill \ya 3 inliro- 
<iuced and then it was withdrawn. Again a Press Bill was introduced in 
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this session and by an accident — a regrettable accident for which I blame 
nobody- -because even in well-regulated families accidents occur — the old 
Bill had to be withdrawn and a new Bill had to be introduced. This 
reminds me of the fact that the Honourable the Home Member is a Scotsman 
of intense faith in the heroes of his own country. We all remember the 
history of Robert Bruce wlio tried and tried again. Sir, 

“ Tis is lesson you should heed, 

Try, try, try again. 

If at first you don’t succeed. 

Try, try, try again.” 

I shall conclude with a parody on the Chevif Chase (loth Century i : 

” For Jimmy Crerar my heart is wo, 

As one in doleful dumps ; 

For when his logs were smitten oif. 

He fought upon his stumps.” 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Mr. President, I propose to 
address myself in the first instance to the amendment of my original 
motion before Ihe House for a reference to the Select Committee, and in 
rising to deal with that particular amendment, T sliould like, in the first 
instance, to express my appreciation of the words whiidi Fell from my 
Honourable friend opposite, ]\Ir. Ranga Iyer. He is perfectly right in 
assuming thac I take some interest in the history of my native coiintry. 
I have heard of the incident to which he referred and I am glad to lioar 
from his lips a excellent precedent, an admonition to persevere. Sir, 
I do intend to persevere. 

Now, as regards the motion to refer the Bill to a Select Committee 
and as regards what fell from the Honourable the Mover oF that aTncTidment, 
I can afford to be very brief, JMy task in re])lying to Iiiin in some sense 
would have been easier if he had given reasons for his amendment. But 
on the other hand, in view of the fact that he gave no reasons at all, my 
task becomes nalurall.v unnecessary. As regards the other speakers on the 
motion, the singular fact which occurs to me is this. As was pointed out, 
again I think by my Honourable friend. J\Ir. Ranga Iyer, the essence of 
a motion for reference to a Select Committee implies an approval and an 
acceptance of the principle of the Bill. It was a somewhat remarkable 
circumstance, I think, that, with the exception of the last speaker, all* 
Honourable Members who suiiported that motion spoke, as far as I can 
judge in opposition to the general principles of the Bill. Now, Sir, what 
I have to say with regard to the i)articular motion, tlie [)artieiilar amend- 
ment before the House has been dealt with in so complete a manner by 
my friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, that really very little is left for me to say. 
The original Bill which I introduced in the beginning of this Session was 
referred by the House to a Select Committee. That Select (Committee con- 
sidered most anxiously, most minutely, I must almost say, meticulously, 
not only every clause of the Bill but almost every word and every comma 
of the Bill. "Not one single word on the broader issues, not one single 
word on the minor issues, escaped their attention or escaped their very 
close and very elaborate scrutiny. Consequently, I am in entire agreement 
with the Hoiiburable Member opposite when he says that to refer the present 
Bill hack to a Select Committee would be a sheer waste of the time of tw 
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Ilf^use. Ho indicated to the House that a very pl^in and a simple alter- 
native may he followed, because T must myself call attention to the fact 
that tlie Honourable Members who supported this amendment did speak 
almost entirely in relation to the provision of some particular clause of 
the Bill. Now, Sir, I submit that the proper time to consider the provisions 
of a particular clause of the Bill is when the Bill conics forward for 
detailed consideration, and I take no exception whatsoeve?’ to the admoni- 
tion "iven to me by the Honourable ^Fomber opposite that at that stage he 
intends to contest every amendment that may be considered reasonable — 

I am glad h(' made that qualification. But as regards the alternative before 
tlic House, [ have no hesitation in saying that the Ilonourablc ]Membcr’s 
advice is sound. 

So far, Sir. as regards the motion for reference to Select rommittee. 
As regards the general questions which have been raised in rhis House, I 
venture to say 

Mr. Pre.sident : I hope the Honourable Member is not going to reply 
to tlie whole debate. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : 1 accept the suggi^stioii. I do 
not jirojmsf' to reply in full. A great deal has been said in dealing with 
this jiartieular amendment or in support of it, which T suggest will i)ro- 
perly be regarded as arguments for or against the prinei]nd motion. I 
restrii't my remarks at this stage to my opposition to the amendment that 
the Bill be referred to Select Committee. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Xon- 
Miihammadan) : Sir, as Honourable Members will find, there were three 
principal motions on the Agenda Paper. One has been disposed of to-Jay. 
One was for circulation ; and the one which we are now considering is for 
ref(U’ence to Select Committee, and if this fails we have a very large 
number of specific amendments dealing with each clause of the Bill. If 
Honourable M(‘mbers will turn to the amendments and the report of the 
Select Committee, they will find that the bulk of the amendments centre 
round four principal points ; and those points are first, ^hat when .u new 
press applies for registration, it should not be called upon to give security. 
It should Im; called upon to give security only if and wlien it offendg 
against the principle of the Bill. The second point, which is covered by 
a large body of amendments, and which is emphasised by the five members 
of the Selee.t Committee, is to the effect that the security demanded is in 
every case excessive and out of all proportion to the reasonable demand 
that might be made from the keeper of the press. Honourable Members 
will remember that the offending presses, according to tlie Government, 
are all petty presses, and if Honourable Members will turn to the definition 
of printing press, they will find that it includes such contrivanees as 
lithographic stones, etc., which cost about a couple of hundred rupees ; 
and to demand from tliom a security which may amount to a sum of 
Ks. 10,000 is in all conscience excessive. The third and very important 
point upon v'hich the five members could not see eye to eye with the other 
five members of the Select Committee is the important question about the 
right of appeal to the High Court. The last point was that the reference 
to the protection of lond fide claims upon the Press that is forfeited. Now, 
I ask tlie Honourable the Home Member to remember with what a degree of 
passion and force the dissenting minute of the five members of the Select 
Committee has been supported by the Opposition Benches. There has 
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been a singular unanimity of opinion, if I may be permitted to say so, 
as regards these four points, which are emphasised in the dissenting 
minute of the Members of the Select Committee ; and I think the Members 
of the Select Committee who have penned that dissenting minute may be 
regarded :is representing the voice of the elected Members of this House 
(Hoar, hear) in requesting Government to consider and reconsider the 
points they have made. Between now and to-morrow the Government will 
have time to reflect, and I would ask the Honourable the Home Member to 
shorten the proceedings of this House, because we are as anxious as he 
is to see the end of this highly controversial measure which might bring 
us into sight of the end of the Session. Therefore, I hope that the Honour- 
able the Home Member will now take count of the force of feeling on this 
side of the House upon those four points which every Member who has 
spoken on the subject has emphasised ; and if he can meet us upon these 
four points, 1 am quite sure that the further passage of this Bill will not 
take the time that the pretentious length of the amendments indicate and 
threaten. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : What are the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s four points ? 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : I will repeat once more the four points upon 
which I would ask the Honourable the Home Member to seriously consider 
whether he cannot meet the Members of the Opposition. 

The first point we wish to make is this : in the case of a new press 
you cannot and must not demand security. Every man is i)resumed to be 
innocent and, as I said on the last occasion in this connection, even 
every dog is entitled to one bite. Consequently, under section 3, you must 
allow a ns^v printer or keeper of a press to make a declaration without 
security. If after that he offends, by all means take security ; and I go 
further and that if the Magistrate has a suspicion that the new so- 

called declarant, printer or publisher is not the hona fide printer or pub- 
lisher but masquerades as a new printer or publisher, and is found keeping 
the old ])ress that had offended against the Press Act, you may call ui)on 
him to give security ; but do not arm the Magistrate with plenary juris- 
diction to deniand security without assigning good and sufficient reasons. 
That, I submit, is a reasonable request. 

The second point that we wish to make is this : you know from your 
own Department that the ])rincipal, if not the sole offenders in this con- 
nection are the small vernacular prints, issued from petty presses which 
surely cannot cost more than two or three or four hundred rupees. Now, 
to demand of them security to the tune of Rs. 10,000 is as much as to close 
them down. I, therefore, ask yon to examine the question about tlie 
quantum of security. 

Thirdty, I wish emphatically to press upon you two facts. You 
remember that in the dissenting note of the five members, reference has 
been made to the Government of India Act, and to the powers of the Hi^" 
Courts giv(m by the British Parliament. Let me draw your attention to 
section 107. It laj^s. down this : each of the High Courts has supeiun- 
tendence over all courts for the time being subject to its; appellate jurisdic- 
tion, and may do ally of the things therein specified. Kow, «ns the Secre- 
tary of StatO and thfe Govgrrimont of India have power of superintendence, 
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direction an^ control over the Government of India ahd tke Local Govem- 
ments respectively, section 107 gives the High Court statutory right of 
superintendence, direction and control over all the courts subordinate to 
it. That being the case, we cannot abrogate or qualify that parUamentary 
provision. The power of superintendence carries with it the power or 
right of transfer : it is indeed mentioned there — transfer any case from 
one court to another. It carries with it the power of general direction and 
correction. That power which the High Courts exercise under the Act of 
Parliament it is not competent for this Legislature to qualify or abrogate. 
That is the constitutional position ; and I ask you seriously to consider 
that when you are enacting a measure curtailing the power of the High 
Court, derogating it from the power which the British Parliament have 
given to them, you are doing something which will bring you into conflict 
with the judicial authorities of this country, and with the ultimate court of 
appeal. 

Further in this connection, I wish to draw the attention of the Honour- 
able occupants of the Treasury Benches to the Letters Patent of the various 
High Courts. All the Letters Patent give the High Courts the jurisdiction 
to hear appeals from all courts subordinate thereto, unless of course their 
power is taken away by the Legislature. Now, if you examine clauses 15 
and 38 of the Letters Patent of the Calcutta High Court, — and the Letters 
Patent of the other High Courts are on this point exactly similar, — ^ 5 ’'ou 
will find these two facts, that under the Letters Patent all High Courts 
are generally given the power and right of appeal, though that right of 
appeal of course may be taken away by the Legislature. I do not wish to 
say that that right of appeal is inherent in them, but there is a right of 
appeal. The second thing is that the procedure to be followed in all eases 
of a criminal character is the procedure laid down by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure unless the Legislature here prescribes some other 
procedure. You have got the power to vary that, but the point 1 am 
making, is that unless this Legislature prescribes a different procedure, rhe 
Letters Patent of the High Courts enjoin upon the High Courts to follow 
the procedure of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Now, Sir, taking the 
Government of India Act and the Letters Patent conjointly, what is the 
result ? The result, is that so far as the Government of India Act is 
concerned, the High Courts have got the statutory right of superintendeuce, 
direction aT;d control over all the courts subordinate thereto. That 
power is given by the authority paramount to this Legislature, paramount 
to the executive Government in India, and you cannot qualify or abrogate 
that p(uver. 

The second point is that while this Legislature has undoubtedly the 
right of varying the Letters Patent, under the Letters Patent as they exist, 
the High Courts have got the power of superintendence, to hear appeal and 
to exercise the power of revision. In this Act what you are trying to do 
now is indirectly to curtail the power which the High Courts possess under 
the Letters Patent. In a very recent case reported in Indian Law Reports 
40, Madras, page 651, Their Lordships of the Madras High Court have 
pointed out that the power conferred upon the High Courts under the 
betters Patent cannot be qualified by implication, but if the Legislature 
wishes to curtail that power, it must be done by an express Act. Now, 
^hat we are trying here to do is to curtail that power by implication by 
^nying that the High Court shall hear appeals in certain cases, but there 
^ be a number of cases, and when J coma to the detailed examination 
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of that part of the Bill which curtails the power of the High Courts, I 
wish to point out to this House, and I am sure the Honourable the Home 
Member will agree with me, that the power that you have given the High 
Courts is almost illusory. TJnless you give the High Courts the power ot* 
remand, the power of taking further evidence, the power of transfer, the 
power of calling evidence, all these powers being implicit in the power of 
appeal, then the High Court has no jurisdiction at all. It examines some 
dead papers and from them has to decide such points as you specifically 
place for the decision of the High Courts. The High Courts have been 
really complaining about this. They complain that the executive want 
them to go into these matters and to give them their imprimatur and say 
that this thing is rightly done, as when in the case of detenus and other 
people two Judges of the High Court are called upon to examine the 
records. The High Courts refused to go into the question. They say 
that if you wish to treat us as an independent tribunal for the purpose of 
upholding the rights of the people, then give us all the power which an 
apiiellate tribunal should have. I, therefore, think that for the protection 
of the innocent and the punishment of the guilty, it is necessary that the 
High Courts should be given the eomplctest power of appeal which they 
possess and which they have been given under the British Act of Parlia- 
ment. That, then Sir, is the grievance of the five Members who formed 
the so-called minority in the Select Committee. 

Tlie last point is so obvious that the majority of the Select Committee 
voted for it, but as the Honourable the Home Member was not agrecaide 
to the proposal of the majority of the Select Committee, we allow^ed 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I am afraid I cannot accept the 
Honourable Member’s statement as quite correct. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : You will accept it when you hear it. The 
next point that T wish to deal with is this. It was decided by a majority 
of votes in the Select Committee that when a forfeiture is incurred bon/i 
fide, encumbrances should be protected. That was the view of Ihe majority 
in the Select Committee. That is what I was referring to, but the Ht)nour 
able the Home Member did not aceept the view" of the majority. The result 
W"a.s that w"e said, very well, if you don’t accept the view of the majority, 
we are not going to press it here, but we will press it in the open House, 
and we are pressing it here. I do not care whether you call it the view 
of the majority or not. 

Mr, President : The Honourable Member should not go into the 
details of w’hat happened in the Select Committee. 

Sir Hari Singh Ctour : The point then on which I would ask the 
Honourable the Home Member to reconsider his decision is this. If 
are going to forfeit a press, under the law" forfeiture means obliteration 
of all other claims secured or unsecured and howsoever bond fide , — suppos- 
ing a press is mortgaged or was mortgaged five years :igo, or it was taken 
on hire purchase system, the owner agreeing to pay say Rs. 5 a month or 
lis. 10 a month, as the case may be, the property vests in the vendor. The 
forfeiture of that press would entail no punishment upon the deliuqueni, 
but the punishment will be visited substantially, if not entirely, upon 
innocent third person. We therefore wanted to protect the rights of a 
ftotid fide encumbrancer, and I submit this House cannot possibly punish 
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a third party for the offence of the delinquent. I know, Sir, that in China 
if a man commits murder and he is brought before the hangman, he can 
bring another man alongside of him and if he says, ‘‘ here h a man as 
my substitute and so long as a man is executed the law is satisfied. But 
I think the British Government in India, the Government of my friend 
the Home Member, have not yet attained that degree of refinement, and 
innocents are yet under some guise of law entitled to protection when they 
prove that they are actually innocent and unconneciod with the perpet- 
rator of the crime. That, I submit, is a plain fact, but your Bill as it is 
drafted makes a clean sweep of the innocent as well as the guilty. As soon 
as tlic press is forfeit(‘d, a man may come with a yard long of registered 
documents showing that 5 or 10 years before the forfeiture of the press he 
had advanced money upon the security of that press. It may be that your 
court of justice has passed a decree against the printer upon ji prior en- 
cumbrance, and that decree is merely awaiting a final decree for foreclosure. 
If you forfeit the press, the decree of the court is nullined, the registered 
eTiCumbrance is made nugatory, and this innocent bystander who liad 
TioThlng whatever to do with the commission of the offence is punished for 
tlie offence of the offender who may escape scot free. That I submit is a 
situation into which no sensible man can bring himself, and 1 therefore 
asJi the Honourable the Home Member to reconsider his position upon this 
point. 

Sir, these are the main things which cover the bulk of the amendments 
numbering 100 and more. If the Honourable Member, with the help of 
the Leader of the House, is able to come to an understanding wdth the 
Oppevsition, there will be no difficulty in coming to a speedy conclusion re- 
garding this Bill. J know the feeling that there is in the country against 
it. My Honourable friend introduced this Bill this morning, and Honour- 
able Members say this is a new Bill and consequently »t must be circulated. 
Sir, the Bill may be new, but the ideas are very old ones. As far back as 
1878, the then Government of India wanted to muzzle the Press in this 
country, and I find from the proceedings of 1878 that such a statement as 
the following was regarded as a flagrant breach of a fair criticism of the 
Government justifying the enactment of a native press law\ The Honour- 
able gentleman in charge of that Bill said : 

“ Look at the Hagrant attack upon the Government in this passage. Can any tiling 
be Tvorse than this to justify the enactment of the measure f ’ ’ 

What is the statement ? This is the statement which gave birth to the 
Act of 1878. The statement is : 

** This English Government in India is a beautiful but unprincipled woman, whose 
channs and attractions are irresistible but who is cunning, deceitful and cruel at heart. ' ’ 
(Laughter.) 

Tlnit you will find at page 149 of the proceedings of the Legislative Council 
of Ibe year 1878. This, to the tin-gods of 1878, was intolerable ; it 
amounted to sedition ; it amounted to lese majeste ; and all the members of 
die Executive Government were shaken to their feet against the perpetra- 
tors of this heinous crime ! We live and learn. How much more strong 
language would not be tolerated by the Government of to-day 1 In 1878 
'''hen that Press Bill was placed on the Statute-book the whole country 
uj) in revolt against the Press law. Then, within about two years, 
that odious measure had to be repealed. In 1910 the Government re- 
a similar measure which we pressed upon the Executive Govern- 
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ment when we took office in 1921 to purge from the Statute-book, and it 
was repealed. 

Sir, this is a measure which is unprecedented. I have been reading 
the history of the Irish Coercion Acts of 1882, but they are nothing com- 
pared to the Press Bill which my Honourable friend the Home Member 
wants this House to support. As Honourable Members will remember, the 
English law on the subject is clear and unequivocal. Dicey in his Law of 
Constitution, at page 244, sums up the English press law in the following 
words : 

It is also opposed in spirit to any regulation requiring from the publisher of an 
intending newspaper a preliminary deposit of a certain sum of money, for the sake 
either of ensuring that newspapers should be published only by solvent persons, or that 
if a newspaper should contain libels there shall be a certainty of obtaining damages 
from the proprietor.^’ 

That is exactly what you are doing, and I have no doubt that the Honour- 
able the Home Member will admit that the principle of his Bill is antago- 
nistic to the letter and spirit of the English law. But he says we are 
living in hard times. So were your predecessors of 1878. They were also 
living in hard times. You have always been living in hard times ; an 
irresponsible and bureaucratic Government will always live in hard times. 
Whatever you may do, whatever you may say, so far as the Press and the 
people are concerned, they will never support an irresponsible and bureau- 
cratic Government. That, Sir, is the crux of the whole situation. You 
may tinker with this piece of legislation or with that. You may pass paper 
decrees, you may issue mandates and Acts preventing people from asking 
for that draught of freedom for which the country lias been yearning and 
for which their representatives have been crying for decades past. Your 
best remedy, your best solatium for the difficulties with which you are 
confronted is not this Press law or any other coercion measure. Tlie 
liistory of Ireland is before you. You saw what that small country of six 
million people was able to do in the face of the sucecssi\e coercion Acts 
enacted from time to time. Can you keep 352 millions of people in sub- 
jection by passing this and other coercion Acts ? Think of that first and 
think of the Press law next. 1 therefore ask the Honourable the Home 
Member to review the whole position in the light of what has fallen fi*oin 
so many speakers from this side of the House. The Honourable Member 
will remember that I was the last to speak to-day because, having penned 
a dissenting minute as a member of the Select Committee, I was anxious 
to sec how far my views were supported by my colleagues occupying these 
Benches. I feel gratified to note that every one of the Members occupying 
tJie Opposition Benches is in accord with our dissenting note. Sir, it only 
you are in a compromising mood, this matter can be settled either to- 
morrow or early day after to-morrow, but what we want is that you must 
be in a reasonable frame of mind. Consider this that, while we are pre- 
pared to help you, we are going against the established English huv. 
While wc are prepared to help you, we are placing in your hands a coercion 
Act. While we are prepared to help you, we propose to give you as much 
power as will keep out the mischief and prevent you and your subordinates 
in the provinces from abusing it. That I submit is all that we want. 
The n'ext thing we want is that if you want to use the executive for the 
purpose of enforcing your law, you are entitled to do so, but if you want a 
Magistrate, -if you want a judicial officer to assist you — and you have pro- 
vided it in the Bill that the orders shall be passed by the District Magis- 
trate— he being a judicial officer, you are invoking a judicial machinery for 
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tlie purpose of your work. That judicial machinery could not be used freed 
froiii. the judicial control which the Parliament Act prescriheB ; that 
judie.iiil machinery must be subject, as the Letters Patent demand that, 
unless otherwise ordered by this House, the judicial machinery shall , be 
subject to judicial control of the High Courts. .Therefore, I say if you 
want the District Magistrate to act, the District Magistrate must of iieces- 
shy be subject to the appellate and revisional jurisdiction of the High 
Court, and this House cannot coiisciously free the District Magistrate from 
the supervisory control of the High Court whicli is the salutary principle 
of the judieial machinery of this country. That, Sir, is the underlying 
principle for which we are struggling, and if you accede to that principle, 
the rest will be easy. (Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Mr. President, at this late hour 
of the day and in consideration of the fact that tlie general principle of 
the Bill has been debated — this is the fourth day on which it has been 
debated — 1 do not intend to delain the House at any length. The main 
cojisidorati.ons which have moved Government to bring this Bill forward 
i have already stated at great iengtli. The nature and the character of 
the remedy which we propose to meet this great and growing evil I have 
ab’cady e-\plainod. The position has been examined and commented upon 
by a number of sp(‘akers, wliieli 1 think constitutes almost a committee of the 
whole House, and when the Honourable and learned gentleman who has 
just sat down asked me to consider and examine the views that fell from 
llonouiable Members on that side of the House, I am perfectly willing to 
accept bis invitation. Indeed 1 have already given those remarks close 
attention. 1 have also given attimtion to the remarks which have fallen 
in equal number and with equal impressiveness, and to my mind with much 
greater reason, from Honourable gentlemen wdio sit in other parts of the 
House than that of the Honourable and learned gentleman opposite (Sir 
Hari Singh Goiir). Now, Sir, the Honourable and learned gentleman 
from Nagpur in his im])ressive peroration made an appeal to me regard- 
ing tlur virtues of compromise. Mr. President. 1 am reminded of an 
anecdote told of that great man. President Lincoln of the United States. 
Oil one occasion be related the story of a man who came to him in great 
distress. He said he Avas having domestic trouble of a most agitating 
kind. President Lincoln asked him what it was. The man explained, 
“ The fact is that my wife and myself are quarrelling as to whether the 
parlour should be whitewashed or sliou’d be papei’ed. I vvant it to be white- 
washed and she wants it to be papered Shortly aftv?i*wards, the dis- 
tressed citizen came back perfectly peaceful and happy. President Lincoln 
asked him wdiat had liap[)eiied to tliat little dispute of his. The man 
replied, ‘‘ Well, Mr. President, we have compromised it The President 
asked, ‘‘ How was that done I ” and the man rejilied, “ Well, the parlour 
has been papered (Laughter.) That, Sir, is precisely the kind of com- 
l^roiriise wdiieli the Honourable and learned gentleman is inviting me to 
enter into. Since he himself has been so assiduous in his efforts to make 
large parts of the statute law' of India cither nugatory or incomprehensible, 
I am not surprised that he sliould have attempted to direct his talents in 
tluit direction qn this Bill. But, Sir, I must strenuously refuse his in- 
wiiuating invitp-tions. He said there are only four ])oints that would arise 
if we are to make the measure effective at all. 1 will not be seduced into 
an argument on those particular four points at this stage. As Mr. Kanga 
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Iyer pointed out, they are points which the House will have an opportunity 
to debate and contest if necessary at the proper stage and at the proper 
time, and I do not propose to follow the example of my Honourable friend 
opposite in introducing, them at this stage. 1 nee<l not say anythin;^ 
further in opposition to his general position. 1 ask the House to take this 
Bill into consideration. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of Sir Ilari Singh 
Gout, Sir Abdur Rahim, Mr. B. K. Puri, Mr. Rauga Iyer, Mr. Muhammad Azhiir Ali, 
Mi*. S. C. Mitra, Mr. Lalchnnd Navalrai, Mr. O. Morgan, Mr. Muhammad Yainiu Khni/, 
the Tloiiourablc Sir James Crerar and the Mover with instructions to report by the* 
31st October, 1931, and that the number of members necessary to constitute a meeting 
of the Committee shall bo five.” 

Tlie motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

* * That the Bill to^providc against the publication of matter inciting to or encourag- 
ing murder or violence be taken into consideration.” 

Tlio motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday 
the 1st October, 1931. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday^ 1st October, 1931. 


The assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE ADVISORY PUBLICITY 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President : Honourable Members will now proceed to elect 
seven Members to the Advisory Publicity Committee. There are eleven 
candidates whose names are printed on the ballot papers which will now 
be supplied to Honourable Members in the order in which I call them. 

(The ballot was then taken.) 

THE INDIAN PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL— eoiitd. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That clause 3 bo added to the Bill.’' 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I begr to move that clause 3 be omitted and 
consequential amendments be made in clauses 4 and 5. 

The reason for this I "ave partially yesterday, and I would now like 
to explain it. Clause 3 clearly provides that as soon as a press comes 
into existence and before it has committed any offence whatsoever, it 
will be required to pay a security which may go up to Rs. 1,000, Sir, we 
know that a larg:e number of presses which are doing small job work in 
towns and cities live from hand to mouth. Their prices very often do not 
exceed a few hundred rupees. The owners usually purchase a small 
press ; they employ local men to carry on the work and thus give some 
kind of employment to about a dozen persons. If this clause is enforced, 
I am afraid that all the small presses, which are providing some kind of 
livelihood for people, and which are meeting a local demand, will soon 
eome to an end, and the result of this will be that the printing trade will 
be monopolised by capitalists. In the words of one Honourable Member 
I may say that mushroom presses will come to an end. Sir, we have 
been fighting all along that trade should not be the monopoly of big 
capitalists. They should not be permitted to capture and practically 
finish Ihose persons who are carrying on a similar trade on a smaller 
scale. If we become very harsh on these small presses, the result will 
be that most of these presses in the small towns will come to an 
end and the printing trade will be confined to large capitalists in 
the big towns who will be able to deposit any amount of security on 
account of the large capital at their back. This is a question of 
policy, and I do not think that any one of us who represents the poor 
taxpayers and those of us who do not represent the big capitalists can 
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ever agree for a moment to Government undertaking a measure by means 
of which the small printing presses may eome to an end. In addition to 
depriving a large number of people of their livelihood, they will be put 
to additional trouble to go to big towns for the printing of local busi- 
ness. for printing the proceedings of the municipalities and various 
other job work we do require local printing presses in order to carry 
out the work quickly ; and it will certainly be very inconvenient to the 
people if, even for a small work, they have to go to a big town and meet 
tlie expense of travelling ai^d the delay it must involve. Therefore in 
the interests of safeguarding this cottage industry of printing, and in 
the interests of carrying out printing locally, I strongly appeal to Gov- 
eemment not to take any measure by means of which these printing 
presses may cease to exist. 

The second point that T should like to make is this, that it is against 
all principles of law to consider a man as guilty before he has commit- 
ted any offence. We are violating that principle in this clause by saying 
that in the case of any printing press, however hona fide it may be and 
for whatever purpose it may come into existence, even though it may 
belong to a very loyal class, it should be assumed that it would commit 
an offence and be required to pay security before it came into existence. 
I do not object to the demand of security after the commission of an 
offence, but I certainly do object to the demand of any kind of security 
before the offence is committed. It may be argued from the Govern- 
ment Benches that this particular provision was introduced for the 
reason that a printing press may commit a first offence without security, 
and as soon as security is demanded it may close, and subsequently at 
night time the printing press may move to the other corner of the street. 
Next day an application may be filed under another name and a new 
press may be started, and the second offence may be committed in the 
same manner. I admit that this apprehension has some force. But 
one can naturally overcome this difficulty by considering whether the 
printing press in a bona fide press or a press which has already moved 
after committing the first offence. This is a thing which anybody can 
easily find out and it is quite possible that you may provide for remedy- 
ing this particular objection. 

Speaking now from the Muslim point of view, T oppose it still more 
Rlrongly than I oppose it as an Indian, because a large number of Muslim 
presses come under this category, and any person who takes a commiuisl 
view in this particular case is not playing the right game. It will be 
giving a wrong impression to say that this particular clause will* not 
affect Muslims but only non-Muslims. I join issue with all those persons 
who hold that opinion. I was told by some supporters that probably 
Magistrates will take a lenient view of this favoured class. The* law 
does not provide anything of this kind, and I do not think we should 
make any provision in which a distinction is made between a favoured 
class and an unfavoured class. These words are sometimes used in dip- 
loinatic relations ‘‘most favoured nations*’. I strongly object to this 
particular idea being introduced in any legislation passed by this ’As- 
sembly. In the first place, I do not know whether the Mublims'are 're^Wy 
the most favoured people.- Experience has shown just the reverse. 
Therefore from the communal point of view I oppose this particular clause 
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in Stronger words than as an Indian. I consider that this particular 
clause is a great injustice to innocent people ; it is really killing a cottage 
industry and it is a provision under which innocent people are being 
pjnished without committing any offence. 

With tliesc words, Sir, I beg to move my amendment. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : I hope I shall be able to simplify a great deal of what 
has been tabulated here under the various amendments. My friend. 
Dr. Ziauddin, wants to omit clause 8 Avhich deals with old presses. Sub- 
clauses (1) and (2) deal with new jiresses. I think that so far as new 
presses are concerned, in ordinary cases no security should be demanded 
unless the Magistrate, for reasons to be recorded by him in writing, finds 
that it is a case in which security should be demanded and one such case 
^voiiid arise when the declarer of a new' press comes in the guise of 
keeper of a new press and who really is an old printer who has offended 
against the Press Act. That is the whole crux of the case. My Honour- 
able friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, merely meant to draw the attention of 
llie Ti’casiiry Benches to this flaw in clause 3 of the Bill, namely, tliat 
ordinarily no security should be demanded from the keeper of a new' 
press unless the Magistrate, for reasons to be recorded by him in writ- 
ing, finds that security is necessary. There are some other amendments 
di?alirig with the quantum of security. The security that is to be de- 
majj.ded from the keeper of a new press is not to exceed Rs. 1,000. But 
tiicre are a large number of amendments, and in order to save time, 
I would ask the Honourable Members to recast these amendments so 
that, point by point, we may go on and finish the work as soon as pos- 
sible. Point No. 1 is that ordinarily no security should be demanded 
from the keeper of a new press unless, for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, he suspects that the new' press is really an old offender coming 
in the guise of a new' press. The second point is that in such a case the 
security should not exceed the sum of Rs. 500. That will dispose of clause 
3, sub-clauses (1) and (2). Then there is sub-clause (3), namely, whether 
the security to be demanded from an old press which has offended 
against the Act is not less than Rs. 500 or more than Rs. 3,000. Honour- 
able Members desire that the minimum should be cut out and the maxi- 
mum should be reduced to Rs. 2,000. If my suggestion is accepted, it 
wilJ cover a very large number of amendments on the paper and it will 
brush all the amendments right up to page 4. If the occupants of the 
Treasury Benches have no objection to clarify the issues on these points. 
We shall be able to get through this w'ork very quickly. 

The Hcmowable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : I do not know 
whether, after what has fallen, from the Honourable gentleman from 
Nagpur, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad wdll be prepared to push his amendment- 
I do not propose to speak at any length on this point. But I should like 
to make it clear that the complete omission of the clause, which he proposes. 
Would, so far as presses are concerned, completely nullify the wdiole of 
tbo structure and purpose of the Bill. If, therefore, the House w^ere 
prepared to accept the Honourable Member's amendment, it would mean 
that all the labour which has been devoted to this measure, that all the 
decisions at which the House has already' arrived on general questions 

principle, would he directly negatived. T think the Honourable Mem- 
ber showed in his argument a complete misconception of what would 
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be the result of his amendment. He said that what he had in mind 
was the new press, the new press which has not offended. He objected 
to the principle which he said was inherent in the clause, and on that 
point T join issue with him. He went on to say that he had no objection 
in ].rinciple to security being taken from a press which has offended, lie 
apparently omitted to observe that sub-clause (3) of the clause makes 
precisely that provision to which he himself says he has no objectini;, 
but which would be abrogated by his amendment. I do not think I 
need deal further with this particular amendment. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : What has the llonoural)le the Home ^lember 
to say to the suggestion wliieli I have just now made by whi(?h we migiii 
be able to simplify the procedure ? 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : T cannot invade the iiinotion.s 
and discretion of the Chair. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : T appeal to yon, Sir, for the acc(‘ptaiice of 

suggestion. 

Mr. President : There are other amendments on the Order Paper. 
When those amendments are moved, it will be open for both sides of tlie 
House to consider how far there is a possibility of a compromise. This 
is not the occasion for it. 

The question is : 

** That clause 3 be omitted and consequential amendments be made in clauses 1 
and a.’- 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. B. Sitaramarajn (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I move : 

** Thai sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 3 be omitted. 

Sir, we have been discussing this Bill for four days and everything that 
can be said in a general way has been said on several of these important 
clauses. It is not my purpose therefore to dwell at length on this 
clause. All that I would like to say is this. My objection to sub-clause 
(1) of clause 3 is an objection based on a principle. That principle has 
been already stated before the House and that is, that no person should 
be presumed to be guilty unless the contrary is proved. No doubt, Sir, 
the clause, as is now drafted in the Bill now under discussion, has been 
greatly modified and it is a great improvement, I must admit, on the 
clause that was originally proposed by the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber. If I have ventured to move this amendment to-day, it is becaus^i 
of that sympathetic consideration which the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber has shown in coining to an agreement on several of the important 
clauses of this Bill and in modifying the old Bill to a large extent to 
suit the wishes of the non-offleial Members. But there are still a fevv 
more objectionable features permitted to be retained in this Bill ana 
it is with a view to state the desirability of removing those objection- 
able features on the floor of the House and to try and convince 
Honourable the Home Member that if he could see eye to eye with the 
non-official Benches in this matter, it would be quite possible for us to 
have a Bill which would be less objectionable and which at the sain® 
time would serve the purpose which he has in view that I have brougk 
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in this amendment. The improvements that have been made in this 
clause are, it will be seen, that a probation period of months is given 
to the keeper of a new press and the Magistrate, when ordering security, 
is required to put on record his reasons for so doing. That is a great 
improvement, I admit ; but still the principle is not conceded. It is 
open to a Magistrate to call upon any keeper of a new press to deposit 
security without his having done anything to deserve that penalty. The 
powers vested in a Magistrate are so wide, and knowing as we do the 
way in which discretion has been exercised by Magistrates under sec- 
tion 144, and other sections of the Criminal Procedure Code, notwith- 
standing the provisions provided for judicial control, has made me think 
that these powers are too wide, and it is not possible to believe that the 
Magistrate would eliminate the possibility of innocent people suffering 
under a clause like this. The exercise of these powers by the Magis- 
trates, as we all know, are based generally on information received 
from subordinates on whom they place great reliance. Neither the 
MngisU-ate nor his subordinates would be prepared to take any risk. 
It may be that the keeper himself has not offended, but his associates 
may be such that the Magistrate may think it prudent to take some 
security from this man eitlier on suspicion or in view of his antecedents. 
Tt is not difficult for the Magistrate to put on record his reasons for 
stating why a security should be demanded from thesfi people, notwith- 
standing the fact that the man has not actually committed anything to 
deserve the penalty. It must be remembered also that there is no judi- 
cial control over these proceedings. I venture to submit, under these 
circumstances it is not laii* to degrade the profession oC printers, and it 
is not worthy of tiie Government that a clause which is the negation of 
flic principle that all persons must be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty, should be permitted to be placed on the Statute-book. With 
these few words I move this amendment. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) ; Sir, I rise . to support the amendment moved by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Sitaramaraju. The keeping of a press is no 
longer a lucrative business. It is pursued now often as a su])plemenlary 
sniirce of income. Tlie kee])er of a press generally Avorks in an office 
where his income is perhaps insufficient, and he therefore starts a print- 
ing press by investing a capital of a few hundred rupees from his own 
pocket, or by scraping it together, or by procuring a loan or an advance 
on mortgage, and he wishes to do that in the hope that it Avill fetch 
him .some income, say Rs. 50 or Rs 100 a month. I admit. Sir, tlial it 
does fetch him some income, but sometimes, in these days of economic 
depression and keen competition it is jnst the other Avay. The head com- 
positor is often left in charge of the business, his only qualification being 
that he can read and Avrite without much difficulty, and the keeper of the 
l>ress comes back from his office seldom before dusk, and when he comes 
hack tired, lie is not in a position to look after the business ; lie does not 
knoAV Avhat is going on in the press. Under the circumstances, T think 
that it will be a great hardship to him if ho is asked to deposit any sum, 
big or small, especially because in those days business has to be carried 
on Avith much difficulty and under most adA’er.se circumstances. There 
is no reason why the keeper of a press should not be presuin(?d to be 
innocent so long as he has not offended against the buv. I am not talk- 
ing of jurisprudence and so forth, because Tam not a laAvyer, but T have 
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some common sense on which I take my stand and I should like to see which 
of my Honourable friends will go against common sense. With these 
lYords I support the amendment. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) ; Sir, I rise to support this 
amendment. I have myself given notice of a similar amendment which 
comes on later, so I would like to say a few words on this. 

My main objection against the provisions of this Bill is that, in- 
stead of introducing the rule of law in this country it introduces the 
rule of executive. We have been accustomed to hear from the Treasury 
Benches the phrase that if an administration wants to govern, it must 
maintain law and order at any cost. Thus law always takes precedence 
to order. All eminent authorities agree to this. No civilised State 
maintains order at the cost of law. Therefore the first point which 
ouglit to be taken into consideration in my humble opinion is whether, 
by introducing this new legislation, we are maintaining the rule of law 
in the country or are we substituting the rule of the executive for the 
rule of law. This clause, as a matter of fact the whole of this Bill, 
insists upon substituting Ihe authority of the executive for the authority 
of law. By asking us to enact this particular clause, the executive 
asks us not only to arm it with power to punish an in- 
dividual who in its opinion may transgress tlie limits of this Bill, but 
it asl.'s us also to declare ihat whoever intends to keep a printing ]n‘ess, 
he shall be regarded as a man of doubtful character and that he is 
not fit to be a free man. As a matter of fact the business or profession 
of printing has been declared to be a sort of criminal profession. Any 
person who wants to open or to engage in the profession of printing is 
to be regarded as a culprit from the very start. If the operation oc 
this clause had been limited to the cases of individuals of known bad 
or even doubtful antecedents, its authors could have claimed some merit 
for calling upon him to deposit security. In the absence of such a 
qualifying phrase we would be justified in concluding that irrespective 
of the antecedents of the declarant, the Magistrate can call upon him 
to deposit security. Of course discretion is vested in a Magistrate, but 
we have seen enough of the exercise of this discretion, the Magistrate 
entirely subordinates himself to the will of the District Magistrate. The 
Disfrict Magistrate’s will is more often than not exercised in restricting 
the liberties of the people, instead of protecting those liberties, which 
is the real function of the District Magistrate. With that mentality in 
the land, my submission is that it will be most dangerous to arm the 
executive with such a power. If the Press is not wanted in tin's 
country, let the executive come forward and openly declare so and Ave 
will do without a Press in India. But if the Press is wanted, and il it 
is considered to be of very great help in the administration of tlie 
country, then it is nothing short of tyranny to ask the keeper of a 
to deposit security. I do not agree with my friend the Mover of the 
amendment that the clause provides any probation of three months for 
good behaviour of a new press. There is no such provision. As I read 
sub-clauses (1) and (2) together the Local Government is given power 
to order a refund of the deposit money by not confirming the order of 
Magistrate but heaven knows hoAv that power is to be exercised. It is really 
no safeguard at all. The person Avho Avants to open a ncAv press Avill have to 
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deposit security in the very beginning. Therefore, my submission is that 
thefads no rule of justice or of equity in 4emandinj^ security fiom:;^ new 
press. A new press should be considered to be innocent till the kecpC^ 
or printer is found guilty, and we do not know why that rule, which 
has been introduced by British jurisprudence in India, should be abro- 
gated here when we are passing such legislation as this. With these 
few remarks, Sir, 1 support this amendment. 

Mr. E. Studd (Bengal : European) : Sir, I have listened very care- 
fully to the arguments of those Honourable Members who have support- 
ed this amendment, but 1 am afraid I cannot agree with them. It seems 
to me that, in the first place, they have refused to recognise the fact 
that this Bill is intended not to deal with the whole Press but to deal 
with only one specific section of the Press which admittedly has been 
doing a great deal of damage by eulogising murder and instigating 
violence. 1 do not think any of the arguments of my Honourable 
friends opposite can hold water. If they admit that there has been a 
section of the Press w'hich has been eulogising murder and violence, 
surely they must admit that steps must be taken to deal with 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muliammadan) : What about the new press ? 

Mr. E. Studd : I am coming to it now. It does not seem to me 
that it matters very much whether it is a new press or an old press. 
They all assume that everybody has got to pay this deposit, but I cannot 
agree with that assumption. I do not think that there are any grounds 
for believing that this clause would be operated unduly harshly by 
Magistrates who have to deal with applications. But, Sir, all my Honour- 
able friends opposite complain that they object to this clause on prin- 
ciple because it is condemning a man before he is found guilty. I do 
not know ho>v they can justify that claim. All that is asked is that the 
keeper of a press may be required to put down a deposit which he will 
have returned to him if there is no complaint against his press after 
three months. Now, Sir, I think I am right in saying that every Honour- 
able Member of this House, when he stands as a candidate for election, 
is called upon to put down a deposit. Can anybody honestly maintain 
that he has been condemned as a defaulter ? It seems to me, Sir, that 
the two cases are very much on the same footing, and therefore, I do 
not think that that claim can possibly hold water. I can understand 
Honourable Members disliking the provisions of this Bill — I do not like 
them myself very much — but 'when an emergency arises, sometimes un- 
pleasant measures have to be taken. Perhaps Honourable Members 
will remember that a year or two ago Prance was very much afraid o£ 
small-pox being introlciuced jnto their country, and they therefore laid 
down very strict regulations that no one must be allowed to land iii 
Prance unless he was either vaccinated then or could produce a certi- 
ficate that he had been vaccinated quite a short time before. It seems 
to me therefore that the present case is rather on a par with that. 
There is an evil in existence in this countrj’^ which it is sought to eradl- 
. cate and stop spreading, and therefore measures that we might not con- 
sider justifiable in ordinary times are perfectly justifiable under Ihfe 
present circumstances. Therefore, it seems to me that my friends 
Opposite have made out no case for this amendment, and I strongly 
oppose it. 
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Mr. CFaya Prasad Singh : Sir, I am really surprised at the arguments 
advanced by my Honourable friend who has just sat down. My friend 
stated that this clause is intended to be directed against that section of 
the Press which is known to have a tendency to incite to violence and 
things like that. Let us assume that it is so, but what about the new 
printing press which is just going to be started ? Why should any 
such presumption be raised against a new printing press ? Why should 
this new press, which has in no way offended against the law or is not 
in any way guilty of incitement to violence or murderous activities, be 
required to give a deposit in the first instance ? That is my first point 
which I want to place before the House, because every man must be 
presumed to be innocent, and the keeper of a new printing press must 
be presumed to be innocent till he is proved to be guilty. This is the 
fundamental proposition of criminal jurisprudence, which is sought to be 
violated by the insertion of this sub-clause. 

In the next place, the right of appeal to the High Court is also 
sought to be denied by this particular clause. Apart from the provi- 
sions prescribed in the Criminal Procedure Code, the High Court has 
inherent powers of superintendence, direction ami control. Now, this 
sub-claxLse seeks to deprive the High Court of that particular power. 
Therefore, my suggestion is that Government might, without impairiu" 
the object which they have in view, agree to the deletion of this sub- 
clause. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, T support the amendment that has been moved by my fri(‘n(l, 
Sitaramaraju. He has made out a very strong case in favour of the 
amendment, and I should like the Honourable the Home ]\buuber to eon- 
.sider the position so far as this sub-clause is concerned a little more care- 
fully. I am perfectly conscious — we are all conscious — of the fact that 
the Honourable the Home ]\rember has gone a long way to conciliate 
public opinion in favour of this Bill, but I do think that tins sub-clause 
cannot be justified having regard to the object of the Bill, with winch we 
on this side of the House have expressed our entire sympathy. The object 
of the Bill as now presented to the House is to provide against the pub- 
lication of matter inciting to or encouraging murder or violence. That 
object can be fully attained without having a sub-clause of this character. 
Under this sub-clause every press that is started has to deposit se(mrity 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : No, Sir. 

Sir Abdur Rahim : Yes, unless the Magistrate chooses to dispense 
with it at his own discretion. Now, I contend that no such discretion ought 
to be given to Magistrates in the case of a new printing press. The ques- 
tion I would ask the Treasury Benches to consider is this, — is a printing 
press a legitimate business or not ? If it is, is the Government entitled 
or justified, or is it necessary for them to ask, before a legitimate business 
of this character is started, that the man who starts it must be prepared, 
if the Magistrate so wishes, to deposit a certain amount of secnT*ify * 
"Wliy do 5 on not ask for security in the case of any other business 1 What 
is the reason then that in the case of printing presses only you should ask 
for security beforehand, or the Magistrate should have the power to ask 
for security ? What is the reason ? The only reason apparently, so lar 
as one can .guess, is this. There is a sort of presumption in the minds of 
the framers of the Bill that printing is a more or less dangerous business. 
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Is that so ? Is that the proposition that the Government wdiit to support — 
that there is a possible danger to the public if a printing press is started ? 
Unless that proposition is supported, I submit to the House that this 
sub-clause cannot be justified at all. Not only a printer, but ev(*ry man 
may be liable to offend against the law of the land. V/hy should the 
printers be singled out for security ? One can well understand that if a 
printing press is printing matter which offends against clause 4, which 
offends against the object of this Bill, then in that case the Magistrate 
should have the power to call upon the keeper of that press to deposit 
security. Bui until that has happened, what justifieatio]i is there for 
saying to a man who wants to start a business of printing, “ No, you 
shall not be allowed to do that unless you deposit a certain an oiint of 
security And, as has been pointed out, and very rightly pointed out, 
that will cripple printing business in this country a great deal. 

There are a very large number of small printing presses in this country 
which wdll not be able to deposit any security at all. Why should you 
hamper such men at all ? You can only do that if you really accept the 
proposition, if you believe in the proposition that printing is a dangerous 
business. Surely, it is not necessary for my Honourable friend the Horae 
Member to go so far as that. Let him lay down that if there is any press 
which offends against the provisions of clause 4, that press will be called 
upon by the Magistrate to furnish security. But why should ])resses, 
which have not yet started or rather which have just been started, be called 
upon to furnish security ? I submit that the Treasury Benches cannot 
justify this provision at all. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshnhi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : I cannot 
quite appreciate the views of my Honourable friends Mr. Caya Prasad 
Singh and Sir Abdur Rahim, and T do not agree ivith them in tlieir argu- 
ments. TJiey ask why the business of printing should bo m:id(' to dt*posit 
security. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh stated that every one in the eye of 
criminal jnrispriulence, not only of Britain but of the Roniaus, 1 believe, 
is supposed to be innocent unless there is a trial held and tlie guilt is 
proved. 

Sardai* Sant Singh : You ivill find an illustration to support your 
view from the French jurisprudence where a man is presumed to be guilty 
till he is proved to be innocent. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : If my Honourable friend will go to his own town — 
I do not know the district he comes from {An Honourable Member : 
“ Lyallpur.^') — but if he comes to my town the City of Calcutta, he will 
find there is a Corporation there for which my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt, has great respect because many gentlemen of his class 
make tJieir living out of it and are very busy with regard to the public 
life of the country. Sir, ive have got an avocation of life, the same 
avocation that Sir Abdur Rahim had 20 years ago, namely, the profession 
of a lawyer. (An Honourable Member : “ He is still a membe>’ of the 
Calcutta Bar.’’) But I do not think he takes out a licence from the 
Corporation of Calcutta. Sir, before we start our profession, we have to 
pay a deposit of Rs. 50 to the Municipality and take out a licence ; other- 
wise yon cannot carry on your trade. 

Sir Abdur Rahim : Is that security ? 

Mr, K. Ahmed : I will give you another case of security. But will 
there be any sense if you go and say to the Municipality, We are all 
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innocent. We come from England. We are barristers, and why should wc 
take out a licence ? We have got the liberty to practise anywliere we 

«o 

Sardar Sant Singh : Is there no distinction between taking out a 
licence and being bound down under a security ? 

Mr. K. Ahmed : If you like, take another illustration. Take section 
110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. If there is any information that a 
man is liable to commit an offence, or that it is a bad livelihood case and 
he is aiding and abetting tlie commission of certain offences, even though 
there is no proof, but only a rumour or information, then a First Class 
Magistrate or a Sub-Divisional Magistrate can call upon him to show cause 
why he should not furnish security, in which case will not my Honourable 
frienti go and say, In that case I stand surety for the man in the 
meanwhile before his case will be heard ? The man is innocent before his 
guilt is proved, and in the eye of the law he is presumed to be innocent, 
and I fully agree with r\\y Honourable friend in that. The printer here 
also before he starts his business has to take out a licence and deposit 
money. That deposit is not a penalty. As my Honourable friend, JMr. 
Studd, pointed out, do we not deposit before the returning officer at the 
time of nomination for election to the Legislative Assembly a certain 
amount of money ? Mr. President, you had also to give a security of 
Es. 500 before you filed your nomination paper. (An Honournhle 
Member ; hs that surety or deposit ? That is surety and security 
of Rs. 500 but here in the case of the printer it is deposit only and in 
case of liability arising, forfeiture would follow. Until the guilt of his 
client is proved under section 110, he has either to 
deposit Rs. 500 or Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 2,000 or get some 
one to stand surety for him that he will take his trial. Similariy there 
will bo a trial of the printers. Under the law of evidence they could not 
admit the evidence of the innocence of the printers for whom my friends 
appear. T ask them to agree with me that this clause is not. in contra- 
vention of any pirinciple of jurisprudence or criminal law. 1 am speaking 
simply as a disinterested person and I have lieard the arguments on both 
sides. 1 slioidd like to se(* a liappy and prosperous Press in India, but the 
Governin(3iit fim* that the trade is not carried on properly. Suppose a 
dirty press is started in tlie slums of Calcutta ; and it has no means to pay 
the penalty which the Magistrate may impose on it. In that case how 
are .you to punish it ? I should like my Honourable friends to s.atisfy me 
on tliat r)oint. Will they quote any law or principle of jiirisprudcnce to 
support th(‘ir vicAV ? I think, Sir, that their arguments have no leg to 
stand upon, and I challenge my friends from the opposite side to convince 
me how I can be in a position to agree with them. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilknnd and Kumaon Divisions : N^on- 
Muhammfidan Rural) : As one wdio had served on the Select CommiHee 
of the Press Bill 1 think I must offer a few observations on the very 
reasonable amendment of my Honourable iriend, Mr. Sitaramaraju. At the 
very outset I roust dispose of the laKst speaker who made a very senous 
speech which is not in keeping with his usual role as a humorist. 1 
never thought that the expression which has been used could be true in 
regard to his ease, an expression often used very uiigenerousl/ in regai d to 
barristers-^^ ‘ Scratch a barri.ster and you find a bureaucrat • 
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(Laughter.) His argument was worthy of a supporter of the Bill and 
not an interpreter of jurisprudence. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : I never was a supporter. I heard both sides. 
There is no argument to support the other side. 

TSr, C. 8. Iyer : I never thought that my friend had the 

capacity of facing both ways. (Laughter.) That is in keeping with our 
humorist’s role. 

Leaving his arguments aside, let me come to the point at issue. So 
far as any n(*wspaper is concerned, our position is that no new newspaper 
should start with a millstone round its neck. Why should not every man 
who wants to keep a press or publish a paper be given an opportunity of 
starting on a clean slate ? That opportunity is not denied under this 
section, but I do say it is vested in the discretion of the Magistrate and 
Magistrates being human beings and entrusted with the responsibility of 
keeping oi'der within tlieir domain, do not always see eye to eye with 
those who liave sometimes to carry on a raging and tearing campaign. 
Why should the Magistrate be tlie judge of what is good and what is bad 
before the press has had an 0])portunity to sin against even his own 
opinions in regard to journalistic wisdom or unwi.sdom. That is our whole 
case in a nutshell. The ^Magistrate is a judicial officer too and strictly 
speaking is under the control of the High Court and in this particular 
maltor the Magistrate is liberated from the jurisdiction of the High 
Court. When a security is demanded from a new press, there is no pro- 
vision for appeal against that security to the High Court, and unless and 
until Goveimment concede this very proper, this very legitimate and this 
very reasonable demand of ours, that the order of the Magistrate in regard 
to the demand of security from a new press must be subject to appeal to 
the High Court, as in the case of the old ju'ess, unless and until Govern- 
ment have the reasonableness to concede that demand, we on this side 
will’ not only oppose this measure but also press this point to a division. 
Sir, I hope and trust that the Honourable the Horae Membei’ will not take 
shelter under the argument that this provision is made because it is a 
provision to prevent masquerading by a new press man because an old 
press has been suppressed. Sir, after all, by trying to hit at a new press 
man because he happens to be tiie agent of an old press jnan who has 
already come under the security section of this Bill, by trying to take 
action in that manner, they are putting in the hands of the Magistrates 
a weapon which he can wdth equal facility use against anyone who 
starts a new press with no old connections, or carries oii a constilutional 
campaign, — and I include, as the late Mr. Gokhale used to do, ])as.sive 
resistance under odnstitutional campaign. My fear is this, that Magistrates 
do lose their equilibrium, they are thrown off their balance when there is 
a movement which they find it difficult to control, which does not give them 
peace of mind. 

Sir, standing as we do between the opening of ;i new era and the 
closing of the old. standing as we do at the parting of the ways, the going 
away of on old bureaucracy and the coming in of a new democracy, there 
will be agitation, and agitation \vhich will disturb the peaee of mind of the 
W of Magistrates, and this agitation will be carried on by means of the 
Newspaper j^ress ; and I would not. Sir, allow' the Magistrate to sot up 

standard of journalistic propriety. It is much better to censor the 
it is much better to stop the publication of newspapers, it is much 
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better to issue a ukase from the Vieeregal Lodge, as they often did before, 
saying tliat newspapers must not be published until they fulfil this, that 
or the other condition ; it is much better to do that than to come to us 
and ask us to put a w eapon in the hands of the Magistrate which, judging 
by our experience in the old days of the Press Act, has not been used 
satisfactorily. Sir, a tree is judged by its fruits ; and the Magistrate 
will be judged by his past actions ; and judging him by his actions, we 
are unwilling to put that power into the hands of the Magistrates. There- 
fore we lequest the Home Member to concede this very reasonable demand, 
the concession of which will not only appease public opinion in this 
country, but will also go a long way in the direction of ushering in a proper 
atmosphere for the new constitution, but the non-concession ot* wJiich 
will only prove that the Oovernment are unwilling to move with the times, 
but are willing to be as irresponsive as they have been irresponsible. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division : Muhammadan 
Biiral) : Sir, before we decide whether this clauses should be taken away 
from the Bill or not, we have to see why this Bill has come in. We know. 
Sir, that in toe past the Press or a certain section of the Pnvss has been 
indulging in something which requires to be stopped, and that thing was 
incitement to some offence which amounts to murder, or smneiijues when 
they eulogize ])f‘oplo who ])erpetrate the murder of innocent i>eople. When 
Tve have got this point of view to remember, then wo can only judge 
whether the Press had been behaving in the past or in the near past in 
such a way that they could be left entirely alone oi* could be believed to 
be absolutely innocent. We know there have been anises which could liavo 
been slopped if the Press had not incited them. Now romembm'ing that, 
and also ])earmg in mind that this Bill is going to last for only one yeai*— 
it may of course be extended for another year but that does not matter ; 
at present it is to be enacted for one year only — we have to judere all tlu* 
arguments that have been advanced by the su])portors and by the j\rov(^r 
of this amendment. The chief point which has been taken by the Movrr 
of tlie amendment and by the Honourable 8ir Abdiir Rahim and tli« 
Honouralde Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh is that this order should not apply to 
a man who starts a press for the first time, and that it will be a great 
hardship if ai^y order demanding security is passed against a man who 
comes for the first time to open a press, as it might stop him from entering 
iipon the (riiterprise of printing. Well, Sir, when it is remembered that 
this Bill is going to last only for one year, I do not think that this aiga 
ment, that it will cause great hardship to new enterprises, has got any force. 
I think the yx'ople who will within one year start printing presses are not 
going to be very large ; there are already printing presses which are exist- 
ing and about wtoich the decision can be made in one day as to whether 
they are really treating their liberty as licence or utilizing their liberty 
properly. Now people who will come up in the future and start a press 
within one year can be counted on one’s finger’s ends, and the ‘vhole 
argument which has been advanced fal-s to the ground when we take tlicse 
two elements into consideration. Then, a second thing is, supposing a 
man starts press 'which is quite a new press, but the man is an old sinneiv 
what has my Honourable friend got to say in that respect ? II' 
man aberut whom we know that he had been exciting and inciting peoj^lc r 
commit murder and other otlences against which this Bill is aimed, an 
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this man comes up as the possessor of a new printing press, will my Honour- 
able friend want that security should be asked from this man. or should 
not be asked ? 1 am certain, Sir, that my Honourable friend has not got 
this object in his mind, lie will come up at once and say that this is 
not the proper man ; but although he starts a new printing press, he is the 
same man who had been committing this crime in the past and he should 
be asked for full security. Sir, if this clause (i) of sub-elanse (3) is 
taken away as a whole, what is left with the Government to enable them 
to judge whether they should ask security from a man of that charactijr 
who starts a new' enterprise ? This is the only clause which can give 
power to the District Magistrate to demand a security that this man )iiay 
behave pro])erly. He of course has got a certain period wdthiii wliieh 
to pay, and ii! the Local Government do not make any order in this respect, 
then the whole security will be refunded. Then another objection which 
has been raised by Honourable Members on the opposite side is this, that 
the security wdii h may be demanded may be very high for a poor man. 
But T must ])Oint out that the security w'hich may be demanded may 
not exceed Rs. 1,000 — that is the maximum. If a poor man starts a little 
printing press w'hieh may be worth about Rs. 500 or Rs. 600, a secuidty of 
Rs. 10, Rs. L5 or even Rs. 50 or Rs. 100 may be demanded from such a 
press, and there wdll be no hardship I think. So if the press is w'orth lakhs 
of rupees — and you cannot get a press for less than Rs. 7,000 uow-a-days — 
the demanding of a security for Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 from this man to 
ensuri? his behaving properly for one year — because this Bill is not going 
to last after a year~is not too much in present circumstances when w'c are 
having murders in all provinces and everywhere. I think, Sir, this point 
has been too much stressed and only a pathetic scene has been sketched 
where Uiere is no real foundation for it. 

The second is the legal difficulty. My friend wants that the whole 
of sub-clause (1) should be deleted. That means that the proviso in sub- 
clause (1) should also go with it. The proviso reads : 

“ Provided that if a deposit has beeu required under sub-section (5) from nny 
previous keeper of the printing-press, the security which may be requircil umler tnis sub- 
section may amount to three thousand rupees.” 

Sui)posing a man has got a printing press to-day and incites to 
murder ; he is then asked to give security and then sells the press and 
starts another wdth the same management, what are you going to do '? 
How are you going to cope with the situation in these circumstances ? 
You cannot, unless you have this provision. Another thing is that when 
you make a law, you must take into consideration all kinds of ilii)igs 
which might happen. The point is, do you want to stop murder or not ? 
Do you w'aiit to stop the incitement to murder f If you w’aiit to do it, you 
must do it frankly and openly. If you do not want to do it, throw it 
out, I do not mind at all. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan; ; Can you stop 
murder by this Bill ? 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : You can certainly stop the incite- 
ment. Theft and murder are punishable under the Indian Penal Code, 
but you have not been able to stop them. So you cannot stop murder 
by this Bill but you can stop the incitement to a certain extent. 
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Then, Sir, if you take out sub-clause (1) from clause 3 what is left f 
Sub-clause (2) will be left and it reads like this ; 

“ WLere security required under sub-section ( 1 ) has been deposited in respect of 
any printing: press, and for a period of three months ”, etc. 

Now, Sir, take away this sub-clause (1) 

IWr. B. Sitaramaraju : But there are other amendments. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : I am not dealinR with them. But 
supposing the other amendments fail and this amendment is carried then 
what is left ? My friends ought to have given one amendment which would 
be comprehensive. But I do not find any amendment in tlie name of my 
Honourable friend there. There are amendments in the names of other 
Meiubeif. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Look at No. 19. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Supjiosing that faii.s and this amend- 
ment is carried, then the Bill will be an absurd Bill. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Even this will not be carried. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Yes, this should not be carried. 
Therefore, even besides the legal difiiculty I find that the amendment wJiich 
has been proposed by my Honourable friend cannot be supported on its 
merits and I oiipose this amendment. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, as one who 
Served on the Select Committee of this Bill I should like to make a very 
few observations. The principal argument of the other side as to why 
sub-clause (1) of claitse 3 should be deleted from the BiU was based, as 
1 understand it, on the universally accepted principle of criminal juris- 
prudence that every man should be presumed to be innocent until he is 
proved to be guilty. It is that very principle of criminal jurisprudence. 
Sir, that impressed itself upon the members of the Select Committee 
when they altered the original provision of the Bill into the provision 
as it now stands. You are aware. Sir, that in the original Bill the 
Magistrate as a matter of course demanded security from every keeper of 
a printing press unless for reasons to be recorded in writing he chose to 
dispen-se with that security. That may be a contravention of the principle 
of jurisprudence that every man is presumed to be innocent until he is 
proved to be guilty. But the Select Committee have altered this pro- 
vision. The present provision says that the Magistrate would, as I 
understand it, ordinarily dispense with security except for reasons to 
be recorded by him in writing. Therefore instead of violating the 
general principle of criminal jurisprudence which has been so often 
enunciated on the other side, I beg to submit that the clause as altered 
by the Select Committee emphasises that principle. But it may be asked, 
if a Magistrate in the exercise of his discretion demands security to be 
furnished, why should not that order demanding the security be appeal- 
able in the High Court 1 Sir, we arc aware that there is a clear distinc- 
tion in matters of administration, between matters which are justiciable 
and matters which are not justiciable. The Magistrate who would pass 
such an order would pass it upon information supplied to him or upon 
evidence placed before him which it would not be prudent or discreet to 
publish to the world. In such circumstances what materials would the 
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High Court have, assuming the matter was made appealable ? Only the 
other day I think this Assembly by a very large majority rejected a 
motion that all orders passed by a Magistrate under section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code should be appealable or should be open to 
revision by the High Court. And all the reasons that prevailed in this 
Assembly then are precisely the reasons that can now be urged in support 
of this measure. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : May I ask my Honourable friend if he means 
to imply that orders under section 144 are not revisable by the High 
Court ? If he says that, he has forgotten his law. 

Dr. P. X. TeSouza : My point is this that whenev(M* a ^lagistrate 
acts upon evidence which it is not prudent to disclose,^ then 1 say it would 
be wrong to allow an appeal to be made or a revision to be filed in the 
High Court for the simple reason that the High C^ourt will have nothing 
before it upon which to base its interference. After all, why should we 
jiresume that every District Magistrate should .act so arbitrarily or 
simply on a mere whim f The District Magistrate is a person in 
authority entrusted by Government uith the maintenance of peace and 
order in the district. As it happens. Sir, a large number of districts 
are now administered by Indians who may be supposed to be in touch 
with the public feeling and public opinion in tlieir districts. Why 
should you assume that the Magistral e always acts harshly and arbitrarily 
and it he acts arbitrarily, is there no check on his arbitrary orders ? I 
ujiderstand — I am speaking subject to eorreetion — any order passed by 
the District Magistrate under this cdause would be appealable to. the 
Local Government. Shall we assume that the Local Government wdll 
always endorse any arbitrary or hasty action passed by the District 
Magistrate ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The Rill does not provide for any appeal 
or anything of the sort to the Local Government. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza : it is tlio inherent poAver of the Local Govern- 
ment to revise all orders passed by the District l\Iagistrates or other 
officers subordinate to it. Mr. Banga Iyer spoke in very eloquent terms 
that this is an inopportune time — ^just when we are on the parting of the 
ways between a bureaucratic Government and a democratic Government. 
J entirely agree with him. It is that very consideration which will in- 
fluence the District Magistrate and the Local Government which will make 
them, entering as they do on the threshold of a new era, refrain from 
passing an order hastily and arbitrarily without due caution. After all, 
taking security from a keeper of the press for publishing a matter 
inciting to violence, is it such a severe penal action as Honourable 
Members on the other side seem to make out ? In the course of a career 
which I venture to say is not dishonourable, I do not know how many 
limes I have been called upon to furnish security. When I joined my 
College in Cambridge, I had to deposit caution money. What was that 
? For fear that I should make default in payment of College bills, 
^hen I joined the Inns of Court in London I w’as asked to deposit a 
sum of money by way of caution money. Nobody could regard that 
anything derogatory or as anything savouring of penal action. Sir, 
^‘ith all deference to the arguments urged on the other side, I venture 
think that the. clause as now amended by the Select Committee is 
a very mild clause and is necessary at a time when there is a great danger 
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of irresponsible presses publishing articles of violence. I think it is the 
least that the Legislature can provide. 


Sir Hari Singh Gour : Sir, my Honourable friend who spoke last 
spoke of the impeccability of the District Magistrate. If that had been 
his real and true opinion, he would not have filled the position of distinc- 
tion on the Bench in Miid for so long correcting the vagaries of the 
District IMagistrates. Bui, Sir, circumstances alter cases. To-day he 
stands as a spokesman ol* Government and he says that when he was in 
college he had to i)ay caution money. When he was in the University he 
had also to in\y certain caution money. So where is the harm in taking 
a scurity - Sir, according to that argument if you are to take security 
from my Honourable friend against a possible pick-pocketing by him, 
he would have no objection and that, 1 submit, is his whole argument. 
Where is th(' harm if you take security ? Sir, the taking of a security 
is in itself a disgrace, and no self-respecting man, no self-respecting 
member of society will submit to it unless a proper cause is shown against 
him. The reason why we on this side of the House oppose the going in 
of this clause as a part of the statute is that you take security from a 
man wlio comes before yon as an innocent keeper of a public press, and 
what right liave you to take security from him ? My Honourable friend 
says that the Magistrate lias been given the discretion to dispense with 
security. Now I will ask the Honourable Member and his other pro- 
tagonists in this view as to what is meant by the words, “ The Magistrate 
may. for reasons to be recorded in writing What are going to be the 
reasons which the Magistrate will record for dispensing with the 
security ? Will he say, “ This man has come with a red turban and 
consequently he is painted red and I shall demand security ? Suppos- 
ing tlie Magistrate jiasses an order of this character, is it or is it not open 
to appeal or revision by the High Court ? The whole thing may turn 
ijjmn one narrow issue. The executive are calling upon the aid of the 
.iudiciary for the purpose of upholding the integrity of the Press. It 
is a fundamental principle of law, and I am sure my Honourable friend 
must have learnt it in his school days, that if you apply the judicial 
machinery, you can only do so subject to judicial control. That, T 
submit, is the principle. That, I submit, is the fulcrum of the whole 
Here the executive are calling into requisition the services of the 
Judge. Is that Judge a subordinate Judge ? Is that Judge to r.ct 
independently of the High Court ? Can my friend say that that is a 
principle which he can tolerate for a single moment ? The wliole 
judicial principle administered by the British Government in this country, 
and indeed by all civili.sed countries, is that all subordinate judiciary 
shall be subject to the su])erintendence, direction and control of the 
supreme judicial authority. You have, therefore, in this case, enlisted 
the services of a judicial officer freed from that control which the Hi}?h 
Court exercises and must exercise under the British Act of Parliament 


over all judicial officers. That, I submit, is the point. My Priend sHy^! 
if the District Magistrate commits an error, the man can appeal to the 
Local Government. Sir, T have still to learn that the Local Government 
is a judicial authority. I have still to learn that there is any provision 
in this Bill to that effect. I would give way to my Honourable 
if he will point put to me any clause in the Bill which permits the 
against whom an order for security is made, to appeal to the Local 
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Government. He might just as well have said that the man against 
whom a w^rong order is passed will take his revenge in heaven. That is 
cixactly what it will come to. (Laughter.) The Local Government is the 
moving machinery in this matter. The Local Government in many 
cases — 1 do not say in all cases — receives confidential reports from their 
C. 1. D. and in a mechanical fashion passes them on to the District 
Magistrate. The District Magistrate has a dual capacity. He is the 
head of the district police and he is also a District Magistrate and as 
iEiUch a Judge. In his one capacity as a policeman he says, this fellow is 
a bad fellow. At any rate if he is not a bad fellow, he is the son of a bad 
fellow because I knew his father. So he comes up and says, “ Well, I 
knew your father. Your father was a bad fellow and you give security 
There he is using his knowledge of the policeman for determining the 
case as a Judge. In his character as Judge he passes an order, which 
amounts to abuse of authority. Can he give me any redress at all or 
not ? That is the whole short question. Speakers on this side say that 
when you find that any matter is made justiciable by having recourse 
to a judicial authority and you want the co-operation of a Judge, that 
co-operation will be only forthcoming subject to the salutary rule that 
the co-operation is subject to final judicial control. That being the 
principle, a principle which I enunciated yesterday and against which 
nothing has been said and nothing indeed can be said, how can you 
)>ossibly resist the motion tliat has been made before the House ? 

I therefore submit that the apologists of Government have no 

reason on their side ; they merely rely upon the fact that at the fag 

end of the session, the ranks of tlu* Opposition an* thin, and you with 
your disciplined cohorts are able to carry everything before you. Jf you 
rely upon that, yon rely iipon main force ; you do not rely upon reason. 
We are asking you to rely uj)oii reason and if there is going to be a 
(leeision on these ((uestions u|M)n the fundamental principles of reason 
Hiid fairplay, then I say you have got no ease at all. This 

is one of the four points I made yesterday ; this is one of 

the four points which I asked the Government to consider 
seriously. They have not yet considered it ; it will be too late for them 
if they do not consider it now. It may be that you may defeat this 
motion, but what will be the result ? The whole of the intelligentsia 
in the country will feel seriously aggrieved that you have put into 
service your majority on the last or a few days bi*foro the last day of 
the session, and taken advantage of the absence of the elected representa- 
tives of the people, and placed upon the Statute-book a Bill which as 
far back as 1878 was the subject of popular clamo^^r. That is the 
Bill which you have re-introduced with, I admit, some difference. I 
was in the Select Committee and I then pointed out to you, and in our 
<lissenting note you will be pleased to observe, that five elected Members 
^representing this side of the House have jminted out the serious defects 
wliich still lurk in the Bill as it has emerged from the Select Committee, 
"fhose are the defects you have got to remedy and rectify. If you do 
Jtot rectify them to-day, I am sure you will be repenting that you did 
J^ot act upon the counsel which you profess to follow, namely, to do 
no matter whether you have a majority at your baeli or whether 
We have a majority at our back. You are now trampling under foot a 
'^uidaniental and cardinal principle of English law and Indian law, that 
'^enever you apply for the co-operatioii of a judicial officer, that judicial 
officer being subordinate must be subject to correction by the highest 
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judicial authority in the country. You cannot deny that. Section 107 
of the Government of India Act gives the High Court power of superin- 
t^denee over all courts subordinate to itself. As such the power of 
superintendence over the proceedings of the District Magistrate exists in 
the High Court ; and we have no power to modify, much less abrogate, 
an Act of Parliament. So, whatever you may do, I submit you will be 
running Counter to the very spirit and the very letter of the British Act 
of Parliament. 

Some of my friends who have made a study of the constitution of 
this country will remember that in 1919 Sir Courtney llbert appeared 
before the Joint Parliamentary Committee and gave a list of nearly 50 
Acts of the Indian Legislature which he said had been passed in violation 
of the fundamental principles and were otherwise ultra vires. This 
might perhaps add one more item to that list. Do not err wdth your 
eyes open on a principle, the recognition of which is now universal and 
will not in the slightest degree impair the utility and the function of 
this Act. It w’ill only give the District Magistrate a real judicial powder ; 
he Avill have to record such reasons as will stand the scrutiny of the High 
Court. That is all the ditference. When the District Magistrate knows 
that his wwd is law and that his orders are not open to appeal by the 
High Court, he may pass any order he likes, and the mere fact that you 
have asked and the members of the Select Committee have asked that lie 
will record his reasons is not enough. Who is going to read those reasons f 
Who is going to weigh those reasons ? Who is going to pronounce upon 
the validity of those reasons t He may record any reason he likes. 
The reasons may be good ; they may be bad and they may be perverse. 
It is for that reason that the principle of law is that all subordinate 
judicial officers^ orders and judgments must be open to appeal and 
final revision by the High Court. II ow^ can you make this section an 
exception to that rule ? That is the point we have been labouring ; and 
amongst the various scattered amendments on tliis Bill you will find that 
you always run against this great principle. Are you going to obtain 
the assistance and co-operation of a judicial officer free from that 
judicial control which is a recognised principle of the British and Indian 
constitution ? (Applause.) 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar ; Mr. President, I am not sur- 
prised at, nor do I make any complaint of, the fact that the attention of 
Honourable Members opposite and of the critics of the Bill has been con- 
centrated upon this particular provision, because indeed my owm case is 
that this particular provision is vital to the whole Bill ; and that if it is 
not included in the Bill, I should not consider it worth while to proceed 
any further wdth the measure. In the criticisms which have been made 
of this particular provision, it seems to me that there has been on the 
part of Honourable gentlemen opposite a singular misconception of the 
position and a singular failure to face the plain facts of the position- 
The suggestion broadly has been that in perfectly normal times Gov- 
ernment have gratuitously and deliberately undertaken a piece or 
superfluous and exceptional legislation. I shall advert to that point 
later. But my immediate purpose is to point out that even if we make 
Ihe absurd -assumption that the circumstances are normal and proceo 
from that proposition to the further proposition that this Bill is a com- 
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plete violation of the fundamental rules of jurisprudence and of admi* 
tiistration, then I join issue at once on that preliminary issue. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Hear, hear. 

The Honourable Hr James Orerar : The Honourable and learoed 
gentleman from Bengal, who at one time occupied and decorated a seat 
on the Bench of His Majesty’s High Court of Judicature at Port 
St. George, alleged that Acre was an obvious defect in this Bill in that 
it proposes to select one ^particular trade, a legitimate trade, a harmless 
trade, by invidious discrimination from all other trades. Now, let me 
examine that proposition in the first instance and consider whether it 
really is a comi)lete or even a reasonable approximation to the position. 
Is it a fact that the law does not recognise differences mainly based on 
whether a trade is or may be dangerous to the public ? Are there no 
prescriptions of law 1 Are there no practices of administration based 
upon the practice of law which do lay special restrictions on trades and 
occupations which are noxious or dangerous to the public ? 

Sir Abdur Rahim : May I know if this is a noxious trade ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I would merely point out, and 
I think the Honourable Member will admit the fact that the law does 
make discriminations in the interests oT the public. 

Now, we come to the question of the printing trade. That trade is 
no doubt one of the most valuable trades which can contribute very 
greatly and which has contributed very greatly many public benefits, 
but what we are asserting in this particular context is that a certain 
section of that trade, under circumstances which are quite exceptional, 
and which we hope will be temporary, is quite definitely dangerous to 
the public and ought therefore to be controlled. Now, Sir, is the 
general proposition that a person who may be dangerous to the public 
should be required to give security, although he has not been convicted 
of some specific offence, entirely unknown to the criminal law 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : Who is going to be the judge of it t 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : My reply is to the contention 
which is alleged against the whole of this Bill, that it is completely 
itnd fundamentally opposed to all principles of law, on the grouud, that 
a conviction for an offence must in all cases precede reasonable precau- 
tions in the public interests. I deny that is an unreasonable principle 
of law, and I deny that the main principle, the fundamental principle 
of jurisprudence to which the Honourable Member has referred is 
violated by this Bill 

Mr. B. Das : A matter of opinion. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Now, Sir, 1 pass on to the 
second proposition. It has been suggested, as I remarked before, that 
Government are proceeding gratuitously, quite unnecessarily in per- 
fectly normal circumstances to introduce a measure, violating, as 
Honourable Members opposite suggested, every decent principle of 
administration or of legislation. Do Honourable Members completely 
^ose their eyes, do they entirely deny the circumstances which compel 
Government to bring forward this measure t As I listened to the argu- 
ments of the Honourable and learned gentlemen opposite, I felt by some 
enrioiis attraction or repulsion, — I do not know which — ^they had ceased 
fo regard themselves as statesmen in this House, but as lawyers en- 
^^Sed in special pleading not on a public cause but on some j5,viv^te 
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i&sue. Every argument which has been adduced by Government and the 
evidence which has been laid before the House to convince it that we are 
faced with a very serious emergency in this matter,' was not seriously 
traversed, but they have been completely neglected by nearly every 
Honourable gentleman who objected to this provision. 

Now, the second point which I wish to take is the one which has already 
been referred to before. Sir Hari Singh Qour laid great stress on the fact 
that^ Government were, as he alleged, taking a highly improper course in 
placing a certain responsibility upon District and Presidency Magis 
trates with regard to this particular provision. He said it is a maui 
festly, fundamentally wrong thing to do. It was indecent, it \va^ 
improper, because he said in this particular instance the action of tin 
Presidency Magistrate or a District Magistrate was not to be subjeci 
to appeal or revisioii by the High Court. Well, Sir, my plain answei 
to him is this, that we on this side have never made any disguise of i' 
that in order to meet a great public emergency we are asking foi 
certain executive powers. The aclion taken, or which will he capabl. 
of being taken, by the Dstrict Magistrate or the Presidency Magistrati 
under this provision is definitely executive action, and 1 know that then 
is 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Don’t ask the .Judges 1o help you. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : If the Honourable Member pre 
poses that there should be no application to the High Court even h 
matters w’hich we contend are properly jndiciablc matters, then it ' 
entirel.v open to him to move for the rejection of all apifiications to th 
High Court, and when the TIononrable Member is driven plainly. 
pabl.v to advance an argument of this character to siipport his propi 
sition. T ask him whether it is fair to suggest that Govei’nineiir iir 
taking advantage of thinnes.s of attendance in that side of the Ho\i' 
ratlier than on the thinness of their arguments. 

Now, .Sir, I do not think that I need address tlie Hoiis«“ at luur 
greater lengtli, but there are one or two ))oints to which I must advert ani 
which I wish strongly to impress upon the House. Practically the whole o 
the arguments which have proceeded from Honourable gentlemen opposit 
have proceeded ui)on the assumption throughout that every provision o 
this Act will be deliberately, continuously and invariably abused by th 
authorities to whom any discretion is given. Now, if an argument of thsi 
kind is to prevail with the Ilonse, T suggest to them that it will be quit 
idle for them to undertake any legislation whatsoever, because all legislatio 
is liable to be abused, and it does not matter whether the power which 
capable of abusing such legislation is an executive power or a jufhen 
power. Even High Courts themselves occasionally err, and T belie\^ tt 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council have been under the necessity < 
pointing that out, but T say that if this is the principle on which you at 
going to proceed, if you are going to make extreme assumptions of tw 
character, then we may as well abolish ourselves as a legislative body ain 
gether. I do not rely merely on questions of principle, but I appea* 
experience. A similaj* measure but of a much more extensive charact 
was in force last year. I watched its administration with the greatft 
care. If complaints were made in regard to it, I have not found 
in any sucK considerable yolume as would lead to tKe conclusion eiw 
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that the provisions of that enactment w^ere consistently abused or even 
that ill their exercise they iiiflieted any great hardship or inconvenience 
upon the jirinting and the publishing trade. 

Mr. B. Das : Again a matter of opinion. 

The Honourable Siir James Crerar : The last arguiiienr to which I 
would advert is the one which J first used. Are we to argue this matter as 
if we were merely debating society or are we to argue it as serious people 
in a Legislative Assembly ? The main ground which, as I say, has never 
been traversed or even sincerely criticised on the opposite Benches of this 
House, regards the necessity, the grave emergency which requires a remedy. 
Those conditions, Sir, are the fundamental conditions that persist and will 
persist unless these powers are granted. My complaint against Honourable 
Members opposite is that at this stage of the debate they have closed their 
eyes to those facts. They have engaged in purely destructive criticism, 
1 P'M. whereas we have pointed out to them that if we do 

not have provisions of this kind — I accept ray Honourable friend Mr. Banga 
Iyer's advice that we should not go into details but nev^ertheless, as has 
been pointed out in the earlier stages of the debate — it has been pointed 
out and I think established that if we do not have provisions of this kind, 
inevitably there will be a constant stream of the most virulent matter 
published in certain sections of the Press. Honourable Members close 
their eyes to facts. They have not even attempted to suggest any remedy. 
My contention, Mr. President, is that we ought to face those facts and to 
apply the remedy. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That Ful)*clause ( 1 ) of clause 3 be omitted.*^ 

The Assembly divided : 

AYES—iO. 


Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar AH, Mr. MiihaniTOad. 
Bhupiit Sing, Mr. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chotty, Mr. B. K. Shanmnkhara. 
Cliinoy, Mr. Rahiratoola M. 

Das, Mr. P,. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabnkinnar Sing. 
Dntt, !Mr. Amar Nath. 

6onr, Sir Hari Singh. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Raj Swamp, Lala. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 
Jhn, Pandit Ram Krishna. 

.Tog, Mr. S. G. 

Kyaw Myint, U 

Lahiri Chandhiiry, Mr. D. K. 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 
iiiitra, Mr. S. C. 


Murtuza Saheb Bahardiir, Maiilvi Sayyid. 
Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Patil, Rao Bahadur B. Ij. 

•Puri, Mr. Goswami M. R. ' 

Banga Iyer, Mr. G. S. 

Rastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Rcddi, Mr. P. G. 

Rcddi, Mr, T. N. Ramakrishua. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Sukhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Tun Aung, U 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Zinuddin Akmad, Dr. 
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NOES— 55. 


Abdul Qaijrum, Nawab Sir >Saliibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Bnksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgi'Mmi, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Eajnarayan. 

Bliargava, Eai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Crprar, The Honourablo Sir .Lames. 
Dalai, Dr. K. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. ^ 

Dyer, Mr. »!. F. 

Fazal Uaq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

Frciudi, Mr. J. C. 

Gnilinm. Sir Lancelot. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 
llezlett, Mr. .1. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ishwarsingji, Xawnb Naharsingji. 
.lawaliar Singh, Sardar Bahatlur Sardar. 
Knight. Mr. H. F. 

Lall, Mr. S. 

Lalcliand, Captain Eao Bahadur. 

Leaeh, Mr. F. B. 

Afontgouiei y, Mr. II. | 

Moore. Mr. Arthur. 

The motion was negatived. 


Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjee, Bai Bahadur S. G. 

Pandit, Bao Bahadur S. B. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Badiidflin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur MauM. 
Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Bujah, B.'io Bahadur M. C. 

Bania Buo, Bai Bahadur U. 

Bam Chandra, Mr. 

Bow, Mr. K. Saiijiva. 

Boy, :dr. S. X. 

Sahi, IMr. Ram Prasad Narayan 
Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Hoiiourabto Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Slier Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Stndd, Mr. E. 

Siiliniwardy. Sir Abdallah. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tait, Mr. .lolin. 

T.’ilib .Melidi Khan, Xawab Major Malik. 
Todd. Mr. A. H. A. 

Vaknl), Sir Muhammad. 

Vjnnin Khan, Mr. Muliaimnad. 

Voniig, .Mr. G. M. 

Zuldqar Ali Khan. Sir. 


The A.ssembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. • 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I beg to move ; 

** I’hat in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 3 for the words ‘ one thousand ’ the words 
‘fire hundred * be substituted.^' 

In moving this amendment I do not like to discuss the general principle 
which has already been debated in this House. I merely wish to raise the 
point that the amount is very excessive. My Honourable friend Mr. Scott 
said that even in the case of Members of this Assembly it was necessary to 
demand a deposit of a sum of Rs. 500. If that is so in the case of rich 
men who come to this Assembly, the amount should not be fixed at an 
excessive rate in the case of these owners of presses or publishers of new^J* 
papers who are generally middle class men. I think we should also take 
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into considieration the case of honest people who may start a press as a 
pure business concern. We should not lose sight of the fact that the 
average income of Indians is only Ba. 2. My friend Mr. Yamin Khan said 
that this Bill is only for a year or two and that it will affect only a very 
lew people and that we should not seriously consider these things. When 
I consider it from the standpoint of a principle, I think that even if it 
affects a single poor man, that should be a ground for this House to take 
action. In this connection I had my apprehensions and therefore I once 
rpse up to speak on the main clause itself but unfortunately I could not 
catch your eye, being perhaps far distant from the Chair. As Mr. Studd 
said in his speech, my apprehensions are that this clause is meant to 
judge the past conduct of these people. I would like to know from the 
Honourable the Home Member if it is in contemplation to give this law 
retrospective effect as well. There are already rumours that the Delhi 
Administration is anxious to curb the activities of the Hindustan Times. 
Is it to wreak the vegeance of the bureaucracy on the nationalist press that 
this Bill is really contemplated. Otherwise I cannot see why the amount 
should be fixed so high. These people will get no chance to prove their 
innocence in a court of law. We do not know Avhat will be the scope of 
the me»isure. A friend of mine who is Secretary of the Journalisrts' 
Association, the most representative institution in Indiai, has asked me to 
find out from the Home Member whether the non-official reports on the 
Hijli riot, the Chittagong and the Midnapore riots will come under the 
scope of this comprehensive measure. Then in the last speech of the 
Honourable the Home Member he said that this House had degraded 
itself to the level of a debating club. I agree with him to a certain 
extent. This is the first occasion 1 have had to reply to that point ; I 
tlij]ik w’e have really fallen on evil days. The Benches that were adorned 
by men like Sir William Vincent, who had the goodness and the states- 
TOiiiiship to repeal these repressive laws, are now occupied by my Honour- 
able friend who is anxious to rush this Bill through in a thin House. I 
really think that the House has come to the level of a debating society. 
We are fortunate that the leadership of the House no longer vests in 
Sir James Crerar. We congratulate ourselves that Sir George Rainy is 
there, showing a conciliatoiy spirit. Sir, I protest against the statement 
of Sir James Crerar. What right has he, representing an irresponsible 
executive, to rush this Bill through in a thin House ? Does it lie in his 
MOutJi to make that statement which he did ? I thought there would be 
protests from the leaders. It may come in time*. I think, Sir, it is an 
abuse of the procedure of this House to bring in such an Imi)ortant 
measure when the House is thin. He will have his way. The other day 
my Honourable friend Mr. Ghuznavi referred to Sir James as a “ spine- 
less Member of this House but all of a sudden he has become so strange 
that he is now adamant enough not to hear a word about compromise. 
I think we have really fallen on evil days. Sir William Vincent, who 
adorned those Benches, knew the virtues of compromise. He knew when 
to yield. This is a House having officials and nominated Members. If 
the country is to judge the real opinion of this House, the question should 
he decided by the elected Members. Even in this House no measure is 
passed without a majority of elected Members. I really feel that the 
Pfestige and power of this Government will become less if men like Sir 
•tainos Crerar sit on the Treasury Benches and carry these measured 
Against the almost unanimous voice of the elected Members. If there is 
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any sense left, they will consider that. They must not demand from 
these people Rs. 1,000 as security when they have done nothing. Let 
them have a chance to begin their work. If you demand a deposit of more 
than Rs. 500, it vnW be really destroying the chance of the future expansion 
of future presses and newspapers in India. Sir, I move. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I rise to support the motion of my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Mitra. Sir, I do hope the Honourable the Home Member, 
after listening to the cogent argument adduced by ]\Ir. Mitra, will not say 
that he has brought those arguments forward as a lawyer only. Sir, \ 
will with your permission quote a passage from the Honourable the Home 
Member’s speech delivered this morning. He said : 

“ As I listened to the arguments of the Honourable and learned gentlemen opposite, 
I felt some curious attraction or repulsion, — I do not know which — they had ceased to 
regard themselves in any respect as statesmen in this House but as lawyers engaged in 
special pleading not on a public cause but on some private issue.’' 

Sir, I deny this charge against the Opposition. Sir, my friend, Mr. Mitra, 
has adduced his arguments so (cogently in favour of the poor printer that I 
need express no word in support of that. But I shall refute certain 
arguments which the Home Member used, this morning, in language which 
was quite unparliamentary, and which he would not have tried to do had 
he been a member of the House of Commons. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member ought to have drawn the 
attention of the Chair to it if he regarded any expressions as unparlia- 
mentary. As soon as any unparliamentary expression is used, it is open 
to any Honourable Member sitting anywhere in the House to call attention 
to it. If that were done, the Chair ivould take action if it was satisfied 
that the expression was rraJly unparliamentary. (Applause.) 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I regret that at the time I did not take objection. 
No’w, Sii‘, my friend the Honourable the Home ]\[embei*, while he was deal- 
ing with the undebatable liard facts which the Leader of the Opposition pat 
forward this morning, ridiculed my leader suggesting be imputed motives 
against the executive as to wrong interpretations of the clauses of this 
Bill in actual practice and that my loader said that in actual discharge of 
resTionsibilities laid by these clauses on the executive they are liable to 
conduct which w:i.s indecent or improper. Sir, my leader never laid that 
charge against the executive or the district officials. Then the ITononrable 
the Home Member suggested that thefe was a singular misconception of 
the j)osition, a singular failure to face the plain facts of the posilion on 
this side of the House on the main principles of the Bill. Sir, I strongly 
repudiate that statement. I think, Sir, if the Honourable the Home 
Member was not backed by his 40 men behind him and also by his friends 
of the European Group, he would not say so bluntly that we do not 
understand the principle of the Bill or that we do not appreciate hi* 
position. He must pay some respect to us, Sir, and must admit that 
do possess some intelligence and that we do understand the plain English 
language. Sir, we are willing to face the singular situation. We have 
always faced such singular situations. My friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, and 
myself have made various statements in this House that we are here to face 
a particular singular situation, the singular situation that the Govern- 
ment of Jndia Act of 1919 created, namely, that we should he alwa^'S 
facing an irresponsible Government containing 26 Government 
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Menibei’s and 10 nominated Members who always flock like slMi'ep to 
the Government lobby. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : They are there for that purpose. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, my friend, tlic Honourable the Home Member 
made one suggostion which 1 wish had not come from a responsible 
Member on the Treasury llenches. lie said, speaking like Cromwell — 
when CroniwelJ with his Ironsides went to the British Parli.imonl and 
demanded the impossible and the members of tliose days did not agree, 
C’romwoll and his Ironsidi's Avith sword in hand dissolved the Parliament — 
Sir the Honourable the Home ^Member said many nasty tilings, lie may 
wish to imitate Cromwell. But I know my Honourable frien 1 knows his 
liiiiilations, his Aveaknesses ; he knows that if he comes Avitli sAvord in 
hand like Mussolini of Italy, he knows that you, Sir. Avill not i)ermit 
him to enter this Assembly Chamber. He knows that, althougli he controls 
the Avhole police force in India, — his so-called law and order — he cannot 
alloAV liis policemen to enter this Chamber, though they are elsewhere 
located in these iiremises ; and yet he said that we may as Avell abolish 
ourselves as a legislative body altogether ! After this condom imt ion of 
the Avork of this Legislature Avhich the GoA^ernmcnt sides themselves are 
party to, let the Honourable Member feel happy Avith the expressions of 
AUCAVs he uttered j but. Sir, Ave are here to A^oice the sentiments, the view- 
point of the people, and Ave ha\"e done that always. There the Home 
Member is sitting Avith his ironsides of 26 Government Members backed 
by his 13 nominated Members. {An Ilonourahle Member : “ Fourteen/') 
One of them is on this side — backed I say by his 13 nominated Members, 
and backed by the Anglo-Indian Press and by the IMombers o? the 
European Group, and also backed by those few Members in this House 
Avho do nothing but ahvays think that it suits their self-interest to follow 
the GoA^ernment invariably. Well, nevertheless, if he thinks he can ridicule 
ill this Avay tlie chosen re])re.sentatives of the people, he is entirely in the 
wrong. I should have throAvn out the challenge to him, if he Avas an 
elected Member, to resign on tliis very issue, to resign I say on clause 3 
of this Bill, and to contest any seat in any part of India— excepting 
perhaps the European constituency (Laughter) ; and 1 Avould tell him 
tmit I Avould any day defeat him, and probably he Avonld lose his security 
of Rs. oOO (Laughter). Sir, if my Honourable friend Avaiits executive 
action, he had it six months ago when he advised the Viceroy to pass an 
Ordinance. Why does he not again haA^e an Ordinance passed, and thus 
absolve us the elected Members from taking any responsibility ? To-day, 
Sir, he, with his majority, Avith his nominated majority, forces the Bill 
down our throats and iiiAolves us in the responsibility : and the moment 
we criticise the measure, the moment Ave suggest something which Avill help 
him to appear in the role of a more cmlized Government, more I'cpresen- 
tative of public opinion, he says, ‘‘ You are not representatiA^e of public 
opinion ’h Sir, I deny that charge Avbich has been IcA’clled against us. 

One other thing I find is that the Hoiionrable Member said that we 
must face the fundamental conditions, the fundamental conditions that 
persist and will persist in the country unless these poAAers are granted. 

does the Opposition Avanl ? The Opposition is Avilling to grant 
Government such powers as are controlled by judicial action of the High 
Court. It is not going to give Government any executive pOAA'cr, and if 
^he Honourable Member is going to assume that power, let him go‘ and 
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advise tlie Viceroy to include this Bill in an Ordinance and the representa- 
tives of the people will not be responsible then for such a repressive enact- 
ment. 

The Honourable Sir George Bainy (Leader of the House) : 1 should 
like to submit, Sir, that the Honourable Member is travelling very far 
from the amendment before the House. 

Mr, President : That is perfectly true. The amendment before the 
House is that the amount provided in the clause be reduced from Rs. 1,000 
to Rs. 500. At the same time it must be pointed out that the motion 
before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. To that motion 
this amendment is proposed. I hope the Honourable Member will be 
eatjsfied with what he has said already on the general aspect of the quesHon 
and proceed to deal with the amendment now. 

Mr. B. Das : I thank you very much, Sir, and I bow to your advice 
and suggestion. Sir, when feelings run high we must divert and digress 
a little to express our denunciation. 

The Honourable the Home Member said that we have attempted to 
suggest no remedy. Here is a remedy suggested by my friend Mr. Mitra 
that will alleviate not the rich man but the poor man. My friend, Dr. 
Ziauddin Ahmad, pointed out that he was veiry anxious for the IMuslim 
press and for the newcomers among tlie iMuslinis who want to take up the 
printing profession. I hope the Honourable Member will see the reason- 
ableness of it and will accept the amendment as moved by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Mitra. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, I rise to support the motion. One of the 
very important arguments that has been brought forward by the Honour- 
able the Mover of this Bill is that the discussion is reducing the Assembly 
to the status of a school debating society. I have repeatedly drawn the 
attention of the House to the fact that the Government are treating the 
Assembly like a college debating society. But the distinguished Member 
went one step further. I used the expression, ‘‘ college debating society ’’ 
and ho considers us a ‘‘ school debating society Of course the Govern- 
ment have got the votes in their pocket. They take advantage of the fact 
that a large number of Members on this side of the House have already 
gone down. The Honourable Member in charge of the Bill is intoxicated 
on account of keeping a majority of votes in his pocket ; he can afford to 
say whatever he pleases. Sir, 'we on this side of the House also su])port 
the phrase that the Assembly is no better than a “ debating society ’’ 
but oil entirely different grounds. We call it such on this ground, that 
our decisions have no value whatsoever in the eyes of Government, and 
in that sense certainly Government are treating tins Assembly as a school 
debating society. 

Sir, I raised four points of principle when I moved that clause 3 he 
deleted, and I expected that in the course of the day the Honourable 
the Mover of the Bill would reply to those points. But he did not touch 
on any of those points, and the only reply he gave was that our argument 
was only the argument of a school boy. Of course we have in oiir younger 
days followed many debates 

Mr. President : I hope the Honourable Member is not going to deal 
in detail with his three points again. 
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Br. ZtRuddin Ahmad : No, Sir ; I am not going to repeat those 
points. In college and school debating societies we often indulged in 
logical fallacy in our replies of this Mnd, when the speaker advanced 
one argument and the reply was quite different. In my first speech I 
very much emphasised the fact that this particular clause is exceedingly 
bard ; we are really punishing the innocent, and the punishment is also 
very hard ; because the sum of Rs. 1,000 for a small press, whose value 
does not exceed Rs. 200 or Rs. 300, is really a harsh punishment, and I 
strongly advocate that this quantum sliould be reduced. With tlusse words 
1 beg to support the amendment. 

flardiur Sant Singh : Sir, 1 rise to support this amendment of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra. Before coming to tiie merits of the amend- 
ment, I want to add my humble protest against the language us(»d by the 
Honourable the Home Member. T am new to this Assembly, and when 
I stood for election I thought this Assembly was not as bad as was sug- 
gested by the Congress people. But when I reached here, I found that 
it ^\as worse, not only because it possesses no power to inducncc the 
Treasury Benches, but also because the Treasury Benches, instead of acting 
in a responsible manner, are showing an irresponsibility which is probably 
inherent in them. And I think, therefore, that there can be no more 
condemnation of this Assembly tlian the words which have be«'n used 
by The Honourable the Home Member to-day on the floor of this House. 
1 know that, soon after the division when we left the place, feelings were 
running high. I do not know whether the language used by my Honour- 
able friend was uiiparliamentaiy or not, because T am new to the Assembly 
and he has got more experience than T have. But T know this that it was 
very undesirable, and instead of getting up and making ameirds, my 
friend w^as laughing in his seat when the ruling was given by the 
Chair, a laugh w'hich we very rar(d\ see on his fae(» in this House. T am 
sorry that 1 have to say, on behalf of the elected Members on this side, 
that soon after hearing the Honourable Member 

Mr. President : T would remind the Honourable Member that the 
amendment before the House is to reduce the sum of Rs. 1,000 in clause 3. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Yes, Sir. T was saying that, T am sorry on 
this account that those Members who after hearing the Honourable 
Member voted for the Goveniment did a dis-service to the country. In 
protest also they should have voted with the po])ular party. 

Now, Sir, coming to merits of this amendment, my submission is 
that in these days of admitted financial stringency, which does not assail 
Government alo.no but has depleted the resources of private individuals 
as well, to demand such a heavy sum as Rs. 1,000 from a new press, — 
and for reasons which T need not repeat now' as the first amendment has 
heen defeated — will be very unjust. It wdll be an act of justice that the 
amount should be reduced from Rs, 1,000 to Rs. 500, especially when the 
P^ess is a new one and the person W’ho applies for a declaration has not 
®ny bad antecedents. T, therefore, support this amendment of mv friend, 
Mr. Mitra. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Mr. President, in sjieaking ou 
3 F.M. this amendment, I think T should be careful not 

to incur your censure, and I shall therefore 
Restrict myself to the merits of the amendment wdiich is purely arith- 
metical. The Honourable the Mover and those wdio supported him were 
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strongly in favour of the reduction of this amount. I sTiould like to 
point out to the House that in the Bill which was originally introduced^ 
the amount proposed, following the earlier enactment, was a minimum of 
Es. oOO and a maximum of Rs. 2,000, and I submit that in response to 
criticisms made on this point, Government have already gone a very 
long way to meet them. As the sub-clause now stands, the Magistrate 
has got a discretifm which in the original Bill ho luid not got, and the 
intention of the change made in the sub-clause was of course that the 
Magistrate should exercise that disere Hon having regard to the meriU 
of each particular case coming before him. It does not follow, nor is 
it anticipated, that the Magistrate would in all cases demand the maxi- 
mum security. He has that latitude. His decision ijs of course subject 
to revision by the Local Government. I submit, therefore, that we have 
already gone a very long way to meet criticism on this point and I 
very much regret I cannot go further. I must oppose the amendment. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

** That in sub-clause (i) of clause 3 for the words * one thousand * the wordF 
‘ five hundred ' be substituted. ’ ’ 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES- 

Abdur Rahim, Sir. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Das, Mr. B, 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Jha, Pandit Ram Krishna. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lahiri Cliaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Misrtt, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. i 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. j 

Murtuza Salieb B.ahadur, Maiilri Sajyid. ; 
Parma Nand, Bhai. 


-32. 

Patil, Rfio Bahadur B, L. 

Ranga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi, m, P. G. 

Reddi, Mr. T. N. Rnmakrlshna. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Rai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Bingli, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaralnar.aju, Mr. B. 

Solian Singh, Sirdar. 

Rnkhraj Rai, Rai Bahadur. 
Tbampan, Mr. K. P. 

ITppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
Wilayatullah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Ziaiiddin Ahmad, Dr. 


NOES— 56. 


Abdul Qaiyuui, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Rajnarayan. 

Bhargava, Rai Bahadur Pandit T. N. 
Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. R. D, 

DeSouza, pr. F. X. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 


Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. n. B. 

French, Mr. J, C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Hcathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Muham- 
Tnad. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji* 
Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury Muham’ 
mad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sard*^* 
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NOES — coutd. 


Knight, Mr. H. F. 

‘liall, Mr. S. 

Lalchand, Captain Rao Bahadur. 

Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Pandit, Bao Bahadur S. B. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

'Baduddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Bam Chandra, Mr. 

Kama Itfio, Hal Bahadur X\ 

Bastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Row, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Sir, I move : 


Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Bam Prasad N'arayan. 

Sam.s, Sir Hubert. 

Sohustor, The Honourable Sir George. 
Seott, Mr. J. Banisay. 

Shor Muhammad Khun Gukiiar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Tallb Mehdi Khan, Xuwub Major Malik. 
Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Yakub, Sir Muhamniad. 

Yamiu Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khun, Sir. 


** That in the proviso to sub-clause (I) of clause 3 for the words * three thousand ' 
the words ‘ one thousand ^ be substituted.” 


My arguments are more or le.ss the same as I advanced on the last 
motion T moved a few minutes before. I would only like to add this. 
Let not the world or the Government judge the Indians by the high 
salaries that we Indians pay to our officers. It is a fact, no doubt true, 
lhat the Indian Civil Servants get the highest pay in the world ; but 
that should not be the standard by which we should be judged that we 
are a very rich people and we ean afford to pay Us. 3,000 as deposit. 
That is my submission. 1 move. 


Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce ; Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I support this motion of my friend, IMr. S. C. Mitra. 1 
find the proviso says : 

“ Provided that if a deposit has been required under sub-section (3) from any 
previous keeper of the printing-press, the security which may be retpiired mubu- this 
sub-section may amount to three thousand rupees.’^ 

Supposing the previous keeper had been ill and had to go away for 
bond fide reasons, and if another man has to take his place, why shouhl 
three thousand rupees be asked for ?' T want the Honourable the Homo 
Member to consider whether he should ask for three thousand rupees in 
every case. Why not make it one thousand rupees in all cases t 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Sir, I regret to find myself 
opposing another amendment by the Honourable gentleman from 
Bengal. But I have drawn the attention of the House to the fact that 
on every occasion, so far on which an amendment has been moved, I have 
been able to show him that the matter has been carefully and sympathe- 
tically considered by the Government and that important mitigating 
changes had been made. With regard to this particular proviso, I 
should like to point out, in reply to what fell from the Honourable 
gentleman opposite, that three thousand is the maximum, and his sug- 
gestion: that three thousand rupees would be demanded in all cases has 
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no basis. I should like to point out also that this proviso applies soleljr. 
in the case in which a deposit has been previously demanded from tibie 
same press, and that implies of course that the press must have been a 
source of offending matter. The position, therefore, is entirely different 
from that of a new press. There are I think clear and good reasons why 
this maximum should be provided, and I wish to make it perfectly clear 
that this is a maximum and not a fixed amount to which the Magistrate 
must in all cases go. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in the proviso to sub-clnuse ( 1 ) of clause 3 for the words ‘ three thousand * 
the words * one thousand * be substituted.'' * 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I move : 

** That in the proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 3 for the words ' three thousand ' 
the words * two thousand ' be substituted." 

The reasons have already been given and I do not wish to add any 
more. 

Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan : Sir, I think this amendment may be 
accepted (Hear, hear from the Opposition Benches) because as the 
security demanded in the first instance is one thousand rupees. I think 
it is but fair that the next time it is demanded, it must be the double of 
that amount. I think double of that amount will meet the case all 
right. Three thousand does not seem to be fair. Double the amount is 
quite sufficient and I support it. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Very good arithmetic. (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Sir,, 1 have very little to add to 
what I have already said. The amount of three thousand was very 
carefully considered. It is a very reasonable amount in the circum- 
stances, and I regret I cannot accejjt the reduction proposed. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That in the proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 3 for the words ‘ three thousand ^ 
the words * two thousand * be substituted." 

The Assembly divided. 

AYES~32. 


Abdur Bahim, Sir. 

Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 
Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dudhoria, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 
Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 
XIari Rai Swarup, Lala. 

Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 
Jha, Pandit Bam Krishna. 

.Tog, Mr. S. G. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 
Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Mu.iumdar, Sardar G. N. 


Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Parma Nand, Bbai. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Reddi, Mr. P. G. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Sitaraniaraju, Mr. B. 

Soimn Singh, Sirdar. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Vppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Wilayatiillah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 
Ziaiiddin Ahmad, Dr. 
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A)l>4n} sir Ssf^dttu^. 

4Jhiii|E|d^ K. 

pi^ a h KImw Tiwaii^, Klian 

Bahadur hlalik. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpaii Hi. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Bajnarayan. 

Bhargava, Bai Bahadur Pandit T. X. 
Crerar, The Bfonourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. B. D. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. 0. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Heathcotc, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell. Mr. F. B. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Muham- 
mad. 

Tshwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 

Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury Muham- 
mad. 

Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lall, Mr. S. 

Lalchand, Captain Bao Bahadur. 

Leach, Mr. F. B. 


Mwirno# 41umi4, Hr. Ji/i. 

Montgomwy, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjee, Bai Bahadur 8. 0. 

Pandit, Bao Bahadur S. B. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Bam Chandra, Mr. 

Bama Bao, Bai Bahadur U. 

Bastogi, Mr. Badri Lai. 

Bow, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Boy, Mr. S. N, 

Sahi, Mr. Bam Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mi. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

SuhrawardT, Sir Abdullah. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The next amendment is the one standing in the 
lame of Mr. Sitaramaraju, No. 19.® 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I do not propose to move that amendment, 
Sir. 


Mr. President : Then the next amendment is No. 23. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Sir, I move : 

That in sub-clau.se of clause 3 the words ‘ on application by the keeper of the 
>^■€88 ’ be omitted.’’ 

J do not know why the Government should not return the money after 
he period, why it should be incumbent on the owner or the publisher to 
tpply for it again. It is a simple point I think, and I hope the Honour- 
iWe the Home Member will accept this amendment as a reasonable one. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Sir, I regret very much that I 
aimot accept this amendment. I must point out that my objection is 
h the interest of the keeper of the press whom Mr. Mitra, I think, pro- 
poses to subject to a very serious risk. If the money is refunded other- 
wise than on the application of the person who has deposited it, it is 
Perfectly clear that there is a very serious danger that the money might 
into wrong hands. In any case, merely as an ordinary piece of 
^iness, this money will have to be paid out from the Treasury on a 

*** That sub-clause (2) of clause 3 be omitted.” 
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chalan in the ordinary way, and the person who is entitled to the money 
must necessarily sign the chalan. 1 think, therefore, that the Honourable 
Member amendment is a bit miajonceived and perhaps on reflection he 
will consider the advisability of withdrawing it. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : 1 beg to withdraw the amendment. Sir, with tiu^ 
permission of the House. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Sir, the next amendment which stands in my name 
reads thus : 

** That in sub-clause ( 3 ) of clause 3 for the words ' Whenever it appears to the 
Local Govcriimeiit \ the words * Whenever a Local Government is in possession of 
sufficient proof ^ be substituted.** 

My main point is that the language employed is very vague — When- 
ever it appears to the Local Government ”, — and so I want that the words 
Whenever a Local Government is in possession of sufficient proof” 
should be substituted to make the language clearer. The point is quite 
clear, and 1 hope the amendment will be accepted. 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar (Law Member) : 
Obviously the amendment sought to be moved by my Honourable friend 
is out of place, because the wording of his amendment is very vague. 
Moreover, it will be remembered that in clause 23 there is a right of 
ap])(*al given, and that will make it incumbent upon the authorities to 
consider what the proof is on which the action is proposed to be taken. 
It appears to me that considering sub-clause (3) of clause 3 with clause 
23, the amendment of my Honourable friend is really beside the point 
and would Jiot serve the pur])ose which my Honourable friend has 
api)areiitly in mind. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer : I would suggest to tin* Honourable the 
Mover of this amendment in view of what has fallen from the Honourable 
llie Law Member, lo withdraw his amendment. Personally T would very 
much welcome the Local Governments to take action Avhenever they were 
ill pos.session of insufficient proof because when our pressmen go to the 
High Court they will have a chance of winning the case. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That in sub-clause { 3 ) of clause 3 for the words * Wlieuever it apx)ears to the 
Local Goverument the words ‘ Whenever a JiOcal Governiii(*nt is in ])ossessiou of 
sufficient proof * be substituted.’* 

The motion was negati^ved. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, before 1 move my amendment No. 25, I 
want to submit one thing for your kind consideration. As a matter of 
fact, this amendment, and amendments Nos. 28, 29 and 35 form part of 
one continuous amendment of the whole of sub-clauses (3) and (4) of 
clause 3. T hope you will permit me to move them together. 

Mr. President ; The Honourable Member in moving this amendment 
may explain the whole position relating to the other amendments also, 
preparing the House to vote for those amendments in due course. 

Sardar Sant Singh : May I submit this for your consideration t 
Without the other amendments this amendment would be meaningless. 
If one is carried 
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Mr. President : 1 have pointed out to the Honourable Member that 
he will be allowed to explain the whole position of all the amendments 
when moving this amendment. He can thus prepare the House to vote 
with him on each of those amendments. I will not restrict his speech 
to this amendment only. In his speech he can bring out all the points 
which he wishes to make out so that the House may be able to follow 
his whole case. 

Sardar Sant Singh : I beg to move : 

“ That in sub-clause (S) of clause 3 for the words ‘ Local Government * occurring 
in the first line, the words * District Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place where 
the press is situated ’ be substituted. * ’ 

Sub-clause (3) as it is now worded reads as follows : 

** Whenever it appears to the Local Government that any printing-press kept in 
any place in the territories under its administration, in respect of which security under 
the provisions of this Act has not been required, or having been required has been 
refunded under sub-section (^), is used for the purpose of printing or publisliing any 
newspaper, book or other document containing any words, signs or visible representa- 
tions of the nature described in section 4, sub-section (1), the Local Government may, 
by notice in writing to the keeper of the press stating or describing suck words, signs 
or visible representations, order the keeper to deposit with the Magistrate within whose 
jurisdiction the press is situated security to such an amount, not being less than five 
hundred or more than three thousand rupees as the Local Government may think fit 
to require, in money or the eciuivalcnt thereof in securities of the Government of India 
as the person making the deposit may choose.’’ 

Now, in this sub-clause what I want to substitute is a judicial autliority 
instead of the executive authority, and that is why I propose to suiistitute 
the words ‘ District Magistrate * in place of the words ‘ Local Government * 
in the first lino. You have permitted me to refer to the other amondinents 
also. In line 10, I w^ant for the words ‘ Local Government ^ the words 
^ District Magistrate ’ should be substituted (amendment No. 28). In 
amendment No. 29, I want for all the: words occurring after the w^ords 
‘ describing such words, signs or visible representations ’ the following 
to bo substituted : 

** call upon the keeper to show cause why he should not be called upon to deposit 
security to such an amount not exceeding one thousand rupees as the District Magistrate 
may think h‘t. ” 

Then after this notice has been issued, 1 want, (amendment No. 3»5), 
that, — 

“ For sub-clause (4) of clause 3 the following new sub-clauses be substituted ; 

* (2) When such keeper appears or is brought before the District Magistrate 
in compliance with, or in execution of, a notice issued, the District 
Magistrate shall proceed to inquire into the truth of the allegations upon 
which action was taken and to take such evidence as may appear neces- 
sary. 

(3) Such inquiry shall be made as nearly as may be practicable in the manner 

prescribed for conducting trials and recording evidence in summons 
cases. 

(4) Pending the completion of the inquiry under sub-sectio)i (3) the District 

Magistrate, if ho considers that immediate measures^ are necessary for 
the prevention of using the press in the manner objected to, may, for 
reasons to be recorded in writing, direct the keeper of the press to deposit 
security not exceeding the amount entered in the notice until the conclusion 
of the trial. 

(5) If upon such inquiry it is proved that the press is used for the purpose 

of printing matter described in section 4, sub-section (1) and that the 
keeper should be made to deposit security in money or Nie equivalent 

L272LAD c 
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thereof in securities of the Government of India as the person making the 
deposit may choose, the District Magistrate shall make an order accord- 
ingly. 

(6) Tf on an inquiry it is not proved that the press is used for the purpose 

of printing matter described above the District Magistrate shall make an 
order discharging the keeper and ordering the refund of deposit, if any, 
made under sub-section (4) of this section. 

( 7 ) Tf the District Magistrate makes an order under sub-section (5) he shall 

appoint a date, not being sooner than the tcntli day after the date of the 
order on or before which the deposit shall be made.’ ” 

Jly submission is that this clause gives power to the executive to 
demand security without giving any opportunity to the keeper of the press 
who has offended against the Press law to show cause, or even without 
allowing any hearing to the person aggrieved. I submit this ])roeeduro 
is )io1. in accordance with the principles of criminal jurisprudence. Tho 
executive may be very competent ; they may possess exceptional abilities ; 
but yet there can be no justice unless the person aggrieved has had an 
opportunity to put his case before some judicial authority. 8ir, tlie 
penalising of an individual in whatever manner it may be, is not the 
object of any civilised administration. 

If we look at the procedure prescribed in the Criminjil Procedure 
Code of this land, we find that it is not doing the justice that is insisted 
upon but it is the impression created on the accused tJiat justice has been 
done to him that is insisted upon. For that reason there is section 1)71 
of the Criminal Procedure Code which makes it obligatory upon the 
Magistrate to supjdy a copy of the judgment to the accused. The accused 
can also insist that the judgment should be translated in the vernacidar 
of the accused, so that he may be able to understand on what material 
he has been convicted. Now, this system is in vogue in India. Although 
there are certain exceptions in the Criminal Procedure Code, which were 
referred to by my friend, Mr. K. Ahmed, when he was quoting sections 10!), 
110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, I quite see that according to tlip 
strict interpretation of the principles of criminal jurisprudence, these sec- 
tions do not strictly follow those ])rincii)les. They are rather the excep- 
tions which have been made in the criminal law of India. In England 
nobody is punished except for doing an act w'hich is regarded to be an 
offence. Now, these preventive sections arc not consi.stent with the princi- 
ples of jurisprudence. Therefore, they should not be a guide to us in 
making future laws. If the practice is permitted to grow that the 
executive should replace the functions of the judiciary, then the position 
indicated in the following story will come into existence. An Anglo- 
Indian of the type of my friend, who sits on the Treasury Bench, was 
passing by the Houses of Parliament. He inquired what those buildings 
were and he was told that they were the Houses of Parliament. He was 
heard to say “ Is this rubbish still.going on ? If all the power is trans- 
ferred to the lexecutive, then we are coming to the days when the executivi* 
will virtually rule. As a matter of fact, the principles of deinocj’acy 
demand that no law should be made except with the willing consent of 
p(?ople. Unfortunately, in this country we have only got an imitation of 
Parliamentary institutions. The form is observed but the reality is Avant- 
ing and w:e are asked to give our opinion in a particular piece of legisla- 
tion. Under the guise of passing the law through the Legislature, tlie 
executive is grasping all the power in its own hands. If the executive is 
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to perform judicial functions as well, then the sooner the Legislature is 
abolished the better, because we will not be guilty of hypocrisy at least. 
Suppose for the sake of argument the necessity for this measure exists. 
Concede also the objection taken by some of the elected Members that we 
are not going to assist the murderer to have a free iiand in this land. 
Assuming these two facts to exist in this country, the question still arises — 
are you going to hang the murderer without trial or are you going to give 
him a hearing at all. If you hang without trial, then in these <lays of 
financial stringency, you had better abolish all the High Courts and posts of 
Magistrates. That will be giving short shift to all judicial administration. 
If you vrant to defend the liberty of the subject, then my submission is 
that judicial auhority should reign supreme. It is an unfortunate state of 
affairs in this land, that even the judiciary is not independent. In the 
lower rungs, the Magistrate is not only the judicial but also the executive 
officer. I have been practising for a quarter of a century in a mofiissil 
coiirf, and my experience is that in trying political or semi-i)olitical cases, 
the Magistrates, with rare but noble exceptions, act on the hints derived 
from the executive authorities. Not only that, judicial pronouncements 
amounting to enviction and sending the accused to jail haA’e been made on 
a w'ord from the District Magistrate. The Magistrates have also said openly 
that they are helpless in these cases. I wish this House could appoint a 
committee of inquiry and I can produce thousands of witnesses to say 
that Magistrates have openly said that they are helpless in such cases. If 
this state of things will not open the eyes of those who are responsible for 
the administration of justice, I wonder what will. Knowing these facts 
and feeling as I do, I would certainly not be a party to legislation which 
places power in the hands of the executive. For three quarters c;f a vicntury 
we have been demanding the separtioii of judicial from executive functions, 
but still that reform has not been carried out. These grievances wnll prob- 
ably remain till the present form of government is crushed away. What- 
ever the Magistracy do, let us have at least a form of trial. Give the 
accused a chance to defend himself. In that case the person aggrieved ^vill 
have one satisfaction at least, that he has been heard. My submission is 
that the judicial authority will have the grace to give an opportunity to 
the accused to defend himself before he is punished. Here security to the 
extent of Rs. 3,000 is to be demanded without giving any opportiinjly 
to the culprit to be heard. My Honourable friend has refused to accept 
the amendment for reducing the amount to Rs. 2,000. Demanding a 
security of Rs. 3,000 means the strangulation of the press, the shutting 
lip oC liie man’s shop and sending him away. It means the ruining of the 
career of a man, and it means restricting the liberty of trade and freedom 
of action. Under these circumstances, Sir, my submission is that this 
clause should not stand as it is. Even in respect of the Act of 1910, Sir, 
I would like to quote our late friend, Mr. K. C. Roy, whose death we all 
niourn here. Let us see what was his opinion about the Press Act of 1910 
and about this executive action t He said : 

1 was present at the meeting of tlie Imperial Legislative Council on the 4th 
February, 1910, when the Press Act was introduced and am fully conversant with the 
discussions both in and outside tlio Legislature. While admitting that the presence 
of anarchy and anarchical crime demanded drastic treatment, I was not in favour of 
the Bill then, and ten years * working of the Act has but confirmed my earlier opinions. 
1 am therefore prepared to ask the Committee to consider its repeal on the following 

grounds : 

(1) That the Act has failed to achieve the object which its author had in 
view ; 
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(2) That the loyalty of the press has generally stood the test of a Great 

War ; 

(3) That the political ideals have changed (“ Swaraj “ self-determination 

and rights of subject nations are now accepted political doctrines. 

Pressmen prefer taking responsibility to evasion of law) ; 

(4) That it has affected the growth of a healthy press in India ; 

(5) That it has added to the discontent among the Indian people ; and 

(6) That the Act is not in keeping with the spirit of the reform?.*^ 

My submission is that herein our late esteemed colleague gave that 
Committee to understand that the Act had added to the discontent of the 
Indian i)eoi3le. Prom the day this Press Act was introduced, there has been 
protest after protest from all quarters of the country. Not only that, 
I w'ould like my Honourable friend the Home Member to point out a single 
opinion of a single individual — of course that of an Indian, not a European 
or one of European descent — who has blessed this Act. On the contrary 
even in to-daj'^^s telegram it is stated that the Press of Calcutta observed 
a hartal and did not issue any newspaper on account oi tliis Press Bill. 
Will my Honourable friend add to the contentment of the people by pro- 
ceeding in that way ? My submission is that if he wants to win the confi- 
dence of the public, then the least that he can do is to substitute judicial 
action in place of. executive action. Similarly, in the written statement 
of Mr. Kali Natiriloy, the Editor of the Tribune^ we find him saying : 

“ The absurdity of making the executive the judge in their own affairs— for they 
are as much a party to every action taken against the Press as the Press itself — is 
self-evident. No newspaper need exist if it does not fearlessly criticize the Govern- 
ment, whenever necessary, especially in a country which is not under parliamentary 
government ; and to place the Press at the mercy of the Executive Governraont as the 
Press Act admittedly does, is to say that this function shall either not be peifonned 
by the Press at all or at any rate shall be most inadequately and perfunctorily per- 
formed. It is no argument to say that in spite of the Press Act there is a good deal 
of strong and independent criticism in the country. The fact that there are men who 
are prepared to do their duty regardless of consequences does not divest an arbitrary, 
obnoxious and totally indefensible measure of its objectionable features." 

Herein, too. Sir, the point emphasised by the witness is that the 
executive autliority should not be permitted to keep the destinies of the 
Press in their own hands. Similarly, further on in his statement he said : 

“ Any modification of the Act, to be acceptable to the Indian public, must take 
these salient facts into account. It must restore the principle of liberty to its original 
position, and it must give the Executive no control whatever over the Press. ' ' 

Sir, these are views expressed in 1921, after the Press Act had been in 
working order for eleven years, in the light of its working for eleven years. 
The Committee gave their opinions in paragraph 7 of their report as 
follows : 

‘‘On an examination of the third aspect of the ease, vie,, the comparative 
advantages and disadvantages of retaining the Act, we find that, while many Local 
Governments advocate its retention in the interests of the administration, on the other 
hand the Act is regarded with bitter hostility by nearly all shades of Indian opinion. 
Most of the witnesses examined before us believe it to be indefensible in principle and 
unjust in its application." 

Now in face of this finding of a committee appointed by the executive 
Government to review the working of the Press Act for eleven years, it ^ 
singularly an irony of fate that the same Act, with the same evil, should 
be brought before this House. Sir, the least that can be expected is that 
the executive should divest itself of the power of punishing tlie alleged 
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guilty party, be it the keeper of a press or the publisher of a newspaper, 
and substitute for its place an impartial tribunal. The executive Govern- 
ment may themselves come to a conclusion that some one has written 
something which is an incitement to murder according to tht 3 Tn, but accord- 
ing to judicial authority, it may not be an incitement to murder. Why, 
I ask, should the word of the executive be considered as i£ it was God's 
word and cannot be altered ? Therefore, my submission is that if they 
really want to do away with the unfortunate activities of certain young 
men who cojnmit assassinations of a political nature, they should rather try 
to produce more contentment in the country than discontent on which such 
anarchical crimes feed. Therefore, Sir, 1 move this amendment. 

Sir Abdnr Rahim : Mr. President, I support this motion ; and T hope 
the Honourable the Home Member will give it his calm and dispassionate 
consideration, if that be possible. (Laughter.) Sir, in a matter of this 
kind which is being debated in this House, it serves no good and useful 
purpose for anyone to lose his temper. Legislating in a fit of temper 
cannot be good statesmanship (Hear, hear), and I venture to hope that 
those who call themselves responsible ministers of Government will con- 
sider very carefully what would be the effect if this amendment is nega- 
tived. Sir, the Honourable the Home Member, in an earlier stage of 
the debate, charged us with disregarding the serious position of this 
country. T am afraid. Sir, he has a very short memory indeed. He has 
forgotten that we gave every sux)port to him in his endeavour to suppress 
the terrorist movement in so far as it can be done by controlling writings 
of a certain character. He forgot that entirely when he brought that 
charge against us. We, on the other hand, are in a position to charge 
the Treasury Benches with trying to bring forward a measure really for 
controlling the Press, for establishing a sort of censorship over the Press, 
under the guise of preventing incitements to certain kinds of offences. 

Sir, what is this new Bill ? The former Bill, the House will remem- 
4pm frankly one to obtain control over the 

Press. The present Bill is not of that characteir, 
T moan, it does not profess to bo of that character, and I want the Home 
Member to stick to the scope of this Bill, The scope of the Bill is to 
prevent incitement to certain forms of crime, to violence and murder. 
Now, Sir, if the Home Member is really anxious to confine the provisions of 
the Bill to its preamble and its title, to what its real scope is, then T ask 
him in all seriousness to accept this amendment. What is the scope of this 
amendment ? As my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, has pointed 
out, this amendment ought not to be read by itself ; there are other subsi- 
diary amendments which ought to be read with it in order to make the 
position clear. Amendment No. 25 is now specifically before the House 
and then there are amendments Nos. 28, 29 and 35. If all these amend- 
ments are read together, they amount to this : there ought to be some form 
of judicial inquiry, a proper inquiry before a Magistrate, in which inquiry 
the person who is charged with having committed an offence, or 
father with having violated the provisions of clause 4 of this Bill, should 
l>e heard and should be given an opportunity of proving that his action 
and his writings do not come within the purview of clause 4. Is this 
asking the Government to concede too much f Government, I under- 
stand, are agreeable to provide an appeal to the High Court at one 
stage or another. Are not Government aware, after ;xll those decisions 
that have been given under the old Act, that it is no good giving such 
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powers to the High Court if the very foundation is wanting for the exer- 
cise of that power ? What is the foundation as laid down in sub-clause 
(3) ? The foundation is purely executive. How can the High Court 
know what is working in the mind of the Local Government ? The 
Local Government are merely an executive body ; they act upon a certain 
class of information ; they act upon suspicion and they act upon infor- 
mation which cannot be available to the High Court. They then make 
up their minds and they may be right. T am not one of those who say 
that the executive are always in the wrong, nor do I say that the police 
are always in the wrong. I know that the executive and the police often 
have information which cannot be placed before judicial tribunals, 
because it is not admissible under the Evidence Act. But that is a 
separate matter. But when you ask the High Court to review purely 
executive action, you are really not treating the High Court fairly. You 
are not giving them any opportunity to exercise their judicial power, 
or judicial discretion or judicial judgment. Where are the materials 
for them 1 That is why my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, has 
brought forward this amendment. You lay the foundation of a judicial 
procedure and then there will be very little objection to the provisions 
of this Bill. If the Magistrate holds an inquiry and finds that a certain 
press has issued matter which offends against the provisions of clause 4 
of this Bill, let him call upon the accused to show cause why his press 
should not be forfeited, or rather why his security should not be forfeit- 
ed. He may have good cause to show. Hear him at least and let him 
produce evidence. But you would not do that. All that you want to 
do is to act in a purely arbitrary and high-handed manner. What re- 
medy has the High Court against that ? The High Court cannot know 
the mind of the executive ; it is impossible. The two things are incon- 
sistent. Either j’^ou have an entirely executive provision for controlling 
the press or controlling any writings or speeches on the part of tlie 
public, or lay down a judicial procedure. I do not see what answer 
there can be. This mixture of the judicial and the executive is most un- 
fair to both the parties it is unfair to the judicial authority becjuise 
it cannot exercise its judicial functions properly, and it is unfair to the 
executive, which is hampered in its action. It cannot lead to a i)r()per 
result in any way ; it cannot satisfy the public and it is bound to create 
discontent. The public will say, ** Here are these newspapers which 
have been suppressed or whose security has been forfeited on no proper 
grounds whatever because there has been no public inquiry into the 
matter One of the things which this Government can well take credit 
for, and which we have given them full credit for, is this, that they have 
established what is called the rule of law in this country. We are indeed 
asked by no less an authority than Sir John Simon to be very grateful 
to Britain for having established the authority and rule of law in India. 
Are you not going to destroy that rule of law in this important matter ? 
Where is the rule of law here ? I would ask my Honourable friend, the 
Law Member, if he can tell us, can assure us, that this is the sort of rule 
of law that Sir John Simon contemplated or which is contemplated by 
English law and jurisprudence. If he could so assure us, then I should 
know what the position is. Then wc would know where we stand. This 
is in fact the negation of all rule of law. I have liad something to do 
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with the administration of the old Press Act, and I know w'hat the diffi- 
culties are. Every judicial authority has felt that and has expressed 
it in unmistakable terms. Are you going by this Bill to relieve them of 
those difficulties ? Most certainly not. You are having the same pro- 
visions which have been condemned more than once. Cannot Qovern- 
nient learn by experience, the experience of the past ? We have offered 
our co-operation in order to enact a measure which would really prevent, 
as far as it is possible for any such measure to prevent, incitements to a 
certain class of offences. We arc still willing to co-oi)erate with Govern- 
nient to that extent, but we have made our position absolutely clear 
from the very beginning that we are not inclined to go further ; we are 
not inclined to give the Government control over the entire Press, and 
that is what they are really seeking to have by a measure of this sort. 
T ask Government, therefore, to reconsider their position with respect 
to this clause and to enact a clause which will enable the Magistrate to 
hold a proper inquiry before declaring any security to be forfeited, even 
before demanding any security whatever Why should there be such: 
a demand for security, or why should there be any forfeiture of any 
security if it has been given, without a proper inquiry ? Sir, I suppose 
it will be said that otherwise, it will mean a prolonged inquiry, it will 
mean giving further publicity. We are perfectly familiar with this 
argument. As a matter of fact, if you want any inquiry whatever, it 
must mean some delay. Otherwise an inquiry would be of little value. 
Then as I’ogards giving publicity, has not this matter another aspect 
to it ? Are you not exposing to public odium the writings which you 
condemn ? Are you not inflicting a further punishment upon their 
.miiior, a more deterrent punishment, I venture to think, unless the theory 
of the Government be that the public at large in India are in sympathy 
with such writings ? Are they prepared to say that ? If they are, then 
they themselves stand self-condemned. Surely in a matter of this sprt 
the best course for Government is to give publicity to such writings at 
once and to bring them to the bar of public opinion and expose them to the 
condemnation of the publLc. I for one cannot admit, and I do hope the 
Members on the Treasury Benches will not allege, that the public of India 
arc so misguided and so perverse that they will not condemn writings of 
the character contemplated by the Bill. If so, if I am right that the 
public condemn sucli writings as we are condemning them in this House, 
then what justification is there not to hold a proper enquiry before you 
mulct a press by forfeiting security or even by asking for security ? I 
.'lubmit there is no justification for leaving such a matter entirely to the 
discretion of the Local Government. I submit there is no justification 
for leaving it entirely to the Local Government’s discretion, which must 
be exercised in the Council Chamber of the Government to which nobody 
can have access, a discretion which is exercised on materials which are 
never placed before a court of justice. This amendment is very reason- 
ably framed and I do hope that the Members of Government will accept 
it. It may not have been properly worded. That is a matter for the 
draftsmen to put right. Let it be put right if necessary, but let the 
public be assured that a press will not be punished unless there has been 
a proper enquiry. 

My. 0. S. Raxiga Iyer : I only want to say one or two words on this 
amendment. The Honourable the Home Member, in a vigorous speech 
in which he reminded us that the discussion in the House was below the 
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level to which sometimes interesting debates in the House of Commons 
rise, stated that Honourable Members have not even attempted to sug- 
gest a remedy. To my Honourable friend from the Punjab, the Honour- 
able Sardar Sant Singh, has fallen the opportunity to suggest what I 
consider to be a sort of judicial remedy to what might otherwise be 
executive indiscretion. Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the Inde- 
pendent Party to whom the Honourable the Home Member gave a just 
and appreciative tribute, in his vigorous speech, as an ornament of the 
Bench when he was living a life of glorious exile from Bengal in the 
Presidency to Avhich I have the honour to belong, has justified that 
tribute in an equally \igorous speech supporting the Honourable Mem- 
ber from the Punjab and attempting to judicialise the procedure which 
we very much wish the Honourable the Home Member had accepted when 
Member after Member had urged more or less a similar course in the 
Select Committee. Sir, the defect of this Bill is this. It is more or less 
an executive measure, clothing the executive with authority, which 
responsible Members on this side of the House cannot agree to entrust 
them with — I have already in my previous speech stated my reasons why 
we could not entrust the executive with that authority. It is natural 
for the Honourable the Home Member to complain that the Opposition 
does not give the authority to the executive which he wants. It is even 
more natural for the Honourable the Home Member to speak as he spoke 
with the vigour with which he spoke. But it is equally natural for us 
to feel that, so long as the Government have no responsibility to us but 
are responsible to a country separated from us by more than half the 
world, we cannot give the executive the powers which he demands for 
them, and in the transitional stage it becomes very difficult to grant 
them.' These are not normal times, and therefore it becomes extremely 
difficult for us to give the executive the power that they want, especially 
when we are carrying on an agitation to deprive the executive of the 
power that they possess at present. Therefore, the danger of misuse — 
men being human — becomes aggravated when you enlrust them with 
unrestrained power. The Government, as I said, are unresponsible — I 
do not say they are irresponsible, but I do say they are unresponsible. In 
the Parliamentary sense they are not responsible to us and so long as 
this system continues, we would seek, as the Honourable the Leader of 
the Independent Party in his closely reasoned speech pointed out, we 
would seek to substitute the reign of discretion which this Bill introduces 
by the reign of law. Sir, especially the reign of discretion cannot be 
granted to the executive when the executive are not responsible to us. 
The reign of la\v prevails in a country where there is responsible govern- 
ment and the reign of law ought to prevail even more in a country where 
there is unresponsible government. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Irrespon.sible. 

9 ^* 0. 8 . Banga Iyer : I say ‘‘ unresponsible ’’ because ‘‘ irresponsi- 
Die does not convey the meaning that I want to convey, namely responsi- 
bility in the Parliamentary sense. When sometimes my Honourable friend 
interrupts, he rises to heights which ungenerous Members who do not 
appreciate his humour would describe as irresponsible. (Laughter.) But 
when the Government brings forward a measure giving more power to the 
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executive we are often reminded of the fact that the Government are un- 
responsible. I believe now my Honourable friend (Mr. Kabiruddin 
Alimed) understands exactly what I mean. 


Sir, I do not think I need add much more to these few words. I for 
my part do not resent some of the hard words that the Honourable the 
Home Member has uttered and I say this because there has been resent- 
ment among certain Members and they have given expression to their 
resentment on the floor of this House. But my unhappiness in this House 
has always been that it seldom rises to the heights of parliamentary fero- 
city which the House of Commons often shows. Sir, it has been my good 
fortune to witness some of those stormy debates, debates in which the 
Honourable the Leader of the House, Mr. Baldwin, was not sometimes per- 
mitted to speak. I have often felt that this House and its reports liave not 
becojne sufficiently attractive to the country outside because: it does not 
even keep uj^ tlie Swarajist level of opposition. A country which is sup- 
to struggle for more pow’er, a country which is su[)posed to resent 
ihe Press Act, ought to show better representation on lliese Benches than 
it has been pleased to show. The Honourable the Home Member was 
pleased to send to this House what I may describe. As a new pulse. He 
sent a new pulse beating through this House because in Gladstone's \\ords 
it has been afflicted with the i^remonitory lethargy of de?ath 


The Honourable Sir 0. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : Mr. President, Sir, I 
do not propose to contribute to the parliamentary ferocity in respect of 
which an appeal was made by my Honourable friend. Rather would I 
prefer to bring to bear upon the discussion of this subject — a very import- 
ant subject indeed — that calm and dispassionate consideration for which 
niy Honourable friend, the Leader of the Independent Party, pleaded. 
Giving the calmest and the most dispassionate consideration to this parti- 
cular clause, let us first remember the scope of this Bill as the Leader of 
the Independent Party asked us to remember it. The intent of this Bill 
is surely this : that at the present moment a particular emergent situation 
has arisen in regard to which a special procedure has been found neces- 
sary'. I lay some emphasis upon that for this reason. This House in its 
previous vote has given its consideration to that emergency and has come 
to file deliberate decision that two or three elements are essential : firstly, 
speedy action, secondly, close scrutiny of that speedy action. The general 
purport of the Bill might therefore be said to be that, in order to combat 
the evil which may now be taken to be admitted, speedy and effective 
action is necessary. Secondly, in order that that action may be tested and 
properly and adequately tested, the fullest possible safeguards should be 
given to see to it that that action is neither hasty nor irrevoeahl-, nor sub- 
ject to those grave objections to which expression has been given m the 
various speeches. Now, let us analyse not only clause 3 but also clauses 
23, 24, 25 and 26, beca^se these clauses must be read m conjunction witli 
the other danse. Before doing so, let me say at once that there can be 
tio mistaking the object and the motive of my Honourable 
who has moved these amendments. Frankly and confessedly the object 
of his amendments is to judicialise the initial procedure ; in other word^ 
l^^fore security is asked for from a press, to go through t e orm 
wiminal trial from first to last. In fact the ^fP^ssions, ^ 

Honourable friend in the course of his speech, lead to the 
and that is the inevitable conclusion— that the_ procedure m a summoiw 
case is to be adopted. That being so. the qne.stion arises at once is what 
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has been attempted by the Bill adequate and suflScient for the ultimate pur- 
pose which my Honourable friend has in view, or is it not 1 Or is there 
going to be any irremediable evil produced by the various sections of the 
Bill taken together, remembering always that the primary and immediate 
object of the Bill is to secure speedy and efiEective action in a dangerous 
category of cases ? Now, clause 3 undoubtedly clothes 


Sardar Sant Singh : Clause 4 provides for that. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Bamaswami Aiyw : I am much indebted 
to my Honourable friend for reminding me of it, and 1 shall advert to 
that presently. Clause 3 provides that whenever it appears to the Local 
Government that anj' printing press, etc., is used for the purpose of print- 
ing or publishing any newspaper, book or other document containing 
certain things described in clause 4 

That being so, the first thing that has to be considered by the Local 
Government is whether this particular publication offends against clauses. 
It comes either to the conclusion that it does offend or it docs not offend. 
If it does offend, it takes a certain course of action prescribed in sub- 
clause (3). That having been taken, what happens next f 
begins to operate at once and under clause 23 practically the High Court 
is converted into what, in the language of the British procedure, may bo 
called a Nisi Prius Court or in the language of the Indian procedure may 
be termed a trial court— a trial court vested with this jurisdiction ot 
analysing those publications and seeing whether those publications come 
within the mischief of clause 4 or not. 


Turning to clau.se 23, what do we find ! As soon as this order is 
made, the person against whom the order has been made can apply to the 
High Court, and then it must be noticed that under clause 23 (1) toe 
High Court shall decide if the newspaper, book or other document dm or 
did not contain any such word.s, etc. A definite modification has bee 
made there— I do not propose to enter into it at this junctur^but a 
definite modification has been made there in Select Committee with a view 
to get rid of some of the apprehensions felt as to the JJ. 

High Court. But that is not all. The Special Bench shall set aside th^ 
order if it appears to the Special Bench that the words, etc., were not oi 

cE>rib»J in necSon 4. And tten in »«t on 26 “ 

given for the giving of evidence in regard to this matter both on 
side and on the other. Thus, therefore, the objections j J 

strongly emphasised as to the abdication of judicial procedure or th 
nation of judicial discretion or responsibility— thoM observations » ‘ -g 

out of place. For the purpose of immediate and speedy action, c ^ 
begins to operate, and that action is taken. The moment that act 
Sen, the full armoury of what may be called judicial ^,l„re 

donned both on the one side and on the other ; and a judicial pro 
begins to operate with liberty to give evidence on Jher the 

further duty laid upon the High Court to consider not only 
particular publications offended within the mischief of ®^® the 

taking into account any evidence that may be given on the one s d 
other.^ Thus, therefore, the primary and fundamental objection ^ 
Honourable friend that there has been, in his o^, "vail, 

of all the doctrines of criminal jurisprudence, I submit, does not p 
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SArdftr Sftnt Sing^h : Msy I call tlie attention of my Honourable 
friend to the difference ? Regarding my amendment, I have asked for the 
deletion of this clause 23 which is the High Court clause. One point more. 
What I complain of is this, that after proceedings before the District 
Magistrate, the onus of proof as in ordinary criminal cases will be upon the 
prosecution, who will be called upon, while in the case of a complaint to the 
High Court, the onus will be shifted on the person of whom security has 
been required 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : No, no. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswami Aiyar : I am indebted to 
my Honourable and learned friend, the Leader of the Opposition, for 
having pointed that out. It is perfectly true that under the old Press Act’ 
there was considerable doubt as to whether in all cases and necessarily the 
one party, namely, the party complaining of the order should be the party 
to begin as having the burden of proof laid upon him. In order to make it 
abundantly clear that the object of this Bill is to see to it that only those 
people are hit who have offended against clause 4 and that nobody is put 
under any disadvantage, it will be noticed by my Honourable friend, if he 
turns to clause 23, that the High Court shall decide if the newspaper, etc., 
did or did not contain any words, etc. Therefore, the difficulty or the 
embarrassment of a definite throwing of the burden or onus of proof on the 
one party is really eliminated in that manner. It will depend upon the 
High Court, looking at the document. There may be some documents which 
on the face of them lay the proof on one party ; here may be some which 
on the face of them lay the burden on the other : we have left it open there- 
fore under clause 23. 

In regard to the earlier portions of the interjections made by my 
Honourable friend, what I have got to say is this. I do not for a moment 
deny that my Honourable friend, if his object is to be attained, has com- 
pletely altered and modified the scope and aim of this Bill. He has not 
only made clause 3 judicial, but has followed it up in other clauses so as to 
make it clear that the judicial procedure begins and ends completely 
judicially. My submission to this Honourable House is that from the 
point of view of S])oedy administration in the initial stages, it has been 
found necessary, and indeed no other course would eliminate the inevitable 
delays of a summons case dragsriug its w’eary length as is contemplated in 
this* amendment, — in the initial stages it is undoubtedly action savouring 
of an executive character, which is found necessary, but in order to rob 
that executive action of all those features which are objected to by the 
other side, we have given the fullest possible rights to the High Court 
which IS by the combined operation of the various sections really con- 
verted into a trial court. T submit, therefore, that you get the speediness 
and the efficacy of the executive action, combined with all the safeguards 
of a judicial trial by the combined effect of the clauses to which T have 
referred. I submit, therefore, that this amendment is really inappropriate 
to the scope and the aim of this Bill. 

BIr. S. 0. Bfitra : Mr. President, I should like to ask only one ques- 
tion, and my argument will be based mainly on that. In sub-clause (3) 
in line 11, I find the word “ may It is stated there, “ That the Local 
Government may by notice in writing ’’ and so forth. Why has the word 
“ may '' been used here ? T shall be obliged if the Honourable the Home 
Member or anybody else on the Government side will explain this point. 



1370 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[1st October 1931. 


[Mr. S. C, Mitra.] 

Why do they make it optional for the Government to give notice in writing 
for deposit or forfeiture t 


The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar ; If I may interrupt 
my Honourable friend, I think he is under a misapprehension. Notice in 
writing is not optional. When the Local Government has to proceed, it 
may proceed in a particular manner after giving notice in writing. 1 may 
assure my Honourable friend that by no construction could it be said 
that under clause 3 the Local Government may take certain action with- 
out any notice whatsoever. 


Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : In that case, 8ir, what is the objection on the Gov- 
ernment side to substitute the word “ shall ’’ for the word “ may ’’ ? 
Why do you give option in demanding security or forfeiting it. You 
make it binding on the Local Government to give notice with reasons 
thereof. If you use the word “ may they may give notice, but they 
may not give the reasons ; it will not be binding on them. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswamy Aiyar : On calmer reflection, 
I am sure my Honourable friend will realise that the substitution of the 
word “ shall ’’ would really be more prejudicial to the cause which he has 
at heart. Let me read the sentence as it would run after modifying it 
according to his ideas. “ Whenever it aijpears to the Local Government, 

etc., the Local Government shall ask him to deposit ’’ Docs he want 

to make it obligatory upon the Local Government in every case to do that ? 
What it says is, it may do so, but when it does so, it must be by notice 
in writing. My Honourable friend may take it from mo, and I think 
eminent jurists who are present in this House will agree with me in what 
I say. 


Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : May I take it then that it is obligatory on the part 
of the Government to give notice in writing ? 


The Honourable 8ir 0, P. Ramaswamy Aiyar : Yes, that is what I 
have been endeavouring to point out. 

Mr. 8. 0, Mitra : Sir, if by construction it is clear that it is obli- 
gatory on the part of the Government to give notice in writing and the 
reasons thereof, then I accept it. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in sub-clause (S) of clause 3 for the worfls ‘ Local Governuiout ’ occurri?iff 
in the first line, the words ‘ District Magistrate having jurisdiction in the iilace where 
the press is situatofl * be substituted. ' ' 

The Assembly divided. 

AYES— 31. 


Abdur Bahim, Sir. 

Azhar All, Mr. Muhammad. 
Bhuput Sing, Mr. 

Chandi Mai Oola, Bhagat. 
Ohetty, Mr. B. K. Shanmukham. 
Chinoy, Mr. Bahimtoola M. 

Das, Mr. B. 

-Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 


Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Baj Swarup, Lala. 

Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudliury Muham- 
mad. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K, 

Maswood Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 
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AYES — conid. 


Hurtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi Sayyid. 
Parma Nand, Bhai. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sant Bingh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbiias. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 


[ Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

I Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

I Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

! Thampan, Mr. K. P. 
j XJppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

! Wilayatullah, Khan Bahadur H. M. 
Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


NOES— 55. 


Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allali Baksh Khan Tiwana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 

Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Bauer ji, Mr. Ra.juarayan. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James. | 
Dalai, Dr. R. D. 

DcSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 

Fox, Mr. II. B. 

French. Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Heathcoto, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Muham- 
mad. 

lahwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lall, Mr. S. 

Lalcliand, Captain Rao Bahadur 
Leucli, Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

The inotioB was negatived. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra : I move : 


Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

!Miikhprjeo, Rai Bahadur S. C. 

Pandit, Rao Bahadur S. R. 

Parsons, ^Ir. A. A. L. 

Rafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah, Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Ram Chandra, Mr. 

Rama Rao, Rai Bahadur U. 

Row, ^Ir. K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prasad Narayau. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studdf Mr. E. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Talib Melidi Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Vrikub, Sir Muhammad. 

Vnmin Khan, Mr. ^Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Ziilfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


“ That in sub-clause (J) of clause 3 the words ‘ less than five hundred or ^ be 

omitted. * ’ 

My argument is why do yon restrict the discretion of the Magistrate ? 
Are you suspicious even of your own Magistrates ? You put a maximum 
that the amount should not go to more than a particular amount. But 
I do not understand why you should say that it should not be less than 
Rs. 500. I hope that Government will see their way to accepting tliis 
amendment. Sir, I move. 


The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I must point out to the Hon- 
ourable Member that the particular portion of the sub-clause to which 
lie refers deals with a case in which the press has already published oifend- 
uig matter. I think in those circumstances that it is perfectly reasonable 
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to direct the Magistrate to demand a security not less than the amount 
mentioned in the sub-clause. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in sub-clause ( 3 ) of clause 3 the words ‘ less than five hundred or * ba 
omitted. '' 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That clause 3 stand part of the Bill.” 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

” That clause 4 stand part of the Bill.” 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : I move ; 

” That in sub-clause (i) (a) of clause 4 the words ‘ or tend to incite to or to' 
encourage ^ be omitted.” 

My main ground is that the scope of this clause is too wide, and it is not 
necessary foi* the purposes for which this Bill has been introduced. I 
think it is sufficient if you have the words “ incite to or encourage and 
any tendency to incitement to or encouragement of the commission of any 
offence should be omitted from the scope of this clause, because if there 
is no effect, the mere tendency should not be punished. So I should like 
to restrict this Bill only to incitements or encouragements and not to a 
mere tendency to incite or encourage, the main point to be kept in view 
being that intention should he the criterion and not mere tendency. Sir, 

I move. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswami Aiyar : Having regard to the 
object of the Bill, I think it will be realised that if a writer attempts to 
provoke that effect, that must come within the scope of the Bill. In these 
circumstances, I submit that the words “ tend to incite to or to encourage^' 
are necessary. 

Sardar Sant Singh : I did not move iny amendment No. 36 for the 
simple reason, that I thought that my object would be served by the amend- 
ment of my friend, Mr. Mitra. My submission is that, power having been 
given to the executive, it is absolutely necessary that we should restrict 
that power as much as possible. The words, “ Or tend to incite to or to 
encourage '' are so wide that they can embrace anything in the world. 

If the power is given to the executive whose actions we cannot control, in 
that case before we can come to the rescue, some injury may have been 
done to the person against whom the action has been taken. Therefore, 
it is absolutely necessary that the wording of the law should be restricted 
to its narrowest limit. A particular paper which in the opinion of the 
executive offends against the law may find itself in the grip of the execu- 
tive and it may not be able to move the High Court to get redress. At 
the same time the object of the Bill has been stated to be that it would 
be restricted in its operation against those who incite to or encourage 
acts of assassination or murder. Now, there may be cases wherein a com- 
ment may be made by an honest editor in a bond fide manner, and that 
cominent may go against certain actions of the executive in punishing tJie 
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man who has incited to murder : I will illustrate my point thus. Sup- 
pose the executive has abused the legal power vested in their hands and a 
certain young man tries to take the law in to his own hands and he com- 
!nils an act of violence against that particular person. It should be abso- 
lutely open to the Press to comment upon the high-handedness of , the 
executive officer as well as condemn the action of the young man who 'has 
taken the law in to his own hands. If the writer tries to condemn the 
action of the executive officer, it may be considered as inciting to or en- 
couraging murder. In order to provide against such a contingency, my 
submission is that the words of this clause should be restricted to the nar- 
rowest limit. 

Mr. S. O. Jog (Berar Kepresentative) : We are practically at the 
fag end of the day, and I am quite aware that it will be useless on my part 
to tax your patience any longer. It will not serve any useful purpose to 
discuss the x»rovisions of this Bill, which has been introduced with a view 
to muzzle and gag the Press. Whatever the ostensible object of the pre- 
visions of the Bill may be, the real object is to discourage ne^yspapers. 
However, we have passed that stage now, and although the Bill now 
before the House is in a much diluted form, still its sting or its poison re- 
mains in a virulent form, and even a small dose of it is sufficient to kill 
the growth, or the healthy growth, of newspapers. When the Bill was in- 
troduced, the main attack against the Bill was about its vagueness and its 
wideness. There is a certain school of thought which believes that there 
should be some restriction on the liberty of the Press w^hich incites to 
murder and violence. What the newspapers are really afraid of is the 
executive action of the Government. It is all right when we sit here and 
pass this law. Ultimately it will have to go to the executive and there in 
many cases it will bo abused. I am surprised at the statement made by 
the Home Member yesterday^ and at his stiff and stubborn attitude and 
certain allegations made by him, and I think it is my duty to resent those 
remar J;s. Yesterday evening, he said that every law is likely to be abused 
and if no law is to be passed, then it is better that this Assembly sliould 
be abolished. We have not come here to hear this lecture. We know our 
responsibility very well. We know what legislative bodies have got to 
do. We owe our duty to our constituencies and to the Press of India, 
and it is onr duty to opi)ose measures which are likely to take away the 
liberty of the Press. As I have already said, one of the objects of attack 
on the Bill was its vagueness and its wideness. Unrestricted power should 
not be given to the executive, and although the provisions of the law should 
be strict, very little discretion should be left to the executive. With this 
object in view, I think that the retention of the words, ‘‘ tend to incite 
to or .encourage '' is likely to lead to abuse. I think I shall be justified 
if I give out a secret. I am told that there was some controversy over the 
words “ tend to incite or encourage Afterwards a suggestion was made 
that the proper words should be ‘‘ have the effect which will convey the 
proper meaning. I do not know how the words “ tend to incite to or 
eiicourage ’’ came to be subsequently introduced. Sir, I support the 
amendment that these words sliould be dropped. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I do not think it is necessary 
me to add anything material after what my Honourable colleague, the 
Law Member, has said on this subject to explain the necessity for the 
Words ‘ tend to incite to or encourage I merely wish to explain for the 
information of the House what happened in the Select Committee, as it was 
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referred to by the learned gentleman from the Central Provinces and 
Berar. The particular words against which he has directed criticism were 
accepted on behalf of Government during the examination in Select Com- 
raitt(?e. The suggestion he referred to was from one of the Members dis^ 
sending and it was not the original proposition of Government. I do not 
wish to add anything more. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That ill sub-clauso (Z) (a) of clause 4 the words ‘ or tend to incite to or to 
encourage * be omitted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : I beg to move ; 

“ That in sub-clause (I) (a) of clause 4 the words ‘ or any cognizable offence 
involving violence ' be omitted.” 

My object in moving this amendment is to restrict the very very 
wide scope of this clause 4. There are any number of punishable offence?, 
and I think the real intention of this law is to restrict this Bill to acts of 
incitement to murder or abetment to murder. That will serve the purpose 
of the Government. Even the words under sections 325, 326 come under 
cognisable offences involving violence. I move that these words be omit- 
ted. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (Bengal ; Landholders) : Sir, I seldom 
stand on my legs on the floor of the House, and at 
op.M. j want to prolong the 

debate ; but at the same time I feel it my duty to record a word of pro- 
test against the action which is being taken in this House in enacting this 
Bill, and I support the amendment Avhich has been moved by my Honour- 
able friend, Mr. S. C. Mitra. (Mr. K. Ahmed made an interruption which 
was inaudible.) My friend, Mr. K. Ahmed, seems impatient ; I think he 
ought to be a little bit patient. Sir, it is only a very legitimate demand 
which has been put forward by my friend, Mr. Mitra, that in sub-clause 
(1) ((/) of clause 4 the words ‘ or any cognisable offence involving violence ’ 
be omitted. Sir, the interpretation actually placed in practice on the word 
‘ violence ’ is of such wide scope — of which I may say we had such pract ical 
experience during the last non-violent movement, and the word was in- 
terpreted in such a way that really we are afraid of putting this word on 
the Statute-book. Sir, if I may be allowed just to read an extract from 
a newspaper which I had from Bengal, the Amrita Bazar Patrika (My- 
K, Ahmed : ** Oh, oh ! ’0, I will do so, Members of the House are aware 
of the fact that during the recent Hijli incident the police were guilty of 
barbarous action in shooting down non-violent detenus. Now, Sir, if this 
Bill is passed, then under it the mere quoting of an extract will amount to 
an incitement to violence. The extract runs, with the heading, ‘‘ A Touch- 
ing Scene. Wife Breaks Down at the sight of Dead Husband : 

** It was a pathetic scene to witness when the body of Santosh Mitter was phiced 
in front of his house in Akur Dutt Lane. His young widow camo near the Ijody, 
saw the face of her beloved husband for 2 or 3 minutes with her eyes dried of tears, and 
declared at the top of her. voice, addressing her dead husband, — 

^ you arc gone. But I am left behind to fulfil the mission cherished by you np 
• *t<y the last moment of your life.^ 

With these words, she broke down and was carried away inside the house. Tlie old 
parents of the deceased were so much overpowered that, at the sight of their beloved 
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son, they fainted and were removed from the place. Floral wreaths were then placed 
on the hier by other members of the house. Nobody could help shedding tears at the 
sight of tliis pathetic scene. The bier was then taken away from the place. ’ ’ 

Sir, this Bill has been criticized hy the Press on the logitiiuate ground 
that, with the passage of this Bill, anything, even the quotation of the fore- 
going, will be taken as an incitiment to violence. The word ** violence 
is of such wide scope that, really speaking, in this part of the House, every 
Member feels that it signifies something which really does not ref)resent 
the real attitude of the Honourable the Home Member. With these re- 
marks, Sir, I whole-heartedly support the amendment which has been 
moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, I also support the amendment, since 
the words in question render the scope of this Bill much loo wide. We 
agreed to the words, “ incite to or encourage or to tend to incite or to 
encourage the commission of any offence of murder and I think that is 
quite sufficient to meet the purposes for which this Bill is pressed. I 
should like to have one or two definite cases which are not covered by the 
first part of tJiis paragraph and for which it is necessary to make the ad- 
dition of the Avords, or any cognizable offence involving violence I 
should like tiie Home Member or the Law' Member to give us one or two 
definite illuf i rations of what may be called terrorist activities and w'hich 
are not covered by the first part of this clause. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : Sir, I think I may very briefly 
explain to the House the necessity for these w'ords. In the first jdace, it 
would not moca the full scope of the Bill to deal solely with incitements to 
or encouragement of murder. Terrorist crime resorts to many other ‘•*orms 
of violence than murder, — for example, arson, or eausiiij: grievous hurt. 
The threat, or incitement, to break every bone of some man^s bodj% is a 
form of violence wdiich obviously it is necessary to prevent. But the ques- 
tion, T may say, wms very fully considered in Select Committee. Objiiction 
Avas urged that comparative y slight forms of violence, such as common 
assault find so forth, iniglit conceivably come within the mischief of the Act. 
Therefore, the phrase “ cognizable crimes of violence w'as adopted in 
order to secure that siieh comparatively trivial offences were excluded. 
But as regards the necessity of providing for incitements to cognizable 
crimes of violence, T have no manner of doubt, that that is a very essential 
purpose of the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in sub-clause (I) (a) of clause 4 the words * or any cognizable offence 
involving violence * be omitted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The House is now adjourned to 11 0 c^jck to-morrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 
2nd October, 1931. 
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Friday^ 2nd October, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Selection Grade Posts in the Simla General Post Office. 

1092. *Kiinwar Hajee Ismail All Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (a) Is it a fact that there are eight posts of selection grade 
of 160 — 250 in the Simla General Post Office ? 

(h) Is it a fact that out of the eight posts seven are held by Hindus 
and 01 .r by a Christian Sub-Post Mistress ? 

(c) In view of the Muslims constituting a majority in population in 
the Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle, are Gkivemment prepared 
to order that at least lialf of the selection grade appointments should be 
held by Muslims in the Simla General Post Office ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) There arc nine, including the town sub-post 
offices. 

(b) Of the nine, one is held by a Muslim, one by a Christian and the 
remainder by Hindus. 

(r) The composition of the selection grade cadre, which is a Circle one, 
depends on the fitness for promotion to that grade and cannot be regulated 
on a communal basis. Postings also are not made on communal considera- 
tions. 


Appoix'FMEN'r OF Muslims in the Simla General Post Office. 

1093. ^Kuiiwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan ton behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (a) Is it a fact that both the Town Inspectors in the Simla 
General Post Office are Hindus ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the Head Clerk (Correspondence) and his six 
assistants in the Correspondence Branch, Simla, are all Hindus ? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat the accountant of the Simla General Post Office 
is a Hindu 1 

(d) Is it a fact that out of the four accounts clerks three are Hindus 
and only one is a Muslim 1 

(e) Are Government prepared to order that at leasr. half of the staff 
in the above cadres should be Muslims f 

Sir Hubert Bams : (a) Yes, but one of them is under orders of 
transfer and a Muslim is coming in his place. 

(b) The Head Clerk is a Hindu. Two of his assistants are not 
Hindus. 
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(e) Yes, he being the most senior official in the office who has passed 
the Post Office Accountants’ examination. 

(d) Yes. They are employed iu the Accounts Branch because they 
have passed the Post Office Accountants’ examination. 

(e) Postings are not made on communal considerations. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Simla Oeneral Post Office. 

1094. *Knnwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (o) Will Government be pleased to state the period for which 
the posts of Accountant and Head Clerk (Correspondence) in the Simla 
General Post Office have been held by Hindus during the last 10 years t 

(6) Are Government prepared to oMer that the posts of Accountant 
and Head Clerk (Correspondence) should be held by Musilois and Hindus, 
alternatively, every three years f 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Throughout the last ten years. 

(b) Postings are not made on communal consideration. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Simla General ?o.st Office. 

1096. "‘Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state whetlicr the following 
composition of the staff in the Simla General Post Office is correct f 


Appointment. 

Hindu. 

Muslim. 

Total. 

Clerks 

.. 69 

7 

76 

Reserve clerks 

.. 14 

1 

15 

Post-men . . 

.. 84 

1 

85 

Officials of 45 — 85 grade 

8 

— 

8 

Inferior servants 

.. 80 

3 

83 

Season servants 

.. 38 

— 

38 

Runners 

.. 79 

1 

80 

Sub-postmasters of time-scale 

..10 

1 

11 

Grand total 

.. 382 

14 

396 


(b) Will Government be pleased to state reasons for the above negli- 
gible proportion of the Muslim staff in the Simla General Post Office ? 

(c^ Is it a fact that the one Muslim postman out of 85 was confirmed 
after his having worked as a candidate for over ten years ? 

{fl) Is it a fact that the appointment of one Muslim postman is du? 
to the fact that a Mu.slim was required to deliver letters in the Beef 
Market where no Hindu would go ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to order that the posts referred to ahove 
sh/^uld be filled up . in rotation for three years by Muslims and Hiadus '? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Information reeieived fromi the Postmaster 
General shows that the composition is not correct, the actual totals of the 
categories ,of staff specified by the Honourable Member under the control 
of the Postmaster, Simla, being 305 and not 382 Hindus, 25 and not 14 
Muslims, eight Sikhs and six others. 
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.. . '('&]i The comparatiTely small nttmber of MQisUm8:ii:.attrilmted^'f^ the 
diffibul^ ezperieneed in the past in obtaining ^table Candida^ of that 
community in this place; The matter is receiving the attention of the 
Postmaster General; 

(c) and (d). No. He was confirmed within a year of his joinii^ the 
Department. Another Muslim has since been recruited to act as .a postman 
and he will also be confirmed when his turn comes. 

(e) No, postings are not made on communal considerations. 

Sir Muhammad Takub : Will the Honourable Member be prepared 
to take qualified Muslim candidates who come forward ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : Yes, Sir. ‘ ' 

Nomination for Sblection Grade of Candidates in the Det.hj Genbbad 

Post Office. 

1096. ’“KnnwBr Hajee Ismail Ali (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an 
editorial note on pages 2 and 3 of the Postal Advocate, Delhi, September, 
1931 issue ? 

(6) Is it a fact that Eai Sahib Iqbal Nath, acting Postmaster, Delhi, 
nominated three Hindus, including one matriculate, for the selection grade 
examination ignoring several Muslim undergraduates and graduates in- 
cluding one Muslim M.A. fulfilling the conditions of the examination ? 

(c) Is it a fact that some Muslims protested against the unjustified 
nomination of Hindus to the Postmaster General, Lahore ? 

(d) Arc Government prepared to inquire into the full facts of the 
eases and to call for fresh nominations of deserving oflicials of the Delhi 
General Post Office after cancelling the previous nomination-s ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) Government have seen the article. 

(b) , (c' and (d). Government have no information. The matter is 
within the competence of the J-’ostma.ster General. 

Appointment Clerk in the Delhi Genebat. 1'o.st Offu-e. 

1097. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Ha>i 
Piracha) : (a) Is it a fact that the post of Appointment Clerk of the Delhi 
General Post Office was held by Hindus for 18 years ? 

(1) Is it a fact that according to recent orders the Appointment 
Clerk will in future be borne on the establishment of the Correspondence 
Branch instead of the Accounts Branch f 

(c) Is it a fact that a Muslim was entrusted with the duties of Ap- 
pointment Clerk of the Delhi General Post Office only a couple of months 
ago J 

(d) Is it a fact that Bai Sahib Iqbal Nath tried to retransfer th^e 
duties to a Hindu in the Correspondence Section instead of transferring 
the present Muslim incumbent of the . post to that section t 

(e) Are Government prepared to order that the charge of ^e Ap' 
pointmemt Branch in the Delhi General Post Ofliee is held by Muslims and 
non-Muslims in rotation for every three years 1 

a2 
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Mr Hvbert Siaui : (a), (o) and (d). Gtovemment have no informa- 
tion. The matter is within the competence of the Postmaster (General, to 
whom a copy of these parts of the question is being sent* 

(6) The orders are that appointment work should be done in the 
correspondence section of a post office. 

(e) Ooveriiment admit no claim to the charge of a branch on com- 
munal grounds and cannot undertake to make the order proposed by the 
Honourable Member. 


Allegations of Communal Bias tn the Baluchistan Postal Division. 

1098. ^'Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piraeha) : (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an article 
entitled Hindu Rajia in the Postal Department of Baluchistan ’’ pub- 
lished on page 5 of September, 1931 issue of the Postal Advocate^ Delhi ? 

(b) Is it a fact that several Muslim applicants for leave were asked 
to pay the travelling allowance of their substitutes owing to stringency of 
funds in 1930, whereas several Hindu officials were granted leave in the 
same year at Government expense f 

(c) Is k a fact that the Hindu officials named in para. 3 of the said 
article have either never served at any of the out-posts or not completed 
their term, whereas the rules were strictly enforced in the case of 
Itfuslims ? 

{d) Is it a fact that since the assumption of charge of the Baluchistan 
Division by Mr. Giyan Dave and his Hindu Head Clerk not a single 
Muslim has been made permanent ? 

ie) Are Government prepared to inquire into the allegations of 
•communal bias againat Mr. Giyan Dave, as contained in the said article 
and take suitable action in the matter t 

Sir Hubert Sams ; (a) Government have seen the article. 

(b), (r) and (d). Government have no information. If any person 
connected with the Department has a grievance, it is open to him to repre- 
sent it through the proper official channel. 

ie) Government will take cognisance of representations made through 
the prescribed channel. 

Communal Composition of Postal Staff in certain Post Offices. 

1099. *^Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piraeha) : (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the tables 
of communal composition of postal staff in the Karachi, Delhi and Calcutta 
General Post Offices and in the Bengal Circle as published in the Sep- 
tember, 1931 issue of the Postal Advocate, Delhi t 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether the figures given 
therein are correct, and, if not, will Government please state the correct 
figures t 

{c) What steps do Government contemplate to take to avoid a pre- 
ponderance of non-Muslims in the said offices and Circle ? 
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Hfr 9vlMrt Sams : <a) Govsrnmeat have sasa the tables. : > 

(b) Gh>Vernment have no information. 

(c) Orders are in force for the adjustment of communal inequalities 
in new recruitment. Promotions and postings are not made on communal 
considerations. 


Paucity of Muslims in Government Services in the North-West Fron- 
tier Province. 

1100. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fajisd Haq 
Piraeha) : (a) Is it a fact that the Muslim Association of Peshawar 
Citfitonment h^ recently brought to the notice of the Private Secretary 
to H. B. the Viceroy, the fact of Muslim paucity in the Government services 
in tiie North-West Frontier Province ? 

(h) If the reply to the above is in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state the action, if any, taken on the said representation and 
state the gist of the reply sent to the President of that Association ? 

Mr. E. B. Howell ; (a) The representation to which the Honourable 
]\rember is presumably referring related to the more general question of the 
employment of educated Muslims in Government service in the Punjab 
and North-West Frontier Province. 

(h) It was transferred to the appropriate Department of the Gov- 
ernment of India for disposal. 

Prepondbirance of Hindus in Appointments in the North-West Fron- 
tier Province, Sind and Baluchistan. 

1101. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behaif of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piraeha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the correct inter- 
pretation of the term minority community in its application to provinces 
like the North-WCvSt Frontier Province and Sind and Baluchistan as 
promised by the Honourable Sir James Crerar in reply to a question by 
Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum 1 

(h) Arc Government aware that the present procedure of reserva- 
tion of every third vacancy for all the minority communities, including 
the Muslims, has not proved effective in checking the predominance of the 
Hindu community ? 

[r) Are Government prepared to order that until sucli time as a 
certain pei'centage of a certain community is not reached, recruitment of 
members of the other communities which preponderate should be stopped 1 

Phe Honourable Sir James Orerar ; (a) and (&). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given on the 28th September, 1981. to 
Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur’s starred question No. 1038. 

(c) No! 

Appointment of Muslims in the Peshawar General Post Office. 

1102. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Pazal Haq 
Piraeha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the periods for which 
Ihe posts of Accountant and Head Clerk (Correspondence) liavc been 

by Hindus during the last six years in the Peshawar General Post 
Office ! 
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(3) Win Qovemment be pleased to state whetiiarJihe Dapity^Post- 
master and all the Assistant Postmasters in the Peidmwar (General Post 
Office are Hindus t 

(o) Is it a fact that the Sub>Postmaster, PeshaTrar City Post Office, 
the only selection grade office in the town, is held by a Hindu f 

(d) Is it a fact that the Muslims constitute 95 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of the North-West Frontier Province t 

(e) Is it a fact that the Town Inspector of Peshawar City Post Office- 
is a Hindu ? 

(/) Are Government prepared to keep at least two-thirds of the im- 
portant posts in Peshawar General Post Office to be filled up by Muslims ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a), (3), (o) and (e). Govemmeut have not the 
information and do not propose to call for it for the reason stated in the 
reply to the following parts of the question. 

(d) and (/). Even if the facts are as stated by the Honourable Mem- 
ber, Government caimot undertake to act as proposed by him, because 
postings arc not made on the basis of communal representation. 

Appointment of Muslims in the Accounts Bbanches op certain Post 

Offices. 

1103. ’“Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Ehui (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal lliq 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state separately tho total 
clerical strength of the Accounts Branch of Lahore and Amritsar General 
Post Offices ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state separately the number of 
Muslim clerks working in the Lahore and Amritsar General Post Offices in 
the Accounts Departments f 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state separately the periods for 
which the posts of Accountants have been held by Hindus in the Lahore. 
Amritsar, Ambala, Rawalpindi and Simla General Post Offices t 

(d) Are Government prepared to order that at least half of the post.> 
of clerh.s in the Accounts Branches of the above offices should be filled up 
by the Muslims to learn accounts work enabling them to qualify for the 
accounts e:-iimjnation ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) to (c). Government have no information. 

(d) The matter is within the competence of the Postmaster General. 
Punjab and North-West Frontier to whom a copy of the question is being 
sent. It may be mentioned, however, that postings and transfers are 
made according to the exigencies of the service and not on commnmi! 
considerations. 


Replacement of Hindus by Muslims in certain Appointments in the 
Railway Mail Service, Delhi. 

1104. *Kunwar ttajeo Ismaa AU Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha). : (a) Is it a fact that according to the rules, an official of the 
selection grade should not hold charge of a particular post or office for 
more than three years t 



QlWnONS 4N1> jM^aWERS. 


(&) Will Goyevnment .be pleasad to state the periods £q;tr 
present Head Clerk and the Head Becord Clerk of the office of the Sup^« 
intendent, RJ M. S., ‘ D ’ Division, Delhi, have held charge of their present 
posts and whether their transfer is overdue t 

(c) Is it a fact that the present Head Clerk of the office of the Super- 

intendent, R. M. S., ‘ D * Division, Delhi, has been in the same office for 
over ten years 1 ^ 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state separately the periods for 
which the posts of (<) Head Clerk, (li) Head Record Clerk of the office 
of the R. M. S., ‘ D * Division, Delhi, have been held by Hindus during 
the last six years ? 

(e) Are Government prepared to order transfer of the existing in- 
cumbents of the posts, replacing them by Muslims for a like period ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) No, the rule is that certain specided posts of 
Head Clerks should not be occupied by the same official continuously for 
more than three years at a time. 

(h), (c) and (d). Government have no information. A copy of these 
parts of the question is being sent to the Postmaster General, Punjab and 
North-West Frontier. 

(e) Whatever the facts may be and whatever action may be taken 
by the Postmaster General under the rules, postings are not made on the 
basis of communal representation. 

Appointment of Muslims to the Office of the Deputy Accountant 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 

1105. ^Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the communal com- 
position of the undermentioned staff in the office of the Deputy Accountant- 
General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi ? — 

(i) Superintendents, (it) accountants, (tit) First Division clerks, 
(iv) Second Division clerks, (u) inferior servants. 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition 
of the above cadres of the staff entertained in the office of Deputy Ac- 
countant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi, during the last three years? 

(e) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition 
of the above cadres of the staff employed as temporary establishment in 
the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to order the increased entertainment 
of Muslims in the office of the Deputy Accountant General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, Delhi, to avoid preponderance of any one class or com- 
munity ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Enquiry is being made and 
a reply will be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. 

Defalcation of Excess Fare Money on the East Indian Railway. 

1106. ^Hunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh PazaTriaq 
Firacha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
one Mr. Duff, an employee of the Crew Department of the Bast Indian 
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Railway was convieted in Howrah DiTision for a dafaleation of Ks. 1,500 
of #teess faro money f 

(h) Is it true that he was an aa;-convict before beings employed in the 
Crew Department 1 

(c) During how many days was this amount recovered by him ? 

(d) Who was held responsible for slack supervision in failing to see 
that he regularly deposited the money and what punishmeni: was accorded 
to him ? 

(e) How was this mone3" accounted for ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply 
to questions Nos. 1106, 1107, 1108 and 1109 together. They are the first 
intimation that the Railway Board have received of certain allegations 
against employees in the recently abolished crew system. T will certainly 
have enquiries made as to the truth of these allegations if the Honour- 
able Member can give me an assurance that facts have come to his notice 
suggesting that there may be some truth in them. I should add that 

' in all cases any action to be taken will apparently be within the com- 

petence of the Agent without reference to the Railway Board. 

Conviction for Cheating op a Clerk in the Crew Department, East 

Indian Railway, Calcutta. 

fllOT. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that 

one Kidar Nath Day was convicted by the Chief Presidency Magistrate, 

Calcutta, for cheating certain candidates on promise to secure appointments 
for them in the Crew Department ? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was a clerk in the Crew Def)artment attachefl 
to the Head Office, Calcutta 1 

(c) Is it a fact that he granted pro-notes for the money thus recovered 
from the candidates ? 

(d) When was he arrested ? 

(e) When was he convicted ? 

(/) When was he suspended ? 

(g) When was he dismissed ? 

Ts it a fact that the Magistrate in his judgment remarked that he 
had been the tool of larger fry ? 

(«) Is it a fact that the Magistrate sent certain papers along with his 
judgment to the Agent, East Indian Railway, for information ? 

(j) Will Government please lay on table a copy of those papers f 

(k) Did Government take steps to find out the larger fry ? 

(0 Who were found connected therewith and what punishment was 
accorded ? 

Sau* and Detection op used Railway Tickets at Gaya and Patna. 

fllOSb ^Kiinwar Hajee Ismail AU Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Haq 
Piracha) ; (o) Will Government please state if it is a fact that a few of 


' tFor aimwer to this question, see answer to question No. 1106. 
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the Railway employees were convicted at Gaya and Patna for re-selling 
used tickets on the area where the Crew system was under operation f 

(h) Is it a fact that these cases were detected by the staff not belong- 

to the Crew Department, i,e., Crew recruits, but by the staff deputed 
by the Chief Commercial Manager of the Mast Indian Ifeilway ? 

Allegations against certain Inspectors in the Crew Department at 

Lucknow. 

tll09. *Kunwar Eajee Ismail All Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Ilaq 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government please state if it is true that Messrs. Sams 
and Homes, Inspectors of the Crew Department, Lucknow, were convicted 
for travelling in a ladies* compartment while on duty ? 

(6) Were they discharged for this conviction ? If not, why not t 

(c) Are they still in service on the East Indian Railway ; if so, in 
what capacity ? 

(d) Is it true that one Inspector of the Crew Department was found 
luider I he influence of liquor while on duty on Howrah station and arrest- 
ed by the Railway Police ? 

Prevention by Crew Staff of Passengers from boarding Trains. 

1110. *Kunwar Hajec Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Sliaikh Fazal Ila-q 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it was the primary 
function of the Crew not to allow a person to board the train without a 
ticket and on this fundamental principle this system was started on the 
East Indian Railw\ay ? 

[b) Will Government please state if, in view of the above fundamental 
principle, it was not the function of the C'rew staff to collect excess fare 
but to divert the passengers to the booking offices ? 

{(•) Will Government please state if entry into a compartment without 
a ticket is an off ence ? 

(d) Will Goveriiineiit please state if any railway servant is empowered 
under the Indian Railway Act to prevent a person from boarding the train 
without a ticket If 

( e; Under what law was this power invested in the Crew ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (o) and (b). Yes. 

(c) to (e). 1 would refer the Honourable Member to Section 68 of the 
Indian Railways Act, 1890 which reads as follows : — 

No person shall, without the permission of a ]*ailway servant, 
enter any carriage on a railway for the purpose of travelling 
therein as a passenger unless he lias with him a proper pass 
or ticket.** 

Employment op Crew Staff on other than their Legitimate Duties. 

nil. *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fuzal Haq 
Piracha^ ; (a) AVill Govenimerit please state if it is true that Crew staff 

often utilised in other than their legitimate duties such as guards, 
office clerks, etc., etc. ? 


iPor niifswpr to this question, sec answer to question No. 1106. 
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(h) Will Government please state if it is true that a circular was 
issued by the Chief Operating Superintendent, East Indian. Railway, pro- 
hibiting this ; if so, when ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) In times of pressure, staff ordinarily 
employed on certain duties are utilised elsewhere where the need for their 
services is considered to be greater, but Government have no information 
of the extent to which the crew staff were utilised, if at all, for other than 
their ordinary duties. 

(b) (jovcrnment have no information. 

Control of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Crew Staff on the East 

Indian Railway. 

1112, *Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Hari 
Piracha) : (a) Will Government please state clearly on what grounds the 
control of the Travelling Ticket Examiners of Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway was transferred from Operating to Accounts Department in 1909 
or so ? 

(b) Will Government please state if the Public Accounts Committee 
decided in 1929 to transfer the control of the Crew system from Operating 
to Accoiurls Department and why it was not acted up to on the East 
Indian Railway ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) No records are traceable in the office 
of the Railway Board bearing on the question of the control of the Travel- 
ling Ticket Examiners on the old Oiidh and Rohilkhand Railway system. 
I am unable, therefore, to give the information required by the Honour- 
able Member. 

(b) The Public Accounts Committee in their report on the accounts 
for 1927-28, merely suggested that the Railway Board should consider 
whether it would not be more appropriate to place the crew system under 
the control of the Accounts Department instead of under the Traffic 
Department. The latter part of the question does not, the!*efore, arise. 


Control of Travelling Ticket Examiners and Crew Staff on the Ea^st 

Indian Railway. 

1113. ''‘Kunwar Hajee Ismail AU Khan (on behalf of Shaikh Fazal Ibni 
Piraeha) : (a) Will Government please state why the control of tli*' 
Travelling Ticket Examiners has been kept now under the Operatini? 
Department of the East Indian Railway ? 

(6) Will Government please state why the ticket checking department, 
especially the Travelling Ticket Examiners, responsible for detection nt 
illicit travelling are not kept under an independent officer like the Wateh 
and Ward and Government Railway Police Departments ? 

(c) On what grounds has the Accounts control not been thought 
proper ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) to (e). I would refer the Honourable 
Member to paragraphs 59 to 68 of the report dated 5th August, 1930 oc 
the Committee appointed to enquire into the working of the crew syste»ii 
of checking and collecting tickets on the Bast Indian Railway, a copy 
of which is in the Library of the House. 
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TeokAt Gheokino on, the Eart Indian Railway. 

1114. ^Bhaikh Fasal Haq Piraoha • (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is true that Messrs. Moody and Ward, olBcers of the Crew 
Enquiry Committee, were asked by the Railway Board to submit dctinite 
proposals as to what system should be adopted in future to prevent persons 
from tl^avelling without tickets ? 

(h) Will Government please state why sanction has been given to 
adopt the present system of one or two Travelling Ticket Examiners per 
train as suggested by the said officers ? Is it purely a detective measure 
like the Travelling Ticket Inspieiction system ? 

(c) Will Government please state whether after the abolition of the 
Crew system on the North Western Railway in 1924 a modified system of 
two men per train was started and in terms of the officers of the Crew En- 
quiry Committee '' died its natural death ” t If so, why has this modified 
system been introduced on the East Indian Railway now which is called 
“ Moody “Ward ’’ or Modified Crew system 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) The present system has been adopted to check illicit travelling. 
Under this system, the chanees of passengers without proper tickets escap- 
ing detection are so small as to m^e the system act as a deterrent to pas- 
sengers who might otherwise entrain without proper tickets. 

(c) It is presumed the Honourable Member is referring to paragraph 
6 of the Moody-Ward Committee report. The scheme which is referred 
to as having died was the crew system of ticket checking as introduced 
ill 1923 ; but it was found that the scheme could not be worked by two 
men per train. The system recently introduced on the East Indian Rail- 
way is not the crew system in force on the North Western Railway in 
1924. 


Ticket Checking on the FJast Indian Railway. 

1115. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government please state 
Avhether the ofiBcers of the Crew Enquiry Committee, in paragraph 39 of 
their report, stated as under : — 

(Comparatively Ioav pay of the crewmen is probably the main 
cause of this tendency to slackness and corruption f 

(d) Is it not a fact that the grades ol’ the Travelling Ticket 
Kxaminers in the Moody-Ward systt^m are very mneh similar to those of 
ciTwmen and Crew-in-charg( s as given below : — 


Moody-Ward System. 


Crew System. 


l^esignation. 

Pay maximum. 

Allowance. 

Designation. 

Pay maximum. 

Allowance. 

T. T. E. grade 
First. 

95 

20 

Crew-in-oharge 

90 

20 

T. T. E. grade 
Second. 

64 

15 

Crewman . . 

50 

1 

15 
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(c) Is it a fact that in the said report it has also been stated : 

Little or no work goes on if the crew are left to tbcmselves 

a marked difference is noticeable in the work of the crews if no 
officer or Inspector is in the vicinity 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the number of supervisi^ 
staff of the crewman, i.e., Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors and Crew-iii- 
charges on four Crew Divisions 1 

(e) How many Inspectors are there now over the same area as sanc- 
tioned by the Sloody-Wavd report ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(h) The Honourable aMejuber has only quoted the maximum pay of 
the categories affected. The minimum pay of a Travelling Ticket 
Examiner is Rs. 55 and while the minimum pay of a Crewman is Rs. 35. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) and (^^). I am calling for certain information from the Agent, 
Ea.st Indian Railway and will comninnicate with the ITononrablp Mem- 
ber on its receipts. 

Ticket (^iiei^king on the East Indian Railway. 

111^ *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the officers of the Crew Enquiry Committee in 
paragraph 39 of their report stated : 

A better ]mlicy in our opinion would be to decrease the numbers 
but improve the pay ’’ 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(0 the number of the Travelling Ticket Inspectors under Accounts 
Deparliuent on tiie Avhole of East Indian Railway ; 

( ii) leave-salary of the Travelling Ticket Inspectors ; 

(m) number of Travelling Ticket Examiners in the Moody-Ward 
system ; and 

(tv) leave-salary of the Travelling Ticket Examiners ? 

(r) Will Government be pleased to state why as opposed to the 
suggestion, referred to in (a) above, the number of the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners has been increased and the salary of the Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors reduced ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Yes. 

(6) and (e). I am calling for information from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway and will communicate with the Honourable Member on 
its receipt. 


Ticket Checking on the East Indian Railway. 

1117. *8haikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if the Agent and the Chief Operating Superintendent of the East 
Indian Railway, in their reports on the working of the Crew system, men- 
tioned from year to year that the system had achieved a great success and 
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recommended it to be confirmed and extended all over the Bast Indian 
Railway ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state whether the oflScers of the 
(;rew Enquiry Committee reported in clear terms that the Crew system is 
an impracticable measure and recommended that it should be abolished T 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Agent 
and the Chief Operating Superintendent both agreed with the above 
opinion of the oflScers of the Crew Enquiry Committee ! 

(d) If the reply to part (c) be in the negative, will Government please 
state what opinion .was expressed by the said officers on the Moody-Ward 
report and whether it has been sanctioned in accordance with or against 
their will ? 

(a) la it a fact that the Crew system was totally condemned by the 
officers of the Grew Enquiry Committee and has since been abolished f 
If so, will Government be pleased to state why no correct opinion was 
submitted by the Agent and the Chief Operating Superintendent earlier 
on the working of this system 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) A recommendation for the confirmation 
and extension of the crew system was made by the East Indian Railway 
Administration in March, 1928, on such information as was available at 
Ihe time. In January, 1930, however, when more ex|)erieue'' had been 
gained of the crew system, the Bast Indian Railway Administration 
reported that they were not satisfied with it. 

(fe) Yes. 

(e) and (d). The East Indian Railway Administration did not ex- 
press an opinion on the Committee’s report, beyond agreeing with the 
view that the crew system should be abolished and the arrangement re- 
eommended by the Aloody-Ward Committee, adopted. 

(e) A reply to the first part has been given in my answer to (h) 
and in view of my reidy to (a) the seeond part does not arise. 

Ticket Chec^ktng on the East Indian Railway. 

1118. *8haikh Pazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
*0 state the total sum spent on the Crew system of the East Indian Rail- 
way from 1st August, 1926 to 31st May, 1931 (on all items separately 
inider each head) ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state what is the annual expendi- 
ture on the present Moody-Ward system, East Indian Railway, under the 
following heads : — pay, allowance and uniform of the staff 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) Government regret they cannot under- 
take to collect the information required as it would entail a dispropor- 
tionate expenditure of time and labour. 

(b) The information available is given in paragraph 56 of the Moody- 
Ward Report a copy of which is in the Library of the House*. 

Ticket Checking on the East Indian Railway. 

1119. *Skaikh Faial Haq Piracha : Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the expenditure on the Travelling Ticket 
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Inspectors was less than on tiie Travdling . Ticket Examiners nnder the 
Mo^y-Ward system in the East Indian ^ilway f If so, will Govem- 
ment please state why this expensive measure has been undertaken nnder 
the pi'esent state of economic depression ? 

Bfr. A- A. ii. Parsons : I presume the Honourable Member’s refer- 
ence to the expenditure on Travelling Ticket Inspectors is in ennnection 
with the arrangement in force prior to the introduction of the crew system. 
The ‘arrailgsment now adopted has been considered necessary to safe- 
guard revenue, as it is believed that it will be mbre effective in detecting 
passengers travelling without a proper pass or ticket than the arrange- 
ment in force prior to the introduction of the crew system. 

Ticket Checking on the East Indian Railway. 

.1120. *8haikh Fasal Haq Piraoha : (n) Will Qovemment be pleased 
to state if the Moody-Ward system on the East Indian Railway is a tem- 
porary measure or a permanent one 1 

' (1)) If temporary, why have the permanent staff been discharged and 
the salaries of the remaining lot curtailed ? 

(e) If a permanent measure then why have the temporary men not 
been confirmed ? 

(d) If this system is a temporary measui’e, will Government please 
state why a permanent measure has been replaced by a temporary one ? 

(e) If it is a permanent one, will Government please state why it has^ 
been confirmed without trial t 

ISr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) to (e). I have called for certain informa- 
tion from the Agent, East Indian Railway and will communicate with tliv 
Honourable Member on its receipt. 

Allowances of Travelung Ticket Examiners on the East Indian 

Railway. 

1121. *8haikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state why no mileage allowance is given to the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners of the East Indian Railway when they come under the eategoi y 
of the running staff like the guards and the drivers ? 

(h) Why are they paid an allowance of only annas 10 and 8 per day 
for long hours of .ionrney and halt at out-stations ? Is it a fact that 
for journeys and hfdts the other running staff would earn several 

times more than the Travelling Ticket Examiners ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : (a) and (6). Travelling Ticket 'Examiners 
are treated differently from guards and drivers on account .Of tlie differ- 
ence in the character of the. duties. 

Allowanpes OF Crew Staff , on the East Indian Railway. 

1122. "'flliklkb Fasal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact the following permanent travelling allowance 
was paid to the Crew staff of the East Indian Railway t : — 

Crewrin-charge ' ®s.‘ 20'‘'^er ’raonft^ ' 

Ci^wmain Rs. 1.5 per month. 
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{h) Will Oovenment please state if it is a fact that under the rules 
a permanent travelling allowance is admissible all the year round whether 
a subordinate leaves his headquarters or not f 

(c) Will (Government please state if Ihis permanent travelling allow- 
ance is admissible on casual leave or leave on average pay ? 

(d) Will Government please state if it is true that the following three 
different ways were adopted by the East Indian Railway in respect of the 
payment ot the said allowance to the crew staff : 

Howrah Division, — ^No allowance was given when a man was on 
station duty and did not leave his headquarters even for a day 
and was not paid on casual leave or on leave on average pay. 

Dinapore Division. — Allowance was paid whether a man left his head- 
quarters or not for any period and also during casual leave. 

Lucknow Division. — Allowance was given on station duty provided 
a man left his headquarters once a week and was not paid 
during any kind of leave t 

(e) If answers to part (d) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state : 

(i) why different methods existed on one Railway ; 

(ii) which of them is the correct method ; and 

(ui) who is responsible for adopting the wrong method ? 

(/) Do Government propose to draw up an arrcar list of payment 
for the staff affected by the wrong method of payment t Was it carried 
on for five years on either of the three Divisions t 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, I propose to rejdy 
to questions, Nos. 1122, 1123, 1124, 1125, 1126, 1127, 1130, 1131, 
1132, 1133, 1134 and 1135 together. 

I am calling for certain information from the Agent, Bast Indian 
Railway and will communicate with the Honourable Member on its 
receipt. 

Allowances op Crew Staff on the East Indian Railway. 

T1123. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state why no consolidated allowance was given to the ticket collectors 
who were designated as crewmen and Crew-in-charges in the crew system 
on the East Indian Railway ? 

(6) Will Government please state if it is true that under the rules 
tlicy were entitled to this consolidated allowance ? 

(c) Do Government propose to draw up an arrear pay sheet for 

tho.se ticket collectors who worked in the crew system and were not paid 
this allowance t 

Allowances of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian 

Railway. 

tll24, ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is correct to exclude all kinds of leave, rest days, holidays in 
calculating average mileage ? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1322. 
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(i) Wfll Qorenunent please quote the: State Railway rales with 
illastrations on the subject t 

(c) Is it true that wrong method of calculating average mileage of 
the Travelling Ticket Inspectors was adopted by the Operating Depart- 
ment of the East Indian Railway, which resulted in a r^^ar monthly loss 
to them ? 

(d) Will Government please state if it is also correct that the Travel- 
ling Ticket Inspectors appealed against this and after about 20 months 
correspondence the average mileage was re-calculated and majority of the 
Travelling Ticket Inspectors were paid the arrears 1 

(e) Will Government please state the cause of this delay t 

(/) Will Government please state why, in re-calculating the avex-age 
mileage, period of recorded leave was only excluded and rest days, holi- 
days, and casual leave were not excluded ? 

(ff) Is it correct that during casual leave, rest days, holidays no mile- 
age was drawn by Travelling Ticket Inspectors whereas during recorded 
leave they were paid average mileage to the extent of 75 per cent, of their 
pay 1 If so, why were those days not excluded during wtiich they did not 
draw any mileage ? 

(k) Will Government please state whether in the cas(> of guards* 
period of non-working days are excluded or not f 

(i) Do Ctovemment propose to compensate the loss sustained hy 
the Travelling Ticket Inspectors while in the crew as a result of this 
wrong calculation of average mileage inasmuch as the period of all noa- 
working days should have been excluded, which was not done f 

Ticket Checkinc on the East Indian Bailwav- 

tll26. •Wia-iMi Fasal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether as a consequence of the abolition of the crew’ system, 
which was a temporary measure, the pay of the Travelling Ticket Inspee- 
tors has been reduced, mileage allowance abolished and future increments 
stopped ? 

(6) Will Government please state the total number of Travelling 
Ticket Iiispectois utilised in the Moody-Ward scheme and how' many of 
them have suffered a loss in their leave salary ? 

(a) Has the cause of this heavy reduction in their salary been 
assigned to the abolition of their post ? If so, will Government please 
state in what respect the post of the Travelling Ticket Inspectors has been 
abolished ? 

(d) Will Government please state whether the functions of the Travel- 
ling Ticket Inspectors are the same as that of the Travelling Ticket Exami- 
iicrs of th»- Moody-Ward system, and if so, how ♦he post of the Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors is said to have been abolished ? 

(a) Will Government please state if the Travelling Ticket Inspectors 
and Travelling Ticket Examiners are in general terms described as Travel- 
ling Ticket Clicckers t 


' IFor answer to tliii question, eee answer to questioa No. 1122. 
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" (/) If there is any difference in their function, will Government please 

lay on tlie table a comparative statement showing a comparison and 
contrast of the duties of a Travelling Ticket laspecror and a Travelling 
Ticket Examiner ? 

{g) Is it a fact that train ticket checking staff were designated as 
Travelling Ticket Checkers, then Travelling Ticket Examiners and after 
amalgamation of the East Indian Railway and the Oudh and Rohilkhaud 
Railway, they were designated as Travelling Ticket Inspectors ? 

{h) Will Government please state if the transfer of Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors' control and change of designation from Travelling Ticket 
Inspectors to Travelling Ticket Examiners is not a new thing but an old 
one ? 

{i) Will Government please state why Ticket Golleetors — ^preventive — 
and Travelling Ticket Examiners — detective bodies -have heen placed 
under one head ? Is it not a fact that long ago it was thought necessary 
to keep !;liom under different departments ? 

(j) Will Gevernment please state why the Watch and Ward Depart- 
ment and Government Railway Police are independent of the Operating 
control ? 

Promotion of Travelling Tickkt Inspectors on the Hast Indian Railway. 

1 1126. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a*) Will Government please state 
wliether, when the Travelling Ticket Inspectors of Dinapore Division of 
the East Indian Railway appealed against the appointment of outsiders 
over them on high pay, the following reply was given to them by the 
Chief Oj)eratiiig Superintendent in his letter No. 40|O.D,|Crew of 7th 
Aiigiisl, 1928 : — 

‘‘ If encouraged by considerate procedure, they are going to 

make this a lever for getting higher appointments, f:)r which 
they are not fitted, I am afraid it may lead to a revision of 
the decision arrived at 

But, when Moulvi Molid. Yakub asked in the Legislative Assembly on 
the 16tl! March, 1929 (Question 1110) : — 

‘‘ Will Government please state on what basis the opimon was 
formed that the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors were not 
qualified for higher posts in the Crew Department ? " 

tlie following reply was given : — No such opinion was formed ” 

(/;) W^'ill Governnient please state now as to which of them is the cor- 
rect answer < 

Discharge op Travelltnij Ticket Inspectors on the Abolition op the 
Crew System ox the East Indian Ratlwav. 

til 27. •Shaikh. Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state why and how many Travelling Ticket Inspectors have been dis- 
charged due to the abolition of the crew^ system on the East Indian Rail- 
way ? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1122. 

Ii278LAI) ^ 
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(6) Will Government please state their names, length of seiTice, and 
cause of their discharge from service ? 

(c) How many of the I’ecniits of the crew system belongin** to the 
categoiy of Inspectors and temporary in service were discharged from 
service as a result of the abolition of the crew system ? 

(d) Wil5 Government please state whether it is not a fact that per- 
manent men were discharged and temporary men letained ? If so, 
why 1 

Qualifications and Service op certain Employees and their Pay after 

ABOLITION OF THE CrEVV SySTBM ON THE EaST InDIAN RaILWAY. 

1128. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : Will Government please state 
the departmental qualifications and the length of service of the following 
staff, and wiiether temporary or permanent, and the pay offered to them 
after the aholition of their posts in the crew system on the East Indian 
Railway. — 

ilessrs. 

(0 A. Latif, Chief Inspector, Howrah. 

{ii) A. II. Kuraishi, Senior Inspector, Howrah. 

(m) A. Ghaffar, Senior Inspector, Howrah. 

(iv) G. T. Shivi, Junior Inspector, Howrah. 

(v) C. E. Chambers, Assistant Head Ticket Collector, Howrah. 
{vi'^ Hufold, Assistant Head Ticket Collector, Howrah. 

(vii) Day, Assistant Head Ticket Collector, Howrah. 

(viii) Kitchlu, Head Ticket Collector, Allahabad. 

(ix) J. W. Parratton, Head Ticket Collector, Moradabad Division, 
(.r) K. M. Asghar, Head Ticket Collector, Moradabad Division 1 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission. Sir, I propose ro reply 
to questions Nos. 1128 and 1129 together. 

The Railway Board are not in possession of the information with 
regard to the individuals mentioned in these questions for which tbe 
Honourable Member asks and are not prepared to call for it from the 
Railway Administration. If any of them feels aggrieved at any action 
which may have been taken, he has a right of appeal. 

Service, Qualifications, Leave-salary, etc., of certain Divisional 

Inspectors and Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East Indian 

Railway. 

tll29. *Bhaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the length of service, departmental qualifications, leave-salary (on 
which Income-tax and Provident Fund were deducted and which was 
paid during leave) of the following Divisional Inspectors of Travellinir 

IFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1128. 
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Ticket Inspectors and the Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the Bast Indian 
Bailway ? 

Messrs. 

1. J. S. Roberts, Divisional Inspector of Travelling Ticket Inspec- 

tors. 

2. J. Marshall, Divisional Inspector of Travelling Ticket Inspec- 

tors. 

3. Bhagat Ram, Divisional Inspector of Travelling Ticket Inspec- 

tors. 

4. Judge Ally, Divisional Inspector of Travelling Ticket Inspec- 

tors. 

5. C. Benjamin, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

6. T. V. Liddle, Travelling^ Ticket Inspector. 

7. Springett, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

8. Raja Bahadur, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

9. Shakir Ali, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

10. Syed Mahmud, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

11. S. X. Chakraverti, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

12. G. D. Dass, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

13. Shaikh Mahmud Hussain, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

14. Parrukh Hussain, Travelling Ticket Inspector. 

(&) Will Government be pleased to state what pay has been offered 
to them now in the Moody-Ward system ? 

Pay and Allowances of Travelling Ticket Inspectors on the East 

Indian Railway. 

tll30. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : Will Government be pleased to 
state whether rules regarding: the pay and allowances of the Travelling 
Ticket Inspectors in the Crew system on the East Indian Railway framed 
in 1927 gave them the choice to elect to retain the scale of their Travel- 
ling Ticket Inspectors’ post pins average mileage or accept the Crew 
scales 1 If so, why were their claims not considered on their pay plus 
average mileage ? 

Promotion of Travelling Ticket Inspectors, etc., on the East Indian 

Railway. 

fllSl. ^Shaikh Fasal Haq Firaclia : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is true that seniority has Wn based on pay only in allott- 
ing various posts in the Moody-Ward scheme on the East Indian Railway t 

(b) Is it a fact that the Agent 0. D. in his letter No. 40|Od.| 
Crew, dated 7th August, 1928 said “It is unwise to base selection 
purely on pay ’’ 1 


IFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1122. 
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EXAmNATIONS FOR TRAVELLING TICKET INSPECTORS ON THE EaST InDUN 

Eailway. 

tll32. ^Shaikh Pazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
t(» state vahy the Travelling Ticket Inspectors in f:he Crew system on tlie 

East Inrlian Railway were compelled to appear at Crew Examinations { 

(&) Is it a fact that the Instructor Crew Training School, Pyzabad, 
is one of the old Travelling Ticket Inspectors possessing the same quali- 
ficatiojis as tJio otlnn* Travelling Ticket Inspectors ? 

(c) AVili (rovernnient please quote the syllabus of the Travellin;; 
Ticket Insi)ectors and Crew Inspectors’ Examination ‘I 

Uniforms supplip:o to Crew Staff and Travelling Ticket Examineks 
ON THE East Indian Railway. 

tll33. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state hou niiich blue colour summer uniform cloth was purchased foi* 
the Crow stall' on the East Indian Railway ? 

(b) When was it purchased and what was the amount spent 

(c) If a large stock is still lying, wliy so much surplus cloth wa« 

purchased when the Crew system was temporary ? 

((./} Arc Qovernment aware of the fact that the use of the cloth caused 
numerous skin, diseases to its wearers ? 

(c) Is it a fact that even the cloth of chaprasis’ uniforms is higher 
in price than the one which was supplied to the Crew staff • 

(f) Is it true that the same stuff is going to be supplied to tlie 
Travelling Ticket Examiners ? 

iff) Will Government ]dease state if the Travelling Ticket Exami- 
ners are going to be supplied with knickers and half sleeve shirts ? 1‘ 
so, wil! (Jovoi ninent please state why the Travelling Ticket Examiners are 
goin<r to be supplied now ? Were the Travelling Ticket Inspectors strictly 
prohibited the nse of knickers ? 

(h) Why do not Government supply them the same uniform wluL'i 
was sui)plied io the Travelling Ticket Inspectors and which is supplied t« 
the other railway officials ? 

(/} Will (Tovernment please state why no wate'*f>ioof coats are .sup- 
plied to the Tr;, veiling Ticket Examiners lil:e the other running stiift* " 

Number of Ticket CoLLEcrroRS at Certain Stations and Checking of 
Tickets at Road-side Stations. 

tll34. *8haikh Fazal Haq Piracha : {a) Will Government be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the officers of the Crew Enquiry Comnuttet* 
stated in paragraph 53 of their report : 

“ By common consent the number of the "ticket eoUeiitors in ^ 
old days was inadequate ? 


tFor answer to this question, 3ee answer to question No. 1122. 
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(6) Will Government please state the strength of ticket collectors 
at the following stations before and after the introduction of the Moody- 
Ward system : — 

Howrah, Asansol, Gaya, Dinapur, Moghalsarai, Allahabad, Cawm- 
pore, Tundla, Aligarh, Benares Cantonment, ijuckuow, 
Bareilly, Moradabad, Hardwar and Dehradun ? 

(c) Are jSovernment aware that at road-side stations there is one 
Assistant Station Master who on arrival of the train has to perform various 
important duties and the passengers have either to stay in order to deliver 
their tickets to the Assistant Station Master when he is free or they are 
,'uileeted by illiterate menial staff or the passengers clear off without iiand- 
ing them over, as there is none to take the tickets immediately on arrival 
uf the train ? 

{d) Will Government please state the number of such stations on the 
East Indian Railway and those having ticket collectors ? 

(e) Will Government please state how many per cent, stations are 
diore on the East Indian Railway which have got fencings to keep back 
trespassers If 

if) Why are no arrangements made to protect the station pre- 
mises from unauthorised entry ? 

{(j) Is it a fact that tickets are not checked at the checking stations 
i.ow-a days as it was done before the intrnduclif)n of the Moody-Ward 
Nvstem ? If not, why not ? 

{h) If t])is work is proposed to be checked by the Travelling Ticket 
Examiners booked with the train, will Government be pleased to state 
if they iiave considered whether it is possible for one Travelling Ticket 
Exaniner to finish checking in the limited stoppage at the station ? 

Ticket Collectors dtscharced and Reduced on the East Indian Railway. 

tll35. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state why and how many ticket collectors of permanent cadre were 
discharged on tlie introduction of the iMoody-Ward system on the East 
Tiidian Raibvav ] 

{!)) Will (lovernment be pleased to state w’neHior any and if so, how 
many perinanent ticket collectors liave been reduced to Rs. 95 from 
IN. 120, their length of service, and their term of service as Head Ticket 
Collectors ! 

(r) Will Government please state the leiiglh of service of those 
P^'stod ill their place and the jiay offered to them ? 

(.•/) Will Goveniinent be pleased to state why this grave injustice 
has been done to these men ? 

Appointment of Accounts Chew Inspectors on the East Indian Railway, 

1136. '^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (u) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether an establishment of Accounts Inspector, Grows, was 
niaintained on the East Indian Railway to have a super-check over Crew 
'^’orking from the Accounts side ? 

♦For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1122. 
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(b) Will Oovernment please state tlie grades of these Inspectors f 

(r) Will Government please state the names of these men and tlie 
sources from which these men were taken and their length of service oji 
the liailway before being taken as Accounts Crew Inspector T 

(d) Will Government please state their railway qualifications and 
wlictlier they were temj)orary or permanent before appointment as 
Accounts Inspector ? 

(e) Will Government please state why a few Crewmen on Rs. 35 pay 
were taken as Inspectors of Accounts Crew and one of them was a 
discharged Travelling Ticket Inspector 1 

if) Will Government please state why Travelling Ticket Inspectors’ 
claims wore overlooked who were Accounts hands 1 

ig) Will Government please state if the Travelling Ticket Inspectors 
sent appeals on this subject to the Chief Accounts Officer ? If so, why 
were their claims overlooked even then ? 

(h) Will Government please state whether with the abolition of the 
Crew system their post was automatically abolished ? 

(i) How many of them were discharged ? 

(j) Will Go\ernment please state Avhy most of them have been retained 
for Accounts Super Cheek over Operating Travelling Ticket Exanuners ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, T propose to answer 
to this and the following question together. 

I regret I cannot undertake to make the very laborious enquiries 
which a reply to the Honourable Member’s questions would entail. 

Accounts Crew Inspectors on the East Indian Railway. 

1 1137. *Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government please 
state if dil the Accounts Crew Inspectors on the East Indian Railway 
were served with a notice regarding the termination of their service from 
31st May, 1931 1 

(b) Is it a fact that afterwards it was withdrawn ? 

(c) Will Government please state whether it is true that they did 
no work in June 1931 because sanction for their post came in July, 1931 ! 

(d) Will Government please state if their service will be counted as 
continuous and wliether they have been paid for June, 1931 ? 

(e) Will Government please state who from amongst them are related 
to the officers of the Accounts Department and other Railway officials ? 

(/) Will Government please state why Travelling Ticket ln.s|)Cctors’ 
claims have again been overlooked for this post as well ? 

(g) Is it a fact that practically all of the Accounts Crew Inspectors 
are Bengalis with the exceptions of only a few ? If so, will Government 
please state why minorities’ claims have been overlooked ? 

(h) Will Government please state : — 

(?) the number of such posts, and 

(ii) the number of Hindus, Muhammadans, Sikhs and Christians ? 


tFor BiiRwer to this question, see answer to question No. 1130. 
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Ticket Checking on the East Indian Railway. 

1138. ^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government please state 
whether Inspectors of various departments of the East Indian Railway are 
authorised to check tickets ? If so, why ? 

(.6) Wily have they not been asked to qualify first in the check- 
ing duties ? 

(c) Are they allowed to check in private dress instead of in uniform t 
If so, why ? 

Mr. A. A. L. Parsons : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply 
to this and question No. 1139 together. 

I am asking the Agent, East Indian Railway for the information 
required by the Honourable ^Member and Avill communicate with him 
when it is received. 

Ticket Checking on the East Indian Railway. 

tll39. "^Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha : (a) Will Government pleaee state 
if it is a fact that every railway employee has been authorised to check 
tickets, even illiterate menial staff, on the East Indian Railway ? 

(6) If so, have) Government considered that it will give a chance to 
bogus persons to impersonate as Travelling Ticket Examiners ? 

(c) Are Government aware that it will be harassing to the public to 
have so many men demanding tickets every now and then ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a regular staff has been maintained exclusively 
for checking purpose, aaid if so, what is the necessity of having these 
other men for checking purposes ? 

Admission op Railway Mail Service Clerks to the Accountants’ 

Examination. 

1140. *Mai]lyi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; (a) Is it a fact 
that the clerks in the Railway Mail Service in the grade of Rs. 35 to 135 
are not allowed to appear at the Accountants’ examination, whereas the 
clerks in the same grade employed in the Postal Department other than 
the Railway Mail Service are allowed to sfppear at the said examination I 

(b) Do Government propose to allow the clerks in the grade of Rs. 35 
to 135 employed in the Railway Mail Service to appear at the Accountants’ 
examination ? If so, when ? If not, why not ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) The examination referred to is the Post 
Office Accountants’ examination, which, as its name indicates, U with 
reference to the accounts of post offices, which are not the same as those 
of the Railway Mail Service. Accordingly, only Post Office clerks are 
eligible to appear for it. 

(b) No, for the reason stated in reply to part (a). The remaining 
parts do not arise. 


tFor onswoi to this qiu'stiou, see answer to question No. 1138. 
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Creation of an Additional Selection Grade Post in each Railway 

Mail Service Division. 

1141. *Haulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fad 

that there is a selection post in the grade of Rs. 160 to 250 in each Divi- 
sion of the Railway Mail Service ? 

(&) Is it a fact that in some Divisions the said post in the selection 
grade is held by Head Clerks in the offices of the Railway Mail Service 
Superintendents, while in other Divisions it is held by the Accountants 
of the head record offices ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to consider the question of creating 
one more selection grade ])Ost in each Division of the Railway Mail Ser- 
vice and in each Railway Mail Service Division to fix one such selected 
post for tlie Hoad Clerk in the Raihvay Mail Service, Superintendent’s 
office and another such post for the Accountant of the head record office ? 
If so, when ? If not, why not ? 

Sir Hubert Sams : (a) and (ft). The fact is not as stated by the 
Honourable Member. In each Railivay Mail Service Division thoie are 
a number of selection posts in the grade of Rs. 160 — 250, the number 
varying according to the importance of the Division. To the office of 
each Superintendent of a Railw^ay Mail Service Division is attached a post 
on Rs. 250—350 and a post on Rs. 160 — 250. The former is always held 
by the Head Record Clerk, who forms a part of the Superintendent’s office 
establishment, and the other may be held either by the Head Clerk or 
by the A(fcouiitant of the office according to requirements. 

(c) No, in the circumstances stated in the reply to parts (a) and (6) 
and in the present financial circumstances there can be no question of the 
creation of further posts. 


Admission of Railway JIail Service Clerks to the Selection Grade 

Examination. 

1142. ^Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : Is it a fact that 
junior ” clerks in the grade of Rs. 35 to 135 as ivcll as “ senior ” 

clerks in the same grade in the Railway Mail Service ivere admitted to 
the selection grade examination of 1930 in all the Railway Mail Service 
Divisions except the J ” Division ? If so, why were not the ‘‘ junior 
clerks from the J ” Division admitted to tJie said examination ! 

Sir Hubert Sams : Government have not the information. Tlie 
matter of selection was entirely wdthin the competence of the Postn^asler 
General. 

Pay and Allowances op Staff of the Government of India Secretariat 
AND Attached Offices. 

1143. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that there is a difference 
in the pay and allowances of the staff of the Secretariat and attached 
and subordinate offices ? 

(b) Tf so, will Government please state the reason for such diffci^- 

tnce 7 
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The Honourable Sir James Orerar : (a) Yes. 

(6) The reasons are stated in my reply to part (d) of the Honourable 
Member question No. 938, on 24th September, 1931. 

Currency withdrawn from CiRcuLATiON and thk Government of India’s 

NEW Loan. 

1144. *J^Sirdar Sohan Singh : (a) Will Government be so good as to 
])lar»e a statement on the table showing the amounts that Imve been with- 
drawn from circulation within the last five years ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to say when the new loan is going 
to be closed and if they have considered the (piestion as to whethei/ the 
new loan is likely to operate against agriculturists and depress credit and 
prices ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The attentJon of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the statement on pages 20 and 21 of the 
Report of the Controller of the Currency for 1930-31. 

(ft) Government have not decided yet when the new loan will be 
closed. As stated in the notification, it will remain open until further 
notice. Government do not consider that the loan is likely to operate 
against agriculturists or depress credit and prices. On the other hand 
it offers an attractive opportunity to small investors which the returns, 
of subscriptions indicate is being considerably appreciated. 

Recruitment op Goanese in Departments in the East African Colonies. 

1145. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Are Government aware that 
about SO per cent, of the non-European staff in the various Departments of 
the East African Colonies consists of non-British subjects, i.e,, Goanese ? 

(ft) Are Government aware that due to trade depression heavy re- 
trenchment is in progress in those colonies and many Indians with several 
years services have been turned out ! 

{c) If the answers to parts (a) and (ft) be in the affirmative, do Gov- 
ernment propose to take necessary steps for replacing the non-British staff 
by British subjects and stop further recruitment of Goanese ? 

Mr. Ram Chandra : (a) and (ft). Government have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Employment of Coolies on the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

1146. '^Bao Bahadur B. L. Patil : (a) Is it a fact that all the 
hnnmls (coolies) working in the Great Indian Peninsula Railv-ay stations, 
and particularly in the Victoria Terminus, Bombay, were dismissed and a 
contract has been given to supply hamnls f 

(ft) Are Government aware that the contractor is making huge pro- 
fits and is it a fact that the lumaln have made representations to the rail- 

authorities and to Government complaining against the methods o£ 
tbe contractor ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Itamah are mainly from the Konkan Dis-^ 
tricts that have recently suffered from heavy floods ? 

(d) Has any action been taken to restore the status quo 1 
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Mr. A. A. L. Panons : The Bailway Board have received no repre* 
sentations on this matter which is one of those left to Agents of railways. 
I am sending a copy of the Honourable Member’s question to the Agent, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

Non-inclusion op Kanarese in the Languages prescribed for the Indun 
Civil Service Examination. 

1147. ^Bao Bahadur B. L. Patil : (a) Is it a fact that Kaiiarese is 
not included in the Indian languages prescribed for the Indian Civil Ser- 
vice examination that is now held in India and also for the probationers’ 
course in England as notified in the Gazette of India, dated 2nd June, 1931, 
in Notification No. 162 of 1931 ? 

(6) If not, what are the reasons for this discrimination ? 

(c) Are Government aware that Kanarese is one of the languages 
prescribed for the various examinations in Arts for higher degrees in the 
Universities of Bombay, INIadras, Calcutta and Mysore ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) Kanarese is one of the 
languages that may be offered in the compulsory section of the examination 
for the Indian Civil Service in India. It is not oin^ of the languages 
prescribed for tlie probationers’ course in England. 

(ft) Only the most widely spoken vernacular languages of the province 
to which a p?*obationor is allotted are prescribed for the probationary 
course. 

(c) Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Lack of Medical Facilities for Press Employees i.\ New Delhi. 

127. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that no medical facilities have been provided for the employees of 
the Government of India Press, Delhi, in their new quarters at Bara- 
kkamba ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no dispensary nearby and are Govern- 
ment aware that the Press workers and their families consisting of about 
2,000 persons are suffering great privations in this malaria season ? 

(c) Is it a fact that nearly'' 75 per cent, of the Press population is 
at present down with a severe type of malaria and dysentery is pi*evalent 
in an epidemic form and no medical aid from Government is available 
for them ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Combined Hospital is too far from the Press 
quarters and the employees cannot take advantage of it ? 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy : I propose to deal with questions Nos. 127 to ISO 
together. The majority of the press employees, like other Government 
servants on a pay of Rs. 15 to 149 per mensem, can, in case of illness, call 
in a Sub-Assistant Surgeon at their house free of charge. A first aid 
medical chest is also maintained in the premises of the Press for emergen- 
cies. The Government of India consider these facilities to he adequate and 
as the Combined Hospital in New Delhi is not at any great distance from 
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the site of the they do not consider it necessary to provide a separate 
Jispeusary exclusively for their use. No separate dispensary was also pro- 
vided for the press employees at old Delhi, because the Balak Bam 
Hospital happened to be near at hand and was utilized by them. 

The Chief Engineer has been asked to submit through tlie Chief ( -om- 
ruissioner, Delhi, his proposals for constructing a primary school for the 
children of the press employees. These proposals will be considered by the 
Gtovernment of India on their receipt. 

Lack of Medical Facilities for Press Employees in New Delhi. 

fl28. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that medical facilities enjoyed 
[)y the Government of India Press employees for the last 19 years in old 
Delhi have been withdrawn with their transfer to New Delhi ? 

(b) Are Government aware that with the transfer of the Government 
of India Press population from Timarpur (Old Delhi) to New Delhi there 
is no necessity for two medical officers in the Balak Earn ilos{)ital ? If so, 
why one doctor cannot be provided to staff a dispensary for the Press 
employees ? Is it a fact that the Manager of the Press has reserved a 
‘‘ B ’’ type ((uarter to be used as a building for the dispensary I 

Lack of Educational Facilities for the Children of Press Employees in 

Nkw Delhi. 

fl29. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that there were two Primary Schools for boys and girls at 
Timar])iir for the education of the children of the Government of India 
Press employees at Delhi ? 

(b) Is it a fact that no schools have been opened in New Delhi for the 
children of the Press employees since the move of the Press from Old Delhi 
to New’ Delhi last month f If so, is it the intention of Government to 
deprive the children of the Press workers of all the previous facilities for 
education ? 

Lack of Educational and Medic al Factlitles for Press Employees in 

New Delhi. 

tl30. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that the Government of India Press workers at Delhi have been 
deprived of all facilities for education and medical attendance and that 
the Ko,>al Commission on Labour recommended better facilities for the 
education and medical attendance of industrial workers ? 

Quarters allotted to Press Employees in New Delhi. 

131. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is a fact that the Manager, Government of India Press, Delhi, has 
shotted “ P ” and “ Duftry ” type quarters to the clerks of his office ? 

(b) Is it a fact that in the Government of India subordinate offices 
and Public Works Department quarters lower than “ B ” type are not 
allotted to ederks ? If so, why inferior type of quarters have been given 
to Press clerks ? 


♦For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 127. 
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(c) Are Government aware that great discontent is prevailing amongst 
the Pro is clerks owing to the treatment meted out to them < 

(d) Is it a fact that according to the allotment rules made by the 
Manager himself junior clerks were entitled to “ E ” type quarters ? If 
so, why is the Manager not giving effect to the rules framed by him and 
approved by the (Controller of Printing and Stationery ? 

(c) Is it a fact that Press clerks have brought their grievances to 
the notice of l!ie higher authorities, but no action has so far been taken to 
redivss their grievances ? 

Mr. J. A. Shilhdy : (a) to (e). Residential quarter:^ attached to the 
Government of India Press at New Delhi have been constructed with due 
regard to tin? pay and status of the employees of the Press including clerks. 
Rules regulati)3g the classification and allotment of these quarters are still 
under ihe consideration of the Government of India and pending their 
issue alloim(*nlsj have been made on a provisional basis. 

Appointment of a Land and Development Officer in the Pubijc Works 
Department, New Delhi. 

132. Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Is it a fact that a new officer has 
been appointed as Land and Development (Officer in the New Delhi 
P. W. D. this year ? 

(b) Is it a fact that before this officer was appointed, the duties of 
Land and Development Officer and P. A. to the Chief Engineer were 
carried on by one officer ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the officer is still on probation ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a considerable number of poorly paid clerks 
of the Delhi P. W. D. have been retrenched and turned out of service 
recently, whereas this highly paid appointment of Land and Development 
Officer has bten created 1 What is his pay ? 

(e) What is the justification for the appointment ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the works in New Delhi P. W. D. arc nearing com- 
pletion ? 

(g) In view of tlie acute financial stringency, do Government propose 
to dispense with tlu; services of the Land and Development Oftieer ? Tf not, 
why not ? 

Mr. Ram Chandra : (a) A whole-time Land and Development 
Officer for New Delhi, who is directly under the control of the Chief 
Commissioner was appointed in October, 1930. 

(fe) The Personal Assistant to the Chief Engineer performed the 
duties of Land and Develojiment Officer in addition to his own from the 
1st April, 1928 to the 17th March, 1930. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Notices for termination of service have been given to a cei’tain 
number of temporary staff — gazetted and non-gazetted, and oh various 
rates or pay— in the Central Public Works Department. The Land 
Development Officer draws a pay of Rs. 800 per mensem pins a motor 
car allowance of Rs. 100 a month. 
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(e) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to paragraph 39 
of the Standing Fintmce Committee’s proceedings, dated the 22nd January, 
1929, a copy oi which is available in the Library of the House. 

(/) Yes.' 

iff) The question will be considered in connection with the recom- 
mendations of the Retrenchment Advisory Committee. 

Dhobi Ghats phovidi^d for Press Employees in New Delhi. 

133. Mr. S. 0. Mitra ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state if it 
is a faet that for every 25 quarters one big dhohi ghat has been constructed 
in the Press quarters recently built at New Delhi for the Press staff ? 

(h) Ts it a fact that nearly 12 such dhobi ghals have been built for 
a stalf of about 270 employees living in the quarters ? If so, what was 
the necessity of building so many dhohi ghats and what is th«? amount of 
expenditure incurred in constructing and fitting water pipes in those dhohi 
ghats ' 

( (i) Who will pay the cost of filtered water supply in those ghats ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) and (h). No. There are in all only six 
dhohi ghats to serve over 400 employees. Together with their families, 
there are estimated to be 1,500 persons on the Press estate. 

(c) Bills for the water consumed will be sent to the New Delhi 
Municipal Committee for payment. It is understood that they make 
certain recoveries from the dhohies in the form of a liceuee fee. 

Quarters provided eor Press Employees in New Delhf. 

134. Mr. S. 0. Mitra ; (a) Is it a fact that in New Delhi one “ B 
type and three “ C type standai’d size quarters were sanctioned by the 
Government ot India for the high-paid Reading Branch and supervising 
and clerical staff of the Press employees ? If so, is it 4 faet that the 
Engineer-iii'Charge of the project has built an inferior desirru of quarters, 
triangular 'u form, in place of tlie standard type ! If so, wliat is the 
authority for that ■ 

(h) Have Government compared the plans of the standard t.yj)e of 
quarters with the ones .actually built for fhe Pross employees noted above ; 
if not, why not f 

(c) Is it a fact that a room four feet square is called an ‘ Entrance 
Hall ^ in the plan of the so-called ‘‘ B ’’ and “ C type quarters and many 
doors and fittings have been fitted ? If so, why ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the doors fitted to the quarters are so small that 
beds and furniture cannot be taken in wdthout dismantling them ? 

(e) Why have the said B and “ C quarters been constructed 
adjoining duftry type quarters ? 

(/) Wind is the name of the engineer or architect who has designed 
these quarters and what are his qualifications ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : (a) The reply to the first part Is in the affirma- 
tive. As to the second part, the quarters actually built were naturally 
designed to suit the new site. The accommodation provided is somewhat 
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less than that allowed in the standard ‘‘ B type of quarter but is greater 
than in the ease of the '‘O'’ type quarters. 

(h) Government have not themselves compared the. plans but they 
were a])proved by responsible authorities. 

(c) No. The room in question is 6' 6" square and no unnecessary 
door has been put in. 

(d) The doors are of the same size as in the standard type of quarters. 

(e) The architect was asked to place these quarters as near as possible 
to the main Press building and they therefore adjoin the diiftries’ quartets 
but are divided off from them by walls. 

(/) Mr. R. M. Love, A.R.L, B.A. 


Bungalows for the Managing Staff of the Government of India Press, 

New Delhi. 

136. Mr. S. C. Mitra : Is it a fact that two gazetted officers’^ 
bungalows have been built for the managing staff of the Press, although 
there is only one gazetted officer in the Press 1 At what rate is rent 
recovered for these bungalows ? 

Mr. J. A. Bhillidy : One “ C ” class bungalow and one D ” class 
bungalow have been constructed for the Manager, who is a gazetted officer, 
and for the Assistant Manager, who holds a non-gazetted post. The lath-r 
class of bungalow is not reserved for gazetted officers only. The Manager 
of the Press is entitled to rent-free quarters. The question of the rent to 
be charged from the Assistant Manager is under consideration. 


Plan op Quarters provided for Press Employees in New Delhi. 

136. Mr. 8. 0. Mitra ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that the open spaces called squares provided in the Press, 
quarters are considerably smaller than those in the Secretariat quarters i 

(b) Is it a fact that even the small space in the Press quarters has 
been occupied by building dhohi ghats and places for dumping night soil 
called pail shutes and there is no open space left for the children to play ' 

(c) Is it also a fact that in the Press quarters all the latrines face 
towards the squares and standing in the squares one can see nothing but 
rows of latrines, dhobi ghats and pail shutes for night soil f 

(d) Is it a fact that the squares and quarters have been designed by 
an architect specially brought out from England for the purpose 1 If so, 
what are the name and qualifications of that architect and what pay is given 
to him 1 

Mr. J. A, Shillidy : (a) The areas at the back of the Press quarters 
are certainly smaller but they are not intended as playgrounds. Thcr? 
are open ajiaces in the front of the quarters for this purpose. 

(b) Yes. This is the pur])Ose for which they were designed. 

(c) Yes. The conveniences referred to have naturally been iilaced 
at the back of the quarters and not in front of them. 
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(d) For the name of the architect please sec the reply to part (/) 
f the Honourable Member’s question No. 134. He was not engaged speci- 
ically for this work.*^His rate of pay is Rs. 1,275 per mensem, plm £30 
Ivcrscas’ pay*./ 

Bent fob Bungalows recovered from the Manager and Assistant 
Manager, Government of India Press, Aligarh. 

137. Hr. S. C. Ultra ! Will Government be pleased to state whether 
ny rent is recovered from the Manager and the Assistant Manager of the 
tligarh Press for the bungalows occupied by them t If not, why not f 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy : Both the Manager and the Assistant Manager 
if tlie Government of India Press, Aligarh, have been granted i*ent-free 
juarters as they are required to live in the premises in eoiineetion with 
heir duties Jr the Press and the Postal Workshop 


Recruitment to the Clerical Establishment of the Government of India 
Secretariat and Attached Offices. 

138. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that ministerial branch selec- 
ion examinations are held by the Public Service Commission, when neces- 
iary, with a view to select suitable candidates for appointment to the 
ninisterial establishments of the Government of India Secretariat and its 
ittached offices ? 

{ b ) Is it a fact that appointments are made in the Third Division of 
:lie clerical establishments of the Government of India Secretariat and its 
attached offices from the list of candidates who have passed the Public 
Service Commission examinations ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in declaring the results of the examinations the 
Public Service Commission have due regard for the redress of communal 
inequalities ? 

(d) Is it b fact that all the qualified Third Division clerks of the 
minority communities, including those who were declared qualified on a 
communal basis at the last two examinations of the Public Service Com- 
mission, have been provided for in the Departments of the Government of 
India and their attached offices, and that in spite of this the Home Depart- 
ment have issued orders recently to the effect that unqualified Muslim 
clerks and lady clerks should be employed in preference to the qualified 
candidates in certain vacancies in those offices ? If so, why ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the orders referred to in part (d) 
are calculated to defeat the object for which the Public Service Com- 
niissioii ministerial selection examinations are held and have caused a good 
deal of discontent and resentment amongst the successful candidates on 
account of those orders ? If so, do Government propose to consider the 
question of cancelling those orders ? 

(/) If the reply to part (e) is in the negative, will Government please 
slate the reasons which render it necessary that recruitment to the clerical 
^stjiblishinent of the Government of India Secretariat and its attached 
^l^iccs should be made through the examinations conducted by the Public 
Service Commission ? 
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The Honouralile Sir James Crerar : (a) and ^). Yes. 

(c) The redress of communal inequalities is scatter for Departments 
:of the Government of India who are charged wiW the re:^ponsibility for 
])reventing the preponderance of any one class or communiffy. Tlic Public 
Service Commission only supply the names of candidates of minority 
communities when they are asked for such candidates by the Departmejit.s. 

(d) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards tlie 
second part, I Avould point out that the orders are to the eifect that un- 
qualified ladies and Muslims may be employed temporarily in vacancies 
earmarked for those categories until qualified candidates of the respective 
categories are available for appointment. 

(e) and (/). Do no.t arise. 


ELE(^TI()X OF MFiMHEUS TO THE ADVISORY PUBLICITY 

COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President : 1 have to inform the Assembly that the following 
seven i\leinhei*s Jiave been elected to the Advisory Publicity Committee, 
namely : 

1. JMr. Arthur Moore. 

2. Mr. P. G. Reddi. 

3. Nawab Major JMalik Talib Mehdi Khan, 

4. Kao Bahadur Chaudhri Lai Chaiid. 

(5. Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi. 

6. Mr. jM. Masw’ood Ahmad. 

7. Muhammad Azhar Ali. 


KE(T)MMHXDATIO\ OP THE LXTERXATIONAL LABOUR COX- 

FERE.XCE RE PREVENTION OP INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 

Mr. J. A. Slullidy (Secretary, Industries and Labour Department) : 
Sir, on the Ttli July IDJO, a Resolution moved on behalf i^f (jOvtrinjienL 
was adopted by this House recommonding that the Governor General 
Council sijoiild examine the possibility of giving effect to the Recommeiid.e 
lion concerning tlie prevention of industrial accidents adopted by tiie 
Twelfth International Labour Conference*, 1929, and that the resiihs of 
this examination should be placed before this House within 18 months 
from that date. 

In jiursuance of this Resolution a letter was addressed to all the inajei' 
Local Governments and the (liief Commissioner of Delhi asking for their 
view’s. The replies have now' been received, in the light of which rJie 
■Government of India have undertaken a further examination of 
Kocornmendation. 

While there is a general agreement with the principle, underly^i^r 
the Recommendation, there is consideraible criticism of the details, 
Recomi^eudation is divided into four parts and comprises no less tlun* 
23 Articles covering a yery widB field of activities. The preamble to 



PBBVENTION OP INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 


1409 


the Recommendation ^pxtends its application “ to agriculture, taking into 
account the speciais c^ditions of agricultural work The general view 
of Local Governments, with which the Government of India are in agree- 
ment, is that in some respects the Recommendation goes beyond what is 
possible or necessary in the existing stage of industrial development of 
the; country. In particular it is considered that, even with the proviso 
contained in preamble, the application of this Recommendation in any 
form to agriculture would be inoperative in practice. The use of machi- 
nery in agricuJtural operations is in its infancy throughout India and it 
would be impossible to take any effective action which would ensure that 
legislative or administrative orders were carried out. Moreover, it is 
pointed out tiial both Parts I and II of the Recommendation presuppose 
an amount of co-ordination and co-operation between the three parties con- 
ceited, namely, Government, the employer and the employee which cannot 
bo expected in existing Indian conditions. Labour in this country is still 
to a large extent migratory, illiterate and insufficiently organised to be 
able to undertake th.e various duties which are implicitly required of it by 
file Recommendation. In addition, there are certain proposals, partieu- 
Inrly those relating to industrial accident insurance, psychological and 
physiological research, whicli postulate the existence of organisations and 
agencies which are either non-existent or still imperfectly developed. 

On the other hand, the replies from Local Governments indicate 
that many of the items in the Recommendation are already in operation 
in varying degrees and that, in certain directions, further progress is pos- 
sible and desirable. Indeed, many of the details involved in the Recom- 
mendation also find mention in tlie report of the Royal Commission on 
Labour. Thus, although the terms of the Recommendation cannot be 
acccfffed as immediately practicable, they may be regarded as forming a 
standard which employers, employees and inspecting authorities may 
gradually work up to in the future. Of the four parts into which the 
Recommendation is divided. Part III dealing with the legislation which 
each State Member should undertake is the only one on which definite 
action can be taken by Government. For the remaining parts, Govern- 
ment are dependent on persuasion and must first secure the co-oporation 
of private organisations and associations. So far as legislation is con- 
cerned, Government are anxious that it should not be undertaken piece- 
meal. The Royal Commission on Labour have examined the working of 
the Factories Act and the Mines Act which are the principal Acts concerned 
and have made recommendations for their amendment and revision in- 
cluding prox)Osals for industrial safety. The Recommendation of the 
International Labour Conference will need to be re-examined in the light 
of the Report of the Royal Commission in Labour, which has only lately 
been published. The examination of the Report is at present being pur- 
sued, but until this is completed, Government will obviously not be in a 
position to take any action. It may also be mentioned that the last 
reply from a Local Government to the Government of India’s circular 
letter regarding this Recommendation was received only towards the end 
of June last, and, in view of the numerous criticisms of the details, the time 
available has been inadequate for arriving at any definite conclusions. As 
fbe Report of the Royal Commission on Labour covers the same ground as 
fhe Recommendation, the Government of India propose to proceed with the 
consideration of the latter simultaneously with the former and to give 
effect to it so far as may be practicable. 
h273LAD 



ilO 


LEGISLATIVS ASSEMBLY. 


[2nd Ootobeb 1931 . 


Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Do I take it 
that the Government of India, in the light of their examination of tlie 
Labour Commission's Report and also these Recommendations, will them- 
selves bring forward legislation without our applying pressure on the 
Government ? 

Mr. J. A. Bhillidy : I think I explained once before in answer to a 
question tliat there were a great many of these Recommendations of the 
Labour Commission, the decision on which would rest with the Local Gov- 
ernments. There were other matters in regard to which either the Local 
Governments or the Central Government could take action by executive 
order. As regards the legislation which the Honourable Member refers 
to, we are at j^resent engaged in examining the recommendations of the 
Labour Comiiiission. Some of these recomnxendations as I said will have 
to go to Local Governments. There are other recommendations which we 
have previously examined, the results of our examination having been 
given to tlie Labour Commission, and on these we shall certainly try to 
take action and prepare legislation as soon as possible. I can assure the 
Honourable Member that no pressure will be required from this House 
on Government to undertake that legislation. 

Mr. B. Das : Does the Honourable Member expect that he will bring 
in such legislation at the winter session at Delhi ? 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : I would be most unwilling to give any promise, 
but our hope at the present moment is that there will certainly be certain 
legislation in the Delhi Session. 


THE INDIAN PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL— contd. 

Mr. President : The Assembly will now resume further consideration 
of the Press Bill. Does any Honourable Member wish to move amend- 
ment No. 41 ? 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; Yes, Sir. I 
move : 

“ That m sub-clause (1) (b) of clause 4, before the word ‘ directly ^ the words 
‘ subject as above ’ be inserted.'' 

This amendment has been given in pursuance of the note of dissent of the 
minority in the Select Committee. I may refer to their note of dissent 
which says: 

** Particularly in clause 4 (b) the closing lines to the effect that any printing press 
which directly or indirectly expresses approval or admiration ‘ of any person, real or 
fletitious, who has committed or is alleged to have committed any such offence ' are 
too wide and might expose a person who incidentally comments upon the merits of 
the offender unconnected with the offence and without detracting from its gravity to 
the penalty of the section. We think that the clause should be made subject to the 
dominating purpose of clause (a)." 

With that object in view, this amendment has been moved. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Bamaswami Aiyar (Law Member) ; Mr.^ 
President, if my Honourable friend would realise that the word “ such ' 
occurs ill two places. in clause 4 (i) (b), he will see that what he really has 
at heart is carried out by this sub-clause, because if ** subject as above ’ 
means anything more than that, it is superfluous and may lead to amh'-' 
gnities. ,What I am saying is this : my Honourable friend wants to in- 
sert the "words “ subject as above ” before the word “ directly ", so that 



THB INDIAN PRESS (BMBBGENOY POWERS) BILL. 1411 

it would read ‘‘ subject as above, directly or indirectly express approval 
or admii’ation of any such offence or of any person, etc., who is alleged to 
have committed any such offence.” The word “ such ” is correlated to 
what precedes and therefore there ought to be no real difficulty in the 
matter. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

That in sub-clause (.1) (6) of clause 4, before the word ‘ directly ' the w^ords 
* subject as above ' bo inserted.'* 

The motion was negatived. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That the words * or indirectly ' appearing in sub-clause (J) (h) of clause 4 be 
omitted. ' ' 

The object of this amendment is this. As I submitted to the House yes- 
terday, the clause vests a vague and very wide power in the hands (3f the 
executive. The word “ indirectly ” embraces a very wide range of sub- 
jects, and as the use of the power rests in one hand, probably on the re- 
port of the C. J. D. or of some member of the C. I. D., it is absolutely 
necessary tliat this power should be circumscribed and the words ‘‘ or 
indirectly ” be omitted. Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswami Aiyar : Mr. President, from 
the observations of the Honourable Member, it would appear that he is ap- 
prehensive lest the word ” indirectly ” should be extended unduly, but it 
must be remembered that the object of this Bill is to strike at. a certain 
movement which is extolled or encouraged. Now, very rarely does it 
happen that the encouragement or eulogy is a direct eulogy — very rarely 
indeed does it happen that a newspaper article says that such and such a 
murder is an excellent thing or such and such an assassination is commend- 
able. What they often do, — to cite an example, — is that a story is 
narrated, a kind of serial story in which it is stated that a certain lady, a 
queen in this case, strangles a General. She goes on to say, ” A?? I have 
strangled so and so, let all the white people be strangled.” But then 
another person says that is not right, so on and so forth. That is an ex- 
tract which I have in mind, one out of these extracts which are before the 
House. My contention therefore is that if you want to hit this particu- 
lar evil, if you want to combat this trouble, you cannot restrict your acti- 
vities to direct eulogy or commendation, because no newspaper is indis- 
creet enough to indulge in such, and therefore this amendment is out of 
place. 

Mr. Oaya Praaad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Ghamparan: Non- 
Miiliarnmadan) : Sir, I want to ask just one question. A newspaper pub- 
lislies certain court proceedings in which an accused, say in a conspiracy 
case, has made a statement that he has murdered or wants to murder a 
particular individual. Now, will not the use of the word “ indirectly ” 
bring him under the purview of this section ^ I want only to know this. 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswami Aiyar : My Honourable friend 
proves too much. If the publisher is perfectly accurate in what he has 
published, he will not come within the scope of this Bill, because if a 
uewspaper publishes a comment of some proceedings in a court in which 
an accused pei*son has made certain very dangerous statements, that would 
uot be direct approval, and that is not the intent of this clause, because 

wliole question is whether the report of the proceedings has got the 
object or the effect of inciting or encouraging. If a newspaper publishes 

h273LAD C2 
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accurate reports of the proceedings of a court and confines itself to that, 
no Magistrate or High Court would say that that is itself incitement. But 
cases might easily be conceived of where, under the guise of publishing 
these proceedings, something more is sought to be done which will come 
within the purview of this section. The elimination of the word “ in- 
directly ” will not improve matters. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in sub-tilauae (I) (?>) of clause 4, the words ‘ or indirectly • be omitted. 

The motion Avas negatived. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : ISir, I move . 

“ That in sub-clause (I) (b) of clause 4, the words * real or fictitious ’ bo 
omitted. ’ ’ 

My contention is that the word “ real ’’ is redundant and unnecessary, be- 
cause the person is a real person. But as regards the word “ fictitious 
mj' argument is based on a still stronger ground, because they mal^e indic- 
table even the eulogy or admiration of a fictitious person supposed to liavc 
committed murder or violence, even if he does not incite or encourage 
murder or A’iolence. One could understand if the admiration or eulogy of 
the fictitious person, who is supposed to have committed a murder, resulted 
in incitement or encouragement to some kind of violence, because there 
would then be some justification for the use of this word. Now, the 
clause is already too wide, because it covers indirect incitement to murder. 
Will the Honourable the Law Member explain why Government haA'c pi’.t 
these words “ real and fictitious in this clause also, because it will 
endanger persons delineating historical narration or writing a book or 
fiction. There may be a description of supposed murders and there may 
be reasons to admire their conduct, but if it does not lead to incitement to 
murder or Aiolence, I do not know hoAv it can come Avithin the purview of 
this Bill at all. Sir, I move. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (Bengal : Landholders) : Sir, I rise to 
supj)ort the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. S. C. 
Mitra, and the reason for my supporting my friend is this. In the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons to the Bill it is stated, “ This Bill reproduces 
the first Bill as amended by the Select Committee When the Hon- 
ourable the Home Member made the motion for referring this Bill to the 
Select Committee, he said that Government have not sought to go one inch 
beyond the actual necessities of the case, but, Sir, I find in practice that 
the Home Member is not only going beyond one inch, but is going beyond 
one yard and^ more than that, because it has been definitely stated by my 
friend Mr. Mitra that the word “ real ’’ is redundant. There is also suffi- 
cient ground for us to oppose the placing of the word fictitious '' in this 
measure. I want to draw the attention of the Honourable the Law Mem- 
ber to one point. He just observed on the amendment which was last 
moved in connection with the omission of the words ‘‘ directly or indirect- 
ly really papers which extol murder or violence cannot be brought 

within the purview of this measure and therefore it is necessary to 
tain the word ‘‘ indirectly I think the words “ directly or indirectly 
cover all the points, and the words “ real or fictitious need not be 
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on the Statute-book. I hope the Honourable Member will see his way 
to at least accept this small amendment. With these words, I support my 
friend Mr. Mitra’s amendment. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Knra^ : Sir, 1 do not rise to support my friend’s argument in the hope 
that it will receive that amount of attention from the Treasury Benches 
that it ought to. During the last three days we have been debatijig about 
tlie necessity or otherwise of this measure, and I have come to know 
sufficient of the mentality of the Mover of this Bill, so that T think it use- 
less to stand up to support any amendment that may be proposed by my 
friends on this side. Now, if I rise to support my friend’s amendment, 

I once more reiterate that it is not in the hope that it will be accepted by 
the Treasury Benches, but with a view to point out to them their error 
in (‘luleavouidng to kill not only the Press of India, but the literature of 
India. And if it falls upon deaf ears on the other side, as it will, I am 
sure there is a wider public which will condemn this portion of the Bill 
at least, if not the other portions, with the same voice and with the same 
unanimity os we have done on this side of the House. 

Sir, open the pages of any of the books of our literature in Bengal. 
I yield to none on this side of the House about the glorious literature that 
we in Bengal have put forth during the last century, not excepting the 
Tamil literature which is as old as 2,000 years. {The HonouraUe Sir 
C, P, Bamaswami Aiyar : 4,000 years.”) But at the same time, I think 

that at the present time, of all the living languages in India, we in Bengal 
can boast of a literature which no other language of this country can boast 
of. Begin from some of the books written, say, 70 or 80 years ago, for ex- 
ample, that grciit poem called Britra Sanghar, wherein there is certainly an 
ap])roval of the murder of Daityas, Now, Sir, I hope my Honourable 
friends on the other side — Sadhus — are not so many Daitya^s, Sir, if that 
book is not an incitement to the murder of the Daityas^ i,e. the demons, I 
think if my Honourable friend is a real Sadhu, he will join with me in hav- 
ing those demons killed. They are a blot on the civilisation of humanity 
and human liistory. Then I shall cite before yon only one or two other 
books from the literature of my province. Let me mention, Krishna 
Kania's Will, — one of the best works of fiction which not only my 
literature possesses, but I think it can rival any of the best works of fiction 
in the world. There Rohini, that dissolute w^oman, was murdered, and 
therein you will find the approval of the murder of that dissolute woman. 
Will you ask our authors, will you ask our novelists, not to write in that 
strain ? Then, again, there are historical facts, about which there are 
poems. Take for example Kuriikshetra — and I do not refer to Palasir 
Juddha by Nabin Chandra Sen, who was a servant of the bureaucracy 
'''’hieh sits here on the opposite Benches. The very same author wrote 
Kurukshetra, and therein you will find an approval of murder. You will 
strike at the source of all literary activities if you really bring in the words 
“ real or fictitious ” in that way. Unless you have lost reverence for 
all the products of intellect, unless you have lost respect for human eul- 
^iiro, and may I add human morality, you will not introduce such words 
here. My Honourable friend on the other side observed that, by taking 
away the" words “ directly or indirectly ”, you will render the section in- 
^<>euous, because he said that no newspaper incites to murder directly but 
hy an indirect way. I say here you are not only indirectly gagging our 
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literature, but you are striking at the very fountain source of the intellect 
of the nation. You are trying not only to kill the Press but our 
literature also. We do not care if they go away from this 
land and thus enable our literature to flourish. In fact, before the 
introduction of printing press we had our Vedas, we had our 
Gitas, and the wisdom contained in those great books was handed down 
from sire to son, and it is still a source of inspiration to the millions in 
this country. Take away the Press, I won’t grudge it, but in the ntiiue 
of taking away the liberty of the Press and forfeiting the same, don’t 
gag the literature of this country, don’t gag our poetry, don’t gag the 
source of our inspiration for all that is great and good in human nature. 
Sir, I know that the Government will not accept this amendment. I will 
not add any Avords w^hieh may incite you to abuse us as you have been do- 
ing for the past few daj^s. I know the reason of those abuses, and in fact, 
as you have a bad ease you have no other argument than the argument of 
the fish woman. I wish that you liad still some good sense left in you not 
to press for the retention of the words ‘‘ real or fictitious ”. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : I rise to support the amendment moved by my Honourable 
friend Mr. Mitra. Here we have got the word “ incite ” which is capable 
of covering both directly or indirectly ” and “ real or fictitious ”, be- 
cause incite ” is a much wider term and it is capable of covering all 
these things. By adding these words we are putting a wrong emphasis 
on them. With these few words I support the amendment. 

The Honourable Sir 0. F. Ramaswami Aiyar : I rise with some trepi- 
dation because it has been suggested that the addition of this particular 
word fictitious ” might involve either the condemnation or the destruc- 
tion of very valuable literature. If I really felt that the glorious speci- 
mens of literature to which allusion had been made by my Honourable 
friend opposite w’ould be hit by this addition, I should be very loathe to 
support it. But, Mr. President, I am afraid that there is a little con- 
fusion about this matter. 

The word ‘‘ person ” has been defined in the General Clauses Act (»f 
1897, and if it stood by itself, it would eliminate all possibilities of Miiy 
document coming within this clause, which by a dexterous use of pseiido- 
nym.s might serve the same purpose as the "use of the real name but yet 
be outside this clause. Let me illustrate this, but before doing so, lei m.^ 
preface my statement by at once remarking that it is true that there arc a 
great many works of literature in which killing has been referred to and 
generally extolled or eulogised. As a matter of fact, the Gita, which my 
Honourable friend on the other side and myself both regard as revebiticn, 
suggests that on the field of battle, physical or spiritual, you should not 
flinch from destroying your enemies. That class or category of work is 
really dealt with, Mr. President, by the Explanation which makes it abun- 
dantly clear, “ No expression of approval or admiration made in a his- 
torical or literary work shall be deemed to be of the nature described in 
this sub-section unless it has the tendency described in clause (a) '' 

Mr. Amar Nath Djitt : The sting lies in the tail. 

The ‘Honourable Sir 0. P. Bamaewamf Aiyar ; Most of the insect 
which have stings have them in the tail. What I am trying to prove 
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that that category of real literature is excluded in that explanation. Sup- 
pose for a moment that the words “ or fictitious were omitted. There 
is nothing to prevent exactly the same thing which will be dealt with if 
real names w’ere mentioned escaping beyond the ambit of the section by 
putting in asterisks or using some other device and then asserting that 
no real person has been referred to and so it does not come within the 
meaning of this clause. We are not all Sadhus and 1 do not know what 
particular advertence was made when my friend opposite referred to 
Sadhus. 1 am not a Sadhu myself, but at the same time we are all anxious 
lliat works of pure art or literature should not be proceeded against. 
There is no doubt that pure art or literature might be so twisted as to 
come within the scope of this Bill. Suppose a person wrote a wonderful 
poem which extolled murder definitely. There is no doubt that it would 
eome wnthin this Bill. The attempt is to combine the two things, 
fji’stly, to except literature unless it has that specific tend- 
ency referred to in this Bill, secondly, to make it clear that no devices 
or evasions by substitution of fictitious names for real names should ex- 
empt persons wlio are otherwise guilty under the Bill. 

Mr. B. Das : Will H apply to literature already existing or to new 
literature ? 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Ramaswami Aiyar : Apart from the 
general non-retrospectivity of Acts, it is impossible to conceive that 
suddenly the publisher of the Gila should be prosecuted under this BilJ. 

Mr. B. Das : The printers of the Gita might be prosecuted. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That in Rub-clause (J) (6) of clause A, the words ‘ real or fictitious * be 
omitted. * ' 

The motion was negatived. 

Sardar Sant Singh : 1 beg to move : 

** That ill sub-clause (I), of clause 4, for all the -words beginning' with the words 

* the Local Government may, by notice in writing ' and ending with the words 

* wherever found in British India to be forfeited to His Majesty * the following be 
substituted ; 

‘ the Local Government may apply to the High Court for the local area in wliich 
such press is situate stating or describing the words or signs or visible 
representations which in its opinion are of the nature described above. 
The High Court shall decide in the manner hereinafter provided if the 
newspaper, booh or other document in respect of which Mie application 
is made did contain any words, signs or visible representations of the 
nature described above \ 

I want to draw' the attention of the Honourable Members as to how the 
clause will read after making the amendment I suggest. I am not object- 
ing to part {a) or (h), but I want all the words beginning from ‘‘ the 
Local Government may, by notice in writing ’’ up to the words “ forfeit- 
ed to His Majesty deleted, and the words I have read out to be substi- 
tuted in their place. My submission is that, in m'oving my amendment, 
^ny object is to judicialise the proceedings from the very beginning. I 
sj?all recall to Honourable Members what I said yesterday in moving my 
amendment to clause 3. I was not surprised when the executive autho- 
rities opposed the principle of judicialising the proceedings, but my sur- 
prise was greatest when I found the Honourable the Law Member getting 

and defending the executive action. I am reminded of the story 
of Mansur who was punished to be stoned by the public. He was taken 
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through the town and everybody threw brickbats at him under the 
orders of the executive. As he was passing along, a friend of his who 
knew him and understood his teachings threw a flower at him in order 
to conform to the order. Mansur retained his self control and seemed 
12 NOOI 7 indifferent to the shower of stones that 

hurt his body, but when the flower of 
his friend touched his body, he began to cry aloud. His cus- 

todians asked him what the matter was. “ Why should this flower pain 
you more than the brickbat ? ” they enquired. He replied, “ The other 
people did not know what they were doing, but this friend knew^ me- his 
flower hurts me more than the shower of stones. One can understand 
the executive trying to grasp and keep the power in its own grip, but one 
fails to understand, and to appreciate a gentleman who is not only an emi- 
nent laywer himself but has risen to his present position on account of his 
ability and application of legal principles during his life, and probably 
his present ])osition due to his intellectual gifts in the forensic field solel}*. 
I refer to tlic Honourable the Law Member. (Laughter.) I may add 
that he has got qualities of heart also ! But when he got up to defend the 
theory that the rule of executive should be substituted for the rule of law, 
it pained mo a good deal — ^and not only me, but I am expressing the senti- 
ment of the whole country when I say that this is a very painful affair. 
Now this makes me put my case rather more vehemently than I should have 
done. In spite of the knowledge that we have got very few votes at our 
command, and in spite of the fact that we know that we shall be defeated, 
we have the consolation of feeling that there is the larger audience outside 
to judge between us and the executive, and that larger audience is fit to 
appraise the merits and demerits of this Bill. My submission is tliat, 
in order to convince my friend, I think I should bring a very high autho- 
rity to bear upon my arguments ; so I have decided to read out a certain 
portion from this book, ‘‘ The New Despotism \vritten by no less an 
authority Than the Lord Chief Justice of England and published as 
late as 1929. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : This is not a new despotism — it is an old 
despotism ! 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) ; Are you not satisfied with your yesterday's 
quotations ? 

Sardar Sant Singh : It is at page 24 : 

y Dicey, in his classical work on the law of the constitution, enumerates three 
distinct conceptions which are involved in the statement that the English constitution 
is characterised by the supremacy of the rule of law. The statement means, first, that 
in England no man can be punished or can be lawfully made either to suffer in his 
body or in his goods except for a distinct and definite breach of law, established in the 
ordinary legal manner before the ordinary courts. It means, secondly, that in this 
country not only is no man above the law but that every man, whatever his rank or 
condition may be, is subject to the ordinary law of the land and the juri.sdiction or 
the^ courts. And, finally, it means that the general principles of our constitution are 
mainly the result of judicial decision determining the rights of private persons m 
particular cases brought before the courts.’' 

This, then, is the conception of the rule of law. Sir, the Honourable 
the Home Member, while replying, referred to certain exceptions exist- 
ing in England even and he was pleased to illustrate his position by 
referring to the obnoxious trades and other matters. Well, to my linuted 
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intellect I cannot understand what he means and how the analogy holds 
good. When the executive is given power by the Legislature to pass 
a certain Bill, certainly despotism takes a different form. What was the 
old despotism ? The despot sat in his place, and with the advice of his 
ministers or without the advice of his ministers, issued a decree or an 
ukase, and that was binding upon eveiy individual. What is the new 
despotism ? Under it, you establish a majority and by that majority 
you place before the Legislature a Bill and say, Here is a law we want 
yon to enact and instead of issuing a decree without the sanction of 
the Legislature behind it, you pass it by the help of the mere force of 
numbers. What difference does it make ? The old despotism is 
changed into the new despotism by the mere change of form, — ^nothing 
more. It remains there in substance. The real point, 8ir, again brought 
forward by the Lord Chief Justice in England is, as lie says : 

To aunmiarise the matter, it may be said that the rule of law conix)rchenas find 
denotes tlie following principle. No one can be lawfully restrained or punUhed or 
condemned in damages except for violation of the law, established to the satisfaction 
of a judge or jury or a magistrate in proceedings regularly instituted in one of the 
ordinary courts of justice. The rights of personal liberty and of freedom of speech, 
the liberty of the press and the right of public meetings are all the result of the applica- 
tion of this fundamental principle. Secondly, every one, whatever his position, minister 
of State or Government official, soldier or statesman, is governed by the ordinary law 
of the laud and personally liable for anything done by him contrary to that law and 
is subject to the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts of justice, civil and criminal. 

Now some Honourable Member may get up and say that there is the 
Judicial Protection Act for the Judges and there are certain other ex- 
ceptions to this principle, meaning thereby that the rule of law as it is 
found in England does not find the same place in India. I know it 
that the exceptions have been created and that the executive has armed 
itself with the power to punish without reference to the pi’ocedure they 
ought to adopt, but it does not mean that, because there are exceptions 
already existing, therefore wo should go on adding to them. If this 
country is to be governed by public opinion and with the aid of public 
opinion, then in. that ease it is absolutely necessary that the executive 
should move in response to public opinion, not in contravention of it. 
Therefore, my submission is that the present clause 4 offends against 
this rule. Further on, the learned Chief Justice has given the advan- 
tages which will follow from placing the matter in. the hands of courts 
of justice instead of in the hands of the executive. He says : 

The v/ork of a court involves many important ingredients, as for example : 

(t) that the judge is indemnified and is personally responsible for his decision ; 
(ti) that the case, subject to rare exceptions, is conducted in public ; 

(in) that the result is governed by the impartial application of principles which 
are known and established ; and 

(iv) that all parties to the controversy are fully and fairly heard.” 

In Other words, the decision of a court in every important respect is 
sharply contrasted with the edict, however benevolent, of some hidden 
authority, however capable, depending upon processes of reasoning 
^hieh are not stated, and the enforcement of a scheme which is not ex- 
plained. The administrcntioii of the law of the land in the ordinary 
court presupposes at least personal responsibility, publicity, uniformity 
the hearing of the parties. These are the advantages of public 
trial. How can the Honourable Members on the Treasury Benches come 
forward and say that the Indian Press will not have those fundamental 
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advantages guaranteed to them. The European Press will be free to 
write and say anything they like, but the Indian Press will be mu/zled 
and bound down by an order passed behind their back. That is the 
position. If the thing is to be placed before the ordinary Judges and 
everything is to be done in public under the same procedure which is 
applied to the ordinary criminal, then everybody has a right to judge 
whether the culprit has been treated fairly or in a partial manner. 
Therefore my submission is that my friend the Law Member’s position 
is not certainly clear to me when he says that there are occasions when 
the executive shoiild be given the opportunity, and he claims that this 
opportunity should be given in this particular case because it is an emer- 
gency measure. What is the emergency measure ? If this is an 
emergency ‘measure, I would advise him, as the state of the country is 
going from bad to worse every day, to suspend all laws and all courts. 
After all we are in want of money. Disastrous taxation is facing us 
at the present moment and savings have to be made. Why not do away 
with the Magistrates, High Courts and all the paraphernalia that exist 
in the land and let the executive Government do as they please ? Why 
not introduce legislation to the effect that for two years to come there 
will be no courts, no Magistrates, no Judges ? That will be very much 
better. And here I am reminded of an article written in the 
(statesman which probably out-Herods Herod. In this article, dated the 
27th September, the Editor writing under the caption ‘‘ More Violence ” 
says : 

‘‘It is the duty of an elected legislature to secure as far as possible that the 
innocent cannot suffer from the law. Since the Government must desire the same it has 
found no difficulty in creating a water-tight Bill by substantial alterations in title, 
preamble and text which clearly define the scope of the measure.^' 

This is after the Bill came out from the Select Committee. Then it 
says : 

“ A murderous Press is a disgrace to the profession and we fail to understand the 
excessive enthusiasm for license which makes some prefer that incitement to murder 
should continue and the guilty go unpunished and undeterred rather than everybody 
should have a chance of defeating the object of the law to provide work for tlie 
lawyers. ’ ' 

This is the complaint, Sir, that the amendments that have come 
from this quarter are due to the excessive zeal of the lawyers ; and the 
Honourable the Home Member was pleased to remark yesterday that 
we on this side of the House are merely pleading as lawyers without 
responsibility for the welfare of the country. After all we are the chief 
residents of this country ; onr sons will live in this land ; onr grandsons 
W'ill enjoy the benefits that are conferred by us. It is not the English- 
men who will live in this land. The Englishmen will go away some day, 
does not matter when, but they are not permanent residents of this land. 
Therefore the interests of this country are more sacred, more real 
more genuine for Indians than for Englishmen. Therefore to put for- 
ward the plea that we on this side are not actuated by a genuine desire 
to protect the interests of this country is not true at aU. We are not 
here to provide work for the lawyer or to plead' as persons with briefs 
plead. But we are really here to discuss whether you are transgressing 
the fundamental principles of law or not. If you transgress the funda- 
mental principles of law, my submission is that you must be prepared 
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to meet opposition from this quarter of the House. Then, further on, 
the Editor of the Statesman has a very good fling at those who have 
tabled motions of amendment. He says : 

** They emanate from quarters which cannot be suspected of sympathy with 
terrorism or with the dubious left wing of the Congress.’^ 

The implication behind this is that because we sympathise with the 
terrorist movement, therefore we have tabled these amendments. Is 
that fair play ? Is that the sort of Press which is to be protected ? 

“ We find the active opposition of some Muslims extremely difficult to under- 
stand.'’ 

Here is a lesson for our Muslim friends. Here is an attempt made, 
the thin end of the wedge thrown in, to create discord among the two 
communities in this House. This has been the game of the Htatesman 
all along, and it has not been given up yet. Proceeding, he says that 
the respectable press should not be afraid of this Bill. Let us calmly 
examine this plea. My submission is that in its working no Indian press 
will be safe, and I will illustrate my position by referring to that very 
paper which Mr. Arthur Moore in his speech the other day described as 
quite safe and that paper is the Tribune. There was an anniversary of 
the late Bhagat Singh to be celebrated at Lahore and a notice was issued. 
The Tribune published that notice after striking out the objectionable 
passages which the editor thought should not appear in print. But in 
spite of that, in spite of the fact that the paper did not contain anything 
beyond the news, the particular issue of the Tribune was confiscated 
under the Ordinance which is the predecessor of this Bill. My submis- 
sion is that no paper can be safe if the language employed in the Bill is 
so vast that it can net in anybody and everybody. My Honourable 
friends on the other side have refused to agree even to the most reason- 
able amendments proposed by this side. “ Indirectly tending to incite 
or encourage ", — this is the vast net thrown wide, and every possible 
article or criticism can be brought under the purview of this. In spite 
of this vast power given them under the law, they are not agreeable to 
place the matter in the hands of the court. My submission therefore 
is that it would be most dangerous to hand over the power to the exe- 
cufiAT. The same authority, the Lord Chief Justice of England, thus 

describes the mentality of the executive : 

% 

** An agreeable writer, collecting from the pages of Boswell and elsewhere 
individual opinions expressed by Samuel Johnson, has compiled and composed a kind 
of Johnsonian creed or soliloquy, which sums up concisely the essence of his faith. If 
a similar method were applied to the ardent bureaucrat, the amateur of the new 
despotism, his reflections might perhaps be indicated in some such creed .as tliis ; 

1. The business of the executive is to govern. 

2. The only persons fit to govern are experts. 

3. The experts in the art of government are the permanent officials, who, exhibit- 

ing an ancient and too much neglected virtue, ‘ think themselves worthy 
of great things, being worthy '. 

4. But the expert must deal with things as they are. The^ * foursquare man ^ 

makes the best of the circumstances in which he finds himself. 

5 . Two main obstacles hamper the beneficent work of the expert. One is the 

Sovereignty of Parliament and the other is the Rule of Law. 

6. A kind of fetish-worship, prevalent among an ignorant public, prevents the 

destruction of these obstacles. The expert, therefore, must make use of 
the first in order to frustrate the second." 
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—this is a maxim which is particularly being followed in introduc ing 
this Bill— 

“7. To this_ end let him, under Parliamentary forms, clothe himself with 
despotic power, and then, because the forms are Parliamentary, defy the 
Law Courts. 

8. This course will prove tolerably simple if he can : (a) get legislation passed 

in skeleton form ; (b) fill up tke gaps with his own rules, orders, and 
regulations ; (c) make it diMcult or impossible for Parliament to cheek 
the said rules, orders, and regulations ; (d) secure for them the force of 
statute ; (e) makes his own decision final ; (/) arrange that the fact of 
his decision shall bo conclusive proof of its legality ; (ff) lake power to 
modify the provisions of statutes ; and (h) prevent and avoid any sort of 
appeal to a Court of Law. 

9. If the expert can get rid of the Lord Chancellor, reduce the judges to a 

braiicli of the Civil Service, compel them to give opinions beforehand on 
liypothetical cases, and appoint them himself through a business man to bo 
called “ Minister of Justice the coping-stone will be laid and the music 
will be the fuller.*’ 

Is not the same mentality visible in the provisions of this Bill ? 
Therefore, Sir, my submission is that my learned friend, for whom I 
have the greatest respect, should reconsider his position. Then I will 
read this passage on page 102 of this book, “ The New Despotism ” : 

But vital as the independence of judges has always been, there never was a time 
when it was more manifestly important than in these latter days, when the effect of 
so much that the Executive does or permits is to render it difficult for the Courts to 
maintain the rights of the individual. The method of attack, to be sure, is subtle 
enough. In Tudor and in 8tuart times much was attempted in defiance of Parliament. 
The attempts ultimately failed, and failed signally. But despotism may be no less 
sinister, and perhaps even more michievous, if it acts under the cloak of Parliamentary 
forms than when it seeks to act in direct opposition to Parliament. Let it bo granted 
that there may be acute and well-intentioned persons who have persuaded themselves 
that the rights of individuals are perfectly safe in the hands of Government depart- 
ments, and may properly and economically be left to be determined behind the back 
of one of the parties, by officials of the Executive, upon principles not to be explained. 
But that is net, or at any rate is not yet, the general view if the relevant facts are 
sufficiently well known. Meantime, however, judicial decision may often appear to be 
a stumbling-block in the way of the zealous official. The official course miglit bo so 
much more smooth, and the official arm might be so much more powerful, if there 
were no troublesome Law Courts to stand between the Executive and the individual, 
the Crown and the taxpayer.” 

Herein lies the reason, Sir, why the rule of law is more necessary in 
cases where the administration 'of infliction of penalty is to be more 
speedy. In the present clause you will And that the penalty imposed 
comes in certain cases to the extent of Rs. 3,000 and to the forfeiture of 
the press which may be a lakh of rupees or so in value. Again, Sir, in 
this case the opinion of the journalists who are directly concerned with 
the matter has expressed itself very strongly. They suspended publica- 
tion for a day as a protest. Yesterday such news came from Bengal 
and to-day the news comes from Madras that Madras papers have closed 
their offices for a day as a protest against this measure. Therefore, 
my submission is, is it not high time that the executive should pause and 
reconsider their position f What is this power which is being asked for 
the executive ? My Honourable friend in replying to yesterday debate 
said that the onus is not thrown upon the aggrieved person. I have to 
differ from him in this reading of the Bill. The words, according 
clause 25, .as it stands are : 

” If it appears to the Special Bench on an application under sub-clause ( O 
section 23 that the words, signs or visible representations contained in the newspap®^> 
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book or other document in respect of which the order in question was made were not 
of the nature described in section 4, sub-section (I)| the Special Bench shall set aside 
the order.'' 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Raxuaswami Aiyar: It may be useful for 
my learned friend to refer to clause 23, sub-clause (i), where it is sttited 
“ shall decide if the newspaper, book or other document in respect to 
which the order was made did or did not contain any words ”, and so* 
on. Those were the expressions I referred to. 

Sardar Sant Singh : I am very grateful to my Honourable friend 
for pointing out to me this provision, “ did or did not contain any 
words ”. 

These are the two words : so at the utmost, straining the langauge to 
the breaking point, I will say that what the Bill says is that the onus is 
thrown on l)oth parties. 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : Quite so. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Not on one party, but on both parties, while 
the principle of criminal .iurisprudence is that the onus shall be upon the 
prosecution, upon the Crown, not upon the other party. That is why 
in my amendment 1 use the expression 

Mr. President : May I know how long the Honourable Member is 
likely to go on ? As to-day is Friday, I wish to adjourn early ? 

Sardar Sant Singh : I will take only five minutes more, Sir. That 
is why in my amendment I say ‘‘ in respect of which the application is 
made did contain any words ”. I have omitted the words did not 
** Did ” throws the onus entirely upon the prosecution, and this is the 
principle of law on which I insist. The object of this amendment is 
further illustrated by this fact that I do not want that a man shall be- 
punished first and then should be asked to establish his innocence in a 
High Court by applying to the court. What I want is that the Local 
Government which is aggrieved that the Law has been violated should 
be called upon to move the High Court for the purpose of establishing that 
a certain press has offended. With these remarks I beg to move the 
amendment. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter Past Two 
of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Two 
of the Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


Mr, President : Further consideration of the amendment moved by 
Sardar Sant Singh. 

Rao Bahadur Ohaudhury Lalchand (Nominated Non-OfiScial) : Sir, 
the object underlying the amendment proposed by my Honourable 
friend, Sardar Sant Singh, is a laudable one. He has taken very great 
pains in framing his amendments and has put his case very lucidly 
before this House. But he has forgotten one thing. Yesterday, while 
replying to one of his amendments, the Honourable the Law Member 
^ade it clear to him that speediness of action was the essence of this 
as this was an emergency measure, and unless speedy action was 
^aken the Bill was of no use. Since then the House has given its verdict 
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once for all on a previous amendment for referring things to judicial 
courts rather than to the executive. Therefore, after that verdict, it was 
not fair for the Honourable the Mover to press his caae for judicialising 
the procedure, even from the initial stage under this Bill. 

Much has been made again of the liberty of the Press. Liberty of 
the Press, as I said the other day, has its limitations, like limitations on 
our liberty in every other walk of life. As an example everybody lias 
a right to walk on the public road, nobody can be prevented from 
doing so. But supposing, somebody takes it into his head to exercise 
his right of occupying the whole of the road. Supposing he takes a 
spear in his hand and goes on the road attacking everybody that comes 
in the way, can that be called a due exercise of his right to walk on the 
public road ? Will not the executive be justified in catching hold of him 
at once and send him to the nearest lunatic asylum ? They ivould not, 
in fact they cannot wait for the judicial courts ; they could not afford 
to let him proceed on his march and injure people on the ground that 
they must consult the Criminal Procedure Code to find out whether his 
offence is a cognisable or non-eognisable one, whether a formal complaint 
should be filed or the police should take that man away. The executives 
alone can deal with this man at once and take the necessary action. The 
present measure is exactly on the same footing. It is an emergency 
measure, and as such it can only be handled by the executive. If you 
take away these powers from the executive, you do away with the Bill 
altogether. 

Then, Sir, we need not press this judicial versus executive con- 
troversy too far. Supposing a house is on fire, and there are 50 oth(*r 
houses in the same line and there is a danger of the fire spreading to the 
other adjoining houses. What will the executive officer do in such 
circumstances ? He will at once come forward and give orders to 
demolish one of the houses with a view to break the line in order to save 
the other houses. If you want this case to be dealt with by a judicial 
officer, he will come and frame issues first. Supposing he is sensible 
enough not to make any inquiry into the causes of the fire at this stage, 
the least he will do is to have an estimate of the house, that was going 
to be demolished, prepared, for, there might be a suit for damages lodged 
against the Government and the price may have to be determined. lie will 
then ask for the services of an expert engineer. Well, the engineer 
prepares the estimate of the house that is proposed to be demolished,— 
mind you all the while the fire is raging in all its intensity, — then they 
will say that the owner of the house that is to be demolished should be 
consulted, and the owner mu.st naturally be given some time to object 
to the estimate prepared by the engineer. Well, suppose the owner is 
near by, he comes forward and gives his consent, but at the end of his 
statement he says that last year he had mortgaged the house for Ks. 15,000 
to a man residing in Calcutta. In such circumstances, what is the 
judicial officer to do ? Well, these are the difficulties in a judicial 
procedure. I do not mean any disrespect to the judicial procedure. 
{Mr, B, Das : ‘‘ You ^ire only libelling it. It is dilatory and can 
never take the place of executive decisions. The functions of the two 
are different. Sir, I am only trying to point out that this is a case in 
which the executive alone epuld take prompt action. The amendments 
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of my Honourable friend are quite good, but they are good for a pttcca 
Press Bill which probably will have to be brought forward when the new 
Swaraj Government comes. For, I cannot believe that any Government 
could sit with folded hands when such pernicious propaganda is going 
on in the press. With these few words, I oppose the amendment. 

The Honourable Sir C. F. Bamaswami Aiyar : Mr. President, I 
realise that time is precious, and that it is the duty of every one on all 
sides of the House to be as brief as possible, and therefore, although I 
should have normally succumbed to the temptation of dealing with the 
many points so comprehensively dealt with by my Honourable friend 
opposite who moved this amendment, I propose to restrict myself only 
to two or three aspects. In the first place, let me at once dispose of 
what may be termed the personal argument. very impassioned appeal 
was made to me, and it was suggested that there was something in- 
appropriate or indecorous in my getting up and opposing amendments 
such as these, and something was said with reference to my career, and 
also very kindly, to my alleged qualities of head and heart. All that 
I can say is that I feel absolutely sure that my friend and his confreres, 
when they occupy these Benches, as 1 hope and trust they shortly will, 
will pursue exactly the same line as T. am pursuing having regard to the 
immediate history of this particular act of legislation. For, let it be 
remembered, Mr. President, that hvo things were made abundantly clear 
at the outcet of these discussions, firstly this was regarded, as my friend 
just now stated, as an emergency legislation, which is temporary in 
character, and it was therefore found necessary to arm the executive 
with certain initiatory or inauguratory powers. But care was 
taken at the same time to see that those powers when they entrenched 
or were likely to trespass upon the domain of private rights, should be 
subject to a careful scrutiny and an exhaustive investigation by the 
courts of law. It appeared to me, listening to the appeals and the 
arguments of my Honourable and learned friend, that he had omitted 
to realise the existence of clause 23 altogether, that he had omitted to 
see that there was a recourse to the High Court, and the procedure of 
the High Court is also indicated in the Bill. What is contemplated by 
this provision and clause 23 taken together is that the first step is to be 
taken by the executive, but that the rightness or wrongness of that step 
should be tested and exhaustively tested in the High Court 

Sir EEari Singh Gtour (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Exhaustively ? 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : I adhere to the expres- 
sion exhaustively because — thanks to the labours of my Honourable and 
learned friend opposite — certain objections which were raised to clause 
23 and which were very forcibly formulated in the course of the earlier 
discussions have been surmounted, and that is ^vhy I again reiterate and 
use the word exhaustively. Then a great deal was said with regard to 
the new despotism which it was asserted was being copied from England 
und enacted in the shape of this Bill, and copious extracts were forth- 
coming from Lord Hewart’s book on “ The New Despotism As passage 
after passage was read, there flashed across my mind another passage 
^hich I remembered to have read from the same book some time ago, and 

I took the liberty of asking my Honourable friend to lend me his 
book. Left me read that passage, and from that you will find exactly what 
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the evil was which was inveighed against by Lord Hewart. What he 
says is this : 

* ‘ A little inquiry will serve to show that there is now (in England ) and for some 
time past has been a persistent influence at work which, whatever the motives or inten- 
tions that support it, may be, has the effect of placing a large and increasing field of 
departmental authority beyond the reach of the ordinary law.’' 

Sir Hari Singh Oonr : May I ask the Honourable the Law Member 
whether that is not what the Lord Chief Justice condemns and whether 
it was not in consequence of statements of that kind that a Committee 
was appointed for tlie purpose of going into the question as to how far 
the executive had encroajhed upon the rights of the Legislature ? 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar : I am deeply obliged to 
my Honourable and learned friend for recalling to this House all those 
incidents as I was going to make remarks very similar to those which 
have emanated from my Honourable and learned friend. What I was 
anxious to point out and reinforce was this that in England it was found 
that gradually departmental authority, or what may be called the reign 
of bureaucracy, was tending to encroach on the domain of law and keep 
itself above law, above the ordinary activities of the ordinary courts of 
justice, and therefore, Lord Hewart gave a great lead in that book ‘‘Tlie 
New j5espoT.ism But mark what follows. In that passage which I 
have read out, what he strongly protests against is departmental action 
which is placed beyond the reach of ordinary law. I state that so far as 
this measure is concerned, executive action or authority or exercise of 
authority is not placed beyond the reach of ordinary law but is subject 
to the scrutiny and investigation and decision of the ordinary courts of 
law. Now, it is an interesting commentary upon that Committee to 
which reference has been made by my Honourable and learned friend— 
that Committee which was designed to find out the encroachments of the 
executive upon judicial authority — that to-day England is living in a 
reign of Orders in Council following upon an Act of Parliament con- 
sisting of one section (Laughter), but that is perhaps neither here nor 
there. The only thing that I wish to say is this, that even in England, 
that home of liberty, whose institutions we are endeavouring to copy, and 
I hope will successfully copy, we have these Orders in Council or 
executive dictates and one comprehensive section to cope with an emer- 
gency, and in order to meet that emergency such powers have been taken 
by the executive with the unanimous consent of the three great organised 
parties of the State. 

Mr. President, what I desire to add is this, that the Honourable 
gentleman, Sardar Sant Singh, is perfectly consistent and perfectly 
logical. What he desires to do is to get rid of the executive action 
ab initio^ get rid also of what may be called the limited scope of the 
authority of the High Court, institute a procedure ^closely assimilated to 
criminal trials from beginning to end and give to the High Court all 
the powers which it would normally and ordinarily have in a criminal 
trial. That is his object and intention, and I realise that I have inter- 
preted his intention correctly because I see his approval manifested. 
That being so, the difference between this side and the other side, or 
that, portion of the other side which is really represented by my Honour- 
able friend is this. Are you going to have speedy executive action 
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subject to judicial cognisance afterwards, or judicial action ah initio f 
I'hat is the only matter, that is the narrow is>siie before the House. I 
have attempted elsewhere and on earlier occasions to point out what the 
object of this Bill was and why it was considered essential to have 
judicial cognisance with those safeguards superadded to preliminary 
executive action. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : 1 have heard with great attention what the 
Honourable the Law Member lias said. He thinks that executive orders 
should be substituted for judicial proceedings. I know as a lawyer he 
is bound to espouse any cause with which he is entrusted, and I am 
quite sure that he would have made quite a different speech had he been 
to-day sitting on this side of the House. 

It is difficult to fight this mighty Government on the part of poor 
press owners and publishers once the executive orders are passed, and 
1 crave your permission to read a certain passage to show how the 
executive mind works. They have taken trouble to publish this big 
volume, from which I will show what passages they consider will come 
within the purview of the Bill that is before the House. Mr. Arthur 
Moore, the Leader of the European Group, quoted extensively from that 
book, and I hope you will excuse me also if I read some passages from 
the same. I know the remarks are strong, but I invite the House to tell 
me how they incite or tend to incite to murder or acts of violence. You 
will see for yourself that the remarks are very strong against the 
Anglo-Indian community and the Anglo-Indian Press at whose instance 
the Honourable the Home Member has thought fit to bring in this 
measure. (Mr, E, Studd : Question.’’) I read from page 54 : 

** Liberty (Calcutta) of the 2nd August, 1931, writes : 

' It is regrettable that Auglo-Iiidia, almost the whole body of it, has started a 
dishonest, a cunning, a spurious agitation over recent violent outrages. It is neither 
surprising nor disconcerting that Ailglo-lndiaii exploiters of India should liave mainly 
sought to make political capital out of tragedies which ought to move our humanity 
deeply and give to statesmanship food for serious reflection. For panic and foolishness 
we should make ample allowance but for perversity and mischief there is none so poor 
in spirit as to offer pity. It is not for us to allay a storm deliberately raised for 
political esploitatiou. It is not for us to show up shameless pretenders and obstinate 
hypocrites. An earlier generation set up a howl against a conciliatory Viceroy and 
packed him off. The plan is more comprehensive to-day. Anglo-Iudia is out to Vrcck 
the prospects of peace in Imlia and to deceive her out of tlio goal of freedom. It has 
asked the Government * to govern or go out ’ — (that is what the Ktntvsman says) — 
if the existing Government cannot discharge its functions — at the dictation of Anglo- 
India — ‘ they must prepare means for finding another * ! 

Lashed into fury by outbreaks of violence and lawlessness, these bullies would 
take tiie law into their own hands * to drive? out terrorism by terror \ 'i;ijev threaten 
‘ the gravest events ’ if the Congress which is * guilty of murder ' which has 
‘ fresh blood upon its hands ' is admitted into the Round Table ‘Jonferenee. A 
Conservaihe backbencher, one Bracken, in spiritual affinity with the Angio-Indian pack, 
has blamed Mahatma Gandhi for assassinations .and said that * the Government of India 
should h.ave tried him for incitement instead of inviting him to St James Palace \* ** 

I shall make no apologfy for reading: another ])assage to show to the House 
that that it is not against incitement to murder or acts of violence that 
this Bill is intended. From the selections that have been made in this 
volume you will see that those newspapers are against murder. I have 
carefully read through every selection, and they condemn violence, not 
to speak of murder, but wherever they criticised the Anglo-Indian press, 
it was taken as though they criticised the Government of India, You 
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will therefore excuse me if I read some more passages to show that this 
Bill is intended not against any incitement to murder or acts of violence, 
but only to crush tiie press the Honourable the Home Member intends 
this Bill. Let me read from page 53 of these Selections : 

“ A meeting of the European masters of this country was lately held at the 
Dalhousie Institute. All the people of this country are now regretting the unjust 
murder of Mr. Garlick. All thoughtful men in the land believe that these acts of 
lawlessness put serious obstacles to the progress of the nation. But one’s mind is 
embittered by the bitterness of feeling displayed in resolutions adopted by the European 
Association. " Nobody holds the entire European community responsible for the agony 
inflicted on the oppressed coolies by tea garden managers. No revolt was proclaimed 
against the whole English race because of the ^.fiendish Jalliauwala Bagh massacre by 
Dyer. Eor the daily persecution of the black by the white only individual justice has 
been demanded and the people of the country have never been mad enough to start 
an attack on all whites in consequence. The need of an explanation from the Viceroy 
or the Premier has never beeji felt for thq lives of the people of the country taken by 
police shots, with or ivithout reason in this country'.^' 

I wish 1 could read other passages because this House has been 
prejudiced by reading extensively by Mr. Moore, passages from unknown 
papers, but these are the more responsible papers, which T quoted. 
This book is in tlie hands of all Honourable Members and they will find 
that incitement to murder and acts of violence have all along been con- 
demned by tlie Indian Press. Now, the eat is out of the bag. The 
Honourable the Home Member wants to crush. fair criticism and 'the liberty 
of the Indian Press, so tliat there may be no spirit of nationalism kept 
alive. My friend, Sardar Sant Singh ^s amendment is only for the sub- 
stitution of judicial proceedings instead of executive . orders. Why 
should Government be anxious to pass this Bill without changing a 
comma or a semi colon. The Home ^lember is determined to have his 
pound of flesh. Yet the country knows how unreasonably the provisions 
of section 124- A. have been interpreted so that everything can be brought 
under it. Why should you be afraid of a judicial proceeding in a court 
of law ? The Honourable the Law Member says that judicial proceed- 
ings will come later on. In clause 3 you will find the word ‘‘ may ” 
instead of shall so it is permissive. You don’t find any provision 
that reasons should be given for demanding security. In those circum- 
stances what will the High Court do ? If there are no reasons stated 
the demand for security, the High Court is helpless. As has been shown 
in the Comrade case, even the judicial procedure that is being talked ot‘ 
so loudly is really a farce. It will give no protection. As I have shown, 
Sir, the passages I have read out to you are really strong criticisms biV 
were never intended to incite murders or violence. Sir, I sui)port the 
motion of my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : I would 
not have opened my mouth, but as we are proceeding I feel that the 
Government are bent upon suppressing and oppressing the Indian Press. 
If their only object is that incitement to murder must be stopped, we 
are all agreed to stop this incitement. If that was the only object, you 
do not ^ant to a three day’s discussion of this Bill. Now, Sir, I ask, 
why do you find so many people against the Treasury Bench ? We 
these benches have cried ourselves hoarse and why should the time 
the House^ be wasted like this t Really we feel that the Honourable the 
Home Member wants to institute a system of slavery. I think that most 
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of the Members of this House have experience of our Magistracy. 1 
have practised) in the courts for a quarter of a century, at least 27 or 28 
years. 1 shall quote a specimen of a Magistrate in order to make my 
point clear. In the early part of 1904 or 1905, I appeared before a 
Magistrate of ten years standing. When I appeared in the first case, he 
h^ to acquit my clients and he then admired me. He said., “ During 
my ten year's magistracy I have never acquitted a man, especially if it 
was police case Even in private cases when there w’^as a medical 
certificate held by the complainant, he always convicted' the accused. In 
my case the complainant had a medical certificate and he had to acquit 
the accused. That is the mentality of Magistrates. They take their 
orders from the superior officers like the District Magistrate or Police 
Superintcnd'ent. They are told they ought to have an elastic conscience. 
The District Magistrate's advice to him was that his Conscience must 
permit of everything. He must carry out the orders of the District 
Magistrate. Even now a days the samething is happening. If our 
Magistrates were really administering justice, there w^ould not be any 
grievance- at all. The Subordinate Magistrate simply has to obey the 
orders of the District Magistrate, which proceeds from the Commissioner 
of the Division or the Local Government or the India Government. 
That is the kind of mentality of our Magistrates. T do not know 
whether the Honourable the Home Member has practised in the law 
courts but he must have been a Magistrate in his younger days. All our 
feara are due to fhe mentality of our Magistrates. The law is not ad^ 
ministered except according to the whim of the superior officers. I‘ 

should say our Magistracy are not human beings. They are slaves who 

have to carry out the orders dinned into their ears by the Police 
Superintendtent or the Magistrate of the district. That is the mode of 
the administration of justice by the Magistracy. 

Now, Sir, I come to the motion of my friend, Sardar Sant Singh. 
Sir, my friendt is asking that the Ijocal Government should apply to the 
High Court. Now, where is the objection to that ? If the Government 
are afraid because the High Court will be independent and wiU 

administer impartial justice to people and, that is perhaps the only 

ground on which they can oppose giving them this power because they 
will be in difficulty. But illustrations like, “ Oh, the house is burning ", 
The British Empire is dwindling " are more dreadful illustrations. But 
as a matter: of fact I do not think, none of us believes, that the house is 
really burning, or that the British Empire is crumbling, and so forth. Sir, 
the house is not burning, find the British Government will continue for 
long. So that this kind of alarmist argument is unreasonable and simply 
sophistry. Sir, we have amongst ourselves what are called Astikas and 
what are called ^astikas, believers and unbelievers in God. The latter 
class do not believe in God in spite of all his manifestations on earth. 
They do not see the real state of things. Now, please consider, why there 
are so many people who differ from the Government Bench ? If they 
think, Sir, that we are so many mad people, and they think that they are the 
only sane and wise people, then why not send us to the lunatic asylum 
^Laughter) ? If, however, they think we have some sense, some reason, 
then I tell them that, after reconsideration, after thinking over our 
ohj^tions, they should not persist in the error of their ways. Their 
action, instead of suppressing murders or putting a stop to incitement 
to murder, will recoil on them tenfold^ and there will be ten times as many 
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murdebs as are committed in the country to-day. (Hear, hear.) 
(Laughter from the Official Benches.) Sir, this is not the way ! What 
28 the real way ? Sir, there was a time when the Europeans, were wcl- 
eomed almost as Gods. I remember my old father saying half a century 
ago that he had implicit faith in these white people and that he had no 
faith in the dark people of this country, but, Sir, he had reasons for that, 
because that was the real state of things in those times, — I may tell you, 
that the Pandas of Jagannath welcomed even the Europeans and! offered 
them free into the temple. But now. Sir, their crookedness and their 
avarice have soared very very high, and their behaviour 

Hr. President : The Honourable Member must address the Chair. 

Mr. B. N. Hisra : Why do they put themselves in the position 
(J.n Honourable Member : Look towards the Chair”) of enemies! 
Do they think it is a human thing to commit murders, is it natural that 
human beings should commit murders ? I think you have experience and you 
know. (Laughter.) If a child cries, any one picks up the child out of 
sheer human sympathy ? Sir, unless one’s mind is abnormal or 
deranged, one never commits these murders. Then why do these people 
commit murders ! I say, for their sins, for their actions : and they 
must think over their past karma, and their past actions. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must address the Chair. 

Mr, B. N. Misra : I am addressing the Treasury Benches through 
you, Sir. The Government officials must realize what their duty is ; 
they must recall their own past actions and their own past deeds. Sir, 
somehow or other it is always beneficial to calculate our own actions, and 
to review our own sins and actions : I say those Government officials— 
who fall victims to these attacks. It must be due to their unreasonable 
and passionate actions and behaviour. They must lliink of it and should 
take a lesson from the consequences of their actions. The position, then, 
is that the pre.sent amendment proposes that the Local Government 
should apply to the High Court. That is an obviously reasonable motioii 
which I think the whole House ought to carry. 

Mr. Ram Prashad Narayan SaM (Bihar and Orissa : Nominated 
Official) : On a point of information, Sir, may I ask the Honourable 
Member whether in the instance he previously gave us of the purport 
of his conversation with a Magistrate, the Magistrate was in his senses 
when he told him what he has told us ! 

Mr. B. N. Misra : I personally was told. I believe in their sober 
moods. (Laughter.) i 

Mr. President ; The question is : 

That in siib’Clausc (I) of clause 4 for all the words beginning with the words 
* the Local Government may, by notice in writing ' and ending with the words 
^ wherever found in British India to be forfeited to His Majesty * the following be 
substituted : 

‘ the Local Government may apply to the High Court for the local area in which 
such press is situate stating or describing the words or signs' or visible 
representations which in its opinion are of the nature described above. 
The High Court shall decide in the manner hereinafter provided if tbe 
newspaper,^ book or other document in respect of which tlie application 
. is made did contain any words, signs or visible representations of the 
nature described above 

The motion was negatived. 




Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, T beg to move the following amendment 
which stands in my name : 

“ That in sub-cluuse (7) of clause 4 for all the words beginning with the words 
* the Local Government may, by notice in writing * and ending with the words 
‘ wherever found in British India to be forfeited to Ilis Majesty ' the following be 
substituted : 

* the Local Govcrmueiit may authorize any person to file a comidaint before the 
magistrate having jurisdiction in the place where the press is situate 
stating or describing the words, signs or visible representations which 
in its opinion are of the nature described above to proceed against the 
keeper of such a press. The magistrate thereupon shall proceed to try 
the accused in the mannor provided in the Trial of SunimoiH Cases in the 
Criminal Procedure Code Act V of 1908 

Sir, 1 am not going to make a speech in support of this 
amendment except to speak a few wordls. I know the Treasury 
Benches are not prepared under any circumstances to give powen to the 
judicial authority to determine the question of guilt or innocence of the 
person proceeded against. The only justification which has been put 
forward is that it is an emergency measure and' as such speedy action is 
required ; and secondly they say that I have omitted to take into 
consideration the provisions of clause 23 providing for the examination 
and scriutiny of the acts of the Local Government by the High Court. 
To these two points my reply is this. 

IlSr. President : Order, order. I should like to invite the attention 
of Honourable Members to the manner in which the discussion is pro- 
ceeding. It is a well recognised practice that when an alternative amend- 
ment is moved the old ground is not allowed to be covered because that 
is repetition. The Honourable Member has madte a certain change in the 
second amendment which he is now moving, and he will be allowed to 
address the House to the extent of the new matter which is introduced in 
the alternative amendment. The Honourable Member in his first amend- 
ment wanted that the Local Government should be authorised to apply to 
the High Court. In the alternative amendment he says that the Local 
Government may authorise any person to file a complaint before ai 
M^istrate. This is the only new matter he introduces ; he will be re- 
quired to restrict himself to such new matter only. 

Sardar Sant Singh ; I bow to the ruling of the Chair and I accept, 
the suggestion. Therefore, I do not intend to make a speech as my 
suggestion is in the amendment itself. Sir, I beg to move. 

The Honourable Sir 0. F. Bamaswami Aiyar : Sir, I do not pro- 
pose to say more on this point than that the amendment suffers fromS 
the same infirmities to which I have already drawn attention in the 
earlier parts of the discussion. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

" That in sub-clause (I) of clause 4 for all the words beginning with tho words 
* the Local Government may, by notice in writing ' and ending with the ^ words 
‘ wherever found in British India to be forfeited to His Majesty ' the following be 

substituted : 

‘ the Local Government may authorize any person to file a complaint before the 
magistrate having jurisdiction in the place where the press ia situate 
stating or describing the words, signs or visible representations which 
in its opinion are of the nature described above to proceed against the 
keeper of such a press. The magistrate thereupon shall proceed to try 
the accused in the manner provided, in the Trial of Summons Cases .in the 
Criminar Procedure Code Act V of 1908 ^ ^ 

The motion was negatived. 
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Sardar Sant SiQgit : Sir, I beg to move the next amendment : 

“ That in sub-clanse ( 1 ) of elauae 4 for all the words beginidng with the words 
the Local Oovemment ma^ by notice in writing * and ending with the words 
wherever found in British India to be forfeited to TTis Majesty * the following be 
■ubstituted : 

^ the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place may by notice in writing to the 
keeper of such printing press shall call upon him, stating or describing 
the words, signs or visible representations which in his opinion are of the 
nature described above to show cause why in cases where security has been 
deposited such security or any portion thereof should not be declared 
to be forfeited to His Majesty or where no security has been deposited 
why his declaration under section 4 of the Press and Registration of Books 
Act, 1867, should not be annulled 

I beg to move. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar (Home Member) : Sir, for the 
reasons explained already by my Honourable colleague, I cannot accept 
this amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That in sub*clause (1) of clause 4 for all the words beginning with the words 

* the Local Government may, by notice in writing * and ending with the . words 

* wherever found in British India to be forfeited to His Majesty * the following be 
substituted : 

* the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place may by notice in writing to the 
keeper of such printing press shall call upon him, stating or describing 
the words, signs or visible representations which in his opinion are of the 
nature described above to show cause why in cases where socurity has been 
deposited such security or any portion thereof should not be declared 
to be forfeited to His Majesty or where no security has been deposited 
why bis declaration under section 4 of the Press and Begistration of Books 
Act, 1867, should not be annulled 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. 0. Ben (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian 
Commerce) ; Sir, I beg to move : 

That part (ti) of sub-clause (i) of clause 4 be omitted.” 

This clause is an innovation of the Select Committee, to whom the 

last Bill was sent for consideration. This was not in the original Press 

g Act of 1910 which was passed at a time of 

, * * very great emergency and when the anarchist 

movement was at its height. The Legislature at that time did not 

think fit to put in a clause like that. Then after the' lapse of some 
twenty years, the Press Act was introduced in the shape of an Ordinance 
by His Excellency the Viceroy. In that also this clause was not pufc 
in. That Ordinance was the most recent experience of the administra- 
tion of this law in this country, but I do not think that up to now any 
complaint was made either by the Local Governments or by the Govern- 
ment of India about the absence of this clause. In the Bill which was 
again introduced in the Delhi Session, this clause was not also put in. 
That shows conclusively that the Government did not feel embarrassed by 
the absence of this clause. If so, why should this clause be added now ? 
No reason has been given why this clause should be added. In the report 
of the Select Committee we find this passage only : 

” The latter portion of snb-clause (I), therefore, provides for the oasc where 
■ security bas been deposited, and also for the ease w^re security has not been deposited. 
In Uie lattqr .case, as there is no other means of making the order effective, we have 

S rovided that the press itself may be forfeited. An. application to the High Court wiu 
e against this forfeiture,” 
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Now, Sir, what was the state of things when the old Press Act was 
in existence or, when the Ordinance was in existence ? Did they feel any 
embarrassment because there was no such clause ? They say here, 

** There is no other effective means of making the order effective 
Why ? The effect of this is that the keeper of the press would be debarred 
from carrying on his own business. To understand this let us see 
what was the preventive! which they had and what is the preventive which 
they want now ? The same thing. Nothing more than that the keeper 
of the press would be prevented from carrying on his business. More* 
over, there is another objection to this. If I pay the security, then I 
shall be entitled to invoke the aid of clause 13 of the Bill which says : 

Where any person has deposited any security under this Act and ceases to keep 
the press in respect of \7hich such security was deposited, or, being a pab1if*!icr, makes 
a declaration under section 8 of the Press and Begistration of Books Act, 18(17, he 
may apply to the Magistrate within whose jurisdiction such press is situate for the 
return of the said security ; and thereupon such security shaU, upon proof to the 
satisfaction of the Magistrate and subject to the provisions hereinbefore contained, 
be returned to such person.*' 

Now, there is that remedy. If I pay the security, I can come under 
this provision, that I do not want to keep the press. I want my license to 
be cancelled and therefore the Magistrate would return the security to 
me. In the other case if I fail to pay the security because it may be 
abnormal, beyond my power and I do not wish to carry on business, I 
cannot go before the Magistrate and my only remedy lies by an appeal 
to the High Court. Under these circumstances, I submit that this clause 
should be deleted. 

nKr. S. 0. Mitra : I cannot understand why, instead of for a fixed 
amount, the Government is for the forfeiture of the entire press. In 
fact a big press may cost a lakh of rupees or more and in that case it 
means a fine of a lakh of rupees, while for a small press which costs only 
Ks. 200, it means a fine of only Ks. 200, though the offence and its gravity 
may be the same in both the cases. I do not see w^hy there should not he 
a fixed sum as contemplated in other clauses of the Bill. This meians 
unequal punishment on different persons committing the same offence. 

T think thnt Government will even now consider whether they should not 
fix the amount and exclude the provision for the forfeiture of the press. 
I, tliereforc’, support the amendment. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, w^e have watched with amazing interest how the 
Honourable the Home Member, sometimes backed by his w’orthy colleague, 
the Honourable the Law Member, has been unrelenting in regard to all 
the previous amendments that have been moved by us. P>ut still I make 
kold to stand up to support this amendment and I do it not in the manner 
of a drowning man catching at a straw, but fully conscious of tlie fact that 
this is the most cruel and severest part of the Bill. Sir, I implore the 
Honourable the Home Member to give his best attention to this part of the 
Bill and I hope he will not object to this clause being deleted. I w^ant to 
put one question to the Honourable the Home Member point-blank. Should 

go on moving our amendments simply to be told by him that he has 
already given his best attention to these amendments in the Select Com- 
Baittee and he is not prepared to give further consideration to these amend,- 
oients t Sir, I doubt very much , if the Honourable the Home Member, pr 
any ptjher Honoprable Member is in order when he refers to a Bill wiiioh 
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flsrdST Amt Si^h : Sir, 1 beg to move the next amendment : 

“ Tliat in sub-clanse (I) of clause 4 for all the words beginning with the words 
tne Local Oovemment may, by notice in writing * and ending with the words 
wherever found in British India to be forfeited to His Majesty * the followinff be 
substituted : 

‘ the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place may by notice in writing to the 
keeper of such printing press shall call upon mm, stating or describing 
the words, signs or visible representations which in his opinion are of the 
nature described above to show cause why in cases where security has been 
deposited such security or any portion thereof should not be declared 
to be forfeited to His Majesty or where no security has been deposited 
why his declaration under section 4 of the Press and Begist ration of Books 
Act, 1867, should not be annulled 

I beg to move. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, for the 
reasons explained already by my Honourable colleague, I cannot accept 
this amendment. 

BKr. President : The question is : 

That in sub-clause (1) of clause 4 for all the words beginning with the words 
^ the Local Government may, by notice in writing ’ and ending with the words 
* wherever found in British India to be forfeited to His Majesty ’ the following be 
substituted : 

* the Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place may by notice in writing to the 
keeper of such printing press shall call upon him, stating or describing 
the words, signs or visible representations which in his opinion are of the 
nature described above to show cause why iii cases where security has been 
deposited such security or any portion thereof should not be declared 
to be forfeited to His Majesty or where no security has been deposited 
why his declaration under section 4 of the Press and Begistration of Books 
Act, 1867, should not be annulled 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. -8. C. Sell (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce ; Indian 
Commerce) : Sir, I beg to move ; 

That part (ii) of sub-clause (i) of clause 4 be omitted. 

This clause is an innovation of the Select Committee, to whom the 

-last Bill was sent for consideration. This was not in the original Press 

3 Act of 1910 which was passed at a time of 

, ’ ‘ very great emergency and when the anarchist 

movement was at its height. The Legislature at that time did not 

think fit to put in a clause like that. Then after the* lapse of some 
twenty years, the Press Act was introduced in the shape of an Ordinance 
by His Excellency the Viceroy. In that also this clause was not put 
in. That Ordinance was the most recent experience of the administra- 
tion of this law in this country, but I do not think that up to now any 
complaint was made either by the Local Governments or by the Govern- 
ment of India about the absence of this clause. In the Bill which was 
again introduced in the Delhi Session, this clause was not also put in. 
That shows conclusively that the Government did not feel embarrassed by 
the absence of this clause. If so, why should this clause be added now * 
No reason has been given why this clause should be added. In the report 
of the Select Committee we find this passage only : 

Y The latter portion of sub-clause (I), therefore, provides for the case where 
security has been deposited, imd also for the ease where seeurity has not been deposited. 
,Ia the latter , ease, as there is no other means of making the order effective, we have 

S rovided that the press itself may be forfeited. An. application to the Migb Court win 
0 against this forfeiture.’^ 
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Now, Sip, what was the state of things when the old Press Act was 
in existence or, when the Ordinance was in existence ? Did they feel any 
embarrassment because there was no such clause ? They say here, 

‘ ‘ There is no other effective means of making the order effective ’ \ 
Why ? The effect of this is that the keeper of the press vrould be debarred 
from carrying on his own business. To understand this let us see 
what was the preventive! which they had and what is the preventive which 
they want now ? The same thing. Nothing more than that the keeper 
of the press would be prevented from carrying on his business. More- 
over, there is another objection to this. If 1 pay the security, then I 
shall be entitled to invoke the aid of clause 13 of the Bill which says : 

“ Where any person has deposited any security under this Act and ceases to keep 
the press in respect of which such security was deposited, or, being a publi^Iier, makes 
a declaration under section 8 of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, he 
may apply to the Magistrate within whose jurisdiction such press is situate for the 
return of the said security ; and thereupon such security shaU, upon proof to the 
satisfaction of the Magistrate and subject to the provisions hereinbefore contained, 
be returned to such person. 

Now, there is that remedy. If I pay the security, I can come under 
this provision, that I do not want to keep the press. I want my license to 
be cancelled' and therefore the Magistrate would return the security to 
me. In the other case if I fail to pay the security because it may be 
abnormal, beyond my power and I do not wish to carry on business, I 
cannot go before the Magistrate and my only remedy lies by an appeal 
to the High Court. Under these circumstances, I submit that this clause 
should be deletedi. 

Mr. S. G. Mitra : I cannot understand why, instead of for a fixed 
amount, the Government is for the forfeiture of the entire press. In 
fact a big press may cost a lakh of rupees or more and in that case it 
means a fine of a lakh of rupees, while for a small press which costs only 
Rs. 200, it means a fine of only Rs. 200, though the offence and its gravity 
may be the same in both the cases. I do not see Avhy there should: not b’e 
a fixed sum as contemplated in other clauses of the Bill. This meians 
unequal punishment on different persons committing the same offence. 

1 think Writ Government will even now consider whether they should not 
fix the amount and exclude the provision for the forfeiture of the press. 
I, tlierefon::', support the amendment. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Presidency Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, we have -watched with amazing interest how the 
Honourable the Home Member, sometimes backed by his worthy colleague, 
the Honourable the Law Member, has been unrelenting in regard to all 
the previous amendments that have been moved by us. But still I make 
hold to stand up to support this amendment and I do it not in the manner 
of a drowning man catching at a straw, but fully conscious of the fact that 
this is the most cruel and severest part of the Bill. Sir, I implore the 
Honourable the Home Member to give his best attention to this part of the 
Bill and I hope he will not object to this clause being deleted. T want to 
put one question to the Honourable the Home Member point-blank. Should 

go on moving our amendments simply to be told by him that he has 
already given his best attention to these amendments in the Select Com- 
mittee and he is not prepared to give further consideration to these amend- 
ments t Sir, I doubt verv much if the Honourable the Home Member, pr 
any other Honourable Member is in order when he refers to a Bill w^ieh 
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is not before the House and the details of which we are not supposed to 
know, and I refuse to admit that a comparison with the original -Bill is 
the criterion of propriety. Sir, I hope the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber vrill yet see his way to accede to our request at least in this case.. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I propose to reply immediately 
to the question which was put to me by the Honourable Member opposite, 
but to restrict myself entirely to the amendment which is before the House. 
I had occasion once before to point out to Honourable Members that on 
every amendment on which I have hitherto spoken in the course of the 
debate I have been able to show that, in the course of discussion, im])ortant 
changes had been made by Government in response to criticism which was 
being i)a.ssed. We were able to do so even in the present case. If 
Honourable Members — and in this context I wish to refer to another 
clause of the Bill — if Honourable Members will refer to clause 5, whicii 
will come under consideration, they will see that a very important change 
is being made. The original clause 6 of the Bill provided that in certain 
circumstances both the security and the offending press should be forfeited. 
Now this is a very important change. The present clause which is now 
under discussion makes provision for two circumstances. If security has 
been deposited then that security is liable to forfeiture and in respect of 
that forfeiture an application can be made to the High Court. If security 
has not been deposited, then this clau^p enables the press itself to be for- 
feited and against that forfeiture too, an application lies to the High Court. 
But it is perfectly obvious that if the keeper of a press contumaciously 
refuses to obey an order of deposit, the deposit cannot, be forfeited and 
therefore to give effect to the order, the press should be forfeited. This 
clause provides for it ; the keeper of a press who desires to preserve his 
press from forfeiture can always do so by complying with the order to 
deposit security. If that security is forfeited, he has got his remedy 
before the High Court. I submit that not only does this clause comprie a 
perfectly reasonable provision, but it is a provision the omission of which 
would clearly be vital to the whole purpose of the Bill so far as presses 
are concerned. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : I want to know one thing ; will the 
press owner be allowed to make his deposit when the order of forfeiture 
has already been passed ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : He has every opportunity of 
making his deposit when the order to deposit security has been made and 
he is given a reasonable interval to dc it. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That part (ii) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 be omitted. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. 8. G. Sen : Sir, I beg to move the next amendment which stands 
in my name, namely : 

I’haf in tho Explanation to sub-clause (1') of clause 4 the words ‘ unless it has 
the tendency described in clause (a) 'be omitted," 

I move this because I have not understood the Explanation itself. It 
suggested in the Report of the Select Committee that they have added this 
explanation* as a safeguard for hona fide literary and historical writing. 
I do not see where the safeguard comes in. It says, tTnless it has the 
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tendency described in clause (o) I do not understand what * is the 
object of ptittin^* in* ‘these words, if you want books of this character to 
be published;. ; The .tendency (le.seribed in clause (a) is, ‘‘incite to or 
encourage ’’—*1 'do* not comment on that — or tend to incite to or en- 
Goura^'the oomtiiiiMion of any oifence of murder or any cognizable offence 
involving violence That is the tendency referred to in this clause. Now 
tendency .has a much wider meaning than mere encourageinent or incite- 
ment. Therefore, if under clause (a) incitement or encouragement have 
not been put in but only the words “ tend to incite or encourage a 
person reading such things, that would be sufficient and that would cover 
everything wanted by the clause (a). By adding these words “ unless 
etc., you have taken away Avith one hand what you have given with the 
other. Under these circumstances 1 think it does not give any safeguard 
to the publisher of a book or liistorical writing, and 1 do submit these last 
words should be deleted if the Government are earnest and sincere in their 
desire to create a safeguard for the publishers of these books. Even the 
Gita would come under the definition ; even a history about Bhivaji would 
come under this. It would be impossible for any person writing a his- 
torical book to write it in such a way as will not, although he may not 
intend to' do it, come within the purview of this clause. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 
had no intention of speaking to-day, especially as I have not been well 
since yesterday ; but I get up only to give a bit of advice to Members on 
this side of the House. It is no use. My advice to them is not to get up 
and move any more amendments. We have seen since yesterday what is 
happening. Government are passing this Bill in any way they like ; they 
do not want to agree to any amendment that Ave have given notice of ; we 
gave in 116 amendments, but I do not think that even one amendment 
will be accepted or passed. We realise on this side how few we are now 
and on the other side how many there are. But I thought I might say 
a word or two in order to tell the Government how all these arrangements 
are at tiieir complete mercy and how they may be exercising their sense 
in agreeing to certain amendments which are very necessary. You are 
QOt asking for the amendment Avith regard to clause 3. With regard to 
this clause you are giA'iiig with one hand and taking away with the other. 
Bead the Explanation for yourself ; th^o Explanation says : 

“ No compression of approval or admiration made in a historical or literary work 
shall be deemed to be of the nature described in this sub-section uiiioss it has the 
tendency described in clause (o).’’ 

Up to the words “ unless it has the tendency ’Mt is all right. You are 
providing this Explanation in order to see that no approval or admiration 
is made punishable, but then you take it away with the other hand by 
saying “ unless it has the tendency That means that it will be twisted 
in every case to mean that the admiration or approval has the tendency 
described in clause (a). I would therefore submit these feAV words as I 
nm going away to-day and I think many other Members are also leaving 
to-day. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Sir, T do not want to make a speech, but 
I would seriously ask the Government to realise the reasonableness of this 
amendment, because in the speech which ray Honourable friend the Law 
Member just made he was anxious to protect literary and historical 
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writings. Now the retention of this expression igiless it has the tend- 
ency described in clause (a) '' will effectively do away with the protection 
which the Government seek to afford. I will quote an instance. Suppose 
a print of the Gita is made by a printing press, and as my Honjoprable 
friend the Law Member himself has said, in the Gita or elsewhere in some 
historical or literary books, murder has been extolled under qertain cir- 
cumstances. If that particular book is printed from a particular press, 
and if it is followed! by a murder elsewhere of some person, Indian or 
European, will it not, under these words, be quite open to the District 
Magistrate to say that this particular murder has been committed as a 
result of the publication of this book by the printing press ? I want to 
be satisfied only on that, because as it stands it is liable to be misused and 
misapplied by some of the Magistrates. I hope under the circumstances 
the Government will see the reasonableness of this amendment and will 
agree to delete these words. They must seriously think over the matter. 
We know we are fighting a losing game ; we have only to count up bur 
losses, for gains we have had none ; but I feel strongly on this point, and 
in order to protect documents of historical or literary value, I only make 
this appeal to the Government to think carefully before negativing this 
motion. 

Kt. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I Avish to say a few words to the 
Honourable the Law Member to whom, I am sure, the Gita is as much 
sacred as to any Hindu on this side. Probably being far away in the 
South, he does not know the woeful tales in Bengal Avhen there was a 
recrudescence of anarchy in my unhappy province, that there were 
repressive measures and indiscriminate searches made in the houses of 
several respectable gentlemen in my province, and the main target in 
those days of these myrmidons of the bureaucracy was this very sacred 
book the Gita. Wherever the Gita was found, it was snatched away. Pro- 
bably, my friend the Law Member could not hear all about our sufferings 
and the oppression and the tyranny that was perpetrated upon the people 
of Bengal in those days 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : I was Secretary of 
the Calcutta (Congress of 1917. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Then I think he should know more of the 
tyrannical misdeeds of the Government of those days in Bengal, and if he 
can convince us that the GoA^rnment of the present day have improA^ed their 
methods and they haA^e really become a little more moral, and a little more 
respectful of truth and less vindictive than they were in those days, we shall 
not have much quarrel Avith him. But, Sir, I think during the short tenure 
of his office as LaAv Member, my friend must have seen how this G;overn- 
ment are constituted, of what material they are made. If the material 
that constitutes the Government which makes these laws is of this type, one 
can imagine what their subordinates in the provinces are likely to be. If 
these people here show some sympathy, their subordinates when they get 
back to their proAunces undo Avhat is done here, people are afraid of them 
more than Yama the god of death. No doubt, some of them have some 
sympathy for us. In any case, I must frankly say, Sir, that Honourable 
Members opposite have not shown any wisdom whatsoever in the passage 
of this Bill. I submit considering the history of the bureaucracy^ for the 
past in this land, considering hoAV they have acted, I think my friend the 

Honourable the Law Member should advise his temporary colleagues 

{An Honourable Member : Permanent colleagues.’’) — 1 wish they were 
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bis permanent colleagues, but that permanency cannot last, because the 
Honourable Sir James Grerar might be appointed as Lieutenant-Qiovernor 
of Bihar and Orissa, and Sir George Rainy as Governor of some oth^ 
province 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member should confine himself to 
the amendment before the House. 

An Honourable Member ; There is no Lieutenant-Governor for 
Bihar and Orissa. There^is a Governor for that province now. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Oh, I meant Governor, and not Lieutenant- 
Governor. ^ What I was submitting was this, that the present Government 
are very ill-advised in launching a measure of this character. Really I 
wonder how, under the Law Membership of the present brilliant lumina^ 
of the Madras Bar, such an unhappy specimen of legislative draftsmanship 
as this could come before this House. I was really surprised, but I saw 
the Roman hand of some one else behind him, and probably he too was 
powerless to amend and alter the Bill as it ought to be. I hope, Sir, the 
Honourable the Law Member will see bis w^ay to persuade the Govern- 
ment to accept some of the amendments at least that have been moved, 
that he will be able to persuade the Honourable Member to accept some 
of them at least. With these words, I support the amendment. 

The Honourable Sir G. P. Ra^aawami Aiyar : Mr. President, I do 
not propose to follow the biographical excursions of my learned and res- 
pected friend, nor do I propose to deal more than is necessary with the 
subject matter of this particular amendment. The first remark that I wish 
to make is to invite the attention of Honourable Members to the minute of 
dissent penned by stalwart lovers of the freedom of the Press. It will be 
noticed that with reference to this particular clause, the. Report of the 
Select Committee says this : We have also added an Explanation which 
safeguards hona fide literary and historical writings That is the Report 
of the Select Committee. The dissenting minute, succinct and admirably 
terse as it is but comprehensive with regard to the points on which it con- 
centrated itself, is significantly silent on this matter, and therefore I am 
entitled to assume that the Leader of the Opposition and those who were 
associated with him in writing this minute did not think that this parti- 
cular clause was obnoxious to all those charges which are levelled against 
it. I will leave the matter at that. But let me analyse the clause. It 
will be noticed that the main criticism of the Honourable Member who 
spoke first was with reference to the expression tendency in clause (a). 
‘‘ Tendency ’’ there has reference obviously to the expression “ tend to 
incite to or encourage It is that expression 'which must be correlated 
with ‘‘ tendency Now, what does the Explanation say ? 

** No expression of approval or admiration made in a historical or literary work 
shall be deemed to be of the nature described in this sub-section unle.ss it lias the 
tendency described in clause (a).” 

Surely, it cannot be said that a historical or literary work merely because 
it is historical or literary cannot have that tendency. What is sought to 
be done is to meet those words alone which have a tendency. As for the 
Gita, I have again to repeat what has already been stated that if Honour- 
able Members will scrutinise (a) and (6), ^ey will find there* is abso*- 
lutely no danger of any real classical book of that kind being used for the 
purpose which my friend fears. I do not wish to repeat what I have 
already said, but I submit that the fact that the dissenting minute does 
not refer to it<i^ows tl^t Honourable Members on the other side are ae 
perfectly safe in their minds with regard to thta matter as we are. 
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BIr. President The (itiestioh is • * 

“ I'luit in the ^xplanaiion to stib-eiause (i) of clause 4 the words ^ nnl'e^ it has 

the tendency described' in 'Clause (a) ' be omitted/' ' 

The motion was negatived. - 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, I am not. movirg rnis amenament.* 

’ • ‘ . • • • • ' ' 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I do not want to move this ameudmentt as I 
want to withdraw it in I’avour of No. 51. 


Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, as amendment No. 45 has been defeated, 
and this amendment No. *51 depends entirely upon the previous ones, I do 
not think there is any use in moving this amendment.J 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That clause 4 stand part of tlie Bill. " 

The Assembly divided : 


AYES— 51. 


Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Tiw;iH?^ Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anwar-ul-Azim, Mr. Muhaiuniad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. R. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Bajuarayan. 

Orerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. B. D. 

DeSonza, Dr. F. X. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 


Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlctt, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawub Muham- 
mad. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 


*** That in the Explanation to sub-clause (1) of clause 4 for the words * unless it 
has the tendency described in clause (a) ’ the words * unless it amounts to incitement 
described in clause (a) or (b) 'be substituted." 

t" That sub-clause (2) of clause 4 be omitted." 

I" That for sub-clause (2) of clause 4 the following be substituted : 

‘ (2) If the High Court Unds the keeper of the press guilty in the manner here- 
inafter provided, the High Court shall declare such security or any portion 
thereof to be forfeited to His Majesty. The declaration made in respect 
of such press under section 4 of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 
1S67, thereupon shall be deemed to be annulled '." 

(If this amendment fails,) 

For sub- clause (2) of clause 4 the following be substituted : 

** (2) If the Magistrate finds the accused guilty he shall where the security 
has been deposited declare such security or any portion thereof to be 
forfeited to His Majesty and where no security has been deposited the 
accused may be punished with a fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees. On conviction the declaration made in respect of such press under 
section 4 of the Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867, shall be 
deemed to be annulled." 


For 

tt 


(If this amendment also fails,) 
sub- clause (2) of clause 4 the following be substituted : 

(2) After the expiry of ten days from the date of the service of the notice 
requiring tho keeper of the press to show cause, if no cause is shown or 
the cause shown is in the opinion of the Local Government not sufficient 
the Local Government may declare such ,B®®hrity or any portion thereof^ 
be forfeited to His Majesty, or where no security has been deposits 
declare the declaration as annulled and may also declare all copies 
newspaper, book or other doctihl^nts wherever found in British India w 
•be'foifeited to His. Majesty.^' 
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AYES-^cont^; 


Laleiiand, Captain Bao Bahadur. 
LaU, Mr. S. 

Leachi Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Surdar G. JY. 

Mukhcrjec, Biii Bahadur S. C. 
Pandit, Bao Bahadur 8. It. 
Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. 

Bama Bao, Bai Bahadur U. 

Bow, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Boy, Mr. 8. N. 


Sahi, .Mr. .Bam Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major 
Malik. 

Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


NOES— 20. 


Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amur Nath. 

Gonr, Sir Hart Singh. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Hari Baj Swarup, Lala. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Lalchand Navalrai, Mr. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. 8. C. 

Murtuza Saheb Bahadur, Maulvi 
Sayyid. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4 was added to the Bill. 
Mr. President : The question i 

Bill. 


Parm.^ Nand, Bhai. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 
Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


that clause 5 do stand part of the 


Sardar Sant Singh : 1 beg to move : 

** That in sub*clause (i) of clause 5 for the words ‘ not being less than one 
thousand or more than ten thousand rupees ’ the words * not exceeding double the 
amount which the keeper of such press has been previously ordered to deposit ’ be 
substituted. ’ * 

Most of my Honourable friends do not realise the principle underlying 
this amendment. The point is this. In clause 3, the words as modified by 
the Select Committee are these : 

may bo required by the Magistrate before whom the declaration is made, 

for reasons to be recorded in writing, to deposit with the Magistrate within ten days 
from the day on which the declaration is made, security to such an .iinouut, not being 
more tlian one thousand rupees " 

All the intervening w'ords have been deletod by the Select Committefe. 
Now, what is proposed in the present clause 5 is to demand security to 
such an amount, not being less than one thousand or more than ten 
thousand rupees that is to say, discretion is given to the Magistrate to 
demand security, even 5 times, 6 times, or sometimes 20 times, the security 
demanded in the first instance. Supposing in the first instance the keeper 
of the press wms called upon to deposit Rs. 500. and next time he is called 
upon to deposit Rs. 10,000, tliat amounts to 20 times, the original deposit 
required under clause 3. What I propose is that, instead of giving this 
discretion to the Magistrate, it should be restricted to double the amount 
^)riginally deposited, the reason being that the guilt of the man has not been 
determined by any judicial authority ; it is by executive action that it has 
^een done, and therefore the discretion of the Magistrate should be 
restricted.’ With these few words, I move my amendment. 
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BIr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhiiry : Sir, I rise to support the amend- 
ment moved by my Honourable friend. I have read the speeqh of the 
Honourable the Home Member who said that the Government were 
not anxious to have too drastic provisions and that they were anxious 
to provide for a course of action which should attain the ultimate pur- 
pose of the Bill without too much hardship or too much inconvenience. 
Is this the way in which the Honourable Member carries out his own 
statement made when he was moving that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee f If you wish to punish a man you can do so but 
in this case the punishment is so much heavier that it strikes one’s 
conscience. With these words I support the motion of my friend 
Sardar Sant Singh. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : I support thci motion of my friend Sardar Sant 
Singh. We think it our duty to put before you how the whole country 
will view these provisions. We know we are not in a majority. That 
should be no ground why we should not voice the feeling of the country 
as expressed in the Indian Press throughout the length and breadth 
of India. Sardarji suggests that there should not be a lower limit 
but that each time the deposit should be doubled. Government have 
so much faith in their Magistrates and yet they do not trust them and 
consider that there must be a‘ minimum beyond which they cannot 
go. That shows the mentality that is working in the official brain. As 
regards the amount it is really very heavy. Rs. 10,000 really means 
that the paper will cease publication. I think it will be still possible 
for Government to accept the very reasonable amendment of my friend 
Sardar Sant Singh. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : In considering this amendment 
I should ask Honourable Members to compare the provisions of the 
Bill as introduced and the Bill as it is now before them 
They will see, as 1 have already explained, that the original 
Bill provided in sections 5 and 6 of that Bill for the cir- 
cumstances in which it should be within the discretion of the 
Magistrate to forfeit both the security deposited and the press. In 
response to suggestions which were made, we have agreed to abrogate 
in this particular context provision for the forfeiture of the press, 
and we have simply maintained the maximum amount of Rs. 10,000 
prescribed in the original Bill. I must remind the House once more 
that that is a maximum and I am glad to see that my Honourable 
friend, Sardar Sant Singh, ii^ explaining the principles of his amend- 
ment, assumed that the Magistrate would ask for a small amount in 
the first instance. In other words, he assumes that the Magistrate 
would use a reasonable discretion. Let him assume equally that, in 
taking security under this provision subject to a maximum of Rs. 10.000, 
the Magistrate will in accordance with his own hypothesis equally 
exercise a reasonable discretion. For these reasons I must oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 5 for the words * not being loss than one 
thousand or more than ten thousand rupees ' the words ‘ not exceeding Oonblo the 
amount which the keeper of such press has been previously ordered to deposit ’ he 
substituted. ’ ’ 

The motion was negatived. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : In view of the fate of the previous amend- 
ments and c>.t the hopelessness of any amendment being carried, I do not 
move this* or any other amendment. 

Mr. President ; The question is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 5 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh ; As this amendment depended entirely upon the 
previous amendments, I am not moving itt. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Sir, T mo\ e : 

** That in sub-clause (1) of clause 6 for the words ‘ declare — 

(a) the further security so deposited, or any portion thereof, and 

(b) all copies of such newspaper, book or other document wherever found in 

British India 

to be forfeiied to His Majesty * the following be substituted : 

* require to deposit with the magistrate within whoso jurisdiction the press is 
. situated a security in amount not more than five thousand rupees in 
money or the equivalent thereof in securities of the Governineiit of India 
as the person making the deposit may choose 

My main object is that there should he no forfeiture of the press. It 
seems, the law has really no concern with the enormity of the crime. The 
man having a larger press suffers more. I think in justice there should 
be an amount prescribed as fine every time and not forfeiture, irrespective 
of the ca])a(Mty of the man. Even for a small crime, a big press might be 
forfeited altogether. This clause offends against the principle of law tliat 
the punishment should be proportionate to the crime. Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I think that if the Honourable 
Member will examine his amendment in the context of the clause which 
he seeks to amend, he will agree with me that it is somewhat misconceived. 
The proj)osal to enable the Local Government to require the keeper of a 
press to clei)r)sit security appears to presume that no security had already 
been required. I think the Honourable Member, in an earlier part of 
his remarks, observed that he was opposed to the principle of confiscating 
presses. Now what would the Honourable Member ^s amendment really 
effect ? The relevant words of the clause as they would stand would 
read : 

If after security has been deposited the Local Government may require him to 
deposit with the Magistrate security of not more than Es. 5,000 ” 

Now if action is to be taken under this section at all, it is that, upon the 
appearance of offending matter, the .security which has already been de- 
posited should be forfeited. It would be quite meaningless, to say that 
after the de])osil of such security — ^^vhich may in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the previous clause be in excess of the amount suggested by the 


^ That in sub-clause (1) of clause 5, for the words ^ ten thousand the words 
four thousand ^ be substituted.” 

^ That in sub-clause (1) of clause 6, for all the words beginning with the words 
* the Local Government may ’ and ending with the words ' to be forfeited to His 
Majesty » the following be substituted : 

• the Local Government may proceed in the manner described in section 4, sub- 
section (2) 
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Honourable iM ember — it would be quite useless and meaningless to sug- 
gest that the only further action that the Government could take would 
be to demand a further security, without having already forfeited liie 
security deposited. The Honourable gentleman made a great point of 
the amount of security demanded being reasonable proportionate to the 
merits of the case. But 1 must point out that the amount prescribed is 
the maximum, and the Magistrate and the Local Government have precise- 
ly that discretion which the Honourable Member urges ought to be pro- 
vided for. 1 think that after this explanation the Honourable Member 
may perhaps be disposed not to press his amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That in sub-clause (i) ot clause 6 for the words ‘ declare— 

(a) the further security so deposited, or any portion thereof, and 

(b) all copies of such newspaper, book or other document wherever found in 

British India 

to be forfeited to His Majesty ’ the following be substituted : 

* require to deposit with the magistrate within whose jurisdiction the press is 
situated a security in amount not more than dve thousand rupees in 
money or the equivalent thereof in securities of the Governinciit of India 
as the person making the deposit may choose 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 6 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 7 be added to the Bill. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Sir, I move : 

Thnt in sub-clause (i) of clause 7, after the word * newspaper * occurring in the 
first line the words * if he is not also a keeper of a printing press ’ be Inserted.” 

Sir, my point is that if a man is to start a newspaper, necessarily he must 
have a press also. By this clause it seems that he is required to deposit 
two securities ; and I think if the Government are not to be unduly op- 
pressive on the new publishers of newspapers, they should accept my 
amendment. Sir, I move. 

Mr. G. S. Banga Iyer : Sir, this is a very important amendment ; and 
if only we had concentrated on a few amendments the previous day, T am 
sure we w^ould have concentrated on this amendment. Sir, in Select Com- 
mittee we urged upon the Government that it would be very improper 
to punish twice the same person, when the same person happens to be tlie 
keeper of the press as well as the publisher of a paper. In the old Press 
Act this thing w^as quite unknown, and in this Press Bill I think the Guv- 
emment need not unnecessarily have made it harsher by introducing this 
double security demanded from the keeper of the press, who generally also 
happens to be the publisher of a newspaper. Sir, if the Honourable the 
Home Member W’ere to call for information as to how many newspapers 
there are in tlie country and who are the publishers of the newspapers and 
who arc the keepers of presses, he will find that in the large majority of 
cases the keeper and the publisher happen to be one and the same person. 

I still urge upon the Government that they should concede this demand, 
this very legitimate demand that the Opposition have put forward, and 
I do hope they will not insist on and persist in doing what will ultimately 
be a double wTong to the keeper of a press when he alsa happens to be the 
publisher. . 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, 1 had put down a motion to express the 
same object as this amendment seeks to do. My amendment is No. 78,*^ 
and 1 will not move my amendment but shall say what I have to say under 
this clause. Sir, I pointed out when we had the first discussion on this 
Bill, that this Bill violates five fundamental principles, and one of them 
was that ojie and the same person should not be punished twice for tlie 
commission of the same offence — once in the capacity of the owner of a 
printing press and a second time as a publisher. This is an entirely 
wrong princivile, and I hope the Honourable the Home Member and the 
Honourable the Law Member will realize the difficulty and will agree to 
this very im])ortant amendment. Some Honourable Members suggest that 
the Government, under the intoxication of commanding a majority of the 
votes, will feel that we are talking nonsense, and whatever we may say, 
it will not have the slightest weight with them. Of course, they have their 
chance now ; but we also will have our chance in the next session. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : Knowing the results of the amend- 
ments moved sc far, I know, Mr. I*resident, quite fully that there is no 
chance of getting any amendment passed by the House. Still I do pro- 
test. 

An Honourable Member ; Why are you then wasting the time of the 
House i 

Mr. D. K. Laluri Chaudhury : Just wait and hear my arguments. 
The Honourable Member may think it mere waste of time, but there are 
occasions in human affairs when even a dumb mouth makes its futile pro- 
test. Sir, there are no human beings in the w^orld who in any constitution 
of law' can be punished for the same offence twice, at the same time in the 
same case, but it has been definitely laid down in this Bill that the printer 
of a press has to deposit a huge amount. Sir, it has been definitely point- 
ed out by my Honourable friend that, even in Select Committee, the 
matter was discussed, and it has already been pointed out that in many 
cases the publisher and the pressman are the same. Under these cir- 
cumstances I hope the Honourable Member w ill at least concede this point 
and will support this amendment. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Mr. President, I quite agree with 
^ ^ my Honourable friend opposite, Mr. Ranga Iyer, that 

this is an important amendment. It is an amend- 
nieiit, Sir, to which Government have given careful consideration. It was 
considered very carefully jn the Select Committee ; but I think a good deal 
of misapprehension exists as to what the precise position under the Bill is 
compared with the original position. The original Act of 1910 prescrib- 
t-d that : 

“ Every publisher of a newspaper who is required to make a deciara-tion under 
section 5, etc., shall :it the same time be required to deposit with the Magistrate a sum 
Aot less than Bs. 500 or more than Be. 2,000 as the Magistrate may in each ease think 
fit to require : Provided that if the person registered under the said Act as printer of 
newspapers is also registered as the keeper of the press where the news- 
paper is printed, the publisher shall not be required to deposit security so long 
w such registration is in force. 

Sir, the second clause of the same section went on to make certain 
prescriptions as to the second deposit of seenrity by the publisher of a 
>iewspaper. Honourable Members if they examine the provisions of that 

*“ That to clause 7, the following proviso be added : 

‘ Provided that no security will be demanded if the publisher is the owner 
of the press from whom security has already been demanded under 
clause 4 

L273LAD 
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section, will see that the effect is that the exemption provided in the first 
sab-section of the section to which I have referred did not extend to estab- 
lished newspapers. Consequently the effects of that clause and the 
exemptions so far as they exist were only for new newspapers. Honour- 
able Members must recollect in this connection also that under the provi- 
sions of the original Bill, which followed in this respect the provisions i-i 
the Act of 1910, the Magistrate was required to take the deposit of secu- 
rity except when for special reasons he thought fit to dispense with it. 
That ])rovisiou has now been changed and it has a very important bearing 
upon the present case. Secondlj% we have provided in an earlier clause 
of the Bill for a provision that, if at the end of three month.s, the keeper 
of a press or publisher has not been responsible for the issue of any offend- 
ing matter, his deposit is returned and he attains the position of the 
keeper of an established press or the publisher of an established news- 
paper. Now, I surest to the House that this makes a very important 
change in the position. We have indeed taken great pains to provide, as 
far as possible, for the difficulties to which the Honourable Member has- 
referred, and I must point out now that, if the amendment were accepted, 
the results would be as follows. Tt would lay itself open to a very plain 
and palpable means of evasion, because all that woixld be necessary for a 
publisher, who intended to publish objectionable matter and who wished 
to avoid the pains and penalties which the Bill would otherwise entail 
upon him, 'vould be to proceed as follows, lb* could arrange with the 
keeper of .«ome press which has already made a declaration and deposited 
security to register himself also as jutblisher. We know very well that 
it is a common practice with the kind of newspapers and presses which 
we wish to restrain, — I am glad to say they are a very limited number— 
to put up fictitious pewons as publishers or keepers. The diimmv editor 
and the dummy keeper are p.erfectly familiar to anybody who has studied 
this question. That is a means by which the provisions of this clause can 
be completely nullified, and in view of our experience of dummy cditoi“s 
and the tike, there can be no donbt whatever that that expedient woidd 
be resorted to. Not only would this amendment permit of that easy and 
palpable means of evasion, but it would quite clearly and positively en- 
courage it ; and I think there is a very good ground of principle for not 
permitting such a course to be made possible. It is imixortant— and I :un 
sure my Honourable friend Mr. Banga Iyer will agree with me— that the 
registration of the publisher of a newspaper sliould be properly effected. 
To he a publisher of a newspaper is a very responsible office.' The law 
provides that he shall be rightly and correctly registered and for various 
other provisions of the law it is necessary that that registration should be a 
good and valid registration. Consequently T think we should be acting 
entirely wrongly if we adopted an amendment which invades very .serious- 
ly a plain and reasonable proposition. The man who undertakes to he 
the publishex- of a newspaper should, in accordance with the law of the 
land which is in existence independently of this Bill, carry out a true and 
valid registration. 

To sxun up, therefore, my objections to this amendment are three. 
Firstly, it infringes very seriously the purpose and the plain necessitv and 
propriety of having a valid and correct registration of the publisher of a 
newspaper. - Secondly, it provides a plain and palpable means of evasion 
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which, liavin{^ regard to the kind of newspapers which are mostly likely to 
come within the danger of this Bill, could not be allowed, as it would pro- 
vide an expedient to which the controllers of such newspapers would certain- 
ly resort. Thirdly, I have already stated the position and explained that the 
effect of this clause, read with the other relevant clauses of the Bill, is 
to provide a very large measure of remedy for the particular trouble which 
is apprehended by the Honourable Members wdio support tliis amendment. 

For tJiese reasons I am unable — ^though I much regret it — to accept 
this amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is. 

** That iu sub-clausc (I) of clause 7 after the word ‘ iLcwspapeis ’ occurriug in 
the hrst line, the words * if he is not also a keeper of a i)rLnting press ’ be insetted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra : Sir, I beg to move : 

” That in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 7 for the w'ords ‘ one thousand ’ the words 
* five hundred ' be substituted. ’ ’ 

I think that after all our previous amendments have failed this 
amendment now stands even on a stronger basis because, when starting 
a newspaper, the owner of the press shall have to deposit Rs. 1,0()0, and 
it may be possible for Government now at least to diminish the amount 
so far as the publisher of the newspaper is concerned. As a matter of 
tact, if anybody has to deposit Rs. 2,000 on tw^o accounts, once as owner 
of the press and again as publisher of a newspaper, it will be really 
killing the future enterprise of starting any newspaper in India. 

1 should just like to say one word as regards the point raised by my 
friend Kunwar Ismail Ali Khan about the waste of time. He may 
think so, but I think. Sir, it lies with you to consider whether it is really 
any waste of time. If he reads the constitutions of other parts of the 
civilised world, he will find that, after the election, it is always found tliat 
one party is in a majority and the other is iu a permanent minority ; 
and the duty of the constitutional oppasition is alw^ays to put before the 
House and the country, Sir, their view point. It is not so much that we 
win a division, but wc have to represent truely our constituencies, and as 
such you will allow" me to propose all my amendments if T think it to be 
ill the best interests of the country. T find that the Honourable gentle- 
man is not in the House now’, but T do not think it is a waste of fime at 
all and I consider it my duty to press all the points that T think should 
ho raised is the best interests of the country. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir, I must point out that this 
amendment, except that it refers to a newspaper instead of to a press, 
refers to circumstances which are practically identical with those which 
We have already considered in sub-clause (1) of clause 3 ; and I do not 
therefore pro])ose to recapitulate the arguments used on fhat occasion. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That in sub-olauso (/) of clause 7 for tlie words ‘ one thousand ' the words 
‘ five liundred ’ be substituted. ^ ’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That in the proviso to 8ub*(*lftusc (/) of clause 7 for the words * three thousand * 

words ‘ one thousand * be substituted.” 
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I know my argument will be more or less the same as I put forward 
on the last motion, but I fear the Honourable the Home Member could not 
catch my point. I say that once you have by the previous clauses the 
right of full demand of Rs. 1,000, the present clause stands on a weaker 
foundation. Tt is an additional demand for a newspaper pub- 
lisher. The publisher of a Aewspaper shall have to pay as the 
Government demand under this clause. It is different now because 
there will already be a deposit with the Government by the owner of 
the press. So in the case of the publisher they should consider whe- 
ther the amount may be diminished at least to a certain extent. 

Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I have nothing ,to add to what 
I have said on the previous amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That ill the proviso to sub t'lause (7) of clause 7 for the words ‘ three thousand ' 
the words ‘ one thousand ' be substituted/' 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President ; The question is that clause 7 stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion vras adopted. 

Clause 7 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 8 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Department) : I have 
a formal amendment to move under clause 8 to the following effect : 

** Thjit in sub-chiuse ( 1 ) of clause 8 for the words ‘ deposited as required by', 
the words * ordered to be deposited Under ' be substituted.” 

The reason for this formal amendment is the amendment of sub-clause 
(1) of clause 7, by which 10 days’ grace was provided in the case of a 
new newspaper. A similar amendment, Honourable Members will re- 
member, was made in sub-clause (3) of clause 3 in respect of new 
presses, and in pursuance of that amendment, an amendment was made 
in clause 4 in the language which T have now proposed to be used in 
clause 8. It is needless to say that the amendment which I am now 
proposing ought to have been included as a eonsequential amendment 
in the Ileport of the Select Committee. It was actually noted for in- 
clusion, but by some oversight it was omitted. Honourable Members 
will see that the amendment is necessary because yon now have two 
classes of presses. Yon have presses which have deposited security, 
and you have jiresses which liave been ordered to deposit their security 
but have not yet depo.sited it. Tt i.s. therefore, incorrect in clause 8 to 
deal only with persons whose security has been deposited. You have 
also to deal with cases where deposits have been ordered to be made 
but the deposit has not been made. That is thci purpose of the amend' 
ment. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 8, as amended, stand part 
of the Bill. • . . . . 

' The motion was adopted. 

Clause 8, as amended, was added to the Bill. 
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Mr. President ; The question is that clause * 9 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, I beg to move : 

. .. That in sub’Clause (1) of clause 9 the words * or any other newspaper which 
IS the same in substance as the said newspa|>er * be omitted. ' * 

Sir, my reason in moving this amendment is that this amendment aiTwg 
at protecting the indiscriminate exercise of discretion on the part of 
the Magistrates. These words which is the same in substance as the 
said newspaper are so vague and so general that almost every news- 
paper can be covered by this phrase. Now suppose a particular paper 
has been penalised. A person comes forward with a declaration in the 
name of a newspaper ; this person is different, the press is different and 
the name of the newspaper is different from the one penalised. Thus 
everything is changed. But how on earth can any Magistrate say that in 
substance it is the same unless there is something in the mind of the 
Magistrate which nobody can fathom ? This will- give a handle to the 
Magistrate to refuse declaration. Therefore, my submission, that 
we should keep the dignity of law and use words which are capable of 
some meaning. I know that reason does not hold good in the discus- 
sion of this measure. I know that in carrying forward all their wishes, 
the executive are bent upon using any language by which they can kill 
any person they like. By person I do not mean actual physical person, 
but his trade and profession. Therefore, I submit that there is some- 
thing like judicial honesty which is at stake. What is the meaning of 
these words, which is the same in substance as the said newspaper t 
Unless the power of reading the minds of others is given to human 
beings, this power will be exercised in the most tyrannous manner pos- 
sible. Therefore my submission is that there should be some decency 
left in the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I think it will be apparent to 
the House, Mr. President, that the particular words objected to in this 
amendment have been inserted and were indeed contained in the Act of 
1910 in order to provide against a very simple evasion. If these words 
or words with this purport were not inserted, it is possible for the pub- 
lisher of a newspaper to make some purely formal changes in the title, 
formal and general get up of his newspaper, but continuing never- 
theless on precisely the same old lines and yet plead that he was not 
the publisher of a newspaper which had been found to offend 

Sardar Sant Singh : May I know who will be the judge of whether 
it is in substance the same old paper ? 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : In the first instance it will be 
the Magistrate who will be the judge, and he will probably be most 
familiar with the antecedents of the new^spaper, and therefore I suggest 
that he is the proper person to judge. I maintain therefore that the 
substance of this phrase in the clause is quite essential. I do not myself 
see any objection to the particular pharaseology employed, which has 
passed the scrutiny of several generations of draftsmen ; but if it is 
merely a question of verbal amendment and not a question of substance, 

^ regret that the Honourable Member has not himself suggested some 
feasible alternative. If it is on the question of substance that he stands,* 
then I also must stand on the question of substance. 
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Hr. nf«tid«it : The question is : 

“ That in 8ub-clanse (J) of clause 9 the Mrords ‘ or any othei newspaper which 
it the same in substanee as the said newspaper ’ be omitted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, 1 beg to move 

The Hononrable Sir James Orerar : May 1 point out to the Honour- 
able gentleman before he moves this amendment* that, contrary to what 
has been imputed to the Government Benches, I have accepted the 
Honourable Member ’.s amendment already and incorporated it in the 
Bill. 

Ur. President : The question is that clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 9 was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 10 to 17 were added to the Bill. 

Kr. Presidmit : The question is that clause 18 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Dr. Ziauddin : gir, I beg to move : 

** That in sub-clause (/) of clause 18 after the word ‘ Whoever ' the word 
* Ifjxoxriugly ' be inserted. ’ * 

M 3 ' object in moving this is to protect illiterate newspaper boys who 
will be hit very hard by this clause. They are the people who sell and 
they do not know what they are selling, and it is rather hard upon them 
if they are to be punished without their having knowingly committed 
any offence. With these words T move my amendment. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Ohaudhury : I rise to suppoil this amendment, 
Sir. My reason is this : for instance these little boys who sell papers 
do not know the law. Of course ignorance of law is no excuse, but still 
in the case of these little boys and illiterate hawkers, they should not 
be punished unnecessarily^. T support the amendment. 

Bardar Sant Singh : Sir, I do not agree with the word knowingly 
being placed before the word “ makes ; but I do agree with the prin- 
ciple underlying this Bill (Laughter from the Government Benches.)— 

I mean the principle underlying this amendment. We can see that 
very wide powers are given and a criminal offence created by this 
clause. Suppose for the sake of argument that an unauthorised news- 
paper is published and sent to me by post and it is lying on my table 
and there the clients have access to it. I am an offender under this 
Act because I publiclj^ exhibit a paper without even knowing whether 
it is published as an unauthorised or authorised publication. Under 
the circumstances you will be punishing a man not for commiting an 
offence, but for not being careful enough to know that an oflfence has 
been committed hy another person without his knowledge and he hap- 
pened to keep the incriminating paper on his table. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : Ignorance 
of law is no excuse. 

That in sub-clause (1) of clause 9, after the words * in securities of the Gov- 
aiwent of India ’ the words ' as the person making the declaration may choose ^ 0 ^ 
added’' 
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Sardar Sant Singh : But ijrnorance of fact is an excuse. This is 
a mistake of fact, and if you have ever cared to study the Penal Code, 
you will find the distinction there between a mistake of fact and a mis- 
take of law. There are two phrases used in the criminal law. This is 
a mistake of fact and not a mistake of law, and as such a mistake of 
fact is always excusable. This amendment proposes that this mistake 
of fact should be excused and not made punishable. 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Representative) : Sir, we have practically 
reached the middle stage (Honourable Members : “ The last stage.”) 
of the battle, or rather the battle of words that was bepnin six months 
ago. Fortunately there was a truce for some time, but in this session 
the battle has been reopened again. We have reached the middle stage 
jmw — and probably we will reach the end very soon — and it is a fore- 
gone conclusion on which side the victory will lie. But how far the vic- 
tory would be ugly 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member should restrict himself to 
the amendment that is before the House. 

Mr. 8. O. Jog : I may bring it to the notice of the House, and es- 
pecially the occupants of the Treasury Benches, that in the criminal 
Jaw there is a principle and a very important principle which is known 
as the mens rea. This expression, T think, must he familiar even to the 
Law Member. (Laughter.) The words mens rea ” mean criminal 
intention. In any act, in any olfence, whatever that may be, there must 
be that criminal intention in the mind of that man. Unless that cri- 
minal intention is there, or unless that criminal intention is established 
in a proper court of law, no man can be charged with any offence. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : What is the meaning of “ knowingly ” ? 

Mr. 8. 0. Jog : KnoAviiigly means one who does an act knowingly. 

Mr. President : Order, order ; please continue your observations. 

Mr. 8. G Jog ; Very well. Sir. This is the first elementary prin- 
ciple of law, and I think an attempt has made to give a go-by to this 
elementary principle of law in this way. I will give the House a typical 
instance. Take the grocers’ shops. Sometimes these papers are pur- 
chased as waste paper in bundles. You buy some article, the grocer 
packs it up in one of those authorised or unauthorised papers, and hands 
over the article to you. Would that grocer come under this law or not f 
As the clause stands, I am afraid the grocer will certainly come under 
this, and he will be punishable. If this law is made, then you will 
punish innocent people. I do not know what to call this hnv, whether 
to call it a law or a lawless law. I submit that the amendment pro- 
posed is absolutely necessary, and I think the Mover of the Bill will 
he kind enough to accept it. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : Sir, I support this motion. 1 did not give notice 
this amendment because I thought that it was implied in the clause 
itself that, when there is any such sale or distribution, it necessarily 
fonnotes that the man is punishable only when the criminal intention 
proved against him, but when the question has been raised, I find 
that Government are not in a mood to accept it. I think they now 
hitend to punish anybody and everybody who may sell or distribute or 
may happen to have a copy of any of these unauthorised pubhea- 
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tious. So if the Government oppose the amendment, I think it is 
necessary to make it clear that the criminal intention, as in all other 
criminal cases, should be proved against the man before he is found 
guilty under this section. Sir, with these words, I support my friend. 

The Honourable Sir 0. F. Baxnaswami Aiyar : Sir, my Honourable 
and learned friend opposite said that even the Law Member must be 
aware of what he termed ‘‘ mens ree I take it that what he really 
meant was mens rea which is a criminal intention. I have the 
good fortune or* misfortune of knowing what mens rea indicates in law, 
but without wasting more time on the discussion whether the Law 
Member is aware of this term or not, I shall go to the substance of the 
matter at once. It will be remembered that these provisions relate to 
unauthorised news-sheets or newspapers, and the mischief of these news- 
sheets or newspapers lies in the fact that they are circulated largely and 
they gain a certain amount of hold upon people, and it is therefore 
necessary to deal w ith that evil. Now, how is that evil to be dealt with 'i 
In the first place, some remarks w’ere made with regard to exhibiting or 
keeping. If Honourable Members will look carefully into clause 18, they 
will find that it is stated there — Whoever makes, sells, distributes, pub- 
lishes or publicly exhibits or keeps for sale the disjunctive con- 

struction is the one which is indicated by the way that sentence runs, so that 
those Honourable Members who are afraid that their clients may look at 
some papers on their tables and that on account of that information per- 
colating to the police they may be arrested, need not be under any such 
apprehension 

Sardar Sant Singh : May I draw the attention of the Honourable 
the Law Member to the word publishes ? 

The Honourable Sir 0. P. Eamaswami Aiyar : '' Whoever makes. 

sells, distributes, publishes or publicly exhibits A lawyer 

keeping a pamphlet on tiie table does not publish it, and it is well knowui 
what publication either in the law of libel or otherwise connotes, and 
I take it that a lawyer keeping that pamphlet on his table does not 
publish it. ^i’iiat apart, the whole question is this. It will be noticed 
that this is only a clause which defines an offence. It does not mean 
that a iiew\s-boy who runs about is necessarily to be punished. It means 
that a prosecution is permissible in cases w’here it is called for ; it will 
not be called for in such cases. But I will put the other side of tlie 
case for the moment. Supposing a person having been responsible for 
these pamphlets simply hands them over to a hundred different people 
and asks them to go round the city to make them public, what is the 
remedy ? If Honourable Members will realise that, they wull see that 
tlie object of this section is only to make a thing punishable and not to 
make it obligatory on Government to start a prosecution. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That in sub-clause (1) of cUiuse 18 after the word ‘ Whoever ’ the word 
' knowingl}’ ’ be inserted.” 

The motion w’’as negatived. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, I beg to move : 

That in sub-clause of clause 18 for the word * non-bailable ^ the word 
‘ bailable ^-be substituted.” 
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Xlw Honourable Sir James Orerar : The Honourable Member will 
perhaps pardon me if I interrupt him. It might perhaps save the time 
of the House if I point out that this is another occasion on which I have 
acceptied the amendment proposed by the Honourable Member, and it 
has been incorporated in the Bill before the House. I am afraid he 
has not gone through the Bill very carefully. The amendment has al- 
ready been made in the Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Have j'ou already incorporated it in the Bill t 

The Honoura>ble Sir James Grerar : Yes, Sir. 

Sardar Sant Singh ; Thank yon. 

Clause 18 was added to the Bill. 

Glauses 19 to 22 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 23 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, 1 do not wish to move thi.s^ amendment. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I beg to move the following amendment : 

“ Thai for clause 23 the following be substituted : 

* 23. Any person against whom an order calling upon him to give security has 

been made and any person interested in the press which is ordered to 
bo forfeited may appeal to the High Court for the local area in which 
such order was made to set aside such order 

Sir, this seems to have been drafted in a much better manner than 
the drafting in the Bill. One thing that we want to safeguard is that 
if any press is encumbered, then the person to whom the property is 
mortgaged, should be allowed to appear and appeal to the High Court 
for recovery of his dues. For that reason I move this amend ineiit, and 
I hope the Honourable the Law Member will accept it. 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar : The Honourable Mem- 
ber is not surely pressing this, because he will realise if he scnitinises it, 
that if this amendment be carried, there would be no recourse to the High 
Court if there was a forfeiture of security. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That for clause 23 the following be substituted : 

* 23, Any person against whom an order calling upon him to give security ha.ii 

been made and any person interested in the press which is ordered to 
be forfeited may appeal to the High Court for the local area in which 
such order was made to set aside such order 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : I am afraid my amendment No. 95 is barred by the 
previous motion, but if you will allow me to move it, I shall do so. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member may move it. The question 
will be considered if a point of order is raised. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : I beg to move : 

“ That in sub-clause (I) of clause 23 for the word ‘ sub-section * occurring in 
hue three the words ‘ sub-sections (1) and ’ be substituted.” 

My amendment really gives power to the High Court to revise any order 
^hat is passed by the District Magistrate. There is some provision in the 


That Clause 23 be omitted.” 
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earlier clauses that the Magistrate, while giving notice for security, 
should also put forth his arguments. It may not be a judicial trial, but 
if my amendment is accepted, it will give the High Court power of 
revision to go through the ordex\ The Magistrate may not be boiiiul 
give reasons, but if any reasons are given, then the High Court will be 
in a position to see if there are adequate grounds for passing such orders. 
Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : The Honourable Member was 
commendably brief in moving his amendment, and he asked the House to 
approve of the proposition that an order made under sub-clause (1) of 
clause 3 should be made subject to an application to the High Court. 
When we were debating clause 3 of the Bill, that particular question was 
exhaustively scrutinised, and I shall imitate the Honourable the Mover's 
brevity by recalling very shortly to the House what the contentions then 
advanced were. 

It was pointed out that a Magistrate proceeding under sub-clause (I) 
of clause 3 naturally was not acting upon matter which oifeiids under 
clause 4 of the Bill. We have provided remedies against any inconvenience 
or hardship that might be occasioned, firstly, by requiring the Magistrate 
to record his reasons for passing an order of that kind, which makes it 
liable to the scrutiny of the Local Government, and secondly, by the othei* 
proviso to that clause, more particularly the provision that if the keeper 
of the new press has not offended within three months of the declaration, 
his deposit will be automatically returned. In short, the general grounds 
of my opposition to the amendment are those which have already been 
indicated. If the keeper of the press fails and his security is forfeited, 
then at that stage recourse to the High Court becomes both admissible 
and practicable. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That in sub-clause (i) of clause 23 for the word ‘ sub'section ’ occurring in 
line three the words ‘ sub-sections (J) and * be substituted.^’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. C. Sen : I beg to move : 

** That in sub-clause (J) of clause 23, after the words ‘ the High Court sh.'ll 
decide ’ the following be inserted ; 

‘ whether the notice for deposit of security or of forfeiture was given in stiiet 
conformity to the provisions of this Act and *. * * 

Sir, both undjer the Act of 1910 and this Bill, certain provisions have 
been made regarding notice calling for security and of forfeiture, fii 
both the enactments, it is provided that a description of the words com- 
plained of, a description of the figures complained of, etc., should he give?) 
in the notice. Lord Sinha, then he was Mr. Sinha, in supporting the Bill 
of 1910, considered this provision as one of the most valuable safeguards 
against oflScial zoolnm. In this House also, if I remember correctly, the 
Honourable the Law Member considered that it was obligatory on the 
Local Government to describe the words, etc., and he also regarded thi^ 
provision as one of the safeguards. How is this safe^iard to be provided 
for t Supposing the Local Governments, as they have hitherto done, do 
not describe in the notice the words complained of, what would happen 
then ? No provision has been made to meet such a contingency. As a 
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matter of fact, Sir Lawrence Jenkins in the well known Comrade case held 
that haying regard to the language ot the Act, his hands were tied and 
he could not do anything in the matter, that he could not enter into the 
question whether the notice was good, bad or indifferent. Let me quote 
his words : 

The notification, therefore, appears to me to be defective in a materi.al particular, 
and but for section 22 of. this Act, it would, in. my opinion, be our d.uty to hold that 
there had been no legal forfeiture.” 

TJiat was his opinion. He felt constrained to find that, although the 
notice was bad, although the notice was defective and did not comply 
with the express provisions of the Act, — ^which the late Lord Sinha con- 
sidered to be a safeguard — he could not do anything in the matter. I 
want to provide against that. It may be said that you should leave the 
matter to the discretion of the Local Government, that you should not 
consider that the Local Government are so bad that they would not frame 
their notice in the manner provided in the Act. But from the report of 
the Comrade case you will find that not only the notice was bad but the 
Advocate General of Bengal was instructed to take this point and to oust 
the jurisdiction of the High Court to consider whether the notice was good, 
bad or indiffei^nt. Again, if it be held that the notification was invalid, 
there would be in fact no forfeiture. Moreover the High Court has no 
jurisdiction to inquire into the validity of the forfeiture for two reasons. 
First, it is barred under the corresponding section, to clause 30, and 
secondly under section 17, under which this application is made, the 
High Court is given power to set aside an order of forfeiture on the one 
narrow ground, namely, that the newspaper or book or other document in 
respect of which an order was made did not contain the words, etc. Clause 
30 and again clause 23 which we are now considering, show that the matter 
which the High Court should take into cognisance is that the High Court 
shall decide if the newspaper or other document in respect of which an 
order was made did or did not contain any words, etc. The only function 
of the High Court in this case would he to consider this particular question 
and no others. Again under clause 25 : 

” If it appears to the Special Bench on an application under sub-clause (1) of 
section 23 that the ivords, signs or visible representations contained in the newspaper, 
book or other document in respect of which the order in question was made were not 
of the nature described in section 4, sub-section (J), the Special Bench shall set aside 
the order.” 

The only question which the High Court can decide is the question 
whether the articles complained of or the book complained of contained 
these words or not. If so, the very salutary provision which was put into 
the Act of 1910 and which Mr, Sinha considered to be of vital iTuportance 
and a safeguard to the accused and which the Law Member here \lso con- 
sidered to be necessary cannot be gone into by the High Court having 
regard to the provisions of the Bill. Therefore I move my amendment. 

I have also similar amendments to clauses 25 and 30. These are amend- 
ments standing in my name, Nos. 103 and 114. t Moreover having regard 

t” That in sub-clause (1) of clause 25 after the words and figures ' of section 23 
ffat tho following be inserted : 

‘ whether the notice for deposit of security or of forfeiture was given in strict 
conformity to the provisions of this Act and 

” That in clause 30, after the words * has taken place the following be inserted : 

‘ provided the notice of forfeiture was made in strict conformity to the provisions 
of this Act 
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to the express provision made in the Bill and to the declaration made by 
the Honourable the Home Member, it would not look nice for the Gov- 
ernment now to contend that, although these words are necessary, that 
notice should be given in accordance with the provisions of the Act, still 
we will not allow the High Court to enter into this question. If the Gov- 
ernment are really sincere, they ought not to object to the addition of these 
words which I have suggested in my amendment. 

Bardar Sant Singh : I rise to support this amendment. Its neces- 
sity has become greater on account of the defeat of all the amendments 
w’hich attempted to judicialise the proceedings. The executive are required 
to comply with the forms of procedure at any rate as they themselves 
propose. If they do not want to accept this reasonable amendment, it 
means that the executive do not want to comply with the provisions of 
this Act. A case like this may arise. Without notice or a single word 
a press is forfeited and taken away. There is no remedy. The person 
w’ho has suffered will not be given an opportunity to understand what 
w^ere the words or expressions which he used which were considered ob- 
jectionable by the executive. Of course he will have a right to go to the 
High Court. The High Court will not look into the question whether the 
notice was good, bad or indifferent. The High Court says, Here is a 
newspaper. If the executive have not chosen to point out the words, 
signs or visible representations w’hich are objectionable in their view, 
then w^e will not look into it The Public Prosecutor will get up and 
say “ I press the point. Page 5 is objectionable and the forfeiture w^as 
justified The High Court says, “ No, the words on page 5 arc not ob- 
jectionable Then the Public Prosecutor >vill say, There are some 
more objectionable passages in other pages So, I say. Sir, that this 
will make the Act very loose and the executive will act in a high-handed 
manner. I therefore strongly urge that this portion should be included in 
the clause. I support this amendment. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : I think my friend the Law'^ Member will not 
5 p deny that it is an elementary principle of law that 

the accused should know th.e charge against him. 
In civil cases also there is the provision that a plaint should disclose a cause 
of action so lliar the defendant knows what the case is against him. And 
the olaintiif is also given a chance of knowing what the defendant has to 
say against the plaintiff’s case. If that is so in a civil case, it is all the 
more Jiecessary iu a criminal case, >vhich deals with the life and liberty of 
the i)eople. That being so, the man who is going to be fined under 
the provisions of this Bill ought to know from the very beginning the 
facts i!pon which the executive bases its charge. Those who have experience 
of the subordinate Magistracy know tof) well how^ often notices under 
tions 107, 108 and 110 have been declared invalid,, by superior courts., I 
believe in many cases invalid notices are intentionally issued. I do not 
say that Government keep in service Magistrates who do not know the pro- 
visions of the Criminal Procedure Code. The only other conclusion to 
w'hich we will be entitled to come to is that Magistrates intentionally pi’os- 
titute their office and do not make mention of thie. real facts under which 
these men are hauled up. I think the Honourable the Home Member held 
the olffee of a District Judge for some time and I think he had on several 
occasions to set aside the order of the subordinate Magistracy and I trust 
the Honourable the Law^ Member had experience of the fact that notices 
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were often given which were not according to law, and the party aggrieved 
had not the means to know what the real charges against them were, and, 
Sir, as my Honourable friend, Sardar Sant Singh, has been pleased to 
observe, they can, without giving proper notice, without going to the High 
Court, simply say, “ The offensive article is found on page 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 
or 5 and so on That being so, if the Government really do not want to 
invest Magistrates with further powers of oppression and tyranny, they 
ought to have safeguards at least for those proprietors of presses who are 
entitled to ask that, At least let us know w^hat you complain of, so that 
we may prove beyond the shadow of a doubt that we are not guilty If 
your intention is that everything is to be done by executive order, of course 
we have nothing to say ; but if you are really sincere, after our Jiaving 
pointed out to you these facts, you should not object to the motion. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Sir, if one can see through the provisions of the 
Bill, he will see that it is a double-object Bill. With one object an attempt 
is made to control the Press ; and another hidden object is to control the 
powers of the High Court. The fact is that the executive authorities now 
somehow or other are losing confidence in these High Courts, and they 
think that if they must do the job in their own way, they must curtail 
and control the powers of the High Court by such legislative measures. 
As regards the question of notices — ^how the processes are issued, how 
they are manipulated in the offices, through whose hands they pass, and 
Vvhat sorts of irregularities are done, that is a matter which is within the 
common knowledge of those who have to deal with courts. There are a 
number of irregularities committed in the issue of notices, in the service 
of notices ; and if an adverse order is passed which goes against the 
interests of the printer or publisher, what is he to do ? Now after the 
chapter of the executive processes is finished, we enter upon the pow'ers 
of the High Court which were described by the Honourable the Law 
Member the other day. Now the High Courts have to exercise their 
powers ; but this Bill says, “ No, you shall not look into the whole matter 
carefully but your powers are restricted you must only decide this much 
Mild no further ; you are not to go behind all this I say. Sir, what 
propriety is there for curtailing the powers of the High Court in this way 
If an irregularity is done, does the executive authority mean that the 
High Court should be powerless in setting aside orders which have not 
been passed in conformity with the provisions of law, and that there 
should be no remedy for that, and that even fetters should be put on the 
powers of the High Court ? Sir, this is an attempt to encroach upon the 
ordinary powers of the High Courts, and I submit that the amendment 
moved should be accepted. 

The Honourable Sir C. P. Bamaswami Aiyar ; Sir, let us analyse 
clause 3, sub-clause (3) and clause 7, sub-clause (3), which are the 
two clauses dealt with in section 23. Clause 3, sub-clause (3) says 
diat certain persons slionld be given notice by the Local Government 
stating or describing such words, signs or visible representations and so 
forth. Therefore a notice has first of all to go to the keeper of the press, 
onder.. clause 3, sub-clause (3), indicating clearly what the words, signs 
ond visible representations are which are supposed to be obnoxious to the 
IJ^der . clause 7, sub-clause (3),’ there are practically identical pro- 
visions. , Then we. come i to clause 23. It is to the keeper of the press who 
has been ordered to deposit, security under sub-section (3) of section 3 ; 
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that is, it is to the man to whom notice has been given, as indicated already, 
in which notice are contained those words and visible representations, etc., 
that it applies. Supposing it applies, then the High Court has to consider 
and decide if the newspaper, book or other document in respect of which 
the order was made did offend — it is not to wander at large from page to 
page, as was stated. A specific order should have been made, which is 
complained of, and that order has to describe, under clause 3 and clause 7, 
the particular signs or visible representations, and the High Court has 
to decide if that order was within the law or not. If, on the other hand, 
there have been such fundamental irregularities, the order would not be 
within the law and would not have been held to have been passed under 
the relevant clause as the High Court would say, “ There is no such word 
or s»gn or representation as you are supposed to have uttered, and 
there is therefore no order which you have infringed, and you are 
acquitted That I submit is the answer to the question put. 

Mr. Amar Nath Outt ; Then what is your objection to have it put 
down more clearly t 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That in sub-clause (/) of clause 23, after the words ‘ the High Court shall 
decide ’ the following be inserted : 

* whether the notice for deposit of security or of forfeiture was given in strict 
conformity to the provisions of this Act and \ 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 23 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 24 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 25 stand of the 

Bill. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Sir, I move : 

“ That in sub-clause (4) of clause 25, for the words ‘ the order shall stand * the 
words * the opinion of the Chief or Senior-niost Judge shall prevail ^ be substituted. ' ’ 

The clause at present runs thus : 

** (4) Wliere tlicre is no such majority which concurs in setting aside the order in 
question, the order shall stand. 

Now the ordinary procedure in High Court.^j in cases where there is a 
difference of opinion and there is equality of opinion on both sides, is 
that the opinion of the Chief or senior-most Judge prevails. My argu- 
raeiil is that where the senior Judge of the High Court differs from his 
brother as regards the guilt of a person, the rule is that the accused gets 
the benefit of doubt ; I do not see why the general and ordinary proce- 
dure should not be followed in these cases, where it is supposed that a 
High Court Judge is in the position of holding that the person concerned 
is not guilty ; and I do not see why the opinion of the Chief or senior-mosl 
Judge should not prevail in such cases also. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Sir. I think the Honourable 
Member’s amendment has been moved under some misapprehension- 
All the High Courts and Chief Courts of India and nearly all the Judicial 
Commissioners’ Courts have got at least three Judges, and consequently' 
the position in which there are only two Judges to consider an applica 
tion could not arise except I think in the one case of the Court of th^ 
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Judicial Commissioner of the North West Frontier Province. Therefore 
the provision he proposes would in any case have an exceedingly limited 
application. On the merits, my position is this. Even supposing that 
such a position arises, it would be reasonable that the matter should be 
left in the status quo in which the application came to the court. Firstly^ 
there would be the opinion of the Magistrate, secondly, of the Local 
Government and thirdly, at least one of the Judges supporting their 
views. In all these circumstances 1 think it would be reasonable that 
in the few number, of cases in which this contingency might arise, the 
status quo should prevail, just as when the opinion in this House is 
equally divided, you in the exercise of your Presidential functions muin- 
taiii the status quo. 

Btr. President : The question is : 

‘‘ Thfit in sub-clause (4) of clause 2.5, for the words ‘ the order shyll stand ’ the 
ivurds ‘ the opinion of the Chief or Senior-most Judge shall prevail ’ be substituted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir I beg to move : 

“ That in sub-clause (4) of clause 25, for the word ‘ stand ’ the word:? ‘ be set 
aside * be substituted.’* 

In moving this amendment, I have in mind the reply which the 
Honourable the Home Member has just given to the previous amend- 
ment which has been lost. The reason given on the other side is that 
the opinion of the Judge is corroborated by the opinion of the Local 
Government or of the Magistrate, as the case may he, and hence there is 
a majority on the other side and one Judge’s opinion should not pre- 
vail. My submission is that here is another assault on criminal juris- 
prudence. The rule of law in the administration of criminal justice is 
that the benefit of the doubt goes to the accused and not to the prosecu- 
tion. The benefit of having at least one Judge on the side of the news- 
l>ai>er or the keeper of the press is really a benefit over which the executive 
slv.uJii submit their judgment to the judgment of tlie one Judge. If the 
doubt arises and if the publisher or keeper can carry with him one Judge ot 
the High Court, he is certainly entitled to hold that his words were not 
of tliat objectionable nature which the executive say they were. There- 
fore my submission is that> taking into consideration the principle of 
giving the benefit of doubt to the accused, it is absolutely essential that 
the judgment of even the one Judge should carry the day, and it should 
not be in favour of the Local Government. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Sir, I must oppose this amend- 
lir.oit on the same grounds as the iirovious one. 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 25 was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 26 to 29 were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 30 stand part of the Bill. 

llfr. B. Das : Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That ia clause 30, after the. words as against all persons ’ tlie words ‘ other 
than hona fide encumbrancors. * be inserted. 



1466 


LSaiSLATlVE ASSEMBLY. •[2KD OctOBBR 1931. 


[Mr. B. Das.] 

Sir, when a property is mortgaged, the mortgagee has the right 
over that property under the law. I do not know very mueh of law, 
but 1 think this is common sense. If that is so, then I want to safe- 
guard the right of bona fide encumbrancers. It will not interfere with 
the principle of the Bill or with the object which the Honourable the Home 
Mjember has in view. I hope, therefore, he will accept the amendment 
which I move. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Sir, some time ago I rose to support 
the amendment No. 47, which I thought had reference to the most cruel 
part of the Bill. If that amendment referred to the most cruel part, 
this amendment refers to the most irrational part of the Bill. Does it 
stand to reason that “ A should suffer for the offence of ‘f B ’’ and 
for no fault of his ? This amendment is most reasonable, and I hope 
the Honourable the Home Member will relent a bit this time, although 
he may be afraid that it will go a great way to damage the good reputa- 
tion of his being possessed of an exceptional equanimity of mind with 
which he has kept tight so long to the wonder of this House and, for 
the matter of that, to the wonder of the whole country. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz (West Central Punjab : Muham- 
madan) : Mr. President, this amendment has considerable force and in 
my opinion encumbrances created before the passing of this Act should 
be protected. A man who took a mortgage of a press before the com- 
mencement of the Act did not know that the Press Bill was to be passed 
and brought on to the Statute-book. He certainly did not know that 
the press after the first bite would be forced to deposit security, and 
if it were not deposited within the specified time, the press was liable 
to be forfeited. Now, Sir, it is a fundamental principle of law that a 
man who has taken a transfer for valuable consideration before a certain 
enactment comes into force must be protected and it is also equity, 
justice and good conscience. It is the duty of the Legislature to protect 
all bom fide encumbrances which were made for valuable considera- 
tion before the commencement of the Act. The case of a man who has 
sold his press on a hire and purchase contract is directly in point. The 
transferee does not become absolute owner of the press until the last 
instalment is paid and the transferor has a lien on it to the extent of tlu 
unpaid amount. Surely the Government should not be allowed to destroy 
a lien created before the enforcement of the Act. Sir, I agree that en 
cumbrances created after the passing of the Act need not be protected, 
because the press being under a cloud, the Government have every 
right to forfeit it. But the right of the Government to forfeit should 
be subject to a lien if the encumbrance is created before the passing of 
the Act. I do not know of any principle of law under which the Govern- 
ment are entitled to forfeit the property over which a lien in favour 
of a third person was created by a mortgage before the passing of the 
Act. The point is too obvious and in my humble opinion the Govern- 
ment in equity, justice and good conscience should accept my suggestion. 
Sir, I may be allowed to move this amendment to the amendment of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Das. (Applause.) 

Sardar Bant Singh : Sir, to me this clause 30 has been drafted with- 
out any regard to the interest of anybody except the State. My objec- 
tion to this is this. I will give an illustration. Supposing I advance 
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money to a keeper of the press or the owner of the press and I get R 
decree against hint and in execution of that, decree I get the press attach- 
ed knd the press is actually under attachment. Then the auction takes 
place, but the money is not yet given to me. Meanwhile at this stage the 
Government forfeits the press. 1 want to know whether I am protected 
at that stage or not. What right has been left in the owner of the 
press or the keeper of the press which the Local Government wants to 
forfeit f There is nothing. Another extreme case is this. Supposing 
a charge is already there on the press by a mortgage. Now the Gov- 
ernment come in and forfeit the press. Why should my rights be taken 
away ? There is no reason. Therefore, this amendment is a funda- 
mental amendment which goes to the root of the whole thing and I 
support it. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Sir, we are appealed to in the name of 
justice. We desire to deny justice to no one. But there are great diffi- 
culties attached to the possibility of acceptance of the amendment now 
before the House. I am not quite sure whether it is suggested that we 
have forged a new weapon of repression in this clause. But I do notice 
that not a single one of the speakers has made any reference to the fact 
that this clause 30 actually only reproduces the contents of the corres- 
ponding section in the Act of 1910. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Is that a justification ? 

Sir Lancelot Graham : I expected that from my acute friend, Sardar 
Sant Singh. That does not uccessarily justify the existence of this 
clause. I agree with him. But I do say that the fact that the clause 
had been in operation for 12 years is worth taking into consideration. 

Mian Muhammad Shah Nawaz : The clause was condemned by Sir 
Lawrence Jenkins and the Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Stephens of the 
Calcutta High Court in the famous Comrade case. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : As regards the rights of the mortgagee ? 

Milan Muhammad Shah Nawaz : As regards the rights of the pre- 
vious mortgagee, the Government has absolute right under this clause 
to forfeit those rights. My contentiou is that the hona fide mortgagee, 
or one who held a lien over the property before the commencement of 
the Act should be allowed to establish it before a civil court. As the 
clause stands now the Government’s right to forfeit is absolute against 
all persons including the bona fide mortgagee who took the mortgage 
long before this Bill was contemplated. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : I entirely agree that is the position and 1 
have suggested nothing else. But what I do understand is, that my 
Honourable friend, Mian Shah Nawaz, for whose opinion I have the 
greatest respect, said that he would support action of this kind, confisca- 
tion in respect of the press being mortgaged if the mortgage had not 
taken place before the passing of this clause. But I do not find that the 
amendment on the paper makes any .such distinction. T think it is a 
great pity if my Honourable friend, Mian Shah Nawaz, holds such defi- 
^^ite views, that he should not have tabled an amendment himself. 

Mr. B. Das : May I ask if I can move an amendment in line with 
what the honourable Member, Sir . Lancelot Graham, has suggested and 
whether that will be accepted t 

L273LAD 
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Sir Lancelot Orabam : I am not suggesting any amendment, Sir. I 
am criticising the position of my Honourable friend, Mian Shah Nawaz. 
My friend, Mr. Sen, on the other hand, said that A ” should not suffer 
for the sake of “ B As I understand the purport of this amendment, 
it is that a press, though it be the instrument by which the offence is 
committed,, is not to be forfeited, if people can come forward saying, 
“ I have a mortgage and consequently cannot have the forfeiture 
It is opening the way to confusion and merely putting in the word bona 
fide is not going to ensure the j^roper working of the amendment. It 
will be possible for proprietors of presses to take refuge behind their 
mortgagees and in that way evade merited forfeiture. My friend, Mr. 
Das, said he wanted to be kind to mortgagees. We do not wish to be 
unkind to mortgagees. But we liave to look to the activities of the 
press and not to the feelings of the mortgagees, and for that reason, I 
think this clause is essential in its present form. I do not say it was 
impossible for the Opposition to devise something which might have 
been acceptable, provided it did not interfere with the effectiveness of 
the provision for forfeiture. Forfeiture is absolutely essential when the 
press or the newspaper has contravened the provisions of this Bill in 
such a way as to require the passing of an order of forfeiture. 

Mr. B. Das : After hearing the Honourable Sir Lancelot Oraham’s 
speech, may I suggest an amendment acceptable to him, namely, the pro- 
tection of such encumbrances which are declared before a Magistrate at 
the time of encumbrance. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : That would not help us in the least. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : May I suggest that we might add all encumbrances 
before the passing of this Act ? 

Sir Lancelot Graham : That does not solve the trouble either. 

Mr. 8. 0. Sen ; I do not know whether Sir Lancelot Graham is 
willing to take any suggestion 

Sir Lancelot Graham : I am afraid not. 

Mr. President : Government do not seem to be inclined to accept 
any suggestion on those lines. The question is : 

“ That in clause 30, after the words ‘ as against all persons ' the words ‘ other 
than bona fide enciimbr.^ncer.s ^ be inserted.’’ 

The Assembly divided : 

AYES— 16. 


Chandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Chetty, Mr. R. K. Shanniukluim. 
Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. T). K. 
Mitra, Mr. S. C. 


Kanga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 

Sunt Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Eai Sahib Harbilas. 
Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 
Singh, Mr. Qay.i Prasad. 
Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

ITppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 
Zinuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

NOES-49. 


Abdul Qaiyum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah fiaksh Khan Tlwana, Khan 
’ ' Bahadur* Malik. 

Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 


Bajpai, Mr. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Bajnarayan. 

Orerar, The Honourable Sir James. 
Dalai, Dr. H. D. 

DcBouza, Dr. F. X. 
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Dyer, Mr. J. F. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Hcathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. £. B. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Xaharsiugji. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar ilajcc. 
Jawahar Singh, Sardar Bahadur Sardar. 
Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lalchand, Captain Bao Bahadur. 

Lall, Mr. S. 

Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Moore, Mr. Arthur. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mukherjee, Bai Bahadur S. C. 

Pandit, Bao Bahadur S. B. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bainy, The Honourable 'Sir George. 

The motion wa.s negatived. 


Bajah, Bao Bahadur M. C. 

Bama Bao, Bai Bahadur U. 

Bow, Mr. K. Sanjiva. 

Boy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Bam Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Bamsay. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Oiiptain. 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. E. 

Siihrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major 
Malik. 

Todd, Mr. A. II. A. 

Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 

Young, Mr. G. M. 

Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Sir. 


Mr. 8. C. Sen : Sir, the amendment which 1 wish to move reads 
l b ns : 

“ That in clause .‘10, after the words * has taken i>lace * tlie following be iiisei’tcd ; 

* provided the notice of forfeiture was made in strict conformity to the provisions 
of this Act 


I know, Sir, the opinion that has been expressed by the Honourable the 
Law Member, and I do not expect any mercy from the Government. I 
know that the Treasury Benches will not accept this amendment. The 
opinion of the Honourable the Home ^lember is not only wrong, but it is 
against the considered opinion of two Chief Justices and four Judges of the 
Iligh Court. With these observations, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I think, Sir, that in substance 
the Honourable Member’s amendment is practically the same as the one 
wliich has already been dealt with. It has been dealt with in full by tlie 
Honourable the Law Member, and 1 have nothing to add to what he said, 
except that in this context the same considerations will apply. 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 30 was added to tlie Bill. 

Clauses 31 and 32 were added to the Bill. 


Mr. President : Clause 1. 

Mr. 8. O. Jog : Sir, wo have practically reached the last stage of 
tlie battle, and if we fail here, Ave will fail in the battle, subject of course 
to the position at the third reading of the Bill. My amendment is that the 
provisions of this measiii-e shall not be operative in any province imlm tbe 
Bocal Government of the province makes out a case for the application of 
the said Act and takes the sanction of the Government of India or the 
GoA-ernor General in Council. When I sent in this amendment, I was a 
bit doubtful about the propriety of this. Somehow or other T find that 
I am not supported by anybody else, and I stand by myself, and I haA'e to 
fight my own battle. Fortunately to-day I find there is a similar amend- 
ment moved by my friend, Mr. Thampan, and T think I have only to depend 
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on him for supporting this amendment. Over and above that, I find that 
!i leading newspaper of my province has also taken the same view as I have 
taken in this matter. That paper has suggested that it is admitted that 
terrorist organizations exist in some parts of the country, and so it asks 
why cannot the Bill be restricted to the same parts in the first instance, 
giving power to the Local Governments to apply it to otJier areas if neces- 
sary. T must congratulate myself that T belong lo a province which 
fortunately is not in the list of bad boys I observe from the brochure 
that has been supplied to us showing the statement of offejicc^s and crimes 
in all parts of India, that there is not a single case of terrorist movement 
or incitement to violence and such like things in my provliico. T will not 
take the highest number first, but I shall take the loworit number, and I 
would ask the Honourable the Home Member to point out any terrorist 
crime in my sub-province or head province under which my province is. 
There is not a single case of terrorist movement or any incitement or any 
leaflet published calculated to incite people to murderous activities or any 
charge of that sort in my province. (An Honourable H ember : ‘‘ Which 
is that province ? ’’) Berar. As regards the Central Provinces, I find 
that there is only one case, and that case is the finding of a bomb in the 
house of a sonar in a certain village, and a certain quantity of chemicals 
and communist and revolutionary literature was recovered from that gold- 
smith’s house. The suspicion is that that the bomb was being prepared 
for political purposes. Whenever a bomb is found it is alu ays suspected 
that it is for political purposes. This is the only case which is referred to. 
As regards the other provinces, take Burma, and I find no case there. 
The United Provinces, there is one case, Indian States, one case. So my 
point is that in those provinces in ’which there is no such terrorist move- 
ment, or where the newspapers have not taken to bad ways or to tliose bad 
measures as are described in some of these pamphlets, I do not see any 
reason why these drastic provisions of the law should be applied. On tlic 
contrary, if this law is applied indiscriminately to all the provinces, it will 
be practically keeping a sword hanging over the heads of those ]yro\ino(*s. 
1 say there is absolutely no nece&sity to apply this law to other provinces 
where there is no terrorist or other kind of anarchical movement. It! 
Government still insist that this law should be applied to other provinces 
also, then I shall have no hesitation in charging Governrac3at with carrying 
this poison to my province and to other provinces where tJiere is no terrorist 
movement in existence and if anything happens, it will be due to application 
of this law where it is not necessary. Therefore, my submission is this. 
You pass the general law, and if any recommendations come fi»om the Local 
Governments, or if tliere are any cases of such a nature as to render the 
application of this law necessary, those Local Governments should make 
out a ease and the Government of India should be satistifd that there In 
necessity for applying the provisions of this law, and theji this law could 
be applied to such provinces. Sir, with these words, I move the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. 8. 0. Iflitra : Sir, 1 support the amendment of my friend, 
Mr. Jog. I do not know whether Government will accept this amendment 
or whether it will be supported by other Members who pose as free thinkers 
and are guided only by the consideration of justice and equity. Now, from 
the very beginning I was under the impression that this Bill was really 
meant, not for suppression of incitement to murder and tbq like, but its 
real purpose was ito sui^press the nationalist Press. If the Government are 
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of that opinion, let them say so now. Mr. Jog is speaking of provinces 
where there are no cases of terrorist or other revolutionary activities, and 
Government, even from their own book, could not cite a single case in some 
provinces of incitement to murder or violence. Now, the law will be there, 
and, only if any Local Governments want it, they can apply to the Govern- 
ment of India. If the real purpose of the Bill is not to suppress the Press, 
then Government will see their way to accepting the amendment. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I think the Honourable the 
Mover of this amendment, if he reflects a little, will come to the conclusion 
that this amendment is misconceived. In the first instance, I should point 
out that its form is quite inadmissible, and would be, for example, entirely 
inconsistent with sub-clause (.‘1) of the clause. But what I imagine the 
Honourable the Mover liad in iniiul was this, that the Bill, when it becomes 
law, should not be generally in force in the whole of British India, but 
should only come into force with the sanction of the Governor General in 
(■oancil on the motion of the Local Government concerned. I wdll deal 
with what appears to me to be the princiide behind the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s amendment, though i could not in any case accept it because of its 
extreme defect in form. But let me get down to the question of prinrnple. 
He suggests that if in any particular province no teiTorist crime has taken 
])laee, that will be a good case for not having the Act in force in that 
j)rovince. Sir, I may point out that the Bill is directly aimed against 
incitement to and encouragem(mt of murder and other acts of violence and 
)iot the original offences themselves, which, of course, are dealt with by 
other provisions of the law. JMy point is that the principle of my Honour- 
able friend’s amendment is quite misconceived. It is also based upon a 
misapprehension of facts, because in point of fact the recent Punjab Mail 
train murdor took place within the territories of the Central Provinces, and 
it was found 

Mr. S. G. Jog : The matter is suh judice. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : And within the jurisdiction of 
the Courts of that province. 

Mr. S. O. Jog : It is the Central Provinces. 

Mr. J. P. Dyer (Central Provinces : Nominated OflBcial) : One of 
the accused persons did come from Berar. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : I’he matter is still stih judice. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir, it is a relevant fact that in 
the course of that trial references were made in evidence to the influence 
of inflammatory literatine. That, therefore, I think, disposes to a very 
large extent of the allegations of fact on which the Honourable Member 
bases his case, llwi the principle goes really much further. It is quite 
^dear that a measure of this kind, if it is to be effective, at all, must be 
applicable to the whole of India because if the jirovisions of this law are 
not applicable to one particular j)rovince, it will be perfectly open to the 
oifciuling Press to invade tluit province and carry out its propaganda from 
tliere. It is essential in order to prevent the circulation and dissemination 
nf undesirable matter from one province to another that the law should 
have general applicability. For these rea.sons, both on the point of form 
and on the point of principle, I must oppose this amendment. 
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' Mr. Preddent : The qaestion is- : 

** That in sub'Cluuso (.^) of cluuso 1, after the words * Houthal Parganas ’ the 
following bo added ; 

* but it shall not be operative in any province unless the Local Government of the 
Province makes out a case for the application of the said Act and takes 
the sanction of jthc Government of India or the Governor General ia 
Council 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. S. G. Mitra : I move : 

That in sub-clause (S) of clause 1, all the words occurring after the words * for 
one year only ’ be omitted.” 

My purpose is to restrict tho operation of this Act to one year only. As 
a matter of fact, I know that such a drastic measure with wide scope, under 
which anything may be netted, was accepted by many Honourable Members 
as a emergency measure, which means that it will last only for a short 
period. If the Honourable the Home Member is not afraid of this House 
when it will be in full session, if he is not afraid that in a fuller House he 
may not get the opportunity he has now, and that it may not be such 
plain sailing for him, I hope that he will accept this suggestion of mine 
that the Act should last for a period of one year only, and if any necessity 
arises again thereafter for such a measure, it may be re-enacted at the 
proper time. Sir, I move. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : I am afraid I cannot accept this 
amendment. I think that it would be idle to suppose, in the circumstances 
with which we are confronted, that a period of one year would be a reason- 
able period within which to expect that a definitive effect would be pro- 
duced upon this evil. The Government have already gone a long way in 
reducing the period from three years to two years, and if we go beyond 
that I think we should be failing in our duty. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ TliJit ill sub-clausc (3) of clause 1, all the words oecurriiig after the words * for 
one year only ’ be omitted.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is that clause 1 stand part ot* the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

CJause 1 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : The question is that this be tJie Title and Preamble 
of the Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Sir, I am not moving amendment No. Iht hut 
I beg to move amendment No. 5 which runs as follows : 

” That ill the preamble to the Bill, before the word ‘ violence ^ the words * cognis 
able offence involving ' be inserted. ’ ^ 

Th(^ provisions of this Bill are confined to cognisable ofi’enees involving 
violence, and therefore those words must be added. It is only a formal 
amendment and I hope it will be accepted. 


V* That in the preamble to the Bill the words ‘ or encouraging * bo omitted.” 
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The Hononrable Bir James Orerar : I think this is quite unneces- 
sary. The operative part of the Bill is in clause 4 ; and the preamble is ' 
not an operative part of the Bill. It does not purport to give a precise 
.statement of the detailed provisions of the Bill, and the preamble as it 
stands is a succinct and quite adequate expression of the general contents of 
the Bill. For these reasons 1 do think that the amendment will he entirely 
inappropriate. 

Mr. President ; The question is : 

“ That in tlio preamble to the Bill, before the word ‘ violence ’ the words ‘ cemis- 
al)le offence involving ’ be inserted. * * ^ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That this be the Title and Preamble to the Bill.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. President : J should like now to ask Honourable Members 
whether they wish that tlie motion to pass the Bill sliould be taken up now. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : T should like to say, speaking 
not so much on behalf of the Ooveriiment as on belialf of what I believe 
to be the wishes and convenience of a great majority of the Members of this 
Houre, that the arrangement which would be most convenient would be 
that we should proceed to the third reading of the Bill now. T wish to 
make it quite clear that it is not a question of the interests of Government 
or Ihe consideration that sometimes arises over other Bills, but 1 do believe 
that tliere is a very strong wish amongst the majority of Members of this 
iloiLse that, if possible, the session should be closed to-morrow and I do not 
see liow that is possible at all unless we can clear off the work to-morrow. 

Mr. C. B. Banga Iyer : I endorse every word that the Honourable 
the Leader of the House has said. I very much wish that wq should sit up 
aud linish this Bill, especially, judging from the thin attendance in the 
House, which reveals that there is no desire to prolong the discussion of 
this Bill on this side of the House. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : We do not agree with the Honourable the Deputy 
Leader of the Nationalist Party. If it is a question of the thinness of the 
House, we could have gone away a couple of days earlier. If the Goverii- 
mejjt want to take advantage of the thinness of the House, let them do so 
but the Opposition must have its say. I should like you, JSir, to adjourn. 

Mr. President : The point on which I wish to consult Honourable 
Members is whether the third reading of the Bill should be taken up now 
or whether it should be taken up later. If it is not taken up to-day, it will 
be opeu to Government to take it up to-morrow or on Monday. Having 
regard to what Mr. Ranga Iyer has said, I want to know the feeling of the 
House. 

Bir Lancelot Graham : It is on the Agenda Paper for to-morrow. 
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Mr. Prealdeiit : Will those Honourable Members who want the 
debate to be adjourned rise in their {places 1 

(A number of Honourable Members stood up.) 

Mr. Preddent : Having regard to the lateness of the hour, it would 
he preferable to adjourn the meeting now. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Saturday, 
the 3rd October, 1931. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Saturday^ 3rd Oetoier, 1931. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of tho 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Retrenchment in the Home Department. 

1148. *Bhajfat Ohandi Mai Oola : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing the number and names of persons 
employed in tiie Home Department and its attached and subordinate 
offices who are on the verge of retirement, having put in nearly 29 or 30 
years* service t 

(ft) In view of the impending retrenchment, are the Government of 
India prepared to instruct the Home Department, as the administrative 
department, to consider the advisability of taking the initiative in 
retiring the above mentioned persons and employing men on lower scales 
of pay as their successors ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : (a) I regret I am unable to 
supply the information. 

(b) The question raises a matter of general policy ajffecting all 
Departments of the Government of India and not merely the Home De- 
partment. It will doubtless be considered on its merits along with other 
methods of retrenchment. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Will the Honourable Member please translate 
it for the benefit of the person who put this question ? (Laughter.) 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : You know Persian — ^you can translate it * 
(Addressing the Honourable the Home Member.) 

Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad Si^h : I think the Honourable Member 
has passed the departmental examination in the vernacular or in Hindi 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Retrenchment in Accounts and Audit Offices in Bengal. 

1149. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it not a fact that the Auditor General 
in his letter No. 1474-E.|441-A.-25, dated 26th March, 1926, to the Account- 
ant General, Bengal, ordered that the temporaiy assistants in the Experi- 
mental Accounts and Audit Offices should be borne on the cadre of the 
Accountant General, Bengal ? If so, what action, if any, was taken on 
the letter ? If not, why not f 

(6) Is it not a fact that the same orders were re-iterated in para. (3) 
of the Auditor General’s letter. No. 736-N.G.B.| 344-30, dated 21st April, 
^93x, in which he laid down that these men should be considered for con- 
firmation in the office of the Accountant General, Bengal, in exactly the 
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same way as the temporary men working in the said office I Was any 
action taken on this letter ? If not, w'hy not ? 

(c) Are Government • aware that due to the fact that the circular 
letter No. 1474-E.|44l-A.-25, dated 26th March, 1926, of the Auditor 
General was not given effect to hy the Accountant General, Bengal, clerte 
of mucJi longer services in the Experimental Offices are still styled as quasi- 
permanent or temporary, while much junior men in the Accountant 
GeneniPs Office have been made permanent f 

{^d) Is it a fact that at the time of some retrenchment in the office of 
the Accountant General, Bengal, a junior man of the Experimental Ac- 
counts Offices was discharged to provide for a senior man from the 
Accountant General, Bengalis Office ? If so, do Government consider 
the clerks in both the Accountant General, Bengars Office and in the 
Experimental Accounts and Audit Offices, in the same cadre t 

(e) Will Government please state whether at the time of present re- 
trenchment, the clerks of both the Accountant General, Bengal’s Office and 
the Experimental Accounts and Audit Offices in Calcutta will be treated 
on the same level, and length of service will be treated as the criterion 
for discharge, irrespective of their being permanent, quasi-permanent, or 
temporary ? 

The Honourable Sir George Sdiuster : Enquiry is being made and a 
reply will be sent to the Honourable Member in due course. 


SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Investment of Provident Funds in Single Payment Sterling Insur- 
ance Policies. 

Mr. S. G. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that Government officials are with- 
drawing large amounts from the Provident Fund and utilising these 
amounts for purchasing single payment life insurance policies ? 

(6) If reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state how they are treating these transalctions for the: purpose of sale of 
sterling and whether such transactions are being treated as those for 
genuine trade or domestic purposes ? 

(c) Is it a fact that when the exchange situation offered similar scope 
in the past this very method of buying sterling was adopted by officials ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) This part of the Honour- 
able Member’s question apparently refers only to the present or I pre- 
sume to the short period which has elapsed since the promulgation last 
Thursday of Ordinance No. VII. So far as this period is concerned, I 
can tell the Honourable Member that, according to my information, 
there has not been any occasion on which the facilities which Govern- 
ment as currency authority now' offers for the sale of sterling have been 
applied for to Government on behalf of officials for the purpose referred 
to in the question. 

(b) The question contained in part (6) has not therefore, so far as 
Government are aware, yet arisen. 

(c) I do not quite understand this part of the question. There has 
not been any period in the past when the conditions applicable to it were 
in force. 
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Mr. B. Das : May I inquire if such withdrawals as are referred to in 
part (a) of the question come to a very heavy amount per annum 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster.: I have already, in answer to 
the question, stated that since the 21st September, there have been no 
applications of this kind dealt with by Government. 

Mr. B. Das : May I inquire of the Honourable Member as to what is 
the normal annual sum of withdrawal previous to the 21st of this month 
by Government officials for the purpose of purchasing such single-pay- 
ment life policies f 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am afraid I have no statis- 
tics on that question. 

Export of Gold prom India. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Sir, with your permission, I would 
like to ask a short notice question. 

Will Government be pleased to state : 

(а) the total value of gold bullion exported by means of private 

export from India since 21st September, 1931 ; 

(б) whether Government propose to prohibit the private export of 

gold from this country ; and 

(c) whether Government as currency authority propose to buy gold 
at a rate whicli will be approximately ih parity with the- 
sterling-dollar exchange. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, according to my in- 
formation, the value of gold exports up to Tuesday last was about 150 
lakhs. I have not yet got returns from the Controller of Currency since 
Tuesday last, and any subsequent information which I have on the sub- 
ject is contained in Press notices. 

As regards parts (d) and (r?) of the queslion, Government have the 
matter under their consideration ; and that I think is all that I can say at 
the moment. 

Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : Sir, in view of the fact that evi- 
dently people who are exporting gold want currency, does not the 
Honourable Member think that this will be a good opportunity for the 
Government as currency authority to purchase gold more in accordance 
with the prevailing market rate and thereby take this opportunity of 
increasing their gold reserves ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable friend is 
asking me a rather difficult question. Government naturally are reluct- 
ant to interfere with the ordinary operations of private trade. On the 
other hand, if Government purchased gold in present conditions, that 
would raise a very difficult question. Government are at present under 
an obligation to buy gold at a price which of course is entirely out of 
parity with the present price. I would like to know whether my Honour- 
able friend considers that it is against the public interest that gold 
should be exported by private individuals at present. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty : When the monetary gold available 
hi the country goes out, I consider. Sir, that it would be wise on the 

a2 



IMKI LBCilSLAnVS AfiSIBXBIiY. [SttpOOTOBBR 1931. 

IW;rt of Qoyeniment, especially wlvsn their gold reserves are very siaall, 
to take that opportunity to purehase gold and increase their gold re- 
serves. Incidentally, this will result in the expansion of currency very 
much indeed for trade purposes. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : May 1 ask 

Mr. President : Let Mr. Chetty’s question be answered first, Mr. 
Moore. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think my Honourable 
friend hapdly asked a question ; but in answer to his remarks, all I 
can say is that I shall give the fullest consideration to the argument he 
has put forward. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty : 1 did not put it in the form of a. 
question, but I was merely replying to a question which the Honourable 
Member himself put to me. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : May I ask, Sir, whether the Honourable the 
Finance Member is considering the possibility of an embargo upon the 
export of gold, in order to prevent this heavy export of gold by private 
persons t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think I have dealt with 
that ^as far as I was able to deal with it at the present moment, in 
answering the original question. ‘ I said that the Government have the 
whole matter under their consideration, but that it raises very difficult 
issues. ^ 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : Did not Government have this matter under 
their consideration before the issue of Ordinance No. VII ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It was one of the points 
which we naturally did consider. 

Sir Hari Singh Gour : With what results. Sir ? Have they been as 
expected ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : With the result, that we 
decided that we had better wait and see ! 

Mr. B. Das : Has not the Honourable Member received represents* 
tions from the various Merchants’ Chambers urging him to take this 
opportunity of expanding his eurrency in order to stop the export of 
gold 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I have received certain re- 
presentations from various Indian Merchants^ Chambers ; and as a very 
prominent member of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce? 
has, according to the Press reports, been himself the largest exporter of 
gold, I am prepared to suggest to them that they might perhaps them- 
selves take some action in the matter. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that that prominent member of the Fede- 
ration is also a business man and from a business point of view he has to 
handle any business that brings in profit ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; I quite agree with my 
Honourable friend that in the life of a business man his motives as a 
busi^e^s man and as an Indian patriot may often come into conflict. 
(Laughtisip.) 
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not a fact that England has* passed an embargo On 
the aaport of gold and should we not follow the same practice in India f 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : As far as I am aware 
England has passed no embargo on the export of gold. 

Bfr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty : As my Honourable friend suggests 
that there is such a big difference between the price of gold at which the 
ciprency authority will purchase it and the market rate, and also a 
difference between the price of gold in India and the price of gold in 
other countries, will the efforts on the part of an unofficial body like the 
Federation have such effects as control by Government in placing an 
embargo on gold ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; I am not suggesting Itha^t 
any individual action can have the same effect as an embargo by the Gov- 
ernment on the export of gold. But an embargo by the Government on 
the export of gold is a very drastic measure and requires very careful 
consideration before Government can adopt it. 


THE INDIAN PRESS (EMERGENCY POWERS) BILL— confd. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar (Home Member) : Sir, I move 
that the Press Bill, as amended, be passed. 

Sir Hard Singh Gk>ur (Central Provinces, Hindi Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Sir, I know that what I am going to say will not have 
the slighest effect upon Government, who have carried clause after clause 
yesterday and the day before by their ruthless majority, in spite of the 
criticisms of the Members of the Opposition. Sir, this is one of the Bills 
upon which the public at large have expressed their views in no uncer- 
tain terms and it is one of those Bills in which five Members of the 
Opposition serving on the Select Committee had recorded their respect- 
ful but emphatie protest against certain clauses which they thought re- 
quired amendment. The other day I pointed out to the House that those 
clauses were of the very essence of the Bill, and amendments were neces- 
sary for the purpose of safeguarding the Press and public rights. In 
spite of our appeal to the Honourable the Home Member and to those 
who sit behind him, we were not able to force to a successful division 
any of the clauses. The fact remains that the Bill as it emerged from 
the Select Committee, in spite of its numerous defects, is about to be- 
come law and we sitting on this side of the House, though few in num- 
bers and on the eve of a dissolution of the Assembly, shall be failing in 
the discharge of our duty as the spokesmen and representatives of the 
public if we allow this motion to pass without a protest. I know. Sir, it 
is now too late to ask the Honourable the Home Member to reconsider his 
decision, and even if we were not too late, I know his mentality and it 
would be futile to ask him to once more exercise his reason in the in- 
terests of the public, in the interests of the Press, and indeed in the in- 
terests of the established Government itself. For what has been the 
result of this Bill and what would be the result of this Bill 1 The dis- 
sentient Members pointed out that the most operative clause, clause 4, 
was extremely defective in its wording and Honourable Members point- 
ed out that sub-clause (ft) of clause 4 was so largely worded that it 
Would neutralise in many cases the effect of the dominant clause (a). 
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Honourable Members will remember that that clause punishes a person 
who : • ■ ' . ' 

** directly or indirectly expresses approval of any person who has comniitted or is 

alleged or represented to have committed any such offence.” 

Sir, I can visualise to myself the case of a soldier of the Crown who 
by his gallantry on the battle-field has, let us say, earned the well- 
coveted decoration of the Victoria Cross. In a moment of misguided 
frenzy he commits a murder. The Press says that this man has com- 
mitted a murder and is, therefore, likely to suffer the penalty of the law, 
but at the same time it must be remembered that he was a man who 
had served his country and the Crown by his services on the battle- 
field. That statement unconnected with the murder, recounting a mere 
statement of fact would be exposed to the penalty of sub-clause (b) of 
clause 4(1). I am quite aware of the explanation that has been added 
to clause 4, but as Honourable llembers have pointed out, that explana- 
tion is shorn of its effect by the last words, which lay down that even a 
work of literary or historical importance may be exposed to the penalty 
of the section if it has the tendency described in clause (a). Sir, the 
Honourable the Home Member remembers that in the well known worlcs of 
the greatest poet in the English language, we have plays like Julius 
Caesar and Macbeth and we have the statement of Brutus who justifies 
the murder of Julius Cacvsar on the ground of public necessity. That 
statement, Sir, and the whole play of Julius Caesar would be exposed tc 
the penalty of this section 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Including Mark Antony’s speech ? 

Sir Hari Singh Guur : Sir, it will be left to the tender mercies of 
the Home Member to exempt the passage of IMark Antony if he wishes, 
but the wliole play would come under the provisions of clause 4 and the 
explanation because it has a distinct tendency to counsel the murder of 
tyrannical rulers. Take the case of Macbeth and the statement of Lady 
Macbeth. That play itself would come under the provisions of this clause 
under this explanation. I am quite sure that in his multifarious ])rcoccn- 
pations the Honourable the Home Member must be occasionally casting a 
glance at t]j*it classical work by Thomas Carlyle on the French devolution. 
I recall to him the statement contained in that work on the storming of 
the Bastille and what a vivid passage occurs there : 

" Oh sojisj and friends of France, lovers of liberty, you by j^our blood :iiid by your 
steel prepare the dawn for the liberation of your country ! ” 

That, Sir, w’oiild be one of the most obnoxious classical works having a 
tendency to tell the people of France, and through the people of France 
the people of the ^vorld at large, that if you wish to end tyranny it can 
only be by applying the doctrine of blood and iron. That is wdiat Thomas 
Carlyle in his History of the French Revolution so vividly depicts. Sir, 
all these works, the greatest classics in the English language, would come 
under the provisions of this clause which is, I submit, so largely worded 
that it is (‘iitirely left to the executive to say as to what shall be printed 
and what shall not be printed. Sir, I am sure that if the Honourable tlie 
Home Mtiinber had left the decision of this question to the free vote of 
the House, if he has said that this is a highly controversial Bill brought 
at almost the close of the Session and that it will affect a very large body 
of the public, namely the Press and through them the public at large, I 
am quite, sure, that the result would have been very different, Because I 
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see before me Ilonourable Members who are pledged td support the - flOiV* 
erimieiit. But if they were free to vote according* to their conaciooee* 
they would have hesitated in doing so and I am sure my Hpnouvabte 
friend, Sir Lancelot Graham, would have been the most vocal in exclaim* 
ing, following the example of his lialf namesake, Launcelot Gabbo, “ Cer- 
tainly my (jonscienee will serve me to run away from this clause, my 
master (Laughter.) But, Sir, disciplined as they are under the crack 
of the whip, it is not for them to reason why but to march blind-fold to 
the lobby that the Honourable Member may point to them, and therefore, 

I say that the Honourable the Home Member cannot congratulate himself 
upon his acliievement in placing this reactionary measure upon the Statute- 
book. Whatever may be the view of the Honourable the Home Member, we 
as representatives of the people have no duty but to assist the Govern- 
ment so far as the Government were right and to oppose them when it is 
found that they were wrong. Because we feel that the necessity for a 
measure of this kind had been made out, we immediately and willinirly 
served on the Select Committee and there we gave our unfettered opinion 
as to what we considered to be necessary for the purpose immediately in 
hand. We were defeated in the Select Committee and we have been de- 
feated in the open House. But we have one satisfaction, that whatever 
may be the result of this Bill, Ilonourable Members on this side are unani- 
mous in supporting the dissentient view of their representatives and of the 
country. Sir, if it were the only clause, it would be a serious blot upon 
the Bill. But there are other clauses equally obnoxious to the plain 
provisions of the Statute law both in England and in this country. I do 
not wish at this late hour to tire the House by referring in greater de- 
tail to those clauses, but I cannot help feeling that the amount of security 
that is demanded from the keepers and publishers of these petty presses, 
who arc the main olfenders, if not the sole offenders, according to the view 
of the Government, is not only excessive but even prohibitive. Presses 
worth Rs. 100 or 200 or 300 may be called upon to deposit a security to the 
tune of Rs. 10,000. Sir, it would have been kindness indeed if the Hon- 
ourable the Horne Member had retained the clause regarding forfeiture. 
Forfeiture in that case would have implied forfeiture of small presses, 
perhaps a small lithographic press, which a man is able to put in a gunny 
bag and cany upon his shoulders. But that has not been the case. The 
substitution of fine or security has been out of all proportion to the value 
of the j)res.s. 

Sir, dealing with the powers of the High Court, I pointed out at very 
great length that the power t/iat is given to the High Court in the Bill in 
many cases would be illusory. The High Courts in India eonstitued as 
they arc, are the custodians of the people's rights and liberties, and with 
all their defects, the people still look uj) to them as the palladium of the 
people since they stand at are expected to stand between the Government 
and the peoyde when the Government go wrong and the people have a right 
to safeguard. But the power that has been given to the High Court of 
merely <!Icciding as to whether the security was rightly denmnded is a 
power which, I submit, would not be conducive to the ends of justice. For, 
the High C^ourts may find that while the security was rightly demanded, 
the amount of security is excessive. In that case, the High Court will be 
powerless to act. Sir, I am not despondent, because after what I have said 
in this House, I am quite sure that this clause of the Indian Legislature 
is likely to be challenged in a court of law because it contravenes sec- 
tion 107 of the Government of India Act and of the Letters Patent to 
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i^di I made r^fereom <tb« oth«ir dqjr. Whatever yon may do, if yoor 
pie>irer is vUra viret, whatever you may do if you have not expresdy 
amwded flie Letters Patoat, the powers of the Chartered High Ccmrt 
wei^d remain ui^paired. That is my small consolation in referring to 

clause. 

.There is one more point and it wOl be the last, illustrative of what 
I have f;ot to say on the subject. The clause which condemns the press 
to forfeiture, takes no note of the fact that that press may be subject to 
hon& encumbrances. Case after case occurs in this country in which 
a poor man either purchases a press on what is known as the hire imr- 
chasc system or he mortgages the press in anticipation of starting it. In 
all thrae cases, the mortgagee or the encumbrancer knows nothing at all 
about the purpose to which that press might be put. There are cases now 
when yon find that illustrated articles appear in the papers. The illustra- 
tions are taken from one press that specialises in producing illustrations. 
In such cases the language of the clause is so widely worded that both 
the presses are liable to come within the penalties of the Bill. I, therefore, 
submit that this is one of those clauses upon which the Ooveimmcnt should 
have given way. In the Select Committee as I pointed out to this House, 
the .question of bona fide encumbrancers was supported by the majority of 
the members, but the Honourable the Home Member would not accept the 
'dew of the majority. Whatever may be the case, we pressed upon the 
Government the desirability 'of doing this small justice to bond fide inno- 
cent encumbrancers and charge-holders. Even that appeal fell flat upon 
the Treasury Benches and why ? If this Bill had been introduced in 
this House in the earlier part of the Session, instead of my going over 
to the Home Member and cajoling him to accept these clauses, yon would 
have seen the spectacle of the Home Member coming over to me and 
cajoling me to accept some reasonable compromise. That 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : May I point out that the original 
Bill containing this provision was introduced on the very first day of the 
Sesmou t 

Sir Hari Singh Oonr : The Honourable the Home Member reminds me 
of that unsavoury chapter in which he has taken so conspicuous a part. A 
Bill was introduced on the first day ; a few days after, that Bill was gone 
and another Bill was introduced, 'i^at is the good of referring to the 
introduction of a Bill earlier in the Session f This House was never given 
an opportunity of criticising the Bill after it emerged from the Select 
Committee and by the time it came before this House from the Select 
Committee the Session was practically at an end. That, I submit, is the 
gtievance of the Members of the Opposition. The majority of them find- 
ing that the work of the Simla Session was over and that highly contro- 
versial measures would be held over for the Delhi Session, left the place : 
others .who had other engagements had to leave Simla, with the result that 
We see the few Members left to constitute the Opposition. That is our 
gmeyauce. All I say is that the Honourable the Home Member has taken 
a mean.adyant^ of the absence of a majority of Mmibers of the Oppo- 
sitien : he i^ould have held over this Bill 

'Mir. Atthnr'Mbore (Bengal : European) ; On a point of order. Sir, 
is the .Iiononrable Member in order in saying that the Home M«mb<nr has 
taken. ' a meaii advantage f ! 
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Kr Hwri Singh Cknir : I think the Statesman naes stronger language , 
even than that, 

Mr. f resident : Stronger language may be used outside in the Press 
but that is no justification for using it in the Assembly. The phrase 
mean advantage '' is a very offensive expression and I will not allow it. 

Sir Singh Qoiir : I do not think the Hmiourable the Home 
Member himself objects : he thinks it is very common. If he objects I 
withdraw it. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : It is not a common expression 
oil this side of the House. 

Mr. President ; The Chair objects to that expression. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : All right, Sir. The Honourable the Home 
Member has taken undue advantage of the thinness of the Opposition. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member must withdraw the word 
mean 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : I have withdrawn it, Sir. I say he has taken 
undue advantage of the thinness of this House, and the result is that he 
had a walk-over upon all clauses which we considered to be the most offend- 
ing features of this Bill. It is useless to cry over spilt milk. The Bill is 
now going through, and within a few moments it will become law. But 
let not the occupants of the Treasury Benches go away with the impression 
that they have passed this measure with the concurrence of the elected 
representatives of this House. Let them go awa.y with the solatium that 
if this Bill had come before this House earlier in the Session when con- 
tested and controversial questions were being agitated, this House would 
have fought these clauses inch by inch and prevented their entry into the 
Statute-book. That is the assurance we wish to give to the Honourable 
the Home Member. He may enact this measure; he may impose it, but he 
will never find any support either from the Members of the Opposition or 
from the public outside who are watching the work of the Legislative 
Assembly. The other day the Honourable the Home Member was pleased lo 
characterise this Assembly as haying deteriorated into a debating society. 
I do not wish to retaliate 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : On a personal explanation, Sir. 
If the Honourable gentleman will refer to Avhat I said on the occasion, 
he will find that his interpretation of what I said is entirely incorrect. All 
I said on that occasion was that the speeches of some Honourable Members 
opposite might indicate that they were taking part in a debating society 
instead of in a Legislative Assembly. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour ; I leave the Members of the House to draw 
their ow'n conclusions as to the eft'ect of the language used by the Honour- 
able the Home Member. But judging from the pressure that has been 
brought to bear upon me from all sides of the elected portion of this Ilouse, 
judging from the indignation which was felt by the Members on this side of 
the House when the Honourable the Home Member used the expression 
which he said he did — ^he also characterised the arguments of some Member 
on this ftide of the House as absurd and ridiculous — ^that I submit is the 
positibn into which this House has beeii brought and had to submit, be- 
cause ’this Bill was taken towards the fag end of the session. If these ei- 
prMions^had been used when the House was in full force, this House 
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would have known how to vindicate its rights and its privileges. That 
time has gone. .... . 

Mr. Anar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) ; Do it during the Finance Bill. 

Sir Hari Singh Oour : My friend tells me ‘‘Do it during the 
Finance Bill That would not be the occasion to do it. This is the 
occasion, when the Press Bill is under discussion ; and as soon as the 
Press Bill is passed we forget and forgive the Members of the Treasury 
Benches for what they have done and for wdiat they have accomplished. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : We can forgive but cannot forget. 

Sir Abdur Rahim (Calcutta and Suburbs : Muhammadan Urban) : 
Sir, 1 wish to register my protest against the passing of this double-faced 
measure in as few words as possible. I call it a double-faced measure be- 
cause it j)rofesses to be one thing while its provisions are something very 
different. It professes in the title and preamble to be a Bill to control 
writings which incite to crimes of violence and murder ; while if you 
examine liie provisions of the Bill, as we have examined it on this side of 
the House, you will find that it is perfectly clear that what the Govern- 
ment aim at and 'svhat they have secured is control of the entire Press of 
the country. Clause 3 gives them that control and the wide powers vested 
in the executive Government emphasise that control. But that is not tiie 
title and preamble of the Bill. It is a deceptive measure and on that 
ground alone we are entitled to enter our .emphatic protest against it. We 
all know that the Press in this country is divided into two sections. One 
which is conducted by the Anglo-Indian community mainly to support 
Government, and the other I claim represents true Indian public opinion. 
When you vest the control of the Press in the Government so that it is to 
find wliether certain sections of the Press have or have not offended against 
the provisions of clause 4 of this Bill, it really means that the Government 
will exercise that control, as we know from past experience, against the 
Press which criticises its measures and it will not apply those provisions 
to that section of the Press which carries on proi)aganda in favour of 
Government 

Mr. Arthur Moore : When you were in the Bengal Governmeat, you 
controlled the Press ? 

Sir Abdnr Rahim : I had nothing to do with the Press. Certain 
friends on this side have pointed out that there is a paper which cjills 
itself as the friend of India, but which repeatedly acts against Tndui's 
interest. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : Save us from such friends. 

Sir Abdur Rahim ; That paper, 1 understand, is represent^ by my 
Honourable friend, the Leader of the European Group here. Sir, I take 
no objection to that. I think if my friends on this side of the House knew 
the mentality of what is called the European Group, they would realise at 
once that there is a distinction between being a friend of India and being 
a friend of the Indian .people. Sir, that paper pretends to be the friend 
of India. - That does not mean that it is a friend of the Indian people. 
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India, we |'now, is th,e property and possession of Britjain, Rnd so in tliat 
sense an Anglo-Indian paper can always say, ‘‘ We are bSi-iendirig onr 
own possession , but that is a very different proposition from befriending 
the people oF India. As regards this European Group, I should like to 
challenge the very name of this group- Do they represent here Pii^nce, 
Germany, Poland, Russia or do they represent here Britain ? Why then 
this false name ? Why do they claim to represent Europeans ? If they 
said that they represented Britain, if they said that they represented Bn«^- 
laud, Wales and Scotland or Ireland or South Africa 

Mr. John Tait (Burma : European) : On a point of order, Sir. Has 
what the Honourable gentleman says about the European Group got an,v- 
thing to do with the Press Bill ? 

Sir Abdur Rahim : It only requires very little judgment to find out 
the connection. I do not know for whose benefit this mLsuomcr has l)ccn 
adopted. Is it for the lienefit of Europeans or for the benefit of Indians ? 
Surely the Europeans generally are not deceived ; they know they have 
no interest in India. Then why this assumption of a false title on the part 
of my fritmds who sit on the otlier side ? 

Sii'i a great deal has been said about the way the Government secure 
their majority. They know that very well. They have their own block, 
the solid official block, the silent block, which is carried along with them 
wherever they go. They have then a certain number of men, gentlemen 
who are extremely anxious, much too anxious to assume the responsibility 
of office. Tliey see visions every day of the mantle of some office falling on 
their sliouUlers. Is it then very difficult for the Government to carry such 
people witli them f Most certainly not. 

Then. Sir, as regards the manner in which the Honourable the Home 
Member has conducted the Bill through this House. T must say once again 
that it has left a very bitter taste in our mouth. He has not improved 
either his own position or that of his Government. Sir, the Bill will be 
passed in a few moments, but I can assure the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber that the Bill as it has emerged now, will never be acceptable to the 
country. Tliere will be a chorus of protests throughout the land, be- 
cause the Bill goes far beyond its object and scope. The Government had 
no business to widen its scope in ihe effective provisions of the Bill, and 
that is exactly what has been done. They have also tried to stifle absolu- 
tely certain branches of the business of printing. We have asked them 
repeatedly, and none of them could justify that i)rovision, why those print- 
ing presses ■which have not offended against clause 4 of the Bill should be 
called upon to furnish security, why there should be forfeiture without a 
proper inquiry. Here is a Bill wliich cannot be justified from any point 
of view. T could justify under certain circumstances executive measures 
pure and simple for purpose's like these, but not a measure of this mixed 
character. You kiiow^ Sir, there is a dish known in India called hitckrL 
That is exactly the sort of Bill which has been introduced and which is 
going to 1)0 passed in this House. 

Mr. Arthur Moore : Sir, the Honourable^Member who just sat down 
challenged the title of this group. 1 do not propose tc follov/ his example, 
hecause I think that the Honourable the Leader of the Inde])endant Party 
has chosen the title of his party very well. He in particular is extremely 
independent. He is independent of all the trammels and restraints that 
WORld fetter? most men who had held the positions in public life. that he 
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The Honourable Member has been a Judge of the High Court ; 
be has been a Member of the Bengal Government 

^Sir AMur Bahun : But not a slave. (Applause.) 

Mr. Arthur Moore : He was a member of the Bengal Government. 
I have never accused any Member of the Bengal Government of being a 
slave, and my Honourable friend was a Member of the Bengal Government 
when they introduced a far more sweeping Ordinance than any that exists 
at present, one extremely rigorous in character. Then my friend used 
very different language. He attacks what he calls the Anglo-Indian Press, 
and what is the head and front of the offending of the Anglo-Indian 
Press ? It has not changed its attitude towards Indian aspirations. He 
did noi complain of its support when he was a Member of the Government. 
But now the wliole head and front of its oifence is that it attacks violence, 
for otherwise that Press stands exactly where it stood. 

Sir Abdur Rahim : No doubt about it. (Laughter from the 
Nationalist Benches.) 

Mr. Arthur Moore : It is now taking a definite stand against the 
outbreak of terrorism in this country and in the Honourable Member’s 
own province, and he comes to this House and uses language of that 
character. Sir, I think that opposition to the Bill, which is based upon 
such specious pleas, should not be treated very seriously. As regards the 
remarks that were let fall by the Leader of the Nationalist Party, I cannot 
help saying that I have never seen a more elaborate and .artificial attempt 
to manufacture a grievance. What are the facts, which are perfectly 
well known to tJie Honourable Member opposite ? The Bill was introduced 

at the very beginning of this Session {Sir Hari Singh Oour : “ This 

Bill f ”) That is my Honourable friend’s point. He wishes to take 
advantage of the mistake of the Assembly Department to manufacture a 
grievance. He knows perfectly well that the Bill was introduced at the 
beginning of this Session, — ^this Bill before it was revised by the Select 
Committee. The Bill was revised by the Select Committee at the earliest 
oiDpo.'’tuiiity after full debate, and the Bill as revised by the Select Com- 
mittee was before this House for over a week before it came up for dis- 
cussion. I may have been Avrong, but I understand that he agreed with 
the procedure that was finally adopted in order to obviate that mistake ; 
and I do not think that my Honourable friend is justified at this stage in 
mjkiijg that a grievance or in pretending that this Bill has not had the 
very fullest discussion in this House. 

Mr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Bohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non* 
Muhammadan Rural) : The Honourable the Home Member the other 
day compared some of the speakers on this side to amateurish debaters 
and he waa reminded almost of an amateur debating society on this side 
of the House. It is mainly the fault of the Montagu-Chelmsford consti- 
tution that this side of the House has no more power than to debate, 
and it is because it is deprived of the power to carry on the administra- 
tion of the country even if it happens to be in a majority that this side 
of the House is not adequately represented to-day in this debate. Wise 
men on this side thought that silence would be golden, and therefore, they 
did not want to indulge in silvery words of opposition. Sir, I believe we 
do not taket onr stand on the fact that the opposition on this side has 
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not represented^ its strength on the floor of the House .as it should have 
done on this Bill and in this debate. 1 am willing to concede that the 
Government introduced this measure at the very beginning of the Session. 

I am willing to go further and say that they introduced the measure at 
the Delhi Session. I agree with the Honourable the Leader of the European 
Group that we are not here to take advantage of an unfortunate mistake, 
which is not the mistake of the Assembly Department alone (Hear, hear). 
My Honourable friend, Mr. Amar Nath Dutt, remarks that it is a mistake 

of the Select Committee (JIfr. Amar Nath Dutt : “ Of the Chairman 

of the Select Committee ”) and he says Of the Chairman of the Select 

Committee, Mr. Arthur Moore. 1 say it is a mistake of every one of us 
present in this House (ilfr. Gaya Prasad Singh: ‘‘No, no’*). My 
Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh says, “ No, no I say, 
Y.'S ”, because the Gazette is supplied to us and we are supposed to 
have read the Gazette and we are supposed to have seen the thing and 
brought it to the notice of the Government then and there for the issue 
of a correction in the matter. Therefore, every one of us is to blame 
(Mr. B, Das : “ Including the Government ”), — ^iiicluding the Government 
of cciurse, because the Assembly Department is part of the Goveruiuent . . 

(Mr. B. Das : Why did not the Honourable the Home Member read, 

and why did not Sir Lancelot Graham read, the Gazette ? ”) Yes, Sir, 
Sir Lancelot Graham is as guilty as myself in this matter, and the 
llnnourable the Home Member is as guilty as my Honourable friend, Mr. 
B. Das. (Laughter.) All of us are guilty in this respect, and the less 
the fault of the Assembly Department is mentioned in this House the 
better. I see because of this mistake the Statesman of Calcutta through 
its special representative has already had a fling at the Assembly Depart- 
ment, w^hich was unworthy of tlic Statesman, especially as the Editor of 
the Statesman happens to be the Leader of the European Group and the 
representative of the Statesman happens to enjoy in the Press gallery the 
hospitality conceded to him by the head of the Assembly Department 

Mr. Arthur Moore : On a point of order. Sir. Is the Honourable 
Member justified in making allegations of this kind which cannot be 
refuted on the floor of the House ! 

Mr. 0. S. Bauga Iyer : I am going to prove it presently. My 
justification is this. The Statesman of Calcutta-Delhi three days ago 
published a statement that, because of the separation of the Assembly De- 
partment owing to Mr. Patel, therefore this mistake w^as committed 
{Cries of “ Shame ”) ; otherwise it would not have been committed. 
{Cries of “ Shame ”.) And Mr. Arthur Moore does not read his own 
newspaper. It is time he read his own paper and prevented it from 
indulging in such mischief. I did not want to rub it in. I was very 
polite, but the Honourable gentleman had the audacity to rise on a point 
of order, forgetting the mischief that his own paper had perpetrated. 

Sir, I would follow the example of my Honourable friend, Sir Lancelot 
Graham, who on that occasion when the matter was brought to the notice 
of the House, and said with a sincerity and sportsmanship for which 
I have known him ever since I entered this Assembly, and very rightly 
said, that as Secretary of the Legislative Department he sympathised with 
the Secretary of the Assembly Department. I wish that that point of 
*nistake had not been, made in the course of the debate, and I for my 
o'vn part would treat this Bill as one that was introduced at the beginning 
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of this Session, because as I have already said, it was only a very un- 
forliinate error which could not be helped. 

Sir, the Honourable the Leader of the European Group, while 
levelling his attack against our esteemed friend, the Leader of the Indepen- 
dent Group, said that his criticism of the attitude of the Anglo-Indian 
Press not justified. It is justified by the fact that, long before this 
Bill was introduced, the Anglo-Indian Press carried on a raging, tearing 
campaign asking for the introduction of a Bill of this kind, and, but 
for the support that the Government had received from the Anglo-Indian 
Press, they might have not been perhaps in the same hurry to introduce 
the Bill which they introduced in this House, and, but for tlie work that 
we did in the Select Committee, the Bill would not have been so radically 
altered as it has been. If the Anglo-Indian Press and their representatives 
had their own way in the matter, judging from their writings in the news- 
papers and their speeches on the floor of this House when the Bill was 
first introduced — ^if they had had their own way in the matter, this Bill 
would not have been altered as it has been altered. Sir, the Honourable 
the Leader of the European Group said, and very rightly said, that the 
Anglo-Indian Press stands to-day where it stood, say 150 years or 100 
years ago 

Mr. Arthur Moore : I said nothing of the kind. 

Mr. 0. 8. Banga Iyer : The Honourable gentleman was trying to 
interrupt me in the middle of the sentence, and therefore, I must repeat 
what he said. He said that the Anglo-Indian Press stands where it stood, 
I say 100 years ago, opposed to terrorism. So, are we opposed to terrorism. 
He said the Anglo-Indian Press do not want terrorism, and if by that he 
insinuated — I hope he did not insinuate that we were in favour of terrorism, 
he is only misrepresenting us as the Anglo-Indian Press has been endeavour- 
ing to misrepresent the Opposition on this side of the House. We are 
opposed to terrorism and if we do not support this measure, it is because 
we are convinced that it will not be wholly directed merely to newspapers 
which encourage terrorism or adore the terrorist for there are grievous 
defects, very serious defects in this Bill. It was not adequately dealt with 
in this House. The clause relating to violence was quite unnecessary for 
the purpose of this Bill, for we are only concerned with terrorism and 
the terrorist and if I had been convinced that this Bill as it stands to-day 
would not be abused, I would at any rate have thought it my duty to 
support this Bill, if T could at the same time be convinced that the 
passing of this Bill would stamp out terrorism. I am perfectly convinced 
that this Bill wdll leave the terrorist untouched. The very fact that all 
over the country responsible newspapers have been suspending publication 
of the paper for one day as a mark of protest at the passing of this measure 
ought to convince the Honourable^ the Home Member and the European 
Group that the passing of this Bill is resented by responsible organs of 
constitutional agitation. 

Sir, I must now turn my attention to the Honourable the Home 
Member. Throughout this debate, I regret that the Honourable the Home 
Member did not accept even one or two of our important amendments 
because he considered that they were so vital to the Bill, amendments such 
as the asking of a double security from the printer and the publisher, 
when the printer and the publisher happened to be one and the same. 
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aniendmente such as putting the old press and the‘ new pi^s bn the same 
footing, amendments in respect of demanding an advance security from 
the new press should the Magistrate think that such a security should.be 
demanded. If in these two matters he had agreed, we might not have 
pressed so much the judicialising of the procedure. I knew it was more 
difficult for him to accept the motion relating to the judicialising of the 
procedure. If the Honourable the Home Member had only, stune imagina- 
tion, if he had only thought what a tremendous weapon the Press would 
be on his side if he had judicialised the procedure, I am sure he would 
iiol have taken up an attitude which he in his responsibility to his 
executive in this country, thought proper to take up. 

Sir, the other day the Honourable the Law Member in his veiw powerful 
advocacy of the Government cause said that he would be a better supporter 
of the Press than myself on this side of the House and he thought that the 
Press exercised much greater influence in the country than f thought it 
did. Sir, I differ from the Honourable the Law Member, and at this 
final stage of this Bill, I repeat my difference with his judgment in this 
luatter and with the pronouncement that he made on the floor of this 
House. When the Law Member and I differ what are we to do ? We 
can only appeal to one of his predecessors in office, a distinguished pre- 
decessor, nearly as brilliant and almost as competent. I refer to Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru who presided over the Press Laws Committee. Sir 
Tej Bahadur Sapru and his Committee made the following observations 
which I have since discovered and I think they are in agreement witli me 
more than the Law Member. They say : 

We believe that the more direct and violent forms of sedition are now dia- 
semiaatod more from the platform and through the agency of itinerary propagandists 
than by the Press and no press law can be effective for the repressiou of such 
activities. In our opinion therefore it must be admitted that tho Act has not been 
wholly effect ive in sccujing the object which it was enacted to achUve. Wo observe 
that ono witness before us wont so far as to say that it has been bo^h futile and 
irritating. ' * 

And what. Sir, was the purpose of that Act ? If only the Honourable 
the Law Member roads the speech of a distinguished predecessor of his, a 
great man whom the whole country held in adoration in his day, I refer 
to Lord Sinha wdio was an honour to the profession to which the Honour- 
able the Law lilember has the honour to belong, he would find tliat the 
principal purpose of that Act was nothing short of this — to stop lerrorism 
in the country. Lord Sinha then said in his speech in the old Imperial 
Legislative Council that the principal purpose of the Press Bill wan to 
cut off the fuel that fed terrorism. It is in the same strain that the 
Honourable the Law Member and the Honourable the Home Member have 
spoken throughout this debate. Their purpose is to stop the newspaper 
Press, should it be inclined to support terrorism and to adore the terrorist. 
When this Bill is passed, they will find that terrorism will not be affected 
by it at all and if the Magistrates are so inclined, they will follow a policy of 
using this measure to suppress the legitimate and healthy activities of 
the civil disobedience Press. 

1 hope that the Honourable the Home Member, now that he is in 
sight of victory, will not abuse the fruits of his victory and that the 
Government of India will issue instructions to Local Governments to see 
to it that this Bill is not in any way applied to any of the newspapers 
^hich carry on a policy of bond fide civil disobedience or constitutional 
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agitation. That instruction must be definitely issued to Local Qovern- 
ments in view of the misuse and abuse of the old Press Act. It was said 
of Hannibal that he knew how to gain a victory, but not how to use it. 
Let it not be said of the Honourable the Home Member, now that he is 
in sight of victory, that after achieving victoi^, he did not know how to 
use It, and that instead of getting the constitutionalists on his side, he 
forced them to go to the other side of the fence. I hope the Home Member 
will be inclined to take this advice of mine. 

Lastly, Napoleon once said “ four hostile newspapers are more to be 
feared than a thousand bayonets It is the Napoleonic view that the 
Honourable the Law Member took the other day, but I would while 
admitting that the Press was the Archimedean Lever which moved the 
world, while it had great strength, it was occasionally inclined to abuse 
its strength. Still there is greater strength on the part of the Govern- 
ment, now that this Bill vests authority in the Government and it becomes 
the duty of the Government to see to it that while the Press Act gives them 
the strength of a giant, they do not abuse it like a giant. With these 
words I once again appeal to the Honourable the Home Member to see 
to it that this Bill does not create mischief which the Government will 
have to deplore. I may also say incidentally that we on this side of the 
House propose to take every step in future to see that this Bill is repealed 
or at any rate sufficiently modified, and I do hope that Honourable 
Members on this side of the House will talce the earliest opportunity of 
introducing a repealing measure in the Legislative Assembly when it 
meets at Delhi (Applause V Sir, lastly, I am reminded, though in a 
contrary sense, of an old saying of a fellow-countryman of the Honourable 
the Home Member. The Scots wear short patience and long daggers/' 
On the other hand, the Honourable the Home Member has shown himself 
to have a long patience, beginning from the Delhi Session, and a short 
dagger — the one dagger that went home to this side of the House and 
which drew forth many a long dagger from this side. Sir, I would like 
to compare this Assembly to something like a tennis court, in which it is 
the duty of the Opposition to hit the Government as hard as it can, and 
it is the duty of the Government to return the ball with the samcf vigour. 
Incidentally, we develop the sporting habit. (Applause.) 

Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I need congratulate myself that after all I have 
succeeded in catching the eye of the Chair towards the end of tliis 
Session 

Mr. President : I should like to ask the Honourable Member whether 
he wishes to insinuate that the Chair deliberately did not see him earlier 
in the Session 1 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Nothing of the sort, Sir, but the next 
sentcJice which I Wanted to utter would have cleared the situation ; I was 
just going to say that I need not however make it a cause of complaint 
when I find that I have got my seat at the farthest end of this big luall. 
Sir, after the Bill has. been discussed for so many days and after all the 
arguments in favour of and against the Bill have been exhausted, it would 
be very difficult for me to contribute fresh arguments on the subject. Sir, 
I am prepared, to concede that the Bill under discussion is bound to place 
some control oh the freedom of the Press, But, Sir, all the laws in this 
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world, whether religious or secular, are meant ta control; the Mtipns of 
human beings. My religious laws restrict the libeihiv 'of mv actions. The 
Bible restricts the liberty of action of Christians. The V^as control the 
liberty of action of the Hindus, and other religious books of those who 
follow them. In the same way the secular laws control i)ther actions and 
liberty of the people. 

Mr. K. Ahmed (Rajshahi Division : Muhammadan Rural) : What 
about the quotation from the Bhagavad-Gita already cited ? 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Yes, the Bhagavad-Gita does restrict the 
liberty of those who believe in it, but not of unbelievers like my friend, 
Mr. K. Ahmed, who does not believe in anything, religious or secular, and 
who has no decorum or decency. 

Mr. k. Ahmed : That is rather irrelevant. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; Sir, I submit that no Member should indulge 
in such personal remarks against an Honourable Member avIio has been in 
this House as long as he has been, and who is a member of the Calcutta 
Bar ! 

Mr. E. Ahmed : Yes, I am much older than he in the Assembly, 
in experience and he does not know that ; nor has he the experience and 
knowledge of Parliamentary etiquette, though he was President for only 
a week ! 

Mr. President : Order, order. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : Sir, it would be better if I ignored my 
Honourable friend ^s remarks altogether;, and treated them with the con- 
tempt they deserve. (Hear, lioar.) I will now proceed with my speech. 
I was saying, Sir, that all the laws in this world are meant to control the 
liberty of action of human beings, and it is quite clear that unrestricted 
liberty is not conducive to the well-being of mankind, and no form of 
government in any country and r.o civilization can endure and prosper 
nrtil some restrictions are placed on the illegitimate liberty of the people. 
I am fully satisfied. Sir, that the wTitings in some of the irresponsible 
journals have to a great extent contributed to the encouragement of 
assassinations and murderous assaults which have assumed veiy alarming 
dimensions during the last 12 months. Not only the material which has 
been supplied to us by the Government, in which only very extreme cases 
have been mentioned, but a perusal of other papers, both vernacular and 
English, will go to prove that these murderous assaults have received 
certainly a great deal of encouragement from these papers. Sir, do we 
not see every day that murderers are described as martyrs and saviours of 
their country ? {An Honourable Member : “ Some are ”.) Do we not 
see that their photos are put in papers like the photos of heroes and leaders 
of people ? Do we not know that hartals are preached and observed on the 
days of their execution and processions are carried in the b^aars f Well, 
all this propaganda, is carried on through the Press, certainly it encour- 
ages sensitive youths and creates a desire in their minds to become saviours 
of their country in this way. If this is so, then something ought to be 
done to stop this sort of propaganda. I am prepared to admit that the 
measure under discussion will not succeed in eradicating the evil of com- 
munism from this country. But there are certain other laws, und pro- 
bably We will have to adopt more drastic measures, in order to eradicate the 
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evil. HoT^ever, the present enactment will certainly control the encourag- 
ing impetus which is given by certain irrei^onsible papers to the com- 
mission of these crimes. 

Sir, I say that the Bill in the form in which it appears before the 
House now, is greatly improved. All those features and provisions which 
were calculated to bring extra hardship upon moderate papers have been 
removed. {An Honourable Member : “ Not all ”.) The preamble of the 
Bill has been changed. The indefinite provisions of clause 4 have been 
restricted. The duration of the Bill has also been curtailed ; and with all 
these improvements, I do not think this Bill, when placed on the Statute- 
book, will bring extra hardship on the moderate journals and j)re8ses in 
the country. Sir, I am as keen on the preservation of the liberty of the 
Press as any other Honourable Member on the opposite side (Laughter 
from some Non-Oflicial Benches), and I think that the lib«^ of the 
Press is very useful for the creation of a healthy opinion in the country 
(Hear, hear) ; but when liberty is misused, whether by the Press or by 
the people, it becomes a menace to mankind and a source of destruction of 
society : and therefore, it is necessa^ that some restriction should be placed 
on it when it is fully proved that liberty is being misused in certain direc- 
tions. Sir, we are now on the threshold of responsible government, and 
it is therefore wiy desirable that the future executive of the country should 
be .armed with all the weapons that would be necessary for the protection 
of the country’s constitution. History tells us that after each change in 
the government of a country irresponsible people, irresponsible journalists, 
and irresponsible papers grow up and try to create chaos in the country, 
and therefore, it is just &e proper time, as I said, when the future con- 
stitution of the country sliould be armed with weapons to stop these 
vagaries of irresponsible people. 

Sir, I have finished what I had to say, but before I conclude, I should 
like to make two points more. One is that it has been fre<iuently remarked 
by many Honourable Members that Government are taking advantage of 
the thinness of the House and that this Bill is being rushed through at the 
fag end of the session. On this question I should like to submit that the 
present session of the Assembly commenced on the 7th September and the 
Bill which, in a modified form, is now before the House was introduced on 
the very same day that this present session commenced. In fact, if I am 
not guilty of divulging any secrets, I may say that the Government took 
care to take the responsible Leaders of the House into their confidence 
even before this session of the Assembly commenced, and therefore, it is 
not right for the Honourable Membears to say that this important measure 
was taken without giving them due notice. Then, on the same day that 
the Bill was introduced in this House, the Leader of the House indicated 
that on Friday, the 11th September, the motion to refer the Bill to Select 
Committee would be made. Then, on the 11th, two full daj^ were spent in 
discussing the Bill before it was sent to Select Committee. After realising 
the importance of this measure, after knowing that this Bill would bring 
hardship to the Press in this country, there was no excuse for the Honour- 
able Members who have left to' leave the House and not to realise their 
sense of responsibility. They cannot afterwards say that the Bill has been 
brought at the fag end of the session or that sufficient notice was not given 
to the Members of the House that this important measure was coming 
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befoie the l]touse. ^he meetings of the Assembly are convened only twice 
a year and if important me^ures are not brought up during the course of 
<?ertam sessions, I do not think it would ever be possible for this Assembly 
to transact any important business. ^ 

n ^ should like to refer is that reference was 

made by Mr. Misra and some other Honourable Members about the execu- 
tive in this country and it was said that the powers vested by this Bill 
would be exercised by the Magistrates in g reeWess manner. Sir, we are 
all aware that the majority of the executive in this country consist of 
Indians, and if educated Indian Magistrates are liable to abuse their power 
in this way, as my friend, Mr. Misra and other Honourable Members think 
they do, then our claim for responsible government and self-government 
for this country falls to the ground. 

Mr. Oa3ra ]^sad Singh : They were condemning the system under 
which these Indian officers work, and not the officers themselves. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : No, they did not condemn the system ; 
they only said that this law will be abused. I would not have raised any 
objection if they had said that the law is defective. They did not condemn 
the system, but they said that the people who administer the law will 
abuse it. That is to say, they attack the educated Indian young men in 
whom the future hopes of the country lie, and I would like to lodge a 
strong protest against this wanton abuse of the educated people of the 
country who will in future govern this country to the credit of the Indians 
and ei''epybody concerned. With these remarks and for these reasons I 
support the motion that the Bill be passed, 

Mr. President : Mr. Mitra. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Sir, reference has been made to the Mahabharata, 
which was alluded to by the last speaker and my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Amar Nath Dutt 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I never alluded to the Mahabharata or to 
anybody. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Mr. Amar Nath Dutt when he was speaking yester- 
day 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member is now making a speech. 

Mr. K. Ahmed :* I am not doing anything of the kind which is not 
allowed. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member will get his turn, if he 
wishes to speak. I have called Mr. Mitra now. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : Before he speaks, I have a right to make an expla- 
uation. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member cannot offer an explana- 
tion of a speech delivered some time ago. Mr. Amar Nath Dutt has not 
spoken yet. 

Mr. K. Abtnttii ; The last speaker has spoken and 1 am entitled if 
you will allow me 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member can only rise to a point 
of order. What is the point of order ? 
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Mr. K. Ahmed : The point of order is this. It is the practice in 
Parliament and in this Assembly also that when the last speaker has made 
a reference 

Mr. President : Order, order. The Honourable Member cannot 
take up the time of the House unless he raises a point of order. The way 
in which he has started does not indicate that he has any point of order. 
What is the point of order ? 

Mr. E. Ahmed ; The last speaker has made a reference to certain 
allusions made in the speech, to him, when it was mentioned to him what 
about certain extracts which were quoted last time by Mr. Amar Nath 
Dutt that he will go to heaven if he kills a man ; and the last speaker was 
not intelligent enough or probably hei did not follow the interjection in 
spite of answering the question that it is not irreligious or that religion 
did not allow to say so, it was not right for Mr. Amar Nath Dutt 

Mr. President : I cannot see that there is any point of order in the 
statement which the Honourable Member has made so far. I cannot allow 
the time of the House to be occupied in this way. Mr. Mitra. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I oppose the Bill, though I must say that, liad it been 
the object of the Bill to suppress incitement to murder, I would have sup- 
ported the principle of the Bill. Before I make my own arguments, I 
would like to meet two points that my Honourable friend. Sir Muhammad 
Yakub, has raised. He said that tliere was sufficient notice. I think my 
Honourable friend forgot that the notice from the Legislative Assembly 
Department said that the Session was to last till the 24th of September. 
Now, to-day we are on the 3rd of October. So I think he could not in.-ike 
much on that iioint. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : It was never said so. It was only a 
(ontative programme. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : It may be for you. When the notice comes from 
the Assembly Department we can see only what is contained in it. As an 
«a?-.Pre.sident you may have other information. 

Then the other point was with regard to the IVIagistrates. His soft 
heart was very much aching for the Magistrates. My point is that if we 
say something, it is not against the persons. If we say something here 
against the Government, we do not mean that it is .Sir James Crerar or 
Sir George Rainy. It is the bad system under which the bureaucracy is 
working, that we blame.. It is against the principle that we fight. It may 
be a good and intelligent man like Sir Muhammad Yakub that may be the 
Magistrate. But he has to work under the existing system and that is 
what we are fighting against. The Indian National Congress has been 
fighting for the separation of judicial and executive functions and it has 
been accepted even by Government that it is a good principle. But yet 
Government could not see their way to give effect to that principle. 
say that the executive orders should never take the place of judicial pro- 
ceedings. If my Honourable friend has not realised it, after so many 
years of practice in the courts, I cannot help him. 

Then, as regards the point raised by the Leader of the European 
Group, I very much agree with my Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga Iy^}*» 
that every Member is as much to blame. But if there is anybody who is 
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inorp to be blamed, I think it is our Honourable friend, Mr. Arthur Moore 
hmself, because be was the President of the Select Committee and it was 
Ills bound(m duty, as the President of the Select Committee to see Avhether 
proper publication was made in the Gazette. 

Mr. Arthur Moore ; On a point of personal explanation, may I say 
that I did not use the word imputed to me by Mr. Ranga Iyer. I did not 
Sfiy anything about the fault of the Assembly Department. I merely used 
the word which you used, that it was a mistake. We iJl recognise that it 
was merely a slip. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : I do not specially find fault with my Honourable 
friend. If anybody is to be blamed more, it is the Chairman of the Select 
Committee whose business it was to see that the proper publication has been 
made. 

Then, I come to the points which I wish to raise. I admit that there 
is a frequency of these political assassinations, which it is the duty of the 
Covcrnment, 'whether it is an alien Government or a national Government, 
to stop. But you must make a proper diagnosis of the situation and apply 
the proper remedy. It is no use applying quack remedies when you cannot 
really destroy the root cause. You know that discontent has been })re- 
vailing in the country now for a long time. I admit that in writings in 
the Press there may be passages where you can see a lurking sympathy 
with these political assassinations. It is no use saying that these are mis- 
guided youths. I do not agree with Sir Muhammad Yakub in saying that 
tliey are all misguided youths. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : I never used the word misguided I 
said sensitive. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : My point is this. Some of these young men are 
graduates and really intelligent people. They are taking recourse to 
assassinations. It is a very serious thing to be seriously and calmly con- 
sidered. It is not so much due to the ephemeral writing in the Press that 
these political assassinations are taking place. That was the main argu- 
ment all along, that by passing this measure, Government will put an end 
to these things. But I do not think so. That was the reason why I said 
you are applying a false remedy by which you will noi; succeed in your 
object, while you will kill and suppress — ^as my Leader said — the liberty 
of the Press, the freedom of fair criticism and put an end to all enterprise 
in the printing business. It really requires a higher statesmaaship to 
realise where the true defect in the body politic lies. India is no longer 
an inorganic State, people being unconscious of their political status. I 
iiiay tell the Government that tliey cannot stop these things by these quack 
remedies. They are to look for a remedy for the real evil. I know that 
now Sir Samuel Hoare is at the helm of affairs, a Conservative Minister, 
and the Viceroy has declared himself to be a constitutional Viceroy. But 
I very much appreciate the position of a constitutional Viceroy when there 
is a responsible Ministry. But where the Ministry is unresponsible, as my 
friend, Mr. Banga Iyer, styled it, I think the Viceroy also will have to see 
through these things and not rely entirely on the absolute tyrants that 
might be sitting on the Treasury Benches. 

Then, as regards the principle, it has been said that killing itself is not 
always bad. If it had been bad, then why should there be so much praise 
of w^ar and soldiers f Why should people recruit soldiers ? They arc 
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not brought under this law for inciting to murder. The best fighter will 
perhaps get a Victoria Cross for killing the enemy. So killing by itself 
is not necessarily bad. The motive must be found out. I agree that in 
any Government these political assassinations cannot be allowed. But we 
have to find out the real remedies against all these evils. Enacting re- 
pressive measures one after another is no remedy, and I think, Sir Muham- 
mad Yakub suggested more coercive measures still. By suppressing the 
feeling you will not kill the disease. As I was going through this typical 
collection made by Government, I see what Government are now aiming 
at. I shall actually read two or three passages if time permits. No body 
can say that there was nothing for admiration in the motive of these 
political assassins. If I remember right, in the old days in Bengal the 
public Press used to condemn these dastardly crimes. It was the Pioneer 
from Allahabad that first said that there was the other side of the shield 
also, namely the high motives that actuated these people. That is also 
a matter for consideration. I find even in the judgment of one of thesi^ 
cases, Justice Buckland refers to the motive of the crime and recommends 
Government to consider about the sentence. The remedy is not by 
repressive legislation, but by helping the Indians to attain full and 
complete Swaraj, and if you do that you really remove the causes that load 
to these political assassinations. 

Before I finish I would like to say a word about my friend, the 
Leader of tlie European Group. I am just quoting from the writing of 
another European gentleman, Mr. B. G. Horniman, who writing in ihe 
Daily Herald about the European Group and its Leader says ; 

** Mr. Moore made the further demand that the Frontier Crimes Regulation should 
be applied to Bengal. 

We should welcome this measure if we thought that the Government would have 
the sense and the courage to apply it exclusively to dangerous aliens of the type of this 
utterly un-English representative of the European community in the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Men of the type of Mr. Arthur Moore are infinitely more dangerous to society, we 
suspect, than most of the so-called * dangerous revolutionaries ’ locked up in detention 
camps. They exercise an unhealthy influence over a Government that is over responsive 
to the cries of panic-mongers. 

More than that they do more than a hundred so-called incitements to prime in the 
vernacular press to stir up feelings of revolt and revenge in the minds of young nicu 
against conditions and a system which make sit possible for a foreigner like x\rthur 
Moore to insult Indians in the press and in the Legislature. ’ ' 

Sir, I ojiposo the Bill. 

Sardar Sant Singh (West Punjab : Sikh) : Sir, I stand to oppose 
the third reading of this Bill. I will not take a long time in making 
my speech, but I ‘will emphasise certain points which I tried to make 
clear w'hcn I was pressing my amendments for the acceptance of the 
Honourable the Home Member. It is claimed that the 20th century is an 
age of reason and rationalism finds a better place than brute might with 
which w’e are familiar in the 16th and 17th centuries. I wmh might 
had not been the right, but that reason had taken the place of might. Bwt 
to my utter surprise I have found that in the discussions that have been 
going on on my amendments, reason was utterly thrown aside, and that 
might was used to crush and defeat all my amendments. I niay make 
it quite clear I am entirely at one with the declared object of the Bilb 
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that it aims at crushing the anarchical movement in the country. I 
certamly want to assist the Treasury Benches in the attainment of that 
object ; but at Ae same time I will insist that in eradicating one eviL 
you should not be perpetuating another evil. One sinful act cannot be 
eradicated by another sinful act. You are welcome to eradicate the evil 
of assaasination, but you are certainly not to be supported when you 
yourself take up the role of assassinating the juristic principles 
that Me prevailing in this country. The whole aim of my amendments 
was that tte principles laid down in the criminal jurisprudence of the 
country snould do allowed free play, and even an assassin who kills an 
individual simply because he happens to belong to a different school of 
politics than himself, should not be treated on the same principles which 
were followed by the assassin himself. AV^hat, I mean is that even a 
murderer, a ravisher, a dacoit and a robber has a right to be heard. If 
you want to muzzle the Press in this way by punishing the keeper of 
the press, printer or publisher, without giving him an opportunity to 
be heard, why not go ahead and say that every assassin who is guilty 
of political murder should be hanged straight away ? That would be 
much better. I would certainly prefer that course to this of punishing 
an inndeent person without giving him a chance of clearing himself. 
My submission is that throughout my amendments I tried to take away 
the i)ower from the executive and place it in the hands of the judiciary. 
My object was that the rule of executive should cease and the rule of 
law should find a place in this country. I tried to explain it and to 
emphasise it when moving my principal amendments ; but I entirely 
failed to carry conviction to the other side. The Honourable the Law 
Member, who has disappointed me a good deal, has put forward the justi- 
fication that this particular Bill was an emergency measure and it 
called for a speedy remedy. My submission is that if you had looked 
at the amendment to clause 3 which I proposed, I did not overlook this 
fact. As a matter of fact when a person was to be called upon to 
deposit security, I made it a provision that during the time the trial 
lasts or during the time he is called upon to show cause, the Magistrate 
should have the authorily to call upon him to deposit security or to 
be bound down that he would not do anything of the sort which is 
sought to be prevented by the introducton of this clause. But even 
that point has not been considered. Therefore, my submission is that 
the battle in which I was engaged to fight the other side raged round this 
one crucial point, that is, whether there should be a rule of law in the 
land or Avhether there should be a rule of executive in the land. As 
the Treasury Benches have succeded and probably in a few minutes 
will come out triumphant and the rule of executive will have crushed 
the rule of law in this land, so I want to record my protest on this 
point. 

Lastly, I wish to say a few words upon the speech of my Honour- 
able friend, Sir Muhammad Yakub. He said that even the religious 
books of the Hindus, of the Christians and all other religions do con- 
trol the liberty of action of individuals. Probably my friend forgets 
that the word “ liberty '' has a distinct connotation from the 
word “ license If he had kept the distinction before him, 
he would not have used the language which he used. Liberty is defined 
like this : you are free to act provided you do not 
similar freedom of another citizen of the land. Contro is p p 
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IIS because the liberty of every individual is sacred, not the individual 
liberty of one person only ; and that is the distinction between libeirt}/ 
and license. The second point he took was also objectionable. He 
said that we are not fit for Home Rule because we are not willing to 
trust the Indian Magistrates. Of course in one of my arguments I did 
say that Indian Magistrates more often than not, with rare and noble 
exceptions, act according to the hints they receive from the District 
Magistrate : not only do they act like that but at the time of pronounc- 
ing judgments they declare it before the accused as well as the counsel, 
“We are helpless ; you know we are helpless.’^ And certainly we 
know that they are helpless. Not that they are not able to administer 
justice or that they do not understand the law, but because they are 
part of a system which system is bad in itself. Therefore, my submis- 
sion is that the present system which combines in one both the executive 
and judicial functions is such that it takes away the liberty of the sub- 
ject. Therefore, Sir, if this Bill is passed in its present form, it will 
curtail the liberty of the Press, if not entirely ruin the freedom of ex- 
pression and freedom oE comment in this land. With these remarks 
I oppose the third reading. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim (Chittagong Division : Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I am obliged to you for giving me an opportunity 
to say a few words on the third reading of the Bill. Those of my 
friends who followed me on the last occasion must have known the logic 
with which I cQUched my story. As one coming from the farthest cor- 
ner of India, and as one who more or less directly or indirectly has 
passed through great vicissitudes of Press tyranny, I think it will be 
wrong on my part if I do not say a few words on the third reading of 
this important measure. 

I am really surprised, Mr. President, that a gentlman of the calibre 
of my friend, Mr. S. C. Mitra, should say here on the floor of the As- 
sembly things under the cloak of section 67 of the Government of India 
Act, which really go to support the guilty. I hope I have not misunder- 
stood his arguments, but what I feel is this, that perhaps on occasions 
more than one, some of us seem to take advantage on the floor of the 
House of section 67 of the Government of India Act, which allows the 
Members of this House some sort of freedom of speech. As I said once 
before, I think the encouragement which the Press and the public get 
from the speeches made by some of us in the House go a long way to 
further add to the excitement. I do not propose to read any homily 
to my friends on the right, but when they profess to condemn lawless- 
ness and disorder, on the face of that and on the face of their condemna- 
tion of criminal acts of terrorists, how do they logically and consistently 
say that they by their words on the floor of the House are not encourag- 
ing things which Government are attempting to put down ? We have 
heard from all sides of the House that most diabolical crimes have been 
committed against European officials of the Government. I do not 
mean to hold any brief for the officials nor for the non-official European 
Community. I have many European friends in this country, but why 
blame the officials and non-official Europeans for asking the Government 
to bring in a measure of this kind ? None of my friends on the right 
care to face facts. It has been repeatedly stated before the House as 
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to how Government came to introduce this measure, and it has been 
repeatedly pointed out that chaos and anarchy is reigning in certain 
parts of India. The law-abiding citizens, people who have a stake in 
the country, approached Government from all parts, and Government 
realising that they had a duty to perform to the law abiding citizens and 
to allay the fears of such law-abiding citizens, have brought forward 
this piece of legislation. If my friends on the right want to be logical, 
I venture to say that the explanation given by Government to justify 
the introduction of this Bill shduld satisfy them. Sometimes our 
lawyer friends on my right ask how is it that such a responsible Govern- 
ment as the Gov^nment of India do not care for the rule of law ? Of 
course, there is only one answer to that question, and that is, if my friend 
Sardar Sant Singh and his supporters have read legal literature, they 
must have noticed that the rule of law is and has been prevailing in all 
civilised countries and it prevails in this country also. But I am really 
surprised that they do not care to come to that part of the story where 
the rule of law is a predominant factor all the time, but it is to a 
certain extent compromised on account of an emergency. My friends 
must have noticed that there was during the time of war in England a 
measure called the Defence of the Realm Act, or what in popular par- 
lance is known as the D. O. R. A., and would my friends argue that, be- 
cause D. 0. R. A. was enacted as an act of emergency, England abso- 
lutely^ demolished or did away with the system of the rule of law of 
which we hear so much. 

Then, Sir, I join issue in connection with the attacks on my friend 
on my right. Sir Muhammad Yakub, who has been so much heckled 
from the right wing of the House. My humble request to my heckler 
friends is this, they must have patience, they must respect the view- 
points of others ; if they do not like the viewpoints of others, even 
though they are plain truths, my friends must bear them patiently. 
There is no alternative. Inconsistency in conduct does not look well. „ 

Lastly, I wish to say only one word with regard to what fell from 
my friend, Mr. Mitra, with regard to his praise about sharp shootings. 
Yes, even Mr. Mitra will praise skill in sharp shooting and archery, as 
a theory expressing courage and valour, but if anybody praises these 
sharp shootings against officials on the floor of the House, my impression 
is that such commendations go a long way to create further mischief 
outside. No one for a single second discourages valour and chivalry, 
but where they are likely to be distorted, it is better that they 
should not be uttered. The tiraje. is very critical. The fate of India 
is hanging on the balance — I hope and trust that my friends on the 
opposition, will not add any more fuel to the already over heated at- 
mosphere in the country. This measure is a temporary one, and the 
Astsembly will always have a say in its modification. With these few 
words, I support the third reading of the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Mr. President, at this ad- 
vanced stage of the Session and after so many days' debate of thm Bill, 
I do not think that the House expects from me any very long speech now. 
I think everything that was worth saying with regard to this Bill has 
i>een said. Perhaps a good deal has been said which need not have 
teen said ; much has been repeated which was not worthy of repetition, 
8-nd I do not wish to incur any of those censures myself. 
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I do, however, desire very briefly indeed to reply to one reproach 
which has been made against me and the Government and against 
which I must protest as not being a justifiable reproach. As regards 
the Assembly having been rushed over this measure, a full reply has 
already been given by other Members who spoke on this debate. The 
point on which I wish to make a few remarks is the suggestion that 
Government have been entirely impervious to reason and to reasonable 
criticism of this Bill, that because they accepted very few amendments 
on the long list of amendments placed before the House, therefore that 
is a reasonable proof of their rigid impermeability to ‘any reason. Sir, 
I think those Honourable Members who arc prepared to regard this 
question with candour will agree with me that between the form of the 
Bill as it was introduced and the form in which it is now before the 
House there are very serious changes. The Honourable Mr. Eanga 
Iyer, who was a member of the Select Committee, has had the candour 
and the justice — ^which here I do desire to acknowledge, though on 
some of the issues we necessarily differed — I do desire to acknowledge 
the general candour and justice with which the Honourable Member has 
addressed himself to the question, and he will, I am sure, agree that 
during the course of those discussions, the Government did give very 
careful, very sympathetic consideration to all the suggestions. If on 
certain broad issues we had yielded, the vital structure of the Bill 
would have been destroyed, and it was solely on that ground that we 
dissented and were compelled to stand our ground. Therefore, when 
the Honourable and learned gentleman opposite imputed to me an entire 
failure to respond to reason, I on my side must point out that the main 
points which he mentioned were points which w^ere entirely incon- 
sistent with the structure, the principle and the purpose of the Bill, — 
the structure, the principle and the purpose of which have twice been 
approved by the votes of the whole House. I should like to illustrate it 
by one particular point ; longer than that I will not delay the House. 
The Honourable and learned gentleman opposite instanced as a parti- 
cular case of unreasonable attitude on the part of the Government the 
fact that we were unable to accept the particular amendment relating 
to so-called Iona fide encumbrances. Now, Sir, while that particular 
amendment was under discussion, I observed that my Honourable friend 
was not himself present in the House. I will not pursue in detail the 
merits or the issues of that amendment, because the House has re- 
corded its decision. But the point I do desire to make is this that even 
if the Honourable Member who moved that amendment had good 
reason of thinking that some appropriate provision should be made 
regarding legitimate and innocent interests in confiscated property, no 
attempt was made to explain to us what was a hona fide interest in the 
forfeited xu'operty. Someone might have been accommodating enough 
to lend money to the keeper of the press. He might be sympathetic 
towards methods by which the press or the newspaper was conducted. 
If the money were returned to him under this amendment, he 
would presumably be accommodating enough to give it back to the 
keeper. We were not given any solution of that, nor indeed of any or 
the other difficulties. The amendment, in its present form, is 
thrown at our heads and no remedy is provided for the obvious dini- 
culties that would arise, because it is quite clear if the amendmen 
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form without auy qualifications and reservations, — of practi- 
cability of which I remain unconvinced, — ^the whole purport of that 
clause would have completely disappeared, and in consequence a greater 
part of the structure of the machinery of the Act would become ineffec- 
tive. Now, I do not think that it is a reasonable reproach to levy against 
Government when amendments are put forward in that crude, ill- 
considered fashion, in a form which in other respects also would destroy 
the machinery of the measure, — I submit it is not a fair imputation 
upon Government to say that they have been indiscriminate, rigid and 
unyielding in their consideration of the amendments. That is practi- 
cally the last word I have to say. We on our side of the House, how- 
ever, much we may differ in our views with regard to the main issues 
on this subject, — and I thought in the earlier discussions in the House 
the main issues had been accepted by Honourable gentlemen opposite 
and I built upon the assurance that inany of them gave that they held 
to those main issues — we on our part do not desire to return any of 
those reproaches, but I do venture to say when Honourable IMcmbers 
consider the long progress of this Bill, when they consider the great 
changes with the Government have consented to make, those charges 
and those reproaches ave not justified. (Applause.) 

Mr. President : The question is : 

' ' That ihc Bill to provide against the publication of matter inciting to or encourag- 
ing murder or violence, as amended, be passed.’^ 

The Assembly divided : 


AYE8--55. 


Abdul Qaivum, Nawab Sir Sahibzada. 
Ahmed, Mr. K. 

Allah Baksh Khan Thvana, Khan 
Bahadur Malik. 

Anwar>ul-Azim, Mr. Muhammad. 
Azizuddin Ahmad Bilgrami, Qazi. 
Bajpai, Mr. B. S. 

Banerji, Mr. Bajnarayan. 

Crerar, The Honourable Sir James, 

Dalai. Dr. R. D. 

Dyer, Mr. J. F. 

Fazal Haq Piracha, Shaikh. 

Fox, Mr. H. B. 

French, Mr. J. C. 

Graham, Sir Lancelot. 

Heathcote, Mr. L. V. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

Howell, Mr. E. B. 

Ibrahim Ali Khan, Lt. Nawab Muham- 
mad. 

Ishwarsingji, Nawab Naharsingji. 
Ismail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajce. 

Ismail Khan, Haji Chaudhury Muham- 
mad. 

Knight, Mr. H. F. 

Lalchand, Captain Bao Bahadur. 

Lall, Mr, S. 


Leach, Mr. F. B. 

Montgomery, Mr. H. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

Mujumdar, Sardar G. N. 

Mukherjee, Rai Bahadur S, C. 

Pandit, Bao Bahadur S. R. 

Parsons, Mr. A. A. L. 

Bafiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Rainy, The Honourable Sir George. 
Rajah. Rao Bahadur M. C. 

Ram Chandra, Mr. 

Rama Rao, Rai Bahadur U. 

Bow, Mr, K. Sanjiva. 

Roy, Mr. S. N. 

Sahi, Mr. Ram Prasad Narayan. 

Sams, Sir Hubert. 

Schuster, The Honourable Sir George. 
Scott, Mr. J. Ramsay. 

Shah Nawaz, Mian Muhammad. 

Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar, Captain* 
Shillidy, Mr. J. A. 

Studd, Mr. B. 

Suhrawardy, Sir Abdullah. 

Sykes, Mr. E. F. 

Tait, Mr. John. 

Talib Mehdi Khan, Nawab Major Malik. 
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AYES — contd. 


Todd, Mr. A. H. A. 

Yakub, Sir Muhammad. 
Yamin Khan, Mr. Muhammad. 


Young, Mr. G. M. 
Zulfiqar All Khan, Sir. 


NOES— 24. 


Azhar Ali, Mr. Muhammad. 

Ohandi Mai Gola, Bhagat. 

Das, Mr. B. 

Dutt, Mr. Amar Nath. 

Gour, Sir Hari Singh. 

Harbans Singh Brar, Sirdar. 

Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lahiri Chaudhury, Mr. D. K. 

Misra, Mr. B. N. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Muazzam Sahib Bahadur, Mr. Muham- 
mad. 

Banga Iyer, Mr. C. S. 


Beddi, Mr. P. G. 

Sant Singh, Sardar. 

Sarda, Bai Sahib Harbilas. 

Sen, Mr. S. C. • 

Sen, Pandit Satyendra Nath. 

Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Sitaramaraju, Mr. B. 

Sohan Singh, Sirdar. 

Thampan, Mr. K. P. 

Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. 

Ziauddin Ahmad, Dr. 


The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President in the Chair. 


DEMAND FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS. 

The Honourable Sir Gteorge Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I 
beg to move : 

‘‘ That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 2,63,000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1932, in respect of * Expenditure in England 
under the control of the Secretary of State for India 

Mr. President : I should like to draw the attention of the Honour- 
able Member, Mr. Misra, to the fact that he has included in his 
grievances two items, one relating to the Orissa Boundary Commission 
and the other to the Round Table Conference. There is no provision 
in this demand for any expenditure on the Boundary Commission for 
Orissa. Therefore, that grievance cannot be ventilated on the present 
occasion. I, therefore, call upon the Honourable Member to move his 
amendment only in regard to the non-representation of Oriyas on the 
Round Table Conference. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; Sir, I ai® 
afraid this motion was already moved in c6nneetion with the previous 
grant, and so it cannot be moved. 

The Honourable Sir Gteorge Bainy (Leader of the House ) : The 
point is this, Mr. President. Precisely this grievance was ventilated 
on the vote for expenditure in India. This is now a vote for expendi- 
ture in England. I cannot say that the motion is substantially the 
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same ; but, if this were in the form of a Resolution, it would be precise- 
ly the same. 

Mr. President : I had asked my ofiSce to go over all the amendments 
of which notice had been given, and I have disallowed Nos. 1 to 7 on 
that ground. This is really No. 8, which I am told has not been pre- 
viously discussed. That is a question of fact which requires to be 
looked into. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : I think, Sir, my Honourable 
friends, Mr. B. Das and Mr. Misra will both recollect that we did 
discuss the non-representation of Orissa, and I certainly made a speech 
on the ‘subject. 

Mr. B. N. Misra (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) ; I had 
discussed only one part, but the other part I think was ruled out. 

Mr. President : The Honourable Member’s motion seems to be 
out of order on both grounds. Mr. Das moved item No. 4 on the 
first supplementary demand and ventilated the grievance of the non- 
representation of Orissa at the Round Table Conference. I do not see 
any difference between the non-representation of Orissa and the non- 
representation of Oriyas (Laughter). 

Mr, B. N. Misra : Sir, we have a grievance. 

Mr. President : Very well, I want to hear the Honourable Mem- 
ber. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : Sir, as regards the Orissa Boundary Commission. . 

Mr. President : I have already ruled that that is out of order. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : As regards our non-representation at the Round 
Table Conference. 

Mr. President : That has already been discussed, 

Mr. B. Das ; I submit, Sir, that this sum is allotted for expenditure 
in England. There is no Oriya Member of the Round Table Conference 
at London — so he will not be able to share what expenditure is incurred 
in England. 

Mr. President : That is a purely technical point. The subject 
matter of the grievance has been fully ventilated, viz., that the Pro- 
vince of Orissa has not been represented at the Round Table Conference. 
Whether it has been done under one head or under another is im- 
material. If no motion had been made under the first head, I would 
have certainly allowed it on this motion. 


Non-representation of Nationalist Muslims in the Bound Table Conference. 


Mr. B. N, Misra : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That the demand for a supplementary grant of a sum not exceeding Bs. 2,63,000 
Ra * Expenditure in England — Secretary of State for India ' be reduced by 

Sir, probably you will be wondering as to why, of all people, I 
should come forward with a motion on behalf of nationalist Muslims. 
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First of all, let me be not misunderstood that I have put this motion 
at the instance of my party or anybody. I have brought this motion 
forward because the nationalist Muslims go unrepresented in this 
House. Sir, it is not foreign to Hindu culture Jhat we should con- 
sider it our duty to espouse an unrepresented cause. (Hear, hear.) 
You know. Sir, from the Mahabharata that Vishma was a great hero, 
but he was a bachelor, he was issueless ; and therefore, we Hindus, 
particularly I am now sneaking of my Brahmin community, always 
offer sradh for him ; it is incumbent, according to our Hindu ideas, that 
sons must offer pindas to their father. Of course if a Hindu has not a 
son, certainly the belief is that he must be given a son by somebody else ; 
and therefore, the Brahmins undertake it as their first duty to oft'er their 
pindfa to Vishma, who was a great hero but a bachelor and issueless. 
Therefore, I move this motion on account of the non-representation of 
nationalist Muslims at the Round Table Conference. Sir, whatever may 
be said by others, probably you have, been reading in the papers, and 
particularly we get messages from London, that the Round Table Con- 
ference cannot proceed further on account of the absence of Dr. 
Ansari, so well-known to this House and I think to you also. Sir. Sir, 
on account of the absence of the nationalist Muslims, that Conference 
cannot go on. Of course, when I say this I do not thereby cast any 
reflection on any others, but I say that the Government are well aware 
of this view, — ^and so the work is being delayed in London. I, 
therefore, request the Honourable Members on the Treasury Benches 
that they should not make it a party question or a Government ques- 
tion, and I would request my Honourable Mussalman friends of this 
House also not to oppose my motion ; and I would request the Treasury 
Benchea to leave this question to the free vote of this House, without 
themselves taking any part in it ; and then I think the House will 
agree to this motion. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub (Rohilkund and Eumaon Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, my Honourable friend, Mr. Misra, has not 
done justice to the Mussulmans when he says that nationalist Muslims 
are not represented on the Round Table Conference or that the 
nationalist Muslims are not represented in this House. Sir, I claim 
for myself and for my other Muslim friends in this House that we are 
as much nationalist as any other nationalist in India. Sir, we are not 
an inch behind any person in this country in claiming the freedom of 
our country. 

Mr. B. N* Misra : Then my Honourable friend cannot object to my 
motion at all. 

Sir Muhammad Yakub : We in this House, as well as the Muslims 
outside this House, have always fought shoulder to shoulder with the 
other communities in this country for obtaining the freedom of our 
motherland. In the same way my friend is not right when he says 
that nationalist Muslims are not represented on the Bound Table Con- 
ference, Can any one say that there can be a greater nationalist 
Muslim than Mr. Muhammad AJi Jinnah himself ? He is the man who 
unfurled the flag of nationalism in this House, the man who taught 
nantionalism to many nationalists in this country, the man who has 
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([iscarded all ideas of communalism and has fought against his own com- 
munity for nationalism. When Mr. Jinnah is in the Hound Table Con- 
ference can anybody say that nationalist Muslims are not represented f 
Then, Sir, we have got another great nationalist Muslim in Sir Ali Imam, 
the man who presided over the Nationalist Muslim Conference at 
Lucknow, and is the accredited representative of the Nationalist Muslim 
Party. When Sir Ali Imam is there, can anybody say that the nationalist 
Muslims are not represented at the Round Table Conference f Then 
there is Sir Sultan Ahmed. lie has always been in the front rank of 
nationalists in this country ; and when all these gentlemen are represent- 
ed there, to make it a grievance that the nationalist Muslims are not 
there is absurd. And to say that the work of the Round Table Con- 
ference is being hindered for want of one individual is an argument with 
which no reasonable man can agree. Probably it is an excuse for not 
coming to any proper settlement with the Muslims. If “ A ” is 
invited, next day it will be said that “ B ” is not there, and therefore, 
the work cannot go on ; “ C ” is not there and therefore, the work 
cannot proceed. Sir, the question of representation at the Hound Table 
Conference has been made a sort of lame excuse in the country ; 
because I am not invited therefore the Mussalmans of the United 
Provinces are not represented ; because my friend, Mr. Atnar Nath 
Dutt, is not there, therefore the Bengalis are not represented ; because 
my other friends are not there therefore their ease has not been repre- 
sented. There are hundreds and thousands of sects and communities 
and inter-sects in India, and if a claim is made for the representation 
of every community and sub-community and every caste in the Round 
Table Conference, I do not know what will be the dimensions of the 
Bound Table Conference, when they will finish their work, and how 
much money will be spent upon these people who enjoy the hospitality 
of the British Government in England. So I say that it is a super- 
fluous grievance to say that the nationalist Muslims are not represent- 
ed, and for these reasons I am obliged to oppose the motion of my 
friend,, Mr. Misra. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : Sir, I was trying for the unity of India and 
if my Honourable friend says that there is no difference 

WTr President : The Honourable Member cannot speak again unless 
he is withdrawing the motion. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : Yes, Sir, I am withdrawing it after clearing the 
position. I tbiTilr any one reading the papers will find that on account 
of the absence of Dr. Ansari 

Knnwar Hajee Tanutil Ali Khan (Meerut Division : Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, on a point of order, when the Honourable Member has 
agreed to withdraw his motion what is the use of making a speech 


Mr. President : He is not in order in making a speech, but he can 
very briefly explain why he is withdrawing it. 

Mr. B. N. Misra ; Yes, Sir, I am not making a ^eech. I was 
speaking in the interest of the unity of India and of Muslims. It is 
no secret that there are communalists and nationahsts. If my fne 
claims to be a nationalist Muslim, why should he object to another man 
going there » After all so many people have been included 
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lb. President : The Honourable Member is again making a speech. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : No, Sir, I will not make a speech but I beg leave 
of the House to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

That a supplemeiitary sum not exceeding Bs. 2,63^000 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges that will come in course of payment during 
the year ending the 31st day of March, 1932, in respect of * Expenditure in England 
under the control of tho Secretary of State for India 

The motion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION RE EXPENDITURE ON ROADS. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy (Secretary, Industries and Labour Department) : 
Sir, I beg to move the folloAving Resolution : 

** That tills Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that, in view 
of the present financial stringency, and notwithstanding anything contained in tho 
Resolution on roads which was adopted by this Assembly on the 4th February, 1030, 
the apportionment made among Governors’ provinces and minor Administrations in tlie 
road development account, may, in special circumstances, and upon the advice of the 
Standing Committee on Roads of the Central Legislature, be made available, as a 
temporary measure, for expenditure on the ordinary maintenance of roads, on the con- 
dition that the Local Government or Administration undertakes, when conditions render 
this possible, to provide any sums which may have been so applied to maintenance for 
expenditure upon schemes of development approved by the Governor General in Council 
on the advice of the Standing Committee on Roads of the Central Legislature.” 

Sir, I do not propose to take up the time of the House at any great 
length, but I would remind Honourable Members of the Resolution 
which was passed by this House on the 4th February, 1930, whereby 
certain arrangements were made for the allotment to the provinces, in 
the ratio of consumption of the amounts of the extra petrol tax. That 
Resolution contemplated that these sums would be available as a block 
grant for expenditure on road development. After a time, we received 
applications from several Local Governments asking that this money 
might be made available for maintenance and not merely for construc- 
tion. We went into this question very carefully and we came to the 
conclusion, having regard to the financial circumstances of the Local 
Governments, that it was unreasonable to suggest or to insist that they 
should build more roads while they were unable to maintain their 
existing ones. We were under the impression in the Standing Com- 
mittee that we had power to do so under the terms of the Resolution 
as it stands. We were however advised that this was not so and 
therefore it has been necessary to come to this House for an amend- 
ment of the Resolution. The plain justification for this amendment is, 
as I have said before, that it is no use asking a Local Government to 
construct new roads when it has not the money to maintain its exist- 
ing ones. You will however notice that this diversion, or as some call 
it this raid on the Road Fund, is not to be a permanent one. First 
of all, the Standing Committee will have to be satisfied that the Local 
Government has made out a good case ; secondly it is to be a loan, 
and this loan is to be repaid as soon as the financial circumstances of 
the Local* Government permit. 
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I think, Sir, that the Resolution is one which should commend it* 
self to the. House. 

Mr. 8 . Or. Jog (Berar Representative) ; Sir, it is really a very rare 
phenomenon that a Member of this House has got to rise to support 
a Resolution moved by a Member of Government. It appears to me 
that an emergency adjustment of the Fund is necessary and I have 
purposely risen to say that for all reasonable proposals even if they 
come from the Government side, this side, of the House will give entire 
support. We have to show that we are reasonable provided the 
Government are also reasonable, and I heartily support the Resolution 
moved by the Honourable Member, Mr. Shillidy. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, in giving 
my approval to the Resolution moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. 
8hilli(ty, I would suggest to him that every year, before the Standing 
Committee on Roads, he will bring forward a statement shewing the 
sums that the Local Governments appropriate for the maintenance of 
roads from I he Roads Fund, and also he will place statements before 
the Standing Committee on Roads from year to year showing that sums 
Ihns spent on revenue account are credited by the Local Governments 
to the capital account of expenditure on roads. If he does that I 
will be satisfied. I will only bring to his notice a local matter of the 
Kalka-Simla road for which the Standing Committee on roads granted 
a large sum of money to the Government of the Punjab. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
niadan Rural) : It is not correct. The Standing Committee on Roads 
(lid not grant any money for this road. It is a provincial road. 

Mr. B. Das : It is not correct ! I will draw the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s attention to the fact that we live in the Members’ quarters on 
the Cart Road, which is under the administration of my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Shillidy. My friend allows a large number of motor cars 
to pass via that road and when Honourable Memb(‘rs come to this House, 
we come in a dust storm. Either he will stop the motor cars at the 
place where the medical examination takes place or he will grant 
sufficient money from the reserve fund accumulating to the Government 
of India, so that that road may be properly paved and there may be 
no dust storm when \ve come to meet here and to reply to the Honour- 
ahie Member on his Resolution. 

Mr. L. V. Heathcote (Nominated Non-Offieial) : Sir, this Resolution 
i)as all the appearance of being a harmless one. But actually I am 
afraid that I am not in love with it. The only justification that I can 
find for this Resolution is the sympathy which all of us feel in this 
House for the hard plight of Provincial Governments. But I do think 
that we should not allow onr sympathy to run away with our reason. 
It is to be remembered that this additional annas 2 tax which was put 
on petrol for the purpose of finding funds for road development is a 
Central revenue and it is the responsibility of this House to see that a 
tax which was enforced for a particular purpose is used for that pur- 
pose. We also have a further responsibility to the person who pays 
that tax, and the motorist is taxed to a degree which I do not think 
many Members of this House realise. So the question arises whether 
Ihere is anything that we can do which is going to bring it to the notice 

L277LAD c 
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of the Provincial Governments that this money which is proposed to 
be given to maintenance is to be regarded as a loan. I considered the 
possibility of tabling an amendment which would to some extent fix 
the time when the loans were to be repaid, but it was pointed out to 
me that when the time came and conditions had improved so that we 
might expect these loans to be repaid, the constitution is likely to be 
an entirely different one, and whatever conditions may be made now, 
they would not have an application several years hence, and so the 
question then arises, is it safe to put the provinces on their honour, 
because that is really what it comes to, and I am perfectly prepared 
to do so. In fact I prefer to do so rather than try to invent some formula 
round which the Local Governments might not be able to get. 
The only reason which makes me to speak on this Resolution at all is 
that in the Provinces, the local Legislatures have not yet realised the 
real importance of roads. Roads is the Cinderella of the transferred 
Departments. Money is spent on education and health, but it seems 
to me that little consideration is given to the possibility of improving 
the roads leading to schools, and so enlarge the area served by tiu* 
school. Large sums are spent on hospitals but what is the use if tht^ 
poor villager coming to the hospital dies before reaching it on account 
of the jolts he receives. And so I would like an assurance from the 
Honourable the Mover of this Resolution that, in passing on the terms oi 
this Resolution to the Local Governments, he will lay all emphasis he 
can on the fact that this diversion is a loan and that we rely upon tln^ 
provinces to repay it to the Road Development Fund. 

Mr. J. A. ShilUdy : Su’, I would liko to thank Mr, Jog for approving 
of the rcasonablesness of my proposal and for the promise that lie is 
always ready to support anything reasonable from these Benches. But 
as all our proposals are entirely reasonable, I think he might cross the 
floor at once. Then, Sir. turning to Mr. Das, I am quite prepared to 
accept the suggestion Mr. Das has made that we should inform the 
Standing Committee of sums which are spent by the Local Governments 
on maintenance and that we should do so every year. Certainly T 
shall undertake to do it. As regards the Kalka-Simla road, we dis- 
cussed it before. But the Standing Committee of this Legislature, I 
may say the Sub-Finance Committee consists of Members of this House, 
and they decided that it was a provincial road, expenditure on which 
must be met from provincial revenues. I shall be glad to hear that 
Mr. Das has succeeded in his agitation, but I cannot hold out a.".y 
very great hopes in view of the previous decision of the Standing 
Committee. 

Turning to Mr. Heathcote ’s remarks, there is of course only one 
justification for the Besolution, I have proposed, as I said before. 
It is that Local Governments have got no money at present. They 
cannot maintain their roads and it is not much use asking at least 
those Governments which cannot maintain their existing roads to con- 
struct new ones. iThat is the full justification for my Resolution. 
I am quite prepared to accept Mr, Heathcote ’s suggestion that, in 
passing on our orders to Local Governments, we should emphasi.se, 
and emphasise very heavily, that this grant or that this diversion to 
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maintenance is only a loan and that we do expect them to repay it 
as soon as possible. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

“ That this Assembly recommends to the Governor General in Council that, in view 
of the present fi^cial stringency, and notwithstanding anything contained in the 
Resolution on roads which was adopted by this Assembly on the 4th February. 1930 
the amiortionment made among Governors’ provinces and minor Administrations in the 
road development account, may, in special circumstances, and upon the advice of the 
Standing Committee on Boads of the Central Legislature, be made available as a 
temporary measure, for expenditure on the ordinary maintenance of roads, on the con- 
dition that the Local Government or Administration undertakes, when conditions render 
this possible, to provide any sums which may have beeu so applied to maintenance for 
expenditure upon schemes of development approved by the Governor General in Council 
on the advice of the Standing Committee on Boads of the Central Legislature.” 


The motion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION BE PURCHASE OP THE BENGAL AND NORTH 
WESTERN AND ROHILKUND AND KUMAON RAILWAYS. 


The Honourable Sir George Rainy (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : Sir, I move : 


“ That this Assembly recommeuds to the Governor General in Council that, in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Committee appointed by the Assembly on 
the Ist April, 1931, to consider what action should be taken when the opportunity to 
purchase the Bengal and North Western and Bohilkund and Kumaou Bailway systems 
occurs on the 3 Ist of December, 1932 : 


(1) the Government should enter into negotiations with the two Companies to 
obtain from them an option to purchase the linos on the most favourable 
terms on the 31st December, 1937, subject to one year’s notice, or, if 
possible, on the 31st December of any earlier year, again subject to one 
year’s notice ; 


(2) the question whether the working of the Tirhoot Baiiway should be entrusted 
to the Bengal and North Western Bailway Company during the 5 years 
(or shorter period), for which it is suggested that the option to purchase 
the Bengal and North Western Bailway sliould be obtained, should be 
determined by the terms on which it is possible to obtain this option and 
to arrange with the Company for working the Tirhoot Railway during 
xhis period ; 


(3) the question whether the working of the Lucknow-Bareilly State Bailway 

should be entrusted to the Bohilkund and Kumaon ^ilway Company 
during the 5 years (or shorter period) for which it is suggested that the 
option to purchase the Bohilkund and Kumaon Bailway should be obtained, 
should be determined by the terms on which it is possible to obtain this 
option and to arrange with the Company for working the Lucknow- 
Bareilly State IBteilway during this period ; 

(4) in the event of its proving impossible to reach agreement with the Bengal 

and North Western and Bohilkund and Kumaon Bailway Companies on 
the terms recommended in (1), the Government should explore other 
for reaching agreement which would ensure to the Government the 
opportunity to purchase on reasonable terms ; and the Government should 
again consult a. committee of the Assembly for the piirpose o 
re-considering the position as regards the management of the Tirhoot and 
Lucknow-Bareilly Bailways. ’ ’ 

This is a somewhat lengthy Resolution, but I do not propose that my 
speech should be adjusted to the length of the Resolution, for I am atraid 
in that case it would be a very’- long speech indeed'. The ResoliRion is 
the result of the unanimous report of the Committee appointed by this 
Assembly, and as the Report of the Committee has been in the hands of 
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Members for some time, it is not necessary, I think, for me to go into 
great detail on the question. As Honourable Members know, we can 
by giving notice before the 31st of December, 1931, exercise the right 
which we have under the contracts to purchase these railways with effect 
from the 31st December 1932. The sum we should have to pay is just 
over £10 millions sterling in the case of the Bengal and North Western 
Railway, and something less than £ 2 millions in the case of the Bohilkund 
and Kumaon Railway. And of course as Honourable Members already 
hnow — and it is clearly brought out in the Report of the Committee — ^the 
great practical difficulty which exists in the way of our exercising our 
option to give notice arises from the financial conditions now prevailing. 
As is pointed) out in the Report of the Committee, “ The Finance Member 
emphasised the fact that in present conditions a very large sterling sum, 
nearly £ 12 millions, required to purchase the railways could not be 
raised without unduly straininjg India’s credit with possible detri- 
mental effect on existing securities, or without reducing the power of the 
Government to finance new expenditure in other directions ”. I think 
that every member of the Committee realised that the difficulty was a 
very real one and' that Government could not possibly, at the present 
stage, undertake to raise that sum in London. 

Another point to which the attention of the Committee was drawn 
was this — ^that taking account of the terms on which the Government of 
India is in a position to borrow money, and taking into account also the 
proba,ble increase of expenditure on the line which would result if 
Government took it over, and finally taking into account the existing 
dlepression in trade, it was not at all likely that as a business proposition 
the purchase of the line would be a good bargain. That in itself might 
not be decisive at ordinary times, but taken in conjunction with the 
practical impossibility of raising the sum required, the difficulty becomes 
very formidable. The unofficial members of the Committee, however, 
held very strongly that due account must be taken of the strong feeling 
on the subject in the areas served by the two Companies that the lines 
ought to be purchased at the first possible opportunity. The Govern- 
ment were in no way disposed to under-rate the force of tha^t line of 
argument ; and therefore the Committee came to the conclusion that the 
heist course we could recommend! in the circumstances as regards tJie 
purchase of the two lines was that we should endeavour to obtain from 
the companies an extension of our option to purchase for a period 
five years in the hope that during that period the financial conditions 
might improve and that it might prove possible to raise the money before 
the endl of the period. The Government members of the Committee 
found it necessary to point out that all the probabilities pointed to the 
conclusion that by private arrangement, and apart altogether from the 
contiiact, it was likely to be possible to purchase the lines for a. consider- 
ably smaller sum when the time came when we had funds to spend for 
that purpose. On the other hand, neither myself nor the Finance Mem- 
ber found) any difficulty in concurring in the course recommended by the 
majority of the Committee, namely, that we should do our very best to 
secure this option. As Honourable Members, I think, know, if we do not 
exercise our option now, then we shall not be able to purchase compul- 
sorily until the year 1981, and although we believe that, when funds arc 
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available, it would be possible by private arrangements, apart from the 
contract, to purchase more cheaply, nevertheless we see no harm what- 
ever in securing the extension of this option if the companies are williiig to 
give it to us. rKat, Sir, covers the fiiist clause of the Resolution. 

The second and the third clauses are concerned with the arrange- 
ments to be made in respect of the two State-owned railways which are 
managed by the companies, that is the Tirhoot Railway and the Lncknow- 
Bareilly Railway. As regards both of these, we shall have a free hand 
after the 31st December 1932. The contract relati ng to the working of 
the Tirhoot Railway terminates on the 31st December 1932 whether Gov- 
ernment purchase the Bengal and North Western Railway or not. A 
new contract will therefore be necessary whether we purchase that rail- 
way or not. The positibn is not precisely identical in the case of |the 
LucknowrBareilly Railway ; the contract does not terminate automati- 
cally unless we purchase the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway line, but 
after the 31st December 1932 we can terminate the contract by giving 
12 months' notice. What the Resolution recommends about that is that, 
provided we can arrange satisfactory terms with the Bengal and North 
Western Railway and the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway Company, 
then the management should continue with these Railways. It is im- 
possible at the present stage to make a more definite recommendation, 
because tlie question of the terms will have to be? discussed with the two 
companies concerned. These two clauses, however, assume that we 
shall be able to get the option to purchase extended for a period of five 
years and they do not cover the future management of the two State- 
owned lines except for such period. 

Finally, we come to clause 4, which contemplates that it may prove 
impossible to reach agreement with the Bengal and North Western 
Railway and the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway Companies on the 
terms about extending the option, and the Resolution recommends that 
in that case Government should explore other lines for reaching agree- 
ment which would ensure to the Government the opportunity to purchase 
on reasonable terms, and in the second place that the Government should 
consult the Committee of the x\ssemhly for the piu’pose of recoiisidering 
tlie position with regard to the management of the Tirhoot and the 
Rucknow-Bareilly Railways. T lay some little stress on the point that 
these two recommendations are made on the assumption that wc are un- 
able to obtain an extension of the option. There is no difficulty, as the 
Resolution stands on the paper from the point of view of Government^ 
in recommending either or both of these courses. We are quite ready 
to explore what other means may be possible for the purchase of thef 
lines when financial conditions improve. Nor have we any difficulty 
about consulting a Committee of the Assembly as regards the future 
management of the Tirhoot and Lucknow-Bareilly Railways, because as 
I have explained, after the 31st December 1932, we shall not be bound by 
f^ny contract, and we shall have a free hand. 

Perhaps it might save the time of the House if I were to refer here 
to an amendiment which is on the paper and of which notice has been 
Jiiven. That amendment is to omit at the ver\' end of clause 4 the words 
as regards the management of the Tirhoot and Lucknow and Bareilly 
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Railways I am not quite sure that I know fully what is in the mind oi 
the Honourable Member who has given notice of that amendment. If i' 
merely means that when in the course of the year 1932 or later we shoulc 
consult the Committee of the Assembly about the future management of th« 
Tirhoot and the Lucknow-BareiHy Railways we should also be ready t( 
consult in 1932 about the whole position, then I have no objection. Bu: 
as the Resolution is drafted, if the amendment were adopted, it mighl 
very easily ,be read as binding Government to consult the Assembly befon 
our option to purchase the ^ilways expires on the 31st December 1931 
I could not promise to do that because there is not sufficient time. The 
negotiations with the two companies will take up time, and T cannot give 
any promise of that kind. But I have not the least doubt that, whoever 
may sit in the seats where we sit to-day, this question of the possibility of 
purchase on reasonable terms will come before the Assembly at the end of 
two or three years. So far as that is concerned, andl as regards future 
consultation from 1932 onwards, if that is what is meant, then I should 
have no difficulty in accepting the amendment. T have only mentioned 
this point as it may shorten the discussion. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Sir, that in elau.se (4) the words “ as regards the 
management of the Tirhoot and Lueknow-Bareilly Railways ” be oraittptl 
is the amendment I propo.se. At the very outset I would like to em- 
phasise once again the desire on the part of the Opposition as well as 
on that of the country to terminate, as far as, and as quickly as possible 
these contracts with the companies generally, and in particular with this 
company, in favour of State management. Having said that, I should 
like to draw the attention of the House to these words that occur in 
clause 4 limiting the scope of the consultation. T have heard with great 
relief the speech of the Honourable Sir George Rainy that if it was my 
desire in moving this amendment not to handicap the Government with 
regard to the exercise of the option, hut only that the As.sembly should 
be comulted’ after the end of 1931, he was prepared to accept my amend- 
ment. I only wish to submit that the Assembly should be consulted as 
early as possible in view of the desire so keenly felt and so often ex- 
pressed that the railways should not be left under company management. 

I realise of cour.se the difficulties which the Committee had to face when 
they had to recommend this five years exten.sion on account of tin- 
financial stringency with which we are cursed, ft is also a great relief 
to me to note that the five years is not a period finally fixed but tliey 
have also provided that if it is possible, if the financial circumstances 
permit, at an earlier date these contracts should be terminated and they 
give power to the Government to negotiate on that basis. T entirely 
agree with those conditions. T wish only to repeat once more that it is 
not my intention to handicap the Government in their negotiations, but 
only that the A.ssembly should be consulted on all these matters. With 
these few words I move my amendment. 

Dr. Zianddin Aliinad (United Provinces Southern Divisions ; 
Muhammadan Rural) : The position about these lines now under dis- 
cussion is this ; we have four lines, (1) the B. & N. W. lin^- 
secondly, the R. & K. R. line, thirdly, the Tirhoot line, and fourthly, the 
Lueknow-Bareilly line. As regards the B. & N. W. line, the contract. 
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that we ought to give notice by the end of this year. If we do not give 
ally notice, then automatically the contract will extend' for another period 
of 50 years ; that is, up to the end of 1982. The Tirhoot lin^e which is the 
most paying of all belongs to us, and we have handed over its adminis- 
tration to the B. & N. W. line, and it is open to us to take over that ad- 
ministration at any time we choose. As regards the R. & K. R. line, it 
belongs to the company, and the Lucknow-Bareilly line belongs to us 
which is given to the same company to run. Sir, if we do not give 
notice by the end of this year, then the contract with the B. & N. W. 
line will automatically extend to 1982, and the same is the case with the 
R. & K. R. line. But it will be open to us to give the contract for 
managing the Tirhoot and Lucknow-Bareilly lines to the same lines or 
we may undertake its management in our own hands. I tell you frankly 
what* is at the back of our minds. We have got the very sad experience 
of the Assam Bengal Railway. Last year the Honourable the Leader 
of the House brought forward a motion that the terms of contract with 
this line should be extended for another ten years, in other words, that 
no notice should be given before 31st December 1931. The Assembly, 
on the motion of Mr. Pazal Rahimtnlla, resolved that the period, of con- 
tract be extended by one* year only, but we were told very definitely by 
Mr. Parsons in reply to questions on the point that the Government 
cared nothing about this Resolution. The Government did not give the 
notice which they ought to have done on the 31st December 1930, with 
the result that automatically the contract has been extended for another 
period of ten years, and this was done against the explicit wishes of 
the Assembly. We are afraid that the same thing may be repeated in 
this case also, that is, that the railway authorities, the Government of 
India and the Secretary of State may ignore the fact and take no notice 
whatever of what we say, and automatically the contract may be 
extended by another 50 years. It is against all the principles on which the 
railway administration in India ought to he carried on. 

Sir, I start with the fundamental principle that we take the earliest 
opportunity to purchase each and every railway in India, and as soon 
as the contract of any company is going to expire, we should not let the 
opportunity slip away, but we should take into our own hands the 
administration of all the railways in India. This is the principle on 
which I stand, and! I challenge any person who may advocate any other 
iminciple contrary to this one, and I will give some of my reasons later 
on. (ilfr. S. C, Mitra : “ Where to get the* money from ? ”) My 

Honourable friend, Mr. Mitra, asks where is the money to come from. I 
never cared for it ; if a thing has to be done, it must be done. Sup- 
posing there is a war to-morrow, then the Honouralhle Sir George 
Schuster will find money soineho^v or other. The question where the 
money is to come from depends very much upon the importance of the 
matter, and "we must not sit idle saying, where is the money to come 
from ? 

Now^ if "we remained silent, the Government might allow time to 
lapse, and automatically the terms of the contracts will he extended for 
another 50 years. This is a thing that we do not want, but realising 
the financial dfiffienRies of the country at the present time, the Com- 
mittee which was appointed by the Government from the various 
groups of this House, considered this question very carefully, and they 
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recommended that, owing to the finaucial stringency, the utmost that 
they could do was they might be willing to extend the period of contract 
for a period of five years. If the B. & N. W. Railway company is 
willing to undertjake the extension of this period and modify the terms 
of the contract accordingly as they have already done moiie than half a 
dozen times, we on this side of the House, at least and the members of 
the Sub-Committee, see no objection to an extension for another five 
years, but they do have great objection to extending the period of 
another 50 years, — ^it is an absolutely impossible problem. Supposing 
the B. & N. W. Company does not agree with this offer of extension for 
five years, what are we going to do ? 

In the first place, I should ask the Government to consult the 
Assembly or a Committee of the Assembly immediately before allowing 
the option to lapse altogether, and in that case, I would advise the 
Government to immediately take possession of the Tirhoot and Lucknow- 
Bareilly linas and manage them themselves. If the companies treat us 
indifferently, there is no reason why we should entrust the most profit- 
able part of our railways into the hands of these companies. If they art* 
not reasonable to us, I do not think we should be charitable to them. 
That is the first thing that T would submit if they do not agree to our 
terms. We should immediately take possession of the Tirhoot line and 
the other line which according to the contract you can do. 

One reason among many others for which I very strongly press the 
immediate purchase of these railways is that I and probably some other 
Hjonourable Members know the working of these lines very well. I 
approach my constituency by this line, that is, the B. & N. W. line, and 
I know its working ])erhaps better than the Members on the Treasury 
Benches, including Mr. Parsons. I have travelled extensively, on this 
line, and it is imi)ossible to describe the inconveniences of the passengers 
even in the first and secoiidt classes, not to speak of the third class at 
all. There is no light at night, there is no sufficient water to be had, 
refreshments at stations, and no sheds of any kind whatsoever. I went 
to ("hauri-Chaura and made enquiries. The Station Master there is paid 
very little, perhaps not moro than Rs. 100 a month, but his extra incoiiu' 
is Rs. 4,000 a month. T will be quite willing to resign membership of 
the Assembly if the Honourable Member in charge of the Raihvays will 
make me Station Master of Chauri-Cliaura. The reason why they run 
it economically is that the official pay is small but the employees make 
very high incomes from back doors. They neither pay any taxes on the 
back door income nor is there any chance of retrenchment. That is really 
the root cause of the troubles of the passengers. Though on paper they 
show that their w’orking ratio is very small, the money that comes out 
from the people’s pockets by the back door, is really enormous, and tlii^ 
money ought to be ddbited to the working exx^endfiture of that particular 
railway. Tf the Government purchases this railway, then all these 
troubles will cease to exist. 

There is one other story T w’ant to . tell about this railway. If 
give the guard two sugar canes you can have the train stopped, during 
the sugar c’ane season. This happens in the Gorakhpur district. The 
quicker this company administration is finished, the better. It is really 
a scandal and, a source of great inconvenience to the people. There is 
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one other sto^ which I may teU here. The ticket examiners on this rail- 
way do not know the dHference between single and return tickets. Once 
a ticsket examiner punched my ticket in the middle when I told him that 
it was a return ticket. He said, Hallo, I did not realise this This 
is the knowledge and intelligenc’e of the people who are employed on 
t)}i6 line.^ I do nol^ waste the time of the House by telling stories. I 
could write volumes. My point is that we should take immjediatc pos- 
i^ession of this railway. If the Railway Company is unreasonable then 
we should cOlleet flie money some how and purchase it at once. I can 
suggest two ways by which money can be obtained. The railway has "ot 
a substantial sum in the Depreciation Fund. The’ Depreciation f’lmd 
must be invested somewhere, and I am given to understand that this 
Company is paying 19 per) cent. The Railway Administration will have 
a very good investment if the Depreciation Fund is invested in this 
particular railway. My next suggestion is this. If the Finance Mem- 
her raises a loan for this specific object, the money will be subscribed 
immediately. I see no difficulty if the desire to purchase it is not 
wmting. 


Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur cum Cliamparan : Non- 
Muhammadan) : As one of the signatories to the Report of the Sub-Com- 
mittee which was appointed by this House, I should like to make one or 
two observations. In the first place I should like to voice the feelings of 
the people generally from my part of the country that the entire B. and 
N. W. Railway syvstem should he purchased by the State as soon as possible. 
The Ac worth Committee Report laid down the principle that, on the tenni- 
nation of the lease of a Company-managed railway, it should as a rule be 
l iken over by the State. Tliis House also in one of its Resolutions has 
confirmed that principle. If the financial situation of the country had 
iK)t intei’vened, I would certainly have recommended the immediate pur- 
chase of this railw^ay. As we disemssed this matter at great length in the 
Sub-Committee wdaich w-as appointed by this House, and as we had the 
advantage of listening to the arguments advanced by my Honourable 
friend the Finance Member, we came to the conclusion that it was out of 
i3ie question, however, regrettable it may be, to purchase this railway in 
The immediate present. Therefore, we unanimously gave authority to the 
(lovernment to negotiate with this railway to purchase it within a period 
o: five years at the maximum, and our recommendation has the support, ^ 
1 am giad to say, of public opinion in my part of the country. The 
Indian Nation which is the leading organ of Indian Nationalism at Patna 
in its issue of the 16th September 1931 observed as follows : 

“ The sucffestion of the Committee appointed by the Assembly to go into the (jues- 
tion that option sliould be obtained by negotiation with the compaiiiey to purcliase 
the lines on most favourable terms within five years hence seems a 
t'ompanios should be given a year’s notice which is only fair. We ^ ^ hf made 

of the Committee will be adopted by the Government of of t he ^iies 

to secure its acceptance by the companies concerned, so that the i u «. c 
may not be deferred to 49 years hence.” 

Now, Sir, there is one point about B. and N. W. Railway which I may 
mention. Its rates and fares are lower on the whole as compared wit 
the rates and fares of any other existing railway system m 
From the Railway Board’s Report for 1929-30, Vol. TI, pages 97-98, I cull 
the following ; 

N. m on gl«|e • ?n tcoSd 
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class it is 8.G1 on the fi. and N. W. Eailway and 9.72 on the Eastern Bengal Baihvay ; 
on the inter class it is 3.47 on the B. and N. W. Bailway, and 3.90 on the Eastern 
Bengal ; on the third class it is 2.29 on the B. and N. W. Bailway, x'hile it is 3.11 on 
the Eastern Bengal Bailway.’’ 

So far as the goods traffic is concerned, we find also that the averaij-e 
rate in pies per ton mile is 7.34 on the B and N. W. Railway as against 
8.45 on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Mr. B. Das : Why discuss fares now ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 would not have mentioned it but for the 
observation made by my friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad. I do not know 
whether all the observations that my friend made were pertinent to the 
present motion. He might have reserved some for the Railway Budfeet. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 have enough for that occasion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I do not want the rates and fares 
to be increased in these hard times. When I signed the Report of the 
Committee, I understood that, considering the extreme financial 
situation in the country, we were giving the Government the option 
to negotiate with the B. and N. VV'. Railway for the purchase of th<‘ 
entire 83 - stem within a period of 5 years at the utmost. We can 
purchase it earlier, but 5 years is the maximum. If the railway 
does not care for this extension, then the whole position ought to be re- 
viewed by this House and a committee may^ be appointed, not necessarily 
the same committee, and then we might come to whatever conclusion we 
like on the point, but we are definitely against the extension of the lease 
beyond five years. If we do not exercise our option, then the lease will 
automatically extend to 50 years. We are definitely opposed to this Ion" 
extension. We are agreeable to purchase the lines within a maximum 
period of five years, failing which they should come to this House for 
necessary sanction in the matter. Tha^t is all I have got to say. 

Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) ; Sir, all the three previous speakers who spoke on this 
Resolution from this side were members of the Select Committee. I was 
not a member of the Committee, but I understand that the Resolution, 
though "worded in so many lines, simply means that the Government should 
try its best to get the best terms available from the Company, and that 
we should try to let them have a year or two's extension or at the 
maximum five years. All this had been pointed out at the Delhi Session, 
but what we now want to know is how these negotiations are proceeding.' 
We know that the financial condition of the country is not such that the 
Government of India may be in a position to afford so much money as to 
purchase the whole line, but there are the other points brought out by my 
Honourable friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, that there is every reason fo ” 
the Company to become reasonable because two or three of the Govern- 
ment-owned branch lines are now being managed by the Company, and 
they are the most paying — ^yieldijig very high dividends. But the learned 
Doctor is under the misapprehension, though he is a great mathematician, 
that we have a very big Depreciation Fund lying idle in the treasury 
for the railways ; I am sure it is known to the House that the whole 
fund of Government reserves on different accounts is a consolidated fundr 
so that if there is a deficit money is drawn from the consolidated fii^d 
and the railways may not always draw upon that fund as they desire. 
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The Other quegion that the learned Doctor referred to was about the fate 
of the A^m-Bengal Railway » But that was only an extension for ten 
years, and we can afford to let the Company have their time, but here 
he period being a very long one, 50 years, 1 think we can expek that the 
^yernment will now tell us how the negotiations have been proceeding 

and, now that there are barely three m^ths left. 
Whether there is any chance for the Government to come to any agreeable 
settlement with the Company. ^ ® 

AU (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions : 
jVliihammadan rtural} r Sii, as one of the members of the Committee there 
are two complaints which 1 have to make as regards the position of these 
railways. The first is that this motion by the Government to acquire these 
railways came very late during the last session of the Assembly. The Gov- 
ernment knew that if the contracts were not finished by December 1931, 
the contracts would extend to another fifty years. T am making this point 
that, knowing that this matter would have to come before the Select Com- 
mittee^ and before the Assembly, and that it is such an important matter 
involving Rs. 12 or 14 crores, the Government ought to have brought this 
matter up at least last year or year before last so that they might have been 
left some time to discuss this question and to examine it very carefully. 
Now on the eve of the expiry of the contract, the matter is placed before 
us, and we are in a fix. The other point I make is that the deeds of con- 
tracts which were made and which weie placed before the Committee were 
so very much involved with one another and that for a very long time 
rlifferent concessions were made to the Companies one after another, that 
the result was that it was very difficult for anyone to examine their full 
import. The wording of the contracts which were en,tered into, time after 
time between the Goveinment of India and the Company were ambiguous, 
besides no copy of the full contract was given to iis which could give us 
the true condition in which we were at present in relation to the Company. 
Thus two facts were very prominent — one, that the Company was getting 
an income of 19 per cent, as dividend, and the other, that it was very 
difficult to acquire it unless notice was given by the 31st December, 1931. 
There is another fact too that the Company has invested about £3 million, 
and they have got more than £3 million as Reserved Fund. Looking to 
the income which the Company is making, if we ask the Government to 
go into the question earnestly, in the interests of the Indian exchequer 
and of the Indian people, I think we shall not be asking Government any- 
thing which is very (*mbarrassing or to the detriment of the interests of 
the country. 

Now, Sir, the amendment moved by the Honourable Mr. Sitaramaraju 
is only this, that the Government should carry on negotiations with the 
Company and this House should be consulted. There should be an under- 
taking given by the Government that some sort of settlement is sui’C to 
come out of these negotiations, and unless we are assured on tins side o 
the House that some understanding is bound to come, we tmnk will oc 
simply beating about the bush. My Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad, pointed out, and we all know already, as to what was t^ fate of 
the Assam-Bengal Railway. In case the contract terminates m December 
1931, and if the Company does not come to any understanding 
it is no use my saying that the 50 years’ lease is bound to remain where 
it is. Sir, to say that there is no money and y®" ^ 

chase it, is not right. In the Committee we suggested that some sort of 
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arraugemeut should be made either by floating a special loan for the pur- 
chase of these railways^ or by means of debentures which may also be 
floated' by the Government of India. 1 think in that case, instead of these 
big and fat dividends going to Europe or to other countries outside India, 
at least the money will remain in my own country. So, although it is a 
matter for those people who know finance well, still these suggestions from 
laymen are worth considering, viz., that debentures or some sort of shares 
may be floated, and the Government should try to buy these railways so 
that they may become State railways. 

Mr. C. S. Banga Iyer (Rohilkund and Eumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I do not want to make a long speech ; but 
coming as I do from the Rohilkund and Kumaon Divisions and knowing 
as I do all about that railway, — I have given expression to my opinion 
about il on previous occasions during previous debates — I think I must 
speak a word or two now. I would. Sir, very strongly put it to the 
Honourable the Railway Member to exert all his influence with the Rail- 
way Company and to see to it that it agrees to his terms. As it is, the 
contract expires on the 31st December, 1932 and during this period unless 
the Company agrees to sell this railway to the Government it might be 
open to it not to sell it at all in another 50 years. I think the Company 
will agree to the Honourable the Railway Member ^s terms and leave it 
open to us to buy the R. and K. Railway within the next five years. Sir, 
it is absolutely necessary that the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway must 
be bought by the Government, and I need not give reasons for that be- 
caure there is no difference between that side of the House and this with 
regard to the reason's. Nor mfed 1 go into the various aspects touched 
upon by Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad in his criticism of the Railway. Many of 
them wen) exaggerated and some of them were incorrect. 

The Honourable Sir George Rainy : Sir, I have only a few words to 
say at the close of this debate. My Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad suggested that, before the option to purchase finally expired, Gov- 
ernment should consult the country. What else, Mr. President, have Gov- 
ernineni been doing for the last nine months ? We got a committee of 
the Assembly to express an opinion from the more central point of view, 
and we got expressions of opinion from the TiCgislatures of the two pro- 
vinces concerned from the more narrow local point of view. Tf that is not 
consulting the country, I really do not quite know what method the 
Honourable Member would have us employ. 

There are two small points I want to make plain. One is this : we 
cannot of course be quite certain, — we never can in these things, — whether 
the Companies will give us the extension of the option that we want or 
not. T hope they will, but clearly it is not in the power of Government 
to compel them to do so. The other is, that as far as I can see, it is as 
certain as anything can be that we shall not be in a position to give notice 
before the 31st December. My Honourable friend Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad 
said that the Finance Member should try and collect money somehow or 
other from somewhere. That is the pursuit in which my Honourable col- 
league is at present engaged, and I have no doubt that if the recepti*^ of 
his efforts in this House next month is cordial and appreciative, he will do 
his very best to follow out my Honourable friend's suggestions. But 
still I must confess to a remaining doubt, — and indeed I am afraid I must 
say, a remaining certainty, — ^that do what we will, it will not be possible 
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in lie commg year to get that sum of 12 million sterling in the London 
xii&rK6t* ^ need s&y bec&use I think all the speeches were in 

support of the Resolution. 

I think, Sir, I indicated in my opening speech that I was prepared 
to aeeept tms amendment. 


Mr. President : The question is : 

^Ue TirUoot and 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President : The question is that the Resolution, as amended, be 


The motion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION BE DRAFT CONVENTION ON POROBD OR COM- 
PULSORY LABOUR. 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar (Home Member) : Sir, I beg to 
move the following Resolution : 

“ That this Assembly, having considered the Draft Convention and Uecoinmenda- 
tions concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour, adopted by the 14th session of the 
International Labour Conference, recommends to the Governor General in Council that 
he should not ratify the Draft Convention.” 

Though this Resolution may at first sight appear to be of a somewhat 
formidable character, 1 hope, without detaining the House very long, to 
be able to convince it that the point involved, though important, is really 
a very simple one and that in the special circumstances which affect our 
ease in India it is really impossible for us to take any other attitude than 
that which is set out in the Resolution. I do not intend, except in the 
most concise terms, to go into the previous history of this question and will 
deal in a few words with that aspect of the matter. 

At the time of the conclusion of the peace when the Treaty of 
Versailles and the Covenant of the League of Nations were entered into, 
Honourable Members will recollect, certain territories, which had formerly 
been in possession of the enemy powers, were transferred under the 
aegis of the League of Nations to certain of the allied powers under a man- 
(late*. These territories were called mandatory territories and they were 
for the most part inhabitedl by primitive races many of them in a ibar- 
barous condition ; and the practice of slavery or of customs which prac- 
tically amounted to slavery were either prevalent or were believed by 
the authors of these treaties to be of such a character that stringent pre- 
cautions ought to be taken against them. Consequently, it was enjoined 
upon all the mandatory powers that they should, among other principles 
of administration, adopt the principle of suppressing the slave trade and 
slavery in all its forms. T mention that because it is interesting and 
important at this stage to observe that the Draft Convention which we 
have at present to deal with arose originally out of a consideration of 
something totally different ; that is to say, of conditions either actually 
amounting to or approximating to slavery. A Slavery Commission was 
appointed. and it reported to the League in 1925 and among other recom- 
mendations it made, one was that the principles which they themselves 
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arrived at with regard to slavery and forms ofi compu^lsory labour tanta- 
mount to slavery should be adopted as general international principles. 
The discussion was carried on for some time on these lines and then was 
laid before the 12th session O'f the International Labour Conference, a 
Eeport on Forced Labour prepared by the International Labour Office, 
containing a summary of the legislation and practice concernii^ forced 
labour in all countries. A questionnaire was issued and finally the Con- 
ference decided to place the question on the agenda for the 14th session 
of the Conference and to consider a draft Convention. 

Now, Sir, at this stage the Government of India expressed its views 
on the subject. Our views were that we in no way objected to the main 
principles of the Draft Convention but from our point of view it would 
be necessary that the terms of the Draft Convention should be very care- 
fully scrutinised in order that they should not be made to cover the kind 
of compulsory labour or work which is executed in such cases as the crimi- 
nal tribes* settlements or, for instance, in the case of reformatory schools 
and certified training schools to which children and young persons are 
sent under the various Children Acts in force in India. During the course 
of the discussion, I regret to say that for some reason or other the views 
which the Government of India wished to impress upon the Conference 
were not apparently sufficiently clearly expressed. Two of our delegates 
did indeed point out the essential facts of the case as I have briefly recited 
here. One of the Indian representatives, either had not completely 
studied his brief or had completely misconceived the position. It was, 
however, made clear that if the relevant portion of the Draft were adopted 
in the form proposed, our practical difficulties would be so great that it 
would be impossible for us formally to accede to the Convention. Now, 
Sir, the particular passage in the Draft. The only part wihich is imme- 
diately relevant to the present discussion is as follows : 

“ Artush} a , — Defiiiilioii of ‘ forced or coniinilsory labour \ 

1 shall read only the strictly relevant words : 

“ For Iho purpoHcs of this Convention the term ‘ forced or compulsory lubour * 
Bhall mean aU work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of 
any penrtlty and for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily. 

Nevertheless, for the purposes of this Convention, the term * forced or compulsory 
labour * shall not include : 

(c) any work or service exacted from any person as u consequence of a convic- 
tion in a court of law, provided that the said work or service is carried 
out under the supervision and control of a public authority and that the 
said person is not hired to or placed at the disposal of private individuals, 
companies or associations.’^ 

I must point out to the House at this stage that we must either 
ratify this Convention wholly or we must decide not to ratify it at all. 
It is not open to us to ratify with any reservation or qualification, and 
we must apply the actual terms of the Convention with the strictness 
of the terms of statutory law. I must, therefore, now ask the indulgence 
of the House while I very briefly explain to them what is the position 
with regard to our main difficulty, that is to say, the effect which the 
ratification of this Convention would have upon the work now carried 
out among ariminal tribes under the Criminal Tribes Act, 1924. The 
position, Mr. President, briefly is this. Under the Act to which I have 
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already referred, section 16 empowers the Local Government to estab- 
lish industrial, agricultural or reformatory settlements and any 
4 ^riminal tribe in respect of which a notiflcatiou has been issued under 
section 11 may be placed in any such settlement. The Act further em- 
powers the Local Government to “ establish industrial, agricultural or 
reformatory schools for children ’ \ . The rule-making power in section 
20 empowers Local Governments to “ make rules for the management, 
control and supervision of industrial, agricultural or reformatory settle- 
ments and schools ” and likewise for ‘‘ the works on which, and the 
hours during which persons placed in an industrial, agricultural or re- 
formatory settlement shall be employed, the rate at which they shall be 
paid ”, and the like. There is a further provision which is important, 
section 22, which is obviously essential for carrying on this work. It 
imposes a definite penalty for breach of the rules on the x>art of a member 
of the criminal tribe settled in one of these settlements. 

Now, Sir, it is quite clear that when a Local Government takes action 
under this clause, that is to say, when it first registers criminal tribes, 
when it institutes a settlement or i reformatory school or the like, it is 
not taking penal action. That is to say, no sentence is passed on any 
person concerned. Consequently, though it is necessary that work or. 
service should be exacted, it cannot be said in the terms of the Conven- 
tion that it is exacted as the consequence of the conviction, in a court of 
!aw. That is the legal position. But as I have myself always taken a 
great deal of interest in this work of criminal tribes the House will 
perhaps bear with me if I endeavour to give them a clearer picture of 
the facts than the recital of the provisions of law can possibly give. 
There are at i)resent in India some 61 settlements which have been set 
up under this Act. They have a population, of something over 30,000 
people at tlie present time. In addition to members of criminal tribes 
who are in settlements formed under sections 16 and 17 of the Act, there 
aro, more particularly in the Bombay Presidency, certain free settlements, 
that is to say colonies which have been set up by the criminal tribes 
settlement organisations which arc not in any sense part of the settle- 
ments actually coming under the Act. This is a question of the reclama- 
tion of the criminal tribes, and I hope the House will follow me a little 
i)it closely when I endeavour to explain to them what the intention of 
this body of legislation is, how it is carried out and what the results so 
far have been. In dealing Avith the stages of dealing with the criminal 
tribes, there are necessarily in the first instance measures of registra- 
tion and restriction. The second stage is that of institution of settle- 
ments, reformatory schools and the like. The third is a very important 
development, that in which free settlements are formed which pass out 
to the normal and useful occupation of citizens — a large number of 
persons who have passed through the previous stages. When I speak 
more particularly of the work Avhich is being carried out in the Bombay 
Presidency, I hope that will not be interpreted as any disparagement of 
the work carried out in the other provinces. I merely wish to give my 
personal experiences to the House of that which I myself have seen 
and observed. In the upland plains of the Deccan, as you ride on past the 
normally settled habitations, you will come across the encampments, 
mrge or small, of one of those tribes, may be the Haran Shikaris, the 
Mang Garudis or the like. They wander about and practise their only 
means of subsistence which is the habitual commission of crime. Some 
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of them mainly make their living by such offences as coining. It is 
rather ah extraordinary thing that primitive tribes of this kind should 
practise an offence of this character. Nevertheless, it is true. Others 
make their livelihood by house-breaking, theft and ordinary depreda- 
tions. Most of them however have some particular form of crime which 
they have inherited and wKieh they carry on. In these circumstances 
they wander about, themselves in the deepest depths of misery, penury, 
squalor and immorality, committing depredations upon the peaceful in- 
habitants of the country, making themselves an intolerable nuisance and 
danger to their fellow-citizens and living in the greatest misery them- 
selves. Nothing is more striking, having seen the raw material, than to 
go to one of these large settlements, at Bijapur for example, or Hubli, and 
see the results. Instead of filth, instead of crime, instead of immorality, 
you see people passing through the phases of reclamation which I have 
mentioned. In these settlements they are taught agriculture and various 
useful trades ; those that are settled near industrial towns in process of 
time take their place in the ranks of free labour and carry on the ordi- 
nary work of a labourer in conditions very different from those from 
which they have emerged. What is perhaps an even more beneficent 
part of this great work are the schools to which the children are sent. It 
is the invariable practice to attach schools to these settlements ; some- 
times for obvious reasons children are taken away from their parents 
and are sent to separate schools. These scliools contain provision for 
the treatment of ailments ; boy scouts and girl guides associations are 
instituted and what is rather a remarkable fact, as those who have had 
personal contact with this work can testify, is that the children of these 
unhappy parents very frequently in these schools show an adaptability 
and intelligence and quickness to learn a degree greater than the nornud 
population of the country. 

I do not wish to weary the House for I have already spoken at some 
considerable length. But I think that I have said enough to convince 
Honourable Members firstly that work of this kind must necessarily hfi 
carried out under conditions of discipline. What is the real remedy 
if we are to reclaim these criminal tribes with their long traditions of 
centuries of living by preying upon the community ? You will not 
do it solely by police work, by convictions in courts of law, by long 
terms of imprisonment. There is one way by which you can reclaim 
these people permanently and profitably both to themselves and to the 
country as a whole. You must educate them ; you must for that pur- 
pose place them under some measure of discipline ; you must teach them 
useful arts and crafts ; you must enable them to take*, as useful and good 
citizens, their proper part in society. By that process you will not only 
add to the number of useful citizens, but you will reduce the number of 
those who are a danger and a nuisance to the community as a whole. 
The results on the actual criminal statistics of those provinces in which 
the work has been carried on most intensively are very striking. I do 
not wish to weary the House with lengthy statistics, but I hope that they 
will accept it from me that the result of the vrork now gofhg on in these 
criminal tribes settlements is to pass out from year to year large numbers 
of men, women and children who are really qualified to take a useful 
part in the* body politic. The, statistics of crime, more jmrticularly of 
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the kind of crime to which these criminal tribes are addicted, have fallen 
very effectively, more particularly in the Punjab and Bombay. 

But it is perfectly clear that as these are obviously the only sound 
and sensible and human methods by which this work can be carried out, 
it must be carried out under discipline. There must be in the last resort 
bome means of enforcing discipline. Consequently we cannot accept the 
express provisions of this Convention. Either we have to refuse to adopt 
this Convention, or we have to abolish all this great humanitarian and 
philanthropic work, the most important work in my humble opinion 
of that character which is now being carried out in India. 

I could speak at very much greater length on the subject of criminal 
tribes and their methods, but I do not propose to do so as I think I have 
established my point. It will be apparent to the House that a strict 
application of the terms of this Convention would operate equally des- 
tructively upon the work which is now being carried out in reformatory 
schools devised for children and youthful offenders. The provisions of 
this Children Act are designed expressly to avoid the passing of a sen- 
tence. These children are sent to reformatory schools ; they are 
subjected to discipline and so forth ; but the application of the strict 
letter of the Convention would similarly prevent this work from being 
carried out. Therefore it is quite impossible for us to ratify this Con- 
vention without the most serious consequences on all beneficent activity. 
T should like to assure the House that except so far as work of this kind 
would be interfered with or completely stopped, we have no objection 
to the general principles involved in the Convention. We are quite 
prepared to adopt them and to apply them so far as possible provided 
that our position with regard to these various forms of social enter- 
prise and beneficent activity is left untouched. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur ^rum Champaran : Non-Muham- 
madan) ; Sir, I beg to move that the word “ not occurring between 
the words “ should ” and ratify be deleted. The Resolution which 
my Honourable friend the Home Member has just moved relates to the 
Draft Convention and Recommendations which were adopted by the 
Fourteenth Session of the International Labour Conference. 

(At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair which was taken by 
Mr. Deputy President.) 

The other Resolution which stands lower down in the list in the name of 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Shillidy, also relates to a Draft Convention and 
Recommendation of the same session of the International Labour Confer- 
ence. My Honourable friend Mr. Shillidy brought his Resolution in the 
Delhi Session, ajul on my motion, it was adjourned to this session. I should 
like in the first place to ask my Honourable friend the Horae Member as to 
why this Resolution was not brought forward in the Delhi Session along 
with the Resolution of ]\Ir. Shillidy. I will attribute to him no motive that 
this Resolution has now been brought forward in view of the thinness of 
the House. 

I regret that those of our Honourable Members w'ho took part in the 
International Labour Conference at Geneva are not here with us to give 
iis the benefit of their views on the subject, like Mr. Joshi. I find that 
Mr. Joshi and Sir Henry Gidney opposed the Resolution of my Honour- 
2ible friend Mr. Shillidy when it was brought forward before the House 
b277IiAD D 
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ill the Delhi Session. But confining myself to the present Resolution, 

I should like to point out that there is no reason why we should not ratify 
the Recommendations adopted by tlie International Labour Conference. 
India, Sir, is an original member of the League of Nations ; and on 
humanitarian and other grounds of practical utility, I am of opinion 
that the draft conventions concerning forced or compulsory labour adopt- 
ed at the 14th session of the International Labour Conference should 
be ratified by this House. With your permission, Sir, I should like to 
point out some of the Articles dealing with the subject. 

Article I recommends that each Member of the International Labour 
Organisation which ratifies this Convention undertakes to suppress the 
use of forced or compulsory labour in all its forms within the shortest 
possible period. Now, forced or compulsory labour has been defined to 
mean “ all work or service which is exacted from any person under the 
menace of any penalty and for which such person has not offered himself 
voluntarily There are certain exceptions to the employment of 
forced or compulsory labour, and these exceptions will go a great way 
to meet, the objections which have been raised by my Honourable friend 
the Home Member. The following services have been exempted from 
the operation of this Convention : 

“ (fl) Any work or service exacted in virtue of compulsory military service laws 
lor work of a purely military character ; 

(h) any work or service which forms part of the normal civic obligations of the 
citizens of a fully self-governing country ; 

(c) any work or service exacted from any person as a consequence of a conviction 
in a court of law, provided that the said work or service is carried out under the 
supervision and control of a public authority ; 

(d) any work or service exacted in eases of emergency, that is to say, in the event 
of war, or of a calamity or threatened calamity, such as fire, flood, famine, earthquake, 
violent epidemic, or epizootic diseases, invasion by animal, insect or vegetable pests, 
and RO on. 

Now, Sir, these are very exce])tioiial occasions on which forced or com- 
pulsory labour may be utilised, but we find that in many Indian States 
as well as in British India forced or compulsory labour which is known 
as the hegar system is in vogue on very common occasions. I asked a 
question on this subject some time back, and T understand that when 
His Excellency the Viceroy travels by train, villagers are taken out of 
their homes and are compelled to stand and guard the line, for which they 
are not paid anything. 1 do not know whether the visit of a high official 
could be described as falling in the same category as the visitation of 
a flood, fire or other calamity. I am of opinion that the use of forced 
or compulsory labour on an occasion like the one I have described, 
and to which I drew the attention of the House two or three years ago, 
should be immediately stopped. 

Then, Sir, another Article in these Draft Conventions provides that 
there should be no imposition of forced or compulsory labour for the bene- 
fit of private individuals, companies or associations. Before the employ- 
ment of forced or compulsory labour, the following points will have 
to be carefully looked into, namely ; 

** (a) that the work to be clone or the service to be rendered is of important direct 
interest for the community called npon to do the work or render the service ; 

(b) that the work or service is of present or imminent necessity ; 
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(o) that it has been impossible to obtain voluntary labour for carrying out the 
work or rendering 1;he service by the offer of rates of wages and conditions of labour 
not less favourable than those prevailing in the area concerned for siiuilar work or 
service ; and • 

(d) that the wok or service will not la^ too heavy a burden upon the present 
population, having regard to the labour available and its capacity to undertake the 
work, and so on.” 

It has also been provided in one of the Draft Conventions that only 
adult able-bodied males, who are of an apparent age of not less than 
18 and not more than 45 years, may be called upon for forced or compul- 
sory labour, and that ordinarily they will have to be examined by a medi- 
cal officer to find out that the persons concerned are not suffering from 
any infectious or contagious disease and that they are physically fit for 
the work required and for the conditions under which it is to be carried 
out. There is also exemption provided for school teachers and pupils 
and of officials of the administration in general. Exemtion will also 
apply to the maintenance in each community of the number of adult 
able-bodied men indispensable for family and social life, and respect 
for conjugal and family ties. Sir, I do not find in any of the Articles 
to which I have referred anything to which any legitimate exception 
could be taken, and my Honourable friend the Home Member has not 
taken exception to any of the Articles provided in this Draft Convention. 
Then again the maximum period for which any person may be taken 
for forced or compulsory labour of all kinds in any one period of twelve 
months shall not exceed sixty days. Now, Article 18 of the Draft Con- 
vention provides that forced or compulsory labour for the transport of 
persons or goods, such as the labour of porters or boatmen, shall be 
abolished within the shortest possible period. What legitimate exception 
can be taken to a provision like that unless we concede that it is the 
right of a Government servant, or of any officer for the matter of that, 
who goes tq villages to exact forced labour for carrying his own lug>- 
gage and other belongings 1 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : I am very reluctant to interrupt 
the Honourable Member. T fhink his present argument is somewhat 
beside the point. I pointed out the particular difficulty arising out 
of the criminal tribes settlements and the analogous case of the Borstal 
schools. We do not take exception to the other provisions of the Con- 
vention though we could not ratify that, because we must ratify either 
all or none at all, but the other provisions we are prepared to accept 
and give effect to them, Avhere necessary, as far and as speedily as pos- 
sible. My Honourable friend has misrepresented my position. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : I am glad to have this assurance from the 
Honourable Member for which I thank him ; but what I want to point 
out is this, that the objections he has mentioned are for the most part 
filusory, because some of the objections are covered by some of the 
Draft Conventions to which I have referred. 

Article 25 provides for the illegal exaction of forced or compulsory 
labour and it shall be punishable as a penal offence. In view of the 
fact that the Honourable Member generally speaking has not taken objec- 
tion to the Draft Convention as it stands, T will pass on to the objection 
^’hich he thinks is insuperable in the way of our ratifying this Conven- 
tion. He refcfrred, Sir, to the existence of certain criminal tribes settle- 
Clients in some of the provinces in India under the Criminal Tribes Act, 
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Now, the total number of persons on these settlements is about 32,000 or 
35,000, but how much forced labour affects the vast millions of persons 
who have to undergo that. I will not refer to the numerical strength 
of these people who have settled on these areas in different parts of the 
country, but I will merely refer to the opinion expressed by the Criminal 
Tribes ^ttlement Officer in the Bombay Presidency, and which has been 
endorsed by the Bombay Government themselves, and it is this. This 
officer says : 

** I do not know if the existence of the settlements is the only clifUculty in the 
way of the Government of India ratifying the Convention, or the amount of pressure 
which will be exercised upon it to ratify the convention regardless of difficulties. 

If the pressure is serious and if the existence of the Criminal Tribes ISettleiueut is 
the only difficulty in the way of ratification it is possible that modification in the 
Criminal Tribes Act might be made to bring the Criminal Tribes Act within the terms 
of the convention.'* 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : That is not possible. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I will go a little further into the details. 
*What do the Government of Madras say in their report on the settlements 
in that Presidency ? They say this : 

“ In practice, however, the measure of compulsion is very small. 

In the three settlements managed by the Salvation Army the conditions of labour 

are hardly different from those under which ordinary free labourers work The 

wages paid by the Salvation Army are ‘ what are usually paid to labourers in the 

neighbourhood They get their usual daily wages like any other labourer outside 

and no compulsion or force is used." 

In the circumstances, may I know what difficulty there is in our ratifying 
the Convention ? The Criminal Tribes Settlement Officer of Bombay 
has made the following remark : 

" If it bo agreed that the spirit of article 2 (c) would include persons detained in 
schools established under Children’s Acts or Borstal Acts cannot it also be argued that 
settlements too are meant as training grounds ? " 

The Inspector General of Police in the United Provinces has made this 
remark : 

" The settlers cannot be said to be forced to work ; the work is there for them 
to do but they can if they wish take a ‘ day off ’ and suffer a loss of wages as do 

labourers elsewhere The work in settlements is not regarded as forced hi hour 

by the settlers themselves." 

The Government of the Punjab say as follows : 

" In the opinion of the Governor in Council the term ‘ forced or compulsory 
labour ' is misleading when applied to the conditions which obtain in the settlements 
established for the reclainatioii of criminal tribes. The labour which is done is not 
for the pecuniary benefit of the employer." 

The opinion which my Honourable friend the Home Member has expressed 
on this point is somewhat at variance with the opinion expressed by the 
Government of the Punjab. In Bihar and Orissa there is only one little 
place in Champaran where there is a small settlement. With regard to 
the maintenance of these settlements and the work which they are doing, I 
, have nothing, but commendation, but I find that the v^'ork is under the super- 
vision of the Salvation Army. I do not know whether the Salvation Army is 
an org^sation of Christians. If it is not, I have nothing more to say. 
But if it is a part and parcel of the Christian religion, I object in the first 
place to our people, whether they are Hindus or Mussalmans or belong 
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to any other, community, bein{» subjected to the discipline of a pro- 
pagandist organisation of a different denominational character like the 
Salvation Army. There are so many otlier institutions, philanthropic 
institutions, maintained by the Hindus and Mussalmans, and members 
of the other communities, and 1 object strongly that under the garb of 
humanitarian work 

Mr. President ; Order, order. The Honourable Member time is 
up, but having regard to the importance of the subject, I will allow him 
five minutes more. 

Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh : Thank you, Sir. As I was saying, there 
are so many other organisation.s belonging to different religious communi- 
ties. I should like at this stage to record my protest against the fact 
that insidious proselytizing influence should be brought to bear upon 
our people under the garb of training them to be good citizens of the 
country. 

Sir, criminal tribes are not confined to India alone ; there are 
criminal tribes in other parts of the world as well, but if there is no such 
difficulty for the other Governments to ratify this forced labour Conven- 
tion, I do not know why the Government of India should expe^rience any 
insurmountable difficulty. India is, as 1 have said, an original member 
of the League of Nations. She wavS a signatory to the Treaty of Versailles, 
and we are always told that India should not be thought to be lagging 
behind any other country in the matter of international obligations. So 
far back as 1921, Sir Atiil Chatterjee, in addressing the Council of State, 
stated as follows : 

** We have juat entered upon a new constitutional era in this country. The eyes of 
the world, of the democracies of every country in the world are at the moment bii us. 
I am convinced that the Council has a full sense of responsibility for the good name 
and the dignity of India in international councils. We do not want to be conshleied 
a backward nation always and for ever.'' 

It would look ratlier awkward if India as an original member of the 
League of Nations fails to ratify this laboui- Convention on the sole 
ground that there, is in existence in this country a small scattered popula- 
tion wliich lias been termed as criminal tribes. 1 think that the Criminal 
Tribes Act could be suitably modified so as to bi’ing it under the terms of 
the labour (knivention. With these words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. President : Amendment proposed : 

That the word ‘ not ’ occiiiring betwooii the words ‘ should ^ and * ratify ’ be 
deleted. ’ * 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division ; Non -Muhammadan) : I beg to 
move 

Mr. President : I am not asking the Honourable Member to move 
his amendment now. The iirocedure I have suggested is this. l^lr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh ^s amendment is to ratify the Convention. The original 
Resolution is not to ratify it. I will put after discussion Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh’s amendment to the vote. If the TTonse decides to ratify the 
Convention, then both the amendments of Mr. Das and Mr. Sitaramaraju 
fail. If that amendment is rejected, then I will call upon Mr. Das to 
move his amendment, and after that, if necessary, Mr. Sitaramaraju will be 
called to move his amendment. That is the only jirocedure which T think 
will bo suitable in this ease. 
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BIr. B. Das : Then I will only say a few words on my Honourable 
friend Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s amendment. I thought he would not 
press his amendment because under the Convention of the International 
Labour Conference no Convention could be ratified if it was to be 
modified by the Legislature of any particular country. 

Mr. Oa3ra Prasad Singh : I do not want it to be modified. 

Mr. B. Das : My Honourable friend does not want it to be 
modified, but I find my Honourable friend the Home Member and the 
Government of India want it to be modified. Sir, T was a member of 
the International I^abour Conference at Geneva in 1929 when the prob- 
lems on Forced Labour were discussed in the first session and when these 
questionnaires were drafted. Mr. Shiva Rao and myself were on that 
particular Committee, and Mr. Clow represented the Government of 
India. At that time I never thought nor did Mr. Clow think that the 
Government of India would raise objections which would not be included 
in the exceptions to Article 2. But I find in the Fourteenth Session of the 
International Labour Conference that both Mr. Shiva Rao, who repre- 
sented the Indian workers, and Mr. J. K. Mehta, who represented the 
Indian employers, went against the Government of India’s suggestion for 
certain exceptions. The Government of India’s representative pointed 
out that they could not recommend the Assembly to ratify, because there 
were still laws which were at work, and if my Honourable friends Messrs. 
Mehta and Shiva Rao thought that those laws should be repealed and 
thereafter Government of India should ratify the Convention, their 
proper course would have been to accept these "things there, and through 
their representatives here, proceed to repeal the enactments. Within 
eighteen months after a Convention is adopted at the International 
Labour Conference, the Government of each member body must bring 
it up before its Legislature. To repeal these two enactments, whether 
through our efforts or efforts on the other side — I know the Government 
are not willing to repeal those two or three social enactments — it will 
take a long time and in the meanwhile the Draft Convention on Forced 
Labour wdll be shelved. Although I have a good deal of sympathy with 
what the Honourable the Home Member said, T think even if we ask the 
Government of India to ratify, they will not ratify because they want 
certain special exceptions under Article 2 of the Draft Convention. I 
would rather co-operate with the Government so that certain positive 
action is taken on this Draft Convention and Recommendations. 

Ziaud^n Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I support the original motion, though for 
I^AiSons quite different from those advanced by the Honourable the 

^ neither the Members on the Treasury Benches nor 

the Members on this side will sympathise with me in some of my argu- 
me^. I stand by myself. A few years ago I took a very great interest 
in the work of the League of Nations. I thought at one time that perhaps 
the League of Nations would be able to find out a solution of the minority 
problem which is troubling the mind of every politician in India. I 
took a very great interest in the work of the League of Nations Union 
m Lmidon and its Secretary, Dr. Garnett, who happened to be a close 
znend of mine, introduced me to its literature. I had a long talk with 
him ana he also gave me references to various organisations at Geneva. 

1 went to Geneva and spent three weeks there, not as representative of 
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the Government and not in any official capacity but purely in a private 
capacity, and since I could speak French, German and Italian, 1 had no 
difficulty in talking with people of all nations from all countries, and 
I found that the League of Nations was the greatest humbug going. 
They are trying to do a thing which they are not capable of doing. They 
have not got the power behind them. Really speaking, there is one 
good work before the League of Nations now and that will be the test 
whether the League of Nations is really useful or not. And it is this, at 
present, America and Prance have cornered all the gold intended for 
circulation and left all the nations of the world to look after themselves. 
If the League of Nations is to be a reality, they ought to have a small 
authoritative currency committee and it should announce ‘‘ We don^t 
care anything about gold. We ourselves have made a Convention, that 
for the value of the paper money, there must be so much gold reserve 
in the bank We should then say good-bye to this Convention. 1 
think the exchange value of the paper money of each country ought to 
be fixed by the League of Nations, so that all the non-gold countries oi| 
the world may combine together against the gold countries of the world, 
f.e., Prance and America. If the League of Nations will come forward 
and do a thing of this kind, then I say that is a thing on account of which 
they can justify their existence. About this particular labour question, I had 
a talk with the representatives of labour and capitalists, and T found 
some representatives of labour were really sincere in their efforts. They 
really wanted to give some relief to labour, but the position of the 
majorit}'’ of the people who represented the Government and the 
capitalists was very different. What they wanted was that the people 
in other countries should not do sufficient work, so that they may not be 
able to compete with the countries which manufacture articles. For 
instance if labourers in Germany did more work than otlier countries, 
they would be able to produce articles at a cheaper cost and the other 
countries would not be able to compete with Germany, and therefore 
they said that this should be forced on all countries. I went to Germany 
three times after the war and since I had been a student in German 
universities T liad every facility to enter into the details of this question. 
Germany was required to pay 175 crores a year for an indefinite ])eriod 
as war indemnity after the war. I asked their representatives in various 
walks of life how they would be able to pay and they all told me that, 
by doing more work, for 10 or 12 or even 14 hours a day, they would 
produce sufficient wealth to pay tho war indemnity. The result wa.s that 
they were able to produce articles cheaply and the other countries were 
not able to compete with them. India, they all know, is a cheap country. 
We all know that we have got no machinery, that our labour is not so 
intelligent as in Europe. If we really want to produce articles at a 
cheaper cost compared with other European countries, we should not 
be tied down to 7 or 8 hours. This is all well on paper. This movement 
is started by capitalists who do not want India to compete with other 
countries. This movement is not a philanthropic movement. If 
the^ eaipitalists were really sincere, if they had the benefit of labourers in 
their mind, they ought to have moved an amendment that, the labourers 
should derive proportionate benefit from the wealth which they help to 
produce. The profit should not go exclusively into the pockets of the 
capitalists but should be shared by the labourers as well. I told the 
representatives if labour at that time in Geneva. I tell the champions ot 
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labour now that if they want contented labour, they should pay a bonus 
from the profit to every person engaged in a particular trade or factory. 
If all the profit goes into the pocket of the capitalists, then it is but 
natural that labour should have some resentment. They will not be in- 
clined to do the same amount of work, as they would be if they got 
benefit for the extra work they did. 

Mr. B. Das : My friend seems to be speaking on the next motion 
to be moved by J\lr. Shillidy. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : As my friend seems to be anxious to speak, 
I shall stop here and reserve my other remarks for the second Resolution. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Gan jam cmn Vizagapatam : Non-Muhammad 
an Rural) Mr. President, I am afraid that the Mover of this amend- 
ment, the Honourable gentleman from Muzzaffarpore, has not appre- 
ciated tile difficulties in the way of ratifying a Convention like this. 
Honourable gentlemen are aware that under Article 405 of the Treaty 
of Versailles, a condition has been laid down that in proposing these 
Conventions and trying to apply them to countries other than European 
countries, due regard should be had to the conditions of those countries. 
In spite of that direction, year after year. Convention after Convention, 
has been passed without due regard to the conditions of certain countries 
whose conditions are difi'erent from the European standards. The 
representatives of both the workmen and the emploj’ers who assemble year 
after year at Geneva made it abundantly clear that the Conventions as 
drafted at Geneva could not apply m toto to the conditions in India. 
But the rule is that when a Convention is passed, it should be ratified 
either in toto or it should be rejected ; we cannot ratify it half and 
half. Under these circumstances I was surprised very much to listen 
to my Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, asking us to forthwith 
ratify this Convention, not knowing what conditions we are going to 
legislate upon, and what those conditions actually are, and what are the 
difficulties in our way. I understood the Honourable the Home Member 
to say that, so far as the principle of compulsory or forced labour is 
concerned, ho w^as entirely at one with us in saying that there should 
be no slaATry of any kind or d<'gree or form. T must also emphasize the 
same view, not only to this audience but also to the w'orld outside, that 
we on this side of the House as well as the Government on the other side 
are at one now^ in saying that there shall be no form of slavery in this 
country. (Hear, hear.) So far as the principle underlying the Conven- 
tion is concerned, Ave agree that it should be supported. The Honourable 
the Home Member said that the definition in Article 2 is such that it is 
possible to bring under it conditions of service which the Government of 
India are not prepared at the present stage to give effect to, particularly 
in view of the fact that the Criminal Tribes Act and other legislation has 
to be enforced in this country. I am not very much concerned with 
the Criminal Tribes Act ; but T am concerned with the language of 
Article 2 which appears to be loose. I shall not be d party to the ratifica- 
tion of this ConA'^ention unless I am clearly given to understand what 
exactly it is going to do and what class of labour it is going to cover. 
The definition, so far as I can see, is this, that forced and compulsory 
labour shall mean all w^ork or service Avhich is exacted from any person 
under the menace of any penalty or for which the said person has not 
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offered himself voluntarily. Now the difficulty is this, that forced or 
compulsory labour, as I understand it and as 1 also believe was the 
intention of the representatives who were parties to this Convention, is 
slavery similar to that which was prevalent in some colonies where 
labour was exacted by force and without being paid for. There are 
forms of service in this eounlry which cannot be strictly called “ forced 
or compulsory ’’ labour, but if this definition is allowed to stand as it is, 
in its i)resent form, it is very difficult to exempt them from the operation 
of this clause. Take, for instance, the practice in vogue in the villages 
in the south, where there arc certain communities who arc expected to 
do a ])ai*tieular kind of service without .being paid for it. Tradition and 
custom demands that service. There is a penalty for non-scrvice attached 
to that custom. It cannot be said that it is a service which the person 
liable to perform it has himself voluntarily agreed to do. It has been 
from time immemorial the custom for them to do that particular kind 
of service without being paid for it. For instance, in the soiitli there 
are in the villages a certain class of persons wdiose duty it is, if they 
belong to a particular community, to drag the cart of "the yillage god 
through the streets on particular occasions without being paid for it. 
That is labour which they are bound to do and for which they are not 
paid. If they do not do that service, then they are liable to suffer the 
penalty of being outcasted in the village. Then, there are certain kinds 
«ind forms of labour performed by the agriculturists in our part of the 
country, on the farm of the land-owner during certain periods of the 
agricultural season in a year. It is no part of their written contract, 
to do that service. The said person cannot be said to have voluntarily 
agr(‘c'd to do it. It is incidental to his tenantry. If he does not do it, 
then there is also a penalty attached to that in that he would be liable to 
lose the land. Therefore I am afraid the definition as it is drafted 
V'ould apply to them also. It is clear to my mind that this kind of 
services should not be treated as compulsor 3 ’’ or forced labour. That kind 
of service w'ould not amount to an abrogation of the liberties of men. 
T do not tliink it is the intention of tJie fraimu’s of this coiivciition to 
bring in tliat kind of service which is not the kind of slavery prevalent 
in some colonies which they were anxious to suppress. We are all at 
one with them in their desire to sii])press that. Hut the difficulty is that 
we do not know to what extent the operation of such a clause as this can 
be worked aiid what practical difficulties it would give rise to. Now 
that the llonourabli? the ITomc Member has given us the that 

he supports the principle on which this Ckm vent ion is based and that he 
will do Ins best to give effect to as inanj^ recommendations as ])Ossible 
under this (>)nvention, I do not sec aiij" reason whj'^ my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, should think that this Convention slmuld 
be ratified forthwith regardless of consequences. There was no question 
that these exemptions should not be exemptions, but the difficulty is. what 
else should be treated as exemptions ; and therefore I sa.v that this 
amendment should not be supported. 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir, I will only say a very few 
words in replj' to the amendment moved by my Honourable fri:uid, Mr. 
Gaya Prasad Singh. T think his amendment shows some misconception 
of the position, and T am afraid ho has not done me the honour of follow- 
ing my arguments at all closely. Tie refers to the merits of various other 
provisions of the Convention. I do not disagree with him there. He 
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also suggested that the exceptions under clause 2 were of a character which 
would enable the work of reclamation and reformation to be carried on. 
But he entirely failed to realize the cardinal point on this issue which 
had been emphasised by the Honourable gentleman who has just resumed 
his seiit, viz., that we cannot accept this Convention piecemeal. Tf then 
we accept it as a whole, we accept definitely Article 2 ; and if we accept 
Article 2, we must to a large extent cease our work among the criminal 
tribes’ settlements and the various other schemes. It is quite impossible 
to amend these Acts — unless the Honoxirable Member suggests that in 
order to bring work of that kind within the scope of the Convention, we 
should pass a law requiring Magistrates to pass convictions either upon the 
persons confined in the criminal tribes settlements or upon the children 
there, while the very object of our legislation is to enable them to escape 
the penalties of a conviction under the law. The Honourable Member 
has entirely failed to grasp both the legal and the practical part of the 
question. So far indeed from disapproving or withholding approval from 
other provisions of the Convention, I am perfectly prepared to accept the 
amendment of which notice has been given by my Honourable friend, Mr. 
B. Das, in substitution for my Resolution. 

Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Ohetty (Salem and Coimbatore cum North 
Arcot ; JSion-Muhammadan Rural) : On a point of information, — was any 
attempt made by the Government of India delegates at Geneva to lay 
before the Conference fully the special conditions in India and to have an 
exemption (dause, as they did in the case of the Washington Convention t 

The Honourable Sir James Orerar : Yes, Sir, — as regards this parti- 
cular question, the particular points which I have explained were put by 
the Indian representatives, but not I fear with suflBcient clarity or sufficient 
force or sufficiently elaborately. Moreover certain other arguments were 
used, based on an entire misconception of the facts which seem to have 
misled the Conference. I think they were labouring under an entire mis- 
conception as to what we had in mind, what conditions we had to contend 
with ; in fact there prevailed much misconception from beginning to end. 
and it is very unfortunate that the views of the Government of India as 
expressed through their representatives did not prevail. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

‘ * That the word ‘ not * occurring between the • w'ords ‘ should ’ and * ratify ’ bt 
deleted. ' ' 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That for the originni Resolution the following be substituted : 

‘ While considering that the Draft Convention on forced labour cannot be ratified 
until Article 2 thereof is modified so as to exclude labour exacted under the Criminal 
Tribes Act, the Good Conduct Prisoners' Probational Release Act and other similar 
social legislation in force in India, this Assembly recommends to the Government of 
India that they proceed to take action on all other provisions contained in the Draft 
Convention and the Recommendations as soon as may be practicable 

The Honourable Sir James Crerar : Sir, I am prepared to accept tbio 
amendment. 

Mr. B. Das : But I want still to say something about this Resolution. 
I was present at Geneva along with my Honourable friend Mr. Cbetty* 
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We both took part in these debates and we found that the Government of 
India did not help us properly in the matters that we raised at the 
International Labour Conference at Geneva and we were contradicted. 
And because the Government of India had the right of reply at the cud 
we could not give them a reply. I then told a delegate of the Oovern- 
n»enl of India, Dr. Paranjpye, that I reserved my right to reply to them 
two or three years afterwards on the floor of the Assembly. I have got 
that opportunity to-day and I will do it. 

Sir, I will first quote an extract from my friend Mr. Chetty’s speech 
where he made a declaration on behalf of the Indian employers about our 
attitude to forced labour and also long-term contract labour and about 
things prevalent in the Indian States. My friend Mr. Chetty said : 

' ‘ It is a question of national importance because a very large number of our fellow 
Indian subjects find employment both in Asia and in Africa often under conditions 
ot slave labour. Indian employers therefore stand unreservedly for tli? complete 
abolition as soon as possible of every kind of slave labour in the world. We therefore 
heartily support the work of the International Labour Organisation and of liny Cott- 
fcrence in tliis matter, for we are anxious to see labour placed oii a free basis throughout 
the world at the earliest possible moment.’* 

Sir Atiil Chatterje who was the leader of the Govenimeiit delegation 
refuted that, and subsequently Dr. Paranjpye refuted a similar statement 
made by me and Mr. Shiva Rao at the International Labour Conference. 
I will quote Sir Atul Chatter ji’s speech : 

** There is one small point to which Mr. Chetty referred and to which I must make 
very brief allusion. That is the question of the position of Indian States in regard 
to the Draft Conventions and Becommendations passed at this Conference. I think 
Mr. Chetty overlooked the fact that this is a matter which has received very 
anxious and prolonged consideration from the Indian Government^ and the position was 
fully explained in a communication made to the Secretary-General of the League of 
Nations about two years ago.” 

And i will give you the reply which the Director Mons. Thomas made 
to this statement of Sir Atul Chatterjee : 

” First of all within the framework of the organisation itself there is the problem 
of the Indian Native States. Will the work partially, but still considerably, accom- 
plished in British India for the protection of labour "survive if competitive industries 
exempt from all social charges develop uncontrolled in the Native States T Mr. Chetty 
has expressed the concern of the employers ; Sir Atul Chatterji has explained the 
difficulties connected with the introduction of protective legislation in the Native 
States. He recalled the dilemma with which Lord Birkenhead wished to confront us 
in 1927. Either the ratifications will apply to British India only or we shall not ratify 
at all. We cannot believe that this will be a fiiuil solution.” 

I want the House to note this carefully. Mons. Thomas says : 

” We cannot believe that this will be a final solution. We believe that we shall 
receive help from all quarters in the necessary endeavour to obtain a generalisation of 
just and humane working conditions in the immense communities of India.” 

Sir, while I am grateful to the Honourable the Home Member for 
accepting every Article in the Draft Convention except Article 2 as to work 
connected with the Criminal Tribes Act and similar social legislation and 
also the Recommendations, I want a statement either from him or from the 
representative of the Department of Industries and Labour present as lo» 
yhat steps Government have taken since 1929 to bring the Indian States* 
into harmony with India and whether the Indian States have fulfilled the 
expectations that the Director of the International Labour Conference 
expressed. I should also like to know' what further negotiations have taken 
place betw-een the Government of India, the High Commissioner and the 
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office of the International Labour Conference in this matter. Sir, at 
Geneva I did point out that I strongly resent that Indian Princes should 
represent India at the League of Nations and I did suggest that a repre- 
sentative of India should challenge their credentials because they do not 
allov/ (.•onventions that are passed in the International Labour Conference 
to be ratified in their States. Of course we know that in the present 
circumstaneos the Government of India have special power and they have 
reserved power to deal wdtli the Indian States, but I cannot accept any 
Indian Prince or ruler as my equal or as my representative in inter- 
national problems w^heii he cannot accept the conditions of work tliat are 
laid down at the International Labour Conference. Sir, 1 hope T ^vill 
get a reply, or if the Government have slept over it sine-e 1929 I hoiie 
they will proceed further in the matter before the reforms are settled at 
the London Bound Table Conference. 

Sir, I did mention at the beginning that I told Dr. Paranjpye that 1 
would challenge him on the floor of the Assembly — although he W’oiild 
not be ])i*csent here — because he was the mouth-piece of the Treasury 
Eenches at the International Labour Conference and tried to mislead the 
nations of the world gathered there. My friend Mr. Ciietty, Mr. Shiva 
Rao and myself all alluded to the long-term contract labour to which 
Indians arii subj(»cted not only in Assam, but in the Malay States, iu 
Ceylon, in Africa and other places ; and I made a statement that Indians 
thus employed do not find humane conditions of living or proper wages. 
Dr. Paranjpye made a statement which showed that he w^as not properly 
coached by the Government of India. Coming from the ^ province of 
Bombay, — I kno^v it is your province, Sir, — and being, as he has been all 
his life, engaged in educational activities, he did not knoAV the conditions 
of labour to w^hich millions of Indians are still subject though these are not 
under penal conditions. T ean never say that these were under ]i(nia! 
conditions. But T know these long term contracts by whicli thonsanrls of 
Oriya labourers go to Assam and spend all their life their in poverty and 
want and they cannot save sufficient money to come back even to their 
homos. I know also thousands of labourers from Southern India leave their 
native places and go outside India and cannot return to their liomes and 
Dr. Para)i.)pye showed an amount of ignorance by picturing glowing condi- 
tions of labour, and 1 will ask the Government of India to be more careful 
in their fiiluri’ choice of delegates. They should not select men who ai'f' 
nor properly conversant with Indian conditions. Dr. Paranjpye twdlted 
the Assembly and spoke as a Member of the Treasury Benches in that 
International Labour Conference. He stood up to refute what I said. 
He referi’ed to me and said : 

“ He said that the Indian workers are vitally interested in this problem borsiuse 
there are mill ions of workers aflFected by it in India, in the Malay States, in Ceylon, 
and in South Africa, and in other x>arts of the Dominions where their eonditioiH of 
W'ork are not human. I do wish that he had been more accurate in his statements, 
so far as Assam and South Africa are concerned, there are no indentures at present, 
and penal sanctions have been abolished for several years, 

I did not speak of indenture nor of penal actions : 

** and in fact there is no recruitment now ; there is no long term recruitment in 
South Africa at all. In the case of Ceylon and Malaya, there arc no indentures unue^ 
penal sanctions, but emigration is allowed by the Government of India only on tn? 
advice and with the sanction of the Legislative Assembly, of which my friend A^lr. 

IS a prominent member. In fact, the Legislative Assembly is keen on seeing that any 
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pountiy to which emigration from India is allowed treats its labourers in no inhuman 
way, but keeps them in decent and tolerable circumstances,'' 

Sir, these are matters of opinion. Opinions differ, and Dr. Paranjpye 
knew that it is a human function. I must ask the Government of India 
not to send their representatives on international work who are not pro- 
perly ac(iuainted with facts. I think, such choice does definite harm to 
India. I do not want to quote Dr. Paranjpye *s speech any further. 
Cut I have one request to make to the Honourable Members of the Treasury 
Benches. In future, I do not mind the High Commissioner being ihe leader 
at the International Labour Conference. But his advisers, both Indian 
and European, should be persons who are acquainted with the actual 
conditions of work in India. Otherwise they make statemept.s which at 
times rc'somble the bureaucratic observations coming from tlie Treasury 
Benches. I am glad that the Honourable the Home Member accepts this 
amendment. It will save our face before the world and shows that wo are 
bringing humanising conditions to our workers and are prepared to abolish 
slavery or forced labour in all forms both in British India and Indian 
States. 

The Honourable Sir James Grerar : I accept this ainenclment and I 
have no further observations to make. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

** That for the original Resolution, the following be substituted : 

‘ That wliile considering that the Draft Convention on forced labour cannot be ratilied 
until Article 2 thereof is modified so as to exclude labour exacted under the Criminal 
Tribes Act, the Good Conduct Prisoners' Probational Release Act and otlier similar 
social legislation iii force in India, this Assembly recommends to the Government of 
India that they proceed to take action on all other provisions contained in the Draft 
Convention and the Recommendations as soon as may be practicable 

The molion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION RE DRAFT CONVENTION REGULATING HOURS 
OF WORK IN OFFICES, HOTELS, ETC.— 

Mr. President ; Further discussion of the following Resolution 
nioved by Mr. J. A. Shillidy on the 1st April, 1931 : 

“ This Assembly, having considered the following Draft Convention and Recom- 
mendations adopted by the Fourteenth Session of the International Labour Con- 
ference : 

(j) Draft Convention concerning the regulation of hours of work in Commerce 
and Offices ; 

(2) Recommendation concerning the regulation of hours of work in hotels, 

restaurants and similar establishments ; 

(3) Recommendation concerning the regulation of hours of work in theatres and 

other places of public amusement ; and 

(4) Recommendation concerning the regulation of hours of work in cstablislimenta 

for the treatment or the care of the sick, infirm, destitute or mentally 
unfit, 

recommends to the Governor General in Council that he should not ratify the Draft 
Convention nor accept the Recommendations." 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muham- 
ffiadan Rural) : At the very outset, I desire to say that I yield to none 
iu my desire to see that the employees get that necessary leisure which we 
desire that they should have and which is so essential to their well 
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being. But this Convention, instead of providing for any great relief to 
the employees, has provided for a maximum control by Government and 
minimum relief to the employees. It is not the fault of the International 
Labour Office that the Convention is as it is, because the original draft 
which was prepared by them was such that it would possibly, without 
alteration, liave benefited the employees. But the delegates who were 
representing the Government, as well as the delegates of the employers, 
have combined together and whittled down the provisions of this Conven- 
tion to such an extent that w’e find that this Convention, which provides 
for some relief to the employees, in fact does not provide such relief as we 
wish them to have. On the other hand, it provides for the entertainment 
of a large inspecting staff which must be a great burden to the country to 
maintain without giving adequate relief to the e;mployees. The number of 
exceptions are so many that one is tempted to believe that they have 
become the rule. You know% Sir, that in this country most of the labour is 
agricultural and there is very little labour employed in commercial offices. 
Added to that, w^e have in this Convention the provision that all offices 
of the Government are exempt from the operation of this Convention, 
that is to say, all Government offices including quasi-Commercial offices 
like the I^osts, Telegraphs and the Railways are all exempt from the opera- 
tion of this Convention. Then again, Sir, intermittent workers are ex- 
empted from this Convention. It must be remembered that when we passed 
the Railway Act, 1931, we provided for the intermittent w^orkers also, but 
under this Convention even the intermittent workers are exempt. Not 
only the offices of Government are exempt but also -offices in which the 
staff is engaged in connection with the administration of public bodies, 
such as municipalities and local bodies. Then the third exemption is 
family business which forms the major portion of commercial business 
in this country. Then confidential servants who w’^ork in trade, and in 
commercial workshops are likewise exempt. Having made so many exemp- 
tions to this Convention, it remains to be seen w^hat is the intention of the 
frainei’s of this Convention and w’hat are the classes of etnployeos wJjkli 
this Convention is expected to cover. The Honourable the iMover of the 
anu?iidment, ]Mr. Joshi — 1 am soriy is not present here to-ciay — made iui 
observation in the course of his speech, that the Government w-liich is 
given f'lso the power to exempt certain classes of private offices, stated that 
offices w^hich do not contain more than 50 employees need not bo brougiit 
under this Convention and that Government liave got the power to exempt 
them. I would like to know" to w’hat offices the Honourable gentleiriaii 
meant the Convention should be applied when he said that as it is possible 
under the Convention for the. Government to exempt small offices they may 
do so where employees less than fifty in number are employed. I would 
like to know how many commercial offices there are in this country which 
have got more than 50 employees in their offices. Therefore, if w"e take 
the said exceptions and if w"e take also the advice of Mr. Joshi, and exempt 
offices where less than 50 employees are employed we find that thtj number 
of offices to which this Convention can be applied will be so small that it 
would not be worth while to ratify a Convention so limited in its scope. 
In this Convention overtime is not prohibited. It appears that it is almost 
impossible by legislation to prohibit overtime. Then there is the question 
of the minimum wage, a subject which is closely allied with this hours 
Ccoiv^'ntioii; Some time back there was the minimum wage Conventimi 
which was brought before the Assembly. On the motion of Mr. Kunzru 
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it was postponed for consideration till the Whitley Commission Ttc])ort Was 
published. I do not know why that has not been brought before the House 
now because' the Whitley Report has been published. That Report has 
stated that it is not possible for this country to fix any minimum wage. 
When we have the authority of a commission to state that it is not possible 
under the present conditions of this country to fix a minimum wage, it is 
very difficult to see how we can fix a Convention for hours, because wages 
and hours of work go together. If the option is given the employee 
prefers more cash even if he has to work for an extra hour or two in the 
absence of a wage Convention. Under these conditions it is very difficult 
to pass any legislation fixing hours of work which can be effective in their 
case. It is a known fact that, even in European countries where there are 
pow-erful combinations of employees, it is always found possible to pur- 
chase from them these rights by the employers. Here in this country 
when our labour organisations are in their infancy it is very difficult if a 
convention of this description is brought into existence to give effect to such 
legislation. Further, if we ratify this Convention, we have to employ 
a staff very much like the factory staff, which means a heavy expenditure. 
In the present circumstances of the country it is very difficult to find the 
necessary money to employ such a big staff. Mr. Shillidy, the Mover of 
the Resolution, remarked that village officers may be requisitioned for these 
purposes. But I am afraid the question of viUage officers does not arise 
in this case at all, because as I have already stated big con»mercial houses 
where more than fifty mpn are employed which are to be covered by this 
Convention will be so few' in the country and none in the villagers for any 
inspector to go and check. He has also stated that the local bodies should 
give their help. I do not think it is possible for the local bodies to give 
any help of this description. I venture to submit that under these cir- 
cumstances it is very difficult for us to ratify the Convention, which gives 
us only Government control without giving any relief to the people for 
whom it is intended to legislate. With these few word^ I oppose the 
amendment and support the Resolution. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Hiiral) : Sir, I support the original motion ; cind continuing 
my speech in connection w ith the last motion, in the first place, 1 wmuld 
V(»commend very strongly to the General Purposes Sub-Committee iliat 
they ought to retrench substantially if not altogether onr subvention to 
the League of Nations, because as I said it is a society which is not doing 
very useful work, and the one work which I just suggested I am sure they 
would not do. As I said in my last speech, the sympathy for labour is not 
based really on humanitarian grounds, but it is really on account of trade 
cmnpetition. 1 am really convinced of that from my conversations at 
Ccueva with the people who proposed to represent labour interests. India 
is a country where living comparatively is very cheap, where people are 
accustomed to hard labour. Go to any village and you will find that the 
farmer and cultivator in India is really a very hard working man. Nobody 

came forw'ard among the sympathisers of labour to say anything about 
file condition of poor cultivators. They spoke about labour in factories 
and lailwrayss but not a single word has ever been said about the labour 
employed in agricultural operations, in spite of the fact that thej^ form 
file preponderating majority. The thing is that if you give an option to 
finy labourer in India and say, Would you like to have eight hours' 
work and rest, or would you like to do more work and get a bonus for the 
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extra work you do ? ”, 1 am positively certain that in India almost cent, 
per cent, will say, We are willing to do more work and you will please 
pay us the bonus The really serious objection is this ; that the poorer 
people are required to do the extra work not for their benefit, but for 
capitalists and the money which they earn goes into the pocket of the 
capitalist. That is the trouble ; but if a portion of the money which these 
poor people earn also goes into their own pockets, then I am certain that 
the question will never arise from the side of the labourer. I think the 
International Conferences at Geneva and elsewhere will do really a very 
great service to the world if instead of taking up the eause of labour from 
the point of view of comfort, they press the labour problem from the other 
side, and insist that the capitalist should be allowed to have a profit not 
greater than the bank rate of interest in that particular country ; and 
any profit which is earned over and above that bank rate of interest ought 
to be shared proportionately by all who help to produce the wealth — the 
capitalist will have a share, the manager will have a share and the labouring 
people will have their shares. This is really the point which the people 
there ought to press and this is the only way which will induce the labourer 
to do hard work with contentment and try to produce things cheaply in 
order to stand the competition of the world. If we merely stop the labourer 
doing full work in one place so that another country may be able to pro- 
duce cheaper in the world’s market, it will be no help to the country and 
no help to the labour. It is a very selfish thing ^to do ; and from what 
I have seen I strongly oppose it. We have seen this question of the Labour 
C'Onvention applied on the railways ; it has cost enormous sums of money 
to the railways ; and I think if they had distributed this sum of money 
which we are spending on account of the Convention among the people for 
whose benefit it is made, they would appreciate it better. 

Mr. S. 0. Jog (Berar Representative) ; Sir, I am very thankful to 
the Chair for giving me an opportunity to speak, but I shall not detain 
iho House very long. I am rising under a certain pledge given to tlic 
Honourable the Alover of the amendment, otherwise I would not have inter- 
vened in this debate at all. On the last occasion when the Resolution was 
being discussed, — and I must point out that it was discussed at the fag 
end of the session — ^there was no proper discussion, and it was thought fit 
that the matter should be discussed at the Simla Session. The Honourable 
tJie Mover of the amendment, Mr. N. M. Joshi, has left this as a sort of 
legacy. I know that generally legacies are left by the dead, but 1 do not 
view this legacy in that sense. Mr. Joshi, who is busy with other important 
work Hi the Round Table Conference, was very anxious that liis amendment 
should be passed, and in that I feel that a certain sanctity attaches to the 
Mov(?r of the amendment. On this side of the House Ave must see that his 
cause does not suffer in his absence. I am surprised to find that the 
Government Member should bring forward such a Resolution as this and 
that lie should not be prepared to give effect to the Recommendations of 
the League of Nations. What are the Recommendations ? The Recom- 
mendations are really very small matters. The Recommendations ask 
Government to make investigation into the conditions of life and work as 
regards hours of work in the case of employees of hotels and restaurants. 
In fact, I feel there should have been two Resolutions, but somehow both 
the Resolutions have been combined into one, and it has caused some con- 
fusion. However, I am concerned only with the Recommendations, and 
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they are that investigation should be mdile within a period of four long 
years — ^there is no particular hurry about it. It is not a thing which is 
to be reported within two or three months. 1 know the Government have 
got a big agency at their disposal, and if they are really serious, they can 
certainly collect the material. The difficulties which my friend Mr. Shillidy 
referred to are in my opinion somewhat exaggerated, and that is done 
with a view to shirk responsibility. The Government agency is very strong. 

If they want to find what articles there are in my house or in 
the house of any villager, they can certainly find all that out if they 
really want to do so, but if they don^t wai^t to do anything they can create 
all sorts of difficulties in your way and say that such and such a thing 
cannot be done. I do not see any reason why the existing agency should 
not be utilised for collecting such information which the League wants 
before taking any further action. This is only spade work, a sort of pre- 
liminary or preparatory work ; we are only to collect information before 
any action is taken. This in short is the recommendation of the Conven- 
tion, and I see no reason why the Government Member should bring 
forward any difficulties and lower the credit of India in the eyes of other 
nations. When we make recommendations there, when our representatives 
sign the Conventions, they are in a way morally bound, and even the 
Government of India are morally bound, when their representatives attest 
their signature to the Convention, and so I think the Government of India 
should at least make an honest effort to carry out the Recommendations. 
This, I think, is the position which the Government should ordinarily take. 
Instead of that, I am surprised to find that some obstructive methods have 
been adopted by the Government. I believe the Government have taken to 
Swarajist ways. 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy (Secretary, Industries and Labour Department) ; 
Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to make a long speech at so late 
an hour in the session. I can summarise very briefly the objections to the 
Convention. They are that the Convention is so wide in its terms, that it 
comprises a great many different kinds of businesses working under different 
conditions and that it is not really practicable to devise a convention so 
wide in its terms which will be practicable in application. The next 
objection is that it recommends a 48-hour week for those particular offices 
which are covered by the Convention. Now, in India, so far as factories 
are concerned, there is a 60-hour week, and for mines a 54-hour w'eek. The 
Labour Commission after most exhaustive examination have suggested a 
54-hour week for factories. Is it reasonable for us to go straight into a 
48-hour week for commercial offices when we may still have a 54-hour week 
for factories t 

Then I come to the third point. If w^e accept this Convention we 
should have to put up a very large inspection staff- That point has already 
been made by my friend, Mr. Sitaramaraju. He however seems to have 
misunderstood me in one remark. He seemed to argue as if I advocated 
inspection by village officers. If he will look up my speech, he will find that 
I said rather the opposite, that unless Government were going to use village 
officers for this, they would have to employ a very large new inspectorate, 
but I asked the House if they considered village officers would be a suitable 
inspectorate for work of this kind. That I think was somewhat different 
to what he thought I said. 

I will just turn to one further point. Mr. Jog raised the question of 
fhe Recommendations, and asked why did we not inquire into the different 

LerTLAD x 
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professions to wMcb the Recommendations relate. I think he rather mis- 
understood the question. The Recommendations are to inquire into the 
professions named in order to see if the Draft Convention can be applied 
to them. But if you do not accept the Draft Convention, then what is the 
use of making an inquiry to find whether that Draft Convention lAonld be 
applied to other professions or not. 

Mr. S. O. Jog : Where is the objection to aceept it 1 

Mr. J. A. Shillidy : The reasonable and practicable objection that 
we have decided to take no action in regard to the Draft Convention. 

There is only one other point I would like to make before I sit down, 
la the course of the debate In the last session, one of the spealvers said that 
the Government of India had been very backward in ratifying Conventions. 
Now it may interest the House to know that India, with the exception of 
one country, has ratified more Conventions than any other overseas 
country — ^Australia^ Canada, South Africa, Japan, China — ^these are the few 
names that occur to me, and it gives the pride of place only to Cuba. And, 
Sir, if anything further has to be said as to whether our work has been 
appreciated or not, I would just like to read out a few remarks which have 
been made about the work of India in this connection. The Director of the 
International Labour Office wrote : 

'' I should be much obliged if you would convey to the Governmeat of India the 
gratitude of the International Labour organization and its great appreciation of the 
manner in which the Government of India is fulfilling its obligations and of the con- 
spicuous example of social and labour progress which she is thus showing to the v/orld.” 
(Applause.) 

This is a somewhat old report I may say, but I can carry it to a later 
date. The Director’s report further recognises the efforts of India in the 
following paragraph : 

** The action taken by the Government of India with regard to the ratification of 
the Wasliington decisions may be regarded as the just tangible results in the Rnst of 
-the ideals inspiring paragraph 13 of the Treaty of Peace. ’ ’ 

The Belgian workers’ delegation in 1927 in supporting the nomination 
of Sir Atul Chatterjee said : 

1 have another reason for supporting his candidature namely that he represents 
a distant country which from the ^ginning of the work of this organization hns 
taken a great interest in it. His country has ratified many conventions, and I see in 
his nomination a sign of collaboration which already exists between European countries 
and countries in other parts of the«world.” 

The Italian representative also supported him because he was the 
representative of an inmortan^ overseas country, and “ the first overseas 
country, I believe, to ranfj^the Washington hours of labour 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Any other testimonial 1 

Mr. J. A. ShiUidy ; I have got another testimonial. Miss Bondfield 
in 1926, speaking at Genevh, said : 

” We da place on record wifh great thankfulness the improvements which have 
already taken place in India apd Japan as a result of the work of the International 
Labour Conference.'' 

And she went on to say later;: 

I wish to join with those Who have already appealed to the Government of Japan. 
Japan" oeoupies a middle position. It in behind wnat has beat aceomi^shed in India 
and is ahead of CJhina." 
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“ I trust India in the same way and I feel very relieved to find that India bae 
jiot let me down.” 

I merely make these statements because it has been said from time to time 
that the Government o£ India have been very slow in ratifying the Conven- 
tions. Here are statements made by impartial people about our work, and 
I would oxdy remind this House that at the last Geneva Conference the 
representative of the Indian employers sounded a word of warning that 
wc were going far too fast ; at the same time, the representative of the 
workers said that we were going much too slow. Sir Atul cWterjee not 
unnaturally said to the Conference, that the Government of was 

attacked on both sides, and probably it was on the whole fairly well 
right. 

Sir, I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. Fresidrait : The question is : 

** That the word * not * occurrinj^ between the words * should ’ and ‘ ratify ’ be 
deleted and the word * and ’ be substituted for the word * nor ’ occurring between the 
words ‘ (Convention * and ‘ accept 

, The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President : I now put the original Resolution. The question 
is : 

** This Assembly, having considered the following Draft Convention and Kecom- 
mendatious adopted by the Fourteenth Session of the International Labour Con* 
ferchce : 

(1) Draft Convention coneeruiug the regulation of hours of work in Commerce 

and Offices ; 

(2) Becommendation concerning the regulation of hours of ^YO^k in hotels, 

restaurants and similar establishments ; 

(3) Becommendation concerning the regulation of hours of work in theatres and 

other places of public amusement ; and 

(4) Becommendation concerning the regulation of hours of work in establishments 

for the treatment or the care of the sick, infirm, destitute or mentally 

unfit, 

recommends to the Governor General in Council that lie should not ratify the Draft 
Coiiveiitioii nor accept the Becommendations, ” 

The motion was adopted. 


Mr. President : The only thing thaf remains now is to consider to 
what date this session should be adjourned. Honourable ^lembers are 
auare that the Finance Bill remains to be considered by the Assembly, and 
l^overnment have given an assurance to Honourable Members that they 
will agree to the session being adjourned to megt in Delhi, on such date as 
would enable the Assembly to go through the procedure legally necessary 
in regard to this Bill. The matter has formed the subject of very careful 
consideration, and the Chair has tried to consult some of the Honourable 
Members on both sides of the House. The problem of fixing the date is 
complicated by the fact that the DiwaJi holidays intervene. It has there- 
fore been suggested that the Assembly should Kdjourn to the 4th November 
and take up first the consideration stage of the Finance Bill, which may 
take three daj^s or perhaps four. Then, "tht're should be a short adjourn- 
uient for Diwali holidays and the eomsideration of the Bill, clause by 
<^lausef, should be taken up either on the 10th or the 11th, in order that 
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the whole process may be completed within the time allowed. Honourable 
Members are aware that, as soon as a Finance Bill is introduced, certain 
taxes begin to be collected, and unless the Central Legislature sanctions 
such taxation within sixty days, the amount collected would have to be 
refunded. It is therefore essential that both Houses of the Legislature 
should arrive at decisions in regard to the Finance Bill within 60 days of 
its introduction. If consideration of the Finance Bill, clause by clause, 
begins, say, at the latest on the 11th, then there will be only a very few 
days left to deal with it by both the Legislatures. It is therefore pro- 
posed that when once consideration clause by clause begins, the House 
should meet if necessary during all the six days of the week, and if that is 
not sufficient, to meet for longer hours during some days. I am sure 
Honourable Members are agreed that there should be no delay in coming to 
a definite conclusion one way or the other in time to obviate the risk of 
being called upon to refund the taxes collected. I therefore take it that 
the House agrees with me in the programme which I have suggested and 
that they further agree that I should adjourn this Assembly to the 4th 
November, 1931, to meet at Delhi. This session is now adjourned to the 
4th November, 1931, at 11 o’clock at Delhi. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday,, 
the 4th November, 1931, at Delhi. 









